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Southern Oregon Lecture I

The lake region of Southern Oregon is the most
extensive breeding ground on the Pacific Coast for all
kinds of water fowl, The latter part of May 1905, Set out
from Portland, Oregon to study the bird life in the Klam~
ath Lake region, Leaving the railroad at Ashland, with
pack and saddle we began ascending the mountains to the
eastward, _,/Hu the southern end of the Cascade Range joins
the Siskiyous, Manzanita brush grows thick about the hill

‘side; pines replace the firs that make up the forests of

the northern and western portions of the state, As we as-
cended the rance, vegetatin was two or three weeks later
than in the valley, The oaks were just budding, while be=
low they were full of leaves, On the lower slopes, the
trees were scattering, but by the second day, we had entere(
the untouched forests of yellow and sugar pines, '
When we mtehedﬁho mnm s We expected to
follow down the long slopes into the valley of the great
marsh regions, But there was little descent, for the lakes
of tois region lie in an altitude of four and five thous-
and feet, We passed out of the timber belt into an unine
teresting, rolling country covered with sage-brush and
scrubby trees, This is the region interspersed with great
lakes, many from twenty to thirty miles acroes, Reaching
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out on all sides of these are the vast marshes and tule
(/[ f16148, extending for miles and miles,
Wt We soon discovered the in order to traverse this
¥ country, we would need & good substantial boat rather than
" " horses, We continued on overland to Merrill, a small town
on Lost River between Lower Klamath and Tule Lakes,
At Merrill, we securéd a staunch row boat, loaded
in our supply of provisions and set out down Lost River for
Tule Lake, Here and there were green fields of alfalfa,
© rye and other grain, set in tue long stretch of gray sage-
~ bruk, Both sides of the River were well clothed with wile
lows that overhung the water, and here the small birds flock
kind of a nest, We saw fifteen doves' nests within a space
of two hundred yards as we paddled along one bank of the
River, and also maay nests of Bullock's Oriole, Brewer's
In one place we found a Spotted Sand-piper acting
vey mervously, and we knew the nest or young must be near.,
The mother kept flying back and forta, calling and calling.
We botn hid down in the deep grass, until we finally heard
the faintest peep, peep, But it took us several minutes to

tell where it was coming from, Looking carefully among the
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evidently hatched the day before., Crouching as still as
They had dropped in their tracks the instant the mother had
teeter-tails, a bird that is common along the streams and

. ..-a-n-mm-
anxious to cover her nestlings, so after exposing a few
plates, we retired a little distance to hide, leaving the
young birds crouching on the sand, The mother flew over
twice and then 1it about ten feet from her young, She stooc
there teetering up and down a moment or so and then gave a
peculiar low whistle, at the sound of which the four long-
legged youngsters seampered to her and were put to bed for
the night,
morning succeeded in getting this photograph of the taree
nestlings on their sandy beach near the River,

| Purther down on the left bank, we saw a Kildeer
with three young, but before we could land, the little ones
disappeared and the mother was flapping along through the
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grass as 1f Both wings Were Ureken, ® 11 us 60f, W
hunted for half an hour steadily but could find only one
o WM SO - S o S S S
fow foot from the mpet, . -

¥ reached the mouth of the River sbout dusk am
spread our blankets by the side of a fence in an old steck-
yard on a low island in the midst of the marsh, This was a
~h”“*-.-‘i’"
u--tu-\ ﬂnw
"nitewhitetie] Wnit-whit-tiel® Stilts wers crying "Quit!
Quiti® loud and fast, and kildeers rumning and flapping
nad crawled inte our blankets and wedl into tne night, The
next merning w discovered il ressen, fer we found four
oeets of G Kildsar ab five of tae eIt and Srosets
“‘ o . * A 2. W

