
4a7 ot 

-1-a .... n ...... • ... t ... r.....__, 1911, in .PW'•wm.oe ot Ille An ot ~·•• ot Ju• 17, 

1902 ( aa Sta., 388) • and aot• alM'Dila,017 tbereot aD4 !ftWpl .. ntal')' 

iher.to, l>e\nen \he UllfiaJ STJ.!I'ES 01 .\MKIUOA, h.ere1natt6r a°'Jl-4 the 

lhU teti S'at•a, aciing in 'ht• behalf b7 .t. 1. tond, &>r9Jtsd llMtDZ:• 
u. s. ecla•lion Semo•• '$h•l'ftllto '1ul7 authortse4, ad \he 1:ia.th 

Dra~ Dia,r1ot, a publ1o oorporatlon 4Ul7 org.Use4 an4 e:d.atlng 

U1l4•r lb.• lan ot '119 su•• ot O.repn, w1 'h it• p,,inotpal plaoe ot 

l>v.•1••• at Klamath lalla, Oregcm, herebiat\er at7led. 11141 l>l•tric•. 

WllDSSlSSt Iba' 

WBifdJUS the .P18'rio11 PJ'GPO••• •o reolabt bJ' a roooas ot 
uat~, ewporaU.on and trrlgatlon all ot tbe land• w1Wu •14 

41at:r1ot oantiaUq ot appro:dnta"•l7 27 ,ooo ao.r .. aa4 ioing a par\ 

ot \h• srth or n•» land• 17lng wUhin or adJ&oent 'o whai l• 

19nerall7 known aa Lower na.th L*.e la &l.Ma'h (,)o'Qn\f, Oregon., am 

S1u17ou • ant1. l1torda, ~a•t ot th• .rigb.t ot ftJ' ot tu U.litom14 

a 'oial. aJtM ot app~tely M,ooo aore•1 ad 

1SEW.S ta14 .Lower ilaath Jialc• 11 at oertaiu aouona ot 'h• 

'19ar te4 wilh wat•u· troa ~· JCl••th il'Mr 'hrOIMJb. a oerla.lli ••• ffq 

or ohann•l lm.om and heres.a 4••1gnateci u i:l.alath Strait, wbloh .PU••• 
unaeio aald ra1lroa4 and tbroup Ua .. anlmln' b7 •aaa ot aa opel11Dg 

01" Glll'fert. whioll aa1d open1ag or •1 ... •n bat b•• ao o0Qltnfte4 •• 
to pe1111 i the 9laol ot gatea U•io•ht tor tU pu.J'PO&e ot OODt:rolllq 

the tlOlf ot water through the ••s •4 



-2 -

SSlltu.S \he ,.,Wot re41.ama\t.on p:r~e4 b7 •14 lliell'iot 

OO!l.templ.U•• the olo11»g ol •h• ga.tt• lJl ea14 JU.aia•ll Stra.11 ao a1 

to •zolit4e or control tu ttuther flow ot was•r ll'Cllll 'hit l'.1-th lUWI' 

lnto eatd ld)inJ" Jtlaa•ll l.alt• aa4 'lh•nb7 to taoll1Y.•• tlMt reolaution 

ot •b• land• ...-ist:1on.14; &114 

m!allis there are o•rlabl OW2'•r• ot •rah or IRlllf lu41 w1UdJl 

or bo1'44ril'l4 on .aid Lower Klaalath. .lJ'lk• wbO alna or •1 ola1m ta ha•• 
oel't•m rtp\e b-or 'o tu watera ot •14 lak• •Uher a1 l'lpar1aa 

OWll•re or u •PPJ"Opriatora ot wa'•r th•Ntr•, aa4 paritcsularl1 ta• 

Van Jr1 ... r '1Uoh ~' Whloh hall o:r claim• \o ba•• a 'Me\•4 wa\er 
•igbt 1a ea14 lake ot tltt7 (~O) .. oou4 ten, wlaloll ta llft~ anct tor · 

t:rdgat1cm ot land.a ud•r U• lnlgatlOJ). •1•••• wbioh riaJ>.u ll8rY be 
atteoteu ~7 ~h• lowering of 'h• .. , ... lnel ol aa14 .1*8 \J the oloatq 

~ ~ 

of th• pt•• in aa14 Kla&la~St:i:"&U. all4 all Of w!sioh poaathl• rlght1 

Ol" ola.111a nm•' be ta~ ln1o oon•1Ura\1()p in ooim.to,1011 wUh \he pro-

po1al to alo.. tu .,,.. atoi"ttaa1d; an4 \ 

•~ U 1• •ocmomioall.7 pl:'ao\leabl• \ o a\1)pl7 '11• •14 

Vau Brimer l>Uoh OomJGD.1 \he q-.nU.'1 ot •'•r u.o•••l"J tor \he 

proper 1rr1gat1on at 'be l.aD.4• UJMler ad 1rl'igable 1ihrqh 1 ta •J•i• 
tro11 '118 GO'f•l'lllMn••• 1rrigaUon IJ'•t• la1Dlrrl •• th• ~laaa•h JrOjeqt 

ln 11tm ot '21• auppl1 hceioto• bact .m ue4 bJ aa.14 OO.pan1 tr• 

Lower xia-ib. l.alic• 'by adapUns \be distrtlnltioa .,. •• Of •h• nua\l:l 

P:roJ•n to tliob. a plane •4 

• 
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11mitBA9 the. UDtUd S14-.•• baa heretoton expea4ed slUla. of .-..,, 

..,.gau.na us.aao .• oo, bl fll1tlng. 1n••tlgaUou aa io th• prae• to•U~lJ' 

an4 4••11''b111'7 ot l''411-1tlblg •14 •rah or ,_.P land.• &4 iii \he ~ull4-

11'g of 1:r~.tga\1on .orb tor the e\Ol'f'P• 41'fere1ou, 4nol0l"MS a1l4 «n.ta-

ap ot ••t•r• l.11:ag • b•lng an.cl tlowtng a u4 a-.oui ••ld Uaa\h h"CIJ•o• 

lo•1ng tOlfA.1'4 au.Ob reolalatl 011 .&214 \o th• 410alng ot .11-..•h S1ral t ta 

40a•4'lon therewt.tb., an4 \hit tmUe4 stat•• ba• no\ beto nlllbv1e4 foi-

•14 •q4m4U»• or any p&ft 'lllof'•ot a an« 

~ \be 41atr1ot, in tu.nhvanoe of U• PIU'PO .. lo aooc.pl11b 

tll• nolamaU• ot .S.t• l.an4•• • atoreM14, •1111'9• th• T1a1 \4Ml ata••• \O 
elo•• 01' Opel'•'• tM _,.. in th• a14 ltla-.th S,r.' •O .... '° P""•' 
or ngulat• th• turill•I' tlow of iu wat•r• ot thAt llalla._h as.,,.r cm. \ • 

aa14 laml• or 1.a' o J..onr ltlamth l£ft.e; 

lot, fDlliiQ.\U, tn oou1a.ra.t1 of th• prelld.•ff an4 ot th• 

p.-Oi111e• • OO'W'ew:lt• h•ntn ooatalne4 i:o be apt aac1 pertol'll94, 1 \ 

1• atullJ OO"fa.at1••cl as agrMA b•\ween ~ p_.1•• hw•t o ae followa 

111 !he D1nrtot a.pee• •o 4el1v•r io ib UnUe4 St•'••• •l•Ua-

•ou•l1 wi\b ill• Ufllli1on ot 1ih1• 00111itaot. 4ul7 enoui~ wa1Ye~. la 

tor:a aatlaf3oto:r1 'o the UnUe4 aiat••• from all :rip.nan. oc•~• ot 

lan.4• in OngoJ\ b01"4•r:lng on aa14 ~r JO&liath Lake. wl•lng olaim 01' 

ol:d• tor b1 &#d all o.aiape nwl\iag or tu\ _, reetalt, or be 

cla1•4 "• ha1• l'ltdlt•d.• '• ui4 lan4•• or to tia1r owur•• \hell' 

heir; 01" ... ,1pa, b7 nuon or 1&14 sa••• ln ltlau~ 5\i>.S.'1 lHt1Jl8 oloaff.. 
at'Mr• •lai:llai' in pupo•• aad toi. ball alao 'b• "ovd l:Jy \he D11,r:lo:t 



t:rom the lfdd Van lr19Hr l>lioh •l*tl.1 aud 4el1.e"4 to Ut.e U'A1tecl 

Stat•• • taeretaaboT• pro-Yldod, tog•tber wlih a alldlar watnr 

ueouteli b7 and. on 'b•balt ot \he nlt\1'1o\, all ot w!aloh faicl wal••• 
ahall '" HQONM bf and ai the uptJJllie ot t'.bb l>11ll'f.Ot •ltfhin lh• 

Ooun,7 ill whioh \P napeoUp laaid• ll•. 

2. lt .u ••r•,ood art4 ~ ihai •boul. th• n.U.ltozt 

ot aa14 411t1"1ot l.anda 1n ~ ll!UDIJ" her.ta a011inp1a'e4 p:rot• S. 

p:-aotioall• or M itot aoo0111Pl19hed 1n rea•OD&bl• oompliauoe with \he 

pro'flalon• her•ot or 1n.t•rt•re wHh •u groper :reolama,ion o.r uae 

ot publ1o laud• ull 11i .a'.bcu14 l>t deetald b7 th• UDUed $,atq n•Of.t•a&1"7 

or 4et1nbl• ror ih• pur,pos• ot NOl&ttll.ng or b••• u.UJ..lstng tbe pul>l.lo 
lazad.• witlUu •14 asar11h or nut.P lam1 aM&, •• oonl-.pla\e4 bt th• 

Oreson AO\ ot JarJJ1li'q 20, lWOO tQeural ~ ot Oregon., 1905. P• UJ, 

all4 tb.lt ~11 toma Ao' ot M~ a, 1905 \ !Jalitornia Statut••• 1900, 

P• .ft), to tlood or overtln •u .,.. •d lo '1u\\ em to opeJt or "Pl•'• 
tlMl gate• 111 aa14 Kl.-th Strate, Ua.• IU.a,.not wlll rel••• an4 hertl>J 
4o•• relea•• nd wal'ff _,. A*1. all olaita tor ctaaagea ap.1aat th tfn.Ue4 

State• retulUng. or tlifit 111q 'M ol4ltff4 CO b.aT• r•ultt4. •o U•~ri• I... 

lama '07 1'8Uon ot their b•lllS' returtt• on aaoow~ of \he oP•lliiag ot 

aaid gat•• \o thetr 1101"91 001UtS.~n aa ot th• 4$\e he:reot, Ol" o\bem••• 

U be1iag \h• in1ien11on beroot •hat the l>tett"ict •aall p:roltot -4 ••• 

hanlea1 the 11n1'U14 S~atea &SfllUt ola.1•• ot arq kintl wbioh llOI aria• 

fl'<'ll own.en ot or ola1man.\e to U1h-S.ot l.au4e on aooou.n• of •b• ueO'Q.U.cm 

ot lh1• ~--a\. 
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a. '1l• K•trlcs• OOYaaat•, l>J'Olll•" qd ae~• to par to 
\Q8 t111Utd 9'8l•••-ihrough, lU. prop•r ~ttlo•t •h*rtof 4ul.7 4etigaate4 

\O woel•• n.oh paJ118n'&. •l-1.tuewaly w1\h \he •xecm,1on 91 Ud.1 

oonira4i. 'be •• ot T°MJU1""'0'"9 lllOulilDll ft•• HuDd."4 l>ol1ar• 
($2s.:;oo.OO) 111 oa&h, to oo~•tt \1lA oo•' baoUJTed or \ha\ _,. b• 

J.n®l"l"M 'b7 lh• u.u '" S1al•• in adapt lag ih4t 41etrllni'Uon 118'• 

ot th• :ll.-'h PrOJeo\ to' •• 4•11 Wrf ol a water •PPll' ot tlft7 

( 50) •"oucl t•e1 eaoh aeatO# 'o ~b• V•n J .rl••r J>UOll ~ 1Ji. 11• 

ot it• pnMDt -~•r :rlgb.t in \batt qvan•u1 tn tower •lMt&th .t..au. 

4. U1 1• UJ'ld•ra•oo« alld .gree4 lbat the tltty (501 •oCIM\ 

t••' ot •••~ to 'M turt11tlH4 Uut vaa sn. .. r UU•h OGllp&nJ tl"Oll ihe 
na.'1!1 ProJ•o• aa btnUa&bo•• piio.utte4 to,,. 8ha.ll 1>e o..u.a~ 'DJ' tM 

._1'•4 Sla1•• io llw Y• Bnmu Dl'lo ~&11.1' •' .:ne poti.• ev. ·'119 

oa:aal JQlon. ae •lMI '"SO'ltth B~h C&1lal" ot ~ JCl.-th PrtJ•ot 1-••rnota 

c.e oaul aon. aa tu ttlfo,nh J.a••Nl" ot th• 17•'• of '1l• van Brl..,. 
l>ltob OOaipL!W, aa14 point of ba.taraeo·U.on l>•11'8 aew t» mn'11N•• 

oorur ot u.. llll/' ot aeo. a, f. ~1 s... a. 10 &. , W'.. Jt,.,, all4 that 

.u lhalte4 au.••• Will ooaatnai u4 1utall •• an-oat • •Mll •14• 

ot aaid "SW*h l\ioa:llGb Qanaltt a\ ta14 i>otni of ml•neo•ton tor 4•11.,.q 

ot wat•r to sU4 OOllP6U7• •14 tv.-ou• to bt u4 l'91bdn •h• propen;r 
ot the Uzl1 ff4 $\a•••• 1 •• 1uooeaaora 111'&4 aaeltl'l•• and abJ•ot io op•n.U.OJl 

A1l4 OOllU-ol exolul1't11J lt1' , ... 
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5 • . ll 1• tv~u~ tad•re"o4 a.i ag.-.td th&\ tor th• ;PUrpo••• 

of th1a agn_.n, 'h• 1nl.gat1on •ea•on dudng wh1dh •t•r lhall 'M 

~·~ to tht Vau Bl'lmer D!tob. ~Pf&D1 u hereln pro1'14e4 tor lhall 

'b• OOJ:a814•red aa men.ting fl'Otl ila7 fl~n to Oot•nr tilteenUt.t b-

olu•l••• ot eaob P•t pl'Ovl4e4 that at th• opUort. ot '1l• unue S'•'•• 

•1•.r ._, ll• del1v8ff4 'o aa14 com~ aa earlf' &• ,pr1l t1t\eeuth. ta 

MJ 1eu. upon wr1 itc reqwta\ to \he lhdld S'•'•• l>)' 'h• d.ul7 au.ihonael 
~pre•entath• ot \lt• ~· 

&. !h• l>iarto' oov~'•• pr.S.••• aaM1 asr•e• •o aaaUl'M a:D4 

pa7, alJ4 'o '1ut.t ..i. her•b7 ~11.'ld• i'&•elf', it1 lan41 and p:oper1y ot 
nt'q Obaraot•r, \hat ,Pttopoi-t1ou of the total espencUiuH uretoto" 

sde or to b• -4• l>7 or on bell.alt ot \la Unlt" Sta'•• in oo••o'i:m\ 

with 1.b.• ,propo1e4 reol&ra•lon of Lower .11-t.th .Lake a:t•h or ..-p 

ianaa. uolu41ng th# tu.1>00 n&llliMI 111 paragraph s hereot .&114 .a 

a44Ulc>ul au.a of ~ao,ooo t beil'JB an cr•4 oap1ta'U.sat1on Of '11• anaal 

o.bllrp• tor \be opereiion and e1a"teJl&Jle• qt '1'• caala &114 airuoiuru 

ueoea1aq f'O't ihe d•li ver1 ot •he a'bo•• •nUcmo4 t1tt7 \ 50) ••ocnd. 

t•ei Of wal•r '\O \h• VQ lrt=-r lltioh ~) t hU-elD. agrMd ,0 be 

283,226, •bat 11h• to'al a~e of p:rtvate or "'•tod laud hlol.u.4-4 
in. ta14 D1•\rlo\, •••1~t•d a1 .20.000 aorea, be~ to \ht tot&l aorea19 

ot 1a14 DU"O or •alllp l-4• wt ihln or •~iual to l.onr Jtlama11h 1.ake, 

uti•l'4 a~ M,000 acre•, lMtlDC m>/54 of f288t22t;, or \!>A ••et 

4104,,na. l!h w!d m •14 aua aba1l. 'be pal4 'o tu Unlte4 S\a\~•· u1 

euooeHora or ualpa, .. tollont 
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028.50,0.00 OD 'mt e&.ollU.cm Of lld.• OG'l,rad 
z,v11.1a on neo~or 1, 1918 2,.,,,.,, If .. ,. 

1919 
2,1?1.18 " ff " 1920 a,rrr.7a .. .. ft 1921 
4,636.03 ft ll 1926 
a,565.10 • rt " 1927 
G,565.10 tt It 1t 1928 
6,565.10 .. t1 " 1929 
G,5$5.10 " 

,, .. 1930 
6,565.10 " 1t .. 1931 
S,566.10 " "" .. 1932 
6,566.10 .. .. • • 1938 
6,56!>.lO .. If 

" 1934 
6,665.10 tt ff '* 198 
6,565.10 tt ff rt 1936 

IJ91e 1)1 lft ri.ot lao ilt4•• to Pa.1' 1nter&•' ai th• :ra" ot •iih' pw Gm.l$ 
( 8 per a.At) l/61' fll,UJ),\114 frCll the. f.iUe da~e unU.l paid OU G)l' &.Jlll .ul 

Pfi.1Ql<Sllts 4col"Ui:ag uu4er the $trnt1 he.reot au.Ii !Wt pat4 wha dµe. lt 

it 1• ultb:u;;.iely tl•termbea that tbe iot azea ot private or patat.S 

land• wit.bin the l>1Dir1ot uoeol11 20,000 .:J.Ol'Hs a.t ••t.111&te-4 at \Jw 

data .l\ere61, than th• · i•t.rtot s1•1ee to 'J161 upon such ex.oeu area 

at tho ss~• r~tv pot aero as 11 btr•b; f1.:t:e4 to~ said 20,000 aar••• 

anob. pa7!lent to be made ·QJ. th the tinsl allmuU tnat~lmont hftrcNJ:ldor. 

deliwr7 to 1t bJ' th• llt1triot of \he mlvtrs u.~ahl111\ ele1ma for 

dA1sme11 a1 :he:reim>.bova provtdod anti t>ie ,pa~nt b1' the lllstriot ot 

the sum ot 'l'\ven.tJ-threo fhouoand Five J!m1.llred. Dollars (i23,500) • 

upon th• .OXGauU.c.n a.n4 ·~proYal. ot tht a oQntrtwit 'tb&. Un! \od o1at•e 
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Uu• omt.-ao,, banlq aoi• ot God ·aa4 'QJl&Yo14a'bl• aoo·ldaia be~ 

•tw 0011tNl ot *h• Urdt•4 Ski••i pl'O"f'i0.-4 'Ulat the •••~1&1 l1l4 laboir 
MM••a:rJ' tor \he clo1tq Ui•ioeof •ball be provid.ed by amt a\ ih• 

Ul>••• ot •14 Dtatrio\. the same 1o be 1u\alle4 \'&mie.r "11• 41reo\loa 
ot th• l?l"OJ•oi Mll'l~ra proYi.4.S tul'th• tba\ o.e ua.tt• S'h.t•• abaU 

haY• am reta11l the l'lgb.t to OP4Jl'A Al.cl gate• ·a\ ' • 1itua 8D4 1n 'h• 

~1" p!'eaol'1be4 aa4 000.,-.plat.O. bJ P&raCJapb 2 u:reot tne h• 

ol&tm or ola.lm• tor dailage• bf r••• t:Mr•ot1 aucl p:o•1'1ed. tu.rtb.e.r 
tbat ahoulci 1.' 6' a1f1 time b•OO•• a4•1aabl• or uoea1a17 bl \h• J"l14pa1 

or the 1>1etd.ot 'o oonw1 •t.r through aa.lcl pt•• ln oomi•oU.cm wttll 

tb• reolamat1on of 1 ta land• the oon\~l ot •aid. P••• ahall tn au.oh 
••• be 'Qlld.•~ ngttlaU.O!la pre•orib•4 b7 'b.e llm.'84 1n.u ... 

8. 1' la tvther un4eHtooc& ad agN4 that ,. ablol.U\e D4 

oosapl•'• OG:L\rol ot •14 ga,•• 1n n .. th O!tralt lhall -· qd ?' .. 111 
1n \he UJU•td Stal•• unUl hll aal oom,pl•'• pa,._, i!o ~ Uld.ted. 
S1at._ baa be•n ad• ot the aa• aua ot 288,22&, wUh wq aoone4 
hat•re••• wh•l'npon oonirol t~ffOt •7 be •rJ'ddered. 'b7 the l1r1Ue4 

Sta~•• upon •uoh t•iw and oOD.d1Uont •• •7 be •'ual1J agreed upoa 

b7 th• Ullttt4 sw.••• 4 th• oooQ.Pa!lt• &DA omen ot a •J0ril7 ot 

eal4 54,ooo •on• M ht:reln del1.pa\e4. 
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'· 1\ 1• turth•r 1Ul4•n,oo4 alld agrtM'Ml 'Jlat th• U».t-• atat•• 
•hall no\ be obligated. to oon•tno• uq port1oa ot -. qa•• requtrecl 

tor \ill• 1n~U• or-4:ratiaage ot aatd, or •ll7• manl'I. OJ' anap lan4•• 

ao:r •o operate tt •lll' aUi •u<ll workt. nor 'o expeD4 UT ~\her ••• 

lowar<l the reolaaa\l• ot aa1 llaHli. or •up 1a.D4s, nor 4o• Ur.• 

bu.a. State• ase'WM an-, n11>0a1lb1l1'7 tor 1ha 1uoo••• ot •ta.elr 
r•clamatlcm. 

lo. f.bu ooa.irao'\ lhall be 'btndl~ on tl'l• pan1•• ber.\o 02111 

upon the ap_proval henot b7 the Mreo,or ot tbe Um ••cl Stat.. a.oi..t ion 
'S•rtioe. 

ll. Jo lllt•r••' tn th1• ~--' lball be traaatei-r-4 b7 'h• 

X>b~ttn \o arq o'1lu pal'17 .s. \houi Ul• wrlUtm oon-.i ot •bo lhl1'e4 

sutee, &1l4 a1Q' noll •raaater 9hal). oauae ..-'tllment of •be otn\t•cn 10 
ta u '11• lb!1\e4 St•••• 1• OOtloeine4; all l'lp\• ot aoU.o~. ~.,_., 

tor b~ea• ot th!.a oct:raot are """eel \o iJ:t.e Unlte4 etat••• u 

proYiil•4 b7 ••o•t• 3137, Ile•Ue4 S\a.tu.t•• ot the Unlt•d aut••· 
12. •o ._..r of or ~l••t• •o ~ ...... or ll••14ent 00.1••1our 

att•r hi• eleot1on Ol" app01at••'• or eUhot b.eto:re or atter h• b&• 

qultt194 aad during hi• ocmUrmano• .ln ottS.o., am no ottiaer, a.gen'• 

or •mplo,.• of \he Gowl"SUMJlh ehall bt adld.t•ed. \o &llf' ahar• or pan ot 

Wa ocmtr'"" or agrte1111ni, or •o &'Ill , .. tJ.\ 10 art•• imr«ipo1t. &otb1nc, 

how;ne, ll.er-111 OCJll\alaed lball o• ooutl"IMtd $0 u\•a\ \o ~ 1Mor
porate4 

ooa,panv, wlM:r• auab. o.cmtJ' 01 or ogrMMat 11 •d• tor tu general ~n
atlt 

ot w.ob inoorpora•ton o:r OOll~• •• pt"P1.4ecl 1!1 ••oU-ou 116 ot \h• act 

ot \JOtlgreaa appr••-1 Jla:r<il 4, 190i (35 sut. x.., 1109). 
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llttbalt ot the Klaalt.\h l>ralmge 2>1etJ'ltrt b7 1u, dttlr eleotod.. qual.J.tlel 

and ao11ns !fte,ta•n\ and Booretar;r, 1'9epeoti••l1'• the:rean'o 4u17 

auiho:rt••4 'bJ' reeoluUon ot ua boari. ot tU,..atore dated l9YDU lla 'llf • 

a oerilt'led. ocaw ot wldah 1• h•eto at\aollBd• ill'.ld, on behalf ot th• Vlflt:W 

Sl',i4.tES "I AUitla& b7 lt• 4ul7 aatho:rlsed ottlov \he 4q and J"HZ" flra\ 

s~. •••1-4 and d.,.. 
u ..... red la th• pieeenoe ot 
u •• Witll•••••• 

11 ________________ _,.. __ _ 



THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this 30th dap of 

November, 1917, in pursuance of the Act of Congress of June 17, 1902 

(32 Stat., 388), and acts amendatory thereof and supplementary thereto, 

between the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, hereinafter styled the 

United States, acting in this behalf by J. B. Bond, Project Manager, 

U. s. Reclamation Service, thereunto duly authorized, and the Klamath 

Drainage District, a public corporation duly organized and existing 

under the laws of the State of Oregon, with its principal place of 

business at Klamath Falls, Oregon, hereinafter styled the District. 

WITNESSETB: That 

WHEREAS the District proposes to reclaim by a process of 

drainage, evaporation and irrigation all of the lands within said 

district consisting of approximately 27,000 acres and being a part 

of the marsh or swamp lands lying within or adjacent to what is 

generally known as Lower Klamath Lake in Klamath County, Oregon, and 

Siskiyou County, California, east of the right of way of the Californ:ia. 

Northeastern Railway as it crosses said marsh or swamp lands, including 

a total area of approximately 54,000 acres; and 

WHEREAS said Lower Kla..'nath Lake is at certain seasons of the 

year fed vii th water from the Klamath River through a certain water way 

or channel known and herein designated as Klamath Strait, which passes 

under said railroad and through its embankment by means of an opening 

or culvert, which said opening or culvert has been so constructed as 

to permit the placing of gates therein for the purpose of controlling 

the flow of water through the same; and 

WHEREAS THE METHOD OF RECLAMATION PROPOSED BY SAID District 

contemplates the closing of the gates in said Klamath Strait so as to 

exclude or control the further flow of water from the Klamath River 

into said Lower Klamath Lake and thereby to facilitate the recla~ation 

of the lands mentioned; and 
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' rHEREAS there are certain owners of marsh or swamp lands 

within or bordering on said Lower Klamath Lake who claim or may claim 

to have certa.in rights in or to the waters of said lake either a.a 

riparian o~ners or as appropriators of water therefrom, and 

particularly the Van Brimmer Ditch Company, which has or claims to 

have a vested water right in said lake of fifty (50) second feet, 

which is now, and for many years has been, according to said Company's 

claim, used for the irrigation of lands under its irrigation system, 

which rights may be affected by the lowering of the water level of 

said lake by the closing of the gates in said Klamath Strait, and all 

of which possible rights or claims must be taken into eonsideration 

1n connection with the proposal to close the gates aforesaid; and 

WHEREAS it is economically practicable to supply the said 

Van Brimmer Ditch Company the quantity of water necessary for the 

proper irrigation of the lands under a.nd irrigable through 1 ts system 

from the Government's irrigation syste,n known as the Klamath Pro jeot 

in lieu of the supply heretofore had and used by said Company from 

Lower Klamath Lake by adapting the distribution system of the Klamath 

Project to such a plan; and 

WHEREAS the United States has heretofore expended sums of 

money, aggregating g~283,225.00, in making investigations as to the 

practicability and desirability of reclaiming said marsh or swamp 

lands and in the building of irrigation works for the storage, 

diversion, development and drainage of vraters lying, being and 

flowing 1n and about said Klamath Project looking toward such 

reclamation and to the closing of Klamath Strait in connection 

therewith, and the United States has not been reimbursed for 

said expenditures or any part thereof, and 

;.HERE.AS the district, in furtherance of 1 ts purpose to 
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accomplish the reclamation of its la.nds, as aforesaid, 

desires the United States to close or operate the gates in the said 

Klamath Strait so as to prevent or regulate the further flow of the 

waters of the Klamath River on to said lands or into Lower Klamath Lake~ 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of the 

promises and covenants herein contained to be kept and performed., it 

is mutually covenanted and agreed between the parties hereto as folbows: 

1. The District agrees to deliver to the United States, 

simultaneously with the execution of this contract, duly executed 

vmivers, in form satisfactory to the Un~ted States, from all riparian 

owners of lands in Oregon bordering on said Lower Klamath Lake, 

waiving claim or claims for any and all damages resulting or that may 

result, or be claimed to have resulted, to said lands, or to their 

owners, their heirs or assigns, by reason of said gates in Klamath 

Strait being closed. Waivers similar in purpose and form shall also 

be secured by the Di strict from the aai d Van Brimmer Ditch Company 

and delivered to the United States as hereinabove provided, together 

with a similar waiver executed by and on behalf of the District, all 

of which said waivers shall be recorded by and at the expense of the 

District within the County in which the respective lands lie. 

z. It is understood and agreed that should the reclamation 
of said district lands in the manner herein contemplated prove im-

practicable or be not accomplished in reasonable compliance with the 

provisions, hereof or interfere with the proper reclamation or use 

of public lands and it should be deemed by the United States necessary 

or desirable for the purpose of reclaiming o:r beet utilizing the public 

lands within said marsh or swamp land area, as contemplated by the 

Oregon Act of January 20, 1905 (General Laws of Oregon, 1905, P• 63), 

and the California Act of February 3, 1905 (California Statutes, 1905, 
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p. 4) , to flood or overflow the aame and to that end to open or 

:regulate the gates in said Klamath Strait, the District will release 

a.nd hereby does release and waive any and all claim for damages 

against the United States reeul ting, or that may be c1aimed to have 

resulted, to district lands by reason of their being returned on 

account of the opening of said gates to their normal condition as of 

the date hereof, or otherwise, it being the intention hereof that the 

District shall project and save harmless the United States against 

claims of any kind which may arise from owners of or claimants to 

district lands on account of the execution of this agreement. 

3. The District covenants, promises and agrees to pay to 

the United States, through the proper officer thereof duly designated 

to receive such payment, simultaneously with the ex.ecution of this 

contract, the sum of Twenty-three Thousand Five Hundred Dollars 

$23,500.00) in cash, to cover the cost incurred or that may be 

incurred by the United States in adapting the distribution system 

of the Klamath Project for the delivery of a water supply of fifty 

( 50) second feet each season to the Va."l Brimmer Ditch Company in lieu 

of its present water right in that quantity in Lower Klamath Lake. 

4. It is understood and agreed that the fifty (50) second 

feet of water to be furnished the Van Brimmer Ditch Company from the 

Klamath Project as hereinabove provided for shall be delivered by the 

United States to the Van Brimmer Ditch Company at the point where the 

canal known as the "South Branch Canal 1• of the Klamath Project 

intersects the canal known as the "North Lateral*' of the system of 

the Van Br1mmex Ditch Company, said point of intersection being near 

the northwest corner of the NEl/4 of Sec. 31 5. 41 S., R. 10 E., 

W. M., and that the United States will construct and install one 

turn-out on each side of said 11South Branch Canal" at ea.id point of 
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intersection for delivery of water to said Company, said turn-outs to 

be and remain the property of the United States, its successors and 

assigns, and subject to operation and control exclusively by them. 

5. It is further llllderstood and agreed that for the pur-

poses of this agreement the i .rrigation season during which water shall 

be furnished to the Van Brimmer Ditch Company as herein provided for 

shall be considered as extending from May first to October fifteenth, 

inclusive, of each year; provided that at the option of the 

United States water may be delivered to said company as early ao 

April fifteenth in any year, upon written request to the United States 

by the duly authorized representative of the Company. 

6. The District covenants, promises and agrees to assume 

and pay, and to that end hereby binds 1tself, its lands and property 

of every character, that proportion of the total expenditures hereto-

fore made or to be made by or on behalf of the United States in 

connection with the proposed reclamation of Lower Klamath Lake marsh 

or swamp lands, including the ~23,500 named in paragraph 3 hereof 

and an additional sum of $30,000 (being an agreed capitalization of 

the annual charges for the ~peration and maintenance of the canals 

and structures necessary for the delivery of the above mentioned 

fifty (50) second feet of water to the Van Brimmer Ditch Company), 

herein agreed to be ~283,225, that the total acreage of private or 

patented land included in said District, estimated as 20,000 acres, 

bears to the total acreage of sa1d marsh or swamp lands within or 

marginal to Lower Klamath Lake, estimated at 54,000 acres, being 

20/54 of ~283,225, or the sum of $104,898.15, which said sum shall 

be paid to the United States, its successors o:r assigns, as follows: 
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23,500.00 on the execution of this contract 
2,777.78 on December 1 , 1918 
2,777.78 ff IJ II 1919 
2,777.78 ff ti fl 1920 
2',777.78 It It If 1921 
4,636.03 n II ti 1926 
s,.ss5.10 ti If If 1927 
6,565.10 If It n 1928 
6,565.10 II ll ff 1929 
6,565.10 II ti ti 1930 
6,565.10 JJ JI ,, 

1931 
6,565.10 ff If II 1932 
6,565.10 " JI If 1933 
6,565.10 If If ti 1934 

f 01, 5 'i( ·' J. 6 ,565.10 ti II fl 1935 
6,565.10 " 

fl « 1936 

The District also agrees to pay interest at the rate of eight per cent 

(8 per cent) per annum from the due date until paid on any and all 

payments accruing under the terms hereof and not paid when due. If 

1 t is ultimately determined that the total area of private or patented 

lands within the District exceeds 20,000 acres, as estimated. at the 

date hereof, then the District agrees to pay upon such excess area 

at the same rate per acre as it hereby fixed for said 20,000 acres, 

such payment to be made with the final annual installment hereunder. 

7. The United States covenants and agrees that upon the 

delivery to it by the District of the waivers against claims for 

damages as hereinabove provided and the payment by the District of 

the sum of Twenty-three Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ( ~23,500), 

and upon the execution and approval of this contract the United States 

will oause the gates in said Klamath Strait to be closed and to be 

kept closed, except as herein otherwise provided, during the 

continuance of this contract, barring act a of God a...Tld unavoidable 

accidents beyond the control of the United States; provided that 

the material and labor necessary for the closing thereof shall be 

provided by and at the expense of said District, the same to be 

installed under the direction of the Project Ya.nager; provided 
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further that the United States shall have and reta,in the right to 

open said gates at the times and in the manner prescribed and con-

templated by paragraph a hereof free from claim or claims for damages 

by reason thereof; and provided further that should it at any time 

become advisable or necessary in the judgment of the District to 

convey water through said gates in connection with the reclamation of 

its land,a the control of said gates shall in such case be under 

regulations prescribed by the United States. 

8.. It is further understood and agreed that the absolute 

and complete control of said gates in Klamath Strait shall be and 

remain in the United States until full and complete payment to the 

United States has been made of the same sum of $283,225, with any 

accrued interest, whereupon control thereof may be surrendered by the 

United Statee upon such te:rma and conditions as may be mutually 

agreed upon by the United States and the occupants and owners of a 

majority of said 54,000 acres as herein designated. 

9. It is further understood and agreed that the 

United States shall not be obligated to construct any portion of 

tbe system required for the irrigation or drainage of said, or ai1y, 

ma?sh or swemp lands, nor to operate or maintain such works. nor to 

expend any further sums toward the reclamation of said marsh or 

swamp lands, nor does the United States assume any responsibility for 

the success of their reclamation. 

10. This contl'aot shall be binding on the parties hereto 

only upon the approval hereof by the Director of the United States 

Reclamation Service. 

11. No interest in this agreement shall be transferred by 

the District to any other party without the \'fl'i tten consent of the 

Uni~ed States, and any such transfer shall cause annulment of the 
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contract so far as the United States 1s concerned; all rights of action, 

however, for breach of this contra.ct are :reserved to the United States, 

as provided.by section 3737, Revised Stat~tes of the United States. 

12. No Member of or Delegate to Congress, or Resident 

Commissioner after his election or appointment, or either before ox 

after he ha.s qualified and during his continuance in office, and no 

officer, agent, or employee of the Government, shall be admitted to 

any share or part of ·this contra.ct or agreement, or to any benefit 

to arise thereupon. liothing,, however, herein contained shall be 

construed to extenl. to any incorporated. company, where such contra.ct 

or agreement is made for the general benefit of such incorporation 

or company, as provided in section 116 of the act of Congress 

approved Maroh 4, 1909 (35 Stat. t., 1109). 

13. IN WITNESS WHEREOF this instrument has been executed 

on behalf ~f tl1e Klamath Drainage District by its duly elected, 

qualified and acting President and Secretary, respectively, thereunto 

duly auth11~ized by resolution of its boa.rd of directors dated 

November 13, 1917, a certified copy of which is hereto attached, 

and on behalf of the UNITED STATES OF .AMERICA by its duly 

authorized officer the day and year fi1·st above written. 

Signed, sealed and de-
li vexed in the presence of 
us as witnesses: IDHTED S'.I'ATES OF Aur;;RICA 

Klamath Drainage District 



Gtate of Oregon 

County of Kla.rnath 

) 
(ss. 
) 

. I 

THIS CERTIFIES that on this ~~~~~-day of 

1917, before me, the undersigned, ~~~~~~~~~~' a Notary Public 

in and for said County and State, personally appeared the within named 

and Secretary, respectively, of the within named Klamath Drainage 

District, a corporation, and they being known to me to be such 

officers and the identical persons described in and who executed the 

within instrum.ent for and on behalf of the eaid corporation, and said 

copporation being known to me to be the identical corporation for and 

on whose behalf the said instrument was executed, and said 

and 
--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~- -~~--~~~~~~~~~-

did t11en and there acknowledge to me that they did as such officers 

as in this certificate described execute the said instrument as and 

for tbe act and deed of said corporation in whose name and behalf 

t hey executed said instrument, and affixed thereto the corporate 

seal of said corporation, under authority in them vested by tbe 

Board of Directors of said corporation. 

VIITMESS my hand and Nota.x1al seal the day and year last 

aforesaid. 

Notary Public for Oregon. 

My commission expires~~~~~~~~~~~-

(Seal). 



/ 

I 

/ 
/Klamath Falls Heiald, June 25, 1920 --

BIRD RESERVE TO BE OPENED 

P1esident Sicns Bill to Open Thousands of Acies Rich Land to Soldie1s. 

House Resolution nuMbeI 8440 p1ovidine that the lands 
aiound the Lowe? Klamath Lake lying in Siskiou County, Califoinia, 

\
and Klamath County, 01egon, shall be open to entiy by soldie1s of 
the Wo1ld Wa1 and the a1ea of the biid 1ese1ve which includes these 
lands shall 'be cut dOi'Vn to inclm'ie only the lake watezs and the sho1e 
line, has been a~p1oved by the p1esident and becomes a law. 

Legislation foI the opening of the pa.It of the biid 1e-
se1ve not included in the open wateI has been pending foI seveial 
yea1s in one fo!m and anotheI, but the many complications p1evented 
action until this time. 

The good lands to be opened foI ent1y aie mostly tule 
lands that have become diy lands since the gates at the st1aits at 
Ady have been closed. These lands will be veiy valuable and at one 
time the State of Califo1nia set up a st1ong claim to the lands on 
the plea that the State ceded to the United States only the lands 
of the lake bed and that it was not the intention of the State to 
cede tule lands that aie d1y aria.It of the yeaI. The State's conten-
tion has been p1etty well th1eshed out befoie the department, and this 
bill is an indication that the inte1io1 department consideis the 
owne1ship of the lands in question vested in the United States. 

The amount of the land to be th1own open to entry will 
be dete1mined as well as the amount of the land that will be retained 
in the bird rese1ve by the Sec1eta1y of the Inte1ior. The date of 
the opening will also be determined by the departMent. At this time 
the1e is no intimation when that will be, but those interested hope 
the surveys can be completed and the land opened for settlement early 
next year. · 

The followine quotations from the law as passed will be 
of interest both to the pros,ective homesteaders and to those who 
were interested in the State of California getting the land back: 

(uotations fiom Existing Laws 

Whe.a the lands t:uound the lakes of northern California 
and Southern Oreeon were cede to the United States, the legtsl9tures 
of both States passed laws in reference to the matter. The ceding 
act passed by California contained the following language: 

"An act authoiizing the United States goveinment to 
lowe1 the water levels of any or all of the following lakes: Lower 
or Little Klamath Lake, Tu.le 01 Rhett Lake, Goose Lake and Clea.I 
Lake, situated in Siskiou and Modoc Counties, and to use any part OI 
all of the beds of said lakes fOI the sto1 a.ee of vvater in connection 
with the irrieation and Ieclamation operatlons conducted by the Re-
c1t:!,mation Service of the United States, all tight, title, interest, 
~laim of the State of California to aiid lands uncovered by the 
lowering of the water levels of any OI all of said l~kes not alieady 
disposed of by the State." 
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The act by which the lands were ceded by the State of Oregon 
contained the following language; 

"An act to autho1ize the utilization of Upper Klamath Lake, 
Lower or Little Klamath Lake, and Tule or Rhett Lake, situate in 
Klamath County, Oreg.on, and Goose Lake, situate in JJake County, Ore-
gon, in connection with the irrieatlon and reclamation overations 
of the Reclamation Service of the United States, and to cede to the 
United States all right, title, interest and claim of the State of 
Oregon to any and. all lands recovered by the lowering of the water 
levels or by d:r:ainage of any or all of said lakes." 

The 9Iesent act states that these lands to be opened will be 
subject to homestead entry and gives the governr~ent prior rieht to 
the lands for irrigation and drainage to pay his provortion of the 
reclamation fund now charged to the lands which amount in the aggre-
gate to ~283,225.00 which has already been expended. It is general-
ly undezstood that this charge is to be.borne equally by 54,000 
acres which would be a cha.I ge of about \)6. 00 .::ier acre. This moaey 
is to pe·paid in installments of one dollaI per acre pe! annum, the 
fiist i~stallment being paid at the time of filing on the land. 



Klu.math Falls Re1a l d . iTune 25, 1920 --

BIRD HESERiTE TO 13E OPENED 

Eiesident Si g n s Bi l l to Ope11 :.·hotrne..l.ili.f;j of Aczes Rich Land t o Soldie1s. 

House Hesolution n1u1be1 8440 ~1ovidine that the lands 
axound the Lowex Klat1ath Lake 1~~irtf; i n Siskiou County. Califo1nia, 
and Klamath Count~' • 01egon, shall be open to entl: ~; b~ soldieJ: s of 
the ' orld i·:e: ! and +;he a:xea of the hl.!d :r:ose:tve whic h inclndes those 
l an ds shall !:le out do\r:n to Lriclucte only th~ la'°e ~9.te 1 s and the sho1e 
l ine, ha8 iJ~f"it~ ~._-1•110 eci. o.~1 t'1~ l")J:esirtent end becoMes a la.w. 

Laeisl&tion fo1 the orening of the puz t of t~e b i i d re-
se1v e not ii1cluded ln th~ o~en wa~eI has bean ~enaing fo1 Reveial 
· yeu.1 s i n one i'o:n'l D.nd anothct. hut the mmy co~plications v1evented , 
a c tion until this ti.:;r3. 

':.'he e;ood. lti.nd s t·o 1;e own1en .for en-t:rJ tne mostly t u l e 
lands that r:..~-lvo oecorr1·} d!;1 lt•J'.0s i:dnc:r.-; the (':'ei.tef; nt. tho s-~iaits at 
Ady have heo1:.. cl:)seo.. Th;:is0 la.r:d.13 'i"~ill i)e vei~· valuaTJle and at one 
t i me the !)1·ri.te of Ca.lLCorflia Get n.;.) H et!nnc; clnin to tha J uncts on 
the p lea t:r ... :::.t +!1e StatA ceded. 4:•) thA ~Jni te.i ;)tntnB onl:; the lnnds 
of the lukG heri u.ti.! tn.at it Y.&s :not; ti1c in+:f~n~; ion of 1·1ie i3i.~t.e to 
· cede tule l[J.f1ds that aro d:ry u :>:iut of 1ho yea!. 'l'he State' s conten-
tion has been ri1otty well t1ue[3h~d out he±'oie the tic;·a:rtrnent, und thiit 
bill is an imiicr:..tiun thn:t tJ,f, i1~tn1io! liC)ti:.drnMd: co:::sici.e:rs th:e 
own e I ship of tho lands l n quei:-:;+,ion v~sted in the Uni tod States. 

