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Arrow-Lined Kingfisher Is "Crash Dive II r· William L. Finley, D. Sc., and Ed F. Averill 
Write These Wild Life Articles 

Woods Pussy 
Docile But Not 
Defenseless 

+ 

Careful/ Pup/ Bad M€dicine Native Coot 
Declared 
Good Food 

Six Young 'Fishers' Sittin' on a Limb Throwback to 
Reptile Age in 
Home Building 
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Crow, Magpie and Jay Mix Brains and CUnning William L. Finley, D. Sc. and Ed F. Averill 
Write These Wild Life Articles 

r • • 
Tongue Cutting 'Ware These Fe/ lows 'Blind as Bat' Crow, Magpie and Bat, but He's No Bird Starling Host 

Invasion From 
Canada Feared 

Barbarous and 
Does No Good 

The family of crows, magpies and 
jays generally is considered the 
keenest of the feathered class. Peo-
ple are accustomed to call these 
birds intelligent, which means they 
live by their wits and are able to 
commit overt acts and not get caught. 

Among songbirds, the Corvidae 
family is just a bunch of rascals and 
thieves. If the home is left without 
a guard or the door is not locked, 
any smaller bird is likely to return 
and find the nest mussed up and the 
eggs gone. If birds had a police sys-
tem, the main schedule would be 
trailing crows, jays and magpies. In 
traveling, their muflers are open and 
you hear the harsh notes. But when 
these birds hunt, they slip through 
the bushes and trees as quietly as a 
sunbeam. 

Because of their tricky habits, 
magpies and crows are often 
kept as pets. Life is limited in a 
prison cage, so they furnish a 
certain a.mount of amusement to 
a bird fancier. They learn to talk 
quite readily, even though one 
cannot understand their lan-
guage. They a.re quick at imi-
tating and repeat certain words 
as distinctly as a person. 
No one seems to know just when 

and where the old story started that 
a crow or magpie must have its 
tongue slit before it can talk. Nor 
can anyone explain just why such 
a story is spread so widely among 
people. It's one of those age-old, 
foolish ideas that starts a cruel and 
barborous custom. Birds talk with 
their throats, not with their tongues. 
A more sensible course to follow 
would be to try tongue-splitting on 
the human race to prevent spreading 
such ignorance. -----
Anglers 0. K. 
Darling Prive 
To Rout Carp 

Duck shooters of the Northwest 
may not like the government's new 
regulations regarding that sport but 
they will surely have nothing but 
praise for Ding Darling, chief of 
the biological survey, in his efforts 
to rid the streams and lakes of carp. 
It was the marauding hordes of the 
imported carp "trash" fish that root-
ed out and destroyed the wapatoes 
in Lower Columbia river waters, 
thus destroying the greatest source 
of natural duck food we have. 

Darling's proposal to exterminate 
carp in the streams and lakes of the 
country did not meet with all smooth 
sailing, however. Many sportsmen 
feared that in seining out the carp 
the game fish would also be de-
stroyed. The controversy seems to 
have been ended, according to a dis-
patch from Washington, by an ar-
rangement whereby game wardens 
will accompany the seining crews to 
see that game fish are removed un-
injured. But it is not all over yet, 
Ding says. 

"Now all we need is the money. 
Three times we've been turned down, 
and there is no assurance we'll get 
it tkis time." 

The cost of seining the streams, 
Ding estimates, would run from $7000 
to $12,000 a county. He added: 

"We could use $5,000,000, but if we 
get half that it will be enough to go 
a long way." 

Is All Fiction; 
Vision Amazing 

When the Pack-Finley expedition 
of the American Nature association 
was in the Grand Canyon National 
park, Ronald Colman and William 
Powell of Hollywood were spending 
their vacation at the inn at the foot 
of Bright Angel trail. The screen 
artists were familiar with motion 
picture cameras, but .they were not 
acquainted with wildlife in the deep 
canyon. 

After dinner a flock of bats began 
flitting and circling among the trees. 
They were flying in and out of some 
small caves up the side of a cliff. 
No one knew just what species lived 
in the canyon and the motion pic-
ture stars had never had a close-up 
view of a bat. 

";\II you have to do is climb 
up with a stick and bat one 
down as he flits in and out," 
said the naturalist. 

The artists were soon armed 
with switches and each took a 
stand l\t the mouth of the cave, 
but neilher could hit a bat. 

The next day, they were a.II 
keyed up for another hunt. It 
looked easy enough, 'but neither 
could hit one of these flying 
mammals that were too speedy 
at dodging. 
The old saying "as blind as a bat" 

contains little truth. The eyes are 
small, but the vision is remarkable 
in the semi-darkness or even in 
broad daylight. It is the sense of 
hearing or feeling air vibrations that 
is more marked in the bat than in 
any other mammal. The large ears 
and delicate wing membrances catch 
the vibrations and keep him from 
being knocked down by a stick. 

