
MAYORS PLEDGED 
FOR CLEAN RIVER 
~~I 

Battle Cry Sa'unded in 
. · War on Pollution. 

LJ~ 2- I I 9'3 7-3 

FEDER! AID TO BE ASKED 

Series of Sewage Plants on 
Stream Found Need. 

MEIER PROMISES ACTION 

Valley Executives Launch Cam-

paign at Meeting; Engineers 
Will Draw Up Plans. 

BY HAL MOORE. 
Staff Writer, The Oregonian. 

Definite steps toward the goal of a 
pure and clean Wiilamette river were 
taken by Willamette valley mayors 
meeting here yesterday at the call 
of Governor Meier. 

The mayors want to see sewage 
disposal plants erected to end pol-
lution of that storied stream, so that 
t>ublic health will better be protected, 
fish life preserved and employment 
furnished many men during a critical 
emergency-all with federally . ad-
vanced money. 

They asked that a committee of 
three capable engineers be named, 
to make a brief survey of the sit-
uation and bring in a report. 

They asked that each city or town 
be prepared to offer every facility 
toward compilation of the report. 

Meier Promises Action. 
They urged that each city take, 

immediately, all possible independent 
steps toward obtaining such sewage 
disposal plants. 

Governor Meier was pleased. 
"Action will be forthwith," he prom-

ised the assembled mayors on behalf 
of himself and his reconstruction a<\; 
visory committee headed by Raymona 
B. Wilcox, who presided. "There w!I! 
be no delay. We will have this pre-
sented in Washington, D. C., at the 
earliest possible moment." 

More than a score of valley town 
officials gathered in the Multnomah 
hotel assembly room for the conferr 
ence, which too~ the entire morning 
and was following by an advisory 
committee conference - in the after-
noon. This advisory committee wili 
name the committee of three engi-
neers soon, said Chairman Wilcox. 
The three will work with H. S. Rogers 
and J. P. Newell, engineer mem-
bers of the advisory committee, and 
Charles L. Stricklin, state engineer. 

Large Sum Needed. 
Although the figure was not men-

tioned at the meeting, it is believed 
that at least $10,000,000 could be in-
ve11.ted in sewage disposal plants on j 
the Willamette river now. Yesterday's 

gathering, which was called by the 
governor at the request of the Port-
land city coun·cn, concerned itself 
chiefly with the need for ant!-pollu-
.tlon measures, and methods by which 
they could be obtained. 

The meeting opened with Governor 
Meier sounding the warning that "the 
practice of discharging raw sewage 
into the Willamette river and its trib-
utaries has reached a point where it 
is dangerous to public health, and 
pr~sents a condition which must b~ 
corrected." 

The Willamette, said the governor, 
is one of the truly beautiful streams 
of the west. It should, he said, pro-
vide a delightful playground for boat-
ers, bathers and fishermen; property 
adjacent to the stream should be at a 
premium for building sites. "Unfor-
tunately this is not always true, be-
cause of unpleasant and insanitary 
conditions connected with the disposal 
of waste and sewage." 

River Now "Open Sewer.'• 
Correction, he said, will come with 

sewagq treatment plants, financed, 
not through bond issues, because 
many cities are hard up, but through 
Joans obtained under the self-liquidat-
ing principle from the federal govern-
ment. 

Dr. William Levin, assistant state 
heatth officer, said tests showed 
"nothing more or less than that the 
Willamette is but an open sewer." 
Germs in the water below valley 
towns are ten times as numerous as 
above those towns, he said. In hit! 
opinion, 75 per cent of Willamette · 
valley wells ar.e polluted by the Wil• 
lamette river. The Wilhlmette is un-
safe for bathing from Cottage Grove 
downstream, in his opinion. 

John c. Veatch, chairman of .the 
state fis!i commission, was blunt in 
the expression of his opinion that con-
timiance of Willamette pollution will 
mean the end of the salmon-canning 
industry as a major industry on the 
Columbia. 