Cho a.Nonnt of tnP. 1~u1d t;o b(} thrown o:}en t J ant ! J will 
b e · dete:zmined. as i.rnll as the cuno tmt~ o~ the land that ·will be zetained 
in the bird :rosoIVD hy the SACne-th1:r of the 111t1=nlo1 . Tho de.te of 
the openinc; will al~;,-o be ·1ot'3n~lned h~f the n.ep~•c:'t '112-nt. At this tir:JE:' 
theie Is no intimation when tha~ will boj but t~orn in+c1ested hope 
the su:rve.:,rs cui.1 be corn;·_)l:"+.<'.hl •.rn1 -f;he ll-md 02e;wd f•n: set.tler~ent eaI 1~7 
next yoa.r. 

The follown1e quotations f10m the law as passed will be 
of inteJ.: est both to the pI os:::iecti vo hof'.lostr.•c.i.ll er G a.ad to those who 
wer e i n terested in the ;)t:1te 02~ California gett inG the lund btic:k• 

VJhen the l,._mds n 1011:1c1 the 1'1k'3s of :Jo!ther n Culifo:znia 
und Southe:rn O:.regon we:re cecle t0 the Ul1.i tet; 3tatss. the legmslatia e s 
of  both St~tes pass~o laws in :ref P,I p,nce t:> the 111ntte1 . Th1) ceding 
a c t p':1ssed by Galifornia contained tLc follovvi.r,G lanc;uage ~ 

11An a c t Gtutho:rizing the Uni te,1 States :;ov_ezm:ient t o 
l?WeI the wate1 levels o f an~' 0 1 o.11 of the followin0·1akes: JJO\'HH 
0 1 Little Klamath Lake. ~rule 0 1 Rhett J~ake, Goose lake and Clea.I 
Lake~ s ituated in Siskiou ac1d I'odoc Count1'3S, an<l. t o use an.:; y:.uxt 'JI 
all of' th'1 bed.s of said lakes £'01 't11e sto!ace o'! v»ate:r in oonne.Jtion 
with th<'l i1 :r isation and I eolar'lation o;)e:r:ations conduotccl. b~r the ne:.. 
clamation Sr-;1 1 v1c~ of the Uniteii States, all 1ight, t itle, inte1e s t , : 
a cla i m of the State of C~lifoznia to a1id lands nncovo1od by the  ' 
lowe1ing of the wate:t---J .. e:y_els of any 01 all of sai d lakes n ot a.l!eti.dy 1 
d isposed of hy t,h~ State.n-·--. ..: [\ 

f'\ 
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The act by which the lands we!e ceded by the State of O!ecron 
contained the followi:nc; 1~.-m~ _ _;t,,.,i.ii{:_; 

n An act to autho:r ize thi3 utili :rn.tion of U::1peI Flamath Lake, 
Lowe I or Little Klamath Lake, and Tule 01 Hhett J.1ake, situ.ate in 
Klamath Coullty,-Oregon, Ltncl Goose L•i.Ju3, situate in T.1ake ,County, Oie-
gon, i:;.1 co:1nncti on with the in: igs,t ion r·nd :urnlfl.uution op'.n ;;t't ions 
of the .declo.rntitJ.u.(l ~iA1vice of the United Statas. e.nd to ced.e to the 
UniteJ 3t:::.'·8S ~-.:u rlrht, 1J..t1B, inte:reBt ancl. claim of the ;5t~'-to of 
Oregon to 011; ..:.•1,· u.11 1u1d s :tBcoYe:ted. by the lowe!ing o~: the v1ate:r: 
level~ o:r b~· tuaiuae;e of any o:r ~i.11 o:f sa~d lakes. n 

The fl! Gsent ac1; states tr1~t th~se la11ds to be or,onoa. wj_ll be 
subject to houeste,J.cl ont! y nnd gi vcs the govcrru11ent ;-:r iox I ieht t o 
the lan•ls fo:r i1:rif'T11,io;1 'lllrl tt!~1.in~if!.B to ::.)a,/ his p!O;.io:rtion of the 
:reclamatio_1 .fnnn . .iJ.0'\1 ch::t:re;cd. to thJ l~rh::-J which t-tr1ount ln t'l-i.e agg1e-
3ate to .)Z03, :St=-.;5. UO '\ '1.ich haG alr ev.r;y qcen exp0rnteo. It L3 ::erw! al-
ly unde:rsto0J. tri.Nt tl--;i~s chaI~n is "to hA ho1.nA e<,tlal:i.~~ b;;r b4,000 
e.c:u1s whlcn 1.IOUl(i be a ch1 .. :rge o·F a.hon+, .~6.00 '.'OI 'JC:te. This noney 
is to f.Jaidtaid in in:..-ltullr·1ents o:f ono ctolla! ;•01 w:re )EH annum, the 
fi:r st .i..!.l~i.n.llli.::int hoi110 ~)~.i.irl n.1 the tl:. o of~ ::iliq; oi:. tte land. 

I 



'llie VOLT 
(REG. U.S. PAT. OFF.) 

FOREWORD: The wildfowl nurseries in Klamath 
Co-itnty} Oregon, are oittstanding features of this region. 
The VOLT believes that they are of primary co11imercial 
conseque11ce to it-even when one talus in:o cons:.dera-
tioa Klamath County's magnificent stands of t1.mber, its 
lu.mbcr-manufacturing actii1ities, its herds of beef and 
dairy stocll, its sheep and swine, its rapidly increasing 
• alfalfa acreage, its hydroelectric det.:e/opment and poten-
t1.alities, or whatever else of commercial or other signi-
ficance that might be cited. 
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The years to come will Prove if our estimate of the 
value of these wildfowl refuges is correct. Nowhere else 
1·n the whole United States, sm·e perhaps 1'n inr..cce::sible 
swamps or on 'islands along the shores of states border-
ing on the Gitlf of Me.'l:ico, 1's there anything comparable 
with the refuges and breeding grounds of the J{lamath 
Lake region. With the growing general interest in 
Natnre study thct 1·s part of A1nerica's ant-of-doors 
recreational niovement, these bird nurseries are destined 
to delight thousands w1'th whom the study of bird life 
is not professional. 
Meanwhile, this issne of The VOLT affords its readers 

opportitnity to inditlge in an expedition, second-handed, 
to this wonderland, taken first-handed by the Finleys, 
whose writings and photographs of bird life ha'<-1e gained 
them more than a national refnitation. 
Conser1•ation of the rapidly disappearing wild life of 
this country, especially its birds, is J.l!r. Finley's life 
worll. A s  a  lecturer for the 1Vational Association of 
Attdubon Societies of America, as a writer and photog-
rapher, he is a leader in his chosen field of endeavor. 
First of all an educator, he is also an enterta1'ner of the 
first or de;·,· but it is the coming generations who will be 
most indebted to Naturalist Finley for the itnremitting 
battle he 1's waging in the interest of bird life in 
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C/Jird Life in Klamath County 
<By William L. and Irene Finley of the 
?{ational cAssociation of Audubon Societies 

IF one were to write a n adequate story of bird life in the Klamath country, it would 
require a volume instead of a single chap-

ter. He would have to t ell of over two hun-
dred different species that live in the forests, 
along the  lakes and rivers, and out into the 
fields and sage-brush plains. It would begin 
with the little Calliope hummingbird, the 
tiniest mite in feathers found in the United 
States, which lives in the pine-timbered belt 
of Klamath, and end with the broad-winged 
American or bald eagle with its aery in the 
tallest pine on the Upper Klamath Lake. 
In the high mountains are the Clark nut-
cracker, Lewis woodpecker and western tan-
ager, three birds first discovered on the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition, together with a 
variety of woodpeckers, chickadees, creepers, 
nuthatches, and others that police the pine 
forests for insects.  A long the streams, in the 
deeper woods, about the fields and farms, is 
a long lis t of the best songste r s of the coun-
try, such as thrushes, wren s, vireos, spar-
rows, orio les, meadowlarks and chats. 
Klamath County is perhaps  best known 
(to ornithologists) for its wide variety of 
water fowl. Here are numerous ducks, in-

eluding mallards, pintails, canvasbacks, gad-
walls, merga nsers, cinnamon  teal and ruddy 
ducks. The marshes are also the  homes of 
Canada geese, sandhill cranes, bitterns, coots 
and rails. Along the mud flats are avocets, 
stilts, phalaropes, snipe, killdeers and other 
waders. On the lakes are colonies of num-
berless gulls, night herons and great blue 
herons, cormorants, grebes, terns and peli-
cans.  I have seen the marshes white with 
the nesting multitudes. 
The lure of cruising the wide marshes along 
the K lamath River is an experience I can 
never forget. We cruised from Klamath 
Falls down the winding river. One might 
no t expect to find many song birds in the 
tules, yet this is a favorite nesting place for 
tule wrens, yellow-throat warblers and song 
sparrows. Red-winged and yellow-headed 
blackbirds fluttered in and out and swung 
on the bending tops of tall canes. An old 
yellow-head begins  his song like the peeping 
of a young duck. His t ail spread s and his 
throat swells and his performance grows 
more violent until it ends with a contortion 
like the complaint of an o ld setting  hen when 
she is disturbed. 
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We soon came near a place where a bit-
tern was pumping. He was a ventriloquist, 
for when I thought he was twenty feet away, 
I still sneaked fifty feet nearer. "Punk-a-
lunk ! Punk-a-Junk!" he said. But this pump-
ing was only the end of his call. The be-
ginning was a "Blub ! Blub !" like water bub-
bling into a big empty cask. I pulled myself 
along by the overhanging tules. The minute 
he saw me, he flapped up and away with a 
frightened "Quork !" 
At the next bend in the river, I waded out 
through two feet of water to a small grassy 
island in the midst of the sw.amp. Suddenly 
a female mallard flushed from between my 
feet. So close do the ducks sit that I had 
straddled the nest with ten eggs before the 
mother flapped off through the grass, trying 
to lure me away. It is not easy to find ducks' 
nests because of this trait of the mother in 
freezing so close. Yet in the space of two 
or three acres, we found the home of two 
mallards, three pintails and a cinnamon teal. 
We camped that night on a little flat where 

a variety of wading birds were nesting. We 
saw avocets, a bird about the size of a pigeon 
with slender legs and a long bill that curves 
up a little at the end. He is sometimes called 
the brown curlew. He is recognized by the 
beautiful red-brown markings on his head, 
neck and chest, and his black and white 
wings. The black-necked stilt is well named 
because he looks as if he has extensions on 
his legs; they are so long and slender. The 
back of his head, neck and shoulders are 
greenish-black, while the under part of his 
neck and breast are pure white. The killdeer 
is a little plover, so named because of his 
call. While we were getting supper, the 
avocets swooped past with loud "Whit-
whit-ie ! Whit-whit-ie !" Stilts were crying 
"Quit! Quit!" loud and fast, and killdeers 
running about and flapping in great distress. 
They kept crying long after we had crawled 
into our blankets and well into the night. 
The reason was, there were four nests of the 
killdeer and five of the stilts and avocets 
near where we had camped. 
Toward evening, the ducks came in from 
the lake in bands and settled down for the 
night where the reedy bogs lay scattered 
about and water was shallow. At dusk, we 
lay in camp and listened to the rush of wings 
as the night-comers flocked into their nest-
ing places. We could catch the faintest whirr 
at first, which increased to a  loud swish as 
the band passed. Out on the water, came the 
light flappings as flock after flock settled for 
the night. 
The bird life of Upper Klamath Lake and 
marshes is like a great outdoor m useum. The 
Upper Lake is a great feeding and resting 
lake, but for some r eason it has not been a 
breeding place for the colonies of birds  such 
as the Lower K lamath before it was dried 
up. In 1905, when we first cruised the Lower 
Klamath Lake, it was a vast breeding ground 
for wild fowl. Extending for several miles 
out from the main shore, was a seemingly 
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endless area of floating tule islands between 
which flowed a network of channels. On 
these islands lived great colonies of ring-
billed and California gulls, Caspian terns, 
Farallone cormorants and white pelicans. 
Around the borders of the islands, western 
or swan grebes built their nests by the hun-
dreds and thousands. Through the tule 
marsh, were black and Forster terns, Ameri-
can coots, pied-billed grebes and different 
varieties of ducks and Canada geese. 
It was an interesting sight to approach the 
great bird colonies that lived on the Lower 
Klamath. We were led to the nesting places 
by watchin g the course of small flocks that 
spread out over the lake in the morning and 
returned homeward toward evening. With 
our field glass, we could see the gulls a mile 
away rising and circling over a low-lying 
island. As we rowed nearer, the birds came 
out to meet us, cackling excitedly at the 
dubious looking craft approaching their 
homes. They swam about on all sides and fol-
lowed in the wake of our boat. Cormorants 
flapped along over the surface, pelicans rose 
heavily from the water and gulls and terns 
got thicker and thicker until, when the nose 
of the boat pushed in at the edge of the 
island, the air seemed completely filled with 
the crying, chaotic swarm. We stepped out 
on the tules, but had to tread cautiously to 
keep from breaking eggs or killing young 
birds. Many youngsters crouched low in 
their tracks, others scuttled off in all direc-
tions. In order to get photographs in the 
colonies, we built a blind for the camera, 
covering it with tules. After getting under 
cover, the colony settled back to its normal 
condition; the blind passed as a part of the 
surroundings, and through a loop-hole we 
shot as many birds as we pleased. 
The gulls loved society. They always nest 
in colonies and live together the entire year. 
They are birds of great economic value be-
cause during the summer time they live 
largely on grasshoppers. They fly out over 
the fields and sage-brush and gorge them-
selves on these pests. During the winter, 
they seek the coast lines and are most useful 
birds about the waterfronts of our cities 
where they keep the beaches and harbors 
free from waste food that is thrown out. 
The western or swan grebe is a diving bird 
of glistening-white breast and silvery-gray 
back. For a home, it collects dry tule stems 
and builds a raft on the surface of the water. 
It is one of the shyest of all birds to photo-
graph, because it dives at the slightest sound 
or motion. When the eggs hatch, the chicks 
leave home after  a few hours and are accus-
tomed to ride around on the backs of the 
parents. The little ones have a way of lyin g 
on the back just under the wing coverts with 
only their heads sticking out. Occasionally 
the parent picks up bits along the surface 
and reaching back, feeds her babies. The old 
birds can dive readily and at the same time 
hold the little ones safely on the hurricane 
deck. 
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The white pelican is the largest and showi-
est water fowl of the Klamath country. No 
ship will ever sail the skies with the grace 
and beauty of the white p elican. The wings 
are partly black in color; they make a showy 
contrast to the spotless white of the body. 
These birds have a way of swinging around 
in majestic circles higher and higher until 
the whole flock looks like a flurry of snow-
flakes in a clear blue sky. When the prome-
nade is ended, the birds coast earthward on 
rigid, half-closed wings, tobogganing out of 
the heavens like meteors, leaving trails of 
thunder at their tails. 
The big white pelican is like a primitive 

bird. The Klamath with all its bird mysteries 
has no other sight to compare with it. Before 
the breeding season, both male and female 
have a horny growth on the upper part of 
the bill that looks like the center board on 
the bottom of a boat. No one knows just 
what this is for, unless it is a relic of past 
ages. It loosens and drops off during the 
breeding season just as the antlers of a deer 
a re shed. 
A baby pelican is very different from the 
nestlings of ducks, geese and wading birds, 
which are able to move around and hunt 
food a day or two after they are out of the 
shell. The pelican is born naked and helpless 
and has to be kept warm and be fed by his 
parents. It takes about a month and a half 
before he gets a good coat of white dow n 
and can move around and mingle with the 
neighboring birds. One might wonder how 
a huge-billed bird like the pelican could feed 
a helpless chick just out of the egg. It is 
done with apparent ease. The old bird regur-
gitates a fishy soup into the front end of her 

pouch and the little pelicans dip in and help 
themselves out of this family dish. 
In the past, the birds of Klamath County 

have been a factor in its development. Back 
in the 'nineties when market hunting was in 
vogue, a hundred and twenty tons of ducks 
were shipped from this section during one 
winter season to the San Francisco markets. 
The plumage of untold thousands of grebes, 
terns and other beautiful birds were sent to 
the millinery markets of New York and 
Paris. The days of the market-and plume-
hunters have passed into the period of the 
sportsman and tourist. Each year more wild 
land is brought under cultivation; swamps, 
ponds and lakes are drained; forests are cut 
and fields fenced. These activities are of 
great importance to the state. As Klamath 
County develops, if some attention is paid to 
nesting, feeding and resting refuges for our 
wild-bi·rds, their variety and number can be 
retained even under the change of conditions. 
Klamath County is one of the great out-door 
lands of the West. Conserving its remark-
able bird life will prove a valuable future 
asset for a desirable class of tourists who 
have money to spend and money to invest. 

I n  a most earnest letter to this publication, District 
Forester Paul G. Redington says: "California is facing 
one of the most serious fire situations in its history. 
Not for years have our fields and forests been the 
"tinder-box" that they are today. A combination of 
weather factors has brought about a trying condition 
and the stage is all set for some tremendous conflagra-
tions. More than 400 fires, covering 30,000 acres, have 
already occurred this year within and adjacent to the 
National Forests ... and our regular fire season is just 
beginning." Need more be quoted? Vacationists, do 
your part-HELP PREVENT FOREST FIRES-be as 
careful with fire in the woods as you would be in your 
own home. 
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From left to right: an almost tnature White Pelican, an Amerfra.n Avocet, and a Canada 
Goos~ o.r Honker. Photos by_ William L. .Finley and H. T. Bohlman. 

Western or Swan Grebe, photo by William L. Finley 
and H . T. Bohlman. The swimming Pelicans on the 
right, a copyrighted photo reprod1tced through courtesy 

of R. E. Stinson, Klamath Falls. 

Young Pelicans, sturdy and dozvny. A 1nonth and a half after hatching, Nataralist Ft'nley 
informs us, finds these chic/ls covered with a goad coat of down and able to move about 

in the pelicanery. Photo by Ray Telford. 

On Bird Island, Cle 
wildfowl reservatio) 
and adult Cormorm 
life, each sPedes, i 

group. 



or Lake (Modoc County, California) 
i . As shown here, the half-grown 
its and Pelicans lead a comni-unity 
iowever, maintaining its respective 
Photo by J. J. Furber. 

Drake Mal lard on parade. This species of 
wild-duck 1's progenitor of the barnyard vari-

ety. Photo by Cook, Klamath Falls. 

Nestlings of the Black-crowned Night-I 
known to yoiing America as the Squa11 
by Ray Telford. The blaclo-capped bi1 
left arc adnlt Caspian Terns. Photo 

Finley a11d H . T . Bohl111a 
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From left to right: a young Caspian Tern, a Black-crowned Night-heron, and a California 
Gnll and yonng. Photos by William L. Finley and H . T. Bohlman. 

A male Pintat"l or Sprig, and his reflection, as recorded 
by .1\1essrs. Finley and Bohlman. The very young Peli-

can, depicted on the left, was photographed by 
Ray Telford. 
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White P elicans and California Galls rising from, breeding groirnds near Clear Lake, 
Modoc Cottnty, California, across the state line from J(la11iath Coanty, Oregon. 

Photo by Bert C. Thomas. 
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~he ~3.St aJ r1esent ~ollc~ Of the Jeclamatio~ ~S?Vi~e 

cf thi::-:le,.?art>r.c .... t of tr..e L1tP.!ior in so it' .... In O!eeon and no:rthein 

~al:fo!cla .~s ~e~n ~c!~ dest1uctlve to wlld life Iesou1ces. 

and lt..kes, tli~ ancestis.l IeetL ... '-" 'needi. ... c,, ~ml :fee-t.: ... c..: a1ea.s of 

on the b ..... cls o:: iev~lo9lr1g L'10!o in ... o:rta.:1t ·ueE o" la.nd. c.m1. v:ate1 

Cn tto ot~eI hand, actE not ~ssen~ial ~o ir!i~uticn and 

so,uce in tievelo~in= ?...otr.e1, cannot 1)c ~ utlf.ied. 

;./J '.:he zeclamatlo.n 9ro:ectE: establis"1.ed L.1 c'liffeient we~'te!n 

st~tes c!~~ted Iese1~oi!s 01 la1ee bollns of wateI, some co~>i~ed 

fol'. Y.ate! fowl. :n ce1taL.1 ~ases, all ')I ,_a1ts oi Hiese areas have 

vatio~s. =he ~Iecidentiul orde1s establia i ... ~ these sane• a1ies 

!Ovide at::s.L.s-t_ the dP,< tro ing o:' 11e sts s.nd eccs, ')! hn ltl.:1~ o:r 

ment o..: ce1tain land.s ar..d. ·mters it. th13 aboye Lent.i oned diLtiictS. 

Cte ~iolJ~ical Su1ve~ o~ t~e ~e~a!tm~nt of ~~!lculiu1e l~s secondary 

!l.,:hts ii . .._notectlr ... e x .. cl develo::;>int: -t_r13 w.:..lcl li=:f! Iesoa1cct: 0.1 the 

lanJ..s and wate1s o-:- tr.is U.i:::;4:riot. 
\ ll1n c('\m:-:ilair~t .L::. tla~tr-~!11 l;.a~ h0en ana a+ .:_-i!risert exis4:s 

a lack o~ co-02dinatln~ ~he ~O! 0f these two :ede!al d~~~I+~e1+s 
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have null.ifieU. ~J1e services o·f tie Bioloe;ical '.3u!ve~. 

Jl,V \\ 
~he Iesult has bean a VCI~ 5!eat dcetIUCtlon o: ~ate! fo~J 

that could h~ve bee ~!evented. 

~ ~ Theie~oie , we feel t~at t~e IiS~~s of ihe 3iologlcal ~uI~ey 

i n '..)rese!vine .1ild ::owl, al thonr 1 secomia.r:;, should. be 1ecocni:::ed. 

u·1mbe1 r ~ases na,, Im .rn c sentf'CL w1~e re the leclaMat i.or.1. 

..... e1vl.ce is dest10,:.rine bi!d l ife oJ.1 if. -:~deial wi.ld fowi. 1ese:rv!lt:o.1s. 

as a Iesult of adoptin~ a ,alley which is. not esse~tial to successful 

lr rieatio_1 !...nd ieclamatlon. r:ih_;_s !)Olic~ has h0An th'1 leasin3 of these 

fed.e!al rnso:rv~-.,lo11s 1\here bi:r ... i.s nest and :"eed. to liires-t;ock o'r:ners 

for I az i!l.'?; _:>u:r 20 se s. 

Cou.r.ltJ, 1:01 ~,he!11 CalifoI11ie., and VI.as c:r eateu a bi1<.l sanctua!~ by 

~xecutive 01U.e1, ...... .rll 11, 1911. 01iGL1~ll~ it ·;:~s 3. IJoC..~' of wa+c! 

about el.::ht b,,r ti:Jn I'i.iles •• :..11 a!on.nd tre boidcr or +r(' lde vnas 

natu::rn.2. )ls._1t life w .er8 dif:fe!l'.!nt s.::i~cioc o: d.11cl< s ar:..Ci. ne.n,/ Canada 

geese we1e nestlJe. T~e saeebz~s~ azeas a?ound t~e bo!deI ~e?e the 

.L1 the -J.uml)ez and variet.,' of bird J.L':'e, and its rUctar.ce :ram any 

settled a:i:eq. 

lP.av in~ a 1 a:r c;~ _pa.:r t o~ the old lru e he l 1mcove:r ed. Of these nn-

covered lands, t-h"? ]ec larr.ution ServicP. ha8 sj e-ned .f'ou! lna.se s +u1 ning 

Ieceived was 9.·hoV-t twent.;-five ci:uts rez acie _:'e:r ~TA!l!. These leases 

sta:rtel L~ 1931. ..: .. t ni?st +1111 Lloc_ s o: sheer 110-t onl~ ~ra~e~ o~:f' 1l:e 

natural vee;E'tatlo!., but t1am~1ed tr?oue-h colo11ies of 'lJ.i..rcl..s, a.est10~7 ing 

the nostll~es., 
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thorized b~' the 7lu1oau of ::~eclamatio:i. ~u:rbid .. ~!nzing l/etween .f'.Diil 1 

and Jul;,· 1. .. nLile th.is rriay ;:nevent t:ra.':1.::,irc out of '*he 1ect~ o.: 

bi1ds, it destI Yys all ):. the natu:ra1 cove! nocessc.:r:~r for bird i:::e. 

I VJ!Ote to r::r. :Sl'NOOd 1:eacl, C omni ssi oner 

of Jee lama tlon, about .f:,hi s l'testr·wtion o.f bl:r d lLfe. E.: s IeS:;)Onse 
l 

v;as a IEJ..,..J..;.t wiitten b;; '3. :~ . Haydeil, '11ief !£n13inee! l1::. c1:arse of 1..he 

~ L ·"'11)) 
_ roject. · Qlie cLiiml i~ "that :ormi:i:rl;; 1a.11ee stocJ-ha.cl f:ree access to 

the ~Iaas a~d weeds t1a~ c:rew alon~ the we+e!' s edcc. The:re!o~ , :t 

vw.s 1'3&bed 1 o stoc:Yme11 in :r11tuir~ ro:r cash 1eve:riues as folloy s. Frorr;. 

to l934, and 

were ar.i.r>lied to +~~e con~t1uctio:::. cr·arges, 01 c'Jst~ of ""r..e dii::;-t:r.:.cts 

affecteJ. • 

• .!. :.i-2:T.:.{'r' c :re ..... o:rt stat~s +11a.t "+be Heclarnat.ion 3tueau 

mieht w~ll enter ta.in soine I eaS')nab le )IO .ro si tlon f::ror'l the · h-o..J .1r:_il'!n.l 

"· 
..... u::rveJ \",he:rc thA 3urve~ v~ould com:yrnnsa+e +'he se,t+lets fo1 "'rP.. ae::ree~ 

lake '.)! an.~1 rio:rtio.i t iereoi.' i.'o:r tho cori1 lete exclt.<v · "n 5j" ":;"J. J":!, 

d•1e y>::rovlsioc bei1-:e: ·>:a.de fo1 stooi lanes to accomodate :ranee ca1 tle 

and she e:;,J." 

r:'.:he :1ecl:.Ul19.tion Se:rvice in c·)njunctio.1 1v.i +11 1 1i~ 'B::olo~lc ..... l 

s uve,,. has :ull ~ower a1lJ. a11tr101i t,.,· to 1<ee~ ranee s+ocl' off thic 

!eservation a£ a ~1oteation +o b:::rd life. 

natural ::res )Uice is an absu1U.i t .... · It sr'ov: s a le.c1< of co~o:rdL <J.ti::::e 

.z-1ojeJt .fn the .!:>Iivile~e of !>rese!YLlG bird ::.lfe on fec.1c1al lands 
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so\ a.sL.1.e for this ,!)Ur pose by the President of t re Unit eel States? 

The P.ur eau of 3eclamatio:L1 co1J.ld (5reatl~7 assist in wild fowl 

p:rotection and restoration b.;' cancelline its loases and stoppine the 

livestock on fede1al bizd rese1vations. The 

received :fo1 srazine :riehts on sanctuaries does not com;.1ensate for 

the a.mou~t of dest:r.uctio~1. Leases -t-o etockmen are not a se1vice 

essential to ir r ic;ation or rAc laria ti on. Be clam.a ti on o:f ::'i el als in the 

Klamath clistrict have :::nomoted the uses of land and. water, but have 

been umnindful of the v1ot~ction ~nd development of wild life re-

source::;. 
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Dr;PA.:~TI~ • .;:r. OF THr: ~.~T lUOR 

'3U. r ... A J 0~1 ...... cI •• i.IJ'\..II0N 
/A,~Hll~GTO·; 

January 30. 1926 • 

• ':b;LORAHDUM POR THE S.~CRhTARY lf TH!5 IN ... EF.10 .• 1. · 

In h r letter of January 23. 1926. ! rs. 
F a.hn requests 

in!ormation l' lctive to tho oiraumotances 
that led. to the drain-

ing of Lowar ltla..'1luth Lake in ,rReon and C
alifornia, and the pros-

pects of rcflooding it as urged in numero
us letters she has 

rccoi ve(t. 

In 1917, the Jn1ted States n area into 
contract with 

the ~lama. th Drain, ... !'!'e Dist:ri ct. or[-cani zed u
nder the laws of tha 

State of Orr.eon, for t.h~ 1nupose of :reclHiming b.1 ira.insge • . 
ev poration d irri{!P..tion ahout 27, 000 acres of l 

.na within or 

u.dJa.con to ower Klamat• J, .. ke. Um or t is contract. the 

District agrees to repay ov~r ~ p,rioo o
f ~ears to the U.it.ed 

St1.i.tes th11 aa:rn o:f >104. t 98.15. represen
ting pust expe:idi tuxea 

in oor .... 11octi1).l wi i.h t1w l{lw::i .th lrriguti
o, .. p:rojoct and the 

Distric t lands U)On works th~ benofii' of "'hich would be utilized 

by the District. The -Unit d Sta es agrees to close the Bat
es 

ln the e b<.a.nkment prev ous y c :-in...,t!'ucte
( to out off :from tho 

, 

lute the waters of Klnt • th : iver, a.mi t
c kce1) t! ese gates closed 

duri1-ie the conti ma.nee of t1rn contra.ct. 

It ls provided~ 1owever, thu should ·h~ reciamation of he 

Dis tr let 1 nds prove 1rnpruaticabla or b
e not ace om! li s~ ad. in 

reasonable cotnpllnncc \'i th "the provisio
ns o:r tho contract. and 

ohoul~ it b doem~1 necessary or desirable b~ the Unite~ 't~tos 

for the purpooe of r~clai incr or bast utili
zing the public lr~n<la 

v, it. L . rn marsh to flood or over low sar.le and t
o that and to 

opon or ree·~lute t e o-atos, then any cla.i·m to u 
amase from floojizi@ 



I 
I 

j 
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of District lands is waived . . 
Pursuant to thia contract, the District ilade the initial 

peymon t re<1uirel thereun er of 23, 500 and has kept up the 

annual installments ai ice tr'"at time • lt has also proceeded with 
. 

tho r11clumation of its la.ads to an e xtent that . ury court would 

undoubte 1y hold as constituti g reasonable co pliance with the 

contract terms. and has repeatedly advised us of its intention 

to continue with thio l'"-.clamation .. 

!1 or or to secure authoritative information on the present 

condltlons and prospects for :future development of this area. the 

queotions involved were re~erred last summer to a comr.nittee of 

experts consisting of raay II .. Lapham. : Sbooia.te Soll Technologist. 

U.S. Departmeit of gr1oulture. ~.L. owers. Soil Specialist, 

Oregon .r~x.v 'riment ctn.tion. ~ d Cr arl's F. Shn.•. Soil Technologist, 

Califo;rnia f,.t.perlmerit Station. who madt> i careful study and report 

with ref'erenoe to the lands involved which u.ro in the vicinity of 

our f la.math pro,jeot. Oregon-Californ.ia. 

Th.ls :report states· that tho ltnds in the lake bed itself are 
I 
9'f li tl'tle a.e;rioul tur 1 value. but that the tulo lands on the 
/ i 

nefrth,/h-n1 west .... idos of the lako will probably v1arrant the cost 
_,.Ji/ • 
-/of raolf1.ma.tion. 1,. . 'l'he lauds o:f the Klamath DrainaBe District , re 

beinq; developed with ?oasonu.ble ue~u:rnnce of euccesa where they 
' 

oo·f.fptise • eat s ;ils but with probability o fuilure in the bod 

of/tho lake. 

' 

l t waa therefore proposed in ho re,..ort t hat a portion of 

' 
trA:Jse lako bed la.rids be :refloOClod. in ~:no.er to provide a bi rd 

11~fuge. This nOUld recuire f >r tho protection o~ the pro-

duotive portion of the area the construction oa some ten wiles 

' 
of levee. funo./.); for v'<hich u.re not available, be&ldes which it 
' 



appears that the right to drain the lake wua oriBinally granted 

the United States in order that the land ooulct be used for 
. 

Agricultural purposes. It is thQretoro al imed by inter9sted 

pt.rties tb t under this grant the Uniteu States has no ti ht 

to flood the lake -·or some other purpose. These obstacles are 

in adui ti.on to t h o objections to such a step whioh would un-

doubtadly bo int npose<t by tne / ln1m.1.tl'1 Drainage Diiit:rict under 

their Contract bovo r@ferrad to. The entire matter has b.ean 

referred to the Burea~ of Bi~logioal Survey of the Department 
. 

, of Aerlc11lture, which rnaJ be o.blo to fu.rnieh Hrs. Kahn with 

addi t.i.om.~1 L for.uati · n. 

( wgd. ) ;1 v.ood •. e  d 

Gou1"1i ssi oner. 
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Agriculture and Wild Fowl Conservation at Lower Klamath Lake 
Can aquatic bird /if e be conserved and agriculture be developed al the same lime within the area of lower Klamath Lake and 

marshes?-A short story of the agricultural and biological conditions 

By Copley Amory, Expert in Reclamation Economics, Bureau of Reclamation 

OUR topic concerns the Klamath Drain-
age District in Oregon and efforts to 

establish agriculture there on its drained 
marsh and bke bed lands on one hand; 
and the proposal to reestablish conditions 
favorable for wild-fowl conservation on 
the remaining part of the lower Klamath 
Lake area on the other. 

The Federal reclamation project, 
known as the Klamath reclamation proj-
ect, lies partly in California and partly in 
Oregon. (Map 1.) That portion of the 
Klamath reclamation project, known 
formerly as lower Klamath Lake division, 
lies in the western portion of the Klamath 
reclamation project, and is partly in 
Oregon and partly in California. (Map 
2.) The Klamath drainage district is 
that portion of the former lower Klamath 
Lake division which lies in Oregon except-
ing that portion of marsh land which lies 
west of the railroad dike. (Map 2.) 
On the line of division between Oregon 
and California was formerly lower Kla-
math Lake and its surrounding marsh 
lands, aggregating about 80,000 acres and 
of which about two-thirds was marsh, and 
one-third water. (Map 2.) 

AGRICULTURE OF LOWER KLAMATH 
LAKE AREA 

THE Southern Pacific Railroad built a 
dike or causeway across the upper 

end of these Klamath marshes in which 
gates were placed at the instance of the 

KLAMATH IRRIGATION 
A CCESSION NO 21619·.\ 
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Reclamation Service to regulate or exclude, 
under control of the Federal Government, 
the waters of the river from the lake and 
marsh. 

After the year 1918 the exclusion of 
the river water from the lake and marsh 
area of the Klamath drainage district 
lowered the lake levels and began the 
drying up of the marshes. Continued 
exclusion of the river water and the con-
stant evaporation from the lake surface 
continued until now only a remnant of 
the former lake remains. The former 
lake is now reduced in surface area from 
about 40 square miles and from a depth 
of approximately 13 feet to a mere sump 
of about 3 square miles and 5 feet in 
depth, of which the water now is prac-
tically free from alkali. 
The land thus drained is of two kinds, 

a peat soil composed of accumulated 
remains of aquatic plants generally 
similar in kind to peats found elsewhere 
and the lake-bed land composed of a 
claylike soil. This soil is in part the 
remains of a primitive vegetable plant or 
diatom which, when soaked with water, 
has the consistency of jelly, and is incapa-
ble of supporting the weight of a man, 
and when dry the character of horn, form-
ing a hard soil. It is termed diatomaceous 
colloidal, and into it very little alluvium 
has been carried with inflowing waters. 
The climate is northern and liable to 

frost in June and September. There is 

MAP! 

~ 
t, /(./ .... .,; '-1, 

~ '~ 
IRRIGABLE AREA 
{VN~Elt P1'0JCCr) 

a good growth of timber in the adjacent 
mountains and grass for grazing on the 
surrounding plains. The region is served 
with ample railroad facilities connecting 
it with Portland on the north and San 
Francisco on the south. Klamath River 
affords a considerable hydroelectric de-
velopment. The upper river's flow is 
largely controlled by the surplus ·water 
of Klamath Lake. Before the drainage 
of lower Klamath Lake the water level 
of these 80,000 odd acres acted as a 
regulating reservoir for Klamath River. 
The beginning of agricultural develop-

ment of this region dates from the early 
settlement of Oregon. Soon after pas-
sage of the Federal reclamation act in 
1902, reclamation engineers found one of 
the most complex problems of all recla-
mation projects in this Klamath project 
as a whole, for-

" it contains an irrigation problem, an 
evaporation problem, a run-off problem, 
any one of which is difficult in itself but 
all of which taken together form a most 
perplexing whole. In nearly all of the 
reclamation projects water has to be 
conserved. In this project there is 
more than enough and .the question of 
disposing of it becomes an important 
part." 

To this array of difficulties in creating 

the Klamath reclamation project as a i 
whole should be added the particular 
agricultural problems of lower Klamath 
Lake, the solution of which has been 
the purpose of the Klamath drainage 
district to solve. These agricultural 
problems presented themselves after the 
major engineering problems had been 
solved and their execution completed. 
They are the adaptation of crops to the 
particular and individual soils and climate 
of the Klamath drainage district. 
The Klamath drainage district is an 

organization under State laws which 
provide a cooperative means of securing 
credit and establishing drainage and 
irrigation work for agriculture. 
Under a contract between this Klamath 

drainage district and the United States 
the drainage district undertakes to pay 

the Government $104,898.15 and to 
reclaim by drainage approximately 27,000 
acres of land, and in its performance 
exercise due diligence. A supplementary 
contract between the same parties pro-
vides that the 1Jnited States shall for an 
additional consideration furnish water for 
irrigation for the land which is to be 
drained and which will in turn have to 
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be irrigated. The seepage water resulting 

from this h:rigation must find its way by 

gravity to the sump of the lake. (Map 2.) 

The Klamath drainage district has 

faithfully performed its terms of the con-

tract in respect both to its payments and 

to due diligence in prosecution of its 

agricultural experiment. 

What knowledge and experience have 

been acquired and what utilization has 

already been made of the lands designated 

for drainage and irrigation, while comply-

ing with the contract, are still insufficient 

to foretell what degree of success will in 

the end be attained, or to what extent the 

former lands of the lower Klamath Lake 

area will be appropriated for agriculture, 

Seldom has the adaptation of crops to 

soil, consideration of late and early fros1s, 

and drainage, irrigation, and the neces-

sity for drainage of seepage water of_ 

fered such difficult problems in combL 

( nation, as are presented in the lands of the 

•--:\_.,VJ, ( Klamath drainage district. Its solution 

~ must therefore be drawn from the advice 

~,,.) of agricultural experts and from experi-

--:t ence involving time and the expenditure 

~ '1 r of capital. 

That portion of the district composed 

2_ of peat soils has proved its fitness for 

pasture meadows and has produced 

abundant crops of rye and in less degree 

of other grains, and there is reason to 

assume that when water level conditions 

are better understood and controlled, 

these peat soils will prove profitable for 

alfalfa. It can be said of these peat soils 

that the farmers upon them have created 

an agricultural land asset. It is probably 

( true also that with additional time and ex-

perience these assets will increase in value. 

Less has been accomplished in experi-

mentation and proof of the value of the 

soil of the lake bed. It produces, with 

abundant moisture, abundant weeds. It 

has produced a vigorous growth of barley 

and oats which in 1925 was not matured 

and harvested but fed to pasture. It can 

be said of this colloidal soil that it is un-

{ 
usual in its chemical and physical char-

acter, and we can not cite an example of 

the successful cultivation of a soil of simi-

lar character. In the Sandwich Islands 

a somewhat similar, but not a similar, col-

lodal soil has been "planted to cane and 

with indifferent results." 
Inasmuch, therefore, as the Klamath 

drainage district has performed its terms 

of the contract with the United States, it 

becomes the obligation of the United 

States to respect the terms of the ~on­

tract. It is, furthermore, a necessary 

part of good faith to refrain from any act 

which will impair the credit of the Kla-

math drainage district. 
A condition resulting from the drainage 

of the marshes is the drying out of a vast 

93675-26t--2 

IV E: \/ 
A 0 A 

81 

area of peat with its consequent liability 

to fire. As the development of irrigation 

proceeds, water from the irrigation canals 

will diminish this fire risk. 

From these facts then, we find that an 

effort is being made by an organization 

directed by responsible and experienced ( 

cultivators, to cause two blades or more 

of grass to grow where none grew before. 

The difficulties are such that time and 

money are necessa'ry to determine how far 

the lands under experiment are or are not 

agricultural lands. 

In consideration of the contractual 

obligations of the two parties of the con-1 

tract, the Government and the Klamath 

drainage district, time should be allowed 

in which to come to a final and fair con-
clusion. 

If the lake bed area is nonagricultural, 

when it shall have been so demonstrated, 

consideration of some other use of the 

lower Klamath Lake bed area will be in 

order. 

WILD-FOWL CONSERVATION 

In 1908 President Roosevelt issued an 
Executive order creating Klamath Lake 

reservation, in order to protect the multi-

tude of varied bird life of lower Klamath 

Lake, "subject," however, "to the use 

of ai;i.y part of the reserved area by the 

Reclamation Service." 

Quoting from the Volt: 

"The wild-fowl nurseries of Klamath 

County are an outstanding feature of the 

region. Except on the Gulf of Mexico 

nothing was comparable with the refuges 

·and breeding grounds of the Klamath 

Lake region. Numerous ducks, including 

mallards, pintails, canvasbacks, gadwalls, 

mergansers, cinnamon teal, and ruddy 

ducks, were among the former inhabitants 

of lower Klamath Lake. The marshes 

were also the homes of Canada geese, 

sandhill cranes, bitterns, coots, and rails. 

Along the mud flats were avocets, stilts, 

phalaropes, snipe, killdeers, and other 

waders. On the lakes were colonies of 

numberless gulls, night herons, and great 

blue herons, cormorants, grebes, terns, 

and pelicans." 

Mr. and Mrs. William L. Finley , of the 

National Audubon Society, than whom no 

one is better qualified to speak of the for-

mer conditions of bird life in this region, 

say: 

"In the past the birds of Klamath 

County have been  a factor in its develop-

ment. Back in the nineties. when market 

hunting was in vogue, a hundred and 

twenty tons of ducks were shipped from 

this section during one winter season to 

the San Francisco markets. The plumage 

of untold thousands of grebes, terns, and 

other beautiful birds was sent to the 

(Continued on page 82) 
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Conservation at Lower Klamath Lake 
(Continued from page 81) 

A? 
millinery markets of New York and Paris. 
The days of the market and plume hunters 
have passed into the period of the sports-
man and tourist. Each year more wild 
land is brought under cultivation; swamps, 
ponds, and lakes are drained, forests are 
cut, and fields fenced. These activities 
are of great importance to the State. As 
Klamath County develops, if some atten-
tion is paid to nesting, feeding, and resting 
refuges for our wild birds, their variety 
and number can be retained even under 
the change of conditions. Klamath 
County is one of the great outdoor lands 
of the West. Conserving its remarkable 
bird life will prove a valuable future asset 
for a desirable class of tourists who have 
money to spend and money to invest." 
Now, owing to the drainage of the waters 

this bird life has almost disappeared. 
In recent years the small area of water 

already described as the remaining portion 

of lower Klamath Lake or the sump has 
been the temporary resting spot for a mul-
titude of ducks. So numerous were they 
in proportion to the diminished lake area 
that a pollution of the water has resulted 

and a disease of the ducks followed. 
This disease has produced a great mortal-
ity of ducks. The accompanying illustra-
tion shows a multitude of ducks awaiting 
a chance to drink and rest upon a water 
area insufficient for their accommodation. 
Such, then, is the importance of lower 
Klamath Lake for wild-fowl conservation. 
The interest of the sportsmen of California is 
involved. The loss of the region for them 
for the conservation of wild fowl has and 
will continue to be felt until some other 
region adapted to the needs of wild-fowl 
conservation is found and developed. 
Agriculture has already become estab-

lished in Klamath drainage district and 
independently upon other parts of the peat 
lands. 
Two factors will therefore determine 
the possible course of wild-fowl conserva-
tion: The extent of future agricultural de-
velopment and the cost involved in the 
establishment of sanctuaries. 
While these questions are unsettled it 

is proposed to dike that portion which 
is not now put to beneficial use. Such 
diking is necessary in order to carry away, 

LOWER KLAMATH LAKE AREA -1926 
Water 

Approximate areas of Marsh Lake Bed 
6,845 
17,905 

Surface Total 

C A 

Oregon 27, 648 
California 25,283 

Klamath Drainage Dist. 19,380 
Within proposed dike(Calif)ll,642 

LOWER KLAMATH LAKE AREA 

SCALE 
......_....._.._ _ _.._ _ _.._ _ _._ _ _._ _ __,5 MI LES 

1926 

6,845 
16,161 

34,493 acres 
2,-649 45 837 acres 
Total 80,330 acres 

26, 225 acres 
1,991 29, 794 acres 

Accession No. 21619 

May, 1926 

Concentration of ducks caused by drainage of their 
feeding grounds 

impound, and dispose by evaporation of 
the seepage water flowing from the Kla-
math drainage district and to prevent the 
restored water in the lake from drowning 
out agriculture in the Klamath drainage 
district. This seepage water must be 
pumped over the dike and would become t ; 
an ~ecurring charge against ~~ld 
fowl conservation. 
These two charges taken together 

probably exceed the expectation of casual 
estimates of cost, but the conservation 
benefit which would result would probably, 
on the other hand, prove very material. 
Besides the element of cost the con-

sideration of an accumulating increase of 
alkali within the dike region should be 
taken into account. 
Pending determination of the course to 

be followed at lower Klamath Lake and 
irrespective of its conclusion, prudence 
would seem to dictate an effort to find 
and develop other areas for sanctuaries 
within the United States and within the 
line of flight (map 3) where the cost as 
compared with the benefit would promise 
equal or better results than now appear 
probable at lower Klamath Lake. 
If an alternative area or areas prove 

available and besides them a portion of 
the lower Klamath Lake is developed, 
conservation would not then provide the 
rising generation in California with a 
supply of wild fowl equal to that of pre-
ceding generations. 

