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anton Killing

Write These Wild

Bear and Cub Slaughter Termed V

Further Dam

Gray Digger’s “
Winter Sleep
Almost Death

One winter day a neighbor was
fearing down an old barn, He turned
over a half-rotted beam bedded in
the soil and underneath in a Tound,
dry bed of hay, curled in a ball,
lay a common ground squirrel or
gray-digger. He picked him up and
found him stiff, hard, frozen, dead—
yet not guite dead!

I bundled him up under my eoat
sgainst the warmth of my body and
then laid him in a little box near
the open fire of the study. That
afternoon he was moving a little
but was as stiff in the joinis as a
rheumatic old man. He realized that
something had happened. In "2
hours hs was fully awake but:still
stiff. I put him in a cozy warm bed,
covered up in the dark and, like
Rip Van Winkle, he dozed off to
finish up his 20 or more weeks of
deep winter sleep.

The eommon spermophile or
ground squirrel eats ravenously and
grows fat toward the end of summer.
In August or September he prepares
his burrow for winter by tunneling
down'and then up to his winter's
bed so' the nest has good drainage.
He then burrows a side channel up
to the surface and carefully plugs
this un. This gives him an easy
method of getting out of his winter
quarters in the spring when he may
not feel mueh like. digzing,

The ground squirrel disappears
when food is still abundant and lTong
before winter comes. In some places,
he retires in August or early Sep-
tember long before the stormy days
have arrived. He rolls up in a ball
and the winter legarthy takes pos-
session of him slowly; the hearfbeats
become fewer until he reaches a
state of coma where the heart vir-
tually stops, and yet there can’t be
a complete stoppage of the blood
in veins and arteries.

This state of passing almost com-
pletely from life and then returning
is a remarkable phase in the lives
of certain lower animals. If is as if
the fire burns out in the fall, but
the embers of life still slumber be-
neath the ashes. At the proper time
‘the flame reappears, so fo speak,
and the dormant are warm and

| wood ducks, making 100. This was

Thirty Years Ago

In order to compare
tons 30 years ago, the following records a

August.

plentiful. On September 1 he and
his son were out at T a. m., shot
until 10 a. m. and bagged 65 wood
ducks; They then returned to camp.
His son went ouf a liftle later to
shoot snipe. He heard him shooting
down near the blind, joined him and
in'a short time they killed 35 more

the legal limit. He said they got
one teal by mistake, making 89
wood ducks.”

“Every Sunday during September,
1807, he got a good string of wood
ducks. Some days he could easily
have bagged 200."

“Later in the season other
species were abundani, He said
he and another man killed 165

= widgeon in 40 minutes. They he-
gan shooting at 6:50 a. m. By

7:15 he thouzht they had the

limit, They had not picked up

the birds, and his pariner was
sure they hadn't killed 100. The
birds kept coming in econtinu-
ously and for 15 minutes they
stood outside the blind in plain
sight and continued shooting.

‘When the birds were picked up,

they counted 165, which he said

was 65 more than they should
have killed, Although ducks

‘were abundant, Rowe favored

cutting down the bag limit and

shortening the season from Sep-~

tember 15 to January 1.”

In 1913 the federal law for pro-
tection of migratory birds was
passed. Because wood ducks were so
searce the season was closed on this
species. Even though closed for 22
years, wood duck hunters have
not increased to their former abun-
dance,

One type of ant keeps herds of
a small insect: (corn root aphid) and
milks them, like cows;, for a white

lively again.

fluid.

