Oregon Dam Project

ILLIAM L. FINLEY, noted nat-
Wuralist of Oregon, has asked that

the proposed project for seven
dams on the headwaters of the Willam-
ette River in that State, to be built with
government funds, be studied before ap-
proval. He recommends that a complete
investigation be made by the U. S. Bu-
reau of Fisheries and the Oregon Game
and Fish Commission, to determine
what will be the effect of the dams on
the salmon runs.

“Salmon runs on the Sac¢ramento
River in California have been utterly
destroyed by such dams, and the use of
the water for irrigation without screen-
ing the ditches,” Finley states. “Baker
River in Washington was a very valu-
able salmon stream until a 200-ft. dam
was built and the run completely de-
stroyed. Experts who have studied the
matter claim the dam brings in $40,000
a year in power, and the loss on salmon
is 850,000 a year . . . The early, or first
run of Chinook salmon, which is the
most important, comes in the Columbia
and works up the Willamette to the
headwaters to spawn. All the fish ex-
perts who have studied the Willamette
project have stated that these dams will
prové a definite detriment to the salmon
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‘are cut off. The Bonneville dam is

William L. Finle .' of Pﬂrﬁanﬁ,
noled naturalis, will address the
chamber of commerce at noon Mon-
day on the subject “Public Uses of
Rivers and Effects of Irrigation
and Power Dams." His talk is px-
D%Lt.ed to deal with game and fish

e as affected by the various pro-

leey is recognized as one of the
national authorities on conservation,
and speaks with full knowledge on
‘subjects pertaining to wild life and
nature topics. The chamber of com-
merce is urging all those interested
“in conservation, wild life and the |
_purification of streams to attend the
meeting and hear Finley's message. |
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The tourist crop ls Oregon's
greatest industry, said William L.
Finley, local author and naturalist,
in an address befor e;,CityLelub

yesterday at the Benson

stated that touriai! coming into
the state spend from $40,000,000 to
$50,000,000 annually in Oregon.

But he declared the rich salmon
industry, which has been bringing
810,000,000 to the state, is rapidly
being ruined,

"The spring run of salmon will
be exterminated unless something
is done,” he said. “It has been going
down for 40 years, the irrigation
dams being the things that have cut
down this salmon run.

Coulee Held Barrier

‘“And now, there are no fishways
in the Grand Coulee dam. so the
salmon that used to go to the head-
waters of the Columbiz to spawn

all right from the fish standpoint,
the ladders are od, but when
more dams are t in the Colum-
bia river, there will be great danger
to the fish,

“I am surprised to see no opposi-
tion to the proposed high dams on
the upper Willamette river."

Mr. Finley's subject was "Recre-
ational vs. Industrial Use of Oregon
Rivers.” He said that inland water-
ways are not much needed now.
presenting figures te show that the
canals now in use are very costly.

He said the government has been
spending millions upon millions of
dollars to make the Missouri river
navigable between Louis and
Kansas City, so “that freight moved
on this river between those two
cities cost the taxpayers of titdl
United States $5000 a ton.”
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wmamme valley project ‘has been
flood control and no consideration
has been given to thedamagetothe
recreational life of the state when
the high dams proposed in that proj-
ect are completed, William L. Fin-
ley, nauralist, said in a speech at the
cu, club mtaay noon luncheon in