' ' 
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REPORT 
ON 

PROPOSED RE:2LOODING 
OF 

A ,PO:i:'ITION OJf LOWE:H KLAMATH LAKE 

IN'l1RODUC'l1lON 

SWlMARY 

z 

lovier Klamath Lako, si tuat.:;d in northern California and southern 

Oregon, comyrised a total of 80,000 acres of lake and surrounding 
marsh 

l::i.nds. In its origina.l condition it vras a groat breeding place for 

wild fo·.vl and' in 1908 it was set aside as a bird ref.:erYation by 

exocuti ve order, subJ ect, however 1 to the requiroment s of the U. s~ 

R~clanation Service which had alrec.dy started a project in this 

vicinity and had acquired rights to lands and wa.tcr. Tho gradual 

developmont of agriculture finally resulted in the drainage of the 

lake and at present, except for a fevr si::all areas, it presents th
e 

appearance of a desert plain. 

It has been tho hope and belief of bird lovers and sports1aen 

that this lake could be restored to its formor state, or at least 
in 

part, without seriously dm:iaging C1gricul tural interests or interf
ering 

with other rights and at a cost cor:ll~ionsurate •dth its value o.s an 

area for the conservation of wild life, 

In 1925 the Buroau of Reclamation appointed a co::1lnission to 

roport on the soils ei.nd conditions of Lov10r Klar.1A.t:1 Lake. Their 

report concluded that tho marsh or peat lands had agricultural val
ue 

or at least a :potential value as sucht but that· the lake bed proper 

did not. They rocommendod the establishment of a SU.";lp cor:iprising the 

lake bod in CaJifornia the water surface of which was not· to be 

raised above; elevation 4078 under ordinary conditions. 

With this report as a basis tho Bureau of ·Biological Su.rvoy 

mado an investigation of the possibility of creating such a sump 

and of the requiremonts necessary; tho results of which are set 

forth in the following pages. 

Using the U. s. Roclar:iation Service r.J8p as a basis only about 
9,000 acres would be covered if the water surface rfil1st not exceed

 

elevation 4078. 

A gravity outlet for the proposed sump is not available to 

Tulo Lake, the Klamath River or olsowhore. ;'lhen tho concentration 

~>et006t-<fo:t -the V'1atc r -would have to bo pUi:iped out 

through tho Straits to Klamath River, 
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Due to agricultural artC. "?OWe:t dcvelop·:10nt ynte:c fro~tho Klai:::tth 

River is not available exce):.it c:.urin.C?.; years of hi.;;h :..
0un-o.ff. :ENon 

during these years a co1tinuous :::.t.o'.7 v:ould. r.ot be avc:ilable and v:accr 

could be taken only Juring tho O;lG or two months of sprin,;s run-off, 

If the Klamatl: Drainage Di strict a~d J.ancls on the v1Gst side in 

California were all fully developed the retur::i flow would be 

sUfficient to maintain a sump having an c?rt;a of about 9 ,000 acres. 

All of tl1is water would have to be purr.pod into the smnp. 

Until these lends develop water rie;hts on creeks entering the 

v.-est side would need to te purchased. 1!1i th this scheme water would 

not have to te pUl'.'1ped from tho wost sido. Pumping fro;:i the Klainath 

Dr::dn::i.ge District and for flushing out the sump would still be . 

required, 

Tho cost of works required under the first schonie wonld be 

$315,000. The ~nnual cost of operation and maintenance might be 

as high as $20,000. 

The cost of norks ·<lndJr ~he second sch~::ie would not be less 

than $440,000. The cosc of operation and maintenance might be as 

high as $17,500. 

If the dikes should break under cert'lin assumed conditions 

as to land dev0lopment and hoight of sump a good. many thousand 

acres of crop ;~1igl1t be flooded with resu1 ting claims for de.i:1ages, 

If the lan~s on the west side and in the Klamath Drainage 

District evor do develop fully it is quite possible that these 

aroas will need to provide a sump along lines s.iuilar iio those 

discussed in this ro:i;iort i11 orde!', to provide for their return 

flow. The main point of difforence being tha t they would not 

provide me:ins for flushing it out. 

LOCATION 
Lower Klar:iath Lake is situated in Siskiyou County, California 

and Klamath County, Oregon. With reference to its location on the 

Klamath River it is below Upper Kla2:iatJ.'l Lake which is used to store 

water for agriculture and power and also it is below the main 

diversion canal for the Klamath Project, It is above the main 

power plant of the California Oregon Power Co::xpany '7hich is at 

Cop co, California. 

..3 .... 



DESCRIPTION 
Area 

(Original Condition) 

(Not inclu.ding that portion r1est of the Southern Pacific R. B. 
fill.) 

True r:iarsh lands 
Old lake and islarid.s 
Miller Lake 
Whit0 Lake 

In Oregon 
In California 

Total 

Total area of la..~e basin 
Watershed not including lake 
Total watershed including lake 

10 .ooo acres 
32,400 
3,100 
1,100 
76,600 
27 ,600 
49,000 

120 sq, mi. 
403 
. 533 

Soil , (Abstracts froo report; by Lapham, Powers anrl. Sha1v) 
Marsh or tule Lands 

11Thc marsh or tulc lands consist of a surfaco layer of more or 
less decomposed peat --resting on a colloidal clay similar to 
that exposed in the lake bod. The shrinkage of this soil (Y1hen dry) 
renders tho surface somewhat unc·1on and makes surface irrigation 
difficult. Sub-irrigation by raising tho water ta:ole will tend to 
conci!lntrate any alkali in the surface and L.1ay materially daina~e the 
soils. Adequate irrigation and deep drainage facilities must be 
provided to prevent alkali accumulation. 

Lake Bed. 
11This •soil' is decidely unusual in character. It is a 

diatornaceous earth formed as a gelatinous sludge in the vraters of 
the lake ----• It has enormous waterholding capacity, This soil 
shoBs no evidence of black alkali but bicarbonates and chlorides 
are present. 

Elevation. 
Marsh Lands. 

The elevation of these lands varied from 4082 to 4084. 

Lake Bed 
The elevation of the lake bed varied from 4070 to 4082. 

Water Supply. 
The lake had no natural outlet except by evaporation. The main 

water supply was from the Klamath River which flowed in through a 
channel called the Straits during periods of rising stage of the 
river and also during periods of a high rate of evaporation on the 
lake. Water from the lake flowed hack into the river during periods 
of falling stage of the latter. The lake also received inflow from 
small streams and springs from the west and south·;rnst; the principal 
streams being Willovr, ·Cottonwood and Sheepy creeks. 

-~--



Variation in 
Year 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1914 
1915 
1916 

·.'later SurfC'Cl) of the .G:ike. 
Mirinmm 
4084.? 
84.1 
85.9 
85.3 
84.9 

:.Iaximu.il 

4037.2 
85.8 
87.0 
87.3 
'36. s 

85.l 36.4 

Dif ferenc•3 
2.5 
1.7 
1.1 
2.0 
:i.: 7 
1.3 

1917 84.8 86.5 

These ::ile7ations e.lso ap:proxi:r.;ately 

surfa.ce of t:1e Klamath Eiver at the mouth 

1. 7 
repre,,ent that of the water 

of the, Straits. 

Precipitation 
Klamath Falls 
Tule I,3ke 

12.83 inches 
8.84 

E'vaporation 
About 4 feet per year on open wRter 

Adams Tule Cllt 

HISTORY 

This is ditch construc-ced in early days to carry we.ter from the 

lake in a northeasterly direction tb.rough a di vi de to irrigo.te la:ids 

in the 1o·ner E;Jnd of Klamatl: V&lley in the vicinity of Me:::-rill, Oregon. 

It Jrooably neve:: carried niore than 50 seco'1d. feet. 

California was admi tteli to the 7Jnion in 1850, Oregon in. 1859. 

'I'he states of California a1:d Cregon acc.i_uired Iovrnr Klwna'Gh 

Lake by the Swamp Act of 1860, 

The Klaniath Indian :~eservation Tm~; establis:1ed in 1864. 

The California Oregon ?ower Ccmp:•ny approprb.ted wc:-.ter and a 

:power site on the Kl&11at:i :EivE:.r just bclou the Oregon line in 1902. 

The U. s. Burec.u of P.eclwno_tion :nado t:1e first reconr.iassance 
of the Klalilatr. Project in 1903. 

In 1904 and 1~05 California and Oregon ceded the lake back to 

the United St8.tes for use by the Reclai:1ation Se:c·vice. Oregon gave 

the Reclamation Service the right to the vmter of J~he Klame .. th l.iiver. 

Prior to' tpis vii thdra.wal about 20,000 acres of the Oregon portion 

of the basin and a small part of the Ccilifornia marshes had been 

patented under the Hcmeste0.d Lavi and the state S'v78l:lp 12nd acts. 

In 1908 Loner Klamath Lake was made a Bird. Reserve by executive 

order. This v:as subject to the requirements of the Reclamation Servic'" 
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In 1906 the Southern Pacific R.R. Co. began preparation for the 
building of a fill across the northern portion of the basin. This 
fill and the gates on the Streits were to be constructed according to 
certain specifications supplied by the Reclamation Service. This 
work was completed in 1912. 

In 1914 practically all of the marsh lands vri thdrawn from entry 
for the purpose of the Reclamation Service, with the exception of the 
Bird feservet were restored to the public domain. 

The Klamath Drainage District comprising 27 ,GOO acres vras 
organized in 1915. · This included all of the basin in Oregon east of 
the railroad fill. 

During 1914-1916 the gates at the Straits were closed about three 
times but were opened again due to protests from landovmers receiving 
water from Adams Tule Cut. 

In February, 1917 the U.S. Beclarnation Service entered into a 
contract with the California Oregon Power Co, re la ti ve to storage 
in Upper Klamath Lake. 

In November, 1917 the U. s. Reclamation Service entered into a 
contract vri th the Klamath Drainage District providing among other 
things for the closing of the gates at the Straits, for the delivery 
of 50 second feet of vmter to lands under Adarns Tule Cut and the 
district to pay the Reclamation SerYice $104,000. Payme!lt to be 
completed by 1936. This sum vras arrived at in the follovring manner: 
The Reclamation Service had expended $283,000 in acquiring ri.ghts 
and making investigations, surveys, etc, relative to reclaiming 
Lower 4lamath Lake. It appeared t:1at 54,000 acres were susceptible 
of reclamation, There were 20,000 acres of patented land in the 
drainage district therefore the district was to pay 20/54 of the 
above sum. The Reclamation Service retains control of the gates 
until all of the 283,000 shall have been received. They also retained 
the right to reopen the gates should the reclamation of the district 
lands prove to be impracticable. 

The gates were closed October 12, 1917 and no water from the 
Klamath River has entered the basin except for water used for 
irrigation of the drainage district. 

The California Oregon Power Co. completed the first unit of 
the Copco plant in 1918. 

In 1919 fifty settlers squatted on portion of the marsh in the 
Bird Reserve claiming that this marsh lo.nd belonged to the state of 
California and was subject to homestead entry, This contention being 
that the act of 1904 conveyed only the open water of the lake. To date 
(1923) offers have been refused 1Jy the Land Office. 
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The California Oregon Power Co. compJ.etod dam and began storage 
of water on Upper Klamath 18.ke in 1919. 

In May 1920 Congress passed the Balrnr Act providing for the 
opening of public lands in California ·to hon:estead entry under certain 
conditions as to the asslUnption of a proportionate part of a certain 
sum ( $283,000 ) apportioned by the Secretary of the Interior by privately 
ovmed lands of a similar neturE;, The land in question is situated in 
Lovwr Klamath Ioclke. J!'ailure of certdin private owners to comply with 
provisions of this act has rendered it inoperative as to disposition 
of these lands (1923). 

In August 1921 the Klama.th Drainage District purchased by contract 
from tho Reclamation Service a ·water right sufficient to irrigate the 
district for the sum of $50,000. to be paid in ten annu21 installments 
after beginning the use of v1ater. Water can be used only for irrigation 
purposes, The Reclaiaation Service agreed to install permanent gates. 

In 1922 Klamath Dre.in2ge District engineers estimated cost of 
reclamation of the first unit, 13,500 acres. at $155,200 or $11.50 
per acre. Estimated cost of entire district, 27 ,000 acres. wes 
$395,000 or $14. 60 per acre. 'I'his latter included the cost of pumps 
to return the seepage water and return flow back into the Klamath 
River,. The cost of operation and maintenance was estimated at 
$2, 80 per acre. 

By November 1922 the lake had subsided to a small sump of 365 
acres in the extreme southern portion, 'I'he elevation of the water 
surface on lJovember 17, 1922, was 4076. 7 

In 1922-23 the drainage district constructed several miles of 
ditches. During this period there were several bad fires in the district. 

About 1922 or 1923 the California Oregon Power Co. raised the 
dam at Copco and completed second unit of plant, 

About 3000 acres were planted in the drainage district in 1922. 
There are probably about 3500 acres in crop this year (1927). Probably 
not much over 4000 acres have ever been in crop. Some crops have 
been good and others poor. 

Drainage district officials now claim that the first unit of 
13,500 acres is completed. ?ho cost is said to have been about or 
a little over $200,000 including the Rocl~nation Service contracts, 

In September 1927 the Bureau of Reclamation installed permanent 
gates at the Straits at a co~Jt of seve:cal thousand dollars. 

In September 1927 organization of the Klamath Lake Grazing 
Association was perfected and a co;.1tract er1tered into Hi th the 
Bureau of Reclamation for a period of 16 months. This provides 
for the regulation of grazin._; on Lower Klamath Lake, 
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DESCRIPTION (Present Condition) 

Water Area. 
At present there is no water in the southern portion of the lake. 

This spring (1927) the greater part of the lake proper above the 11Neck11 

( Neck refers to the narrow portion of the lake bed proper below the 

state line.) representing several thousand acres and including a 

considerable portion of the Klamath Drainage District was covered 

with water. The area covered in September, 1927 consisted of several 

hundred acres just south of the state line. a few h1mdred acres in 

S'neepy Lake, about 1200 or 1500 acres in Miller Lake and a feV'1 other 

small lakes. 

SheewLake 
Sheepy Lake is fed by springs and water from Sheepy and Cotton-

wood creeks. It overflows to the north and west into the main lake. 

Miller Lake. 
Miller Lake covers an area of about 3100 acres when full and 

is not connected with the main lake. However it probably overflows 

into the main lake during years of very heavy run-off. It appears to 

contain considerable alkali and tules do not grow on its shores. A 

fill was constructed across one end of this lake for a highway and 

wave action very seriously damaged it last winter. It is now proposed 

to drain this lake into the main lake in order to protect the highway. 

The proposed ditch is to be just south of the state line, 

Use of Water. 
Most of the water in the streams and spring is used for irrigating 

small valleys adjacent .to the basin and marsh lands in California. 

Except in the spring during years of high run-off not much of this 

water gets to the main lake, 

Elevation, 
Due to drying and also fires the elevation of the marsh lands or 

peat soils has been lowered. Pr'obably the averag~ lowering has 

amounted to at least one foot. · 

Ownership and Use. 
The Klamath Drainage District includes all of fower Klamath Lake 

north of the state line and east of the s. P, Railway fill and comprises 
27,500 acres. About 20,000 acres of this is patented. About 3500 or 

4000 acres are cultivated and the remainder is used for grazing. 

On the east side of the lake in California title is claimed ,to 

about 6000 acres of the marsh land. Data is not available regarding 

all of the ownership of the marsh lands on the west side of the lake 

in California but probably not less than.4000 acres are claimed. 
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A few hundred acres of the iake bed proper in Californi'.l is 
being planted to gruin by squatters. The remainder is useJ. for grazing. 

The Klamath Lake Grazing .Association has leased all of the 
unpatented land in the lake ba..:;in in California... The Association 
expects to install some fences 2nd other improvements and will 
attempt to prevent the weeds and foxtail vrhich grow in this area 
from being overgrazed by itinerant bauds of sheep. '.:!hey will also 
patrol the dry peat lands to prevent fires, 

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT TO THE BIRD RESEEVE. 

As mentioned before the Bureau of Reclamation appointed a 
commission to report on conditions in Lower Klamath Lcke in 1925. 
'l'his commission consisted of Macy H. Lapham, Associate Soil Technologist, 
u. s. Department of Agriculturet w. L. Povrers, Soil Specialist, Oregon 
Experiment Station, and Chas. F. Sha-.1, Soil Technologist, California 
Experiment Station. Some extracts from their report are given below: 

11Provision for deep drainage of the peat lands is essential to 
any plan of development. Drains should. be maintained at a minimum 
effective depth of six feet, with a capacity equal to from one~third 
to one-half of the irrigation requirements. sUch a system of (leep 
drains vrould necessitate pumping as gravity outlets are not available. 
Drainage water could be pumped through the YailVlaJ'· er:ibankrnent into 
the Straits, or into a diked sump in the L'1ke bed. The latte1· is 
considered to be the more feasible and satisfactory method for the 
Oregon Drainage District, and the only practicable method for the 
lands in Galifornia. 

11The lands of the Oregon drainage district are as yet inadequately 
provided rri th drainage, and in the Sheepy Lclw anJ Oklahoma districts 
drainage is wholly inadequate. Sui ta-ble drainage can not lie provided 
for the latter districts without a diked sump into which the drainage 
Viaters could be pump£3d. 

11It is recommended that a draim:.ge sump be established by 
constructing a levee from a point on the foothill in the vicinity of 
Brownell northerly to the State line or beyond, thence easterly to 
the uplands, a probable total distance of about ten miles. 

11The establishment of this •sump, comprising neeorly all of the 
lake bed in California ·vrould not only provide a moans of disposing 
of drainage waters from the reclaimed peat lands, and to a degree 
protect the peat lands from fire, but it would re ... establish a 
considerable body of water for bird life. 



., 

With this report as a bacis tho B-u.reau of 3iological Survey 
sterted. '1.IJ. inv8st~.gation along the following lines: 
l. Determination of the ar3a that would be covered wi tn water at 
ehvation 4078 which was about the ele;vation recorr.mendecl by the 
commission for ordinary conditions.· 
2. Cost of improvi:ng Ldarns Tule Cut to :_:>emit flushing· tb:J lSke 
down to an elevation of about 4073, 
3, Cost of worJ-:s for bringing wa.ter from Klamath B:l.ver. 
4. Location and cost of dike to restrict water area and to protect 
the drainage district on the north and. settlers on the V\est, 
5. Cost of pumping water in~o the sump in order to protedt the 
above rr.entioned lands. 
6. Several other points in connection with the above. 

DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED PLAN. 
Area. 

The Reclamation Service made a survey of the bed of Lower Klamath 
Lake in 1905 the results of which are shown on a publish iM.p, ( Sheet 1, 
Map No. 78330 JuJ.y, 1906, "Topographic and Irrigation Map, Upper and Lower 
Klamath Projectsu.) This survey was made under adverse condition but 
it is regarded as sufficiently accurate for the purpose of this report. 

In 1923 Mr. Allen L, Darr. Bureau of Becla..nation, prepared a report 
on the 11Reclamation of Lower Klamath Lake" and the following table 
of areas and capacities are taken from this report. 

Elevation above Area Acres Total Capa.ci ty 
sea level Acre Feet. 
4073 0 0 
4074 1000 sOO 
4075 1400 1700 
4076 2600 3700 
4077 6000 8000 
4078 9000 15500 Limiting 

4079 14000 27000 
4080 20000 49000 

The total area o.:f the lake bell below the 'ifock, (that narrow 
portion just south of the state line and which would probably be 
the best location for a ·proposed dike), is 16,000 acres, . 

eleva-
ti on. 

The above table shows that if the water surface must be restricte:i 
to ele·1ation 4078 only 9 ,OCO ncres would be covered. Su.ch a sump wol.l.ld 
leave gently sloping flats particularly on the east sid.e which v1ould 
tend to become highly irnpregnated with al].Q;>.li, 



Outlet 
lower Klarr;ath Lc:::-ce had. no outlet c:xcept th:..'ough the St:cE1i ~s :vhich 

also served as an inlet. The directiou of flow depended on whir,h V'as 
the higher" the l.ak0 or the :!."i vsr. P.l thoug':J. rr.ore we ter f1owed in to 
the :!.akc than out, the outflow ~hat did tAkc place tenC:ed to pre.verit 
the concen·~ration of alkali in the v1aters of th8 lnke. Sinr;e the 
ele·1a ti on of the lake urder original conditions, and of the river 
at the moath of the Straits varied frow 4084 to 4087 it ls obvious 
thac a sum!"J hn.ving n. surfqce elevatio~ of 40'!8 could not find a 
gravity ou-:let to the river. 

In 1908 the Reclamation Service exanined the possi"!:Jility of 
reclaiming a portion of Lov:er Klamath Lake down to elevation 4078 
0y dra:dng off the watr-;r through Ad&rrls Tule Cut,· 1:Vhich channel 
has been described elsewhere. The estimate of cost for enlarging 
the deepening Ad2.IDS Tule Cut was $350,000. Th2 pl2n c:alled for a ditch 
of somevih8.t greater capacity than would. ·oe needed for the proposed 
sump but it was not nearly so deep 2 s V-'OUld be required since to 
serve the purpo3e of flushing out the c..ccu.nulated alkali it would 
be necessary to draw the water down to aoout elevation 4073. 

However, tte cost need not be conside~ed for other reasons, 
The Bureau of Beclw.ation has reclaimed ~he nortl}ern portion of 
Tule Lake and a considerable part of the necessary works are alre?dy 
constr.u.cted. The southern portion of Tule Lake, or about :S5.000 
acres, is to be used as a sump for tl1e drainage water from the 
irrigated lands to the north and also to take occasional floods 
from Lost River, ~his sump was made as small o.s possible and the 
ultimate plan calls for a dU:e along its northern shore to protect 
the irrigated land. 

It is obvious that the Bureo,u of .Reclamation and the Klamath 
Irrigation District would oppose the use of this sump as an ol.ltlet 
for lower Klamath Lake. Nor could t1.1e water from Lower Klamath fa-urn 
be used to supplement the irrigation supply for 12.nds above Tule 
Lake. In the fir;;;t plc.ce the flov1 would be intermittent and irregular 
which would be ob,jectionable, and in the second !)lace; it has been 
necessary to construct drains on this irrigated land to protect it 
against alkali and certainly the "'-lSe of all-:ali water from Lower 
Klamath Lake would be very object,ionable, 

Alkali probably v10uld not accumulate in lower Klamath LDke 
with great rapidity but eventually it would have to be flushed 
occasionally particularly after the return flow from the peat lands 
began to enter it. The only l'.J:!Gano of doing t~1is is by punping to 
the Klamath River, using the Straits as an outlet cnann.el. 
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Wuter Require,r.ent. 
Data en evaporc.tion in the vicinity of Klamath :!'alls indic.ste 

the loss from open wa.ter 'vo be abou.t fou:..· foet per year. In 1912 an 

experiment near Low·er Klamath Lake showed the loss by evcrporation 

and trans~)iration froi:i a 5-foot pan containir ... g groi7in&; tulec to be 
4.38 feet for ti1e period May to Septemoel'.' inclusive, while for thi;; 
same period the loss from an orc_inary evaporating pan was 3.01 feet, 
It is likely that duril ... g the vlinte11 muntlls ~he difference in loss 

wollld have been to some extent in the otner direction. 

The ave1·age precipitation at Klamath Falls is 12.83 inches 

and it proba-bly is some less on Lower Klamath Lake. 

The proposed sum"? would also lose some water by evaporation ) 
and transpiration from the soil on a considerable area of marginal 
land, The loss in excess of precipitation may be taken at about 3.5 
feet. To maintain the sump at a constant elevation of 4078 or with 
an area or 9,000 acres would require over 30,000 acre feet annually, -

Water Supply 
Klamath F.i ver. 

The question of water supply and rights is extremely c:omplicated. 
The U. S. Bureau of ReclaJnation has acquired from the State of Oregon 
the right to use the entire flow of the Klamath River for irrigation 

or purno~e.s incident th~reto. This reclamation project is not yet 
fully developed but at the present time diverts approximately 150,000 

acre feet annually from the Klamath River. 

The California Oregon Power Company has some rights OJ.1~tqe 
Klamath River .in Oregon, other than those gra11ted by the contract 
with ihe Bureau of Reclamation, but these are small and in any 
event need not be considered in the discussion of this problem. 

This Company has a plant on the Klamath River at Cop:::o ·1hich is 
located in California just below the California Oregon State line. 
The ere st of the darn j_ s 125 feet above the orignial low water of 
the river. The plant has tVlo units of aoout equal size and the 
turbines are rated at 37,200 H.P. (Total). There are two 1250 kv.a. 

generators the total capacity of both is 20,000 kilowatts at 80 per 
cent power factor. Full operation of both u."1its ordinarily requires 
about 2640 second feet but with possible overloading and with allowance 
for rapid fluctuation in discharge of the river aoout 3,000 second 
feet are required to operate the plant at its full capacity. 

The power is used for commercial purposes in towns of southern 
Oregon and northern California. Considerable power is also used for 

pumping for irrigation and some for miningo The surplus power is 
transmitted south to the system of the Pacific Gas and Electric 

Company, v-hich system is in'.;ercon~1ected with that of the California 

Oregon Power Company. While this Company has rights to only a small 
part of the Klamath River from the State of Oregon it has a right 
from the State of California to over 3,000 second feet. 
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By contract u.2 tee iob .• ·l'a.1:~·, :i 91 7 betw0en tne Uni t0d. States anrl. 
the California-'.Jregor. Pc":er Cc. the la·~;ter lmde!·tal:es to reculJ.te 
the Upper Klamath L-<1ke under the Sir.µervis:i.on of the U11ited Sta~es 
for e. pcri od 0f f'O ~'ea::s . T'.1e ::iow.:.ir company agreed to construct a 
dam at the outlet of the lak0, .said darn to be the propert;r of tl.e 
U11i ted States; to mcil<e sal;:i.si2c tory ad,]ustments v:i th all interests 
on upper :na.:nath Lake. (The dom v:as completed in 1019) T~e contrar.:t 
does not curtail the right of trw United States to th<;; wate:i.·s of the 
Upper 1\1.am"1-:Ch Lake and subject to these stipulations the power Co. 
mc .. y regulate the lal,:e bet·1ee;,1 elevations 4137 and 4113. 3 

ir> i\·ew or' this contract :i. t does not see:n Eke1.y that the 

l j J3u.r3au of Rec.l.a.nat:ior. wc.ulC. Pt-.rrni t .diversions from th.3 rive:;,~ if 
suc:1 Vn?.re detrimental to the l'ower Co. More pa:cticulurly so slnce 
the Com::ian~' has not reo.li ~ed as much power as it expected frorn the 
construct ion of the da!l1 d·:ie ~o .'.l sJrias or cycle of ir;y ye'.l!'s which 
coulG. not be an t~cipet0CJ .:ro,,t ti1e years of previou.s r0cord. 

So far the CoU'.pany Las not been a.ble to raise Upp0r Xlamat'h Lake 
to the highest elevaiio1.1 pbrmissible u11der tl1e contract '0ecans0 of 
the damage thc..t 1".'0Uld. :-es·11 t to la::1.d.s bordering the lake. '.I'his they 
will overcome soon by the aqquisition of rights and by the construction 
of dikes. When tbis is done the storage capacity of the lake will be 
something over 4UO, 000 e,cre,..feet. 

:B'or a nine-year period eniiing September ;:;o, 1926 the a.v0rage 
annual discharge of the KJarri'3.th Ri,.rer at Spencer Eddge belovr Zeno 
and above Copco is ~ .• 138,000 ac:::-e-:'eet. ]'or this period the average 
annual d.ivers:on fo:' the :Clar.1ath Reclamation Project was 116,000 acre-
feet, m~ing c tctal o:· l,25<'.:,000 acra-feet. :3ut the P..eclamation 
diversions vrere inc.1:e'lsing duri:i1f ~bis period. until at present 
they amount to 3.00'it lbO ,UC) ac:ce-fe;;t. i3uotracting this figure 
fro1n 1,254,000 ¥ould leave 1,104,000 acre-feet c..verage a"1nual flow 
at Spencer Br:i dge availao•.e to the Fower Co. As stated above 400, 000 
acre-feet of this cct.D be controllei by ston.ge in Upper Klamath 
Lake. 

While th::J Copco :t:lar:.t reqi;,ires about 3, 000 second feet to operate 
at full capacity it will be assumed that 2, 640 second feet is sufficient 
under ordinar:· conditions. This amounts to 1,911,000 ac:ce-feet in a 
year and. for one unit or l1al:t' of tl1e :pla:n.t it would amount to 955,000 
acre-feet. 

Ave. annual discharge of Klemath River 
For 9-year period.Flo~ at Spencer Bridge 
plus Reclamation diversion at Klamath Fo.lls 
Present rate of iieclamatio~ diversion 

Leaving 
.Amount requ.ir•3d. to operate one unit of :· "·' 
power plant on b·~sis of 2540 sec. ft. for 
both units 

Leaving 
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1,254,000 ac.Ft. 
150,000 

'T,104,000 

955,000 
--r:i9, 000 Ac . jj't. 



This amount \·rould be sU:fil::ie11t :;o oDerate t~i.e second. unit of the 
power ::?la:i.t 57 days curing the average ye~.. I'his figure woulr'l. of 
course be less if 3,COO seconci fe:et were used as a basis. Dur:.ng the; 
nine-ye2.r 1Jer5.od unrler discussion there have been three yea:cs when 
the total d.ischa:cge at Spcnc0r :Sridge was less than 900 ,000 acre feet. 

Discussioi: of total n.:.n-off does not necessarily mean that no 
-;rater is going to waste since tho storage capacity may not give 
complete control. 

Tablo s:1ovr:.ng Discharge of Klamath River at Spencer :Bridge Below 
Keno and. Xoov.a Copco anc_ Di.versions by Reclamation Project. 
Ye2r If:aximu.m l,'iaxirnu.n Total .Ar1nu.al Diversio:is by 

3ncling Lischarge Discharge  Discharge Klamath Project 
Sept. 30 One Day Mean for 

Sec.Ft. One :Month Acre Feet. Acre Feet., 
Sec.Ft. ----·-------

1927 less than less than 
_____ ._3,00Q__ ____ 3_!.000 _ 

1926 2,960 1,670 
1925 2,220 2,00C 

040,000 ) 150,000 ) 
( 3) 

1,120,000 ) ( 2) 150,000 ) 
1924 2,550 1,950 868,000 148,0CO 
1923 3,890 3,640 1,150,GOO 120,0GO 
1922 4,300 ° 3,600 
1921 4,700 ° 4,100 

0 l,·1:10,000 109,000 
0 1,660,000 93,100 

1920 1,840 1,750 884,000 102,000 
1919 3,430 3,220 1,170,000 98,?00 
1918 2...t_070 2,620 1,140,000 _78, 700 
laean for 9 -year period 1,138,000 116,000 

1,138,00Q 

0 Estimated 
Total 1,250,000 

(2) Advance information from U.S.3-.S .. su"oject to correction. 
(3) .A:ppro::imate. 

During· 1926 t:i.ere were only 21 da;rs 1;:i.e:1 wc:~ter \'lent over the 
S?illway at ~he po·.1er plant aria. the:r. us-ially in small amounts, no 
douot caused by fluctuation in tho discharge of the river which can 
not be controlled with great accuracy at the storage dam due to wind 
action on the lake. Du.rLi.g '~he year over 99 per cent of all the 
water passed throw;'l.i. the turbines. This and the above table seems 
to indicate that practically all of the water was used ii: 1924,1925, 
1926 and 1927. 

The second. unit of the ~'.)ower ··)la;,.1t ·-:as not completed until 
about 1923. The storage clBm-vras n~t put into operation imtil some 
tii1:c in 1919. Also it must -oe re:ner.~bered that the storage capacity 
of U:Yper Kla:nath Lake could not be fully utilized cluring the years 
of record. given above and tl1a·c the reclamation diversions have 
been increasing. One or more of t~:.ese factors might hc:.v-e tended to 
reduce some of the larger maxim~n ~ischarges given above. 
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The KJ.arnc::.tn Reclamation Project ~.s not yet fully developed. In 1927 

this project irrigated about 70,000 acres a:id ::1as works alreaiy con-

structed for the inigation of J..26,500 acres, (this includes the 

Klamath Drainage District), and expects to ultimately irrig~te 

181,600 acres, (this includes 54_.JCJC acres in Lo.w.e.:i. Klamath Lake, 

27 509 .acr~_s_ of 1~ich c.re in the KJ.amath Drainage District). r;ot all 

of the 17ater for Tb.is :!.ric1·eace- ~n~ are .... z--v1m-cone!rom tse· riv".lr out 
· ~~ certainly the Klarn:i.'.;h Drainage Disuict which ~1as al1·eady purchased 

~__....,,.-;:'" a water right will tak~ v1ater from this sol!.rce .s-,nd should it ever 
_,.,,,-.k'~ becorr£ fully developed will divert not less than 50,000 acre f eet 

lfW~ ·o t and probably nearer 70,000 acre-feet. 
r V ' 
() ,,._..-( 

~ t • 

t 

Still furthe r the Kld..rnath Ind:i.an Re3er-,ation, w:1ic:1 comprises 

about 1600.squario-miles in the KlarnatL-1 River watershed, c:lairus a 

prior right over t~e State or Reclarr.ation Service to all waters 

originating on the Reservation. On the Rese1va'.;ior. there are irrigated 

at present about 1'7,000 acres and more or leos preli::'linary plaris 

call for the ulitimate reclarn.:.:.tion of 148,000 a:::res. 'l;h:i..s includes 

l 80,0CO acres in KlBTDath M.· a.rsli. Disre,scirdins t~1is la~te:c area leaves 
a proposed.increase of irrigated area of about 50,000 acres. While 

it is not likelJ t:1at all of this development vrill take place in the 

near future, yet w:1en it does not less than 100,000 acre-feet, and 

very probably more v;ilJ. be r equired. · 

There are a great maiiy· othL:r complica.tions relative to the 

discharge of the Klamath River and relative to rights and claims 

but these need not be added to this discussion. 

It appears that dFrir.g the past ten years water would not 

have been ayailacle for Lower Klamath Lake ~or more than three years 

unde r present conditions of development and that ;-1hen considering 

future development which already ~as rights it is very doubtful 

whether any water i7ou2.d l1ave been available during this period. 

It is true of course that the years considered in the above 

discussion have been, on the average, years of low run-off and that 

a very much highQr average run-off occurred during the period 1904-1917. 

However when consia_ering this period in connection with present 

development there would have been at least t w years when water would 

not have been available and two or so more for which the availability 

is doubtful. It is of course possible that tho cycle of high run-off 

will return during which some water would be available for Lower 

Klamath Lake during most of tho years. It is also possible and indeed 
very probable that a dry cycle similar to the last 9 or 10 years 

will also re turn duriug which little or no wator would be available. 

It should be pointed out here that ~hon considering the present 

use of water in co!lnection with all the years of record (1904 to date) 

a steady or con~inuous inflow into Lowe r Klarnath Lake could not have 

been maintained d1u·ing any year. Tho lake, or that portion of it used 



would havo to be fille:d, (if a..11y water were availal:.:le at all), during 
one or two months of '~he spring ru.n-0ff. During tho remainder of tho 
year evapora-cion would decrease ti:le size of the lake to a comparatively 
very small area. (This statement holds true if there is no more 
water available from other sources than tlXi.sts under present conditions. 
The possible development of other sources will be discussed later.) 

During the 9-year period ending Septrmbor 30, 1913 the· discharge 
of the Klamath River at Keno, (which is below the Straits), averaged 
151,000 acre-feet less than the flow at Link River, (which is above the 
Straits). \Vhilo possibly some of these records are not highly accurate 
yet the ab~ve figure to some extent indicates the loss due to evap-
oration in Lower Rla.math Lake. This of course does not represent 
total evaporation since during the period considered the rlm-off from 
the small streams entering Lower Klamath Lake was undoubtedly high. 
During the past 10 years, had Lower Klamath Lake. been in existence, 
the actual average loss to the Klamath River at Keno probably would 
have been greater than the above figure since the small streams 
entering the lake havA also been passing through a period of low 
run-off. This is presented to show that Lovrer Klamath Lake is probably 
not very desirable to the Power Co. for storage purposes since the . ,A_ 
loss by evaporation would likely excocd any benefit. Also it is not 1 tA • 
necessary to their present development, unless the water could be _A,+ 
held over long enough.to meet dry years, since the storage capacity .Ul v~ 

on Upper Klamath Lake affords more or less complete control of the µ ~ ~ 

river during years of low and average run-off. ' ~~ ~ 
I ~ {) v 

The above paragraph has reference to flooding the entire lake. P 
The possibility of interesting fae Power Co. in the construction of 
a sump in California on the basis of permitting them to use part of 
the water stored in it is very unlikely since it is highly impracticable 
as a study of elevations, run-off, evaporation, etc. readily show. Indeed, 
if the Power Co. took all of the water from the proposed sump (with 
its water surface limited to 4078) it would be sufficient to run 
their Copco plant at full capacity not more than three days, and all 
of the water would have to be pumped out. Even without the limiting 
~estriction of 4078 it woul~ be difficult if not impracticable to 
hold the water in the sump by dikes at an elevation sufficient to 
permit any of it to be drawn off by gravity, since it would be 
necessary to hold the water at an elevation of 8 or 9 feet higher 
than 4078. 

Return Flow from Klamath Drianage District. 
If all of Klamath Drainage District were irrigated the return 

flow woudl probably be about 27,000 acre feet. This water would 
contain very much more alkali than does the river water.. It probably 
will be. a good many years before the District is fully developed 
particularly if it. has to raise the funds for the completion of the 
second unit which consists of the lake ·oed in Oregon. However, if 
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COST 

If ri::;hts to tho n<:...tor o::.' ti .. e spring" a:;1c1. cro..;ks \7cro (:cqu.ir.Jd., 
11hich.1ncans t:rtc :)urcho.sc of tho lci:lci, artl el..L. OJ., tile ,;['t<.:r conJ11ccnd 
to tho lok'-it nould b" s<.lfficLmt to mo..intaiL 2. lo.k" ,:-.rc::c of s~vv:r·o.l 

t110us'"'nd. acres oven dul'ing .'.1. sod0s of (U:y yo, rs. 'I'l1is v10uld rvquiro 
a different arretnf;omont of thu proposed. smnp, Tho -1.iko r'limi..iig no:r:tb 
fro;n :Bro1moll to tho Stccto liLo 1,,ould not be ruquired but a cike ·.-rould 
be roqu5.rod along all of tliot portion of tho State lino in Lon0r 
Klamath Lake. ·r:10 tot:i.l length of the; dike required in e::lch caso 
Ylould bo about; t:l:i.O samo bu.t vri t~1 this schon:,c no wntt.;r 1,ould Lnv" to 

bo pumped from the ixst siclo. 

Vii th combinations of the 2bove. uncqrtdntios .it ic possible to 
arri vc at vrid3ly varying conclusions rolati vo to \7atcr suppl;;r: 

1. Under present condit:i.ons tho \:ator sup::ily is suf'ficicnt to 
maintain a sump of several hur .. drod aero s . This may b0 Lie roe.sod 
sorr,o if lfiilkr lake.: is complc.:toly drcdned, 

2.. If tho Klam:i.th Drainc,gc Di st:cict nnd tho l.mds on thu 1T!O st 
side in California rroro fully dcvolopcct the return flov1 'i1ould be 
sufficient to maiDtain a sump of about 91000 acres. 

3 . If rights to all of the 1;rater on the west side Yrcro acquired 
by purchase it probe:cbly z1ould ·bo sufficient to maintain a lake area 
of scvcr2l thousand acres even during dry yc2.rs, .::i.nd more in wet yce.rs. 

4. If tho so rights ·;;e:ro cicqui:cod and if tho Klamath Drninc.gc 
District noro fully developed a series of ;-:ot yoe.rs might raise tho 
17ator to such c:m extent e>.s to inc·uco nccc ssary tho purchase of some 
lands on tho cast side in Co.lifornie.. It ccrt2.inly 17ou.ld bo lik...:ly to 
cause tho v1akr to rise u:oovo elevation 4078 and tho dikos ;7ould 
ncod to bo made sufficiently high to c.:.tro fo1' it. 

Dikes and Ditches. 
Recently tho Klamath Office of tho Bureau of :S.ec1amJ.tion 

prepared an c.:stimate of cost for tho diko proposed for t ~-;.is sump. 
' It 11as not based on actual sur·vc,ys 1ut on the gcnorel information 
nnd maps at h.::nd.. This estimate nns ~2E·O,OOO . The ostim~t\;d cost 
per cubic yard \7Ll.S liberal aad a larg0 amount ;·ms included for 
contingoncics. It included thu cost of 6 milos of collecting 
ditches for tho r1c st side and of a channol luading to th0 Stro.i ts 
1-,ith a capacity of 200 second. foot. 'I1his vrould be needed v1i'-1on irater 
vras pumped out of tho surap. It did not include tho co st of DDY pumps. 

In addition to tho abovo several miles of di tc11 vrould bl: needed 
in tho interior of the suuip so thnt Yrhcn it became no co ssary to flus:.1 
it out Tiator could be convoyed to tho pumpin5 plant at the north ond. 
The southorn end of tho sump is thu lov/Cst. The action of the waves 
on tho highn2y fill aero ss .1ii1Lr IJci.ko i:1dicato s thnt a considerable 
sum v:ould ne;cd to bo cxpc[idod to protect a portion of tho dike against 
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orosioE. Those items V7ould te:~1d to offset any liberality that may 

ocr,ur in tho e stimato made pY tho Bureau. of Reclamation. 

Pumping Plant. 
P,-:i.rt of tho pmnping plant would c.s.ro for the rotern floVI from 

tho Klamath Drainage Distict and anoth0r part rrould be used to 
empty the surnp rrhon the v1citor became too alkaline. Al thou;::;h ':probably 

a difficult mat tor it was assumed that t:1c lat tor could be so 
designated and ar:i;-A.Dgod with gates and by-passos to porinit its use 
for pumping v;atcr ·fron the lan:ls on tho wost side, since H vrould bo 
used infrequently for emptying tho sump. This plant would to located 
on the State lino and its cost is estimated at $65,000. 

If the land or 11ator on tho v;cst side in California 1r0re 
purchased, water from the wost side rrould not need to be punpod. 
It is a difficult matter to estimate tbc cost of acquiring those 
rigLts but it certainly ';70uld not be less than $125,000 and possibly 
more, Whether or not this scheme WGro adopted it would rnako li ttlo 
or no difference in tho cost of dikes, ditches, and pumping plant. 

Summary of Cost. 
1. Depending on dovolopmcn t of lands surrounding tho sump for 

a natcr supply. If tho land on tho west sido and in tho drainage 
district were fully developed the supply vrould be sufficient to 

maintain a sump of about 9 ,000 acres. 

Dikes and ditches 
Pumping plant 

Total 

$250,000 
65,000 

$315,000 

2 . Acquiring rights to land and water on tho west side. Tho area 
of the sump that could be rr~intainod vrith this supply vrould vary widoly, 
Disregarding the possibility of a supply from the drainage district 
the supply from the west side during a series of dry years, would main.,-
tain a sump having an area considerably less than 9,000 acres; during 
a series of wet years the a:::-ea would be greater thar1 9, 000 acres -

Dikes and ditches 
Pumping plant 
West side land and water 

not less than 
Total 

Operation and Maiptenance. 