1 Ernest Crockatt of the state game 
department said that since a way has 
been found to finance sewage plants, 
now is the time to act. 

Tourist Business Hurt. 
William L. Finley, famed naturalist, 

pointed out that Oregon has been 
spending money for years to bring 
tourists here, while it permits con-
ditions on the Willamette river that 
by their stench are most obnoxious to 

~ those tourists. "We've heen building 
I with one hand and destroying wfth the 
other," he said. 

Robert G. Dieck, engineer, 11ug-
gested a board of technicians be 
named to devise a means of state 
control of the situation and to report 
its results. C. L. Sticklin, state en-
gineer, approved the suggestion, but 
urged speed "as federal funds will not 
last forever." 

"Portland })as been considering a 
sewage disposal plant for seven 
years," said George L. Baker, Port-
land mayor. "We believe elimination 
of pollution is an outstanding neces-
sity. But Portland cannot do it alone. 
It will take state co-operation." 

Joseph K. Carson, Portland's mayor-
elect, promised to do everything to 
carry on the anti-pollution program, 
whl!n he becomes mayor. 

McMinnville is ready to co-operate 
now, said W. Y. Grey, mayor of that 
city. 

So is Newberg, declared, W. G. 
Rogers, mayor. 

Money Stumbling mock. 
, "Cottage Grove is in line," aBl!erted 

·Victor Chambers, mayor. 
"Salem is in sympathy," said 

Douglas McKay, chief executive of 
the capital city. "We know how we 
would do it. Lack of money is the 

' only bar. We are not in a position to 
bond." 

Gladstone, said Mayor Elden Ell-
dredge, is not making much of a con-
tribution to pollution but is in sym-
pathy with the movement and will co-
operate. 

Silverton will co-operate, it was 
said. · Oregon City, through J. L. 
Franzen, city manager, said It was 

> for removal of pollution but that 
money was its big stumbling block. 

Eugene is sympathetic, asserted W. 
C. Clubb, its city engineer. "I think 
we will have no trouble putting the 
plan through, once the public is edu-
cated on sewage rental," he said. 

A number of speakers, other than 
mayors, were heard on various phases 
of the situation. John H. Lewis spoke 
for the sludge system of purification. 
David Robinson asserted the Portland 
Anti-Stream Pollution Council is will-
ing to extend every help, Walter 
Baer, engineer, talked on finance 
problems_. _______ _ 

SEWAGE PLANT BIG NEED 
I ~-....c~A.J·~i FINLEY DEsdrmES PLLV FOR 

I FINANCING PROJECT. 

Great Importance of Clean River 

to Future of Portland and 

Oregon Stressed. 

A plan for financing a modern dis-
posal plant to take ·care of city sewage 
to remove the filth from the Willam-
ette river was described yesterday by 
William L. Finley, naturalist and 
writer, who is chairman of the educa-

1 tional committee of the Portland Anti-
Pollution council. 

I "The Pacific northwest is destined 
to become the great summer play-

1 ground of our nation, attracting peo-
ple from far and wide'; bringing in the 
harvest of tourist wealth," Mr. Finley 
said. "Portland invites people to come 
here for health and recreation. 

"But the Willamette river within 
our city .limits is polluted with the 
filth of more than 50 sewers. During lthe summer months it is loaded with 
such festering poisonous ooze that the 
city health department has warned 
children and their parents that it is 
dangerous even to touch the water. 

"Through a combination of circum-
stances, the people of Portland have 
an unusual opportunity to establish a. 
modern disposal plant to take care or 
the city sewage. It can be done more 
economically now than at some future 
time. 

"The plan is as follows: The city 
commissioners have placed on the bai-
lot a bond issue to be voted at the 
coming city election, July 21. The 
amount is not to exceed $6,000,000, of 
which 30 per cent will be assumed by 
the federal government. The bonds 
are not a lien on the taxpayers or the 
city, but on the sewage plant and rev-
enues and will be accepted by the Re-
construction Finance corporation." 
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