 Sosart evening e Gucks sems 3 frem the Labe i

Dands st sESALeE Gewn for Whe aight Where the Pesly begs
lay scattered about and the water was shallow, At dusk we
lay in camp and 1istensd te the rush of wings es the aight-
comers flocked in to their resting places, W would ssteh
the faintest whirr at first which inoreased to a loud swish



as the band passed, n-nm-nl-.r

p-sul““h-*"h
O " e were up early ﬁ'&'u soon as
2148 unqd“ i n training a-.-..-.
"'ﬁ:.._t.i “ “ ... o Mm im wald e -u’c
m-—uﬂl—n the re 'ﬁ" “"'
A few will stand around
move you make, b““" : '“hhﬂ-
tering as if half scared to deatn, calling, "Quitl Quit!
qQuiti® -Ihu--—i. Wy 9 readiep we Sutting

duncer, 1In & Bpace of a few acres, we found six mests of
the kildeer and nine of the avocets and stilts,
The old avocets were very emphatic in their ef-
forts to drive us away from their nests and young, They
%D wa.hntnmwn-n
ﬁ_“ﬁrt‘““--ﬂ
-&u.-mcm
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duous speed and just on the point of swerving.) ~
umm-mmm:—
skilfull at hiding . I have seen them disappear in places
where it seemed there was not a single hiding place, They
run through the marsh very rapidly or swim readily in the
deeper water, ﬁamu“-mum
in the young it s straignt, .
M-u-un-ccu——-.u_
um“uuummchu
avocet on the nest, Dmmmﬂ-.m
succeeded in doing this, We found & nest that was close
tll!.ti.iﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂm.m

i*ﬂﬂm“m“m

u“hm

The first morning after our camp at the mouth of
Lost River, we awoke at daylight and looking through the
rail fence saw a pair of Cinnamon Teal making love to each
other witain twelve feet of our heads, After breakfast we
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~ing nine egge. OM&Q-”,\Q--”
uesting place, for w discoversd thres-mests of the Pin-
£ mnn-m-v_—.wm
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out in the open grass, The grass was not tall enough to
give mich protection as in Most oases. AL this time the
m—“”mwcuuﬁ
Was left by the mother, We moved this blanket back so as
to show the eggs, and then carefully replaced it,
Later in the day when we came along with our cam-
era, the wother was on her nest, We walked by several times
< /7 emch time a bit closer, and she did not move, Finally we
edged up within five feet of the duck as she sat on the nes!
and took this photograph,
-a-bnnmmunn
tules close to the water's edge. I almost stepped on the
nest before the bird flushed, She flew about fifty feet
4/, out on the Lake and returned as soon as I departed, Dif
ferent ducks are often very different in individuality,
| The two I have just mentiomed were quite tame, but most of
' the others we found were wild, Just beyond where we camped




-8~

were two more mests almost identical in position, but we
mﬁﬂﬂlﬂm

it
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the water's edge by using our blind, We wanted $o make an
intimate study of the life of these birds in the marsh, but
unless we could hide ourselves in some way, it was impos-
sible. To overcome this difficulty, we had brought & blind
specially made for the purpose, We had secured an old
wagon-umbrella of dark-green color, Then taking a long
plece of green canvas, we had sewed hooks along tne edge
about eighteen inches apart, and wien these were hooked in

1“ )_/f
ki “&m’{‘ &

% the end of each rib, we had the sides hanging down all

*t“ﬁlh“ﬂ.ﬂ“ﬂn
.mqw-l’hil'-cn-m-
from tae ned near the water's edge and tae motser pin-tail

4 mmb*numdnm In

tis we could hide within five feet of tue nest to waton
the progress of affairs in the duck household, Through a
tiny slit in the canvas, we aimed our camera and exposed as
For three different days we watched at the nest side,

 he pin-tail's nest was warmly lined with down

- and it was interesting to see what care she took before



ing it in under with her bill, and then as she left her

of down, When she returned from the Lake, she stood on the
breast feathers to drain off every drop of water, Then she
waddled up to her nes, uncovered her eggs and slipped into