$250,000 
65,000 

125,000 
$440,000 

If the Klamath Drainage District were all irrigated the return 
flow may amount to 27,000 acre feet all of which would have to be 
pumped, Even though there might be some doubt regarding its 
development, as a possible contingency, it is necessary to use this 
figure both for estimating the ~_Qst of the plant and the annual cost 
of pumping. ···--' ·· 
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'i1he cost of pun.ping c"1t. th0 sw1ro to pr"ve:_t ".,he coace::1tr
atiJn JI 

alkeli wo1-_ld va-:-:y to r:orr:n e-cte---it rrit'1 fcec;1J_ency and ra,te 
at w~iiC-1 Lie 

SllITif ITil.A.st be empt icd. L: t:1i s re;ior-·~ it tas bec.1 .s.s0nnec 'Cl::at ii:, wo1<.ld 

be nece2sary to e111:µty it v•icfiin a re.i_"od of aboi.::_t t,vo :nor
.ths wLicL 

wo:ild re qui re pun;ps 01 large ca:j_:ac~. t;y. On c:. 0~1si .:; o;' as1 e--f ec:d; :::n.un:Jed 

th(_> f jyeJ charges slich as jr,i:Jrec iat io:.~ and ,:1in.;.rnu1u. po we~· c
:1arc;e s WO"J_ld 

be ver~" hi.gn" ".'his of C'.)urse ~1ou1_a_ "lot -ue tr1J_C Li:' ti1is po:ttion of the 

r.lant v;erc u.:;ed fo.:: pumping water from the west side cut 
in tnis case 

the actual. arnount of vower Ll.sed wunld te ri,Ll.ch greater. 

I'he annual cost of 9lillroin-:i; from ~he drainage di::itrict, t'.
1e ·vest 

side and occasionaJ.ly fl11shing out t11.e sump is es0imated 
at $17,JOC. 

If o.11 of the water f:·om the we st side had tc be p'l].II1pcd c
uring umlsually 

heavy run-off in the spring the cost !"light e;reatlv exceed.
 tLis amount. 

I'he annual cost of pum'?ing from ·the drainage district and
 

occasionally flushing out the sump is es~imatecl ac $14,:JOO. 

Dikes sometimes break. If ti1is one should break whe:n the
 fa'ter 

in the sump vras rather high it ['.light flood sev<Jra1-thousa
nd. aci·es in 

the southern portion of the Klamath D:2ai:1ago District. In any everct 

the dikes would need freque-:it inspectJ.on and occasionally 
considt.-rable 

repairs and the ditches would need to te cle~ned, This J
.s estimated 

at an average annual cost of $3,COO. 

The total co st of ope rat ion and maintenance would be as follo
ws: 

1. Incl ucling pl;l.mping from the we st side. 

Pumping $17,000 

Main tonance of dikes 

a."ld ditches 
'_')ta".. 

_],000 
~~2\...1 ,, rj~;r_i 

ir~.Jin t11.e \Vest. sjc~-t~1, 

Pu.rr:;i 1 r:,:; 
Maintenance of dikes A.Li d.i khe s 

~-'~(i: f _)( 11j 

_hQ_CO 
c?l7,500 
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Release -Immediate. 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Office of Information 

Press Service 

lJovcmber 5, 1927. 

REFLOODING OF LOWER KLAMATH LARE HELD IMPRACTICABLE 

It has long been the hope of conservationists that 

some arrangement might be made by which a program could be undertaken for refloN!. 

ing Lower Klamath Lake, which was at one time a splendid waterfowl breeding and 

feeding ground, lying partly in southern Oregon and partly in northern Californi<. 

By reason of the use of the water of Klamath River in recent years for irrigatim 

of agricultural lands and also for power, water has been lacking to keep the 

marsheG of Lower Klamath I,al<.:e habitable for wate1'fowl. 

A study was made this year ·b~' L. T. J"essup, an irrigation ent,ineer assigne 

by the Bureau of Public P.oads to the Biological Survey, of t~1.e United States De-

partment of 1',.griculture, to determine the pr=i.cticabili ty of a reflooding program . 

.At a conference held in Klamath Fells, Oreg., on September 27 and.. 28, by Paul G. 

Redington, chief of the Biolog)cal Survey, with representati.ves of the Califor~'lia 

::i,nd Or;ogon--G·a..rri::> commi.sei.ons, the r~ . .of ..the-Rtigi:n.e.ex_wM. _rendered. The many 

obstacles that preclude further consideration of the project were there brought 

out. 

In the first place, the fiJ_ll supply of water from the Klarr3.th River is 

needed for existing and pro,)ected irrii;;ation plans and for povier une. In the 

second place, leg:Lslation of the States of O:cegon and California, which ceded the 

lands involved to the Federal Gover:nment for use as a reclamation project, stipu-

lated that the 1.'Jater shoulti be usea_ for irrigation pur?OS8S. In the third place, 

even if water were available, it is held 'Gli.at the reflooding of Lower K.J.amath 

Lake wo-uld be detrimental to agrj_c-ul t·Ll-re 1n the im·nediate region, and the cost of 

necessary project works, such as dil:es and pumping plants, and the p.rrchase of 

privately owned lands, would nm into a very large fig:1re. 

At the conference held in Klamath Falls it was decided to drop considera!.·.; 

tion of the reflooding pro5ram in the J,ower Klamath region and to concentrate the 

efforts of sportsmen and others interested throughout the country· on the :. 
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restoratio!'l work to be done on the Bear River Marshes, at the northern end of 

Great Salt Lake, in Utah. Here it is possi01e by diking to establish large areas 

of fresh water, which when ccr;1ploted will not only furnish breeding and feeding 

gro1mds for a v6ry large number of waterfowl but will opsrate to decreese the 

mortality th::i.t has been so cerious among the bird.s for many years. 

The Chief of the Eiological Survey, in co~merting on this general situation, 

stated that the news of the aba.rnlonrnent of the Lower Klamath l:ake project would be 

disappointing to many sportsmen and conservationists of the co·Jntry who had banked 

on the ree::;tablishment of an important vraterfowl concentration area there. Gontinu-

ing, Mr. Redington said, 111 am very sorry to be the harbj_nger of this bad news, 

since I am v;ell aware of the great interest displayed by thousands of sportsmen and 

bird lovers in the project, but the obstacles to reflooding LoTier Klamath Lake ap-

pear to be of an insuperable nature. Co?ies of the engineer's report on the proj-

ect are to be given to many of the organizations that have been behind this project, 

and it is my opinion that e:~fter reading the report their judgment as to the un-

feasibility of the project will coincid_e with the judfp.ent of the Oregon and Cali-

fornia fish and game commissio:.:is and with t:1at of the 13ioloe;ical Survey. 

11We are daily expecting the report of our engineer who has been working for 

the past few months on a plan to construct additional dikes on the Bear River 

Marshes in Utah. We knovv that this sort of restoration vrork is entirely possible 

since the State J?ish and Gc::me Corrrnissioner of Utah, Mr. Madsen, and certain duck 

clu.bs owning land on the Bear Ihve~ Mars:1es have already by diking established such 

areas. 

11The State of Utah has by legislation consented to the establishrnen~ of a Federal p:roj e~t, v1hich, when completed, wil 1 comprehend more then 100 square miles of fresh--.1ater marshland territory for wild -rowl, awl it is our hope that tt.is project may be consummateC. in the near future. Valuable not alone as a breeding grour.d but for feeding and resting, it is as ii;;portant a cor.centration area as any that can be found. throughout the United States, and it is imperative that action be had to remedy the conditions that for the past decade or so have caused such a heavy mortality of the ducks and 0the1· v:aterfowl in the lines of the great western migration.11 

Mr. Redington f1.irther stated that the engineering examinations of the Bear Ei ver iilarshes in Utah and the Lowe1· Klcimath and Malheur Lakes in CalHornia and Oregon v.ould hOt kwe been possible but for t:1e generosity of western sportsmen, who raisect a fu.."l<l. of more than $6,000, which permitted the Liological Survey to obtain the services of competent engineers. 
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in pU!"St:Ut."l<:le of the "It.at a'f w.hUli!'J l? i 1902 (ZZ Stti.t. f 58~) ~~ .!/:.(ltO 

4.+nend~.tory tl»1eJ.·~o:t t:~ntl ceu.,r1pleme-11t!.W"/ tti~retOt ~t.weo~ ths Unittld 

:ltata~ cit .• .1.~1·1oa, ll~:r~inetter ~t3loo th!$ Uniteg.. Jta.'tt~S by Hra~~Jrlin 

K. l..tlne,. ~~t'Hlretltl.l7 o! t.ha 1nte1·1or.,. ~~nd th$ COliforuir.1--0rc~on l"Ower 

'1ompan7, a Otdl:t'ornia eo:rporatton .. l:u~:tobaftar ~t:;rlod tl1e Oo!l'.i1?~· 

litae:uu>tl:u 

\th.areas, tho Uni~~il .jta.to& p'tW1tUant to the .a1Diit'4 oot1 b 

lWW t'HJe;~~d in the x-col~~ti1111 aana. lrrir~tio.i1 .ot htrAs lyb1t;; il:i tho 

\Jtnt0 or vregon :rm;l ln tho <.1ta:t-<11 ct Cnl~:tu:rnia 111 the v1o.1:n.Hy ot' 

1J.wr.a.th :J/,tlj.lls • Onecm,. kWwn ~ th& }:l.n.math ~~0ot, i.md 

.'ihortul'£a • Im .. Act o:t tho l.~gislat.ttre ot th6 sta.\te of ('Jr~~~on 

a.pp1"oved. Jamar3 20, 1905 {Ol\ap,. l' G0neral li:tt.ils ot or~·son« l905, 

i.J,. oa} a~..athoriicd. and e~~wor~d the '£J:,1ited ,;1t1ll.t(;JS to l0"1't~1l" the t:ater 

lov~l o:r Upp.t'r i:le1:titb .Ltl.ke" lrl&"OO,.th Uonnty, Ort;,f;on, a.r~l ·to U,$0' O.'P:i 

p~rt or all r;f. too bet or no.id lrut~ :for the stortil.go o:r wa.to:r in 

eonn'Uction wlth the D~lora.tio».B of irrit\P·t1on M..d reclP.JmU.on con-

'Ciuot.@d t;y the Reol~tirui Sel1·v100 of tho Unite<l ~tate~. aim 

··niere~; tho Com;;:.a1t;1 hn.1. o.t:fe?.-ol:i tt'> oonat1~t a. H&n at o:r 

neur tho outlar~ of tho lJlk$ fot• th.:i irurpoee of r<Jf.fU,l.::1.ti;ne thf; l~vt"il 

of the l~kc 111 Bu.oh rttm1J1~Jr u 11.trg be de&Qed. M'liem.ble ll1 tm t'bitid 

State~ tor .r.n.u•poGtln ·t&Uthur:h:@d by 'tl:v.~ lawt.l of the United !lta:t(:a &~d 

of the Gt!;i,fHt ot Oregon, 



... :;ow tl'1 r.oi'ore, ~n.e 'p&rtieu h reto ~ee-

l. Tho {kmwany r.wti:Jf for nnu on b&ll.ri!.:f of the Unitod ts.t(is, 

r-<Ay ··t its o Jt!on cotutruot a dar.; \\ Link .t:lver a:t or n-,,ni• the outlet 

of U£>per lrlen~h .Luke :ror the purpo;;o of ~o.ntrollin.; n.ni... rei.;;-ubtl.Ilg tbe 

watGr:l or the L....~c3 CJ:t... ho .10~ in iilk. Riv~:r- en.1 ireP..:.Y or rs.te nnd r.:a.in-

tai-n a;mld ·a.i. for a. _'H•Tiod ot 50 :.roars ,., om t. dllte ~~er-eor eu'bJcet to 

tho aonditian.s h.ere1n.."l.tt~r rov1d d. ·~ne "11 cam ruta. the u.m,ilrtanmcca. 

tho:reoi', i.o.ol·wune too n$ upon wh1eh it 1G altuatod, 1.nuul be the 

property ot tha Unittid ~t toa. 11.nd the com tltt1 he .. a'Uy u:nl!<artakea a: 

~ro(la to n.oqu1r1l At1d. convoy to thll United ~;t&toa sttch la.r.d., th~ tltlo 

to which is not: now in th& Unitcn Jta.tes, au ill be oot:uniod by :sail! 

o.a. r::.i a• roa.y Lo ttf.:.\eea-a$.l'",7 for its ocnstruo .10:0., :aintonanoe G.ZW. 

o era:Uon. 

lf said 'om~n.v ~leoto to bullii a~id. :J.~ s:J ~:rein p1·c1viile , 

s• id .. ot~ mo.st• ~Hh.in twc ~a:r:1 1rom <latta ooroor. n0Uf4~ th e~re­

tar; or the Ix:,terior in w.ritil'\I, o:r 1tn elcotion so to o. anc. th Com-

"~ &hAll thereupon become botmrl by ·· 11 :or the con· iticnz and o 11-

e,.-;.tiotul of thi~ contract ith ro1'o:c cnae t.o u.id ull.l:G .a. tho ro. lat.ion 

o! the Wtl.tt."l' l elo of Upr.10r 1ae.~tll Lake. Ii su.eh ,Titton notiof) is 

not uo uorvod within ~i<l pe:do4.1 t en s.ll :rights o.nd obltgG.tio11G of. 

tho vOT:!";nT.;-J' un er this contr.eot * other tr .. ~ witb rot'.'t:.rd to the lC:.1:)0 

of the K~1~0 Caru;tl and ttt:i nl°cviaion~ roc;r;.rdin;.; the c.lc ot pw.mr, .!hall 

1mnr1c1ir.4tely ceuae And tcrmh10.te. ~ho p ... o.:Uso of tl·. ';Qtttl)a21Y to supnly 

po er and to least, tho ·~no anal, o.a herein provided, a .. ~l be doemJd 

sut!icient oonuiuerntion !or the option to erect end maintain .mi~ otl• 

_..,,_ 



) 

I 
hall be so conatruotco an to pamit of the i·i:dail¢; of the e evatic: 

of tho lr.'n> to a h igh~ of 4141.5, nnd 1th1n 10 yoa.r. u2l.Dll 'be 

a.!.'it 1t.faotor; to tho oocr -tru-of the lt:t .t•ior. 





or r4:;.b.ts o! t11 • Bto.tc-er • ~ron or or t'he JM.10.1 a e;r;. 

o! :m1'1 l'lao by-said LJo. p~ny or to th~ r!Hrc.lation .1,d 

to tbc oper tion 

ontr.ol o:t th., 

le\tnl s of s~ id lake by ., '.\hl \fo "' rr; rH hort-.t1 mt crim."ee t:o hold tho 

Uniti-;d Stat n Mrmloss :f'rorn :m.7 n.nt' ll 1L-1lity for d.l\~o due "o 

.ucn aeul tion and r.ontrol. 

~. ct the crv.! ct the 50-yeo.r ..,r•:rio"! of the eo~o:ny•s con ... 

trol t1nl'!. oport1tion of tho tl.W-l all l'ifhts hel"Oiln{lor 5Mll term:i:nate. 

9. l·r. eo:n"":id.cra.tbn nf uw rigntn u."n<l. bon nt.s aecx-uJng 

to tho CGl"tl",nn:r h· l"H:1son '.)'f tJ'lf; c:ont:r-ol and o-pe ~t fan of' thf; cl.at!,. 

tho "!o, ..,~# ha-rebzt e.g-reo3 to :tu~i.lnh .... lcctt"io powe1" it'llring-tho 50-ye!U' 

period of ita control o! the {1t".~ for •'ll .Jtl~L 1nr; requirer.:ie1:rta for tho 

irrl(;a.t on or 1Jr:.x.1?1n1:_~ ot lnn~.$ c .r:tvint; th(: l:r ·;vc.ter supply from or 

ln <H.n:1nQct.lCJ1 .ith the W•4%'1:Z of' the t .ar~~b f-l"'Ojo t. or otheit"J;t.•ia'J 1mde 

.... art; 01· the ~ojoct b;r t'l1e ~"o retfl.r.r of' tho rr,t~:dort .'.lthin ~ .nna 

from th\'j tom of .C.er!'ill, ~non, nt r te of 7 r:iihs per kilowat 

uou:r. .i.n the c ne of ti~·" no "r tor tha <'tr inat:.'tf of ~~ule lR..Jro tl;e 

c ~..rt.:..!'() tor th .,,~·tor ~h~ll be 7 n!ll !'JC'r • Ho· '-t t h· ur br.t1 "'f'm t:. e 

hom-:; of 6 p. :m. d 11 P• ni. , id. u.t t.h(l. rato of 5 llla l""'l" !=.llO\"lntt 

ho'Ur d:urlng otbcr ttrx-s of ·14e dn;r. All utic--1'1 pO·!"'!' h..ttll l>t~ flelive:6d 

'hv the Con~" et :its owr. e ne:nno 'lfherever th,....r iv nn inat .lle.tion 

!or Quon , ··n.-dl~; p'UZ" 10s 9 of 100 horso-.,.,owol" 01· more, .for u.t lc:nst 

it :;cm.•$ b\i~irt!"SS et '".n e..Verage load factor O:f llt least 50%• 1l'he 

l'loc!;ric cu.rl'fint sunplioc!. chall 'be in euch !or'!'!' ! •·· to be c.vailtible 

for th&1 'DU..4Pi::Jl :r"'quir .ment4' of the proJoct. In caso the cmn~relal 



~~~1"vim~, tha con:m.c'll'tti.til rat.en 1~'tU'."h1S' fruoh t :ltlle · t~rW.1 zu;,-<rJJt)l'..e ti1ose 

herein t:tnted. '.i!'h.:z rr .. te dof'H> not {'!:Jtt.:nd (;~111.n«~ll~ to .rnrt(t\''l4£r f>3' 

pr.1-rato indi•Jllt•ti.ls• but in;ly to _p't1rrpin,, 'bl t;ho n:r..:Ht:t1 ;;;t:\teo or 'Cy 

Lruitt'd :Jt.r .. ~oo, or t;~ ol':'ean:r.o.LJiauG or intHvi:,~aale 9u.~1ne w_:.tol" to 

.~y- le:r•ds ;,;f tht1 ,pr-.iJoet 1~a eo~ct"11:1~·d in th1a oootkn. 

10. r~~th:il)L; 1n ti.le <l:f..:.t·c{c ~1.Z~1t ~.fhl'.t'll ~tu•ttiD. or ~.e i.n t'.'f'.J 

-.vJu.e e;)OJ.l?St.?·uo.c'. ac. cnrtrdlirt:; tM J>l'Q00:11t· r;.~l1tu of t'l~e U.d'i!ttd .;tnt64 

to thi;, i':<:.t~:n·~ ot uppt•:.-;Jt\'.':l.~th l.i.U!'i:'· ,, :ld. H:~ t:ributc.rjes er tho l.!lul& 

trud~r OI" .:iloi~ .. th!!, rr.L.'U' .ir~ o:i' t,h•.i.i l~li.o. 

11. ·~n.e !L~U\tt'1., ~H.' thti ?o !1iJ..~· to 1:H)nv1:r ln thcd.r br~Y· 1n,.. 

t:cnt mis. t":·'.'laniuc '17H1i ."/X1y r,J:7 tt1~ p;i;'ov.:t~tlJns o:"' thic er.mt:raot. ;tn. ru-

c.;i...:rtl to the 0011i:;tn~1tior:, <.i .1f.n·atio1, ~r...,\ une or the-1 a.~ tt:t: too outlet 

ill rog!i,'.!'(1. to ~o.1.d ~m:l :mbjeot to ci"'.:ri.ocllt~tfo:n by tho ~<;.~1·etii!J'., vi'. tho 

1.ntrn.•.ic;r 11pon t>O da.yti • 'IJ'r-H ton iiOt .too to tb.C Co·"~)!;\.11¥ ittw.an...., t;he Gm.tee 

:fer su.eh pi,'>pozod C'-"-n"'r.ll1;1,.t fon t&nlt :in C4'1Bf'1 cd' :ttdJ:~::.ro or ref'o.ncl of 

the OoWl9~~i'-Y ;.o ~Oi.i1rlt v1H'h tt.c;. lJ1 .. 0vieio:.na ()J:. this !)~Dti·oot wtt:hil"l tho 

r>eriod .::tllt'!'e~»d li,1 tho ..>uoret:trry ci' the !nterfor r.e rn:.:.~ c!tnot:l tz:.ia 

cu::itr'-tOt t.r.i. to tjuoh <'itmi. J..1ft1:n: m1oh eP...r.cvllatfoz~ tlHJ :mnpnn.7 il.'>lall 

htl.Vc no l.''u. .. ~bor riehts in l"Q~i to the tt$e <tf the ~'li~t dn~ a.n<! !ta 

a.lJl'.ttlrtOWlllCGS t tl::\e Op·El?"Ation and OOJ\trol OJ' whiOh .sbnll 1.~di,~t:oly 

pase ta tbO Un.1tchl. 3t:.i.t£Hh 
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12. ~r"-e Un1h .. -d Jtat~"" b.erftby leasos ... o ti-w aom~l.ey to?> a. 

(.l\1rioo of lO yeora mm tlle dat~ 01; this i.:ont:r~t ut im ~ .runtnl 

ot' ,,,1,000 ~,.. yeu tho L0no 'a.nal ot tho 11lwt.ath erojeot togethor 

with its appur'~<J:i:ln.noo.s. an oo !.e.r a.a mo.y 'be au.cb.01 .. izud ~ the 

luo ot the :-)til.t& of vroson the :ri{;ht to tho use o:f OU> cnbio feet 

of water per coon~ therein. in addition to the 205 ~eaonQ,..foot whioli 

the Co~t'~ no1t1 olt:.imo tl.S auoceoeor ·110 thO .. ooN .aroa. 1'.1.t'ltl is uui.nin 

r,_.ovidod• ~h:>.t su@ tlddl:r.ionu.l r.icnt to t.he use o:r t>lti scconu-t' et 

nl1all oo sui:lonH'.?:U\to to eht1 ueLtor r1/Yli$ dQt:m(k ueoouau.:ey ior t..ll 

:Els.math ToJcet a.rs determlnoo b7 the V1reoto.r ot tho necl~t1on 

Service. 'l1he atoren.;id J'entaJ. &ll.".t!J.l be peya.ble e.nnually in e.dva.uce. 

tllo .tirat Q 'fi.nio l p~nta bell ·t>'11.Au.o at the ®te of thO tsitnl~ 

ox this oont:ra.ot, nnu aaid leaae 11~\ll bo aubJect to the conditions 

bortd.n4-ftor -uta:tod. ~ho ... ocretaq 01:- tho lnte:rior ob.all tAve tlu> 

right in his C.illorction to rGtlE<W th1a letl44) ot th<l Ee.no Cru,w.l a.tter 

the exp1Mll.t1on o.t said ten .. year period !'or A tw:t.her per ud o:t ten 

:1oe.1~ * on the ca.rr.o t emJI. 

~. .L'he Oom~)tl?l,1 tr.ay :ruse tile m: 1d e~mal ior pO'>~cr 1)urp0»ott 

aubJeoi tQ t.1. o obli0a~lon iurtlto!o:re twnume<l lr.t the tm.ito<l Bt.ato 

111 aonnnet ion wit.u tllo h~live;r--; of i.'05 aeaona.-tcot of w:.i.to.r ¥hroug'h 

B<ilid aar..al. and :i..t.·it\11 ~int:U1l: it at oll ti.roes in t,;01.1d eon iU.on 

oo.t b!'ectoJey to the »eare;;ar; o.:: t.he lnto:r1o1". 

14. ':rl'1e t.o~~ ::hall 1:12' pi,li"rnitt~d tv mke such im;>rov<'lmenta 

in tb4 ltf.tno \j~al e.t J.t1:1 ~ e:1tp~u0: n ma;r be ti.J>p~ovod br tho .:eoi·otar; 
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of the lnt~l"ior, fli?l<l nll l ~.s anti u~,~o; fimitti<w1~ fo.r ttnoh ""Ork allall 

be mibJ~ot to t;n~ e p:rcval o:f tho !1h"Cot'Jr ~:f th"! Rc:~l~:t~t"fori .. len1oe, 

MJd th.~ 'l(!tork" !XiiN~irr-mtHl ·s.h~ll b"" untlt"r hh .su:"'r.v1n1on.. .ny i'\lrthor 

1mnroV('1l:'J6'1'l.lrn i:!t;:;do h:; th"l' Ocnrr1a1zy' s to w" ioh th~ ;)~oro~ar.-1 o:r tns 

IntH;i't"ior exp:resl!l.S,,. f1eeh+1'03 t:hat tl10 J~aolm~tatfo» c;~rvictt sh~l.l bNU' 

on<~·hnl:f tho :r<1t'.lHJli:l.ble caa'lt • ah~ll P.!l ~ i::rr""dit ou. e-oeour1t cu" th(? 

re~ntsl eh!Xt"~'1Y ~h1 tmd :'a:vsblo here'2?Jd.e>r tv1 to the llrnlt ot f'UCh 

ohn.rti"Os, :id ru:..y a<t~Ut!onal ai:r.ciunt o't m.tr:!h one-hnl:r 3ha.r~ g'tiaU be 

"'nid to nie '"t>!'.1l~Y l•!f th~ !tealal>"ation ~?'Vice. At th(l t•~r~.,.it!.1:tion 

01· th0 i:u':.itJ 10-yttnr ltlr1.se l)nrfod ~11 r:tght~ :sttO"Urcd htn·m:md~r- for 

tlv uoo r:i'f said 01:\r'Al tllld of 616 cuhio f'ilffit tlf w4:.ter ~e:r oooond nm 

fill appurtel'>A-not'!le t<n;~th,~1" 1.ith ~ll iID?l"O'tEW~Ut$ rJniit> 'by tho Gomr)au:r 

ss n. !'eault of this l~&.oe sh,.,,ll reve'!:'t tfl tm Hnitr.><l dte.~es ru:il tlll) 

0~1~,. ehnll l:'!Ot: 'tit> t.i~thoriiu>'l co ~r.:t~~ih ~w :l'l1rthe:r eontrol tl1oreof. 

notllinf" in this oont:r~.at :lh..~ll ab:t'*:td:P''O 1>r bo constl'U~t1 to abritlf;o• or 

ntf'eC!t in any ':'f"'<r th(~ l:'ill'f t8 T•M.i:th tJ1~ Co!'lne:ny rtO\'f .n11:S in sa:to on:nal 

fl;t'l.d. , .. n Bnd ta tl'e ~terc1 flowtnC" there1n c..nd in Link ~iver. 

15. "i'hr.r OO'.'.!'!!muy ~SS'U!!'lt'H' ~nj'.' fAnd. ~u H. 'b!lity f'or ®r11Hf'6 

to 1-'Z'O!:l rty or Y-ightll ot ~v p~rsol'.l'.1 o:r eor!'oration iluo to the 

~ion t:ruat ion,, o iJ&MLt ion OY ,j,~i'ntona'!'lM of tho t!~id K<"ttO n.a.r1'-'\l 

'~hilc imc~er len.ae to tl'>..c i!o~ti.:J' e.r to R..ffjf work wn.ieh it m1 Ct;:Ui>c 

to be @no tber,aon and hEHi'eby tmiiert.ai-:es to hold the Un.1tc:d atntes 

Wl"l:!ll~O& from S?'.:'.{ ewi all U.~hillty for !lo.~~ due to ita <.ICOttpatiOU 

n:nd uo~ ot the sate. c~~l or to inw work 1'.:hieh it itltt.J! <Olrln!ro t<> 'b& 

done the:roon. 



16. ""ll paymente herei."l prov,tdeti. tor ah.all be rns.do to 

auoh offioor oi th~ Raol~::.t1on ~ervicrJ o.o ~Y 'tie do~i~ted by 

the D1rcotor fiufl in case 01· t'all~ to ~c a'tf:J pa;:,-rn{).l:'lt wnon due 

Z.lie Coor..ur~ will :.,>t:J.;/ intereat tllol·eon at t .. i~ rc.te o-£ lO ,per cent 

tH:::.1.• t'l.ti .. 'Ulm U.it to the o.to of p~!F..:Ollt. 

l'l. Tr..e failure or tlle Compru~ to oomply wUl1 :;;rr;; o;' too 

prov1sions of t11iu conti·B.Qt as to too 10 ... }"1?3.t loQ!W of l~e.no c~ 

in thei::r tru.e i .. tent c..;o;d r:a··· inc, :>?'AU r<7nd~r \iho la~&o of t~ 

Keno C~al as i.ercin p:ro·1idod GubJeet t.o ~cellQ.tiou by tb.e Uco~o­

tttl"'/ or tho It~terlor upon <SO cl~' \Witten noticn to th.c vom~, 

stn.Uns the cau.30 ror Gu.on propt.HJeO. on:!oollatiou ~ ill e~e ot 

J;'t~Uw:·<l o.r r.cfU.aal ot the nomp;;:.uy l;o oom.....-.~ w1th th!) ,pt·ovtoions &! 

this contra.at within th poriou aU;.rded by tll-0 LJe<Jrotary oz tho 

Interior, he tntl,y cane.el thia contract au t.o ~aid C'...Unti-1,, ./1.fto.?' &aoh 

ca..'lcella.t lon tho Oom,pany oh.all mwe 110 ftrrther r ig.b.t& in roa;ard to 

the ll.'1~ of tha l\ena Ounnl ~ here1n pJ,'OVide-d, tut ;;uoh ezmcello.tio.n 

Bhall 1n no wice curtail or at:reat the rigbto wl':duh the Com~ DOTI 

has in ua ... a. oa.110.l. rulli tn itu wMoro and in tho '•~~tcrs a .. l.i.nk R1ver. 

ia. Tlle provieio:o.s of thi& r;nd the .followin5 ~ragtnph 

1·0£cr to tho work 011 "botl1 tho ®I::! Md tb<J ct~l. In tU.l oon-

struation 1:orll.'. eigh.t hours 4.lhnll ocru:rt.itu.t.e a •ayte work. lt 10 

o~pressly nti~ulo.ted er.ii at::i:ood; in a.cco:r~.ruice w1 h the 1}ruv1uions 

ot tho Act of Juni,:> 19,, l9l2 { 51 ..;tat., lJ.57) :11 that no l ~t::iro1~ or 

... 9. 
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l. mhi contr ct, m d Jun 23, 1930, in ur u nc 

o the ct ot Jw1 17, l\#02 {32 St t., 5 1, and nots 

n a.tory th re r or suppler; ent ry thereto, b t. een th 

Un.t d Ste ~ ot erio , erein styl d tho Unit d St te, 

r p * ntated b~ he ontr ct1 g of icer xecutin thi 

C litor-

nia oorporat1on. h rein :fter tyl d  h C np · y. 

IT 

. ~s, the Company h  s constructed and is operating 

the link River Dam, la eth Projact, and to better treotu•te 

n re ul te the rele e or water in th Klim th River t K no 
Bee e, the Comnany proposes to construct additional re ,ul tory 

ork con 1st1ng of a n dle t p d m at ~eno nd for his 

pu:r )0 e d ir a rigllt ur w y over c rtoin l  n a purchas by 

the United s t in oo otion 1th the on tr otio or the 

project, nd nown locally a th oCo iok Sit , and 

3. 4 L• tle construction and op~r tion of the addi-

tional works, .under the condit1 ns ud tipulations h rein s t 

forth, 1 ~l not be pre ju ici to the interest of the ni ted 

States. 

• OR~, in co 1derat1on or th pr mi e nd 

the fo.1 thful p rtorm noe by the Comp ny or the oovenan ta on 



1 te part to be kept an perf'onn.ed, he Uni tad States doe hereby 

grant to the Company, solely upon nd subject to t e conditions 

herein fter et forth, ri :ht or y over and aoross the follo ~ 

ing described land with the right to use, abut upon, and out 

through snid land, ror a period or titty (50) years from the 

date or thi contract ano. at a rental charg or one thousand 

dollar ( 1,000) to be paid 1n t"Ull by tho Company upon ex oution 

ot tho contract: 

ll that portion ot Section Thirty-six (36) 
Township Thirty--nine (39) t;outh, Hange Seven 
(?) East, \ illamette eridian, an that por-
tion of eotion Thirty-one (31), Township 
Thirty-nine (3g) South, Range ight (8) East, 
Willomett oor1d1 n, described &S .tollo .s: 

Beginning et po-nt on the easterly line ot 
said section Thirty-six (36) trom whiob the 
Southee.et cor11er of aid Section 'l'birty-six 
(36) bears south 1796.4 teet; thence North 
alon~ the easterly line of said Seotion Th1rty-
six \36), 57 roet; thence orth 46• a3• East • 0 
i~30 feet to the center line ot KltW...r· th Hiver; 
thence orth 43° 47' West nlong the cent r 
line or !"le.ma th River 625 feet; thence cioutlt 
46° 131 'lest 320 feet to the westerly shore 
line or Klwnuth rUver; thence clong the $aid 
westerly shore line South 430 4'1' ltast 465 
fe t; tbenoe south 460 15' est 558 reet; 
thence south 47° 30' East 117.8 roet; thence 
South 52° 30' East 22.9 reet; thence forth 
46° 13' ast 393.3·teet to the place of be-
ginning. 

The above described traot ot land cont~ins an 
area of 6.2 ao:rcs more or less as shown 
epproximately on Plat No. 5081-A attached to 
Eltld mnde a part or th1 s oontract. 

~. The plans an(l apeoi~io t!ons tor the add t1onal 

works shall be submitted to the chief' Engineer ot the Bureau 

ot Reclamation and be approved by him before rk 1 s c ommeno ed 
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and all ork done ball b~ in ecord nee with sueh <pprov d 

l. s and sp~eitieution • 

S~ Th~ right of way h~rein granted is expres~ly sub-

Ject to tho con1ition : (first) tbct th atAr 1 the riv r 

at eno Beefs will not be lower~d below the nor a.l height, 

, hich fc tho :purp~se o.,. this contr et ia fixed at elevation 

4085.0; ( eeond) th~t the Company shall be liable and 111 m ke 

re1mbur1.:H~m011t f(")r any d •mages e::.used by-reason of a.ter levels, 

in E:la.ma.th Riv ~r a.nd. the Lost River Diversion Channe.1. higher 

th n would have obtained had no stTUctur been b•1il t: (third) 

the. t the lJn:t ted States or 1 ts successors in control of the. 

opera. tion of the Lost River Di v~rs1on Channel mr..t.7. a. t a.117 time. 

through its or their authorized representa • upon one 

ay•s notice to tba Company. assume control of the opera-

tion ot .h9 regulatory works to b~ eonstriiet ad bf the Company 

at K~no a ets and oper te such work~ in .nn~r that 111 r  -

move any inter erenc with the functions of the Lost Riv·r Di-

v rsion Channel hen. in tb.e opinion of su.eh repr~senta.tive.s , 

th operation of suoh orks as conducted by th·;; Company r~duces 

thP. ca.pa.city of said diversion channel below that desired to 

be used: and (fourth) that suitable prov1s1on shall be made by 

th"' Company whieh, in the opinion o:f' the Chie:f' ~·ngineer of the 

Bureau ot Reeh ma.t1on. ill p rmi t the necessary di Tarsi on of 
wat~r tor pow r purposes at the so-called McCormick site. 'Mle 
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deois1on of the eocretary of the Interior as to whether any 

of the oondi tions of this pnragra. h ere being complied w1 th 

by ~he Company or ns to the authority ot the repr sentntive 

ot. the United States or its successor& in control or the 
operation or the Lost River Diversion Channel aoting as above 
provided. ah ll be tinal and oonolus1ve. 

7. he Company agrees that it Will be responsible tor 

ny and nll injury or dum.ege to any person or property ino1• 

d 11t to or in ooneequenoe of the construction end maintane.noe 

ot the additional orks• or for any damage, d1reot o~ 1nd1reot 

r ault1ng trom the uso or sa1d lands. 

e.. .i.'he rights nnd privileges herein granted ay be 

forfet ted ~. nd annulled on written not toe by the Secretary of 

tho Interior for violation or breach ot any of the terms and 

oonditiona herein named. 

9. Th, provisions of this oontruot ah ll apply to end 

bind the suooessor~ and assigns of the parties hereto. 

10. It is further stipulated and agreed that in the 

per:f'ome.nce of this oontraet no parsons sbull be employed 

who are undergoing sentet.i.oea of 1mprisonmen·t at hard labor 

h1oh nave been imposed by courts of the ee'Y'e:ral stetespr 

terri tqries or rounioipali ties hnvitg criminal .jurisdiotion. 

ll. No menber of or neleg~te to Congress or Resident 

Commissioner shall be ad.mi tte<\ to any share or part or this 



oon r ot or to ny b it to ri h r :f'rom. othin , ho ev r, 

h rein ontain eh 11 b oonntrued to xtend to ny inoorpora d 

oompany, it th con tr ot b for th g ner l be fit of such oor-

per ti on or oo p ny. 

IN TIB""Q Oi th rtie hav hr nto aubsor1b d 

h 1r n .  e s or th d te fir t abov r1 t  t n, 

S'r T ": OF EHIC 

T CAL ORNIA 0 EGON PO' LR crn.P NY 

TT T: 
1dent 

• o. Ad1r.s : 

Medford, Oregon 

t) 
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ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE COMMISSIONER 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

Mr. William L. Finley, 
Route 10, 

Portland, Oregon. 

Dear Mr. Finley: 

WASHINGTON 

)• 1 I 

Reference is made to your letter of July 2 requesting a 
reply to your inquiry regarding the reflooding of Lower Klamath 
Lake. 

The Executive Order issued by President Theodore Roosevelt 
1 was amended by order of May 14, 1915 signed by President Woodrow 
! 
Wilson. This later order includes all of the lands of the Klamath 

I (1 I 

Drainage District of which only about 7000 acres are government 
lands. The lands of the Klamath Drainage District, all of which 
lie within the State of Oregon, are held by 50 individual owners. 
These lands were all originally purchased from the State of Oregon 
under the Swamp Land Act. Approximately 2000 acres have been taken 
in by the district for truces and re-sold under contract to in-

/ dividuals. The district includes no lands in California. In order 
to re-establish Lower Klamath Lake, lands within the district would 
have to be purchased from individual owners. The same holds good 
for private lands lying within the lake bed in California. 

The waters of Klamath River at Ady may be diverted by the Recla-
mation Bureau for irrigation, but on account of the contract of 
February 24, 1917 between the United States and the California Oregon 

I Power Company, it is seriously questioned whether the Government has 
the right to divert for other purposes without agreement by the company. 
This appears to be a legal question that would undoubtedly have to be 
settled in court unless a compromise were reached between the in-
terested parties. Storage on the Upper Klamath Lake is controlled 
by the California Oregon Power Company within certain maximum and 
minimum elevations set forth in contract of February 24, 1917, with 
certain limitations as to draw-down prescribed annually by the Bureau 
of Reclamation, based on irrigation requirements. Storage water is • 
usually drawn off by the company during the winter months in anticipa-
tion of accretions during the spring run-off. The annual supply of 



water in Upper Klamath Lake, even in the dryest years, has been 
greater than the irrig8tion requirement but the disposal of these 
waters other than for the purposes set forth in the contract 
mentioned above would doubtless be contested by the Calif'ornia 
Oregon Power CompBny. 

Very 

t=lyy;n.o.£~ 
Acting Commissioner. 



OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

WASHINGTON 

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE COMMISSIONER 

AUG .... u \934 

Mr. William 1. Finley, 
Route 10, 

Portland, Oregon. 

My dear Mr. Finley: 

This will aclmowledge receipt of your letter of July 

50 in regard to the Klamath Drainage District. Copy of 

your letter is being ref erred to the Superintendent of 

the Klamath project, who will be able to answer the 

specific questions raised by you. When reply is received 

from the Superintendent you will be advised. 

Ve-ry truly yours, 



August 25. 1934 

Hi. H. H. ~01oaste1 

. Box 50 
id.e11ill, Qmegon 

De~n ;•io!ceste1: 

Received youJ Wile in le~aid to p?opoeltion Of crxaz-
inc· '.i.'ule Lci.ke Hefue;e l;.:~te1 L the \\.i.nte! time. I 
unde? eta.nd that i.i1 the past it has bo~n aonsicle1ed 
neoessa1y to ret I id o:r the dead tulns oach wini;ex 
in some way, 'eithex bJ g1azing 01 bu1ning, to p1e-
vent the g1adua.l fillinr, ur> of -trhe stUllh If condi-
tions iemain much t.n.e ::iaroe as :i.n 1~nst yean:, I ,judge 
that ~;ou Will ha.VA to eet till o'f 11hP. tules in the 
easiest wa:v• 

l think it advisable to wo1k tmva1d onhuc;ins the a.Iea. 
in the Tu le J.ia.ke Refuge. If :ve. get mo1 o land, ! t 
will oe a quoet5. on of' whethM:t it ls best t;o flood mote 
of an. a1oi:i. ox keep the sunp abont as it is. 

Si.lee this· 1.1atte:i: of 0:razlng i6 r;oi1.1fs to Qf.t oa11ied 
ttp dizeot to .3ec1·~t~IY Iokes. W1') wantb'to get a d:efi ... 
ni te un<ie1 standiue and I fAel thu.t l t: mR~' be h6et to 
work towa:ni tha elimination of all ,~1eViint~ if 11ossi-
bln oi1 \?ild fowl 10se1vat.ions. I SJH~nt w1 ai'te1noon 
zeuu.atly with .-LnatoI !\c.'ia::r:y. and he sa.JB thu.t tho whole 
thing will d.f~)em .. n;)on IckE'H~. DttrJing hRS bfrn:ret,a.1y 
\~allooe inte-1ested, ~ml: they ate f;Olng to f.i.e;ht to eet 
all they cun. 

Am glau to get the in±'o:r;m(.:ti on about lh1.gat-0 tun.ting his 
oattla ln orJ. the sum1l a:i:en.. I ar:1 hlHo tal int)' triis up 
dirc:.tc~ w.lth Da1lin0 to bn stue we 11nt irnbediate notion. 
A t.hiu.g of this kiml ha!;;) to sto1J, and the soone1 the 
Biological Su1vey th1ows a01.>10 of 1.hese t1eBpasAeI a into 
oou1t, the bette1. Da?linr-tellA D1f' i,hat. Gt-<tiielaon 
will have moze authox1ty than in the past, and I think 
v;e shall be able to t'!et quicke1 uotion on !1lb.tte:rs that 
come 12.Jh .Please keep me in:foimed as ! ~ant to see that 
thw1e is no delay. 

Sinae1~ly yon1s, 

.. 



:i.1~es-;:)f' ss 
?u.le L.::·c 
Re:f>:";e 

1\t1e :rJ'·-~-e '.';.t1c .. Life ·Rci"uge. 
:Sox ..50 ·:,~eri·ill , G:re. 

:J.;;:. 21, 1~·3 .1 

12. 1~ . :bUgr: ·Ge; 
TulelrJw. Cal. 

:r:...:s is to advise you thi,·Lt at t.ic prcDe11t ti::la 
·t;l~ere is grs.zi11._g on the ~ulc: L11>e \Iild Li±·e Refu.t;e some · · 
30 hec.d 0£ eF,:ttle ·which were placed on thiri Refuge 1r-~-ou . 

:By neans of' this letter a:'1d. 'behalf of' t .o Dcpart-
me:..1t cf i"-b:t:im ... ltlll'e, :Oureau 0£ :Biological Su..i.-v~y , I ·,~~a. ~ .. c -
questing the itlllediate removal or this stoc~ uhich is g.i'az-
ing i11cg~lly thereon. 

For your ini'or-";ls. ti on nd guidf.:1cc ! ni~h to call 
to you.r , ttcmtion Section 14 5 oz the U . S . Code, '.ti t).e I 8 
also Section 71 51 U. s. Code Su:p:pleme11t 4,. Title 1 6 , which 
are founrl un :Page 14 of i;he e:-:1clo.scri J:?t.? .• r::1_hlet, y;l~ich covers 
the rec"U.lc.tions issuiled b~y· the U. s . Ilepa:rtment o:f 1 .. grieu.l.tu.rc, 
Lurenu bf' J)iologicP,l Su_"Mfey. As ~rcu. Jrn.ovr tllis :.,ef\t&e ::ires 
h.s.s been set aside by 'P::.."esidcmtial orders s.s a resting. :feed-
.;_ng antl nesting n.ren. for rrie;ratory l'irds cmd the cover on 
····15.s Rel'uge mu.st be :protected.. 

Should I again·find any 0£ your stock within the 
bo:mde,ry of this ~ei'-:.1ce , there YI ill he o:o.ly one cou.rso for 
me -to 1-ollow and t1 .. a t VJ ill be to trcSJ}as.s you in Fce.crr.l 
Cm1rt. 

c e 
Bm"'ec.;t of J3Jo .Survey 
:~ • BQ E . HayC .. en 

lJ. 

Very t1'Uly yours, 

n .. ?-~~ · ~Jo1~ceeter·, 

Game :.ie.nat;oment ~lgcnt . 



STANDARD FORM No. 14A 
APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT 

MARCH 10, 19Z6 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS-GOVERNMENT RATES 

:Suraru. of IP.olo ~~icr 1 Sn:t." ITO~ , 

.. ;~hi-1gtm1 , :D. C. 

co?'l 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULlURE 

CHG. APPROPRIATION __________ _______________ _ 



CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED 

DOMESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM FULL RATE 

DAY LETTER DEFERRED 

NIGHT NIGHT 
MESSAGE LETTER 

NIGHT SHIP 
LETTER RADIOGRAM 

Patrone sboald check class of service 
desired; otherwi!!le message will be 

transmitted as a full-rate 
communication. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE 
PR&lllDK.NT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 
CHAIR.MAN OP' THE BOARD 

J.C. WlLLEVER 
FIRST VIC&-,.Rl!SIDllNT 

1207-A 

CHECK 

TIME FILEQ 

310P 

Send thefolloDllng meuage, atibj"t to the tenn1 on ba.:4: hen4/, which are hereby agreed to 

~~*Au~a~u*sHr~2ol-'J--'11~9~34&-~~~~1q___ 

T 

Sauler' s address 

/or refer°'" 

L  l Io 

.£ "!£ I' T" S DC v 1\ l 

T \1 
' . .. o s tff' 

~ L.. 'P' Ft"E 

WESTERN UNION GIFT ORDERS ARE APPROPRIATE GIFTS 
FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

r v 

Sender's telephone 
number 



rl ~J 0 · (} (;roni ~:;~ f~ i O tlf3 I 
··:ui e ·:...u of r? 1rnl~:..na tl on 
\\ash.i.~.1.:rt ~.1 , ·;,. c. 

::~ nft; x:i: ine to t:i l<> .... 'tel f:xon ~rom: o:f'fice Jul;r 9, 
19:51, sit;:lecl by ··:1. t'l.f. \ . ;;jchnu:i:l. I s honl d n.:nneciate ' 
~,; ot1.:: :?'J.l t~~e l 1 .t1.±'"0 1r~, ~ -+:i (~:--:;... 

I h~O. b1oueh·t. n~• t h e l]U("f3i·io n an t o wh0 th01 t~" o :J.i.111Jod 
c•+utr•"' b••11 +' • Ii "h4- .;.-,) ""r• +h,.,, , .. ,.1. "!" ,,..r• -1~ . ...,-l.,. l1 1 · 1m ·~t'l... 
~.; ,, ~,. "'-'"-' k~~ ... l -: t~ I'."; ,t: .... v_ .,,_ ' '-~; ~ ·r; r11 ,,_t, .... ;.. .; ..... _4 .t-' .... ~- ;.,u.._,-A< -.U. 

L:Jl.e ·(Jo ::loott f Ot.r::u:.3. J.ar .. rt::;; 'tn c.; :-. :·l~•o::: Yo -.-;a+,,::: fm.,.-i. I 
t~:(\ C i t f !Or1 : ()'.Lt 11y.~"': n 1 t;}wi· i f ·th0 1Tn:i t er'I . ._d: ~tes owned 
the) i1ecl o:'! i..OVVG! .F lan::J.th :r.. ~).'.;c .:. t e·::nl"' ::10":: :'. (~ -±"loocl tl11 s 
[~J · ~ ... t .it;lii:: t.'')1':; i.~~~tc :: ~3 C:.f ~r-~:iQ ! :;~.l.),~~;A .. ~-' in : .. ~-]\ () , w

11.i'tl10ll"t 
t lt) ~l(}~ tr:.i uf~lo _·1 of "'-ht: Gt .. li fo! .:r1i~1 - (! I P.'~ ci ;. .re,~~- ~I :-:ompS.ilJ • 

. ~1 l OD e.-T·):tI l t1t-+: ~!, t+ ~}:"' ... 'Oil Li ..L .. "1 ... 1 .. ~ :_ r-. C}.L1 <:1C(3()i.t.L1+ Of a 
c1:1t:rF : t u~r.~ ~'-~1nn•.1'. :-'/~ . l ~H '7 , i11: t ':'Ll "ho ,.!ni~ei 3tate;;; 
.. : 4·Jd ~:113 {~J.1 ll0· 1:":~.i-~~-!~~~{),tl ~-0\'\0 ! t:{)!!p~~: .. " 

".;ot'1l11?· i:a 1hi:=:: 1-~ r 0 'nerr+. ,·,h·;J.:L ~: u .rt·:L1. o:r be 
L1 d •• ·~: '.,l-:.) c1:rnt;iu0u _, ~ (;:n+ .i.:.lnr5 ·;· p!""::a: .. ~~ zir;hts 
c .f' .«~ :1 J ~, 11..L .-:: e J At D. tn ;3 ~ c t.r:11 ·-, -~"" n ! fj u :~ lT t'1 ' " : ! : .. l '-L-12 t}_1 J.Jo.17 e 
L~d. itc t:tl l-J~l .!~i:i1J_,·1r-_, \~! t.;·Ls "'! .. c:.ll.'·f !l<lt ,tn~ a .. ,. •tl.J:1, 1:h e 
lt..!"X 3 i n u ~~ t:t fl l · 1 1;~0 (j n 

·~·t;.a.+ );l.It (Le 1;t'1.S nJn; t ·:J.C: t ,10 ;/l)ll iJ·it1\ c·tn b2 oonst1ued. 
~' ~-- ~~~: ,.,·\:-~r:.z it ~ 11 ~ " : ·.~l :~01 ·1J1H 'T~L!+i r:t (~"*:~" ":0~ +:o ,,1:-1c ·some 
01~ t;1i::, -~~ Lt. t c~ :r f1J: ""-.. ~ -~f1 '.: u r}<;::: :i.:"·'?J~t.:.qn ~~: l·,i lu. ~ O \··,l '? 

I note t:hat the :sto1a70 on o_,p<'1I :R l ~1L1 [1+; );. !.d o i ::,, con-tzelled 
Dy t.Jie Cti11 fo 1,1i~"t.-lJ:t t~f!: <;:i1 :.i r1~ .. c ~ ~~:~1 ti· ·1,·j __ 4h l...: ,:! 0! i:!·~ J. n 

u,ax l mrn.1 arn.~ Eiln.imum Alevatloas. ~o 1;1-.0:; ~d.;,; ) nont:r: ol 
how tl:is vv:i.tel: Hl':l.:/ 1Je Uf;··'d? 



ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE COMMISSIONER 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

Mr. William L. Finley, 
Route 10, 

Portland, Ore. 

My dear Mr . Finleyt 

WASHINGTON 

SEP ' ) .... 
,..., ' 

Reference is ma.de to your letter of Septe~~er 5, in regard 

t o pasturing sheep in close proximity to the wild bird reserva-

tions in the vicinity of the Klamath project. 

I am requesting our field office to report on this matter 

and as soon as report is received,  I will advise you in regard to 

the matter. 

Very truly yours, 