Gray Digger Fattening Up

“During 1907 these birds were veryt

Bag of 100

Ducks in Few Hours Common;
John Law Stopped Slaughter

uck ‘hunting along the cﬁlumhta river today with condi-

re taken from Mr. Finley's notebook:

“On January 23, 1909, I talked with H. S. Rowe of Portland. He
said he had been a hunter for the last 40 years. He and Mr. Har-
rington are the owners of 452 acres on the lower end of Sauvie’s
island, This has been a wenderful place for shooting wood ducks
during September. They begin feeding ducks about the middle of

New Duck Law
Plain, No Feed

May Be Spread

Ducks may not be lured to their
death by the use of feed in any man-
ner whatever, according fo official
interpretation of the new regula-
tions. Copies of numerous: letters
written: by Chief Darling in reply
to hundreds of questions propound-
ed to Him by sportsmen from Maine
to California and frem Washington
to Florida have been turned over
to this department by Regional Su-
pervisor William Rush.

Excerpts from some of these clar-
ify some questions raised by local
nimrods. To one inquirer he writes:

“The question submitied in your
letter is this:

“Would it be a wviolation of the
newly-enacted federal duck law to
feed wild ducks in water not a part
of water used for duck huniing pur-
poses. In other words, willit be Taw-
ful in a private elub to bait ducks in
a pond not a part of ponds used to
shoot gver?”

“The regulation promulgated by
the president July 30 last relating lo
the shooiing of migratory waterfowl
by means of feed is this:

“iWaterfowl are not permitted to
be taken with or by aid of corn,
wheat, oats, or other grain or prod-
ucts thereof, or any kind of feed by
whomsoever, or for whatscever pur-
pose, placed, deposited, distributed,
seattered, or otherwjse put out in
any environment whatsoever, where-
by such waterfowl are lured, at-
tracted or enticed to the hunter.’

“As you will see, the regulation
does not confine its terms lo ‘shoot-
ing over' ponds or any oiher place
where feed has been put out. Its

scope is much broader than that, and
embraces within its plain terms the
shooting of migratory waterfowl,

wherever the hunter may stand. This
means that he caniot lawfully shoot
them on their Wway fo or returning
from the baited pond”
“Can a man bait any part of his
land and not shoot it so as to hold
the ducks around?” asks another.
The official reply is:
“There is nothing in the regula-
tion that forbids a landowner to put
out on hig land feed for wild ducks
even though it be for the purpose of
holding the wild ducks around his
place. But no one is permitted to
shoot or otherwise take the wild
ducks attracted to him by the feed
that is 'so put out, and I may add the
caution that the regulation ecannot
be evaded by pufting out feed and
stationing one self at any distance
from the feed in order to shoot the
ducks as they go to or return from
such feed. In short, wild ducks must
not be ‘held around’ by feed to be
shot.”

With the information now in hand
this department. will attempt to
answer any question tha® may be

raised with respect fo the interprela-
lion of the new re,s.ru‘latio‘us.

Construction |

Held Needless

Branding dams in the rivers of
the Northwest as a menace to both
sport and eommercial fishing, Ches-|
ter McCarty, president of the state
division of the Izaak Walton League
of America, insists the building of
additional structures should be for-
‘bidden. In a recent address delivered
on the NBC Farm and Home Hour,
he said in part: >

dams are under construction. It is
too late to do other than use what
means are available 1o assist
salmon up and down the river
these points. But now we are threat-

flowing directly into the
Rogue, McKenzie, Will
qua and Deschufes rivi '
gon, and the Yakima, Lewis and Ka
lama rivers in Washington areeyed
as possibilities for further deve
ment of hydro-electric and reclama-
tion projeets. y L
“Already it has been necessary to|

tenance construction of dams for th

“Bonneville 'and Grand Coulee|

at|

ened with a program of construction|!
of low dams in streams tributary|
fo the great Columbia, and in other|
streams in Oregon and Washington|

curtail ecommercial fishing in order|
that the demand may not exceed the|
supply, Thersfore, we cannot coun-|

Harnessed Water Cloud on Tranquillity

purpcse of making available ele
tric energy when we already haw
a surplus; ner-can we agree that the

result of these dams, is consistent]

tailment.

