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élacemgtmher mad bath in a big wallow 1n

the meadow; shay the most vicgme? eumnl ol #‘
in Yellowstone Park. m&-the sgrieved property owrxez/to V\%

a group of credulous hotel guests who stood wkdms#syadxara with mouths

There she was, ¢

agape and eyse wide, visioning the old ghe~bear beseiging Lake Camp
&_\Q}uvv‘-"‘

in the dead of night. Yes, she certainly-did that, charging with a

rush and rumble down the main aisle betwsen the long row of white

tents, till stertled sleepers suddenly set up in bed, petrifisd at

the thinness of canvas walls £nd imminsnt death from her great

T@‘ a lawless spirit, —_—
pawe and gory jews./ She had become a bolshevilk, ,cand-wee bent on
!\‘-— /\

mischief of any kind, hatred of human beings and a frenzy for destruétiew/.| g

1,
driving her on. | Yes, that wese g Gomilg)\to the big log storehouse

:E'cr proviaicm (at. the end of the lane Y*‘ hed beccme more enrﬁged

pecsuse man had walled up all the food that she liked and/}.éd become
aciutomed to eat arcund the doors of the hotels. With a sweep of
_her great paw, she had ripped the mageive door from its hinres. ilow
the whole&ljcje:za a wreck a&d all *‘}e vinter, stores demolighed.
H on drtyaﬁine needles under ‘he 5 {'e at the edge of a
1igh mountein meedow some three miles below mamp. The sun fil-
tered down on the lueh, green, boggy placeeﬁ/dragonflisa buzzed their
pepery wings above werm “uuls./t\&_aoft wind hummemverhead in

SN

the tops of the tall trees. A lulling quietneaa hung over svary-
= not fifty yards in front of me
thix and herel\ar-m was the old black cupprit besking in

#bear wallov. Ewskxmkxkhx Originally a littlg hollow mede by the
oozing up of an underground stream, this h-me-s- a luxurious bath

for one bear or ancother smiky and”;.:‘aaily?‘:d} larger end deeper by.
the turning ebout of big bodies. 0Qld Hother Bruin wes sozzling her-
self and rolling ebout 1n that aoft.-, mud-pie mixture till her black hair

stood up like pig's bristles. Wa’nle end cuntent.ed waa she

thet ehe was utuerly .ulivioun}t‘hat 8 human being was f.rithin:,’ e
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g /_//?i '{w"?.“"ofher. M

#imest she hadﬁforgottan her two black cubs that she hed left

pPlaying among some aspens on a little higher ground. They hed been

g
?fFL each other, standing on their hipd legs , dancing and Fx

\ s 8 :
iigging about #he slender, white trunk, reaching around to cuff—eseh Gn/
ear or grab a mouthful of black wool. The mimic warfare went on with-

out a sound, the soft padding of their feet hardly coming to my ears.

W . They looked to be several months oldy

end as if one of them would make gquite an armful. But cubs are al-

vays deceptive to the eye, for they are more wool than welght. When

a cub 1s born, he is blind, naked, and helpless and weighs not more

than twelve ounces. In the derk winter cave, he lies begide hisg rﬁ

big mothsrlfﬁgightﬁg from four to esight hundred pounds, for is born

vhile ehe is still in hibernation. Perhaps he has & twin, end to-

gether they sleep beside her for four or six weeks, till the frosty, gm !

pale of Pebruary or March )
/\sun of mamiyxsprimg shinee on dew-wet grass. llow the four-monthe' dd

s |

cubs were able to take care of themselves. They, too, were oblivious
of me, although I could have thrown & pebble at their feet, so near
wes I.

The bantam prize-fight wee still going on amain, but edging
trunk by trunk & little nearer to me. All at once there wag & frigh-
tened squesl from one of the pugiliests, and both of them scampered
directly under my big tree and stood looking back at the little aepen. '4
They hed-bet¥ become bawling infants, slthough as far as I could aea\\
the world was devoid of dangere to cubs at that moment. But that wail
for help awoke the old mother out of her mud-ceked trance. She
floundered heavily up &.\ﬂ—the ‘Bllacie- 0oze, scattering black drops
as she moved, ané made straight in my direction, although she wag only
nalf herself. It wes enough. They needed her. Shé'Luﬁged on ungil

she was barely ten fest away; then mma becoming awere of me, che
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stopped abruptly with a backward huuch.\\and stood glaring at me
with what seemed cruel, beady eyes. The cubs broke and ran to her

side, squealing and smuffling louder than ever., I could have shaken

them. The little imps! With a warning grunt, the mother sent them

up e little tree, where they mmk finally mmk quisted down and sat
ag gtill as the leaves above them. The 0ld mother s¥eed still held

her gdound, eyeing me threateningly. I did not move.

It ﬁ? no use
to run. She would have caught me anyway. At last,
as if she, too, was wary about turning her back to me, shﬁl red slowly
away; eand when she was at what she considered a gafe distance, ghe
called the cube down. All three ambled off between the trees and
were scon lost in the woods.

I etill sat under the big tree thinking. Wes shs such 2 crime-
inal? Had she been & wild, devouring desmon that night of the raid?

really

Vhat was ghe after? Did shg\bave blood in her eye for the human
beings that had fed her and tﬁmed her,.ﬁﬁégi she had come closer and
closer to their homes and their livess~until she had become too in-
timate and was unafreid of them? Wee she now a wild animal any moref

rather
#igs she noty 2 semi-domesticated creature who merely had lost her awe ax

1}

for a human being? And smelling bacon in a storehouse, what would
come guleler to her th:ﬁ'to t;ﬁgkihé ;horteatway to get what she
loved above all other food? Her need was great; her etrenght was
more then equal to it. 8o she went openly —- even if in the dérk, for
thet f:“%er hunking foraging time-- and tock what she wanted noisily,
unceremoniouely pitching out of her way what hindered her.

The sun still shone down on the empty meadow with the empty

bear-wallow. But the low hum in the high trees had becoms a sing-

ing scund of joy.
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