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Hunters Are Concerned Over Duck Season Willia·m L. Finley, D. Sc. and Ed F. ,L\.verill 
Write These Wild Life Articles 

Many Urging 
Shooting Ban 

[!Most T alked ... of Migratory Fowls of T odayj Pheasant Has 

For One Year 
The question uppermost in the 

minds of all duck hunters is, will the 
next season be opened or closed? If I 
the season is open, how many days , 
will hunters be allowed to shoot and' 
what will be the bag limit? 

The question has waxed hot 
from one end of the country to 
the other. Members of the Ameri-
can Nature association, Audubon 
socities, Izaak Walton league, a 
good many sportsmen and others 
interested in conserving our re-
sources have put up a strong 
fight to stop all wildfowl shoot-
ing for at least a year. The rea-
sons given are that ducks and 
geese have greatly decreased in 
number and some species are in 
danger of extei·mination. 
Many hunters agree the decrease 

in waterfowl is noticeable, but con-
tend a limited amount of killing will 
not endanger the future stock. Agree-
{ng with this viewpoint are many of 
the state game commissions whose 
funds come from hunters' license 
fees. If the duck season is closed the 
amount of license money received by 
game officials would be greatly re-
duced. 

A year ago congress passed the 
duck stamp bill requiring all hunt-
ers of waterfowl to pay a license fee 
of ,one dollar. This fund amounted to 
a little over $600,000 which is used 
to buy duck refugees. The present 
congress has made some changes in 
the stamp bill and it is estimated 
that about $800,000 will be added to 
this fund from licenses if the season 
is opened next fall. In case of a 
closed season this fund for sanctu-
aries. will be eliminated. 

Laws regulating the shooting 
of ducks, geese and other migra-
tory waterfowl for 1935 will soon 
be promulgated by the secretary 
of agriculture. Various states of 
the union still have the rights 
through their legislatures of 
making laws regarding the hunt· 
ing or taking of waterfowl, but 
these laws cannot conflict with 
federal regulations. 

Baiting Ducks 
Denounced as 

Exterminator The federal law provides for a two 
months open shooting season and a 
daily bag limit of 20 ducks. Any state The emergency conservation com-
legislature may reduce the open sea- mittee of New York has been carry-
son, or even close the season, or re- . . . 
duce the bag limit, which would give mg on an extensive campaign to 
more protection to the birds. But it close the season on ducks and geese 
would be a violation of the. federal for at least one year and to abolish 
statute to lengthen the shootmg sea- . . 1 son or increase the bqg limit. the baitmg of ducks and geese as 

Today's Bird Walk 
Today's bird walk, orii,iinally · 

scheduled for the Carver district, 
has been changed to accomodate 
summer school students now in 
the city. Mrs. A. L. Campbell, 
in charge of bird v.ralk arrange-
ments for the Audubon society, 
announces the party v.rill meet 
at N. E. 82d avenue and Sacra-
mento street at 6:30. 0. E. 
Wheeler v.rill be the leader with 
Mrs. Campbell as assistant. 

Dog Is Dumb; He 
Takes Two Nips 

A dog may bite a toad once, 
but if he does it a second time he 
has a lov.r intelligence quotient. 

When the inexperienced dog 
bites a toad, a bitter astringent 
taste is produced in his mouth by 
the milky poisonous fluid secret-
ed in a pair of large, glandular 
masses behind the toad's e y e s. 
Biologists of the biological sur-
vey say the secretion also pro-
tects the toad against most other 
animals, but not against snakes, 
skunks, or birds of prey. 

Skunks in eating toads usually 
roll them about roughly v.rith 
their paws until the poisonous 
secretion has been discharged 
and rubbed off. 

well as the use of live decoys. Their! 
contention is that waterfowl are be-
ing desrtoyed faster than they can 
be restored. 

In a recent pamphlet, this commit-
tee contends that the general situa-
tion is revealed at a glance by com-
paring the 1930 kill of ducks in 
Minnesota with the kill in 1934. In 
that state where all hunters rep;Jrt 
their season's bag to the state game 
commissioner, the kill of wild ducks 
in 1930 was more than 2,000,000; in 
1934 it was 147,000. Nobody in his 
right mind can read those figures 
and not realize that an unprecedented 
crisis for North American wildfowl 
is at hand. 