~ i'.-“..mm (s St LAp Ceudin m_;}

Zha 2 A Aoerir

. She knew her business for she reared one of the

-, cutest bird families I have ever seen, This shows some of

the ditde ducklings in their downy nest,

We made many attempts to get pictures of young
ducks after they had left the nest; in all we exposed over
sixty plates out of which we developed half a dozen good
ones, These ducklings, even the first day after leaving
the nest, were so quick and expert in hiding and diving

' u-mnu—:mamm
when he was at liberty, |

Our first successful attempt was with a young red.
mmmnﬁdumum
shallow place,

The home of the pin-tail I have shown you, we
watched very closely when the egge began to hatch, The
first duckling hatched about eleven o'clock one morning,
and in the afternoon we could not resist taking him over to
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a little pond to initiate him, There was no foolishness
sbout his mother having to teach him what to do; he knew
instinctively: He had a few ideas in his little head be-
fore he left the egg, He soon began darting here and thers
snapping up flies and bits to eat along the water, Then
after he swam around a while, he climbed out on the bank
-uun--um“n-—-
himself, A . £y Bl -

Sr »._-ﬂmndﬂm
ing all through this country, canvas-backs, mallards, pin-
tails, wigeons, red-heads and Cimmanom teal, The Klamath
Lakes are the great breeding ground for the flocks of ducks
thet spread through California in Winter, They are the

great winter feeding grounds for the flocks that migrate

nb---“’*m
‘Ducks are so plentiful here that there is not much thought
m-—--.unm-*”-m-
1y for the sport of seeing them fall,) For years Klamatn
County was the most profitable field i the West for the
market hunter, Two seasons ago we were told that a hune
dred and twenty tons of ducks were shipped from tais one

~ locality, This means the slaughter of from 60,000 to

80,000 birds in ome district to meet an ever increasing

\-\LW

- demand, Mﬁ,\mammmum
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white breast and silver-gray plumsge. It has been one of
the greatest sufferers at the hands of the market hunter.
Thousends and thousands of these birds have been shot every
year to supply the millinery market, |

| e greve is one of the siyest of all birds to

photograph, for at the slightest sound or motion, he dise |

appears like a flash, They stay under water for quite &
while and the next time they appear, they are fifty or a
hundred yards away, For several about at

the edge of the water in the high

ure these birds, We had to part the reeds and build them

up about us so that we were completely hidden and had a
narrow place out of which we could aim our camera, Here we
for the grebes to swim past or come within the narrow line
of our camera vision, Chances for pictures were few and

far between, but we had good opportunities to study these
wild and wary birds, We could see many things by watching
‘The grebes have a way of taking their young with
them, for the little fellows lie on the back just under the



1ts sggs when leaving the nest, and we often saw them set-
ting on the eggs during the day, although on warm days,

---’.“ iy SR Sdal B4 Tes Vo

One day as T.1ying low in the reeds, s pair of
grebes ewam past. Tue back of one bird ves high out of the
water; she was % young but at the time neitner was
visible, But soon ome of the youngsters got anxious to

orawl out, as it were on the hurricane deck, REach time
his head appeared, the mother would reach back and cover

him up, Finally one of the little fellows crawled clear
out in full view, and she let him sit there a moment, But
I could see this was not the customary way of riding, for



she soon raised her wing and covered him, Occasionally

she picked up bits of something from the surface and reach-
ing back, fed her babies, A little later waile the father
was swimning nearby, I sew one chick slip off the motier's

body slightly in the water and the youngster floated aboard.
The old grebes dive and swim readily under water

with the young on their backs, But occasionally when they

~ while we were rowing about the Lake, we came unexpectedly

.‘”““""‘““ At
such times when the old birds are scared, it seems very
difficult for them to hold the chicks in place when they
dive, In most cases, the young birds come to the top of .
little fellows, they tried to dive, but could not stay
Payde ]t o 5A A ra, ’

