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= A Dog's Life

by
William L. Finley

None of Rover's ancestors came ovexr on the Mayflower. He
has never worried about a pedigree. From hig fixst portrait
ha looked sas if he had been born ia a toy shop.

Scenss- Friont and side views of Rovel.

_:ébve: had two outstanding traits, his ability to make
fiiends and an oveiwhelming sense of curiosity. The first brought
him many adventures, the second sometimes led him into dif-
ficulty.

Scene- Box up-side-~down, @og watching.

One of his first thiilling expexiences, he uncovered in his
own back yaxd. A mole is equipped with a pointed nose and two
front paws like little scoop shovels to 0ush his way under ground
and hump un the suxface of the lawn.

Scenes- View of mole, dog barking at ground humping up.

The pup was not vicious. He just wanted the mole to come out
and play. The mole's idea was that it was a one-sided game and
Rover had all the advantage. So he preferred to stay undexr covex.
Once or twice he was pulled out but made haste to dig in again.

Scenes- lole disappearing in ground, Rovex following and
barking. Mole digging in again.

Then came the day of daya when Rover had a chance to staxt
out to see America fixst. He chose a modern method of travel.

Scene- Auto going away.

: Aleng-the highway, he stopped to see whexe the r0ad was cut
through the solid z00k.

S8cene- Child and Rovezx.

In the open countiry of fields and hills, he loved to hunt
squizzels with the childxen.

Scene- Childien going away, dog following.

The syhkizrels were eager to be hunted. They had all the best
. of it. One sat at the edge of a hole and watched Rover's ap-

proach. The disappearance of the squixxel was a cha;?nge foz
Rover to dig him out.
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Scenaes- thizxel at hole. Rovex digging.

The squirzels had undex ground passages s0 they ¢ould come
up at some other doorway and laugh at the pup. This was only
~an added insult.

Scenes- Another view of squirrel., Neax view of dog digging.

Then Zove:r found a much laxgexr hole whexe something was dig-
ging. If this was a squirxel, he was as big as Rover.

Scenes- Animal moving in hole.

This happened to bhe a badgex who lives on squiriels. He :
was digging foxr his dinnez. With shoxt leges and a flat body, he
has a 1eputation fox being savage.

Scenes- Badger looking out of hole. Comes out, and Heax-
up view of badger.

The badger didn't want visitors so he scooted off toward
home, which Rovexr took for a retieat, and chaxged after him.

Scenes~ Another view badge:r looking out of hole. Comes out,
runs away, and édog follows.

Vhen Mr. Badge: stopped foxr Rovexr to catch up, Rover was
the kind of a dog to let the badger run away and fight anothezx
day.

Scenes-~ Badger looking and zunning sway. Dog follows.
Badgexr stops; runs away again.

The hotel Rover loved best was a haycock in the field so
he could slesp undex the starg. He was up with the sun, for
that is the tlme wild folks are moving around.

Scene- Bed in hay field, dog crawls out of bed.

Rover loved to keen things stizzed up. His next adventuze
exploded the theory of unive:sal bxothexhood, He discovered a
nest of seven young pussies.

Scene~ Seven young wood-pussies ox skunks. . _

He had nevexr seen such gentle kittens with wondexful plumed
tails. 1In his briei career, Rovexr had never bumped apainst any-
one who carried a scent gun. et s

Scenes- Rover following a skunk. Near-up of skunlk.

Even a wood-pussy gets tized of too much attention. When
he lost his patience, something happened. Rover realized that
something was wibng, very wiong.

Scenes- Dog following skunk. Near-up %ng gassed by skunk,
pawing at nosa. Close-up of sk and head of dog.
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Por the first time in his life, he 1ealized that he was in
bad with his friends. He txied nature's cleaning plant, but
it seemed as if he would never be the same sweet dog agaln.

Scene- ‘Rover swimming stream.

WThen Hover reached the pure air of a higher mountain zange,
he cams to the conclusion that nothing would do except a com-
plete scrubbing. It is a slow but sure process without soap
- and towels.

Scene-~ Dog rubbing and rolling in snow.

To a dog, Yellowstone Paxk is a weird puzzls. The whole
scheme of things is bigger and haxdex to undexstand. .

Scenes- Ghildzen and dog at Yellowstone Falls. BSecond view
of Falls.

-

Stxeams snd pools had always been cool for swimming and

drinking. There were no fires, but the waters wexe boiling hot.

He learned to keep close to the children's heels and watch evely
gtep he took. Sudden explosions of steam and hot watexr shooting
into the aix were almost like fire-crackexs tied to his tail.