“We ask in the name of comm
sense that this industry and reer
tional faeility affording, as it doe
thousands of people of this gene
tion and of those fo come, the th
of the tugging line and singing ree
be not put in jeopardy under th
guise of projects fo help us when inj
truth the plans at most are merely|
another form of destruction of that!

and the backbone of our prosperity
and happiness,

“We must use wisely today, if we
are to enjoy tomorrow.”

Skunk Steps Up

The skunk no longer is classed as
ture of that state last winter

bearing animals and the governor
signed the bill. He now has an open
and closed season. Trappers can

1 and January 31.

Gotham Fish-Minded

Stocking the Bronx river with trout
this spring proved so satisfactory an
experiment that additional streams

similarly improved,
Lithgow Osborne, New York conser-
vation commissioner. Through co-
operation of the department of health
steps have been faken to clear up
pollution which destroyed the orig-
inal abundant game fish life. It is
costing millions of deollars to undo
the damage.

Ain't Nature Grand!

The Carideer isbthe name of an
animal produced Dy cross breeding
the wild Barren Ground caribou
with the semi-domesticated rein-
deer. The result is said to be a heav-
ier animal than the reindeer with-
out losing any of the ftasty meat

value,

reclamation of land, through irriga-|
tion by waters made available as al

with the national policy of crop cur-|_

which has so long been a part of us{h

“vermin” in Michigan. The legisla-|[¢
ut | §
him in the class of wvaluable fur-|j

take him only between November |

in the vicinity of New York will bel;
according to i

Duck Populace

ill Be Taken

| With the status of America’s wild
licks a subject of nationwide con-
brin.  after disastrous successive
Fouths in their great prairie nesting
as in mid-continental Canada and
e United States, the More Game
irds  Foundation announces the
unching of the most complete wild
tclk census of ifs kind ever at-
mpied. The result will have an ef-
ffc on future shooting regulations.
e jnvestigation is to ineclude liter-
a “house to house” ecanvass of

anitoba, Saskatchewan, North Da-

ta, South Dakota, Minnesota and
part of Nebraska.
L Airplane flights into the Canadian
orfhwest are planned to cover re-
ote nesting areas. Automobiles
uipped to negotiate the rugged
rrain of more accessible sections
have been provided a party of eight
Foundation field men already start-
ing on the work.
State and previncial sportsmen's
organizations and thousands of other
voliunteer duck census takers are to
participate in  the comprehensive
plan of coverage. |

Data to be sought will include
loeation of favored nesting areas,
number of mother ducks with broods,
number of ducklings io the brood,

number of nests, old ducks without

broods and total number of all ducks
by species. Information also sought
will be the causes of losses on breed-
ing grounds and whav can be done to
eliminate them and to improve im-

portant nesting areas.

Dog Adopts Foxes

The Bear Lake, Mich., timber
wolf mother, which is rearing
four police dog pups, has its
counterpart in South Carolina,
where Judge W. S. Toler of So-
ciety Hill has a dog mothering
four baby foxes.

The four orphaned foxes were
adopted by Judge Toler's pet
with little hesitancy, and' are
thriving as well as if their own
mother were caring for them.

Skeet for Archers

Archers of Birmingham, WMich,,
have developed a new competitive
sport called “Robin Hood skeet.” It
is intended to give new impetus to
the sport and develop a game which
will bhe attractive to all who enjoy

bow and arrow. The principle an
practice of skeet shooting is fol-
lowed,

Robins Have Quints

Robins usually raise three young
at a time, but these seem to be un-
usually prolific days. A Salamanca,
N. Y. rock pardener reporfs a nest
with five fledglings. The appetites of
the five hungry birds instead of the
usual three, nearly drove the parent
birds frantic.

SENAKE IS SLOW GOER

Oregon has only one poisonous
snake, the rattler. It is no where
numerous and if you see him first
there is no cause for alarm. The
highest speed of the fastest snake,
as measured by Dr. Walter Mosauer
of the University of California at
Los Angeles, is 3.6 miles an hour, a
moderate walking pace for a man.

Peasants in Sweden use a cerfain
kind of locust to bite off warts.

