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RECLAMATION SERVICE BlAMED 
FOR DESTRUCTION OF WILOFOWl 

The following article by William f I th :f f th f t - N- -. • 1 n e ace o ese ·ac s, on o-
L. Finley, D. Sc., and Ed F. Averill ~ vember 30, 1917, the Reclamation I 
which a ppeared in last Sunday's . Servi·~e entered into a contract \ 
P or<tland J ournal is interesting with a land promotion corporation 
readin,g to persons in Southern I c8:lled the .. Klamath i;raina.ge dis- 1 

trict. A dike was built across the 
Klamath county who a re experi- II channel, reclamation officials 
encing t he evil results that have i closed the g-a,tes, cutting off the 

I followed the dest ruction of the bird wateir from the Klamath river and 
I preserve ·on Lower Klama th lake. the lake dried up by evaporation. 

During the late '90s market hun- FOR NO-GO LAND l 
t ers carr1ed on a prosperous busi- 1 
ness along the Oregon-California Lower Klamath lake, an outdoor l 
boundar y a;t Lower Klamath and resource in its primitive condition, 
Tule hikes. Records of the Game was traded for lands now partly 
T r ansfer company in San F rancis- deserted and partly held by a des- · 
co showed th'3.t 120 t on s of ducks titute dass of farmers. · 
we re shipped to market from this Reclamation projects estab-
region in on e seaE,on. P a ssa.ge of lished in different. western states 
state laws in Oregon and Califor- created reservoirs or large bodies 
nia s~opped this traffic. of water, some combined w'ith 1 

Toa:ay Tecords show the Bureau swamp areas, which were recog- r 

of Reclamation Gf the Department nized ias advantageous sanctuaries I 
of the Interior h as killed far more for waterfow1. In certain cases all 
water fowl than a ll the market or parts of these areas have been 
hunters combined, becau~e it has created by special executive proc-
destroyed the vast br2edmg, f eed- lamations as wild bird reserva-
ing and nes ting a rea s. tions. Presidential orders estab-

I A part .cf this, destruction comes lishing these sanctuarie!:I provide 
from d.rymg up of sVl-'.amps a nd against destroying nests and eggs 
~akes, the anc2.stral r est m g, b reeed- or hunting or disturbing birds. 
mg and feed·ng area'::'. of ducks, Th~ Reclamation Service ' has 
gesse and . ct1'er migr~tory water- priority r'ights in;_ the devel'op-
'fowl. This m'ly be JUst 1fied on ment of ceritain lands and waters 

I the basis of developing more im- in the above mentioned distrLcts. 
po11tant uses of land •and water for The Biologicial Survey of the De-
the public benefit. partment of Agriculture has sec-

.On tha other hand, acts not ondary rights in protecting and 
essential to irrigation and ree- de. ve. lopJng the wildllfe resources 

1
. 

lama tion , t hat show 1mne ces- on the Jands and wat«~rs of this I 
sary destruction of one public P.\iitr1et. I 
resource in developing anoth- There bas been and! ail present 
er, can not be justified. exisits a lack of co-ordination of 
Lower Klamath ~ake, lying par t- the work of these two federal de-

ly in Califortt.i.a and partly in Ore- partments, both spending public 
g:on, was ced ed to the government funde. Alcts of the Bureau of Rec-
in 1904 <and 1905, respectively, by lamation have nullified services of 
the legis•latures of these two states. the Biological Survey. The result 
At the time 'it was: believed to be has been a great destruction of 
valuable for reclamation. waterfowl that could have been I 
Augu~1t 8, 1908, President Theo- prev>e:ruted. Therefore, we feel that 

dore Roosevelt iss ued a s pecial the :rights of the Biological Survey 
executive proclamation creating in preserving wildfowl, alttlOU&h 
Lower Klamath lake into a wild s_ ecolAitn-~ry, slWlllul.d ,be l'i ct\gllized. \1 l" bird reserva tion. This, of course, ___ .. .. .. . __ _ 
w,as subject to 'its use by the Rec- OL LAH. AN EXAMPLE I 

lamation Service. A number Qf cases may be pre-
NATURAL SUMP ARE.A. siented where the Redam1at:ion Ser-

'The le.k~ w as a natural sump v ice is destroying bird lif'e on fed-
a.rea, being the lowest part o-f t he era! wildfowl reservations as the 
Klamath Basin . Eighty thousand result of adopting a policy which is 
a cres of shallow water and vast · not es:;oential to,·successful irriga- 1 
tule marshes made it one cf the tion and reclamation. This po1icy '\ 
greatest wildfowl refuges ill> the has been the leasing of. these fed-
Unit ed States. The supply of water era! r eserv1aitions where bird's, nest I 
came f rom a channel leading and feed, to livestock owners for 
south from the Klamath r iver. The grazing purposes. 
vvater fl owing in and out kept the I CI-<01.:i. r lake may be given as an j 

