
TO T:fiE Olt: ,Y.-11/-'.3'1 
Several aftlcles have apt)earett 

in the Coos Bay Times, each time 
With a big slap at the government 
for building dams in the west. It 
seems as though Mr. William Fin-
ley is terribly worried about the 
fish and game sanctuaries which 
he would lead one to believe were 
being destroyed by the rams. 

One of the greatest things tha~ 
has ever been done in the west 
with no exception is building of 
Grand Coulee and the Bonneville 
dams. These two dams will equal 
more than is developed by all the 
260 electrical plants in the great 
state of New York. They are the 
greatest hydro-electric systems ever' 
conceived by the mind of man in 
:my part of the world, with no 
~exception. Here we have it. right 
'at our ·back door and yet you will 
find many who will. knock the 
idea and do everything in their 
power to keep such tremendous 
power out of her'e. 

These dams offer safe naviga-
tion of a broad waterway to the 
interior, Irrigation of more than a million acres that are too dry 
to be farmed at the present time, 
as well as unlimited quantities of 
electr'icit'y which when 110.ld will 
pay for the dams. They are being 
equipped With fish, so men who 
consider a Sunday's fishing trip 
of more importance than the live-
lihood of dozens of working men 
can have the pleasure of their 
fish and game. 

In the city of Marshfield, 4..o 
killowatt-hours cost $3.20 which is 
8 cenw per kilowatt-hour. In Eu-
gene, 40 kilowatt-hours cost $1.35 
which is about 3, 1-3 cents per 
kUowatt-hoUl". Under It.he setup 
proposed by the Bonneville auth-
orities, 40 kilowatt-hours on Coos 
Bay would coot $1 and that is not 
all; when the system is paid for, 
the rate ·would be' lower. 

We must take into account at 
this time that the Gra;ys He.rbor 
mills, the Puget sound mills, the 

1 mills on the Columb~ ·and dozens 

Editor's Note: The Times has ! 
of mms in the inte or, especially not attacked the government for I 
in 'the Willamette v ley, will have building dams in the west. Wha.t : 
cheap Bonneville power at as low this paper does not approve is ~ 

a price as one-fifth of one cent promiscuous erection of expensive 
per kilowatt-hour. It would be j projects in areas well supplied with 
impossible for the coos Bay mills cheap electricity, such as the 
or any other business to compete j north west, when the main pur-
with the outside firms who have pose seems only to run private 
the advantages of cheap power. 1 utilities out of business, or reduce 
No new mills would locate here and 1 their rates. What this paper ap-
the ones we have would more than proves is a wise policy of studying 
lik I lose all phases of each such project. e Y c . . ·t 'll . Accor'ding to an editorial in The For ms ance, Bonnevi e. IS. a 
Times last evening, electricity can , dam for power and for navigation. 
be generated cheaper by mining I Yet there are thousands of acres 
coal and using a steam plant. of land in Wasco _ai::d ?ear~y 
Sur'ely sawdust would not cost as counties that need rrngat1on if 
much as coal would on Coos Gay; they are to be farmed. And the 
yet, the local power company went Col':ll11bla ~as ample water at Bon-
to the expense of building a trans- nev1lle to llTlgate them. 
mission system and a hydro-elec- On the other hand . the great 
tric plant out by Roseburg to need at Grand Coulee ~ ~ot _Yet 
generate electricity for coos Bay. power, but water for irrlgat1on. 
The local plant iS only a standby Yet Coulee will dev~lop mu~h ~oi:e 

I t power than Bonneville, while it IS 
pan. fth f . dit Now is the time and opportuni- ar er. away .rom any i~e a e 
ity to make coos Bay the best consuming pomt for thIS power. 
place on the coast or let us bury What both dams should do is 
the old girl deepe~ than ever and ' bring new factories to the west, 
forget about it. so that the decreasing payr'oll from 

v ry Sincerely lwnber will be replaced. Else here 
e JIM: NORRIS. we'll be with wonderful climate, 

dirt-cheap electricity to light our 
homes from the two dams, andj 
no jobs to keep us here. 

1Putti~; Jhe 'l:f't01for~~ 
W. L. Finley is right in his contention that great ex-

penditures in behalf of inland waterways have less justi-
ficution now than they did a few decades ago, before the 
era of paved 'highways, but there is a phase of the Wil-
lamette valley project in relationship to this section of 
the valley which must be expected from Mr. Finley's 
generalizations. 

There are here several wood working establishments 
which have frequent recourse to the Willamette river for 
transportation. There are in prospect still more such plants. 

The immediate impetus behind the prospective increase 
in local woodworking industries is, of course, the vast 
timber supply of eastern Linn county. The forests consti-
tute the chief source of logs milled here now and to be 
milled in the future. Nevertheless there is a potential 
source of logs tributary to the upper reaches of the Wil-
lamette river which could be made to form a valuable 
supplementary source if the hazards of log transpo1tation 
could be minimized. 

Even now logs are being dumped into the Willamette 
river at Corvallis by the wholesale, to be floated down to 
mills and other woodworking plants below. Despite the 
difficulties which log booming in the Willamette now 
presents, the river is highly useful in moving out timber 
which is not accessible to railways, particularly from the 
coast range. · 

Were the Willamette's channel more dependable and 
the flow of water more uniform above Albany timber 
would be made more readily available to local plants. 

One of the asserted results promised by the proposed 
flood control project is outlined by U. S. army engineers 
would be regulation of the river's water level. Storage of 
excessive water periods of heavy rainfall would check the 
winter flood peaks and lessen danger of damage to banks 
both by water and drift, including logs. Doling of this 
stored water during dry periods would, according to the 
engineers, have a tendency to maintain a greater flow 
during periods of dry weather. 

The result would be a less fickle channel and a more 
useful river, if the engineers' deductions are correct. 

Even though a boat .may never mount the Willamette 
above Salem again, an improved channel above Albany 
might prove a boon to this community. 
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