Power plant photo by May Nerdstrom: duck
and bear photos by W, L. and Irene Finley,

Power plant 'on Bull Run river
near Dodge park regarded by
true sportsmen as menace to
salmon. Fish in this stream
lunge to untimely fate as no
screen has been provided. The

" Scaup or Blue Bill duck is be-

coming rarity because of lim-
ited breeding space in north.
Black bear ancr cub—in the
tree—one of most humanlike
animals of the wilds. Slaughter
of bruin at this time of year
deemed futile as both meat
and fur are worthless.
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Life Articles

Hunter Gains
Nothing, and
Bruin'sNoMore

Aeccording to a dispatch from
Banks, Or., a few days ago, two',-
hunters killed a mother bear #nd
her cub. When discovered, the
mother was tearing a stump apart to
get ant eggs, When his mother was
shot, the cub climbed a tree to es-
cape but he too was bored through
with a bullet.

A black bear is perhaps the
most human of all wild animals
in the Oregzon woods. He is a
sort of clown or a happy-go=
lucky fellow, always with an at=
titude of having a lof of fime on
his hands and he can’t figure cut
just whal te do next., He eals
grass as a horse or cow does,
also digs for rootis, grubs, mice
or ant eggs.

But perhaps his greatest joy is to
find a bee tree and scoop out the
honey. Fish or fruit also is a part
of his menu, A wild bear in the
woods is so afraid of man that even
a mother with a cub is never very
dangerous. Al times when food is
searce, a bear hags been known fo
kill a sheep or a pig. This rarely
happens and is no more a habit in
the bear fribe than murder is in-
herent in the human race.

Many states protect the black bear.
Even if, permitied, few gunners
would kill a dos or a fawn at this
season' of the year. The {flesh is not
good for food and it is poor sports=
manship. The same applies fo a
mother bear and her cub. The fur is
not in prime condition, either,

This wanton killing of wild
animals just to be shooting
something is a thing thaf turns
the average run of peeple against
hunters, Tt is rather difficult to
cxplain but often times when a
person gets a gun in his hands
and sees something alive in the
woods, the spirit of killing pos-
sesses him,

Today there iz a large class of
people in this state who like to get
out of doors for the joy of seeing
the streams, the forests and the
mountfains. The sight of a deer or

Cure for Bite of
'Widow' Found

ium sulphate, an

d |almost certain cure for the poison

Injection of a solution of magnes-
application of
iodine and large quantities of wa-
ter or non-alecoholic liguids taken
internally, has been found to be an

of the black widow spider. Fifty-two
cases of spider bite have been freat-
ed at Fresno General hospital in
Fresno, Cal, without a fatality. An
intoxicated man or a very small
child has small chance of recovery,
however. The child, because its small
bedy. is mnot strong enough 1o
counteract the amount of poison the
spider injects.

It should always be borne in mind
that the spider does not go ouv of
its way to attack persons. It bpits
only in self-defense.

It's the Caterpillar

Clothes moths do not eat clothes.
Its caterpillar, which does the dam-
age, never comes outf of its case to
eat, but drags its home along with
it as it eats,

EITHER BIRD OR 0OX
Typically feline, a leopard can
pounce on a sparrow or strike down
an ox with equal agilify, according

to Dr. W. H. Osgood, zoologist.

bear in the woods gives the aver-
age person a thrill he never for-
gets. It would be a great attrac-
tion if such a sight were occasion=
ally available along our highways.
The average person is robbed of such
thrills and enjoyment because there
are always killers wandering around
with Joaded guns.

few years ago I went out along
a woodsy road west of Salem with
Dr. G, C, Bellinger. He had discov-
ered a ruffed grouse that for some
unknown reason would fly af him
and actually strike his leg with its
wings when he approached this
patch of woods, It was not a mother
protecting her home site but an un-
usually bold male. While I have
known of several cases of this kind,
it is rare for a ruffed grouse to at-
tack a man.