~~~· 
Connnissioner. 



• 

Dea1 .01oesta1; 

I rn.vo j11s' 1··~ceive(\. Urn oor:r of youx 
latte? of fl•'l t11111-Jo:a: ~'~. ·vi. icl. you sent to Washln3ton. 
l am luu to ~ot this na it gives a oon~lete statement 
o:f the case . 

The difficulty is. Oxouch OAS r,ot,. unlf,)'.etsnd t,ho ait-
uatio.1. ::. <1on1 'f, t11in'!i h1.~ :r.,, ::; lH1H!l OH t·r: ·: rr:c ()1Wt'°I. as L e 
told me 'tho.:1 ·~ -1R : .. 1 'usr·~.i-~:~+0:1 t:l::-1 ~ ,, ,f i.d)t f .ru1J-

ilia1 it'·"~·· s:U.;i•;'.it,n i11 :rnrn tr,:rrJ. .. ,,.,l.:· 

l ' .. ..rn &f!r.lo tt-.i:-:! ·«l'"~t~! ·.~J)_ not '!'· c· ·, 11· :i:J l:·r. B.nd I 
feel t.r.r.:>, 11 .' i~ ~ r'd s+aJ:o ·-:»n t.hn ~)l,, 1rc.:· o rJt...1ction in 
an~· -vay t1 A f.'.Ihz.i.ne 01 stocl~ on Ah ... 1•·Via.r. ratio .~j. I 
have. tho1·1-r·o1'1, o:it"'-n 1 a . r)n.: l•:t .A:r. ' ...... Do~li11g tellinr; 
him l juet J.nt\H1. d ::v1_ i:::olA I~a.l':e 30fl,P-e, l~11 tellinc 
him +he conrlitio1R. I fa ..... 'TJ snro 'hr-v.i11 f-·.~~ ~ nefini"te 
st&nd oa thL ~utt0 z ~e I Jiucussetl tha~e t~ln5s with 
him. whilo i.. n1shinGton. fu".~i. ho w~1~ .itl t}-;01011gh S:flli-

~ ... atby. hv .•3V•7l'., 10 h~H:l ,1 ... .!:ot• A nu .r 0 ore' t hlnt"S to 
utten to ar . .i roust le ~vc ::~ g l nat tuu~l •)f the 1 to men 
unde1 hin1 u.c.1.lefas Bpr~c.ial u.tteution in ealle'1 • 

. hen I Iet,U:tned hor.~e l fomm a. lettoz nv,ai tin~ me f1om 
.Ja.:r ling sa~•ln:; he had not had .11 he~x i::.g he:fo1 P. .Slloxe-
ta:i:y lckes ::1,s he i'.SS nt .. lll oh~cki£1r ur on VbiiOtlS ..:actc 
L...J.ti it hvs te.: .. (~::. coneids 1 ~hle timli to en+ ·e! all t e 
SVidenoe he llOSlieS befO! e. J'llP.Sentlng i 't. f think thls 
ii-... u. p:oo.1 po. le.r, ..,nd J. 11 11ovo r.a -.·'>ill win out J.:n the 
OLU. 

Jewett is leaving to~ir.ht to att~nn tn~ heuxin~ in Kl~.­
ath Fulls tomo11ov. on the Tuylot 01a3ing BJ 11. 1. 't»ish 

I ooula be pzesent, but can'"-t. PlBtu?e keep Le in:fozmed. 
uhout +he nurnba1s of geosa ~hen the~ a11ivo. I'll tz~ 
0 got \iov;n a !i ttlo late? Od.. . • a bid BrtO\\ and plenty 
of aolu wea.the1 f1on KlamR-th Fa..11~ unt1.1 afte1 we got 
ove1 this side 0f Gove1nrr.ont, 0run1..,. '?h~ \:hole fo1'-0st was 
a mass of white looking rno1e like Ch1istmaa than Jep-
tembe1. 

~njoyet.i . the ahoxt stay at you1 house. Ean;;. than1<s to 
yon t-t.nti your wi-fe. iiope you bf)th Get u1. this u~ some 
time. · uven' t hmt timn to I un -+:.he ffiOtlon pictu10 film 
but wlll do so shoxtly and senn it on to Wa.shin~t.)n . 

Since1ely you1s, 
:. l,.f: ) l' 







lll!E'RIOlt 

Washington 

i~ b.~~ Dee. Jl. 1935. 

Secretai7 of Aericul to.re. 

Reference is to your letter of December 19 
nclos1ng three eopie exectt.ted 1:>7 7ou ot co er tin 
groe t between e '.8'11" ~ of Reel tion d e Bio-
locteal surtq tor the admin1atr tioXt of reclamation pro-
ject ch e also ird d Wildlife reserv tions d 
re:f'uges. 

!he agre 
cate. d. reques ed. 
herewith tor 7our tile • 

Sincerel7 yours. 

in tripli-
losed 

/•I JI rold L. Ickes 

Secret rT ot the Interior. 

I 
, 1 i -

I J /">- r f) & 
/1 ,. ·U · fl. 
\j" (l 

) 

I 



' \ 

dm1Jli tra:U. ot rH t1o roJeete •w~c.u 

also cOhaUtu.te bird ad other 'ld.ldlU'• reaenaU<.>ns a refuges 1>e 

llated \ha il'l re.ab of irri \ora \be -couen-ation ot nldlU'•~ 

the s cretaey' of the interior ud t e eer ta?7 of Agri.cult'11H ha•• 
upoa the tollo pr1nc.t.pl o eovem th ir reepecUve serric:es ·&dJ:ld.B 

iateriag uaid proJ-eeta. f'6 n t10l'ta, mad refnges: 

l. Biolbgi SIU"Ye7 of t D tment of 1cW.ttu'e •111 

pnpar 1 d specit1caticn for each r•fuc lo ted on Rec-

1 Uoa areag and rill 1'um1 l1 to the Bureau of Jleclamatioll such de 1led 

info . t1 co e m1n0 t ter • · may best aenre the obJec-

t1vee for wh1clt the reflJge _,, establielled. Grastng and acrtcul tural leases 

of land \hat. is in.clud.e 1D. aeci.auo.a ar on wbich Wildlife rehges have 

be ea lished. 11111 b draYA 1n so fa.1: pos ible conaietent wi'h the 

requir \a ot th9 trrtc ton to coaf ra to the require t.a tor ldlif'e 

as se~ for~ in tu •pfte1t1 tiorua furnished 07 • lr ologieal. sun ,y. tfhe 

culti.u:1U leases of said lands •111 h e:.c cuted T or b -

11 of the Secretar:r of ~e Iatertor. lJut before e1ng xecuted draft& of such 

proposed lea•ea whielt are at Taria:ne& Wltb. the wildlife use .Pl"OU Will be 

eubait to th• lli.olog1 SUl'T•.1' aDd porttm1\1' afforied for such re -

,JwstrMata b the rov1sions GI the cantr \ u be mutua.117 

but the t reaonat1on for reel tioa purposes and the cantrae 1 

r1 is of eraollS in\ere tad tberell'l shal1 • rotecte4 to the satisf tion 

ot the seereta!7 of the Inter.to.~. 



- 2 -

2. · en.cs • cl1 ren 

'l!lllq be nee IUJaJ'T to protect the nop'CllaU on rl shall closed 

th& e area.a only •o long, and to the extG\. as may-
be nquir.d to maintain 

est! oover. 

3. • ea of Recl.anBUo.n, where possible. sha.11 •aYe 

•upplJ' of water in reservoirs or for ldll.t plll'pOaes. 

• a iologie l e7 • 11'1 • cons t of the of R 

1 tion, 1 on public 18.11d~ ill depressions ad.Jae t t ese~-

voin when 11: ter leYel ~ectea 13° trr143tion ct1Tit1ee, 

mareh for ... 1 · ·11'e too ro-

· t•r t>U'Ppl of the t"effttt>il". 

5~ !be tological ~7 . t and concmct l"&foraat tion 

-.,~- ncov: rt' p tic a for the :resen tton or d.wel 
t of nee•se Tl' 

cover tor 1fildl1l • 

6. 1rri t,ioa pl'Oj•ct 1s inal.17 relo.ae or •old to a 
local 

Water Ueer11• saocte.Ucm or lrr1gat1o Diatrl.et, a d•fi
nit& eta t ll 

1sl · contract en Nd JJ. 

r r>t &.«J:'t'}IJ!:mmt. or ri.or to 11 d agJ'O t if ~ eon t hcLd CJ.) 

e.% e~ _ of \h bl.rd o~ •11dlU' resen tio r r f -

res en· ious itaehed \o • d n ,.T 

ahall be peJ'll'Jt ted to a e all •ue-lt co t ou efore final s1 a • 

7. or s e of 1rr1 \1on roJ~a to ww.cn 

of 
1"1 t of the tJn1 ted s te to 

ea U.s 
lrm ot aa14 p:roJeet. 



... ) -
8. Pi nl1 , if • to Wilcllif e 1ae 

%ClUB1T 17 b7 the tiologtcal Sal"TtQ' d said Su.rTe7 a1Jall e t e r t 

to control all troapasa t affect, direc\17 or incU.rectl.7, wtldl1f • 

sav1ng to the Btll'eau of Rec t1on d the w ter u.e:n th• light to rem.on 

bul'r win_g • 1q 1...-ees, b , or rnervatrs, under t 

supemsioa of th'9 SUnq. 

9. All was\ :we.tera from a?/¥ 1ttiption proJeet be70 d re ent or 

fu."11ft 1rr1p.tion reqa.iremenw of J'ed• l ll"ri t10D nee shall, ao far a.a 

pe tted b7 law. ~ora.e ~ the lle$ of' the 1ological Sltrl'ey for the •flt 

of mi tr>r7 waterfowl, d 1n all deTelo d co tract• for reclatla-

Uoa :roJect• subseqa.en\ to the date or Wt l:llUlO of ee t , the 

Biolr>glcal sun-e7 lbAll •• \he rieht to becOM a parq to the deY&lopment 

or the co tra.ct and u its proportion.ate 11ab111t7 for 

IUT desir-• to uae tor mlgr. tor.r waterf'owl pvpose • 

10. l an swaps er ted bJ' reclama4iion. acti•tU&a 11 b hel for 

reserYatio tor such waterfowl refll,gea a be eetablished there-:·Jl b7' Ex-

ecuttv& order, \e of ffl.Jnburs . t ot t e In1 t.1on D1etr1ct , 

ao tu as elr 1ater&sts _,be involved, • shall • agree n b7 the Ji -

loci<: 1 urvq and staeh Distrlcts. 

U . De ar t t>f Ag:ri.ClJl tu.re will depll.U:se r•cl tioa resel"'t"o1r 

suparbte?ldeats as d: t7' ~ \ d the Bureau of ec 

t10fl •111 charge the1~ a.gen.ts on tlm7 rec tion :roJeet \ 1• alao 

bird or wildlife reservation or refuge with th• i-••p0%l•ib1lit7. so tar 

COJ181ate2l\ wi tlle1r o er ties. to prot~e\ w~ldlif e and to ct><> te 

wt t.h the :BJ.ologi l SUnq in n rr 
t of th 



------------

interests of lflldlit • 

(Signed) • lJ!!:ol .I·t i es . 
Seereta.17 of the Interior 

(Signed) i:resrx , • . tllltt'.ee, 
Secretaq of A.grienlture 
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UNITED STATES 

EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

Ur. l/illiam L. Finley, 
Route 10, 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

WASHINGTON 

Portland, Oregon. 

!.'iy dear Mr. Finley: 

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE COMMISSIONER 

APR 13 1334 

I n response to your letter of April 6 , 1934,  I am pleased to 

furnish you the following info:rmation relative to the contracts 

between the United States and the Klamath Drainage District: 

The contract value of the November 30, 1917, contract is 

$104,898.15. This amount includes the sum of $11,111.12 covering 

the district' s share of the cost of carrying Van Brimmer water in 

perpetuity. The district paid this sum in four instaJments in the 

years 1918 to 1921, inclusive. This left $93,787.03 to be paid over 

a long term of years. To date the district has paid $43,892.25 on this 

obligation, leaving $49,894.78 yet to be accrued. The district has made 

no payment since 1931, but is not in arrears because it accepted the 

moratorium acts deferring construction charge payments for the years 

1931, 1932 and 1933. Under the provisions of the moratorium act, 

interest in the amount of $941.26 was added to the contract value and 

the remainder of the contract value to be :i;eid, $50,836.04, will be 

accrued in annual instalments of $3,282.54 in the years 1934 to 1944, 

inclusive, and $4 ,909.31 in the years 1945 to 1947. Another moratorium 

act has just been enacted deferring the 1934 charge to the end of the 

repayment period. The district has an advance credit of ~2 ,414 .98, 

representing money paid on the 1931 construction charge. 

Under the 50, 000 contract far a water supply, the district has 

paid ~17 , 000 . The 1931, 1932 and 1933 construction charges have been 

deferred and the district is not in arrears. Under the moratorium 

act, interest charges of ·716.88 were added to the contract value, 

and the be.lance to be paid, ·33,716.88, will be accrued in annual 

instaJments of ·2,600 in the years 1934 to 1942, inclusive, and 

~3 , 738 .96 in the years 1943, 1944 and 1945. The district has an 

advence credit of 1 ,744.26 (1931 pa~ent ) under this contraeto 

Very truly yours, 

~~ 
Commissioner. 



ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO" 

THE COMMISSIONER 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

Mr. William L. Finley, 
Route 10, 

WASHINGTON 

Portland, Oregon. 

P.ti" dear Mr. Finley: 

MAY -3 

I have received your letter of April 24 and in 

'1'.131· u '1' 

view of the various questions submitted by you on which 

there is no definite information in the files of the 

Washington office it is necessary to refer your letter 

to the Superintendent of the ICl.amath project. As soon 

as his report has been received you will be further 

advised. 

Very truly yours, 

--z~~~ 
Conunissioner. 
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An.~ust 20, 19~?4 

~,~:r.. !Uwo»d .-:oa< 
Oornml sf.lion.ex o:f RAclw .. a"tlon 
Washington. ~. c. 

I should. l:Lke to t;et some ir.fo:rmc.ti.:n1. I Of:&..!d inc the 
cost conce1ninc the Kl&math i11ie;ation d.ibtxlot. 
Wlw.t ~:l:.<Plnt 0f mor.e~ d i d thn, :~OV"'l'I.J .1r·r.t f:'X!'J~r:Ll<-tnftd 

~h~t ?~~ ~he ~c!eaee hiourht un~eI cultiv~tiou! 
What \"las the aaount asseaead tie! ac1e in this dist1iot to 
to ;!:.y :fox th0 l~u..is, ,utchen, etc? ·:het i~ -t:}e total 
amount still ow.5.:1~ ·o 1.he Oovt:.>Iitment? 

I undAlert,:;in6. the ~ulo l.!·J·e 1??oject has berni c>knled. 
on <J.S s. di"'lif;Ji".)!l 'm<le:i: "f.'.r~e Klm·:'-t .:u.ti?lc\SP ::.Ji•_:t~Itct. 
,.lhat is the to·0al ,-.;..ssesement ug~;..i1rnt this 11lst1ict 
fo:t cos'ts~ uwi ho,...,· r:uc:h oT 1.he wnount tas heen paid? 

On'l of tho m•u1 who h8ts settlo(i on the ':'ulo J_,ah) div-
islon saU. th1;1e -.,;£:.a .-m e.sseaBl!lent of .po.oo ;"eI acze 
a.gru.119t this lJ!0!1f'lt~r t<J ;)ti~' the e:ost.._ of cmutlt.i, eto. 
}!fl said th'. t f.:..iiJ. •3XccsBi "ie cost he.d been ;iluce-d a~­
u.i!!.':lt tJv; ~;l le fall e ;,10:.i0!1J1es 1,0 !elievu fhe '.El8.math 
1 I11ieutiotl iJ.ts-t;:i:.i.ct. 1.0 fol": tLo t:la:r..u.tlt Di "1.:rict 
should cn..n;:/ morn of' i'ho lo nu .. 

• 
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l UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON,  D . C. 

ADDRESS REPLY TO 

CHIEF, BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

AND REFER TO 

Mr. William L. Finley, 
Route 10, 

Portland, Oregon. 

Dear Mr. Finley: 

September 4, 1934. 

This is in reference to your letter of July 30 to 
Mr. Darling, who will not return until some time later this 
week, asking for copies of two contracts betineen the Ihreau 
of Reclamation and the California-Oregon Power Company, 
dated February 24, 1917, and June 23, 1930. 

We have rucceeded in obtaining copies of these contracts 
and they are enclosed. 

Just what bearing they may have on the problem or project 
you ~ay have in mind, it is difficult for us to determine. But 
undoubtedly you will be able to work out some satisfactory 
answer to these matters. 

Of course it is alvrays true that the United States may 
condemn property, whatever be its nature, except money, for the 
public purposes of the Government. As a matter of course, com-
pensation must be paid in any such condemnation. 

Incl. 24529 

Very sincerely yours, 

Jt:::"--7 f? 'r 
Stanley P. Young, 
In Charge, Division of 
Game Tuianagement. 

7 
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29 a:nd 
Of t-'~ 1f1 ~~] r.;,TtJ~-. .i~.: l)ci r.) j 0-'1 t 

Tule ln...i{e di vi 81,)Ll. 

of Aurus+. 
+,• "' costs 
<)f ·t i.C 

I hhvn henn v.-n./ much ~j1n::11 i. neli ,~t '::hut b~ens to f18 the 

unn2f;P. son r.;; do·1.;.;11l-::~:\.0'1. o .. ,.)i :r\I. li~n 0n -raclama+io:: 

p!Oj'J~ts i.n BOU :}lm:n 0:tel}'Ol1. uml no:rt}:.oxn Q~difo::r:ziia. 

Of ~- ::1.uco. JOU a:!'.o ~?.:.ni:.ia! v;lth -':;hn !esnlts of cl1;,~ing 

up T;o1n:x Zl-11, .. 1.t'i T,u}::o. :r::: ~ :;"Jl~o .. 1 h~1.ll ·this up 'd i,h 

you yJ~zs aco ~h~n he was Chief of the Biolo0ical snz-
V6Y~ ut thu~ ~9 nast histo1y. 

DAStl'H3ti0.1 of '<v>l.tGI ::-ovl WH!tinc; ftIOaS lfl.S ll -~0.:1 nl:oost 

as ~!l.-at at c:.oa.:r J;:J.ke. I Ioti.lize thif.i Rnd othe:r nzeas 

wexe sc:-+ i;Si<\<1 oiii_:_'L"ally us lt1C1aNd.t5. Hi '[llOJACtH. HOV'>i-

eve .! f th•J.,' \li :r :....13,) :;;e ~ a:3i<l<.7 by ... ZACH ti VO :'? O<: lt-.rna\ j_ O!l 

as v;: l'l fowl d'.BfU['."313. ~ nnci.e:rctand ~11rn. have the licht 

to 'hrn" r;.e .:rlJ t.11 of -t:hc wutc1 out o-J! Cleo! :!>:Ye, 1e-

duoi11-..:. it to a corir11:..r ;~.ti v~ly si11n.11. a1 ea·, 9..nd f ! eatly 

leasanlJJE 1 ts Y<-~luo · i':r 0"! th:J wi let fowl stand!:ioi:ut. 5-'he 

fa.1m.c.i1,..::l, 0f couif1P, (\ema.J1'1 th~ ls.s+, d:ro~1 and. would die.in 

lt d1~ t~ ~ossihle. 

The :'Oi=it th:s.~ I ct...-.::0t ~1nd0":2+aml i;-. why tho :Rcclarw.-

tioi1 3errice t>011 J oas·~G the lund a101m~l 'f;h~ bozder o f 

the lake Yi'i thi n a. fed.e:r n~. wild bi1 ,3 :re se?'~.ration t o 

s t ockmon, pe:uil "ttins ther1 to :r.un sheer th1 on~:h colonies 

of 1-1 l.i bi tds, 4;1 B.m!Jing the rw cts and killinc tJ1e ~roun~. 

The :~n.sehens h!."'vn nn..ul~r iranishod or, this 1efufie . The 

g1ass anC:. 7)l~nt life ·~uound the bo1de? v1he1e duoks utine 

geeae l18f.lted in ahuntln.nco have bN)n dest:royed. 

The Jocla.mntioJ1 So!vLrn has ca.inecl u few thorwand doJ.1nl s 

in 1entnls. hu~ ! ~eel tht~ ~his does not pay f o z the 

damn.Be to b11 d 1:.t::e. -~ na.tu:ral 1esouroe h~loneine to 

the ?U~lic hes bee~ lost. 

','lhy has the ::.~oclamation Se1vlce ad.opted the same policy 

a.t Tul e Lak:e a.net tho U??I)eI Y..laM:i.th whe i e the P ?e8ident 

• 
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of the United St~tee has eet aside ~ oomp.e.zatively soall 
a:reun ~11oolniroi:1c that bi:rr:<ls a:i:e to be :ri1otocted heze? 
"":hy do'3s the ReolamHtion Se1vJ.ce lease these a:reae to 
st•J ;l.t Mt1, .,) ~3 ·!i .<,)JL'l,t; ·i;he nH.t1nul oovt11 whioh is moot 
•HJo d ·1tL .. J. .":n 1n: · ~1:.i (I :J.;1c ruid feedine a.1 eas :tot the bit de? 

~ <.H.lr:c1·rL see vvhy one tle1)tut1i1ent o:i"" the gove1nmBnt oon-
<.:rnL ~l•"' '~ "·v11ji : t:.n ··1se13 of larnl nnd r1ato1 is so utte1ly 
thou;~htluss o:"." !esou:i:oe1:1 in c ha:u;e of anothe? deno.xtment. - . . u ~ 



ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE COMMISSIONER 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

Mr. 1lllia~ L. FinleJ, 
Rot.te 10, 

WASHINGTON 

Po1"tla11d, Oregon. 

My dear Mr. Finley: 

AUG 2H i934 

Su plementing my letter to you of August 6, you are ad-
vl3ed that a re ort has now been received from the Superintendent 
of the Klamath project, ~s follows: 

"Referring to paragraph 1 of Mr. Finley's letter, 
will state that the 'Klamath Drainage District is en-
tirely within the State of Orebon, the Oregon-C~lifornia 
boundary line being the south boundary of the drainage 
district. The district contains about 27,000 acres of 
which about 7,000 are govern.'llent lands and the remaining 
20,000 acres are privately owned. 

"The contract of June 25, 1930 me..1.tioned in pa.:ra-
graJh 3 of Mr. Finley's letter is evidently intended to 
refer to contract of June 23, 1930 between the United 
States and The Cqlifornia Oregon Power Company. This 
contract is for the lease of a portion of the Jo-called 
1HcCormicl-c SitP1 near Keno and is not connected with the 
contract of February 24, 1917 providing for the re.;J.la-
tion of Up er Klamat ake. 

11The ·mter passing through the gates at Ady ·vas 
irrigation water used by the Klamath Drainage District 
for the irrigation of lands "fithin the district boundaries.11 

Very truly yours, 

{.~~-
Commissioner. 



OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

WASHINGTON 

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE COMMISSIONER 

AUG 30 1934 

Mr. William L. Finley, 
Route 10, 

Portland, Oregon. 

My dear Mr. Finley: 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of August 20, 1934, 
requesting information concerning the Klamath irrigation project. 

The Government has expended $6,266.645.47 for construction 
of the Klamath project. Adding the cost of operation and main-
tenance during construction and other items payable with construc-
tion and deducting construction revenues, the net amount repayable 
is $6,181,487.54. The irrigable area of the project is 173,479• 

The Klamath project is made up of several divisions end the 
construction charge rates per acre vary considerably due to special 
conditions affecting the various divisions. 

The original division, the Ma.in Division, was built in the 
early days during the period of low construction costs and as this 
division requires no storage, the cost of original construction is 
low. Original construction rates run from $30 to $45 per acre. 
However, it has been found necessary to do considerable supplemental 
construction work in the way of constructing drains, which, when 
completed, will bring the average cost per acre to approximately 
$52 per acre. 

Construction of the Tule Lake division has extended over a 
long period of years and is not yet complete. Extraordinary 
features of this development are a diversion canal extending from 
Lost River to Klamath River to carry off flood waters which would 
otherwise go down Lost River end inundate Tula Lake lands, and 
dikes in the lake bed for the purpose of holding waters left in 
the lake within certain limits. Two storage reservoirs in Langell 
Valley contribute in controlling flood waters. The estimated 
completed construction cost of $88.35 per acre is considered reason~ 
able considering the quality of the irrigable land in this division. 



The major portion of the lands in the Tula Lake division 
were covered by public notice of September 29. 1922, opening the 
land to entry subject to a construction charge of $90 per acre. 
However, this public notice was suspended on January 15, 19231 
and no further filings were allowed. Public order of January 22, 
1927, recalled and vacated public notice of.September 29, 19221 
and placed the land on a water rental basis. No construction 
charges are being paid by the entrymen on this division, only 
annual water rental charges. The 1927 order provides that the 
division will be operated on a water rental basis until its 
agricultural development has advanced sufficiently to permit of 
the lands being organized as an irrigation district, at which 
time a so-called joint liability contract will be required and 
the construction charge will be announced at $88.35 per acre 
payable over a 40-year period. 

There is no truth in the allegation that an excessive cost 
has been placed against the Tula Lake division to relieve the 
Klamath Irrigation District. About 7 per cent of the lands in 
the Tule Lake division are situated in the State of Oregon and 
are included in the Klamath Irrigation District. For these 
lands, the district must pay the same construction charge rate 
as is assessed against the lands of the division lying in the 
State of California. 

There is no relation between the Klamath Drainage District 
and the Tule Lake division. The Klamath Drainage District was 
organized to reclaim marsh lands around the upper end of the 
Lower Klamath Lake which lies some distance west of Tule Lake. 