One day while hiding in the blind with my camera,
I had a fine chance at a flock of canvasback ducks that
passed, I snapped a picture of three of the birds,
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~ The enemy of the game bird in the United States
ket, As long as the market demands the game, it will be
supplied, legitimately if possible, illegitimately if need
be. The law is needed not so much to check the spirit of
the man who handles the gun, as to kill the demands of the
% . man who handles the dollar, I cannot blame the man in the
backwoods, who makes his living by killing the natural thing-
he finds there with half the energy that I would condemn
the man in the city who walks into the market and pays five
dollars for a pair of canvasbacks, or his neighbor who sits
at the table and pays a dollar or two for a bit'of wood-
cock that has been spoiling in cold storage for a montn,
If we are to save our wild birds and animals, our laws
must govern the market end of the proposition, This is the
must be not only the limitation but the prohibition of the
ol Ve were too late to find Canada geese nesting
g but along the Klamath River and out on Lower Klamath Lake
we saw many broods of the young birds,

-“-‘m.ﬂhbw,
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for we wanted a nearer look and a chance for a picture as
when the old bird set out, flapping and splashing over the
water, followed by her brood. We headed her off from the

‘the reeds, Then she started straight up the River, Two of
‘the goslings followed, but the rest dove, They came up on
~ all sides, but not a one with head high in the air as be-

fore, Bach bird lay flat to the surface with its back low
cutting the water, leaving only a slight ripple in the rear
they coulld glide through and disappear in the vest marsh
beyond, We headed one youngster off, and as soon as he saw
he was pursued, he raised his head and paddled all the fas-
ter, The moment we got too close, he dove and came up in

another direction, We followed, trying to head him off

from the east bank, but half a dozen times he ddved, each
time in a different direction and working nearer the shore,
Finally his dives became shorter, and judging from my own
condition, I thought he was tired, But in another minute,
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‘boat, coming up at the edge of the tules, and was gone, It

was & neat piece of bird strategy, for he fooled me com=

disappeared, At first I thought it was exciting sport to
‘give chase to a young gosling or duckling in the open water
-ﬁummu
o-d-l-n. WPt S G r a G §
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out one day straight across the Lake for:the peninsula,
ﬁ.a“‘b“mih

 umbrella to good advantage as & sail, But as we got furth-

er out, the wind increased and the waves grew in size, till
& -n-.--tw
dark before we reached land, We crawled in

‘The weather cleared somewhat the next day snd we

~ unloaded at the neck of the peninsula and portaged our boat



the inlet, That night we camped just below the crater of

an extinct volcano and early the mext morning paddled out
/" to a rocky island containing a colony of Farallone cormor
\ ents, Here on the slopes in a space of twenty-five by
fifty feet, we found one hundred and ninety nests, contain-
yerds of the island, the old birds left in a body, flying
out over the Lake, swinging around to make a complete cdrcle
of the island, and then settled in the water, When we
landed, many of the young crowded down to the opposite end
or swam off in the water, Most of the nestlings could swim
as well as the parents, but they were not able to fly,
tilation it got from every wind of heaven, for dead and

were just batching out. In still others we found large
< ©7 you a cormorant is not beautiful at any stage.

We found one young cormorant that had a deformed
bill, The upper mabdible turned down just a8 in the hooked
bill of a hawk, and it fitted into the lower mandible give

N 0, 4ng a hooked nose appearance, A freak of this kind is not
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common in bird life, for in the thousands of young birds
we have seen, we have noted but three or four such instan-
ces, Only the fittest survive in bird life, and one that
is not fully equipped soon dies, One might wonder if a
bird like this would win out in the survival of the fittest.
After watching and studying him for awhile, I came to the
sters of ages past, He had this advantage over his mates,
when his mouth once closed on & fish, it could not slip
away, R @ AW PRl W e
hu&m-m

 faland and same to Hlooty Paint, wich 45 dargs butts of

red lave almost entirely covered with Califernia poppies.
This is one of the old landmarks of the Modoc War, In the
afternoon we made camp across from another large rookery
(This island is dimly seen about half a mile out beyond
camp,) The island held two hundred and fifty cormorant