A few days later when Dr. Bel-
linger took another friend out to
view this unusual sight, the seattered
feathers in the road revealed some
gunner had murdered the sirange
acting grouse, .

One of the important aitractions
to thousands of ecitizens in our na-
tional parks is the fact that gunners
are not allowed there and that wild
birds and animals can be seen by
visitors. Experience in such places
shows that many wild folk of the
woods are more valuable alive than
dead.

WHALES DIVE UNMEASURED

How deep in the sea whales can
dive has not yet been discovered
by seience:







Upland G
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Road and Dam
Held Liability
To Wild Rogue

A few years ago it was might hard
for people living on the edge of a
wild and undeveloped region in this

state to have any other thought than
that their future depended on good
roads, increase of traffic and com-
merical development. Today many
are thinking that more wealth and
happiness may come from the nat-
ural attraction of forests, streams
and mountaing and from the recrea-
tional viewpoint which has grown
rapidly in Oregon.

More and move interest cen-
ters in a river like the Rogue
as one of the most valuahle
streams in Oregon, For many
years it was known far and wide
as one of the best trout and sal-
mon streams in the country. It
is also known that commercial
fishing, the iwo dams in the
Rogue river valley and pollution
of its waters have greatly re-
duced its crop of fish,

Proposals for more dams in the
Rogue for power purposes and for
building a highway along its course
from Gold Beach to Grants Pass have
been talked of. The course that this
river has cut from the Rogue river
valley through the Coast range to
the sea is still one of the primitive
areas in the state. The guestion nat-
urally avises as to whether these
proposed commercial developments
will be more wvaluable than detri-
mental in future to the people of
Oregon,

Where there ds only a limited
number of rivers with fish re-
sources that exist in mno other
place in the world, which when
once destroyed -cannot be ye-
placed, should there mot be
thoughtful and careful planning?
In developing one natural re-
source, why destroy another re-
source of equal or greater value?

It is well known that dams in a
river frequented by migratory fish
‘create ponds and give the water a
higher temperature and eventually
destroy fish runs. Power can be pro-
duced in many places, Roads are oft-
en built more economically in fol-
lowing the ridges raiher than the
winding stream course,

A great deal of money has been
spent by the state in building hatch-
eries and propagating fish, and many
people think streams can be kept
stocked in this way. Up to ihe pres-
ent time, the state has not been able
{0 keep fish in a stream when its
course is measured by a modern
paved highway. -

Never in the history of this nation
has there been so much money avail-
able for roads as through the gaso-
line tax, and never has there been
such a wide-spread campaign of road
puilding. The wilderness or primitive
areas in the United States have been
shrinking rapidly. The question arises
logically as to whether some of these
regions should not be preserved in
the wild state before it is too late.

There are many ways fo put an end
to primitive areas, but no one has yel
discovered how to restore them.
More and more people, tied down
with business cares and city life, do
not want to see everything commer-
cialized, They are eager for a few
peaceful sanctuaries where they may
go and refresh themselves.

Crossbills Reappear

Crosshills appeared at DePoe bay
last week for the {first time in two
or three years, according to J. C,
Braley, who is building a permanent
residence on a sightly spot almost
within reach of the ocean’s spray.
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ame Bird Preservation Is Serious Issue—

Lure Many Sportsmen to Field and Sfream

Two Billion
Once;Pigeons
Entirely Gone

The most siriking example of the
disappearance of a species in Amer-
ican natural history is that of the
‘Passenger pigeon. This bird was
never a resident of ‘the western part
of the United States. Alexander Wil-
son in 1808 esfimated there were over
two billion wild pigeons in a great
flock near Frankfurt, Ky, Up to 1870
the Passenger pigeons were so abun-
dant east of the Mississippl that there
could be no thought of any material
decrease, let alone their entire dis-
appearance Haywever, from that date
on their numbers grew less. :

The maost likely cause of the de-
‘crease in numbers of these birds was
that they nested in big colonies. Dur-
ing the breeding season they were
systematieally slaughtered for mar-
ket purposes, In 1869 from the town
of Hartford, Mich., three carloads of
pigeons were shipped to market each
day for 40 days. This makes a total
of approximately 11,880,000 birds.
This also oceurred in another town
in Michigan which marketed 15,840,-
000 birds in fwo years. Large num-
bers were netted in traps.

