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Trout~ Salmon 
Too Speedy for 
Him to Catch 

The white pelican is grotesque in 
appearance when viewed at close 
quarters. At rest, he sits with his 
chin on his chest like a broken-down 
business man. In flight, he is one 1 of the showiest of North American 
birds. He rises from the water with. 
heavy wing beats, kicking backward 
with his legs at each flap of the .... 
wings to get a start. Under way, he i, 
flies with great ease, the wings mov-
ing slowly and then saili'tg. The 
black tips of the wing feathers make 
a sharp contrast to the snow-white 
body. 

Formerly the pelicans ranged 
in the East as well as on the Pa-
cific coast. Today the most east-
erly nesting site is on an island 
in Yellowstone lake. The largest 
colonies in the United States for-
merly were on the tule islands 
in Lower Klamath and Malheur 
lakes. When these lakes dried 
up, the pelicans disappeared. A 
large colony still e:xists on a 
peni11sula in Clear lake, North-
ern California. The nests are on 
the ground, and the birds pre-
fer a rocky or sandy island out 
in . the lake. But today such 
places are limited. 
A large skinny bag hangs from 

the lower part of the pelican's bill. 
This, when distended, holds several 
quarts of water. When not in use, 
this sack is contracted so it occupies 
little space. In catching fish, a bird 
swimming along makes a quick 
thrust of the bill downward, and · 
the pouch serves as a dipnet. Anglers 
sometimes complain about this fish-
eating bird, but as a rule it catches 
slow-moving fish and not trout or 
salmon. It formerly was thought the 
pouch was used to convey live fish 
to the little pelicans at home, but 
the pelican could not fly with his 
burden so out of trim. 

The first time one sees a mot-
ley crowd of half grown peli-
cans, he will think that nature 
has surely done her best to make 
something ugly and ridiculous. 
on warm days the young birds 
stand around with mouths open, 
panting like a 'Jot of dogs after 
a chase, their pouches shaken at 
every breath. If you approach, 
the youngsters go tottering off 
on their webbed feet with their 
wings drag gin g like poorly 
handled crutches. 
One might wonder how such a 

huge-billed bird as a pelican could 
feed a helpless chick just out of the 
egg. It is done with apparent ease. 
The old bird regurgitates a fishy 
soup into the front end of her pouch, 
and the baby pelican pitches right in 
and helps himself out of this family 
dish. As the young bird grows old-
er and larger, at each meal he keeps 
reaching farther into the big pouch 
of his parent until finally, when he 
is half grown, it is a most remark-
able sight. The mother opens her 
mouth, and the whole head and neck 
of her nestling disappears down her 
capacious maw, while he hunts for 
his dinner in the internal regions. 

-Photos by Boh man eY. 
Steady now, hold that pose, says William L. Finley as he snaps three young pelicans on the shore of 
Klamath lake when the water was there. The picture in lower left is not a fountain figure, just a big 
white bird yawning and, gosh, how he stretches. The other photo shows a mamma bird with her 

young. The two lower pictures were taken on Malheur lake, 

Won All But Two 
Tll.e Penn-Princeton football game 

at Princeton October 5 itself will be 
the 32d renewal of a series that 
started with football at Pennsylvania 
in 1876. Of the 31 games already 
played, Princeton has won all save 
two, Pennsylvania scoring in 1892 
and again in 1894 under the tutelage 
of the late Dr. George W. Woodruff. 

'Articles of Faith' 
Following are the "Articles of 

Faith" of the Wisconsin Fish and 
Game Protective league. 

"We agree to associate our-
selves together for the purpose 
of advancing the cause of good 
sportsmanship. 

"We will co-operate with the 
conservation commission and 
their agents in every way pos-
sible to prevent the threatened 
extinction of game birds and 
animals. We wilt use our in-
fluence to prevent violation of 
the law, and will exercise our 
legal privileges in moderation, 
and discourage the game and 
fish hog spirit. 

"Recognizing the rights of 
property owners, we condemn 
all acts of discourtesy and van-
dalism. We will discourage the 
careless use of cigarettes and 
cigars in our forests and report 
all fires to the proper authori-
ties." 

HOPES TO SAVE GAME 
The Junior Chamber of Commerce 

·of' Marshal, Mich., has organized a RARE BIRDS SEEN 
conservation league for sportsmen of Two rare tropical birds, a Glossy 
that part of the state. An advisory,Ibis and a Yellow Crowned Night 
board of 13 seasoned anglers and Heron, are reported seen near Mont-
hunters will guide its initial activi- clair, N. J., during the recent spring 
ties. • migration season. 
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