Very truly yours, 

~~~ 
Commissioner. 

-2-



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

Mr. William L. 1!'inley, 
Route 10, 

Portland, Oregon. 

l\Iy dear :Mr. Finley: 

WASHINGTON 

, 

ADDR ESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE COMMISSIONER 

I have received your letter of September 10 in regard to 

the use of the waters of Upper Klamath Lake to flood ?ederal 

lands to conserve water fowl. This Bureau, acting in pursuance 

of existing legislation, could not reflood Lower Klsmath Lake 

for the sole purpose of protecting and propagating migratory 

bird life. The reason is that the Bureau's activities on the 

Klamath project are limited to reclaiming arid land of the United 

States, and only measures that are reasonably incidental to such 

reclamation activities may be taken. 

It would certainly seem that Lower Klamath Lalce may be re-

flooded for the benefit of migratory bird life if Congress and 

the States by statute consent thereto. The California Oregon 

Power Company would probably not object to the reflooding, if 

indeed it has any standing to object on account of the contract 

of June 23, 1930, which seems very doubtful. 

Very truly yours, 

Wl. ot:~ 
Acting Commissioner 
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f ... r~ im.!.1o!tant stcri b~' P:resident Joosevelt U.u1inc t;he past 
'ear was the establishment of the Eational !le sources "? >arcl.. I"' o idoa 

was to vvo11: out a national :r:nocram :for the develcpnent and use of lan • 

water, and natu1 al :resources. 

The natural resou1ces of 1ho connt:ry, inclu1inc forests,~-

st re ar1S, and L .. Jre s, with the bi I c1, r'la.I11P1al, 9..!lU. :".:_sh life t11u t ir..habi t 

these 9.!eas, a1e \11.id. el~ srnead iro1,1 -the _1+lantic to U·o .?o.cifJ.c. '.:he 

variou~ .rno'l:>lems affectir:;.G these resources caimo"f: be v.o:r:Ved out by 

_pr· vate lnd. L v iU.nals or t~ the state. 

Ttie _Qe".)ple ln one state, fO! instance, ma~' clest:ro;:,r the for-

estea. a:reas 011 t,he hea.dwatA!S of st1eums. '.;;hiE causes a lac"'v of con-

bol of t!:e wate:r su1>2l./ with destn1ctive flood.sir, v,inter o:r s:rning, 

9 .. :nd the leek of 'Nater Ll srnnrne1 \~hen i1 is needed. Po:r the cood c: 

ts.blished 9olicy cove:riac a lon0 :::i0:rioC of +,irne is neceesar;r. '.L' e 

rr i va te co!lt:r: ol. 

It h9.s come to be c..ll':ost g, uYl.i~:~~:rsaJ ~1ollc,,' to use 1-h~ river~ 

0f thJ cou.1.1t:r,Y as L1U1Jlic se,~:er!?, spreacUne filth and c1iE~H1Ge :from one 

section to areas lowc1 C:oi~m. '.:his ca:relect:ness :res11lts in 1h~ e::ter-
.r.neventc 

mination o-r fish, foo.i :''.P.Ql,, for the p:rople. :!:t l'iR:s±:x:Eµ th'3 '.".'c.tor-

1~a;; s f:rom , u.:.r ... G used. '!:--01 rec:reational pUI)Oscs.. This is boP1 n st:;.te 

a:uci '.;.1. ::'ede:r ~l .>:r oblem. 

The dest:ructlo~ or feedine and breeding ureas ~ha:re ~lld life 

once th:rlved. affects ,n~nJ r1art::o of tre counti,,, a.rLt cti.11 onlJ he hanctlel., 

by fe1e1al contiol. 



One o:.· the most important I..>IOblems before the country today 

ls the proper use and development of on:r outdoor ::r:esou::r:ces. 

1:1 ever;,1 subject to be conside:red, there is a necessary-adjust-; ,,., 
"I /.A t;'i "'~ L1 t" y~ ( .,..,"""" • 

ment betv;een the comme::r:cial uses of land. and wate::r: ::r:esources, and the ~ ..... 

rec::r:eational value of these resources. 

In the conservation of wate::r::owl in the country, vrn have des-

t1oyed the 1estine, feeding, and nestine a1eas b~ draininc too many 

ponds, swamps, and. lakes. r ~ tJ ,.., t. i.. .f · /(.,. t t1 \ " 

ef.-•.... i:{ " ' " , l r:l--t .. ..,,\.-.£iv rt .. t• 9' JI t / ._,_,,_, ./ 
Ilueh of this was done under land p1o~otion sehemes and rcnulted 

. j. 

in producine land of 9oo::r: agri cul tu:rn.l value on which many people have 

settled. 

The J.)::r:oblein is to get these peo~le on mo:re productive land and 

hold ou:r remaining svmmp anci lake areas because the;,' have values in 

prod ucine fish, fu::r:-bear ine animals, and waterfowl. 

Tli'3 probler.is at-tendent upon storinf up water for irrie,ation 

changes thn condl tions of the fish in thP streaM.s and the wild bi:rds 

and mamrnals, but this is not detrirr,ental if the .rnorer adjustments 

are made. 

The ~ salmon runs of the Pacific Coast riveis have e:reat vul-

ue s fI om a c ommer ci al and food stand:i.)oint. Othe1 fish ir~ tl:e st I earns 

have both ::r:ec1eationul and food values. 

Jishery resources a1e often destroyed by fish beine led out 

into i1:rigation ditches to die in the fields.· rHlls, factories, and 

cities pollute ou1 1ivers, destIOJing the ox.,een in the wateI, and 

thus kill the fish. The dammine of rivers fOI powe1 pu1poees uie veiy 

dest1uctive to.the migrator~ fishes if adequate provision is not made 

for _the mature fish to eo UIJ streams to spawn, ana. for the fine;erlings 

to 1etu1n to the ocea..~. 
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Forested areas a:re valuable from the lumber standpoint, but 

pr ope! r e-fo:r A station should be c aI r ied on. Much valuable timbe:r is 

destroyed by ca:reless fires. \ 

The ra_pid development of 13ood r oadsr enabl. hunters a:nCl ang-

lers to reach the wildest parts of the forests and the most remote 

st1eams. 
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!~1. !!'. r;. SahJJli tt 
Bu1eau o:f Jeolamation 
:De!f&I tme11t of tl-ie Inte1 iox 
~ashing+.on, 1. o. 

Dea1 · 1. Schmitt: 

Octobex 13. 1934 

I ~~pealed at the meet-
ing of y01u CoEl.Pli ttee in '01tlan,d ?ihen ~·ou 

hail a heu.1lae on Reolanation ''tojeots. • 
You vdll lemtn;:.be1 that I called yo111 atten-
tioa to the 90liej of the Jealamation SAI-
vice ·in southe:rn 01eeo11 and no1 the1n Oal-
ifo1l!lis. which I coneide1 vex~ det1imental 
to 01.u wildlife 1esou1oes. 

You asked me if I would subr 1 t in;' 1epo1 t 
in ti ti.ns. so I um send inc it enalosed. 

I horie yo11 will give this .::itt.tte:t oonsidex-
ation. a.mi if it rieets with you1 8.!).Qiovo.l 
l eaoomen\, thut sol!l~ chanc;es be made. 

Since1ely you1s. 

~LF: F 

.. 

' 



OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. William L. Finley, 

Route 10, Portland, Oregon. 

My dear ~<lr . Finley:. 

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE COMMISSIONER 

I have received your letter of December 27 relative to 

the administration of wild fowl sanctuaries on the Klamath 

project. It is often difficult to correlate human needs and 

wild life re~uirements , but it is the aim of the Bureau to 

do so wherever prac t icable. A copy of your letter and of this 

letter is being sent to Mr. Hayden at Klamath Falls. 

Very truly yours, 

Commissioner. 



G. G. BROWN 

CLERK 

I STATE OF OREGON 

OFFICE OF THE STATE LAND BOARD 

Wm. L. Finley, 
Route 10, 
Portland, Oregon. 

Dear Mr. Finley: 

710 FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

SALEM 

July 12, 1935. 

IN REFERRING TO THIS COMMUNICATION 

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU MENTION 

FILE No. 

Answering your inquiry, the following amounts have 

been paid in the Malheur Lake case. 

Telephone, -- - - - - - - - - - - - - -f 15.92 
Engineers, -- -- - - 183.55 
Abstracts, - - - - - - - - - - - - 180.00 
Southern Pacific, - - - - - - - - - - - - - 150.78 
Stenographer & Court Reporting, 995.35 
Printing, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -1397.19 
Expenses, L. A. Liljeqvist, --- - - -la96.ll 
Salary, L. A. Liljeqvist, --- - - - - 8100.00 

12,4'.LS.90 

Of the $18000.00 appropriated, Balance - - - - 5,581.10 

Unpaid claims as follows: 

Fee and disbursements of Garrett W. 
McEnerney, Special Master, as 
fixed and allowed by order of 
the U.S.Supreme Court, 
Fee - - - - --- -$15,000.00 
Disbursements - - - 6,654.56 

1!1L, 654. 5 6 
One-half to be paid by State of Oregon 
By order of U.S.Supreme Court, $10, 827 .28 

Deficit, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -5,246.18 

Very truly yours, 

GGB:W 

3A~~-v~ 
'/ c~erk of State Land Board. 



I AMERICAN GAME ASSOCIATION 

MEMORANDUM 

To Mr. Finley DATE July 3, 1935 

FROM Miss Quee 

In response to your request of sometime ago I am returnin
g herewith the oopy of 

your paper presented at the 21st American Game Conference. 
Sorry to have been 

so long getting this to you but the manuscripts have jus
t been returned by the 

printer. 



of the De~a1tment of the Inte1io1 in southexn Oregon and no1thern 

Califo1nia has been ve1y dest1uctive 

,, 
al!d-lakes, the-ano es.t 1 a l.&S-tJ..ng.-, b:z.e: edi ng, and J!e:edin~~f 

h lt.<'"t -. 
<.h~e~~g:.e~~-;.;:00~.:i _ ~:i~t°e1~. This ma~' be~just fied 

on the basis of develo_r)ing mo? e imt)O! tant unes of land and wate1 

fot the nublic ben13fi t. ~ ~ 
. VNNS.C..E$S-AJ"{i D ~~t\\\.)t::."t\ON S~G.N -
On the otheI h3£10., a.cts not; essential 1:0 irrigation and 

1eclamation, that show unnecessa1y dest1uction of one public 1e-

souice in developing anothe1, cannot be justified..~ 

/-~The 1ealamation 1 1ojeots osta11lis. e. ~ffetent westetn 

st"<J:t'Efs-o-Y"ea.tecr·1ese1, oi1.s 01 latee bod.ioA 01.-wator, some combined: 
l 

1114-th-swam.P '8.Iea-s, .1ich we!e ;recognize.J. a~ adva11tae;eous sanetuaries \ u ~ t.• }h<'J~'J;. ..... I' 

t..o·r 'Nat'e; f~.f ~ -c..eJ:..tll.ift'""eases,I\ all 0r pa:rts of these aieas have 

been c1eated DJ Special Executive P1oclamutions ~~ld bi1d 1ese1-

the dest1oyi:dg o! na sf's art<I: (J['.;s.?;S, 01 hunting 01 _ _,..., 
• 

Th~ Heclamation Se1vice has p1io1it: riehts in the develop-
~ /VIA( . • f'Y' 

ment of -~=, J§i lands and wate1s in the .. n.tn:rvJ _i,nt4"0fteii district.:;.. 

The Biological Survey 0f the De partment of AGiicultu1e has seoonda1y 

1iehts in :notecting and developine thi=i wild life 1esou1cos on the 

lands and. wateis o:f this dist1ict. a--,,.~-;~ 
L.. ~ct< o F C 00 ~ P llJ A '\"IN l \('J, Cl l\I <.,!/'h,>·~~ 

Ou1 complaint is that the1e has been and at ,1esent exists • 

a lack wo1k of ~hese two fede1al de~a1tments 
' .....; 

both s pending public funds. ~he acjf',s of the Bu1 ean of Reclamation 

\ 
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have nullified. the seivices of the Bioloeical Stuve~ . 

The 1esult has b e en a ve1r rrzeat destiuotion of ~ateI fowl 

that could hnve bBen p1evP,nted. 

A numbe I of oases may oe p1esented vvhe1e the Hecl ama tion 

Sezvice is destzoy ine; hitd lif e on *fede:r.a.l wi=lLfo?.il 2ese1vati ons.~ 
l ta suc~l 

~~e ~,lruu.a.t»J •• ~la.a ~~~ ~ ,he leasin0 of theoe 
I,;~ · · -41 Ji 

fedai,~u.r:. · ''Vhere bi1ds nr:is~ n nc\ fee d to livestock owne?s 

fOI g1azintj rnl! .~)OSOS . 

Clear 1'.llrn 1ria2 bP-ei veI! as an exam_rle. It lien in I'i:odoc 

County , n oi thei n C::ilifo1nia , an<l vvas c:rea.tect. a bizd sanctua1 ~1 b y 

Executive 01de1, Ap1il 11 , 1911. 0 1ieinally it was a b ody of watez 

about e i£3ht b y t13n miles. All a r ound the boHleI o'! the late was 

natura l p lant life whe!e d i ffe1ent S!_)ecie s of dn_cks and. many Canada 

geese we1a ni.rntine;. The f:laeeb1ush azeg,s around. th~ boHleI we1e the 

bI eeding ~lac e s of maJl,J saee hens. 11.'he value of this s anct ua i y lay 

i n the numbe ! and va.Iiety of b iid life, anc1 its dist1:1nce :':1om any ---settled azea.. , ~~ // -Z) 
. G1RAZI"' ~ DcSS"il~O~ \31f~°-S ~~ 

The wate1 s of the la);·e hav e no'Qli: been l')rAie!ed totne"Timit, 

leavine a lazc;e pa.It of the old laY.e be~l uncovezed. Of these un-

covezed lands, the !.iecl::.unatio:n Sezvice has siBned fouz l eases tuzning 

ovez 14,120 ac1es of '~h ·J reseiv a t lon to st.ockmen. The aveiage pz ice 

zeceived was · bout twenty-five cents pe1 acie 'eI yea1. 

~ At fi:rst the flocks of sheep not only [p:aze d off the 

natura l veg(•tation, but t1ampe(l through oolonie s of bhds, dest1oying 

the nestlines. 



,,,,,,,.-
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- Bpon oomplaJ.;n.,,~ 1 ~ •. tlJ.~. Bioloe.i.c~1+. Su1ve;,;, any leases now au-
w• 

the Bu1eau of Reclamn.tion fo1bid e;razing 'be.tween Ap1il 1 

" ~ 

While this may -p:revent t1am:pinr.,. out of fhe nestc of 

I a S, it . e St I oycs ., ti~,_ "'of• 'im ~1'. 

Wli'Ol'G' 
C onn!li ssi one I ~ ~ ~ A few months a.co I ~ to Hr. Elwl)od !~ei!.d , 

~' of Eealrunation, about this dest1uction of biid life. His 1esponse 

was a 1epo1t w1itten by B. E. Hayden, Chief Bn6inee1 in c hazee of the 

ala.lm i s that :.fo:r rnc"I T~~ r -.age st-oe1r trmi-f'!'ee c:e-e-.e.s.s to --
w.e-eds that ~1e w alonv the-wa.tet's-edge. The1e.fol::e, i 

stOcKme11 in :r.eturn for cash revenues e.n follo>"vs: P1om 

19.31 to 1934, .~9o5r: .57 weIE:i IeceiveJ. bi the Reclamation Seivice and 

we1e applied to +,"he const1uct ion c!ltu:ges, o:r coots of the dist1icts 

affected. 

MI. Eayd.en' s reJ o:r t stntes that "the Beclarnntion Bu1eau 

might well ente1tain some 1easonahle pzoposi tion f1orri the 13iological 

Su1vey wheie the Su1ve~1 would com~ cmsate the settle1s fo1 the ae1eed 
'-· ... ; , ~t;Hl:. "f_,. f-¥/..1. ~ (_, "-(• ~ 

loss of 1evenue, 1~an he Su1-v-ey-t~n h.e pe.IJ itte· to fenoe .he entiie 

{ l-a: e or any po I ti on t·-h:eI-e~ 1Jhf'r' (}{)rny. let'ry~ exclusion of' stock , 

<Hl-o~Si"on -be±nrr· 'f!tad~ -~1 stoclt lan-ete to -accomodate !a:uee cuttle 
_,,,-~ 

anti -sheep. n 

Tti-s-"'Eeclatnatlon S'S"l:V.tc·e In c0hjunction "11th f.;he Biolot)±e-al 

t~h-is 

~ti-cJn-as a ;:rrot~ctio "::o l.:> ife. 
'T<.1 s;--ANO"M·H~~,a:; 0 vt.: r~Nf•"\l-l\lf A-BS\)~ 0 1"'1 ~ -

The suegl?stion that one department; of the sove1:nment pay ''-<-&....o 
. ~~ 

aL1othe1 depa1tment of the eove1nment for the 1ights to conserve a 

natural· zesource is an. absu1dity. (It, · .owH a lcc:Y o co-01clnating 

....t ,. . 1 btl -0 -i.e;-;;;-.•7'><>r .......... ~ 

CTl'h ,_ i . Y SHOU d the Biologieal Survey pay the settlo r s on the Clea.I Lake 

P1oject foI the Riivilec e of pteseiving bi1d life on fede!al lands 
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set aside fo1 this puipose by the Piesident of t he United States? 

-The Bu1 eau of Reclamation c<Juld. [pea.tly assist in wild fowl -
piotection and :i:estoiatlon b.7 cancelling its loases and stoppinc the 

giazing of livestock on :feri.e1al biid Ieseivations. The sum of money 

Ieceived fo1 grazing 1iehts on sanctna1ies . oes not compensate i'oI 

the amount of dest1uction. Leases to stockmen s.:re not a seivice 

essential t0 i uic;at.lon 01 r~rnlama ti on. Heclamntion offi oi als in the 

Kls.math distxiot havf3 ~nomotei..t t.hP. usef3 of land encl wate1, but have 
,,..-., 

been unmindful of the p1otection and development of wiMJife 1e-

sou1ces. 

--~ 
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JOHN W. HAW 

F. E. SCHMITT 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

COMMITTEE O N FEDERAL R ECLAMATION POLICY 

Room 6413 New Post Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 
October JO, 1934 

Mr. William L. Finley, 
Route 10, 

Portland, Oregon. 

My dear Mr. Finley: 

This is to acknowledge with appreciation 
and interest yours of October 13 transmitting 
a memorandum on questions of wild.life protec-
tion on Klamath project. The statement appears 
to be clear and well ordered and we will make 
it our duty to bring the subject to Doctor 
Mead's attention. I know that he is interested 
in having Reclamation fit in with all associated 
activities and proper demands, and that he has 
every wish not to cause the activities of the 
Bureau to be harmful to the interests in which 
you are here concerned. 

Sincerely yours, 

c!~ 
F. E. Schmitt 
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R&OLiuiATIO.N IN THE KLt :ATH Dl$~'BIO!r l":!f(cfl("/ .. { f:'vf 

& .. m !TS EF.b1~CT O!l A~Jd'i FOr j, ~,C 

by 

11llinm JJ. Finley 

Du.Jing the late 90' a ma1ket hunte1s oaxiied on a pxoa ... 
petous business along the Oxegon-Oali:fo1nia. boundaty at Lowez 
Klamath and Tula Lakes. The iecoxds of the Gmne Tta.nsfex Com-
pany in San F:ranoisoo showed that one hundied. and twenty tons 
of duoke we1e ahipperl to ma1ket f1om this xe31on in one season. 
The pa.ssage of state laws in 01e{!on ant\ Califo1nia. stopped this 
t:xaffia. 

Tod~ the teoo1as snow that the Buxaau of Reolama.tion 
of the Depaxtroent of the Into1io1 have killed faz 01e watex 
fowl than all of the rnaxket htu1te1 e coqibinetl beoauee they ha'fe 
deet:r oyed tho vast bx eeo inB', f'ea ling x-e-at-in6" al'1.ms. 

i thot1t llOubt the Beolamation Se1'Vioe has g1eatly in-
oxeased the pxoduotive ag1ioultu1al land in this dist1ict. but 
it is a se11ous question as to whethe1 the cioos will evo1 pay 
the big aosts o'! dan s tllld di tohes. i.>Ome pxoJeots in the diat1 ict 
have been dest1 uoti ve ~hen we consitlei the best public uae of 
land, watex OJid othel na.tu1al xesou1ces. 

l study of . ealamation wotk a.a cat 1 iod on by the .Pxo-
jeot Supetintendent of the Klamath istxiot shows the following: 

1-!.i'hia !)e:nntment of the eovetnmf~nt has d1ie1..l u) 
swamps and lakes, 0011alJing the entixe wate1 au~ply ith the idea 
that all la.~u ami wate:r usas ate fol one pu1poae only. 

2-The Vl:ild life teaou1ces heloneing to tbe people ns 
a whole have not boon pxotactad, hut havo been dest1oyell. 

~;- The1e has boei1 an uttex la.ok of cootdinating tho 
activities of the ""ealamation Se1vioe of the Depa1tment of the 
Inte1io1 and the Biolog-1ca.l Sm:vey of tba Deoa1tment of Ar1i-
oultu1e. The :fo1m~1 has boen in dominant oont:rol. dest:roying 
1esou1aes entxuated to the inotootion of the lo.tte1. ----4-t'.'ith the ~ Ioeticre of the eove1nment bebin it, this 
Da1nutment hns played the double 1oli of land sha.xk and. land 101d. 
Somo land is aoltl outzieht to fcuoet a ~t exozbi taut ·n:r:ices. 
Othe:t a1eas a:xe lease L to :f'au.neu:s u.t low pxicaa, 01oating an 
unfai1 competition in c1op p1oduotion. 

Let ns take u:J vaiious p1ojecta in the Elamath tlistiiot 
and see how these have boen handled bs tha eola.m tior.i. soxvioe. 
Have thoy bean ma.naeed to daYelo, the full use of la.nu, wute1 and 
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othe:i natuxal xeaouJoes, 01 has it been a commeicial1zed :regime 
of selfish land engineex s? 

Un e1 the mistaken ides hat Lowex Klamath Lal'.e should 
be d1ia\l u~1 anu. made int<J aexiaultu1al land, the stnte legisla-
tu1es of' 01e3on and Oali:fo1n.ia deeded this a1ea to the fedeial 
~ove1 rwent. Appxoximatel~ ~283 , 000. was spent by the goveinae nt 
on the Lo -~ 01 Fla.math Lake l:'tojeot. Cai eful axaminatlone wexe 
made o:f tho soil in and axound the bed of the lake by the Dep-
altmen o:f Aexioultuxe. D1. c. r1• Maxbut, Soil t~x1e1t. lSilOtted 
that all ev1clelloe 1lOinte to t he conclusion that successful ae11- .., -"(' 
cul tu1 a could not be oa.1 t ieu. on within the e.1 ea of doe~ tule p~ 11-

01 l\.lthi.u tho a1ea f<:n:mcily covexed by watex. 

August a. 1908, '>:resi ent ~heoio1e .:.ooaevolt by pe-
cial Exeoutive ,xoolamation 01eeted 1 we1 Flamath Lake into a 
wild bitd 1ese1vation. ~his , of oon1se. was subJeot to its use 
by the • eolamution Sexvioe. '61 th the complete kno \'ledre in hand 
that this a1ea was not good fox a iicultu:tal land, but a ppo.1ently 
- i th the sole idea o'f eattinr back the !lloney expended on t tis 
useless pxojeot, the 3eolamation Sexvioe sold out to the Klamath 
Drainage Jist1ict which a.s a land p1omotion scheme. 'lhls coz-
po10.tlon has no oonnaction with the ¥la.math I::u1 ation P1ojeot 
sustained by the atexs of Jr)pe1 .t;lamuth r~ako .. 

The wate1 of Klamath Rivet was shut off f1om flo~ing 
into towel i'lrunath 1,Me and the Lttlte dtied un by e'\Taporatlon. 
11.'hi s also d1 le\ u, hi 1' e Lru-e an a.1 eu to the ea.st of Lowe1 Y.la·.;-
ath. 

Lowe1 Y.lor.11i th JJa.'Y..a sse1va.tion contninet/about 80.000 
aotes of sha.ll\)W wato1 and VtuJt tule ma1 shes an< vraa tho anoos-
t1al b1eadinc. feedine. and xestinB rlaoe of rnyxiada of ducks. 
geese, and othet wa.tez fo l . The f'ede1 1 •JVe1ru1ent .. ade o. set-
ious blunaex in dest1oylng one o~ +he a1eatest ~ll :o ,1 xefuges 
in tho United ~;tates and tuznine ovo1 u. vnst section of vetl' 
poo1 01 useless a.g?icmltuuu soil to - fa:rn1e1s. The 
fe e1al eovexnmont should ii()'ht this w1onr; • 

. nothe1 sex ious blunde1 _ 
~ -:..-'in this d1st1iot ,;ria tyin~ up the water lights of 
lama.th .tl'ive1 and u.,pox F.lamJ.th 1ake in tl'o cont1aats "i th the 
Oalifo1nia-OteBon .Powel Company. 1.lthon3h the Heclamation Se1-
vioe awaits that the1e has novel boon a shoxta.ge of wate1 in t«,1 
U;.rpe1 Klamath Lake even in the dt;rest yeaxa. ;;et ttone of this 
watax could be use~ to flood an a1ea to consetvo ate? fowl. It 
oan only be used for i11ie;ation ncl pov.e1 develo ment. 

Yea:rs a.go Geoxge Uhambexln.in, Gove1no1 of O?egon, said 



-3-

the Oxegon Leeislattue would nevex have passec.l the neoesaa.xy acts 
givine the government oont1ol of this watex if it had known the 
Department of the Inte1io1 would tuzn the pov.01 development ova1 
to p1ivate pa1ties. 

U1)pe1 Klamath Lake. 

A po1tion o:f U:>pex rlamo.th J,,1ake was set aside as a -wild 
:fo l 1efuge and vlaoed unde1 tho supe1v1s1on of the Bioloeioal 
Su1ve:1 o.r th~ DerH11tment of c;1iaultu1e. Sinoe ouz watez fowl 
axe 1oteote, by state and fedetal law. and we aze bound by a 
tteaty with Canada. to oo.nse1v~ nie:rn.tot' bixds. this area should 
be a sanctuaxy wheze bi1ds aonld at least ~ undistuzbe • 

It ls takon fOI cr1anted that un eI the lnw the duties 
o:r the ! eclamation. Sexvioe ~m1tain~eneinee1ing . ca1e of dykes and 
dams, o.nd the details o:f fu1nishine wa.te1 to va.1ious lanas. 'hy · ~!.i: '·I 
should this Dapa1tment act a.a la.ndlo1d in leasing out to stookmen v 
s1eas within u fe(ie1a.l wild bi1d Iesexvation when this destzoys 
wate1 :fo 1 and ie a cliiect violation of tho tules and 1egulations 
Of the 13iolO£iiaal Su:rve .. of the Dena1tment of 1 e1ioultu1e? 

Fo1 sev~ual years pa.st Ill. H. M. vio1oeste1. ~ ese1va.tion 
P1oteoto1, fol the B1oloe1cal Suiva~. has laoaateuly 1e~o1ted 
not only the lack of p1oteoting t~te1 fowl, but the unneoeesn1y 
dest1uotion of hi1d life 1osulting ~the tactics of the :eclam-
ation Se1vica. ~ 

The Upper r:l!l!Uath llefuee emb1aoes open watex. tule 
patches, and about 5520 a.exes of land an maxsh which is an ideal 
nesting a1ea. \.ll of this b1eedlw~ gzouncl has baen leased out 
to stoc~en i th no 1est1iotion as to the numbex of shee1> nna 
cattla~~an gxaze the ·1ea. ~ile pxoviaion was maue in tho 
lea.sea that Blazing "raS not :)exmittell <tU:rin3 tt;ha nesting season 
of bizds, yet dest1oyin6 the o v;;,1 o+" nntuxa.1 (passes o.nd l)lants 
dest1oys the food and nesting Jlaaae of bi1ds. 

~ho sum of money zeoeived by the goveznment foz g1azine 
on a wild towl sanotuazy ioas not compensate fo1 the amount of 
the destxuot:Lon. 

Oleu.1 Lake. 

This was ot1girally a laxge body of watez in [odoo 
County, 11oxthe1n Califo1nia. '£:he Jeclamation sexvioe bnilt a 
dam ac1oss Lost ~\lve1 at tho outlet of the lake. 

ln 1912 when I investigu.tad this fe~unal xe:fuge, the 
wata1 wae .va.1t VH:i'S U;) 011 the darn, the lake was about eight milos 
acnoss east and west. unrl aho11t ten m.ilea st1otohing no Ith and 
south. In the tule• •>atohes neat the mouth of '''illo · czeek we1e 
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la1ge numbe1s o:f weste1m 31ebe nnd Fo1ate1's texns nestinc;. e n 
the islands in tha lake we1~ colonies of gulls, eliaana, co1mo1-
ants, etc. 11 axound the bo1de1 of the lake was notuxal nlant 
life whet e diffi=.1ent 8 .. )eoies of unoka and many Canada geese e:t e 
nesting. The sacre b1ush in:eas atound the bo1det we1e ,ibundant 
b1eeding 0laces fox sage hens. •:he value of' this so.nct~ua1y la:; 
in the munbe1 o.ntl variety of b11d life and ita diatnnae :fxom any 
settled at e:J.. 

1. ~ ~,./,4J 
( . :&11 om the becrinnine; C 0 hi S Ql eal\ 
Lb.¥ tho 'lealamation Setvioe. o inte:tost).in bi1d life. The 
cou1 ae o f yea.1 a has pilad u'!.) an appalling destit1otion. Pa.:ttly 
o~ account of lY seasons the watel in the lake bed leoede. 1 s~ 

it g:re less the l\eolamstlon ~e1vice liuilt a. ditoh to dzaw of:f 
mo1e w te:t. This ditch now exteno.e aeva1a.l ilos :hom the «am 
to meet the xarnaining wn.te1 in the lake. :.i.he lake has been 
lowe1ed until at p1esent it is only a small ·101tion of the :full 
l8ko bed in 191?.. 

J.f the continued loiivering of this lak e came f?om the 
demands o:f fa.1ma1s :foz '11.tatet. the d.emands a1e now r•iuoh c;xeate1 
as the sup...JlY is about exhauatad. ~'ho \\attn level hua been 
lowexed too much and the con -1 tion of the oount1y affeotod~ 
Jlnoe thexe is no su1plua • why tllain the 1ese1voiz to the danre1 
oint? 

This is only a tnn t of the ato1y of Cleal L5 ke Rese1va-
tio i. ... a the n1te1s ieoeded within t he bo1de1 of the tefuge 
a va:tiety of veee at.ion ooveiell the lancl ftunishine abundant 
nestine; and i'eedine sxess fo1 duck s , seaae, and othe? bi?ds. 
Then the Beclamation Baxvice began leasing these a1eas to stock-
men. 

P1. 101ceate1' s 1epoxte give the <.leto.ils of fouz leases. 
somo xunnine !01 sevetal yeaxs, oove1ing 14 ,120 aozes of lend 
on the best paxts of Clea? J'Jake Beae:tvation. Thi land is leased 
to cattle and she·) men at an nve1age piioe 0£ twenty-two oents 
pox aote Jex year. 

G:razin5 bana e of sheep have not only ea.ten off the nat-
u1 al vegetation on this wild fowl sanotua1y, but they ho.Ve tz nm11od 
out the nests of bi1tls. They have t1at"lned th1oueh colonies of 
texns und nulls, killine the youne bi1ds. nuxine the past season 
one colon · o'f gulls have nosted on a little knoll six 01 ei~ht 

milee a ,ay :hom any wa.to:r:. Havil'l.B no n1oteotion he1e, it looks 
as i:f all the 5ulla in this ax'3a a.Ie likely to be destxoyed. 

3oving bands of sheep have destioyed la1ge numbe1s of 
sage hens. In one *Jlaco who1a . .,01oastex oounted o.pp1oximatcly 
a thousand aaeo hens, afte1 the a1ea had been 3razed by sheep 
he suiveye~ tho same xeeion ruid counted fifteen bi1da. 

While these dep1edations have boen going on, the Bio-
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losioal su1vey has been apendine pt1blio funds employing 'lia:rdens 
to p1otect bi 1 life on !'eda1al ze:t'utsea. ~:hoy have conetzuoted 
fences ao1oso points of l.nd in an effoxt to keep cattle and sheep 
fzom dootxoyine the few temainine bl1ds. The ohotog1apha that I 
took on Olea? J,ake .defuge show nntn1nl veeetation on one side of 
$he fence aa a p1otection to bi1ua. The othez aide of the fence 
is a ba11an wasto with scaxeely a blade of g1a.ss. 

[At the p1esant moma4t the 1310lt1e;1cal suxvey h  a some 
fifteen men Skat work on Cleal !..1ake Hesezvttt1on const1uotin5 
oit;ht miles of f·enc~ in an o:f':fo1t to save the bird life. Up to 
date ..pP.7fiO. 00 oi' fe~i.e1al :functs have bAen t..llotted fox this pu1-
1Jose. · 

Olea:i: Lake Hose1vation was 0:1~ated by the 21esident of 
the U ,!tau. States to :1leaexve bi1d life. A man mny ba a11eeted 
snd fined £01 dietu1hinc 01 dest1oying 1A>ild bi1de, thaix nests 
and eggs, unde:r the l u.lae ~J:tosot ibed. by the Seal etazy of 1 gxi-
cul true.. Yet the Reolamatior1 ae1vioe can thwaxt the "'>J:oolama-
tion 0£ the n1asldent by leasinB a wild life aanotuaxy at twenty-
two centn pcI ec? e nn\.l ct.oot:roy un'4:.old mu. be1 s 0£ bi1tte. 

This is a olca1 case Jof one dera1tment o:f 't,he 60V exn-
ment nullifying the ef'foxts of anothex daps1tmant whose awo1n 
dut~ it ia to p1oteot these wild life 1esou1oes. 

;"hen I 01uise, aox oss Tttle Lake in 1906. it was a body 
of wrztex about twelve 01 fifteen miles long and tan ox eleven , 
miles wide. It ,,s,s s11pplled by the watex of Loat Rive:z enteii'rtg 
ftom th No1th. It 111 bo 1emembetod that Lost 31vex --was the 
outlet f Cleat ! .. .-ire. The west. s1rle and the whole no1tho1n bo1-
de1 ws,s s vast tule ma? sh and a .1.atu1al wild foVil nut ae1y. 

This i.uea wa.s t~en ove:x by the Heola.mutlon Selvioe 
and is now ha.ndled~~a tJ.ivis.ion of the Ylama.th ,.)xojeot. (Th.is xe-
fex s to Uppe1 Klamath Lake. nr>t !Jowex .Klamath.) The nJliK no1th-
oxn ;.Jr.ut of this tuea ie BOOd ac1iou.ltu1a.l lane, i11i ated '1fl0111 
the tJppet Blame.th, and. has been taken up by settle1s in oomp~1a­
ti-ely small txaota of about fifty 01 sixty ao1es. The eouthozn 
pa1t, about 65,000 ao1es, was desiGnatea. ns the sum ateo. and is 
held by the Heolamatlon Se1vice. Thia is the lo eat level nbd 
is neade~ as a dia.in to let tha 1rta1 tun off the no1the1n pa1t 
afte1 i11igating. 

Ap,1oxiroately 10,000 ao1es of his sump axea lyinG in 
Siskiyou County, Oalifo1nia. was set a.aide by P1aaidential l?xo-
olama tion and is r...nown as Tula Lake 1, ild J~i!e Refuge. ' 

{ The Jolley of the dupet intenclent of the ealarnation 
{ Seivice of tha Klam. th. Distxict is oleaily aho ,n in ther>b.Mi!D.g 
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of the publio lands in the Tula Lake nxea. This ia uesicnated \ 
as the '!ule Lake Division of the Rl ~th I11igat1on E10Ject. < 
lt 1eoeivee wate1 th1ou5h tha main canals 01i3inally built fox l 
the .Klamttth .:?1ojaot. V'hile the cost of these r.uain canals was 
01lginally assessed aeainst the f.J.amath l11igation P1ojeot, when 
the Tule Lake Division we.a added these ltmds took up a good, axt l 
of the assessment. 

'l.he settle.is on the no1the1n pa.it of the Tula Lake azea. 
a1e oa.11ylng zove1nment costs of l!1 da.ms,dykes. eto of ~90.00 

pe1 acne. Tha3 a.lso oa11y tho coat of fu1uishint; watex fo1 11-
::dga.tion. which, as I taoa.11, 1uns about ~l. 50 pe1 acxe pe? ~eaz. 
:'11th expense a oi' 1m1n0Yements and i'tumine, these homestoad.e:r s 
a.1e oa11yinz a load that is not likely to be lifted by the pxo-
duots thay ,P?Oduoe on the land. 

,- The ba.la.n~e of the lant.i in the aum~., n.1 ea 011 the east, 
south. and west sides of the Hefue;e is helcl 'i:>;; the Hecla.matlon 
Se1'V'1ce and as la.ndlo:rti it leases this html to fa1me1s unde1 five 
yea1 pe1ioda at an avexra.ge of a.bout ~2.00 l>e1 ao1e pe1 ;:;ieai. The 
lessee oonst1uata and maintains +ho neoessaI~r dykes to · atez hls 
land, but he can pumy, his l:nir;ation natez f1om the sump without 
oha1ge. Tilese leased lands pxoduoe aimila.1 01ops of equal value 
to those lands owned b;y-the settle:ra on the no1th who a:z:e uncle? 
the buxden o:f a big f'edcual debt. 

Tha Bacla:mation Sexvica has oxeate' a bitte1 conflict 
between the :reslt ants on the .No1th who own t,hei:x land by assum-
ing a heavy £ede1al cte'bt, Md. the lesaeee on the Sonth. The 
eettle1a ou the :tio1the1n hal:f' fool they hei.ve o.houlde:ted (ar1 ex-
oessive cost 1'01 the ma.in canals of the K).ama.th ihainage Dist1iot. 
'!he lessees on the South a1e ea:uying no auah loa • '!he i\eclnma-
tion Se1vice has th~1efo1e cxeate<.l an unfa.i1 oorrmetition icJ. 
01op p1oduation. -

lf the De9a1tmer1t of the Inte1io1 wants to take fa.1rn 
la.n· s out of ~1odnction, he1 e l B the nla.oe to o it. Lat' the 
.declar.nu ti on sexYiafl cease laaeinrr it ... e•)Verrmient-owne1..l lo.:ao. to 
fa1me1 s at a low 1er1tal becsu1:3e these oompete ltnfa.i 1 ly with othet 
:f'a1me1s ca:r:ryincs a hu "B load of nebt incrn.:uod hy the Reclamation 
. .,e1vioe. 

Thaie ate sotual ca.SAS, .! was told. o fatmoxs in the 
111ule Lake Division who a1e pa.in hy the eove:uwent not to ri1octuce 
ce:xtain C!Opa. On the othAl hand,' the eovo1nmfmt io leasinc; its 
own la.ad a mil·1 o:.r. so awa.y n1; a low t)tioe ao fa1mexs o&n p10-
duoe thaa~ so.mo 010'1s. 

This is a. oonfliat Y.nown b:,r xe ~identa of no1the1n Oo.1-
ifotnia and should be ao11ected because of the bi tte1ness a.1oused 
against tie gove1nment b~ such inoonsistoncy. 7hethe:r this policy 
Oii~inated with the P.:tojeat Supelintendent at :t:lamath Falls, 01 
whethex it is a. e;ene1al policy of tho laolamatlon Se1vioe, I do 
not know. 
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The Tula Lti.ka .ae:fnc:e ia not lnzee enough :rox the pux-
:pose fo1 whioh it was 019ated. D~uiric the mie;iatine; aonson the 
duok and 3eesa have to feed on the snm.:rounding lands. Each 
yea:t MI. '1/01aeste1 n-ets man~ com!!laints f1 om tho la:rneee and 
the gova1nment has to puxchase amn1tmi tlon to <l1ive duoka a.nd 
geese fxom thei:t fielcla.. The \#.hole sump iuea ahould be a wild 
life :xefuge to take the pla.oo of othe:i: swam!' and lake azeas des-
, t1oyed by tha .:teala.!1ati•:>n Saxv.ioe. The fe ., e1al go\te1nment al-

\ 
:r;eady owm:1 th.is lt...nd.. It shoul<i be taken out of cultivation in 
faitness to fa::i:moxs on the no1thozn half who ate t1ying to make 
a living. ". hy should th'J sova1n11ent act as lu.ndlo1...l and lease 
tbeaa la.n\ls whon they axe of mo:xe) va.luo to the publio in p10-
aa1vine 0111 wild life lesou1oes? 

J.et l s lc1ok at +,he p1 osen~ oonc.U ti.one <it 11ule Lulw J.. e-
fuea. 'Xhoxo is qui~e ~i. ln1ge O!:en bod~ of wa.te1 \1ith r:ieuy patches 
of tula O:t club n1shes, ea.tv.miall:,r a.xounu the boz(ltu.. 1n10se 
floating tu1e .i.ala.:nlia so-crn.ll .C., axe e·ood naaiJln0 placen :f'o1 
oexta.in va..l ieties of i.i;a,t,gx fowl. hut othe1 e nest on land 1n nat-
ux al vegotation nent the wate1. A aeotlo.a of land. along thu nozther~ 

bozde:r 4it the nefuc;e is uhove the wate1 level a4 ~ lo a vezy val-
uable bxao,'Ung .:?lua& !01 duoks, g'3ese. M\'.t ""1&.ding bi1du. It had 
a. good g:ro,vth o! 51ass a.'ld pla11t lite. 

}~ven thl)Ucrh tho Reola"Itation Sexvioe iu las.sing lands on 
thzee aid~e of th~ Hei'u.ge they berra.n ln 193 .. ~ to ~eaae thia land 
within the ?.ef\l'J;G to. atookmen. lt,01 a 2anttil of. ~;250. 00 stock 
we1e tuxnaiJ. :1.n on i.:hA Seii.tr;e. The mt1a.l10'' land was ant U'P ancl 
t?ami>ed on.it the natuial food Of tluoka a.1 d. cease dar:txoye1i. This 
small amount of I evonua in no \"Ul!r oorrn anaatetl fol tl'~e <.temege 

~ done to bi~d liie. 

In t..dii. ttion to the a.hOVtl lama.Be, tho ~lealama.tio1~ Ser-
vice leo.s9d .;.., omu.11 a.o:te~e of land l;ving between two chtumals 
of Lost Hiv~1 ac.ljoiillne the ~?ufuga on. 1,he !hath. Tl11s \'\aB 
swamp;r gml sh11uld have heen .n·r:Jt as a net~t.i.!1G g1 om .. d. ~'hi .~· . with 
a t1aat of thi1t~ som9 acita!a, 'fW!.S leased fo1 a pe1iod of five 
ye!ua to a trtookma.z ·at a ya111ly 1enta.l of ,J:lhO.OO. 

An. island of twelve ao1es in 1.oi;,t Hivax was a vozy fo.vox- i!J.l 
able na:.::rtill[; al ea ft.n ga131t10 and duoks. lt was esr, olnlly tle-
sita.ble ·i11zing the "'lir;t1Jl oeneon on a.oo•Junt o±' wa1I,1 a~Hlngs above 
that kep t the iiva:r O;:.>Em and :fxee f1on ice Wl1e.c1 otha:r wate1 a:roa.s 
f1oaze u.p. ThourJanttl:J o:t duc'k.c· e.nd {!eese f1equent this azes to 
:feeu. and 1 est. t , ~'W. ·y,; \t 

, .ttegaxu:testl of its tr<,lu61fthe R~clnm~tion Sex vice leased 11 
it fo1 \j)2o. 00 to u man who t.uxned in hogs an(t aoats to cloa.n off 