The Pacific Coast fortunately has been virtually free of the star-
ling, and good luck it has been. For in the Old World and in parts 
of Eastern United States the European bird has become so numer-
ous and familiar as to be a pest. However, fears are felt they may 
turn southward from Canada, where they have been a nuisance. 

The bird is about a robin's size and noisy. 

In the total darkness of a large 
underground cavern a bat flies 
at full speed through the wind-
in~ hallways as easily as a bird 
sails among the forest trees. The 
delicate sense of feeling prevents 
him from bumping into any ob-
ject and he quickly alters his 
course. 
There is a prevailing prejudice in 

Sportsmen and Naturalists Fear 
CCC Road Building Peril to Deer 

the human race against a bat that 
flits and wavers through the dark-
ness. However, his bill of fare is 
largely of mosquitoes and other in-
sects that are detrimental to man. 
Because of the economic value of 
bats, some cities in Texas have con-
structed special towers for bats to 
roost in. Everybody knows the big "Caw, Caw" bird so lets hurry on to the 

bat. However, the magpie (in the upper right picture) might be 
termed a crow with Sunday raiment. They're a good deal alike. 
Now for the winged mammal and he's all animal, too. The upper 
photo shows a common variety of mother bat with young at her 
breast. Lower-A long-eared fellow, or it may be a girl. Bats, 
much maligned, are in reality a boon to humanity in their enormous 

Oregon naturalists and sports-
men are not the only ones who 
view with alarm the many roads 
laid out by CCC workers 
throughout the forested areas. 
Fences to block off such roads as 
run through deer-inhabited 
country are advocated by Wil· 
liam Lyon, Detroit, Mich., sports-
man, in an effort to stop deer 
hunting by auto and attendant 
increased slaughter. 

Lyon says "fences could be 
erected at the opening of the 
season, blockading the roads, 
and removed at the close, open-
ing these new highways to trav-
elers. During the open season 
the measure would afford pro-
tection and a sporting chance 
to animals. which were over-
hunted even before these new 
roads opened the denser forest-
ed districts to auto-hunting par-
ties." 

The additional menace to deer 
by the building of good roads 
into the mountains of Oregon is 
not limited to the open season. 
It has made possib1e spotlight 
and other illegal hunting at oth-
er seasons. Residents of the Pis-

tol river sector of Curry county 
told the writer that during July 
and August of this year many 
deer were taken out by night 
hunters who used a newly-con-
structed CCC road up that 
stream into the heart of one of 
the best deer sections of Oregon. 

consumption of insects. Many residents insisted the 
road is valueless from a forest 
protection standpoint, since 
there is no merchantable timber 
in tpe area served. They say so-
called Curry county "forest 
fires" should more property be 
termed "brush fires." 

Although a bat can fly, he has no 
connection with bird life. His body 
is covered with silky hair. He has 
arms with elongated fingers and 
between these finger bones a~d the 
body is stretched a thin, rubbery 
skin, enabling him to fly like a bird. 
The flight is not straight and steady 
like that of a bird, but he zigzags as 
tf aimless. However, it is with defi-
nite purpose, because it is while fly-
ing the bat catches his food. !-'------------ ---+---------------

Amateurs Will Sail 

The bat's hind feet have li1rtle 
claws. These are the main support of 
the body when it rests. He sleeps 
by hanging upside down. At the top 
of the wing is the thumb or little 

Dakota Law Boon 
To Upland Birds 

sharp claw which the bat hooks into Great saving of North Dakota up-
the surface, enabling him to crawl. . . 
It is an awkward movement but land game JS expected this fall as 

An "All-America" squad of 18 with wings closed, he can cra~l up tl;le result of new state regulations 
college, high · school and sandlot a rough wall like a _mouse. . prohibiting shooting with shotguns 
baseball stars, selected from all In Carlsbad cavern m New Mexico carrying more than three shells. 
parts of the country, will sail from bats are found roosting in enormous In line with the federal regulation 
San Francisco, October 17 to play numbers that must run into hun- limiting duck guns to three shells, 
a series of games in Japan. The dreds of thousands. The floors of the state went a step farther and set 
squad, selected by the Amateur some of the largest rooms were orig- up the same rules for taking of up-
Baseball Congress of America and inally covered to a depth of a hun- land game, and cutting down maxi-
representatives of the American dred feet with guano deposit. It is mum bags. 
Olympic committee, will play 20 estimated 100,000 tons of this guano Acting Governor Walter Welford 
games in Japan and may stop off have been taken out of the cavern. proclaimed the new regulation and 

1 in Manila, P. I., for an eight-game Who can figure out the world of in- also opened the deer season in De-
series. sects these bats have eaten? cember instead of November. 

