Ghost Ranch
Ebigquinu, Vew Mexico
Februery 10, 1940

Mr, Sam Raddon, Jre
Orepon Journal
Portlend, Oregon

Dear Sams

A day or two ego I sent en article to Averill about the
winter birds in this region. I have taken some photographs, but
they were not so very good so I have taken more and will heve
devel in two or three days. If Averill can't pet the right 33-
lustrations for the srtiecle I'1ll send him what I can get. Since
the article relates to the winter feeding of birds end is a
ison with those at home, I hope you cen use it within the next two or
three woeks.

Enclosed is an article from Irenc in regard to Easter bumnies. The
only photograph we have with us is o 1little cottontail at the foot of
en apple tree in our yard. It may be a little too dark for repro-
duction, but il =0l jyou could get Corlsy to make a good drawing some-
thing 1ike it. This is an article that I hope you can use on Easter
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I have always beer interested in the photos for your Roto section.
There are lots of attractive features down here in the southwest. I
don't remember whether you have used sny scenes showing the Indian
pueblos, their seasonal dances, and close-ups of the Indiens them-
selves. I am trying to pet some poed pietures for you and hore you
can use theme You won't have to pay snything for them.

I wish you would drop me a note and let me know if there is

in particular that you would like from this pert of the country. Irene

and T will be here until about March 10, then we are going to Wash~
ington, Ds Ce, to attend the Fifth North Americen Wildlife Conference
March 18-20, also the annual conference of the Izsak Walton Lesgue of
Amrdloginchiugolarohzs-&. We can't get back heme until sbout
April 8. .

¥e are writing two more articles, one on the peccary or wild pig, and
one on the grebes. Wo are both in good heelth and hope

Irono jolngwe in best wishes.
' Sincerely yours,

Saan s



BUNNIES FOR EASTER

by
Irene Finley

The Union Pacific train wes spéeding slong through eastern Oregon.
I wes looking out of the wide gless window et the pale sunset thet floodled
the flat stubble between me and the horizon. Here end there & tengle of
discouraged brush huddled like a lonely remient of the summer. Thin patches
of the first snowfell flecked the surface. The scenc was guiet, the smooth
sliding of the train alony the reils slmost monotonous. I was in thet pleas-
ant state of half cmscliousness to things about me.

It begen to snow herder, the soft flakes thinly veiling the picture
outsides A pale half light settled over the world. Out of a brush pile
flitted & amall dim form, scurried .into the snowy openness, sat back on his
haunches fo- & minute with his long eers laid back, then hobby-horsed with big hops
under cover agein. Another shadow scampered into the light, and behind him
enother. In a few minutes there were a dozen Jack rebbits scempering about
in the white lighte Thy got more lively end soon & hop=-skip-and-jumping
revel was one How they kicked up thd r heels and leaped over eech other,
light, feathery like the snowflekes falling over them. .Their exhiliration
end absndon increased. One big fellow leeped streight up in the air, four
or five times as high as he could stretch, twisted sidewise and came down
facing in the opposite direction. Around end around they went, bouncing snd
rebounding like rubber bells, padding end playing over the powdery paths to
the spirit of tl;ze white winter moon=~ witches in the elf light.

One big buck stopped short. "Thumpd Thumpl" sounded in the midst
of the revelinge Every gray form froze and melted awey- samewhere. The moon
shone dom: on en empty open space, lighting only dim mounds in the snowe

A twig hed snepppd. Something was nesr. The stamp of an old reb-
bit's hind feet had sounded the deger signal. The life of little Jeck is
always on the firing line. It is & life of fear. Inoffensive and defenseless,
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he is hunted end hounded through his days and nights. His salvation depends
upon his long ears, his limber legs, and his capacity to fade into nothing=-
ness befo e strange eyes.

What better syinbol of the re-creation of spring could there‘ I;%'E.an
Bunny's bright face and acstetic capers under en infant moon in April? And
April is the month of Easter, thet remembrance dey of the Resurrection, which
the early Megians and Persians solegpmized by presenting Pesch eggs to their
friends. These were colored red in allusion to the blood of their redemption.
But in modern times our Baster eggs are the colors of the rainbow, and with them
on Easter morning comes a snowy bunny with pink eyas., But only teme bunnies
or stuffed ones are pink and white. The greet number of both rabbits end
hares thet live in di fferent regions of this country would never think of being
white in Apri 1, except perhape a few in the very far north. It might be
sure death.

The Leporidee or rebbit femily is perheps better lmown then eny other
of our wild enimals.s They ere found universelly throughout this country from
the polar regions to the tropics. Few people know the difference between a
rabbit end & hare. The Europesn rsbbit, which is the pesrent of all our dom=-
estic breeds, is the only one that can rightfully besr the neme. It differs
slightly in size and lives in burrows. The rest of the race as a rule meke
their nests, called "squats" or "forms",on top of the grounds These are pro-
perly celled heres. The young of true rebbits are born neked end blind and
have to be kept in a werm nest, fed end nursed carefully for some time before
they can move around and hunt their own living. The young of the hare heve

fur coats when born, heve keen senses, and are able to move around snd take

sare of themselves in a few hourss* The big hares of our northern states ere
either varying hares or so-called "snow-shoe Rebbits,"while our little hares
are reelly"rebbits" or "cottontails", and the large hares of the pleins are
"jackass rabbits.” -

All memrels, in northern climates at leamst, shed thalr coats twice a

year, which gives them a thicker coat in winter and e thimner one in summer.
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The winter coet of the varying hare is white like the snow h ich gives him

a chence to crouch in sefety as he is practicelly invisible as long as he
doesn't move when a havwk or other enemy is ebout. One mmetimes hears that
this chenge takes place over night or with the coming of e snow storm. Nothing
is fatther fram the truth. Brown heir cannot be dropped off end white heir
slipped on in the twinkling of en eye. The change tekes & number of weeks,
and during that timé brownish patches intermingle with the white until the
full chenge is campleteds The individuel heirs never alter their color from
-the time they appear until they fall out. The change from brown to white oc-
curs in eutunm. As the weather gets wermor in Merch the snow graduelly dis-
eppears from the woods, and the fur of the northern hare pradusiiyx slowly be-
gins to be mottled with brown egein end soon the spring chenge is finished.
Only the Arctic hare is snow white ell the yeer aroynd,

There are four varieties of cottontail in this country, all mare or
less related, three varieties of varying hare, four of the polar hare, two
marsh hares, a water here, and the large here of the plains, called big Jack.
The Jack of the western desert regions has a black tail instead of a white one
like the eastern forms In the southern regions of Arizons end New Mexi ®
is found the big antelope Jack with e white rump patch which has & mystifying
way of flaring from one side to the other as the animel bounds ewey under mes-
quite or ocasbums . The big hares or Jeck rabbits of both the east and west pleins
and deserts have been in the foomt line of attention from eerly deys. The
western Ind ians have alﬁays held Jack,mbbit skins in high csteem ®r clothing.
They twist the skin in narrow strips which are fastened ;:ogether to meke robes,
the skins being twisted in such a wey es to leave the fur on both sides, meking
a warm durable covering of exceeding lightness. "Driving Jecks" wes known to
the Indians long before it was to the whites, although on e much smaller scale.

By fer the most exhilarating and sportsmen-like method of hunting Jadc
rabbits is coursing with greyhounds in the seme mammer as followed in the 0ld
Worlds Our big hares ere if enything swifter end more resourceful in dodging
the hounds than the Europesn hares.
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