the vegatetio11 find. co-vez. 'Z'lrn lr~s. aA in tuu1 ha.a oontactod spo1 ts-1

1 

men at Kl!lllm:th :,1alla and made a ;j;n:o-,.osltio/1 'to 14'-loaoe this a1ea i ~ 
as a hunt.inn ~lub fOl . 100. OOT d l ', (..,..,r ""' l r.,.~.,.;.. 1-VW,( I I 1'1 

1rhis lease like otho1 s entexed into by the itecla.matio 
Se1vioe. ahould b~ cancelled, Also leases fo1 f!IazinB on wild 
fowl xese1vatlons should be annulled. 
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• 
In oonclusion, I teal that the above facta demand a 

:t'\tll a.'ld cs:ra:ful gove?nment invoatigation of the :Junezintend.ent 
Of' the !?eclp.rnntion tia:rvice ~,.t ,.: c.mttth Falls. ae tleze who have 
complaints have a. J:ieht to be bee.id. t'ntlaz p1~aent conditions 
theit g1ievanoea axe not likal~ ~o io&ch the beo1eta17 of the 
lnte1icn. Tho;t tua likoly to be ea.1e::rul loGt "1.1hey inou1 the 
disr>leo.su1e o:e He~lu.mstio~.1. officials in. i;hie dJ,at1lct who o.re 
in the l>Osl tiort of a lanJ.lOld L.old.J.n0 htrn:v~ moI tr;r,gEH:t a.nd mo.ny 
leases. ·' . 

I.n tho second pl~.co, the Supa1L.1.tonc en·t o; the Reclam-
atlo.1.1 Sa1vice in this uiat1iot ho.a u.ominato<l a.ml pzevented. the 
b:t1)a.de1 use ot land, ate1, a.no. natuu.i..l 1osouxoos. ·1th an 
utteJ l ok of Vi9ion ~o soothe riatu1e ts a .hole, he hKe nul-
llfieU. the ae1viae9 ot u.nntha1 Deps.xt ont of the Fede1al Oovexnment 
v,hioh was alao cz-,,atnd to sarvo ol;ho ;Jooplo o:: this oount1y. 
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W.L.F. 

Unaer NIRA I have received todate $2750.00 to construct 

8 mile of fence with a.t Cler>r LeJce. I e,m sterting to construct 

this Mondey. I oelive that I hnve covered a.11 questions you 

requested, will write again in e~ few days. 

In haste. 

H\lgh. 



T .. tle r.,,·"':e t:iH~ L.i.f·c E.:if\;e_;e. 

(;le :--, ::1 ~l "Gh:t 
":'ule :) '· ·e 

Box 5J • ~IG:r .. :c :.:t.l ti o:r~c • 

f~:u.ir; . 3 ' 1934 

,qi~ Le.' 

. . 
Clee.r :Lake Re:f:"uc;e • 

co-rrGr :t:1c 211 l•·ncls lea.:.)efl. i:n 
~or 1 .1 , I 2v a.ere a and is ·a.de 
Ler$oe. ~o .~crcs . 

D'-1 8".l]J_±~v, _1 .52~'v(recedc) 

Lr.-.: Sul"Lb.rn11 48i;.o{Pe:tmisul~.) 

Iv ·11 ?:ilt;ol~c 7 20 
Cc·1 O'Keofe ;220 

~·...,, 

i ~.tG'.'C7iew ', i tL _:r. B . ·E. 
u:f ::.:1:1 ri t2! :' lL.::i ~ , Ore. , 
27, 19;·4 • 

I~ I f,.O 
The J:."'OC.L)de lease held b;r JJt.:u 3"...tlliven covers ·the 

f:!"'J."::·cn--·'. ~ il~G t· . b:1.r1 ·L5h -.,_ ::.~ <;lld. vic.i::i ty. :£Le i·:rd.;e:-i." 
rcccd~d fz-o .. l this ln•1C!. the first time this yef'::r.'. :t Y:t' s r...1.1 
~eed-;.;:G. -~o ye c:nc O" ts which is :iow bc·::1g ct_t 'l'.t(i stnc:-c:r~ ·:c 

su. _ply food to any br;.!-_ s of sheep thifa winter. The yield 

v:~'t-3 oi:wrric-r::: m1d ···r. 8lllliVt'-n tol~ 1J. :-'o~)tcn'tlc.y th".·i:; ho uo-uJ.d 

h:."re rr!"en fhiishe6. close to 1 ·• 0 -~on o:.l hn.y. '.::1e ?e 1nitL1ln 

le i sc is r. :.~ c HJ? of sLo:i..--e li1 o n.rm:mcl t.w -. c ·.:..~is lr. P.rt.: th~ 
lli,;h roe·-~ rn.l 6'1,Rss~,r 1 .mis t4.djoi:ning, this is D.11 ·wi t'_in tho 
O"".t..d .<:>,..,"nC~ ~ • ..,:i +l'"' "'lev: -f'o-,..,.. YIO\'·' bni··1;J' n<·11'"'+.·•"•'c·1•0 c·1· li1'1c 'l"CC· /',-,, 

-V-• \.I l,.. ~ ....,,._ {,'.;J' J.. •• -<.. VY ~,,.. t V-~ ..... o v ,.,.)Z)w•'-'L.J{lv - · ............ - \..Jl\.;.,.V 

le .sc LJ not '111 inoide of the 21cr; :£m1ce rmmii-::·: i':i:,c ·cho :;o:.:th 
<'J. -,, ·"" -::ir,· ,,,-j,~-,1. to ·f-•1° c·nnc01 j-.~,t e .. -c·i·uf'lr.c-.,,.c.,.:;;. l'>-~--·--1·e "")' '\'>Q:... 
Jo..)' • V ..... _ ....... __ .,µU,J..T_ l.JJ.,...,y l.:~w (...-.. ,..) ~ 4':;;... ..t.. !J..'\.:, L> V -'.J... rc.,V J... V U f <'•_l; - ...... 

-1· "'tely ( J1:' '"f .. ,,.-~"" l ·rii1r>" ou·1·s1· '~"" r;i• ~. T-v'""''l ~J." lt''()o;'C 1 "~ 1"C ·!"' 
., ... tJ i;.:. .__ \... ~ ., ........... ~.> Vi \.!lv • _ ·V _ w;..... .... i..:.J _ .• J N,-J -t.J 

hir!,h mu.cl,' f01·t:._WC 150i:. 2.:.:.,".. l:.~'S lh:h1~ s::n:::'l i;o rye :for L:- ycc:i:s. 

This lcl sc is outside rncl to the ~;orth of t_;.c ):0n.cc li 10 ~:01;: 

)ei:a.t; co11st1"'uci;ed. The Con 0 1_:0efc ler st; is OY'... -c:ie ·\::cr..;t si<lc 
of "::.e lP-~e . 

Tt1le L~'.:e Pofu.ge. I vm.s c-dvised thet the 7-. ..o.le Lo.~~-::: 

.:..c .. l .. e;e ·;;:.11 be lee.sea. this :?o i:_ if :·rri, tc:. levels i.01"·:.1i t . ?he 
:?u.gr>tc lc<lsc contains G· ::icrcs. ar.c.1'l1D.l fee $1 '.:,1 • 0?:1tl lies 
il-'l the i'oru of a lor1g~nPrrow ishnd 'bctvwon the t-wo .c:;..[1::.ne:ls 

of J,ost River £1·oa c noin-':; w~1e2"•'3 the Ri...-cr e;:;.tcrs the :p::cso -~ 

E:ef\1£50, ~:orth :pnst ~:Jost Ri-ro:"' briilu~ ·co t .. _e rn1m:p hoJ.se. 1-. ... is 

1 . .. -1 -e;·2 
CGSe e:x::_:iJ:.lO$ .!,:.;e. _;, ~- .l,L'f-·,. 



G1 .. o.zc. 
Cle r,. ::1r-mrth, 
T le -, ··:::c 
l~efu., c vs. 

i°Jith rc:f""'l"Cl'lec to tho cost T11Jl' nm."C fol" the (..;:. .. nin lunclc 01u·-
rotmdi ~?: t>c Hef· .. "'bo ·which is loused by the Eeclc :io:tioi ... ScrYico 
:'?o:r. ... 5 ~\fC' r pc:;;·iods I f'ov..nd that t __ c high poor J.r.nd lm",...,C\l :i?o·" 
.1 2-:: ecnts low to .,.4 .55 high, tho nve:t .. ago however is n::·o·tllll:. 
. ~; .OJ :10r· ..... c:ro. The l<H'."ieo m1.1.st construct l'Yd!. me i~.1t:...L1 tho 
ncc<.H5sa:7 di:ces to p:eotc ····b a:1c.l .,·mtcr his lnnd.s. ::o ch; :":...:o is· 
L'~u0 i'o'.!: h·:~·J."'"''·L:Lon v:utor wi loh comes f'l.>or, tho Tula Lf~.-·c Su.rilp. 

:;-p'Jel"' Klann.th Refi1.(;c. All oi' thi::.; Ref~~-se has 1Joen 
llil~er lee.no for several yoe,rs, with the excep·tion of the . ..Jay 
in fro: t of t110 Rocky Poin.t :..,eoort. To·~n.1 foes cclloc·~cd ~nn­
u.a.lly·, lessee e.i<l Ol..'])il"etion d'"'.te follons. 
Losser,;. :ro. f.:,\Cl"OS. J?co. _:;::-pircs. 
A. ~? . i'.':--•1T1lor 11 ~o ~:150 .90 ..vec. ;.-:·1, 1 ,.,3G 
.Jc:ti·J 0 1 Cc-I1.1Jcr 1~340 ... '111• :· e:i:c .6'.;~ :Jae. ~ 1 ~ 1 ~3 '] 
:Jo f"ltL<lition" 1 1.-,:.-d on ·the .,.;f'v.r;e . :vn.ilnbJ.c fo:• leru.Jc. ~:o :;.·e-
atriot:!..on in rc.";n.rcli:.~ to ·tho nimiber o~ sheep · .;1c: C" ttJ.o .!i;h~ t ce.n 
be t::--..:·n~ocl 11n<lor f. 11 thesn ler~ses b£ s been r:neci:t'ie(: . • 

:.Lio we!' I:lfv 1a. th Lnke • 1:.r. ZtL'kcrmn.n ovmo:s.~ o:: ·chc lt!.rgc 
+, .. 'Gt ....,n,»•" -i·hn ~·t~-.n l' .: • .,,, \'/'" <-:< i ... •1•4 r..· ti1·1 r r1 cno-·~n i· 1" n· ·1·0 ··:·'\'.;_-.. :.)_..,.: (1 c~.,, 
u-. ~\. .,t,,:. ··~ t." .L 0 v ....., '..s. .I« v .. -;; ( •'!..J .J.. •· ''"'b' ··'"Q • .• J ~'- -·- -l) u~ - ---_.., .......,,.. 

·f;hir:; m~s y:0~~tio~10<!. 11.. me in my weekly rcpm.•t. '.l.'hc :c~:1ch £oro-
rao1 :~clvised. BO wi"i;Lout 1~_1owil.tg vrho I vms ·bh1 t thc~r :flooe..od to 
9ut ou.t n peat ;iro. 

Smull Isll'..:n(,, no: r 010110, Oregon L"l Loot R:l.vor.. ~his 

isl-:m1 con:tni~. s e:pproJ.:ir.'l.< te· . ~.,. 12 u.cros, it ia ln:>.sed 'b.,:'" ::.co.n:ir 
G-c.briel at ._;25. v nmrur•,lly from tho P.eclo. at::.on B1u·0En::.. 1.,, sho:L .. t 
ti•1c V.£;0 :.!r. Gn,briel co:r.:te.cte" a ~::lr'l1la·bl~ :B1nlls Srior"tsrn.m und 
d:.a.c n pro:posi tion to le~ rH:: this :i~or C1 uo .on <j s a h1t::·l;ins club. 
?h:i.s i~~l~':nd is v-cry do:Jirable i'o:c thr· t pu.r11ose 011 n.oco1:ir:.t of 
the W1'l""l r~prtn,st: in the IUvor above ·i;hc isl~:.:nd. v·hich L :c1) tho 
~·?i er open c.11& free fro.n ice nt the time o:: the yet r ..-1hc:n tho 
bPL1 ~1CE: o:~ i.:J;.e vn4te1· ··re". in this (U.si;r1.ct :E'reozcs up. J.i.t thi~. 

tine many thous0.n.d.s of ducJrn t.1-nG. geese f':l:•cquont ·(;l:is ·:n1'1l1 ::r.:, td! 
to feod tid ro~t . 

Acco;Jpt1nyh1g t1-:is report plc ce f i:ud so-c of pie tu.res. 
propcrl;r identi:::'ied 10.lso some :::.r:.'.gge::rcion:.) from m pe1•sonc.l ob·· 
nervu t..:.01i..s re";rn~a.11~~ the above loasoo. 

c.c. 
1.{illi·'r ;,, • Finley 

Ver;, truly ~ cnu'G, 

~~. 
!:. ~: . ·. OTCoO-l~cr . 

}:~('scrve.tion Protector. 
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),?t:;.lc !.Jr· ·e ~·:n.r~ Life Po:f\~ ·c. 
:Box ,50 • · :er:."J."_.:, C :.·o. 

A11e. :::~ , 1 934· 

Chief .• u. S . 3iclogiCf'i.l St.'.'.2 .. vey, 
'.', shi:1f;ton, D. C. 

T:c·' ::Collowhll;; a1·e ms b".1[;(.~;c;:,tion~5 for Cr.:ltcel:i.!l{'; G,:nd 
rot ·1·:::1h"~ "":o the bi:rc,s ·;;:,.€: leJ1c1s u:nD.cr 1~;, se on tho Cle, r Lc'::e 
:~ef'ure . 

'l'i->c' , ,.,., •:-:<c• of' r;?c:O •1c··ci::i ... or~4, ·~,.. <:::·.-1 r 1·-.:~0n .., -'.i.:;.:, -':·~ ~") 22· 
_.:.i -· _vi:.~t-_.> - .,,..,,._ (J i..~, .... _, ...., ,,,._..,. .,..... • ,..., ~ .. --" ~...... .,. ... "~ "\l"' .... .t...1- • 

eo·•~ts -per r m:c, 0"'1 ·G11is lr-,nc. !:e :::""' iltod. ~ f',n 0··1 :<:Lo-is cro · cf lw.y 
with ·;,:~.i.ch to feel'. ·:not or:J_y :his c:r.;n sllec:p but r:1P1zy t:_~:i: be.?:::.d.s 
th ts comt:ng wtn:t<n·. The ho 1orrboadE.:r ¥'ho i n no st crses is u "O-
vin.g 1..:p in th.~s vicinity ~:1 o:.:·L·c:::- to set the :'cdcra1. lo£<n, -also 
t11e -'a"'l~''l~A. ... ;..., .i.h.·i"' l'ir.:! t·,~1·ct .,....,i·ser:-: hnv ..., .. 1,1 ·''"1>1·'n·;,~1,~,.::< -"',_,,.+--·= e·'-'C.U' 
-- - - - ~· (.I. -·~ .,... __ ~ .,Lr,... V 1.....,.,.C. .,,..._J:--~ J..:...L..:.. .... ~~-".;. \,,,(t,;.J .·1-,,~~V \.-J..\;;i• C,.,. 

'.1inter to these SCC.8Dr.'.le:1 nn,d_ in U · G!'O.tt t illf'll:f CUS<:'S is-tLe 0111 V 
profit t:1ey .. m.i::e :f::'ror1 the'.'Lr runch. B;r ree.son of t1·.c I~ecl:;.:10. tion 
le" sln'I tho ai;c\·e t'·oy h•·ve lle1n" ·vca tLccc :needy f ·,:;;."~::.cl'B of their 
i:rno· e . '.i: . .:i.n is 5.n ... ':.i.rcct co~·1:pctcth:.n with the i1li:-.11 tb t our 
-Prcq·i· do·n+. ·i "> t~·'1"'-i· ... ~ ·1·0 ·y11·t .:'C:r"'·'h -Po.,.. +h"' :.ri., .. '"'C-""' ,.),. ,,,,_. . .,; .._ On ·'-·1"e 
- - · .. - ..,. ..l..._ i ,.J -· -i~ v .. ..- {,,,.. .. , ..:... ,:_ iJ..;.. V ,J.. ..(.. .<.;U J.. ~ l '-'-"'-V....,. - lJ e ,VJ..k 

oth.0:i:.~ h!"Ud if t ! i s lv, :cl vr:: s allowed to 1 · e dor.13. nt or even ulrmtctt 
to a crop e0.ch ~Tar for the birds to h:~1"V0st , wo v1oulC:' be :protcct-
il!g, mn.1('.ing a nesting area a!1cl also relicv:1.ng the complaint ·~1hich 
ue yo ·::ly rccciye th:.1.t the bi:r·d.s are 6.o::t.r12,' a c~P .. r.:1~'00. -.·:i th rc::'er-
e:n.ce to tho ?cn...'11.isula.. le se it shcu.ld. be ca.nccled at once in or -
'1'"'J'.' to '.'··hre ..:-hn .,,,,.,~- -;...,;.--i,~.,,~'1"" ·~-i~·-0 t"'1"\~ .,"" ··1eJl "'"' --... ,.)-1;.:··.1d O~C' 

"' t,..)...L" u-_..;\.,. .J,..J.\;J...'V-J..40 U,.;...~'V~..liJ J .... .1,1..Lt).;,.<.. i;_AI! l(..,..R) ll~ .... t_t:> \..t,i. --- -•-

l''CQ Jn this e:n:-'cire d.istric...1i; '.:'1ero the;y c<'l1 l1cst l1..:1::olcstod. '.L.11.at 
the.,~ ·Nill 1:est _1cre if :prc-1-:ectcd ·:r·1.s ~c"tnonst.rr tcd tL~is ~ o .. r O"l t:.c 
~.ref .. :p::·oto c:tcd. b~ t>e te0"f)ore.ry fe·-cc ., t ti'.C 3?c1icon c·;._o:.1;,"' on 
t:.:.in Pen:.'11.$ 110.. :L'he -:.:i ...... ss ::·:·c ·r t .. 11 ~nc re ·1r:. inecL · ,-ec::1 1-;:ig si'tcr 
the t·rea c-J.tsid.::. ·L.e :?once ¥-ms ~O:"re o:L" v··ege·i;~tion . I:n t:.i::;; ·';.:·cL-C1. 
e.i·ca of less t~1~·-1 :;,i crcs I irn:.:sc.~"" lly co1u1ted 9 C"'D: G."l, c_;oo:.::c 
nosts r·nd. I t)8lievc more nerc th.sre which I couJ.O nci; loc ·-~c . On.z 
f}JOSD t~c1 hc:r nes·t only 3 :feet i'r"."1 t ~c ns"rcc·i; :Felicn:.1 11est. J lso 
found 1 rn.r..llr>_ d , 1 Cinni:1Cll teal cxc 1 Sprig nc,st. 1 s\01"'t C[':t"Cd 
Gwl r'nd 7 ~' illet nests. I al'l! cri..:i to s-:.:re t!:tcsc ·biri.l s :r:.cs·Lcd. there 
on cccou:nt o::' ti·o co··1di tion of •re ·e-';2.tion,,, etc. :1 • ..,_J t1.>lp to ,Le 
?c1i:'.1imJlA. ycstercl"y I cotruteil .3 P.nia :.·:>:pe -.rer~' close .!co ·:;1,,c.: cc::.", I 
Vf"' S n:.1SO in:i:ormcd th t 7 l'Edl. been o·bscrved there ;, r -'7<1Z -,,_;O • Tl.LO 
!'~c olR.ms ti on receives fr0=i ·this ~- .. .,o acres less than .~2 cc~."'..:::> !)CJ: 

: cro. The Ivan ::il"-.·ore J.eFi.sc lies 011 h:i._z;h t3"1"ounc!;2..n~l at c :ins~~or­
nblc d.istence f'ron1 the ?m1.vd.sula. This lense a.net tne 0:10 lltc.1.0. 
by Con Ci 1 ::ce:'c : ·ocli<:>1i e sl::::nld not be cr.~celed . I ';10:.lld P-lso 
"'t7c_..,.,,, ... t +'11• ~ ·t·u .... + n"'1"+ of' +1~c ~ul.., ivi:r1 1 ce.se O"-"GZ idc o:.. ·::Le :.'.:'c~:cc 
~ ~·) """ .i;J ' \.I -~ v v & Iii. - v - .,....,.._ hot ~.... -

b0 nnt ca:rnelcd. 3ut iJ:-i rm.Jdng C :'!J.e·;; lease they S •. 10uld C0:!.1tain 
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t?, :p:·cv:i.sio:n th:~ ncstl'.lf..; ui:r··. co1.o:rdes w:i.lJ. i10t be nolo tcd. .!ftc 
they might e>hift tL12}il.' uesti:ri.; colonies on to t·,is lcz>ccd land t. 
the GVt.n·c of hi"·h \'''1i:;n..... (' .... ,., 'T'<:;- ,.,,.11 -,~ 11'6 ¥\l'<('.'11 .fJ', .,, f'."'""""'<•+·1T1". t ·o 

Ji.. w · ) ~.,._ , ¥t.fV • -.·io.v ~.,,,.·-3 i;;;t,4f:.') ·~ ..J.,.'~- •. >t~~t;,VO·v ~---:.::> •J..V 

con·hinucYwo of all l<wscs ontsi(le the :::'t~:t'lcGd ·1:ceD on and :ncor the 
Pe:n.nisn1 iG :f.'rom -~ho -a~t tki. t i:f:' we tPJce nll tho small :revenue 
d :rive 1 ::Zrom -Ci.i::.i t'lO'ttr'lZ!O ... ~way :f';r.o• +he Recl~:.m:~tion the L'l"'i~a.tion 
cl:l.nt:rict lc·c· toil in 1~·u1.:;oll Valley wo·uld co"'1·1 h~ in rogarc.l:1g this 
loss ns it would r ·isc -~heh" ·b·n1ded indebtedness · di:n11·ivc them 
of i.;bds 1'CVG1ll.1£ 0 • 

Vl"'Lth rc-1"·:1~0.:ric~"' ·l·o rc:l~'ll" :,c:,1-e PcfU'""" 4-'· i<:: tc.,...·~·ib·;,-. to ~ ..... , .... ...,JI.- ~· U .U. · ........,-.. •~ · l...., t,;\~·, .. ,.,..., .,.,., . .., .,..,,,._ .... -"""' 

thrt for ·~!1c sm?1.l r:-nL'n ol ~:;250 .,u' v;h'ich is the e,,:101..i.: ... t de-
.p.,..,<'"'' ·'." "' 1 ''""~"' 1 i> ,..4 '"' ")"> i·b J,.. "''•1y· rio_,,..,.,.,.,.~)a°"'+ 7\"'T'"'""'+': .-+ ~·rc·i.,t'1 _.;.,.... Ji>j.,, t. • ...,, ~ .. ,. l._._ - ~ ...>v .,..v"".- "·"' ti i;......,~ \.:r JJ;..; ..... ;i.. ... .J.~v ~\.>j/<:·l.s.. v ... \...---u ,. \.l...L ~ 

:i. low tile only rcstinc '1,ncl i'c<;ding D.l'c.1' v.,rhere bil~u.s hrve .:rotection 
to lJc do r-t;coyet1.. r·:ri.l I wo·.,1.1.C. recw~· .. ·011rl ·i;}~r .. t tl:c Hcclr"T' ·cion Bm·c.:;.u. 
1>e forb :i cF e:r1 • ~~rom r>.J.lov: ing n1; ::..:·c.l'!l inc to intcr:Ze1'3 rii;h ·i;l o bird 
~ti·l"C ·1·' c··'ef"'1 'Pi··l,, -i.,.. · 1"'0 +• .. n" c{·' ·1·'1·'(' 'r.'1u"·0···n 1r ~. ~·" \'-r· ..,~,.... l'.,Q .-, c·,,-~ ,~ ., - {I • I.}#- • .._ ••. f..; .!...•) ,l.J- v.,... .,..,,.. •.,.. tJ ,,~,.. .,!.! t"...,}t \Jl;;1 _.. ,.;_-\,, •J. ,..,.1.-_; (J (, ,.. VI~ 

'.)f t:,ie :2:tlmer.d; rluc': n.ml goos0 nesting g:i_:oa hrs been JlOWC'd UJ?. In 
+;...o b·J"rl "'c,-> i·h· ,., icp·t.•n 1·'·•1 r•1)0,."i·?-i "I.;; "'·'n<•t .~.\1,-, ""1·•0,1·,,,d . ...,,,, .. .1. ;,q ··)1"'"""'U~ ,.,.z..i. .... _.,_ .,1 • • t.:.> ~., ........ _.. ... ~"' ..... v~ 1;.J..,.vv ...... •-~\;..' ~., LJ ...... \J.-~Y D i...~ .. \. 1,,,........,1 tt LJt,.;.- J;.-V'tlV 

in o:r·dcr to k~.:u. noxio1w we"'ttS. Thet ·i;h:!.H •:w.s Dr!. ali1:d. in ord"'l" to 
,,.1,,.,,, ··j!",,. -::; ..... ·n·*-c mo··"" .,~-·t'.l·"<';'"' ;,::; "'7· 1°(~0.1<1 "1" 't-.-· 'loo\·-..;~"t·• .... !. :~.1 ·jn-l·"1-."e t;'.J J VI ,............., • _,~ t)..t....I(. lJ J 4' ..-<,_::; (. J~~ VI. w~J -~- '\;· _ , .. '-{J {)"V J... ...,:.....\~""'A.f.....> .. \,.• ,1 !-' .C ...f~V l/~ f 

ti tlod.11tlhov i·16 ic .. :Yld i.ucl.or cm1 tiv;:1:l;io:n. 'bcdr.1con cr1m"!i1cJ.1Jf'. 11hc 
-1·).~·1n-1:]9:"-.: ~1" -f·' (' f()'f"9"'"'"<1""/l "T•(> {)"" -!-).1(' ~'(•'•1f'!nv~ ·'··i --~_,,... mp·i1., rl·l ~,.,, 1.'."'C''I UJ..J....t.~ .... Lt ........ 1-. • .... "- '-""'" - t·;! '''"-.,.J;,.\.\t i .. . ~ J.l J ••• - J:• .. ~·\...· ... ~~·' .. ~ t,,R. t.]_._, __ \ .t,:.'.· ~- ..., .. \J... .. 1.~ .lJ. -~ -t.:~ ·-

. ye~ r I :::"eooivo •"':·y 001'.)ltd.::>.ts fi:om t:.::: les:3oe, <"'.lid 01 c_._,_ ,;c~.?..:e we 
) 
\ • ..,,,~ ... c,.1P'"''~ • l"'\--~~ 11i·t·:.ci~··. ''"1 ··-1, ,.,r1ich .:-o .'t • .,, ... e •'-•·1,,,_..,,. • .,,,.,,· ···"""".·'.'!C _..,..,.,O"·~ .1..;,1,.., ... 0 I~,~ ~J.. _ J.J\.r " .... t..~ ... ·'·<.. 1 ..... ' '-l; .. 'fr ..... v u...!. ~ ... '/ ~1.. .. v h] J...1. .. u,_,-Ut.:.> _.i... -.. :..1- lt-. ... ....,1;.,.)" 

/ :r ie 1 .. s. 'J.'o el L.::.::1 tc this co rolrd.nt f'r0:.1 1;o ti1 tho J.o:.:; f:lC; ·· • ;:/' tho 
ho ''('""''"0'''1f'.,,, -.1. 1·•or] rl "'U.t'··.·c""t tr;1:n·t. 1'10 t'"'O·t1·l""'O· 011 ·-1~r.,., o·f' t~··' r.< 1.-,.,,,.c,1 . ,;J v ~ .... .._. , •) , . ~ '" 1-.;;i ""t;) . .,· .... "l • ..t.., lt ' • ..... ~\,,;· "', .. ,...J.. ';\-... ~ ~ ..... • .- ~ --~ ...... vc.-.. ..,l '\.i.< 

,:p.~c,·u:::.1.l. p:t'O)Cl'],Y }Jos·b ·the same 1 :pu·t:; i +. 5.11:i;o r:i. Cl'OD 0~ ch ~-c:· :e :?01· the 
oircs. Cr!. t11C 1rJ.?lCC of t!:eSC' lcr.nes, ·tl•c lot .. c h.:-.or!.l"'. co:11~ain f), 

clr.iu:rn ·to t:he ":'.:'feet thr t no r( cl:rcss should be eJ.'::rwotoil i':ro~ l nig-
·,~ -t<1r·~ '"'-'f-..··c~ cl .... ~,...,,"" +o ti-'0 1'1,. c1 .. o"l"'~ ;.to..,.. l' "+ !.·n)Y .. iYlix t•··.-" t'""080" t'"'1d ..- ~ ~ t.J -9' .l. t,.• ,l( t..>v v - ,1..,.,t:,..." ·- ..,1.,... w-• _ ..... ..-j,.:;J v ......... : ... -""-..:.:;> •• _..,, J.._ ._ . .1,..., 

·''"1,.,···r.·· ·1.'"'I"n·i·1e;• ;...,-1'··'-'l' +-:.-.·::i·..-. 11·••·n1 ''"'l' ·'.·ir"i .,. ,._,.,.,.,.,,..O"'"(i rli~""l'''G ·'·o c .. ~.)-,"';~·t-u"""'v · ... .i) .v .. ~~ ..... L ... ~ J..• ,.....,_ VJ. '~· .. '.,..i. P\H\·• ...... '"- ............ irl·"'.t ... ':' ·~~v ................. .,i),,..•GJ \,.- ~-~ -¥'>..' .. 

On. i;hc lJi)IJC!:' ~:1~ rr1~ t:t F.ef·t1r:;e :nothi:ri ... g c1 n bo done to im:p::ovc 
cona i:lilo~i;·; on :.he I:oJ.'U{'O c:rnc:n:.·!:; C".ncel t . .:!.e le< soa ~Yhic:! .::.:__Guld be 
(one ~,t onee :for th.ts is the t1ot:d; id. .al nn<l clivers:li'il~tl ncr.;;i;~ns rt:~·cu 

oi' tni:::; o~d::l:ce C J.s·tr:ic li. Jl>.11d thu cove'.i.~ on .Sflt:lC v;hich hr> s not been 
:icntroyed fm:-'t\"iO ~ee:i:-s on nccou..."lt of hie:h WP ter shou.l:i rei.t: in in-
tact. The mere· ::'D.et th:.-·t t~r:.e Rccln.nn:tio:n Bcririco hr1s loi sctl .5520 
t.crcs wh.:lch is ;.11 the i'Vr. ilP,'bJ.e l,..,_2-ul r-nlt "'.1;· . sl1 rJ"nf' of' th:.:.s wonclrn"-
iu.1 Refuge :ror t1.lc i:rnll sun o:: ... ~ 1 8 .. 5 h:; u·a."ne liP.vor l1lo. 

~)i4'>~.L.f0 

\';;~t·, ~:-ci.'o:rence to t>o s'1all inln,m1. in L'.)0t ~ivcr P. ~:;.l loe: .-i~­
c1.1 ~1C''X' ClclG. 0-.:1:;., ::1·. c-~~1rr:L'3l Viho leases this h·~c ::1t.c1_o ·;;:.10 s-Gt',·~0-
::io'1t m."n;;· ti 1cm thF t he h."'s fou.nct £'.S hir:,;h r>.s 1 .5 to 20 0oosc noc. ts 
o:n tho isln:ld r season :p:..•:lo~i.· to th..., ti;:1c 2 yen.rs nc;o wllon ho put 
hoe-:s :··nd ··o:· t o o:n t!:crc to clean o:ff tho voectntion r.:;.1CL covol"' • 
t ·"' '1· ""V. ·1 ·1.., ~ J""'' ·q·.-c11·.,.1,.· tho ,_,.,,n club o""'fc:r 1.nil tl1c nc::.-1·ci:1.•; ·oos"C;fbili t:~c;:; 
..... ..l... ..;~ \.,.;... ·-Jt.J . ....... ~ ,J,_ .. p ~- t"_.)~ - ""*· .~ ~ 

0:: tn.·ls isJ: nd C"n-'be old;nh1J:;d. T1::.ic lease uhollltJ. ·oc on:10elcd, tiio 
is,~nd to lie do~ua~t. 
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WM l f' I NLEY / ") 11--~ lC -{J-pi, . 
JE'Nt.J..1-~~ 

PORTLAND ORE 

This lu full r•te T elesr•m, C.blesr•m or 
R•diosr•m unless otherwise indic•ted by 
sisn•I in the check or in the •ddress. 

OL. DAY LETTER 

NL NIGHT LETTER 

NM NIGHT MESSAGE. 

LCO DEFERRED CABLE 

NL T NIGHT CABLE LETTER 

1934 

THE FOLLOWINQ FROM TONIGHTS HERALD QUOTE OWi G TO A DEMAND FOR PASTURE AND 

f££D TH IS FALL TH£ RECLAMAT 10 S£RV ICE WI LL AGAIN MAKE A SH-ORT TERM LEASE ON 

A\EA WITHIN THE TULELAKE· SUMP FOR WINTER GRAZING IT WAS ANNOUNCED THURSDAY 

JJ'f B E HAYDE~ RECLAMATION SiJPERINTENDENT STOP HAYDE 

THE AREA WILL NOT BE AVAllJABLE UNTIL COLD WEATHER THAT PRODUCES ICE TO SUP-

PORT TYE WEIGHT OF CATTLE STOP •TKE LEASE -WILL BE MADE SEPTEMBER 1; AFTER 

All POSSIBtllTY OF tNTERFERENCE WITH BIRD LIFE HAS PASSED• SAID HAYDEN 

•11 WILL T£RMINATE ON FEBRUARY 1;• STOP LAST YEAR SPORTSMEN PROTESTED 

AGAfNST MAKING THE GRAZING LEASE IN lHE SUMP AtLEGING THAT IT ENDANGERED 

BIRD llFE UNQUOTE. 

WORetSTER 

8r44PM 
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IN REPLY REFER TO 

' C:tu f 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

fule Lake Wild Life Refuge. 
Box 50 Merrill, Ore. 

June 9, 1 934 

Mr; William L . Finley, · 
Rt. 10, Portland, Ore. 

Dear Mr. Finley-

With reference t o your l etter of June 

3, 1 934. I will be very glad to assist you in obtain-

ing what ever pictures you require or desire from this 

vicinity.  I will be, quite busy the week of June 10, 

to 16 I could however meet you in Klamath Falls the 

night of June 17, to leave the next day for the Upper 

Klamath Refuge where I have a boat and motor and a 

fine nesting of Egrets. These birds are just starting 

to set, this is a new record I believe for this bird 

in my district. 

Please advise me several days in ad-

ve,nce if possible of your visit. The Avocet and Stilt , 

colony doing nicely. 

Very truly yo~s~!&---
#.11{. W~~ 

H. M. Worcester. 
U.S. Reservation Protector • 

. ! 
J" • 

J " .. 
{ 

tr ;. I ~ I 



T  E  L E G R  A M 

A.N.Pack, 11 M6rven Street, Princeton,N.J. 

Referring to letter May ~hird to Bell and Howell Company. 

Wixe if they are not sending Eyemo spools and other 

material. Must have time to get.order from Eastman. 

WILLIAM. L. FINLEY 

• 
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:?:Iio:r to tho constiuction o f Cle n:i: J ... ake Dan a n d the d ~velopmont of 
'~le~ lake as ~:. storage :resfnvoi:r i n connoction wit h t.}HJ Kl a math · 10-
j ect, the -qu_:roe.u of J~1cln.nat l on imrclrn.se d all of tho privately ov.ned 
ltmds ·,.111ith i n unii ho:rd.e:rL'13 0.1 -ihn luJre. .)uch o f +.het.Je lam1s as lie 
abov::i t h e rnaximno flow l Lie uf the lab~ ~ I'1 v.ith -+,ho connen t o f -the 
B11J'JJau .l,lrn.L1l::;f;oreci b.,• the /ore st .-:-ervlco ctl mg v.i th fo:rost a:r.flfl.S ad.-
j . cent thereto. The are a be l J~ the flowline, ~hen uncove1od by the 
summe:r :rec8ssJ0n o-!." W" ~ e:r, .i.s l~H' BfH1. t-o si o~h~.en :1'01 erv..:~in[" ~ii"Ct i'o:r 
the :r ~ising o~ !ozaco a!o~s. ~he c~sh rovPnues f.on thls s o u:rce fo:r 
the :pust :om. :rer.i:rt::: :.no 1!;'.i _,oll Yif.:l: 19~~ 1 - .:2099 . ~-·j; --~.52 - )1?2~J . 12; 
1 ~06 - .::::.:201.c,G; 10,A -·:,AC0.06. '.}o monies 1eceivod 8.!A e.:.:iplie(t a s 
a c1edi"t to tin co.1:·,+ruu1 . .Lo11 c h:-tJ'.L~es d11(1/n:r uosts o/ 1.}•e di ~)tric-1 s 
o.f f e ctocl • 

.i.Jo leases \,cne :~Lw; o~' t;h-'":S"1 i,._rnls 111lor +0 :;_:).Jl, 'rovoirfn, 1 unce s+oc k 
h(j.ll f:ree :.'C -'~'7.3 3 ~;o !1r; f'J'.~!.f:l::J J!H1 '·'. 3u:3 th:t"· rr:r.r}~.: .,:!_::.in·: 1 L9 we' 011 s 
ed!3·e, l n Lti1° 'J .~ ~, • .L '.lt'ir;1.,·i )~ i.hr. QioJ..;::·1e;..L ~)u 1l'•>v. to fenc o o:<=·i' that 
_po r t i o~1 C0'1"iOnly 1r:i.O' n. d:3 tl1e ·i,; r ·;,f1,'1e:tfJ ·[w .lr'lt'· 'L i 1 ~.-t ;;re i:OVi uu-
thorizet'l t;.,· 41w 1n c-;:.1~1 of .Ael'.1.-tlo. eontuin 1:· c:l lH'n -t_o the e·~·:rect 
thb.t IlO CI .:i.t;: 'ill 1J'3 ynr~i.i.i..t:!;\l bot-.noY.L '\ r_:_l l::,~ '-'·-.Lil ,T1~l,y lsi, the 
nesti113 ;i0ri"•.l oi' u.:_:r ,·,01., hi! ... :. J.-t ii, :i:ue tht1, ·_'Hi1...i.nr; <un.i.ng i:~ny 
)t3IiJd Jf !.,,_, .. 'kJ'. :~::'1u.,s tL" eCJ\1}1 .L'('.)'.:.U.i1~ ~.'OI [1P,f_,ii.n.r; ')i!(!.8, but 
the .;;nese,-:.i .11•el.;.c1: -~ .. : 1ic.:;i ~'J'.')"'::r- t'i.l.\) -to 'h«~ »011:'1 :.i.1h no rcBt:rlc-
t io11s ;is t,) ~·1·i'..;._,r t,i t·'?. 

i)ll>:' to .'i ~~1tCC!(::·Lil1).i c.i£' •X., .,c,._..._:~~ '1.0 . .,IJ1•3 .i..1. (,_. ' .. '=':'-! i:i.J~e f:.ti.8 Ie-
ceue<.J. :::,o r:~.'l.'lJ {}·i:i: f[_1•H·' .}•, .iO inj·t "nl·) H'if:~~ ... -,_:-::OU!lO.S in t}E1t 
vicini t;; · ..... i _,1 n·. (1JJ.,1 :.i l.-;.. .1<.1 ! iJ•! '(.t+ Ll. 1 • o  r ·'1 '.tl... n ~ ,._r~, i;orn:3 oi' "ore 
.;.b1,nuant I!li 1.1." .1L~ . ·r·1011 iV)!1 r,10. ~I?>l!'<1! .• ".. :t1;1 :u ., ·, • ~ : .. :c..::i..::ir1r:1.i.i011 ·3u1-
ea.u !J1io;ht -,~ .. :::11 •",t;1;Ji·1.i.1 .. ir111: !JJ, :.o-'!...11J.t' r:t.0.1Js1-tl(, __ f!~WJ the -~ioJ. o .c;i-
c~".l SUIV;-)J r.~.':J:p ..:1J.r1 ~T:!."'''~~,/ ;' 1~-~'" ~n,:.._0.1f.J< -+,~ 11.P b' t:1e1r~ foI tr1e 
0.[3'I88d 11)': J )f l1J'i "~~ll'} '· rl~ 1 },p 'l:'.V0,' , ;1;.l f1t1 ~·nrLj.J i_r~O -t;o ? .• 0l1C e trie 
c:ntire l:..i.--0 111 <1 • .;/ ~·'JI .i.01: -+'"!'~ ':'" .~· .!: 1 ·1 c;nr ... -L ... ·. ~ ·~:<.clu';;ion of ~~to c k 
, du<J :nov.:.;:.io:. lieL ... c; .. ·~cu~ .'11:. '.,:•)c: ..... 1..J..<1~· t·) '.t.;CO ti.O• •tte Y~in("e c~t ttle 
<·,;.l1."t s1'1ee4;. T'')l t }13 :>~ r:t;r~~1t .. J..o ~..,:t~ ·'" rJ~ ·~ i1)!J.t_, e ~ _ 1 1; n ~_:nxr;cl tha1,, v.ill 
e1JCOlll. ~·t; J~i~'=·~ : L l~.:i-f:J .. Ji~~· ..1 • fJ_~J\i ;;. 

· .. : .. t}1i.n ·t.t1 1~ "'u.1::; >L ' '!l 1•<1 <::"·. : ~) ;; 1 . .1'~. ,,(10 c.::--;'_ l1a'1 ~ 1 J(~0n dlke,1 off 
by 1-<:'Iic;l•i;1, 1 1:.L'.~ >r;:~ +') ro._, 1}rJ ;!'.: ~,.~c' ': )1l f.1:.elr J.nuBGS. 
'T'nis 10,t)({) ·.:.e.:. ~ >-1 '.;, 1i00,: r·1:cl. :>:• (1 !, t;~:rc. :rn'.,c:.1~ b .. 1' f; }· H~sl ( e;1t of 
th0: :.111i":; 1 ,,~ ~~:ti:;u. l 1~ . .!::~, )!~~.on n." ·r.fJ ·1.rn~i :~)o\,c, n~ ~ o tulPf.3 ,_,.nd 
l:CDC-~I f;l-.(3;::;,3 -'',H:'J .;''"!· Ir. o:n'r;:r T:) n1r~·eJli ibi:.; 10<,..V/ Melt o-:.· t.·:il:'s 
1:~nd i!I<:i.GS .:·ro11 l;olc,L'lr 1:r~e r:;· 1.:;..!'i!" :tlool•.8 .i....1 ],o:J .::\.:_,, ~r bucJ-- i.L:-1.c\ c'.rn~2-
1n.e: destruction ,>f ltl;·ei3, 11,··h · s -IF~B r qtA _::r _e"ic.' ;)'~ 11-if-; o:'f'ic e to 
set f i:re to tb~ f!'I )\~·"·]1 r:rio1 ; o the r:,; ~ 1ir1" 1'ir1.):.·-·. IIL·:;t_r:i,ul of por-
mi.ttL:ig all o.(' +11.o J'r-rnd v:.. .11,_c o:~ 1 h.i.:·: r"!c'.! i_r1 1 d f'O n:) .Ln SH10Ye, it b.i.S 
bG'Jn c ons.L...in:retl a1.1visttblo to Ll''Inii ttooL 10 :><J.v 1.1.,.•: 1'Fccl+ -the y could 
clu:dng the '>~ .i nto:r 1:10:1ths - Oetober l<:tti to ~'r;b!11.·n~ l•i-t:h -when tl.o:re 
could bo no nebi iIL[ D:C' b.ir1• s . .·10 Ol.:e ::icquaLit<hl 'H +,11 1)iru life \'.ill 
a:r-_~u e that the 1n e set1ce ; f !.'.t0cJ{ v.l thin th~ a:r: on. v. hr;n +he ice is stI on g 
enOuf.'1 to su, • 101+, tf:ern ( th.ey c~u..not exist t1Hne at ".1.!1;1 othP.r t ime) -
~ill unduly ~oles~ t~o birds. 

Fo::: t h e inf en, ,.,tion of .t ~ :r. Ji.:r~l B,J . I .ni ~ht sthte thnt nei the! ':"ule :Luke 
noz 0ppe:t Klarue.th L'.J.ke tiI G s uii,u.hlo t1estin13 a reas £'or hircts to an~r 
g roat extent for tho reu.son that (1u:rinc; the pe1iod when bi:rc1o t.no n est-
inc . the la:'re s ~:r 1~ :r l sine; Llpicll y d.ncl e;1da.ne;eJ: ine; the nests exc e vt 
those ) l aced well UJ on th~ d ikes. 
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Gre~test wate1f"ol nurseriRS on the Paci~ic co~ st 
regioil.S 

in the qlJ<aline lcike anci v.iu.e mar Dh ar oas of :;.outhorn 

ar.1.a ;;;. 1 . .3everal years of dry v~eather 10'11e:rec1 Uic 'c...te:r 

the.1.1 the su1.r.ounetinc r•onesteaders use,1 -rho b lance o:f: the 

wate:r to s:nea.cL over their lc,nds to ::_nocluco 1-1a;;-for stoc}-
of 

This l·'tncl surroundinG the a.lJ::t-;.line lakes is poor 

uality. ~ ith rilent,/ o-£ cooc.. soil in all parts oi tho 

uo1nt:::y tnef;e a:rec..s wer, of more V'.:tluo :':'or the fiesting and 

micratory flocks of ~ater ~vl. 

hG..Ve reve1teci to , hite 0tretches of' aH::i:.li cesert out on 

other sec~io. s ~ordes of 3rasshoprers t~tch out and 

~evour everythinG :reJn in si3ht le~vinB the w~ste as if 

poiso~'l ~L'l.LL aiu the far11P1 s L1 cteckint; t-he insect pest 

Decause the culls 8."lll o+,hor insect euf-ir:f l)iIClS have 

It se~ms a useless circl• to Jay farmer~ in some 

)l&ces to re~uce crops and help others on infertile soil 

tJ S'.J.lvt:J.e;e ::f!Oclucts '~he:::e tho rn:;tu:r:u.l :resources i:.l.IO of mo:re 

v~luq to the ~uhlic. 
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The state und feclere_l 11:t\''S :notect the::·e biHls. A 'Lan is 

ax:rested a:ncl fine('1 fo:r :killing o:nc out of cE"ason. Yet unto::.d thousands 

ure on tte ror>d_ to :'iw:1l disarpearance, an•,1 what can be --lore? 
I 

The wa te1 that fo:rrr~A r ly snppli8cl the ln'F"n s has spread out ove1\) 

other lands to ~reduce ha~ to raise moxe live stoc~. ~he eover~ment 

is pu~ing some fazme1s to produce less ; but in these recions crops 

a1e produced onl~ 8t the expense o:' t~e Jest:ruction of ereat nuturul 

Bee 1ed. "l:lJ fire. 



e .L1 b J1d0::r ·Jf Lower Ylamtt th :"~u,1rc, ana the no.r~Jrnrn br; rd er o-f Tu:_o or 

:n~ett .i..ake, .:;a.ch wintet ceason a::1d srtr1iing the so to the Sun ?rm1:-

cieco Litrlcets. 

r<?coro.s from _::ln.me hunters on ltelheu:r I ... ake thirty 

othe:r birds vve:re kllle 1 for 1 IJ.eir )l'm1es to SU"!?I>ly the mlllinor~,. 

These destr1ctive metho~s were stopped when Theodo~e Joos-

velt issued tv:o ~;:iecial .executive ~!Oclamu.tiorn~ in 1908, establ5-sh-

ine; these two vast wild fovvl nu:rse:ries t..s fecleral bird Iese:rvations. 

~ith all of their killlnc, tr0 mar)et and ~lw1e hunters 

never v1:r ought such havoc as c..s occu:r :reel tlu1 L:1,:: the .:_1ast fev-: ~,ears 

t.h,,m these great H!eas have com~letAly d:riccl up. lTea:rl~' a hundieJ and 

fifty thousand acres, incluc.linc +,v-o oi' the la:>:c-est 'f):reec.linc: and restin[\' 
13.r sr..e s 

:'.l_laceR fo:r v·u.t"Y f'o1i.l h/vA beAn (lAst:rn·,reC' rr·hesAi..we:r~ Cl'I~nt) breedin{" • - - CJ ..,, ..... - ' ~ ~-- :i -!. ~ - ' ~.. ;:,. ...; • u ~ • -J '- L,. .I -

pl~1ce s +-o:i:: "Tlalla:r d s, pintails, redheads, gadvval ls, ci.:maroon teals, 

9.Ud others. I~alheur Lake 1~8.S the f:! ea.test b:r 1-3ec1inc e:round wi thi.:'.l 

the borders of the u. s. fo! Canad~ cease. The marsh was fo1merly 
c. 

whit8 v1ith tfle n.8stine; rmltitucles o:: gu11s, ten~s, _;_)elic:airn, a.net 

there were coloni';S 0±' 4'«w1ica:.1 !3e::rets, blue he!o:1s, white he:rons, 

Fa:rs.11011<.~ C')rmorJ.nts, C'.1Spian, ?o:recte:::, a.ml hlacl< terns, ihts, and 

vario~s kinds of wadine birds. 

:-.,o,11e of +ne bi:rcl r111ltit.11cles hg,ve scatte:red. Hany others 

vve:re flyinz, about from 2lace to 1)lace witl'::. no .:.1ossible chance of 

nesti11c aml :r:ea:tint: th'3ir ~1ounc. 
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1he past unu , iesont policy of the Hoclamution Se1-
viaa of the H1pn.1 tment of the .lni e1101 in southo1n Oz er;on and 
no1the1n Califrnnia has been ve1-:; dcst1uo•·1-vo to 't"lilcl life 1e-
sou1ceE:1. 

·a1t of this oest1uction coMos from 01•lng up awumps 
and lakes, the a.ncestl al t es+ 1J1e, bzeeding u.n feeding uHHlB 
of ducks, Geese t..nu o-th~1 niexato1 ~ n.i.tox fowl. ~'his .uy be 
justifiod on the busis of level1ping ~1e im~o1tunt u,oe of 
la.act a. d wutet fo1 the public bonofi t -

n the othe1 hti..ml. nots not em-sent~· 1 to 11 Ii:" .tion 
and xeola!:."lation, thut show um eoesE:;a1y cleBtzuctio.n of ono :'ub-
lic 1esouxce in dovel!')pl.1.1e , ioth111. oannot be jus'ti:fiod. Clair" 
is IDi.:HH'~ that the 130lurod.tlon. ~) ')l Vice is 0ull t.;~ Of SU.Ch c..cts. 

The .• eclur. lltion Soxvice huu pxiozi ty 1ieh-t;s i l the 
develop:nant of ae1 ta.in l unn s und wntez s in the above montionea. 
ist1lct. ~ha ~iolo~iaal Curve~ of the Dopattoont of A51ioul-
tu1e has secOfl<1UlY liC'hts ln f iotectl l B tnd dnvoln:rin0 the v;ilo 
life 1 '3SOUI oes on the 1 n1it s tUlct wntez o of i,hi e cli Bt:r iot. 

r, 
eJ..t )l 

'I'hez e hus he .,n um1 nt !JI e 4e .. 'f: .Y'f? a lacfr of co-02 ctin t-
in the WOik Of these t~O feae1al DOfUitPe1ts both 
S.JOlldin LJU.blio funu.s. 

1·he acts of th(!} Bu:i:eu1t of •. nclt' utl.on hnve iullifiod 
the sexvice~ of he ·101o~ioul· ~u1vey. 

·.the Iasult h s beeu: 
--../ 

very e1 na t ···rntu1c+ ion of i\at o r :fOl"1l that aot~l 

been p1evontod. 
h!lVe 
I 

'2. hc:x e:fo! o ' e : eol the z i ght o: · tr o Biolor;ical "urve.,r 
ln p1ene1vi . vdlt fowl, c~lth<nist eeconrn.1:.r. sl:oul-bo ?ocor-
ni zed .• 

'!he ; .. i iona l : . esou:r c o s Boa1ci 8..1.Jf.ointo by F? eoL.• e.it, 
l.ooBevelt u C.dH +.;b11 t ntho!lt;, 'ieb od in him b.: the .iatio ul 
In ust1ia l Eocov·n:; i~ct 1> 1 ~ J...1od f\n .-h , full dHvelo1.r .. ont a ,;.d 
USO () !? l a m , ,rn.tel'. L.m r)f.hOl lfitUit 1 ICBOtUOOS .. Ol: he j~llhlic 

bener:t. 
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.'i31t. 1·01y . amo bizu.s euch ~ i, clucks, BOOBO t 1,,.. otha1 o 100-
ioa ~.1.xo !:l.. irnpottunt ru1.u1al ::rorou1ce Q:." the oou.ntIJ· 12.he., :re 
protected b., lm-;s in V-!:i.Ilous states. .J. eo b., tr~o ~.iezui.oz y 3izd 
'.i I eat~ w1 th 1.}· a,! a ,)f .i.ueust 16, 1916, the .. i c z Hto1:; Bild ~:1out~, 

ti.Ct ot {Tuly .:>, 1910, the :iB!L:.to1y 3i1d Co.nso1vation .• ct of 
l eb1uu1y lb, lSJ29 d. .lll t.he •• ig:r.ato:i:y .ild Hunting ..;trnnp act of 
• ~xch 16, l~>bt:~ .. 

The sui of .. ti, 500, 0(10 \'.a.a set aside l on en ly to pI ovi e 
feodine. b1 e<:J\Un" ,~nd x ~stinL ·~ z ens in V(i.:t lone : a! ta of the cout1-
t 1y. 

~ho ,on ,?e:':H::ion>1l ot o· .:azch 10, l<J..)4 tno·vi .ou fo?. the 
oo-01c ina1:ion of { lf:fexent :fodetal dep<~ltments in v ild fo11.1 con-
tiezvut 'on. 

'l'ho :reclmuat ion 111 o.ject s estublished in (1ii'fot ent Viestexn 
at~ttes 01n~t~d ?ese1vol1s O! la1cre bo las of 'M .. te1 some coobined 
with B . mp u 1 as ·hioh ~.a1a :r: ococnirrnd as u.dvantaeeous s~ .nctu zies 
fox wute1 ·owl. lfl ce:i:: to.in c:'S•H3, a.11 01 rn~1 ~a o:· those u! eao 
h!ive boon c:taatod by ~).;_1ecL1l .-.x.acmtive P1oolw·M ions ! s \ ild bi1d 
10301 vet lo s. S°h13 J>1 esiu antlt.l 01<te1 u es+ubli shi e those sunc-
tu:iriea :1ovide u.gninat the (1(H;t1mying of noats und ece;s 01 hurit-
ln~ 01 distu1bin~ blzds. 

'.·~01; ... e11!7 +,he et1atoe:ioaJ. fuctox in \Ht't.e:t .eo 1 eonsexvution 
on tho .... 'hoifio Cou.st HH3 the v :1.at stit1tchcs of ftlk:.dina la e und 
.n;;1.1 shes in southe1n O:t: egon rm northe1n Ct.l.i!.'01nia, l;;ing oid\'\ay 
in the llna of mig1bto1y fli~ht bet~oen ~he no1the1n bzeeding 
gr 01lt.1.ti s aml the southe1n win tel f0cdlng ei.1 ous. I l the fiI st :--luce, 
the m:.i.l sl-ieu fn1 ishe 1 J<'H.:rtin ~luces :ro1 Vet? lotHJ spocios of o..ucks, 
.eeso ~J.nd Wi.Clllfl" bl1ds ntlYe » t:t:e eBt. Ir t:he ::eo0nd f>l<.lce, 
the sh~.llov. V; .• te1e vo10 tho Iel::!ti 1e r d feet iilff ezotuids :fo:r my-
1i:.i1s )f Sl.uu1a, d1w¥s, saow g ,eno and tiffozont s•,ooies that 
d 1 o ppad il ~:r orn ~Jn 1.1~ g 1101 the In flic-ht. 

,.j, leu.\U () <ltt.U~l'J ln ,,,ho di f3U.f'I1e ,,It~nue Of V.t ... tin fov;l in ho 
'ost \HlS the o :i:y.iu.g nu o: theoe \'.atez a? OC:i.6· so .. o u1 o be in~ 1 os-
toxeCT : t tl-ie ~·1 oLO~.i.t.· tir•ie. '~'he _:eclui .. ~ t ion ,,01vico is in a 1.osi-
tlon Whal: e it 01. Bl CHl ly a.ld in tho incl eu.se Of \lwt el fO\~l. vOL.t\1 
I eso1vol 1 si t.oa u:r e im. ortt ut aB hilti fo11,1 mu se1ies. ..,,.u'.'",J, 
uioas v.he:i:e the ~.ai.e x is t11ul ~oc off the lunn a±:to1 iz1l,"'Htion 
pIOVhte foo 1 and hornos fo:r wute! -+"m 1. ·· 

n1e folloi."inr caBe i !'J pl eefJnted "nhe1e the :ioolc.mation 301-
vicA 'US ins't!tu::Cr t~l in ~ies-t.xo~inf"' a veI!' vri.luublo v.llc. fov.1 1a-
se1vation MO C!'3t ti r; .in it,:::i place a e?fWt :~..r.oun+ o:f uooloss land, 
a l..t:rge pad: of vi.hlch has boon loaded urmn um:.ua!1aatlng fnl?;4eta • 

... o .e1 Kl<.r'ltrU1 J.wrn, lyin ru1 ·l~r in C~;.li:"'o1nia und p 1 tly 
in 01cgon. «as catl ,ll "to thA ·oven11"!lont in 1904 a.nu 1905 too octive-
ly by the legislatu1e1:> 1).f t}"A'e tvi;o statea. ,~"! tte ti.Je, it '"ua 
th1:>u ·ht to be v·,luHr)J e foI :t eclu.r.ut1on .. 