I lake and the river on the same example. It lies in Modoc count y , I 1evel. · . n orthern California, a nd was crea t- \ 
'! Years a.go careful examinations ed a bird sanctuary by ex_c~utive 11 

were made of the s'Oi.\, in and l order April 11, 1911. n gmally \ 
around the bed of this lak:E!' py the it was a body of wa ter about eight I 
Department ef Agriculture. Dr. by t en miles. All around th e bor- 11 
c. F. Marbut, soil expert, reported ; der was nat um l plant life where 11 
all evidence pointed to the conclu- different spec'ies of ducks. and , 1 
sion that :wccessful agriculture many Canada geese r ested. Sage- 1, 
oould not be carried on within the bro.Eh areas a round the border 
area of deep tule peat or within the w ere .the b reeding plac,~·s of m any 1 
area formerly covered by water. , :sag. e hen,,s. V'alue of t his sanctu.ary ! I 
Experiments proved ;this to be the I I1::i,y in the number a nd va r iety of\ 

, case. I bird' l'fe. and its di~tance from any 
1 settled area. 

The wat ers o the la e have been 
l o·wer'c'd t o the limit , leav ing a 
hrge p<irt of the old lake bed un-i-covered. On t hese un,covered lands 
1 he TI'2clamation Service has signed 

I fou r l eiases turning over 14,120 
acres of the -reservati~n to s t ?ck: 
men. The average pr-we rece1vea 

1 was abou t 25 cents -an acre a year. 
These leases sta.rted in 1931. ·At 
first. tl:ie flocks of sheep not only 
g-razed off the natural vegetation 
but tramped through colonies of 
birds, destroying the nestlings. 
LEASES MODIFIED 

On ·complaint of the Biological 
Survey, any leas1e•s1 now ::mthorized 
by the Bureau of Reclamation for-
bid gr-azinp; between April 1 and 
July 1. ·while this may prevent 
tramping out the birds' n'ests, it 
destroys all the natural cover nec-
ess2"rv for bird life. 

B. E. Hayden , c11ief engineer in 
C'barge of the proiect, •claims tlJJat 
formerly range stock had free ac-
cess to the gra ss and weeds that 
grew along t he 1,vat er' s edge. 
Therefore it was leased t o st ock-
men ini return for cash rev12nue as 
follows: F rom 1931 t o 1934, 
$9,552.57 was received by the Rec-
lamation. Service a nd wa s applied 
t o· the construction cha rges or 
costs of the distric.ts a ffected. 

Hayden's report says : "The Rec-
lamation Bureau might well enter-
tain some r easonable p ropos'ition 
from the Biological Survey, where 
the Survey would compensate the 
settlers for the ag l:'eed los-s of ·rev-
enue, and! the Survey then be per-
mitted to fenc1e the entire· lake or I 
any portion thereof for the com-

/ 
plet e exclusion of sto. ck! due pro-
vi'sion •being made for stock lanes 

1
, 

to accommodat!e range cattle and 
1 slheep." 
I The Reclamation Service, in con-

junction with the Biological Sur-
vey, ha:s full power and authority 
to keep range stock off this reser-
vation as a protection to bird life . . 

The suggestion that one depart- 1 
--~ 

ment of the government pay an- 1 
other department for the rights to 
·conserve a natural resource is an \ 
absurdity. It shows a lack of co-
ordination in the work of two bu- I 
113'aus, both deal'ing with important \ 
public resources. Why should the 
Biological Survey pay the settlers 
on the Clear lake project for the 
privilege of preserving bird life on 
federal funds set aside for this i 
purpose by the President of the \ 
United States? I 

The Bul:'eau of Reclamation 
could greatly assist in wildfowl _ 
profection and r estoration by can-· 
celing its leases and stopping gr~­
ing of livestock on federal bird 
reservations. 

The sum of money received for 
grazing 'rights on sanctuaries does 
nQt compensate for the amount of 
destruction. Leases to stoclunen~ 
ar~ not a service essential t<> irri-· 
gatton or reciamation. Reclam,&ti?n: 
officials in the Klamath diSttict: 
have promoted the uses of land and 
wra.ter, ·but have been unmindful of 
the protedion ·and development of 
Wildlife resources. 
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