Scenss- Childzen and dog, geysexr in exuption. Boiling pool.

Then one day Rovexr joined an expedition into the mountains
for bigger game. Back hexre the Forest Sexvice had cut a taail
thzough the solid xock behind thes falls. .

Seenes~ Rovey leading pack outfit through tunnal behind
falls.. Man drinking and coming out oppoﬁﬁta side.

‘For a month the mountains and fozests, swift stzea 8 and
falling waters were the daily lot of a dog's life, expﬂ;iances
few dogs may enjoy. i

Scens- Thiee men and dog at side of streanm.

Then came the big aaventuxe of Rover's life when he saw hls
first bear. He might have been demolished with one slap, but
bears have an ancestral fear of dogs, s0 Rover rushed in and. -
t1eed an animal eight times his size. \ % -

Scenes- Bear in woods. Distant view bear up tiee &nﬁ:@p%g
at base of tise. ' g

Thexe is no greater honox than meeting the enemy on his
giound and foreing his retxeat. Rover was not bgckwazﬁ in pﬂ&—
ting himself on the back. ;

f f .

Scenes- Near-up view dog atanding up at base,éf tiee. Beaz

up tree and second view of dog.

.\-

Climbing into one of the lowexr limbs Juat/yelow the bdaz @

,:-"1, A
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tail, Rovexr dazed him to come down and fight. All of which proved
to Rover's satisfaction that he was a 1eal bear dog.

Scenes- Dog on limb, beaxr above. Distant view bear up tzee.
Anothe:r view dog on limb.

In the south land more stxange adventures befel Rovex, the
stzangest being the asrmadillo. It r0lled along like a little tank
encased in asxmoxr. Curiosity led Rover to find out what was under-
neath., Even the tail was covered with a bony coat. Humping up
the tail made Hovexr mad, but theze was nothing to bite.

Scenes- Armadillo walking, Rover comes in. Close-up of
Ammadidlo. Second view of both. :

Lot et ' !
Then he met the genius of the owl family, a barn owl that
bowed and bobbed. HNo wondexr it was called the monkey owl.

Scene~ Dog and owl at cavity in txee.

Perxched on top of a stump, weire the strangest paix of twins.
But Rover was a bit reticent about trusting his nose too neax
& hooked heak and sharp claws.

Scens~ Dog and two owls.

Rover had met many wild folks. Then came z climax in his
career and he pot a new vision of life. He was hunting in a
canyon, nosing about in odd places wheie curoisity might lead
him to something new.

Scene- Dog goes in hole at the base of tree and comes out.

He was on the txail of a new scent that lead him into an
0old hollow tree. He was hot aftexr something he had never seen
before. To him, the excitement was in the chase when he wasa
about to gathexr in game that was just beyond or perhaps might be
out of 1each. : -

Scenes- Rover discoveis hole in tzee, climbs in. The scent
is hot but the game is gomne. .

An 0ld mother opossum with all hex childxen had besn out fox -
an aiibng and paused on the limb of a tiee when she heard the dis-
tant barking dog. A laige family ofi her hands and approaching
dangexr couldn't worzy an animal who knows how to play 'Possum.

She xambled on calmly and slowly towaxd home.

Scene~ Mother and young opossums on limb. ,i;ﬁ

When Rove:r came up snd saw this family of nine children 1id-
ing on the hurxicane deck, it was a sight to make him sit down
and wonder. Foxr the first time in his life, he felt a sympathy
fox a mother that is weighed down with such a burden.- Yet there
must be some joy snd excitement in life even with a back-breaking
load. t
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Scenes- Oppssum and young -on ground looking, Rovexr watch-
ing, then comes in to sniff the children.

It is not in a dog %o hs a real mothez, but Rover was
willing to try anything once. He could at least relieve the old
lady and give the children a 2ide on his back.

Scenes~ Rovex comes in with young opossums on bsck, closer
view, then lieg down.

The novelty of the situation appealed to Rover at first,
foxr every dog likes to have his hack scxatched. Still, the drawback
was the burden of walking.

Scene~ Be¥er standing and goes out to right.

In his rambles Rovexr had met wild animals of sll soxts
and kinds but none he liked bettexr than the opossums. Pexhaps he
had discovered that there is & kindness that makes the whole woxld
akin. - Poene - -

Scene-~ HNeax-up dog with opossumg on back walkiag out.

It is not so much who you are aeg what you are. Rover is
Just a commoa dog youxr boy brings home and begs to keep. There are
milliong of him, and each is kind snd intelligent in his own way.

Scene- Neax-up head view of Rovezx.
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