The nefarious practice of baiting is · 
defended on the pious pretense that 
it is necessary to "feed the ducks." 
The northern host, coming down 
through the United States at harvest 
time, when rice is ripe and v.rater 
plants are lush, must be given corn 
to keep them from starving to death. 
Strangely enough, v.rhen the birds go 
north in the spring, before vegetation 
has started, when there are no water 
plants, few roots, no rice, they are 
forced to shift for themselves. They 
have only nature to rely on. No corn 
is spread over the ponds. No gener-
ous hand beckons them to the great 
preserves. Yet they do not starve. 
Why don't their solicitous friends 
of the previous fall look after them? 
The answer is self-evident. There is 
no spring shooting. 

Columbia River Hunters Prefer 
Closed Season to Ban on Decoy 

According to present indica• 
tions, if the v.raterfowl season is 
open next fall, it will not be for 
more than 30 days. All shooting 
over baited land or v.rater may 
be prohibited, also the use of 
live decoys. Last year the daily 
bag limit was 12, which may be 
lowered for next season. 

Opinion expressed by some of 
the hunters who shoot ducks 
down the Columbia is that they 
prefer a closed season instead 
of elimination of baiting and use 
of live decoys. The contention is 
that the natural duck food like 

wapatoos and swamp grasses 

have been exterminated hy carp. 
When the ducks migrate from 
the north, they concentrate along 
the Columbia river where the 
duck clubs scatter a large 
amount of grain. If the ducks 
were not fed, they v.rould have to 
scatter or move on south to keep 
from starving. 

It is v.rell known that duck 
shooting along the Columbia 
river and in many other parts of 
the country is out of range of 
the ordinary hunter and is con-
trolled by those who l~se duck-
ing areas or belong to duck 
club:< 

Wide Variety 
In Feed Likes 

Pheasants feed on 100 different 
species of insects as well as nearly 

1 100 kinds of seed and plants, a year's 
study by the department of ento-

1 mology-zoology of South D a k o ta 
State college shows. I 

In a report to the American Game 
Protective association Oscar H. John-
son, game and fish commissioner of 
that state, says the pheasant will eat 
almost anything digestible, v.r h i c h 
qualifies him for a v.rider range than 
any other species of game bird. 

Plants and seeds found in crops in-
cluded foxtail, wild buckwheat, rag- ! 
week, bindweed, smartweed, v.r i 1 d 
sunflov.rer, wild rose, v.rolfberry, Rus- 1 sian thistle, v.rild oats, corn, wheat, 
oats and barley as v.rell as leaves 
and roots of numerous other plants. 

Insects identified in the pheasant 
crops included cutworms, a rm y-
worms, many species of caterpillars, 
chinch bugs, tarnished plant bugs, 
buffalo tree hoppers. aphids, s e e d 
corn . beetles, wire worms, w h i t e 
grubs, flies and their larvae, ants 
and grasshoppers. 

Of approximately 25 pheasants ex-
amined in a Pennsylvania study, it 
was found that only one bird had 
eaten corn. This particular bird's 
crop contained only five grains of 
corn as against 11 beetles that are 
knowi.to ravage crops. Hundreds of 
beetles, including many Japanese 
beetles, and large quantities of weed 
seeds as compared to only three oat 
kernels were found in the gizzards 

. and crops of the pheasants studied. I While pheasants do eat some grain. 
I it is usually waste grain picked up 
after the crops are harvested. Dur· 
ing the summer when insects are ob-
tainable the birds seem to prefer 
them to grain. The pheasant pays the 
farmer well for his keep. 

Public Knows Cat 
Is Foe of Bird 

Bi rd s Big Asset to 
Farmer, Gardener 
Insects and grubs cause an annual 

loss of more than $800,000,000 to the 
agricultural interests of the United 
States. Our people pay another $800,-
000,000 each year trying to get rid 
of these pe.sts. This heavy expendi-
ture, the greatest burden of which 
is borne by farmers1 fruit grov.rers 
and gardeners, v.roula be reduced if 
adequate provision were made and 
continued for needs of our valuable 
insectivorous birds. 

The bureau of biological survey 
says birds are one of nature's im-
portant agencies for keeping down 
the overwhelming hordes of insect 
life. They urge on all citizens the ne-
cessity of putting up nesting boxes 
and planting shrubbery. Water for 
drinking and bathing should be pro-
vided in summer; food and shelter in 
winter. 

