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No doubt many of you are acguanited with the sea-
coast region noxth of us, the great system of inland watex-
ways and network of small forested islends, which, to my mind,
is the most fascinating and adventuresome region I have evel
explored. This coastline from Seattle to the mouth of the
Yukon Rivexr In Alaska is bitten and Bouged by deep naxrow sxms
of the sea caused mosgtly by the reeession of many great
glaciers of eaxly times, many of which still hang glistening
above you as you cruise along.

All five of my family motoxred up to Seattle on the
aftexnoon of May Z2nd, We had two cars losded mostly with cam-
eras, tripods, film and other nhotographic equipment, and of
course woolen clothes, rubber boots, slickers, etc. We cut
straight fhrough Jeattle to the Seattle Yacht Club Gn\Laka
Union, in front of which was moored a whité yacht among many
othexs. She was labeled The Westward. Ve began unloading
and the cabtn boys carried our luggage down into white state-
rooms . I always tingle at boaxrding a boat-- any kind of a
boat-- the smell of the sea, the slap of the watex against the
side of the boat, the lights of the city outiof the port-hols.
And‘¥a£%hla we went to sleep.

I# the morning Mr. and Mys. Campbell Church add Mr.
Ray Veatch came aboaxd. Shqztly after a departing salute fiom E
the-ﬁoat's.whistle ushexed us out of the narrow, spaxkling éxit ;
of Lake Union, undéz the big black draw-bridge, and slowly

out through the locks into the bay. The weather was soft, the
sun shining anu ahead o? us 1uxed a month 0or more of ch&nging

days and changlng scenes into a primitive wildezness.



We followed the indand route of the big ocean linexs
~— ———behind Vancouver Isl.

on up through Geoxgia Stzaitaﬁ%o Vancouvex, B, C. whexe we wexe
to xeceive a permit to take two young mountain goats in theix
territoxry to be brought up as nets and mascots of the cruise.
We did not travel at night as we carried ai?few of only fourz,
& captain, engineex, cook, and cabin-boy. The cook proved a
real chef. At evening we usually nosed into some little green
cove where there was a camnamﬂbz sawmill, all dark ezmcept fox
a few dim lights on a high loading wharf. Sometimes we would be
steaming along and turn suddenly into an invisible naxrrow
channel, thread its blue-green depths and soon find ourselves
at the end and up against high cliffs. Anchoring here like a
hiding pirate, we looked out the nariow doorway betweea lofty
walls at the main watexr ro0ad whexe we had come in to see the
mountainsg and clouds on the other side, or a moving mast light of
& psssing boat.

The fixst part of the trip was hurried through in
ordexr to get up into the mountain goat Iegion'of Be: ., ‘the
insccessible, sheex cliffs that overhang the narxow fiords,
and alsu into the forest haunts of the KFodisk bear. At one
place we passed through the Yucultas, a deep, narxow passage
whexe every six hours the tide zruns iﬁ ox out, and whexe only
stuxdy boats can risk the zrapids. Flood tide ig the only safe
time when the water hangs as smooth as a silver carpet, but
this lasts onlé & short time. At evening when the shadows were
purple in the canyon all hands dIOpﬁad overboard iidPsmall

boats and crawled around a racing point to cast theiz lines

out for salmon that crowgd the swift water. Always neaxr the
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