It was an old custom to use live
Passenger pigeons as targets in shoot-
ing tournaments, In places through
the Middle West where birds were
breeding, men shook the squabs out
of the trees in great numbers and
used them to fatten hogs.

The passing of this remarkable
bird has been a strong lesson for
better conservation of wild life in
the United States, Its disappearance
may be attributed to carelessness by
the American people. Realization of
a tragedy of this kind in our outdoor
life has not only already saved the

The Braley collection of eggs and
nests will be on display for frlendsi
in their new home.

band-tailed pigeon of the West, but

, game birds

Hunting and fishing draw many men away from the city during a
course of a twelve-menth. Here are four objects of trips to

streams and mountains. Above on the left—Blue grouse and
the right) George Putnam and E. E. Kelly of Medford angling
steelheads in the Rogue, one of the best known fishing streams
in the country. Right center—Wester Sandpiper, a wading bird
of the coast, and (below) California valley quail,‘one of the native

I

&on
or

of Oregon.

Pilchard Oil Prized

Qil from rilchards is used in the
manufacture of linoleum floor cov-
ings, Few profein foods even ap-
proach pilchards in their wvarious
canned forms, from the standpoint of
food value per dollar, say diatetic
experts. The pil is said to exceed
medieinal cod-liver oil in the vitamin
D potency, while approaching the

is bringing it back to its former
haunts.

value of cod-liver oil in the more
rare vitamin A.

Hummer Tops in
Feathered Racers

Speed championship in the
bird world must be accorded the
hummingbird = with runner-up
honarg going to the bat.

The human eye cannot follow
the hummer, when desiring to
leave a bed of flowers for an-

other more favorable spot, he.
§ shools away in g flash, says
American Nature association of
“Washington. :

By the speed of a car, wood-
“peckers, thrushes and finches

ve been found to have a 30-
mile-an-hour record, barnswal=
lows 40. o W

Big Turtle Hunt On

Michigan fishermen, augmented by
hundreds of visiting Ohio sporfsmen,
are now engaged in their annual mid-
summer turtle cateh. Snappers, the
predatory species which feeds on

| |fish-and young dueklings, are valued

' |leommercially for their meat, from

ONE IN 40 TONS .
One salmon to every 40 tons (ill!
pilchards is taken in purse seine nets
in waters near Coos Bay according

to Master Fish Warden M. T, Hoy,
Salmon taken in this manner are,
in the main, only fair-sized fish. The
commission allows fishermen to use

which delicious soup is made. They
are larger than the painted furtle,
which feeds on larvae of mosquitoes.
Lakes, ponds and large streams are
infested with snappers, which are
easily caught as they bask in the sun
on logs and stumps at the water's
edge, or sleep in a hole dug in the

{hem as food, but forbids selling or
wasting them.

stream bank, their protruding fails
furnishing an easy target.

Nut and Seed
Eaters Aid to
Oregon Woods

During September when the hazel-
nuts are ripe, I often see the jays
gathering the crop. A few days ago I
saw one fly down the hillside with a
nut in his beak and tuck it under a
fussock of grass. Back he came four
times and buried as many more nuts,
One might wonder whether he could
ever locate the nuts again, If not, the
nuts will sprout and grow in the
spring, producing more bushes and
a larger crop.

Certain species of birds and mam-
mals are an important factor in
spreading plant life., The dogwoods
now are covered with red berries.
The robins and flickers are gather-
ing in the harvest, The seeds are ex-
creted here and there, and this is the
real reson why dogwood trees grow
abundantly in our wooded sections.