__ Bi_rd_la_n_d_' s_B_e_s+_C_h__;i rp;..._e_r_ Th rush' s Song 

- Photos by W. L. Finley. 

The Russet Back thrush, the sweetest singer in the bird world, is also 
one of the tamest. Above is a male thrush perched on a raspberry 
bush and (below) female preparing to feed her young. 

What's a Trout Worth? 
By Marshall N. Dana 

What is the value of a trout? 
My friend, Ed Averill, asks this question. He says he has 

been invited to make a speech before some business men who 
may not know. 

What is the value of the smile of the sun? What is the value 
of a foaming stream deep in the gorge where the firs and spruce 
trees grow? 

What is the value of the long, long trail, away from town and 
away from the crowd, away from the hurry and unfailingly 
toward the blessed peace of the strong mountains? 

What is the value of a friend, who is more of a friend under 
the test of the trail and the quiet camp through the night? 

What is the value of the little child's cry of delight with the 
undefiled beauty of things? 

Tell me these things. Tell me the value of a soul given as 
nearly a pair of wings wherewith to fly as is possible while a 
man lives? 

Tell me how to market the blue of heaven and the gold of 
a summer morning. Tell me how to cash in bravery and sheer 
loveliness. Tell me how to transmute the thrill of the nearness 
of the one most loved into the quart measure of commerce. 

Tell me how to ring up the out of doors on a cash register. 
Then I'll tell you, Ed, the value of a trout. 

Sweetest of 
Oregon Birds 

"If we take the quality of melody 
as a test," says John Burroughs, 
"the wood thrush, the hermit thrush 

: and the veery thrush stand at the 
head of our list of songsters." Yet 
it is often difficult to say v.rhether 
the song of one bird surpasses that 
of another because bird songs are 
largely matters of association and 
suggestion. 

Our common thrush is a litUe dif• 
ferent in dress and song from his 
Eastern cousins. He feeds on the 
ground, especially among the fallen 
leaves where the earth is siamp and 
shaded, The body of the bird is 
russet brown and the breast is buff 
colored marked with dark brown 
spots. 
BEST LATE IN DAY 

The song of the russet-back 
around Portland is best late in the 
day after all other birds have 
ceased singing. It comes just be• 
fore dusk from the shaded canyons 
or from the firs on my hillside just 

, above the river. It is the vesper 
I' hymn I love better than all others. 

Every year I find two or three 
'1 pairs of russet-backed thrushes 
nesting on our 10 acres. One can 
always tell the nest of this bird by 
its position and by the material used. 
As a rule, it is among the dark foli-
age or a dark clump of bushes a 
few feet from the ground. The nest 
is made almost entirely of moss and 
leaves. After the foundation is 
built, the thrush seeks some leaves 
from the damp ground. These she 
flattens out and molds into the bot-
tom of the home with her breast. 
She collects moss for the v.ralls, and 
when the home is completed, it often 
looks like a ball of moss fastened 
in the briers or branches. 
SHY AND QUIET BIRDS 

The thrush is so different from the 
robin. When I go out to the robin's 
nest in the orchard, the owners are 
so angry that they dash around 
yelling "Help! Murder! Get out of 
here or we'll knock your head off!" 
Whenever I visit the thrush's home, 
the mother stayed on the nest until 
I almost touched her, then she slipped 
through the branches with a lov.r 
whistle for her mate. He v.ras near 
at hand. They were anxious, but 
they did not relieve their feelings 
with a great noise and fuss as the 
robins did. The robins are noisy, 
the thrushes shy and quiet. 

As I watched each time the thrush 
mother came to feed her young, she 
lingered at the nest edge. I often 
sav.r her sit for several moments at 
a time looking at her babies and 
caressing them v.rith a real mother's 
love. 

What Price Duck 
Haven When Bird 
Lies in the Pot? 

Ducks may be like people. If 
they could vote, some mig~ risk 
taking the chance of another 
open season and escaping the 
barricade of shotguns in the 
flight from Canada to Mexico. 
There are always some martyrs. 
The duck population needs sanc-
tuaries where in future they 
may rest, feed and nest v.rithou,t 
ever being bothered by man. 
According to the federal law, 
the hunting license money is 

• equal to a tax on a duck's head 
and this is the cash that buys 
refuges. 

It is safe to say that a big 
majority of the feathered tribe 
would vote for a closed season 
for the reason that they have no 
use for sanctuaries after they are 
in the pot. 
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