The Finley-Church Expedition into the wilder repgions of
Alaska, was taken in conjunction with the American lature Associationy
of Washington, D.C. and the Bureau of Fisgheries of the Department of
Commeioe. | The sturdy sea-zoing yacht, Westwazxd, carried the
equipment and the personnel of the party, inecluding its ownexr, Mzx.
Campbell Church, of Kugene, Orxegon. . His son, Campbell Chureh, Hr.,
of Seattle, and Mr. and Mrs. William L. Finley, were well equipped
with motion picture cameras, still cameras, notebooks, to portray
'the_patuz&i history of this xremarkable xegion. :

The Finleys have camped, cruised and ool;acted reeofﬁa
and pictures for many years, and of all hie journeys into out-of-
the-way cornexs of this couatry, Finley says the summer's cruise
into the big waters of Alaska has beon the bhest.

$ The party left I[Katan, Alaska, and crawling through the

treacherous pass hatween the Paci”ic Ccean and Bexing Sea, eruised
along the Aleutian Chain, one groun of a succession of volesanic
islands that atzetchmgiﬁgx across to Asgia. eithexr are they dead °
volennoes, for the party camved for days at the foot_of Shishaldin,.
& perfect, snowy cone resombling, and perhaps a cousin to, Fujiyama
of Japan, which belched black smoke through the day and at night
threw up constant, glowing showers. A little further along the
stormy and dangexous coast of the se islands, the exploring party
wrecked one of the cruising canoes in an sttempted landing through
a strong surf, on the shore of Unimak Island. Three members almost
lost their lives. Proceeding on into %he Bering Sea, thevdazfﬁg
little ship anchored in the sulphurous and steszming cratex of

Bogoslof, the island that riges and sinks into the depths of the
ocean feequently, and without warning. Hexe the explorexs and



aature seskers hung over the threatening pit,-taking measurements
and maps, sounding the depths of the sea, and feverishly shooting
pictures of‘the great colonies of sea lions end the myriads of
Pallas Murres (sea birds) that live and rear their young on these
hot ¢liffs amidst the rising steam and sulphux. Hazxdly had the
Westwaxd steamed out of the pale green crater when Bogoslof blew
up aéaig. S0 there is & chance to visit her again, make new maps
and chaxts and wrxite hexr history anew. Prohably the sea lions and
sea birds will not be seen there for many years.

Fxbm here the expedition pushed further noxth into thq
wild Bexing Sea, to study and picture the great Alasks ssal rookeiies
on the Pxibilof Islanda.,as well as the famous blue foxes. Heze
~ they saw the glowiégq:ock gardens of Bt.Paul and St. George Islands,
and found many rare birds and animals, smonc them Kipling'g little
"lemming of the ‘ice floe." ;

Later they visited meny othex strange islandg and shozres,
éxploring unknown rivexs whére the zuns of fine Alaska salmon weze
so thick that they bumped and pushed under the boats. A motion
picture stoxy of the salmon industry from Bristol Bay to Kaxluk,
and other impoxtant stations, was made: The last inland jouzney
was made into the McKinley Park region, where they met the big Kadiak
bear face to face, where one of their party hed a narrow escape by
taking liberties with a mad moase. Campbell Church, Jx. was
working theimaxion picture cameza on a charging mooae.lin the
mountaing in the Fox River district of Ketchemak Bay. He dodged
in the nick of time, but was slashed on the arm by the antlers of
the big beast. They scaled the heights for the white sheep, anﬁ’
in othex regions stalked the caribou on the rolling tundzxa.
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