Red squirrels and chipmunks are a
real reason why dogwood trees grow
in the distribution of our forest trees.
The red squirrels gather and bury
many cones of the Douglas fir,

One day when a red or pine squir-
rel was very busy, I sneaked through
the trees to the bottom of the hill.
He was making regular trips about
50 yards up to some hazel bushes, I
marked the spot where he was stor-
ing nuts in a hole in the ground.
When I thought he had finished I
sneaked over, cleared away the cov-
erltr;g of dry leaves and dug out 23
nuts,

Before I could replace these and
get away, I was discovered and the
squirrel was as mad as an old hen
when her chicks are bothered, He
sputtered and chattered. When I re-
treated a few yards, he ran down,
uncovered the store and got the nuts
out in a hurry. He was so excited
that he grabbed one, ran off a short
distance, shoved it under the leaves
and grass and went back for an-
other, Soon he had nuts scattered in
a dozen different places. I was satis-
fied he would never find them all
again, yet he stoad to win in either
case, Those he found later he could
eat when he needed them, and those
he failed to find would produce more
bushes for a future harvest,

New Road High Up
And One of Beauty

The McKinley - Roseburg forest
road, which goes via the Tioga coun-
try, shortening the present Myrtle
Point route to the inland town by ap-
proximately one third, will open a
recreational possibility heretofore
undeveloped in Coos county—that of
winter sports, according o the Coos
Bay Times, .

Climbing to an elevation of 2700
feet a few miles west of Williams
river, the road penetrates an area
covered with several feet of snow at
least two mronths of nedrly every
vear. Last year the snow wag nearly
three feet deep and remained for
'several months. This is the highest
public highway in the county.

e —— p

Metal Tags Boon
To Grey Squirrel

John G. Kuenzel of The Central
States forest experiment station finds
meial tags, which foresters have
been using io ideniify young ftrees,
gnawed to the point of elimination,
The tags are made of aluminum, The
copper nails with which the tags
were fastened to the {rees are
scorned by the gnawers. The toolh
marks were positively identified as
those of the grey squirrel.

A merchandise shoot will be staged
Sunday morning at the Everding
Park traps of the Portland Gun club,
it was announced Friday by Jim
Morris, secretary of the club. A 50-
hird event and a 23-bird handicap

will be staged.

Blind Shooting
Rule in Duck
Law Modified

Hunters in blinds or legal float-
ing craft may shoot within 100
feet of natural vegetation that
may be some distance from
shere, according to an amend-
ment to the federal regulations
approved in a proclamation by
President Roosevelt. The origin-
al provision limited hunting to
areas within 100 feet of vegeta--
tion continuous with the shore, a
degree of restriction not essen-
tial to the regulation’s purpose of
preventing open-water shooting
of the diving ducks, which have
been found to be more seriously
depleted in numbers than other
species.

The proclamation also includ-
ed amendments to clarify regula-
tions that inadvertently made re-
strictions not intended. The new
amendment provides that in
those states having open season
on such birds, rails (other
than coots), woodcock, mourning
doves, and band-tailed pigeons
may be shot from 7 a. m. to sun-
set. The original regulation
would have stopped such shoot-
ing at 4 o'clock in the afternoon,
the hour at which shooting ducks
and geese-must stop.

In Oregon shooting of band-
tailed pigeons is prohibited by
state law. The appareni opening
of the season by federal regula-
tion, therefore, does not affect
this state,

Rare Pigeons
SeenonTrip

To Champoeg

Following a closed season of sev-
eral years Oregon hunters will this
season be permitted fo shoot hand-
tailed pigeons. However, the hirds
are yet so scare throughout the Wil-
lamette valley it is not believed
many sportsmen will take advantage
of the opportunity. Those who hunt
with guns as well as those who hunt
only with cameras and field glasses
have been rejoicing at the return
of these beautiful game birds.

