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f'ood almost from under the pigs' noses. And more astonisliing, you will find these
_angelic looking birds away up in Yellowstone Park solemmly pacing back and
forth on the concrete feeding platform of the grizzly bears, shrewdly snatching
bits furnished by the Park to the snarling bruins. Agaix_i. you find them follow~
ing the ships at sea, ready at supper time for the delectable leavings from
tho. first tables. You would miss their eager eyes and shrill "creeings™ in that
sea trip if they didn't sﬁw upe

Gulls are natural born scavengers and are a great benefit  in cleeaning
up our seashores and rivers of decaying fish and other refuse. In salmon-
canning time, every cannery has its strings of gulls along the roofs and piers,
snd perched on the piles. When the offal is dumped out, there is immediately
2 noisy free-for-all scramble as the birds struggle snd wallow in the bloody
weter gobbling up the smelly mess. On other hunts for fish food, you will find
the pulls sometimes do their fishing by proxy. It isl' a real sight to see the
brown pelicans along the California coast rising in the eir, then crash-diving
head first into the water, their long, sharp bills and heavy bodies disappear-
ing with a big splash. Up they come to the surface with their fish to drain
the water out of their pouches. And here is where the wily gulls come in. They
.desoand on the helpless pelicans end snatch the booty from their bills, and
are away on the wind till the next assault comes off. -

Over along the coast, we rounded & point and ceme upon & gull in even
a more clever role. We focused our ﬂold-glaﬁaes on the bird just above the
shoreline. It looked as if he was playing a game to amuse hﬁselt- This
turned out to be a Wrong guesse The bird was rising with something in his
bille At a heipht of about thirty feet, he hung on the.'ai'r for a moment, then
dropped the small onject he was carrying in his bill, and instently with a turn of
the wing shot to the ground after it. Picking it up sgein, he spread his wings
at the proper angle and swung upward like e kite against the wind. Again he
d-ropped the article, and now being closer to the scenme, we made out through
the glasses that the thing he was carrying was a clam.

It had not slipped from his bill for amusement or by accident, as we






	mssfinley_series02_box04_folder01_0138
	mssfinley_series02_box04_folder01_0139
	mssfinley_series02_box04_folder01_0140