-3-

On iueust b , 190b, :·1esi,1ont s:heo\'101e ~oosovelt issued a 
S eoial ~,xooutl ve t':r oolamntion (J:l~uting J,.o-.rn1 Yla.math lake into 
a wild bi1 1eso?Yt'l.tion. '.:.'his, of cou1se, \as subjnot to its use 
by the ~eolurna1ion Sezvlca. 

'he ~ ul e \~u.s a nn.tun:..l sm p :.:.:r.eu, belna the 10\'test pnit 
of' the 1':1armt.h Rt.sin. .~.ichty thouaunll aoif)S of shu.llow -..a.to1 and 
v ..... st. tule rrun shes nuoo it one o_ +.Lo 31outost 'ilc fo"l refugee 
in.·the United l·tatob. ~he· bu;i; ly <>f r.ntaz ca1'lo :fzol!: a channel 
le~din3 south f1om ~he ~ltmhth hivoz. ~ho ~n+oz flo~in~ in 01 out 
ke9t the lak and tho 11ve1 on the sarne lavol. 

l'.'ea1s ueo, c xe:ful examinations e1e oalle of tho soil in 
(:l.! <i :i1ound. tho bed of this 1..ik& bJ the ·opal n.on't of . g1ioultuze. 
-1. c. J . !Uibut, soil ex~e1t. !epo1ted that all eviuence poi ta· 
to the oonolusion that suoces~;ful ue1ioulttu:e cotild at be oa11ied 
Ol.l within the a1 ea of c' ea fl t ule !? o.t <>I \"Yi thin i,hc a1 ca fo?.ieI ly 
coveted b¥ \~ter. ~xve1iruents pxoved this to bo the cuso. 

In the :fuoe of those fuots, on novodHU M1, 1917, the 
~eclama.t ion .·ezvioa e,1te1ed luto a oont.:1not vi'ith a lu.nd p10 otion 
co:r: t•o.1 ti on called the .iUamath T li uinage ··1st1iot. A dlke was 
built u.cnoss the chm nel; l ecla.r.:iu.tion o ... 'f lciuls closed the gates 
cuttine off the watez 1 oru the i ldr1uth l i ve1. h ~1 the r~uke ux ied 
U}J by ~va~101ution. 

J..0\\91 Xlamath lake, tn OU dOO! IO~OUioe in i c -p!imltiVt1 
condition, ~·as t:u1( ed :fo1 lams now .:.Ju.Itly deso:i:te< anti pu1tly 
held by a destitute cluss of fa1rnexa. 

~ho follovlng cases .xe pleLontaa vhe10 ·he 1ocl~Lotlon 

Se-rvice is tiest10.lill{•, bi:i.tl li!.'e on fedeza.l '"ila fov.l 1oso1vutions 
as li xeetlt of anoptine a policJ ~hich is not onaentinl to suc-
.cess.ful i:t tig" tion ~ nd nrnltulation. 

Thle is a 1eol~mation 1eso1voi1 in southGin O?eeon. ~ 

lOition oi he i,~e ~uo set aGiao b~ eaecutiva 01dex as u wild 
fo-.1 tefu~o. ~Chis Su.~otmi.2zl is ~'ilostly Ol)en 'uto1 ~in tule p<.ltches. 
lt lso oo. tu.i a about :} , E~~O b.C!es of la.;.~1 P d n ... 1sh v.hich is 
ide: .. u fo1 foe{ling ancl 1ef;.;ti.na of i\ate1 fov1l. 

The •. eclan~~tion . e1v.ice hus leuse6 11 of this b1eed.ing 
~.llea to Btook ziet.l with no ?ost1iction 1u to t,ho nn bez of shoop 
arm ct.J.ttle t,1~t ca1 g:tuze OH lt. 

i<''J1 sevo:r,Al .,.e{.ls r>-ist, .:i: • .tl. r . '"oicostez, 
Jrotcato1 fax the Blolo~laal ~uzveJ. h~B ieroiteu tha 
is uastzuctive to bizu life. 

xeeo1vation 
} · s euoe 

1.the O')lltontion of tha Supe1int .n11ent of the i..ecl,~mtion 
Se1vioe in this l ist1iot sec _g to be thut 1·:u.zj.n, L, not re:r,mi tted 
u:r:i in-the :n')stlr ... rr so son of biICls nnct is tho:t~fo10 no't uest ~uo-
ti c. 
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"h facts m:e thnt bin\s m~ed natu1ol f)Iassos un.d plants 
fo1 food the e~me us sheep hn cuttle. ~hoy inst havo oov I fo1 
nesti 1rr ~Jlaoes. ~he livestock t1ar1~1ine thzoufl'h those uieu day 
a.fte1 day 'est1oy oo+,h th'3 :f'oo1J and nost,inr: si tos of v.ato1 fO\~l .. 

rrhe snrn of mo.noy 1 oaol ved h:,i t;he .. eolc.unn.tion .;e 1vico f 01 
e 1azine 1ir; lts on this sanc·tua1y uoe a not com;.o w te f.'01 the -
amount of oest1 ction. Sup!)l~fing e1hr.incr ''cuuits to stocR mon io 
not a. so'l:'Vlce a~;sentit.:ltl to i:nication 01 teolamo.tion. 

la 1912, when I 1ade d suxve~ of bl xC liJe on Cleuz L·ke, 
it m1s ~ bt>l\Y of wo.te1 tlrnut oi,_ ht nliles uc1 Ot.38 01.rnt \11d west and 
st1etchad noxth anu south fo1 ten 01 t v .. lv~ ni:Les. In ho tule 
putches 01:;.1 the ruouth of ·a11ow ,zeek vvo:te l t zeo nu11he1s of ~oat­
e:rn {Jl Hbe~and Fo1 ste:t' s te1ns aesting. On 'the i sh.nus in he lake 
wore colo~1ie:J of gulls, pelic!i s. coxr 01un s , eto. I\11 U!OLtnd the 
bordo1 of the l,1ko ~\'..l.S nu u:r:'" l plant li:f~ whe1e o iffoI cnt svecios 
of ducks (j.mi nk.my Ctina.cl~ ge~se we1e nestiae. 'Ihe sage h1ush a.:t: us 
a1ounn the bo1do1 we1a hbuni 'l4 t h10<-nine; ;,lacof:l ~01 Sl'J.['.'e he11n. 
The valu13 of this st.110tu~ I:i laJ· in. the m. ber 1J.f.iCl vutiet,;; of bi:rd 
life u~1u its ctistunoe fl'1)DJ ~ .. ny s.t~led <.1oa . 

Cloa1 :aka lies .i.. 'O\lOo Count~ . no1thEnn l!t..lifo1 iiu. 
Ap1il 11, 1911, it "His est:...bli1:;hed as u. fedo1al wiln life :r:o:!.'uge. 
'!he :. eola.m~tlon 3e1vlce built a <lam a.c1oss :ioot ... i vo1 ut the out-
let o:f tho lake. 12: he i';ate1 hu.<:> 1 ooed etl ~·en:r by J ,u:x. A d.i tch v:as 
lu3 b ok f1om the dam to d u:i. o_f ?Joie vute1, u.nu thie now extends 
sevexul miles f10 .. u tho aL, onlj' <• et all r>o:ttion o f the full lake 
bed 1emulning. 

~~ hQ v.:::i.t~? lovel o! 0 lda.I Luke his lla!ln l1n~o10ti to tho 
11 .it so that at )Jesen~ i s uso fox 111iebtion hua llttle value. 
,s the ~ato1 s l8C9~ed wlthin tho bOJU918 Of tho I9fUGB. Veteiation 
oovo1 ... o the 1,-d fu1 1ishin~ eood nestinr o.nd tt"eedinr n.:t eae fox 
J uoks, aoose and ibthex b11 ds. 

1.i:he IJOlicy of the .i.~ccl~ 1~.t:ton ~~01vice then 01eateu ht.voe 
v-wi thin the su.nctu,:.ny. ?he nncove:i:ecl lamtB weze leased to stock 
me . ~oax leaSRS wexe slgnad tu1nl1~ ove1 14,180 acres of 1te bast 
THUts of Clel.? fatke 11ose?vui·ion. :.'he ~vo1ac:o p1lce 1oocivod b.1 
the ~1 ecltcmati on ~;01 v lee \H.i.S 22.f pet acI e lJCI :;on.1 .. 

: 1u1 inu the bz eP,<1.tn~ sonsor1. _~loc:n~ o:f Bheop not only 
g1uzad off the n~tu11 1 veget1 tion but ~lso nastxo~ad tho nests of 
bitus. ?hfJ;i' t1amp~hl th1ough colonies of to:r:n.s um1 culls, killi.no· 
tha n.estli lBS· -

.. iovins han\ls of sheer> h~·ve ae..,,t:?oye\l la1ee nunbe:rs ,of 
sat.~e hens, u tU sa.::JIH~·t:t in::-B;Arnies. L1. ··•01 cnsteI, tho \'\> ·1 (oh\ in 
cboi1ge, oou.~1ted app10.xlu.a.tely a thousami. sueo hens in ona uo bo-
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fo1e it ~us 6lu3ed. Latex aft 1 it hru1 be n eiven ove1 to sh e1 • he 
counted only fifteBn bi?de. 

To p1evont fu1the1 riestzuction of bi! d life on this iefu~o. 
the Bioloeica.l Suzvey const:n1cte<l fences u.c1oss points of land neaI 
the lake t o lrnep shee ~.> ~ .. 111. cuttle ·HMY fl oi. 1 e1~1a.ining bi:t d colonies. 
lo.side the fenoes wus p1~nt:r of 1t.:.tm:r. .. l vecetation; o 1 thf) otheI eido 
~ns a bul?en w_ate wit h acb1cel~ a bl ~e of g1ne&. 

~>u:i: ine th~ vtrnt su1mne1 while 1h .. eolamatlon ~exvico has 
oe'3n xeceivi B .oone;, fo! e 1azj_11e loascs arw dest1o;lng bizHs at 
Cloa.1 Lake, the ~3i'>lo5ictAl 3u:r.vfly h .. ~13 been t-Jpen<1ing ''c1. n1al ft nc s 
to coase:rve bilU!h ~:he :1edo:ri~l ·,a.1•ie.a, : ·1. o:xcesto1, trned.. !>6GO.O · 
ln buill inc Ji~ht miles of ne'"' fonoo in an f:fo1t;, to i.u.J..i:e n i.ro1tion 
o::· this si...nctua:r.;,· sufe ::or biI\lS. 

his is a dofinlto Ct.if:le ·,heI G "the uote of o.t e dep..1.ztrie t 
1yf cove Hime.at nul if'ies the 0::·1·01ts of ar o'OrnI ~:ranch o!' ea1v ice. 
v,l1en th~3 :'ede:t a l .:,,a,, pl ov i<ies fo:r. co-opo:r atlon in lld :fo"l co~1-
::.01vution. mothtn ouao na:r ho oi te\'\. 

~:ule Lake in no1the:xn Califoznia was fo1me?l!' a. bo( y of 
w9te1 about twelve 01 fifteen miles long and ten OI eleven miles 
~lde. The west side of the whole no1thexn bo1de1 was a vast tula 
ma1sh a .. d a na.tu1a.l wildfowl ntii:rse1y. Thia was ta.l en ove:r by the 
.:\aclamation Sexvioe. l"'he · no1thexn pa1t was dyke\.t and hus been taken 
u1 by settlexs. The southo:rn half, o.bot.tt 65.000 acnes, was deaignated 
as a aumry a1ea. becmrne it is the lowest level of the basin and. is 
needed as a d1ain to let the wate1 1un off the no1thetn pazt afte1 
i11igati!l8• 

App1oxiuataly ten thr>usand aczas in tho centot of thJ.s 
eumn a1ea v.as set 5Si•io b~ :Ptesid.ential }?1oclamation, aml is ¥novm 
as he Tule Lake ·11ild Life Refuee. 

The po1manent settle1s ooou1')ying tho no1the1n pazt of ~'ule 
Luke hol1.tthoi:x lands subjaot to a. conet1uction oha1ge foI (larns. dykes, 
etc. o::'. about .;90.00 ~e 1 ac1e. ':'hP-bulance of the lant'l in the sump 
a.1ea on the east, south, an~l west sires of tl:o wildfowl xefuge is 
leaaeti to fanna.1 s unde:i: £1 ve ;Tea.I oontxaots at an ave1a{!e of about 
,tt.60 ·1e1 ao1e pe1 yea1. C10.~)s of hay uml g1ain axe p1oduoed on 
this gove1nment 1 d. 

~he xefuge itself is 
>atches of tule 01 olub xushas. 
0.01 heast co?ner i s above wa.te1 
0 1 eeding a.1 ea f'o 1 duck.... eee ae. 

a laxee open body of watex with many 
1i.. sr11all p~ut of the iafue-e at 'the 
level and is n. valuable feed.in~ and 
a.nct wadine biI<i s . 

Eve thrmgh the aeolamatio i 3e1vice is leasine out gov-
e1ninent lands on thxee sides of the iefuee. they began in 1933 to 
lease this ~Iea i thin tha sanctua.t!{ to stockmen.. For "· 1ent~.1 of 
.,,:250.00 pez ;·oax oattle we1e;tu1nerL into tho xefnge. The meadow 
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land was cut up and txamped, dest1 oying the food and nostirl{; oove:r of 
·,ate? fowl. The :revenue ieoai ve(i wa~ small, the dunu1ee to bl1d life 
la.Ige. 

'.ith the d1y.ing up of many lakos t:t1oue;h southe1n 01egon, 
the ooncent1ation of ducks tmd ..,.eese a1om1d Tule Lal<e has incneased. 
l'ho xefuge should be onlt'.:r[Sed to :fu:xnish :foocl fo1 those bi1cu3. 

Inf·tea('i o.r :Loa.sing .li.s or.n lan.ti.s to f'a1 •. e1s to ir.i.cnoaee 01ot 
p1oductioa, the ~~·)ve1n~ . .l.·~.;.1~ !::honlcl t .. " e these landB ln the oum:p a1ea 
out of 1n:odu.ctior: ,,, tc1. r:ml-< _. Etn a<le(Jua+e aanotuax:.r fo1 biids. 

~b~ 3ecliunat.lo!: Sa1,rlca h.~£' 1€?af.le<l :i si~a.11 aa1eut;fl of lund. 
1~1 in betwee1 'O:.~ t~·o ohUJi.ieJD ,')f ~.or;t :;:.'VuI atjoi:iillG the zefuga on 
tho No1th. Chis 1;<:.s e~a.ro!)J t-ud ~1ms rrnellnd aa -:1. nn~ti.n;; cionnri. Tr ... in 
swam, land to5r-:t. PI v,ith about t!li:ti .. ~· rio1B .. <;Hrn v;;..!~ 11?ae(:ld ,!";)1 )Ol-

iod of five :,re.J.:r :: 1 ) t wtookman st a yoc;.! ly :~it:::i ·!;.l of .,,lbO. oo. 

An island O.t. twalve uo:~s in :"Jost !ii rnl \~fu~ :]. fu'POZ ble neBt-
in;:- o.1aa for dude~ ti.;-.:.ct gtH~L·1'. ..,; '-H.b eo;)oci:::..1 .. CJ.e~dzc.t.b1\~ du?in~ the 
·inte1 Sd· sou o. ncr.:oun-t: of ·va~i:u1 sy-1:.rJ.nfJS ~bov~ :hut l'c~ t the zive:z O•len 
and f1ee f 1om loe when otha:r: wut"JI u:ceas ~lO~H~ u.:;. ~~housands1. of ducks 
and geese fleCtuentod thia ::_>lace to feed f ci 111s·t. 

iiec;iu:dless o~· i ... !: vu.ltH to ~;.uter.:ov.:.., 't.i~!l .~cclb.mtttioii. 301vioe 
leased it fo1 ..;r:u .1;() to tt ..lU?:;. who tuul!l<' in hoir,o i,; ) cloa41 off the 
vee;etd.tion and c•)ve1. :'ho less•!o ln tu?n !w.s co .tactod s1:;01 tsIQAfl at 
l.lums.th .:.l't;.lle i\l-+:it u ;no1ositJon to Hl-lo~.~ce this u::.i:eu. i,) a hnat~nc 
club fO! ~lOOPOO. 

In oonc liu:-iO~i, t;h' .n1 au o c- Joe larr:tttlon coul\1 r;x ~.H!tl:/ ~aei st 
ia wil~ foi\l rii oteotion 5.nu ::: e sto:i: atio:1 b:1 oancellin ~ the!Je 1 as1os ana. 
sto~)ping ~he gin.zing of livestock " ilclfowJ. 1~se1vatio(ts. Jeolruna-
tlon 01ficials ill +ho JOti.mn.th ui<' ".!let 1.n.ve !~1or10ted the uses '.o:f" land 
b.nd. W!l.te1. but· h"i.vo been nr.ulindf111 11:" J•r: !J!01,oot:ton an(1 tlav1 l()phmnt 
of wildlife lesou1cos. 

\ 

\ 

\ 
\ 
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. I RECLAMATIOM IN THE KLAMATH DISTRICT 

• AND ITS EFFECT OM WATER FOWL 

by 

William L. Finley 

Duxing the late 90's maxket hunte1s oa11ied on a p1os-
pe1ous business along tha 01egon-Califo1nia boundaty at Lowex 
Klamath and Tule Lakes. The xeootde of the Game T1ansfex Com-
pany in San Fxancisco showed that one hund1ed and twenty tons 
of ducks we1e shipped to maxket fxom this 1egion in one season. 
The passage of state laws in 01agon and Califo1nia stopped this 
tzaffic. 

Today the 1aoo1ds show that the Bu1eau of Reclamation 
of tha Depa1tment of the Inte1io1 have killed fax mote wate1 
fowl than all of the maxket huntexa co~bined because they have 
dest1oyed the vast bxeeding, feeding and zesting axeas. 

Without doubt the Reclamation Sexvioe has gxeatlY. in-
01eased the p1oduotive agxioultuxal land in this distzict,(but 
it is a se1ious question as to whethe1 the ozops will eve1 pay 
the big oosts of dams and ditches. some pxojeots in the dist1iot 
have been destxuotive when we oonsidez the beat publio use of 
land. wata1 and othex natu1al resou1oes • 

. 
A study of Reclamation wo1k as oa11ied on by the P10-

jeot Supezintendent of the Klamath distziot shows the following: 

1-This De~a1tment of the gove1nment has dxied up 
swamps and lakes, 0011alling the enti1e wate1 supply with the idea 
that all land and watet uses axe fox one pu1poae only. 

2-The wild life zesouzoea belonging to the people as 
a whole have not bean pxoteoted , but have been destxoyed. 

3-The1e has been an uttex lack of 0001dinating the 
activities of the Reclamation Sezvioe of the Depaztment of the 
Inte1io1 and the Biological Su1vey of the Depa1tment of Ag1i-
oultu1e. The fo1me1 has been in dominant oont1ol. dest1oying 
~~souxoes ent1usted to the p1oteotion of the latte1. 

4-With the pxastige of the govexnment behind it, this 
Depa1tment has played the double xoli of land shaik and land 101d. 
Some land is sold outxight to fatmeze at axozbitant p1ioes. 
Othez azeas aze leased to fa1me1s at low p1ioea, 01eating an 
unfaix competition in c1op p1oduotion. 

~et ue take up va1ious p1ojects in the Klamath distziot 
and see how these have been handled by the Reclamation Se1vioer 
Have they been managed to develop the full use of land, watex and 
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othel na.tuxal 1eeouxoes, 01 has it been a oommexoialized 1egime 
of selfish land enginee1s? 

LOWER KLAMATH LAKE 

Unde1 the mistalcen idea. that Lowe:r Klamath Lake should 
be d1ied up and made into ag1ioultu1al land, the state legisla-. 
tu1es of 01egon and Califoxnia deeded this alea to the fedezal 
fjovezrllilent. Appxoximately $283,000. was spent by the goveuumnt 
on the Lowe1 Klamath Lake P1ojeot. Ca1eful examinations weze 
made of the soil in and a1ound the bed of the lake by the Dep-
a1tment of Ag1ioultu1e. D1. c. F. Ma1but, Soil Expe1t, 1epo1ted 
that all evidence pointed to t ha conclusion that successful a.g1i-
cultu1 e could not be ca.11ied on within the a.1ea of deep tule pea1:; 
01 within the a1ea. fo1me1ly oove1ed by_wate1. 

August 8, 1908, P1eaident Theodoxe Roosevelt by Spe,-
cia.l Exeautive F1oolamation o:reated Lowe1 Klamath Lake into a 
wild bi1d 1ese1vation. This, of cou1se, was subjeot to its use 
by the Reclamation Se1vioe. With the complete knowledge in hand 
that this a.lea was not good fox ag1ioultu1al land. but appa1ently 
with the sole idea of getting back the money expended on this 
useless pxojact, the Reclamation Sexvioe sold out to the Klamath 
Dtainage Distxiot which was a land pxomotion scheme. This co1-
po1ation has no connection with the Klamath Ixtigation P1oject 
sustained by the watexs of Uppez Klamath Lake. 

The watex of Klamath Bive1 was shut off f1om flowing 
into Lowex Klamath Lake and the Lake d1iad up by evapozation. 
This also d1ied up White Lake an a.1ea to the east of Lowez Klam-
ath. 

Lowe1 Klamath Lake Rase1vation oontai~about 85,000 
aoz es of shallow watex and vast tule ma.I shes and \;a.a the anoes-
ttal b1eeding, feeding, and resting plaoe of myziads of ducks, 
geese, and othe1 wate1 fowl. The fedexal eovexnment made a sez-
ious blunde1 in dest1oying.one of the gxeatest wild fowl xefuges 
in the Uni t .ed States and tu1ning ove1 a vast section ·Of ve:xy 
poo1 01 useless ag1ioultu1al soil to unsuspecting fa1mexs. The 
fedetal govexnment should tight this w1ong. 

Anothe1 se1ioua blundet that may be la.id to the Reclam-
ation Sexvice in this dist1iot was tying up the watez Iights of 
Klamath Rivex and Uppex Klamath Lake in two oontzacts with the 
Califoznia-Ozegon ?owex Company. Although the Reclamation Se1-
vioe admits that the1e has nevex been a sho1tage of wate1 in 
Uppe1 Klamath Lake even in the dzyest yeaxa, yet none of this 
wate1 could be used to flood an a.tea to conse1ve wate1 fowl. rt 
oa.n only be used £01 i11igation and powez development. 

Yea1s ago Geozge Chambexlain, Gove1no1 of 01egon, said 
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the 01egon Lagisla._tu1e would neve:r ha.ve passed the necessaxy acts 
giving the gove1nment oont1ol of this watex if it had known the 
Depaztment of the In.te1io1 would tu:tn the powex development ovex 
to p1ivate pa1ties. 

Uppe1 Klamath I.1ake. 

A po1tion of Uppe1 Klamath Lake was set aside as a wild 
fowl 1efuge and placed unde1 the supe1vision of the Biological 
Suzve; of the De~1a1tment of Ag1ioultu1e. Since ou1 wate1 fowl 
aze pzoteoted by state and fede1al law, and we a1e bound by a 
t:rea.ty wl th Canada to conse1va mig:rato1y bi1ds. this a1ea should 
be a sanctua1y whete bi1ds could at least bieed undistutbed. 

It is taken foz g1a.nted that unde1 the law the duties 
of the Beolamation Se1vioe pe1tain~enginae1ing. ca1e of dykes and 
dams, and the details of fn1nishing wate1 to vazious lands. Why 
should this De'l')~utment act as J.a.ndlo?d in lea.sine out to stookmen 
a1eas within a fedenil wild. bi1d 1ese1vation when this dest:roys 
wateI fowl and is a di:reot violation of the 1ulee a.."ld :regulations 
of the Biological Suxvey of the Depa1tment of Ag1ioultu:re? 

Foz sevaxal yeazs past Hz. H. M. Wo1oeste1, Resezvation 
P1oteotox, fOI the Bioloe1oal Su1vey , has xepeatedly 1epo1ted 
not only the lack of p:roteoting watez fowl, but the unneoessazy 
dest:ruction of bi:rd life :resulting the tactics of the Beolam-
ation Sexvice. ~ 

The TJppe:r Klamath Refuge ambxaces o·pen wate1, tule 
patches, and about 5520 ao:res o'!. land a.nd. ma:rsh whioh is an ideal 
nesting a.1ea. All of this b1ecding fpo11nd has been leased out 
to stoa~.rm.en with no last:clotion as to the numbet of sheep and 
oattlefcan gi:aza the aiea. While pxovision was ma. .. 'la in the 
lea.sea that g1a.zing 1ivas not :pe1mittad du1ing ~he nesting season 
of bi1ds, yet dest1oyins the oov01 of natu1a.l g1assea and :plants 
dest1oys the food and nesting places of bi1ds. 

The sum of money zeoeived by the gove1nment fol g:razing 
on a wild fowl sanctua:ry does not compensate fox the amount of 
the deat1uotion. 

Cleaz Lake. 

This was oxiginally a laxge body of watez in Modoo 
County, no1the1n Califo:rnia.. The Reclamation sexvioe built a 
dam aozoss Lost Rlvei at the outlet of the lake. 

In 1912 when I investigated this fedexal zefuge, the 
wate1 was paxt way up on the dam, the lake was about eight miles 
aoioss east and west, and about ten miles st1etching nozth and 
south. In the tule~ patches neat the mouth of Willow Cieek we1e 
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laige numbexs of weate1m grebe and Foxstex's te1ns nesting. On 
the islands in the lake we:re colonies of gulls, -pelicans, 001mo:r-
ants, eto. All axound the bo1de1 of the lake was no.tu1al plant 
life whexe diffexent speoies of ducks and many Canada geese we1e 
nesting. The sage b1ush a1eas axound the bo1de:r we1e abundant 
b1eeding places fo1 sage hens. The value of this aanotuaxy lay 
in, the numbe? and va1iety of bi1d life and its distance fxom any 
aEfttled a:r ea. 
I 

Fxom the beginning the cont1ol of this a1eatgove1ned 
by\ the Beolamation Se1vice,showed no intexest in bi1d life. The 
co~1se of yea1s has piled up an appalling deat1uotion. Pa1tly 
oq ~ooount of dxy seasons the wate1 in the lake bed ieoeded. As 
i~ g1ew less the Reclamation Se1vioe ~uilt a ditch to dtaw off 
m,o1e wate1. This ditch now oxtencts sevelal miles fxom the lam 
/,~o meet the 1emainin,s wate1 in the laka. The lake has been 
19we1ed un1iil at p1esent it is only a small po1tion of the full 
Lake bed in 1912. 

J 

If the continued lowe1ing of this lake came fxoro the 
demands of :fa1me1s fo1 wata1, the demands a1e now much g1eate1 
as the supply is about exhausted. ~~he wate1 level ha.a been 
lowe1ed too much and the condition of the aountxy affected .. 
Sinoe the1e is no su1plus , why d1ain the xesexvoi1 to tho dange1 
point? 

This is only a pa1t of the stoxy of Olea1 Lake Reeexva-
tion. As the wate1s 1eceded within the bo1de1 of the 1efuge 
a va1iety of vee;etation oovexed the land fu1nishing abundant 
nesting and feedine a1eas fox duoks, geese, and othe1 bi?ds. 
Then the Reclamation So1vioe began leasing these aieaa to atook-
me,p.. 

U1. Wo1oeate1'e 1epo1te give the details of fouz leases. 
s(Yme xunning fox seve1al yea.Is, oove1ing 14.120 aozes of land 
9n the best psxta of CleaI Lake Rese1vation. This land is leased 
to cattle a..~d sheep man at an ave1aga ~xioe of twenty-two cents 
~ ex ao1e pex yea?. 

1 Gxazing bands of sheep have not only eaten off the nat-
~1al vegetation on this wild fowl aanotua:ry, but thoy have t:ramped 
out the nests of bi1ds. They have txa.mped th1ough oolonies of 
te1na and gulls, killing the youne bitds. Du1ing the past season 
one colony of eulls have nested on a little knoll six 01 eight 
miles a~ay fxom any watei. Having no pzoteotion heze, it looks 
as ' ~f all the gulls in this a:t ea a.le likely to be dest1oyed. 

3oving bands of sn~ep have dest1oyed la1ge numbe1s of 
( 

sage hens. In one place whe1e 'oxoeetex counted app1oximatoly 
a 1 ~housand sage hens, afte1 the a1ea had been gxazed by sheep 
he ,'8'C1.xveyed the same Iegion and oounted fifteen bi1ds. 

While these depxedations have been going on, the Bio-
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logical Suxvey has been spending publio funds employing wa1dens 
to pxoteot bi1d life on fedexa l zefugas. They have conatzuoted 
fences a.ozoss -,oints of land in an effo1t to keep cattle and sheep 
fxom destxoying the few 1emaining bixds. The photogzaphs that I 
took on Cleal Lake Refuge show natuzal vegetation on one side of 
ihe fenoe as a p1oteotion to bixds. The othex side of the fence 
is a ba11en waste with soa1cely a blade of gxass. 

At the pxesent moment the Biological Su1vey haa some 
fifteen men tkat woxk on Clear Lake Rese1vation oonstxuoting 
eight miles of fenoe in an effoit to save the bi.Id life. Up to 
date $2760.00 of fedexal funds have been allotted fox this pu1-
pose. 

Cleax Lake Besexvation was cleated by the Pxesident of 
the United States to p1ese1ve bitd life. A man may be a11eated 
and fined fo1 dietu1bing 01 destzoying wild bi1de, theix nests 
and eggs, undex the Iules p1esoxibed by the Secxetaxy of Ag1i-
cultu1e. Yet the Reolamation Sezvioe can thwa1t the pzoclama-
tion of the P1esident by leasing a wild life sanotua1y at twenty-
two cents pe1 ac1e and dest1oy untold numbe1s of piids. 

This is a cleax oase of one depa1tment of the govexn-
ment nullifying the effo1ts of anothe:r: depa1tment whose svtoxn 
duty it is to pxotaet these wild life 1esou1oes. 

Tule Lake. 

hen I oxuised acxoss Tule Lake in 1908, it was a body 
of wate1 about twelve 01 fifteen miles long and tan 01 eleven 
miles wide. It was supplied by the wate1 of Lost Rivel ente1ing 
f1om the Wo1th. It wi.11 be 1emembe1ed that Lost Bive1 was the 
outlet of Cleax Lake. The west side and the whole no1the1n bo1-
de1 was a vast tule ma1eh and a natu1al wild fowl nu1se1y. 

This a1e was taken ovex by the Reclamation Se1vioe 
and is now handled~ a division of the Klamath P1ojeot. (~his 1e-
fe1s to UppeI Klamath Lake, not Lowe1 Klamath.) The wk.X• no1tln.-
e1n paxt of this axea is good agxioultuxal land, i11igated f1om 
the Uppe1 Klamath, and has been taken up by settle:xs 1n oompa1a-
tively small txaots of about fifty 01 sixty ao1es. The southe1n 
pa1t, about 65,000 ao1es, was designated as the sump axea and is 
held by the Reclamation Se1vioe. This is the lowest level and 
is needed as a d1ain to let the wate1 zun off the noxthezn pa1t 
afte1 i11igating. 

Appxoximately 10,000 ao1es of this sump a1ea lying in 
Siskiyou County, Oalifo1nia, was set aside by Pxesidential Pxo-
clamation and is known as Tule Lake Wild Life Refuge. 

The policy of the Supetintendent of the Reclamation 
Se1vioe of the Klamath Dist1iot is olea1ly shown in th+iWiiiilag 
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of the publio lands in the Tule Lake axea. This ia designated 
as the Tula Lake Division of the Klamath 111igation Pxoject. 
lt xeaeivee wate1 th1ough the main canals 01iginally built fo1 
the Klamath .P:xojeot. While the cost of these main oanals was 
oxiginally assessed against the Klamath I11igation P1ojeot, when 
the Tule Lake Division was added these lands took up a good paxt 
of the assessment. 

The settle1s on the no1the1n pa.It of ·the Tula Lake a1ea 
a.1e oa11ying gove1nment costs of d dams,dykes, eto of $90.00 
pe:x acxe. They also oa11y the oost of f"u:rnishing wateI fox 11-
xigation, which, a s  I xaoall , ?uns a.bout $1.50 pe? acxe peI yea1. 
With expenses of imp:rovements and fa1mine, these homesteade1s 
a1e ca11ying a load that is not likely t o be lifted by the p10-
ducts they p1oduoe on the land. 

The balanoe of the land in the sump axea on the east, 
south, and west sides of the Refu3e is hold by the Reclamation 
Sezvice and as landlo1d it leases t his land to fazmexa undex five 
yeax pe1iods at an avexage of about 2.00 pe1 ao1e pez yeaz. The 
lessee oonatxuots and maintains the neoessaxy dykes to watet his 
land, but he can pump his i11igation watei f1om the sump without 
ohaxge. These leased lands p1oduce similax oxops of equal value 
to those lands owned by the settlets on the tto1th who axe undex 
the buzden of a big federal debt. 

The Reclamation Se1vice has 01eated a bittex conflict 
between the xesidants on the Nozth who own thei1 land by assum-
ing a heavy fedexal debtt and the lessees on the south. The 
settle1s on the nozthexn half feel they have shouldeted an ex-
cessive cost fo1 the main canals of the Klamath Dzainage Dist1iot. 
The lessees on the south ale ca11ying no such load. The Reclama-
tion Se1vioe has the1efo1e oxeated an un:faix competition in 
01op pxoduotion. 

If the Depaxtment of the Inte1io1 wants to take faxm 
lands out of p1oduotion, hex e is the place· to do it. Let t he 
Hee lama.ti on Be1vioe aaase leasing 1 ts goveznment-owned land to 
fa1ma1s at a low 1ental because these oompete unfaizly with othe1 
fa1me1s oa11ying a huBe load of debt incu11ed by the Beclamation 
Se1vice. 

The1e axe actual oases, I was told, of fa1me1a in the 
Tule Lake Division who a1e paid by t h e goveznment not to p1oduce 
ce1tain 01ops. On the othex hand, the gova1nment is leasing its 
own land a mile 01 so away at a low p1ice so fatmezs oan pxo-
duoe these same ozovs. 

This is a conflict known by 1esidents of n0Ithe1n Oal-
ifoxnia and should be ooxxected beoause of the bitte1nesa a1oused 
against the govexnment by suoh inconsistency. Whethet this polioy 
01iginated with the P1ojeot SUP.aiintendent at Klamath Falls, 01 
whethex it is a genexal polioy of the Beola.mation Se1vice, I do 
not know, 
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The Tule Lake Refuse is not la1ge enough fox the pu1-
po se fo1 whioh it was 01eated. Duzing the mig1ating season the 
duoks and geese have to feed on the sua1ounding lands. Each 
yeax Mx. Wozoestet gets many complaints :f1om the lessees and 
the goveznmant has to putchasa ammunition to dtive duoks and 
geese f1om thei1 fields. The whole sump a1ea should be a wild 
life iefuge to take the plaoe of othe1 swamp and lake axeas des-
t1oyed by the. Beolama.tion Se1vioe. The fedexal goveznment al-
zeady owns this land. It should be taken out of cultivation in 
faixnese to fazme1s on the no1the1n half who a1e txyine to make 
a living. Why should the gova1nment act as landlo1d and lease 
these lands when they a1e ot mo1e value to the publio in p1e-
sa1ving ou1 wild life 1eso111oes? 

Let us look at the pzeaent conditions at Tule Lake Re-
fuge. Thexe is quite a lazge open body of wate1 with many patches 
of tula 01 club xushes. especially axound the bo1dez. These 
floating tule islands so-called, aze good nesting places fo1 
ceztain vt.Uieties of wate? fowl, but othaxs nest on land in nat-
uxsl vegetation neat the watez. A section of land along the nozthern 
bo1de1 d~ the Refuge is above the wate1 level and is a vexy val-
uable bteeding plaoe fox duoks, geese, and wading bizda. It had 
a good g1owth of gxass and plant life. 

Even thouBh the Reclamation Sexvice is leasing lands on 
th1ee sides of the Refuse they began in 1933 to lease this land 
within the Refuge to stookmen. Fox a zental of $250.00 stock 
weze tu1ned in on the Refuge. The meadow land was cut up and 
tzamped and the na.tu1al food of duoks and geese dest1oyed. Thia 
small amount of zavenue in no way compensated fox the damage 
done to biid life. 

In addition to the above damage, the Reclamation Se1-
vioe leased a small aoxeage of land lying between two channels 
of Lost Rivet adjoining the Refuge on the Ho:z:th. This was 
swampy and should have been kept as a nesting gxound. This, with 
a tzact of thixty some aoies, was leasod fox a pe1iod of five 
yea1s to a stookman at a yeaily 1ental of ~180.00. 

An island of twelve a.oxes in Lost Rivel ~as a ve:z:y favo1-
able nesting e.:raa foI geese a.nd duoks. It was espeoially de-
sizable du1ing the wintex season on account of waxm spzings above 
that ke,t the :z:ive:r: open and f:z:ea f1om ioe when othet watez a:z:eas 
f1eaze up. Thousands of ducks and geese f1aquent this a1ea to 
feed and 1 est. 

Rega1dlesa of its value the Reclamation Sazvice leased 
it fo1 $25.00 to a man who tuxned in hogs and goats to clean off 
the vegetation and oove1. The lessee in tuzn has contacted spo1ta-
men at Klamath .i!.,alls and made a. pXO!)OSi tion to 1e-leaae this ax ea 
as a hun ·us club fot ~100.00. 

This lease like othexa ente1ed into by the Reclamation 
Se1vioe, should be cancelled. lso leases fo1 gxazing on wild 
fowl zese1vations should be annulled. 
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In oonolusion, I feel that the above faots demand a 
full and oaxeful gova1nment investigation of the surezintendent 
o:f the Reclamation Se1vice at Klamath .l!1a.lls. Settle? a who have 
oomnlaints have a 1ight to be heaxd. Unde1 p1esant conditions 
theix g1ievanoea a1a not likely to zeach the Seo1eta1y of the 
Inte1io1. They axe likely to be ca1eful lest they inou1 the 
displeasu1e of Reclamation officials in this dist1iot who ate 
in the position of a landlo1d holding heavy moxtgages and ~any 
leases. 

In the seoond plaoe, the Supexintendent of the Reclam-
ation Setvioe in this distxiet has dominated and pzevented the 
b1 oa.dex use of land, watez, and natut al x esouxoes. ~11th an 
uttex lack of vision to eee the piotu1e as a whole, he has nul-
lified the s~Ivioes of anothe1 Depaxtment of the Fede1al Govexnment 
vvhioh was also o:reated to se1ve the people of thiB oount1y~ 

***"'********* 
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POWER MARKETING, 0 
Wilt BE STUDIED 

Regional Planning Sub-Com-
mi_ttees Meet Today'. 

LUNCHEON PLAN~ LAID 

" 
·uaw and Sctunitt of Special Recla-

mation Oommlttee Here to 

Confer With Group~, . 

Study of 'marketing areas and out· 
!eta for hydroelectric power of the 

, Paclflc northweat will begin today af 
a meeting. of .all subcommittees a11· 
pointed by Colonel Thomas lll'.. Robins, 
chairman of the· regional committee 
on water resource~ and power under 
the Pacific northwest regional plan· 
ning commisa!on. The subcommittees 

:;~fc,~. l',;g~U,:·~~f~h~s o~TI.~in.fiv!!i~~ ll 
engineer, North Pacific divlalon, Pit· jar 
tock block, Portland, to consider and decq 
report. on hydrography, power devel· ,welll 
· opment, navigation, flood control, fr .. lov~ 
rigation and fisheries. ill-t" 
Thia.body of men w:ill join a. 'lunch-ot. o.tie cornL-wu•~.-.. --~ ..... -"'_""""~ 
ecii meeting today at 12 :l5 at the l.ng wi,th the"basket. , j p~ 
Portl&nd Chamber of Commerce build· Pattern 797 comes to you wl\jl com-DI 

., Ing, where the two member• of a!====='===:;::·==== ... .,,_=:::ii::=i 
apeclal reclamation committee ap- ' · . · I 
'I pointed by aarold L. Ickes, aecretary zoning law In· Oregon restrloting the nl1 
of the Interior, will be guests. sale or conversion of sub-marginal IJl 
Reclamation l'roJect• studl~cL }~~f':'n3'~.1i~l:":ie~:fes ~~il:'t ~~: 
John W. Ha.w, &!P'1cultu!al director operate In an intelligent program to 
of the North Pacific. Raihvay com-take care o( th~ people· who are now 
P.an~, an</-F. E. Schmitt, editor or th~ migrating In lncrea.sing number• to l;I 
Engmeermg News Record, comprise Oregon in the hope of ma:kinr " Uv· 
the special ~ommtttee which I• ma:k· lnr by farming. · 
Inf a study of ·th• usefulnese of rec· !1{ a sensible land settlement pro· 
11Lmatlon projects.  . gram is not adopted and carried out, T 
,Jll'.r. Ha.wand Mr. Schm1\t are •t)ldY· large number• ·of these lnimlgr&nts . 
Ing five typical recla~a.tlon proiect.s may fall in their attempts to eatablish 
at Huntley, Mont. ; Kitttta.s division themse.lves here anii eventua.l)y, after 
of the Yakima. project, Yakima, much wa.sted time and effort · may 
w,..h.; Orland, Ca.I.; Yuma, Ar!•·· revert to the relief rolls and become 
. :~t~~~1;,!rr~ii?~eh.s~J~t~J"~~~': public charges." · · 
'11ater uaerJ1, proj~ct manage!;"& and 
cllsti'lct. 1>91µ"ds,of a.grlcultural .experl--VOTE 
m0nt, educatlona.1, h1st1tut1ona and 
·•ta.ta officials," stated ·a letter from 
th11 committee. · 
· ~'The people of thl1 country do not 
unlver8&11y sub.scribe· to the. wisdom 
of our present reclamation poli~y nor 
to.. the further uae of federal funds to o 

:: :-~·~:~1fll~e~v~11c~~~ .. :.~ ~:r::.. • 
1ure1 you qt our• impartial ·viewpoint n 
an~ we 'honestly seek facts relative ~ 
' te>' the present situation.and opinip,ns -w 
of w'1l·informed western neople as. to e~ 
what i,. a. wLtie cou~se for the fed,erai 
government .to follow, in rec!ama'tion bl 

., o{ arid land: i,n. the future," they el 
ata,ted. · , · · re 
· ' Lunplleoit .to Be Jle!d• tlj 
· Directors of. Oregon rec!ama.tlon, o\ 

~=~t~~ tr~ ~~~~:!i i:;.J'O::iitn"8..".:: !.i 
aoclation, . .,iao will ,attend. The com· I 
ln)ttee -mbers will reach-Po~tland mi 
at about ll,pon today, ·traveling' by w1 

'. !:',,\~~obf~~ig:t~d goi',f~ .~~'th" t<>a~fi~ ~ 
• lowa,,Cal. ' ' · , 
' Th• luncheon will be attended also . 
: · by representatives of the Sta.te Cham-
+~ ber of Cotn.Dlerc.e, who will conven~ ~ 
~'- tQ<}ay at 10 A. )1'. in conference room rul 
•. A of the. Portlan4 Chamber of .:<;om· th~ 
;i merce bUildtng to consider the care s~ 
1 of drou.th relief immigrants wJi,o .are W• 
;. 'i~-to ·Oreion. .  . "". , col 
:i 'In • •letter to Waite• :W, R. May of nei 
. the .Portland, Chamber of Commerce, wa 
V. :a. Stanberry, state planning qon• th~ 
aultant with the regional 'planning bol 
boFd, atated relative to . drouth re· sir 

ll~~in: the aboence of a otate · land ~~ 

ESTIMATION. MADE~ 
-- ;J 