George L, Rauch, local attorney,
former president of the Advertising
club and prominent in Legionnaire
gircles is first to respond to this de-
partment's requesting for. nesting
data regarding these birds. In his let-
ter which follows he also pays his
respect to the polluted condition of
the Willametie river, ]

“Tn connection with a clean river, 1
took oceasion to go with the Chamber
and the Ad club on theit trip to
Champoeg, I have made this trip
several times by canoe as a part of
the journey between here and Eu-
gene, but never was 1 more im-

ressed with our utter disregard of

he beautiful Willamette as an assel

than I was on that frip.

“One thing brightened the ocea-
sion, and that was that when we
went opposite Jennings Lodge a fine
pair of band-tailed pigeons came to-
ward us along the river, They are so
unique that it was easy to spot-them
nearly a mile upstream from them
snd I showed them to Bill Knight
and several of our other friends as
we went by, but I found that to them
they were just another bird and
might as well have been one of our
city dock and loft domestic mongrels.

“Tyer since we have lived on West-
over we have watched a litile colony
that lives in the trees just at the
north edge of that addition, They
have grown from a pair to some doz-
en or more, We often see six or
eight at a time, and they have a
daily flight which seems tfo bring
them from the Willamette up toward
Jennings Lodge. After reading your

article in The Journal I am more of
the opinion that the pair which we

Populace Gain
Grave Threat;
2 Alternatives

Can our native upland game birds
survive with the growth of develop-
ment and the increased population in
Oregon? Thig is one of the most dif-
ficult problems facing the state game
commission, Fiye different species of
grouse and three kinds of guail place
Oregon in a distinctive position as
compared with every other state of

the Union. If these native birds can-
not survive under the changing con-
ditions, the only alternative may be
to put them in the song bird class
with no open shooting season.

Oregon game authorities are
intrusted with the protection,
preservation and propagation of
these resources. Three state game
farms have been maintained, Ac~
cording to the printed reports the
last six yvears, 5284,920 has been
spent on propagation of foreign
game birds.

During  this period, 1005 upland
game birds have been raised and re-
leased while the number of intro=
duced species propagated and re-
leased reaches a total of 128801,
These are largely Chinese or ring-
necked pheasants and European par-
fridges.

Varicus gpe¢ies of nafive quail
have been raised in captivity at the
state game farm and successful ex-
periments in raising grouse have
been carried on. It is reported the
game commission 18 abandoning the
effort to propagate these native
species.

The last few years a young
man by the name of Wesley Bat-
ierson of Nehalem has been em=-
ployed by the commission to car-
ry on the experiment of raising
blue or sooty grouse and ruffed
grouse,. With a love for the birds
and with the patlence eof a real
naturalist, he has accomplished
what no onec else has done in the
United States.

At present he has 117 blue grouse.
Some of these are of the fourth
generation, It is reported that at the
next meeting the game commission=
ers will abandon this project.

Two plans are open to the com=
mission. In the first place, the large
investment in game farms can be
used in raising a guantity of Chinese
pheasants to liberate before the hunt-
ing season so gunners will get the
impression the commission is fur-
nishing something for their license
money. The second and more diffi-
eult plan is an effort to save our dis=
appearing species of mnalivé game
birds. This requires secientific study
by experts. If means collection of
basic facts so lacking at present and
which are needed to conserve those
natural game resources that make
Oregon distinctive from every other
state.

Intevest in the out-of-doors devel-
ops the imagination and establishes
theoriés about all game problems.
Every man thal casts a fly or shoul-
ders a gun has his own ideas. Real
game conservation is an involyed
problem, but it is also a practical

roblem. The spending of several
Eundred thousand dollars a year
without the facts to prove that ade-
quate results are achieved is not
good business: Fundamental facts of
game problems can be gained only
through young students trained in
scientifie thinking and who are en-
dowed with patience and a love for
work. They are available in our stafe
institutions at an ordinary living
wage,

met on the river were coming from
feeding grounds to their nesting
lace in the tall firs just below our
ouse, so I am accepting your sug-
gestion and reporting what may me a
well known colony of these big, fine
natives of Oregon,”
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