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“Use of Marginal Land Part of
Wide Program, Beck Tells
~ Game Conference. |
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RESTORATION IS KEYNOTE

"

Plan, Viewed as Most Com-
prehensive in History, Goes
Before Wallace Today.

With the emphatic declaration
that “'the time for consérvation has
passed, the time for restoration has
‘come,”’ Thomas H. Beck, chairman
‘of the President's Committee on
"Wild Life, outlined to the delegates
~of the American Game Conference

At the Hotel Pennsylvania yester-
«day the program for game preser-
“vation which will be submitted to
‘Secretary of Agriculture Wallace
. today and then transmitted to Mr.
- Roosevelt.
© In the first public statement on
the aims of the committee, Mr.
Beck sketched a tremendous under-
. faking calling for the use of at
~least one-third of the 50,000,000
‘acres of marginal land which the
‘Department of Agriculture intends
1o purchase as part of its farm re-
habilitation program.

‘The commitiee proposes that the
land be used for breeding and nest-
ing areas for migratory waterfowl.
It will be, in the view of the ma-

jority of the 600 delegates who
rd the proposal, the greatest
restoration plan in the history of
American wild life,
Says Money Is Available.

There iz no necessity of waiting
for legislation, Mr, Beck informed
“his hearers. Money for the pur-
-chase of the land has already been
-set aside and is in the hands of
one of the government corpora-
. tions,

_All that |s needed is that the
. Washington authorities be im-
- pressed with the importance and
value of the undertaking, so that
~money will be made immediately

~available, ;
© "The report of the committee will
© propose the restoration of migra-
tory waterfowl nesting areas by the
« purchase of a large number of such
~areas in B}'ﬁ;els v:;ieg!;e the birds nat-
‘urally mu f given proper en-
* vironment. a.!fd food,"” id Mr.
~ Beck. "‘But this is not all. We
will also propose a nation-wide up-
“land game restoration program with

~ Supporting Mr, Beck In pressin
 the urgency of action for waterfowl
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ducks in Central and Eastern
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port of Mr. Lioyd on the der
éhts of waterfowl from Canada,
extending, he said, over a period of
four years. RIS L=

Robie W. Tufts, federal migra-
story bird official of the Maritime
- Provinces, estimated the number of

brant and Canadian geese in those
- Provinces last season as only 5 per

cent of what it had been in normal
. conditions four T8 ago.

In telling of the committee's
plans, only a part of which were
made public, Mr. Beck asserted
that there is evidence of a "contin-

- uing and critical” decline in the
country's wild life resources, espe-
~cially the migratory waterfowl.
- This he attributed to the destruc-
-~ tion and neglect of vast natural
breeding and nesting ‘places by
drainage, the encroachment of ag-
‘riculture and the failure of random
-schemes for checking the evils,
. “There has been no evidence of
any comprehensive and coordinated [
plan or effort to correct the situa-
tion,” he said. "'The plan to with-
draw by purchase marginal lands
unsuited for commercial agricul-
tural uses affords an unusual oppor-
tunity, as does employment under
the A, to carry out a compre-
hensive. national program of res-
| toration.”

| Seek Natural Conditions,

| With the statement that his com-
| mittee is simply seeking to restore
things to their natural conditions,
. the chairman asked for the sup-
port of the Audubon Society nnd'
. the Society of Mammalogists for
. the program. (

‘'The committee,"” said Mr. Beck,
"by mutual agreement has deter-
mined to omit from present consid-

| etation all highly controversial is-
sues and to include restoration
_projects for all species, and to en-
list the support and noufe_ratlon of
-all persons and organizations in the
preservation and increase of wild
life, rather than confine our report
| merely to game. : .
YAt present, authdg_t{y over wild-
. life protection is scattered through
many departments and hbureaus,
and the principal authority, the
. Bureau of Biological Survey, is in-
- adequately equipped and manned
_ for a large adm ative task.
| ““The President has ample author-
ity under existing laws to consoli-
date departments and bureaus.
Nothing contemplated in our re-
port, so far as we know, will re-
quire legislation and therefore the
plan, if approved, may be put into
immediate axecution.”
Chief Points of Program.

The four-point program on which
he and his associates, Professor
Aldo Leopold and J. N, Darling,
have agreed upon, was stated by
Mr. Beck as follows:

' First—Restoration of migratory

waterfowl nesting places by pur-
‘chase (one-year lease with option

to buy to hasten possession) of a

large number of areas. Cost of

acquisition, restoration, including
dams, dikes, &c., and manage-
ment will be included.

Second—A nation-wide upland
game restoration program with
specific projects, costs, &c.

Third—A nation-wide plan for
action involving the aecquisition
and restoration of areas suitable

. nated and businesslike adminis-

Fourth—A proposal for a coordi-

cessful operation if and when the

Mr. Beck left last night for Wash-
ington, where, with the other mem-
bers of the committee, the final
draft of the report will be made.
1t may be submitted to the Presi-
dent tomorrow following the con-
vening of the Senate Committee on
Wild Life for a hearing.

The plea made by the Wild Life
Committee for the reclamation of
unused lands received powerful
support from William Lovell Fin-
ley of Portland, Ore;, member of
the Migratory Bird Advisory Board.

Citing Mr, Beck’s remarks that
“millions of acres of and
other l_:g}rmar&nal land upon which
hundreds o‘f' koua&nda o mﬂ:f;
are going broke trying to make a
living would be of much mote
economic worth if retired io the
public domain and nature aided in
producing a crop of wild life there-
on,” Mr. Finley at once hrp_lgh!: up
the matter of the restoration of
Malheur and Klamath Lake reser-
vations in Southern Oregon. These,
he said, should be restored for the
“future of outdoor-loving America."

Mr. Finley said that ‘‘the schemes
of land promoters and the ambi:
tions of politicians'' had turnec
what was once a paradise for wild
life into a “desert waste of dry peat
and alkali, for after the lakes had
been drained it had been found that
%he !.anﬁ'_ r:;:h.!m,ﬁ was unsuitable
or cultivation.” o
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He the heginnin
destruction of blrdwlié:ntom ty-on
forty years ago, when the *free
land" ‘craze was at its height,
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regions bordering I
Lake Michigan were explaint
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Ohio Marshowners
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of the carp, butwﬁﬁ“ also
the level of marshes several

have increased by about one-th
this year, as ccm{e_,d with past
years. He attributed this to con- |
servative shooting, rehabilitation of
old rye ﬁetlgs :.;ndi- rotection before.
and after the shoo , [ B
If conditions over &m con-
tinent were the same as those pre-
vailing in South Carolina, he said,
there would be no duck
Four hundred offici

tes attended the
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