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Q OME twenty-five years ago, in one of my first visits to Boston, I met Bradford 
C) Torrey, a quaint naturalist and essayist, who was as shy and retiring as a 

warbler in nesting time. Years later just before he died, he asked that some 
of his friends search the hills and find a boulder to mark his grave. My good 
friend, the late Dallas Lore Sharp, showed me where he and some others found a 
solid, time-worn stone rolled down by the glacial age and marked the spot where 
Toney lies. 

John Burroughs, the seer of Slabsides, has also come into his last wish. He is 
resting on the hillside above Woodchuck Lodge at the side of a big boulder where 
he played as a boy. Toward the end of life's trail, how prone we are to lay our 
bones beside some hard and enduring object that time cannot destroy! To a 
naturalist who thinks he has little to leave save his bones, a time-worn boulder 
has a strong appeal. But Torrey and Burroughs and Sharp have left more than 
rocks. Their monuments are in their books, living and lasting invitations to all 
Americans to walk in the woods by still waters and lift up their eyes to the moun· 
ta ins. 

CWHO, upon taking second thought, wants to spend even a part of his wealth 
to erect a costly mausoleum in a cemetery where the dead are dead and the 

living come but to mourn? What is a name among the dead when it can be en-
graved upon the hearts of men by a memorial that is of lasting service? It is a 
thoughtful tendency of our age when men of wealth erect living monuments to 
serve the needs of their fellow citizens. And it is fitting that the graves of Torrey 
and Burroughs are marked with simple boulders. They have given their lives to 
create a greater love for the simple things out-of-doors. In every walk of life are 
those who owe much to the rivers, fields, forests and the wild folk that dwell 
therein. 

Can there be a greater living monument than the endowment of an association 
of men and women to restore a clean and healthful out-doors for the use and bene· 
fit of all our people? This may be likened to a policy to insure law and order in 
place of crime, an endowment of vigor and health to supplant weakness and death, 
for in the strength and health of youth lies the health and strength of the land. 
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