
In t "(':1ve1·~n~ qbou+, +,hrm.l.{(h t,"t1is Sta+. e in t 1'e study 
. of wild bird li:.Pe, I have questioned ~l(' 1. as to ... , "' iJundancc 
of 'fild ducks. It is al::o.st a 1.mive1~sn1 O!)inlon 1:.1iat, vild 
ducK.:3 ars decreasin1:, in number very ra-oldJ. • 

"or instance, wl1ilo in Harney Countv las+, fmrn:11er, I 
. 1rent to see several of' t 11e older sett le rs to ask !J.b n1_t t 11e 
aoundance ~f duc~s. Every one oaici tllo llecJ'.' ,ase .Tas very 
1;1arl<.e<l. Althou~11 w:=i.ter fowl is quite plenti:fnl yet in ~:iect:Lons 
of Oregon, thore is absolutely no question but t 11e decrease 
if steady and rapid. 

One of the 11a.in causes for this is triat tl1ere lias 
been little or no check upon the hunter. Vlith the inprove111ent • 
in fire arms and the increased number of huJ1ters, +,11e dnckG 
are havin~ rnig11ty little s 11mY. 

The trouble with e~G:Pt-affieft duck hunters is, t·1ey 3ay 
the clucks do not breed here, but li,re in other sections of 
the coi.mtry. 11 If we do not shoot +, 1rnm as thl'y pass t11roui:i;h, 
some one else fill." so the ducks have no :ri~hts. 

There is no reason ''hY duckl'3 should not have the 
was forrnerly 

same protection as upland p;ame birds . Orea;on is one of the 

~reatest breedinp; place"' in the United States f'or ducks, a:i.d 

C8rtain sections a e still splendid breedin~ grow1d~ to-day . 

'l'110 duc!:s 1-iave bee-•1 driYe from. broedin?; in Orp ';on by ltJ::t.R±re~A-. 

disturbin~ them and hunting them and drivin~ them out-:-

Our present law allmrn these hunters to kill d ick.0 

five months of the year t11ronghout part of our State, and in 

other sections seven months and a half . Thffis season is en-

tirely too long. 

I am glad the sentiment of the Oregonian and the 

sentiment of our best class of people is against a so-called 

cla~s of hunters who are not sport~rnen at all, nho are mere 
-killers of wild biris. Re~ardless of all tho facts before 

them concernin~ the decrease of ducks; they still want to kill. 

~ot only that, they havo the unadulterated nerve to now come 

up before the Legislature ~ this State and ask to give them 

a lon.::,er time to shoot ducks. 11 ~1.rc do not Ki 11 en ,ugh. We are 

~oino; to fir;ht for a lorig;er season, 11 +,110y say . o+> course they v '. · 
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do 11ot :;:i u_ enout;ll . In f'o:rr11e~ .rcm·s +,hoy sl~, ,,;,_; t ere cl and 

slauc;htered an'l kLlled.: V!' ,n :Lt .r8.s rot l'io;ht to kill . Wm1 

1·rhen they 11ave ki 1_1ed of'f' and. driven away our duc?:.s so t~rnt 

they have :few left, inatead of' gi vin.c; the ducks a s 11ow ~hese 

inf'ernal pot-hunters are tryin1; to drive in +.he last s:pilrn 

so they can cor1plete the exter11ination . They are dernandin~ 

that the Legislators let them shoot lon~er in the "Prin~ ~o • they can p;et the ducks when they be.r.i;in to nest . 

In the narne of' p;ame protection , I vant to ask the 

Oregonian to raise 1 ts voiae ai!ainst :t~?i:.60:8'.to 1'et !J'f', 
I 
I can furnish the namer, of' some of them if:' th 

are wanted . I want to ask the people t 11ronghout the State 

'Tho are interested in the pre3'ervation of' 0~1r wild fowl to 

tal\:e a hand in this mat ter and see that our wi l d bird'3 arc not 

exterrn.in8.ted . 

I have ar~ued wi th these 1nen and t ried R&~ t o get 

them not to lengthen the iuck sea on in the new g~ne oi11 

l.irhich has been proposed. This b i ll. \Vas introduced in the 

Senate January 21st , as Senate Bill 99 . . It was introduced 
part 

into the House January 20th, as House Bill lOe. 
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