‘nests,=- about two hundred and seventy-five young birds and

two hundred eggs. The cormorant nests were built up on
sticks, but the pelicans simply made a depression in the
---“‘ il Py o .y % e
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- after cruising two weeks on Tule Lake, although we had seen
- & flock of several hundred birds that fished about the Lake
- end roosted together at night on one of the sand-bars,
- had not yet begun to mest, = -
~ The water was shallow so we anchored our boat
- and approached slowly and cautiously, till finally we got
Al tage., When we first approached the place, the pelicans
- seemed to be as thick as the cormorants, but a count showed
only thirty-eight eggs and fifteen young pelicans, the el-
dest of which immediately set out for the middle of the
*H‘L Leke as we drew near, = .

Por « i o + Fand Sfér b »
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into a wagon and hauled it overland to White Lake, a small
uuwn*uﬁumm
4y southern end, -

o Qﬂ‘-“ﬂum
the south end of Tule Lake, The whole border is a veri-
table jungle, The tules grow in an impenetrable mess from
ten to fifteen feet high, and one can never get to & point
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where he can look out above the tops of the reeds and see
-.'-mmmw ¢
-.-v--—-n—uu-.ﬁn-
lands, between which flowed a network of channels, The
growth of each year shoots up through the dead stalks of
, ‘the tules till they formed a surface often strong enough
AT to support & man, But it was like walking on the crust of
the snow, for you never knew just when it would break
tho ugh, We found a few places where the solid roots had
formed & sort of & floor at the surface of the water,
which was buoyant enough to support us, These precarious
footholds were the only camping spots we had during the
two weeks we cruised the Lower Klamath,
} The days we spent on the Klamath Lake were full
of hardship, The Lake itself is about twenty-five miles

tdhat



every drop we used,

~ The only fuel we had was the little we carried in
the boat, The first morning out, we tried wetting down the
tules and making a small fire on top, but before we could
get anything cooked, the whole foundation was ablase and
coffee-pot and frying-pan had to be used to check the flames.
After that we always sought a place where the tules could
-—n--ow
even with the surface, @&

D““.-ﬂu
By spreading our sleeping-bag on top of a high bunch and
rolling in carefully, we gemerally had a good bed for the
night, In the early part of the evening we were two or

‘The largest bird rookeries of this region are

located on the west side of the Lake, They are several
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miles in extent, I have seen large colonies among the sea-
viras, Miere t2e mesting space on the rook wié limited, the
birds have to live close together, But out here on the Lak:
where every bird might have an acre or 80 to himself, they

T o egeenne oo ey~ 85 Guty GEmS 0t it
ent species of birde that had joined together as it were,
and ocoupied the island for over half & mile, forming ¥
most extensive bird colomy I have ever seen, I have my
doubts if its equel exit s in any other part of the United
States, (This shows a gemeral view of the central part of
the colony, where great blue herons, Farallone cormorants,
| Caspien terns, white pelicam, Clark's grebes, Californta
-m--un e bap vt
.~ hen s mile away, with our field-glass, we could
nq“mm-c.-mw
ﬂ-n.cw.--a

“ " beat, Cormorants flspped aloug over the surface, pelicans
rose heavily from the water, and the air was so filled with
-n--- it seemed they hardly had room to fly.
= At this season of the year, all the birds had
young and we found that 4% would create too great a distur-
‘bance to go among them, 80 We used our wmbrella blind,



| cemeras through the loop-holes in the canves. WVith our

these birds at home, yet there was little pleasure in it at
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~ fifteen others that hed all the way from 50 to 200 birds,

four hours in 1 ‘
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-“.“.—‘.‘-mn
mick that was continually miring deeper. Swarms of flies
end mosquitoes harrassed us constantly, while the perspir-
ation kept “

