
'"'here 

// 
a group of credulous hotel Q.1.ests ;•;ho stood nlifbi~J11uixaitct . .::.i.,... moi.1thg 

a[!;ape nd eyes wide, visionine the old she-bear belil<:iigin.s Lake Camp 

~ " in the dead of night. Yes, she certainly.-d-±d that, chargine; wit':! a 

ruoh and rumole down th-, main aisle betweea tha long row ::>f white 

tents, till startled sleeper a eud<lenly sat up in bed, p1~t:n.fied "'.t 

th*" thinness of' canvas walls cmd i..mmin nt dee.th i'rom her -:;,,.,._, t 
(!J;")" a lawless s irit , 

<..+ Pf.VIS ar1d go 7 j a .,s. ~ Sl-i~ had b con:is :J. bols'.ev ·~ 'l\--, ···* 

mischief of 

a.r i vinr; her 

any kind, 

, 'J{t) 
o~ Yes, 

hatre:d of human beings and a 1~·enzy 

that v:as i~ Comiyto ':,h13 bit; log 

\ ( .( 

t'or destructio-vJ \ ~ 
storeho'J.ee 

~ fer provisions (at the end of the ltrnc,y •, 'ind :..eccne mor;;:~ac 

"-:t_) ..,ec&use rian had walled up all the food tha".. she 1 iked aad1had become 
Cl 

acNliltomed to eat aroclnd the doors of' the hotels . !lith a sweep of' 

her great pa11;, she had ripped the massive door from i~s '1in-e ;. !Icr; 

the ···'r.cJ."d:; :.r_ ~~~'~o~ ~-£~,-~~L!ii;;.[· _a de.--l=-Eh~ci . 
...._... on dry pir.e needles under ~h t7-~ at th9 edze o; u 

h:. i:::11 i1o"n~ l · r n..e-e.r'o1· cc. F E- t' 1 ee miles below - amp. 1'he e:un fil-

tered down on ';he lue'', 0·9e~1, bogg;;r ple c·rn~r·.1.gonflies buzzed tl1eir 

. r ,,ery 1"ir.gs a:...o·;,., u ~..t :;0 :._ _. , b.... soft 11;ind huwued "hie,i" overhead in 

the tops of the tall trees!-J A lulling quietness hung over ever~r­
not f'ifty yards in front of me 

~ A~-id here!\..~~ nt et'~ was the old bla.clc cuppri 0c skinz in 

7 .., · _:__ ~· . .b:rtxz:tx~xz O:di:i.nall r a ~w made by the 

oozing up of an underground ::~ream, tli.is L.eeel'·0 s a luv·triour- 'm.th 
~4. ~ 

for one bear or another llls:il1-'. anrl .H-- dcily-\'.ade lar.e:;er and. deeper by 

t'1e turn:.ng sh;J.t cf biE bodies . 01::':. 'luther Bruin was sozzllng her-

self and rollin5 about ~~-that e;oft , muG.-pie mixture till her black hair 

stood up 

that she 

like pi['.; 1 s bristles . ;v(.µttble .nd. 

ra s ;,i': ... e1·.1.~' _ ... livioulil 1th(t a humaa being 

c nt.er.ted waa ohe 

we.._ ,1ithir¢' a. 

J 
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(/? .,,l,;;;,.;d of her. ~ 
-Almeliilt she had~forgotten her two black cubs that she h9d left 

playing among some aepens on a little higher ground . They had been 
~~?#.-< 
~~ v1Jh e~ other, standing on their hi[ld legs , dancing and m 
jigging about~ slender , white trunk, rec.ching around to cuff~ rAA;J 

ear or grab a mouthful of black wool. The mimic warfare went on w.ith-

out a sound, the soft padding Jf their feet hardly coming to my ears . 

. They looked to be several months old ' 

and ns if one of them w.:>uld make quite an armful. But cubs are al-

wayli deceptive to the eye, for they are nore wool than weight . When 

a cub is born, he is blind, naked, and helpless and reighs not more 

than twelve ounces. In the dark winter cave , he lies beside his l .... ~ 
big mother ,_'~igh~ from four to eie;ht hundred pounds, for~ lr!'1orn 

v:hile she is still in hibernation . Perhaps he has a twin, and to-

e;ether 
pale 

/\sun of 

they sleep beeide her for four or aix weeks, till the frosty , pin 
of February or ... 1arch 

Q(!l]tkJ:c<m:pi:ng shines on dew-wet grase . .dow the four- months 1 dd 

cubs were able to take care of thems elves . They, too , were oblivious 

of ::ae, althougn I could have throym a pebble at their ~eet , so near 

was I. 

~h~ bBntam prize- fight wus etill ~oing on am~in, but edging 

trunk by trunk a little .1earer to n.e. ;.ll n.t OL.ce there wo.s e. frigh-

tened aqueal from one of the pugilists, and both of them scampered 

directly under my big tree und stood looking; back at the little aspen . 

They ha.C 'l!eth- become bawling infants , althouc:h as far as I could see\ 

the world was devoid of dangers to cubs at that ~oment . But that wail 

f'or help awoke the old mother out of her nud- caked trance. She 

floundered heavily up ~~the ~ooze , scattering black drops 

as she moved, and made strai ght in my direction, al~hou~1 she wae only 

ha l f herself . I t vie.a enough. They needed her. She l unge d on until 

she was barely ten feet away; then aKa becoming aware 01· me, she 
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r 

with what seemed cruel , beady eyes. The cubs broke and ran _to her 

side , squealing and snuffling louder than ever. I could have shaken 

them. The little imps! With a warning grunt, the mother sent them 

up a little tree, where they xat finally K~~ quieted down and sat 

as ::;;till as the leaves above them. The old mother ~ still held 

her gdound, eyeing me threateningly . I did not move~/!:l no uee
1 1 

She would have caught me anyway. A.t las+ , :::t:,<-'ke,,-(...11..e._. 
. I 

to run. 

as if she , too , was wary about turning her back to me, g lowly 

away ; a11d when she was at what she considered a safe distance, she 

called the cubs down. All three ambled off between the trees and 

were soon lost in the woods. 

I st ill sat under the bic; tree thinking. Was she such a crbw-

inal? Had she bven a wild , devouring demon that nie;ht of' the raid? 
really 

What was she after? Lid sh~have blood in her eye for the human 
()./ii 

beings that had fed her and tamed her, JJiil;::t:l she had come closer and 

closer to their homes and their -lives;-until she had become too in-

timate and was unafraid of them? Was she now a wild animal any more? 
rather 

Was s'1E: notl\a ce;ai-domeeticated creature who merely had lost her awe CC< 

~·'u.. ~i.u.Ao.. - l~ 'VvU. !\()· 
for a human being? ?i£And. smelling bacon in a storehouse, what would 

come ~r to her · · than to take the ehortestway to get what she 

loved above all other food? Her ne.ed was great; her etrenght was 

more than equal to it. So she went openly -- ever~ if in the dark, for 

that ~ ~ ner brornt :kn~ foraging time-- end took what she wanted noisily, 

unceremoniously pitchinr; out of her way what hindered l-ier. 

The f'lUn still e.hone dovm on the empty r:eaG.07,r v·it~~ ':h:; mr.pty 

bear- wallow. But the low hum in the high treei; had beco~e a sing-

ing sound of joy. 

1 
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