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‘W L FINLEY’S Economic Reasoning is Sound and

Forcefully Clearly, Stated

FIEEY DOLLARS > 7

Per Ton borne by Water

William L Finley, our world-famed
Oregon naturalist, has packed more
economic sense into his discussion of
natural beauty than have a flock of pro-
fessional brain-trusters. As San Diego
Evening Tribune commented recently
in an editorial: “Finley tells taxpayers
in extraordinarily elucidating manner
what business men with less descrip-
tive ability have been attempting to
publicize for many moons. In some in-
stances, he relates, costs of river trans-
portation to the states would have been
cheaper if the freight had been put in
railroad cars and the states had paid
the entire bill.” And quoting Finley:
“If we take the top figure of the amount
of freight the promoters claim will be
moved up and down the Columbia, the

actual cost to taxpayers will be an
average of $50 a ton.” Finley’s analysis
of our national transportation policy
has been quoted extensively in the east-
ern press. The quotations are from an
address delivered at the meeting of the
National Wildlife Federation in St
Louis. This address later also published
in full in several magazines, includin,
March Wildlife, April Bird Lore an
the June Washington Sportsman. In
our Portland dailies—Oregonian of
Sunday June 12 and Journal of the
same day—appeared short letters from
Finley concisely expressing the same
conclusion, In the Jom‘na% he adds:
“The railroads rightly claim that if
they were given the same subsidies and
the same privileges, they could cut
rates 40%, which would be twice as
low as the boat rates, and still make
money.” He calls attention to the prog-
ress in transportation from human bur-
den bearing on up through animal car-
riage over trails, horse wagons over
roads, water carriage and modern
power freighting over highways and
railroads, the latter being rie lowest in
cost for the main tonnage of goods.
He asks, pertinently, “why go back to
transport methods that are 80 years out
of date and far too costly?”
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