-mm—
-‘ﬁm
m
-‘W‘n
cormorants, pelicans and gulls. At one place we counted
fifteen hundred young cormorants swimming about in the
‘ s = wyw . Pur Ry e iAPSOR BEBe
nm-‘mm
of these big white birds rose in a mass and settled out in
the Lake where they looked for all the world, like a huge
“¢-~ -
-m-“-“—u-—
containing from 400 to 600 birds, Besides there were about
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- Ve had no trouble in going right among the young
pelicans and photographing. Some of them seemed even
Pledsed at the novel experience at having a picture taken,
They stood around with their mouths open, panting like a
lot of dogs after a chase on a hot day, their pouches
shaken at every breath, When we went near one of the col-
onies, most of the youngsters went tottering off on their
big webbed feet, with wings dragging on this side and that
as if they were poorly handled crutches, The first thing
they did when we approached was to vomit up fish and then
-C-.."-WQ-d
MMM
the victims were fish, for the carcasses were strewn all
along in the wake of the procession, The youngsters hud-
dled together by hundreds in a small space, Those on the
it looked worse than any football scrimmage I ever saw, I
three or four others and finally landing astraddle the neck
of another, When we went nearer, those on the outside be-
ga to circle the ends and sround and around the whole mass
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.. revelved as it moved off, Soonm after the little gluttons

retraced their steps to pick up the fish dinners that had
-"‘ A T ESNET veaglt (NGNS & 0¥ a

the 1ittle inlet in front of our camp, It was our first

night there and we hed encroached upon his fishing preserve.

.-.*m*.‘.‘-ﬂ

feet to the surface and made the prettiest slide I have
ever seen, He slid for thirty feet with a rippling sound
of the water and came to a dead stop, But he had no sooner
paused and raised his eyes than he saw us, and away he rose
ﬂoﬂw‘-—.ﬁ--
5 g a-.m-m-m-
can recognize her own, but she seems to do it, for the
nesting is not a communal matter, As soon as an old bird

- alighted in the rookery, she was besieged by half a dozen

young ones, but I never saw one of the parents feed till
she had apparently made some selection as to the young,



Jin - oms might wender how such & huge-billed bird

meal time he kept reaching fur ther into the big pouch of
his parent until finally when he was half grown, it was a
remarkable sight, The mother opened her mouth and the
whole head and neck of the nestling disappeared down her
capscicus mew whdle he hunted for his dimer in the inter-
-‘ T Bt e iy
%43 - The old birde were exceedingly scary about coming
~ mear the rookery while we were about, but we set up our
(H“Q—gmh
*'“Mﬂ-.ﬁm
'MQMOM---mu
picture the pelicams, e
| biﬁﬁmmmn
era pointing out through a slit in the canvas, there were
L of tules only a few yards away, The first old bird pitched
| awkwardly in and alighted nearby and several young birds
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waddled forward to meet her, She caught sight of a piece
of partly dried fish thet had been disgorged, grasped it in
her bill and tossed it away before one of the youngsters
could grab it, One of the other birds rushed for it, but
she was ahead and threw it as far as she could again, and
Qﬂ-mu-u
could not be reached, -9 -

- ﬁ-““-n-"
and she was besieged by several ravenous children, Each
began pecking at her bill, trying to meke her feed them,
But she moved off in apparent unconcern, or perhaps she was
making some selection as to which one to feed, She waddled
ebout till one of the youngsters began a series of actions
the okd bird, grunting and flapping his wings as if he were
in the last stages of starvation, Still the mother did not
heed his entreaties and the youngster suddenly got well and
began pecking at her bill again, The old bird backed up
.---m~m~.~h
mouth to admit the bill of the Iittle pelican, She drew
her neck up till the ends of the upper and lower mandibles
to the limit, Jonah-like, down the mother's throat went
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| ewllowed, had it not been for his fluttering wings. He

