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i I 'f J ---HABITS OF THE OTTER 

A few miles n 1; the Cluckarnas Eivax · whoxe the etteam 
is bo1dexed ~ith tall fila and the wate1 swi1ls among the boul-• 
dets , a·sh1ill whiotle b1oke tho silenae. It was too loud and 
panatxatint to corne =-1om. a lHU son. It :filled the whole epaoe, 
wu.lled in hy 'f.} o ! "I a:r: ts of high fi:r s. The note was plt:\inly 

one of alaI n o; l-' o:. J -fo1 hHlp , but who waR in tiangex 01 whe10 

1 t came f I orr. l\) )Jl~ • il'1mn -the :~onnd. , onP. r}XJ1eoted some-

e .: n ~ irh1-. i.1 t 1:, ste1y ino1 eased .• 

a small ))lw ")' c •• i:. li 0 "0V r0c n. "b" ·n1."::ce at the outlet 

of a s-f:Iear. ,oo· 10. 11 , .i, ·~1 · i _, ~ut ho evex hea1d 

a mink -vith hl ( . · i r-t 1,.,• 

f' c.lor, .... 'i"', .1.. o J:~•ln :..+-r '.:''JI :i:oveu to be 

J rnun"'JuveJ inr: nrouna.. " e cH'1 "''"t t'h..e 11 ttle ottez . 
This made hi~ ~ad s a wet h n~ l ~ r. hi ·:;tle er alte;ea to a hi sa 

and late1 to a. i".hinine note. As no lllOthe:t ~ppe·Hed, the young 
otte1 wus taken homfl encl 1mt in ~ vwi1e enclosure. ~:e had auoh 
a big sque.1e muzzle , so diff"'!Ont fzom the polnt11d nose of a 
mink. 

He finally e sou1led e.ru:l took u !) a home und e:r the 1 oota 

of a. big t1ee on the banks of the Willamette . He would take 
f1esh meat 01 :fish rxom the hand. Jt wasn' tblong befo1e he 
lea1ned to oatoh the oh11b; s and oatr in thn iivei . He stayed 
duiing the surm.ntn and fall , usins an old :floatine 103 o.a a 
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sunninP.' plaoe. :.1.:0 ·iud wJ._,1to1. he wo .. 1t o:'?f up :Jtzea.m toyyahe 

mouth of the Cla.okar.ias f1om whonco he caI'le. 

wo:rn1e1ly the otte1 livon al.Alf' muny of oux 01eeon 
st1eams. lie woa1s a boau~i~ul b1o~n coat, 1hioh is a pxize to 
any t1appe1. H.01e1n lies the ieu~on fo1 a sca:r:city of otte1s. 

~·ne o"' 'f e:r ha•1 :follov ad H f.iahrumn.n' s life fo1 so 

long tha-f 11.::...: nover.e '1 i3 av~ fir...h-liko. HlB st1nato looking face 
closely :zr.:rnr:-mbles • bo ac,, of' •t seal.. His -1·ai1 is ao thick 

whe:ze it joi'i'J -the boay iia.t i:t '11e1s 07f fish-like to a 

point. ile rij ~}-1 J11·11e c•) " ro11 c .. o .I nc•t n+o:rs d.nd developed 

a at1eak th:r: n .,.·, tr A w. i AJ, tu:x:r•in · tw 1u,.L9 1·~ ne o.nd: otitohlng 

On la•, }A ofte l'VJfl ,, ... r o •i.:, Lt >the watex. 
' If the soil is v;et a.m sll._ ,oz.;, he 1 )VOS ti) r:,lid.o on his belly , 

his :fI ont feet h~ngln 1' lin..... n 1d hie hinJ. 1 oas o~tohing in the • 
ea1th to :pull him alone. ilia love of play is abou.t1 the same 

as a bo~ goin.-<!' belly-buataz clown hill on a slAd ln the snow and 

steaxing with his feet. The otte1 slide is t·he beloved coasting 
place whe1e these animals play. 

~1. Ve1non Bailpy of the Bioloeioul Su1ve~ desc11bed 
an otte1 in a tank. Re oame up f1om the bottom with his feet 
against the side of tha tank, the!l pushing wont ove1 back a.Id 

and gave a big kick with his hind feet , swimming the whole length 
/ 

of the pool on his back. Reaching the _othe1 em\, he 1etu111ed 
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with a g1aceful twist of~-~ ~Jtl~ . ·oo~ing zizht side up to go . 
baok to the staztlne iila.aa an<t lo it ovex O.Gain. 
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