;~“.W
~ ing everything he could find, Nor did he withdraw from the
family cupboard volunterily, but when the supply was ex-
hausted or the mother thought he had enough, she began
slowly to rise and struggle to regain her upright position.
The youngster was loath to come out and flapping his wings,

l)‘M‘ way to hold on as she kept shaking back

and forth, She shook around over ten or twelve feet of
ground til1 she literally swung the young bird off 7is and
sent nin sprawling over on the ary tules, .

b For a few moments the youngster lay dazed, thenm
88 if coming to his senses, he seemed to go raving med, I
never saw such an apparent show of temper in anytaing but
a badly-spoiled child, He whirled around once or twice,
grasping his own wing in his bill, shaking and biting it,
Then seeing one or two other young birds standing near, he
plunged headlong at them, jabbing right and left with his
beak, while they rapidly retreated out of his way, By
that time the wrath of the youngster seemed spent, for he
fell sprawled-out, and soon went sound asleep in the sun,

oy A



% 80

¥ ?i

TForster's tern was formerly abundant, but the species had
the only colony of Caspian terns we found on the Lakes,
Lakes to feed, It isopeculiarly striking bird with its
morning at daybreak, they came flying over our camp in
u-“ “unww
a=day=-of" s B u B s WD -

Wiere the birds wers nesting and tiey osms and went, pay-

ﬂ““.ﬁ *&ﬂ’qm
mnnﬂhn_whon
birts alzest full grom. Tme parents seemed to recogaise
their young largely by lecation, Qq-’nuu
birds, their greatest anxiety ssemed to be to keep their
Mhﬂwn‘*&num 1
saw one young tern start to run off through the reeds, but
he hadn't gone s yard before the mother dove at him with a
blow that sent him rolling, He got up dazed and st rted
off in a new directin, but she rapped him sgain on the head
$411 he was glad to crouch down in the dry reeds,
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“ 1% otere wat were rumsing sbeut and best tew wSSrelfdLy,
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.-—!”Qmﬁmmuﬁ
her neighbor's children, if they
Q--‘ﬂl—‘“-rw
young tern would start to swim off in the water, but it
---—-mm-n
shoreward, SRR SRLE S
‘ !H'm.-“-o
hub=-bub = the disturbance of a few chicks in a village of
this kind causes, wq-.“
place 8o the parents know exactly where to go with food.
At this time many of the young terns were old enough to
run around and our tent naturally caused a mix-up in the
“cu“m As a result, every
0ld lady in that vicinity was on the war-path, If birds
have family brawis, thess terns certainly have them., If
birds ever swear, these terns certainly did as they came
dropping in and couldn't find their own children,

The nest spots were only two or three feet apart,
and at this time the invasion of a near neighbor was
open challenge for a fight , Several times we were silent
spectators of the rows that were going on just outside our




7 /- tent, I watched one old hen as one of her neighbors 1it
near by, GShe grabbed the tail of the intruder and gave it
@ sharp jerk, At that both birds pitched in and a lively
old hen let go and grabbed her opponent by the neck, and
‘began sheking and hanging on with as mush tenacity as a
% ©] tng the wictor with a mouthful of feathers,
(This shows the beginning of another knock-down
fight over a chick that is just behind the two birds,)
But all the scenes in the tern village were not
as boisterous as these, for the birds were peaceful enough
when their children were not mixed, Just on the other side
of our tent was a mother hovering two chicks that were
Jjust hatched out, She was protecting them from the sun
- When the father arrived with a very small fish., It was
'/ smaly becsuse the chicks were small and was held dn the end
of his bill, Fish were fed whole to the young and as they
”“o”““”h '
m:nﬁp-u_h-—r-um
the nest and the father stepped around to feed his young,
and the 1ittle fellow rose to take the fish,
One of the last and best pictures we secured on
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the Lower Klamath, was a view of a small section of the

tern colony cormorants and a band of peli-
cans in the background, g

o/
-n-u-l-l-n-n;\'u-um-ﬁ
Klamath to where she breaks through the mountains and took
the overland trail for home,
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