Hot Spot Usurped 
By Trade Angler 

Feeling between sports and 
commercial fishermen was not 
helped any by an incident on 
the Siletz river recently, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack Nordstrom were 
trolling for jack salmon in the 
river above Kernville. They lo-
cated a stretch of water where 
the fish were taking spinners 
freely. A commercial fisherman 
with h is net on the rack saw 
what was happening and imme-
diately laid out his net so that 
it was impossible for the trollers 
to continue their fishing at that 
spot. 

Hunters Urged to 
Safeguard Woods 
From 'Red' Terror 

"One of the most interesting 
and important crops of the for-
est is wild life," said E. N. 
K av a n a ugh, assistant re-
gional forester, discussing the 
deer season. "Rough 1 y, 12,-
000 deer are taken out of the 
forest~ of Oregon anually. A 
large and enthusiastic group of 
sportsmen thoroughly e n j o y 
their part in harvesting this 
crop each year and the forest 
service endeavors to co-operate 
to the limit in order that the 
public may obtain the maximum 
enjoyment and benefit from its 
wild life resources. 

"The thing which worries a ' 
forester this time of year, how-
ever," said Kavanaugh, "is the 
danger of fire whi~h not only 
destroys timber but the habitat 
of wild life as well. This same 
fear no doubt worries most of 
the hunters and there are only 
a few who through carelessness 
or thoughtlessness would destroy 
the very resources from which 
they get their greatest pleasure. 
Good sportsmanship demands 
that the harvesting of the deer 
crop be carried on with due re-
gard to other resources of the 
forest." 

Recently the biggest deporta-
tion of a l i e n s in several years 
left Portland under guards of the 
immigration service. Federal laws 
are tightened to keep out undesirable 
foreigners and Uncle Sam's men keep 
busy catching and deporting those 
who slip past the lines. 

The government laws regarding 
importation of foreign feathered resi-
dents are stricter than those relat-
ing to the human species, but it will 
take more than the immigration of-
ficers, the biological survey, the 
state pofice forces, the army and 
navy to stop the flocks of crested 
Mynas or Chinese starlings now 
sweeping the Canadian border and 
spreading south. 

This member of the starling fam· 
ily, a native of Central and South-
ern China, now is a well established 
resident of the city of Vancouver, B. 
C. Thousands are living in the 
business blocks of the main section 
of the city, which is the established 
stronghold. Here the young are 
raised and have spread to surround-
ing towns and especially the agri-
cultural area along Fraser river. 

Recently flocks have been seen 
across the boundary line as far south 
as Bellingham. One starling was re-
ported in Portland a few years ago 
by Ira N. Gabrielson, but this may 
have been an escaped cage bird. 

The question arises as to what the 
future effect of this introduced spe-
cies may have on our native birds 
and agriculture. In a bulletin pub-
lished by the biological survey of 
the department of ariculture in April 
of this year, the Myna is reported 
to drive out flickers that nest in 
holes in trees and native songsters 
that live in bird houses. As it be-
comes more abundant, it is likely to 
affect crops by feeding on berries 
and fruit. 

According to records, the Chinese 
birds were first seen at Vancouver 
about 1897. In 1920, Mr. Kermode of 
the Victoria museum said there were 
about 1200 roosting during the win-
ter in buildings in the busiest part 
of the city on Carroll and Cordova 
streets. By 1925, it was reported the 
number exceeded 20,000. 

The crested Myna is a bird easily 
identified on sight. It is about the 
size of a robin, but looks more like 
the common blackbird because its 
coat is black. Its distinctive mark of 
identification is the band of white 
on its wings, also a tuft of short 
feathers at the base of the beak and 
inclining forward and upward like a 
pompadour. 

Now Gold/ ish Swim at Peace 
Jack Horton of the United 

States forestry service tells a 
good joke on a kingfisher, a bird 
like the ordinary angler, who 
can't look at a fish in a stream 
without wanting him in his 
creel. 

The forester during spare mo-
ments had built a little rocky 
pool in his yard. It was an at-
tractive home for a little school 
of goldfish. One day the golden 
glitter caught the eye of an 
old kingfisher cruising casually 
across the block. Like some peo-. 
ple, he was always on the watch 
for an easy mark, and a slow 
swimming fish is easier game 
th!j.n a trout. Circling, he drew 
up on a branch and sized up the 
situation at a glance. A headlong 
dive, a splash and a goldfish 

took his first and last ride in the 
feathered plane. 

In a few days, Jack was bar-
gaining for a new school of fish 
and laying plans to protect them. 
Soon after, the feathered angler, 
sailing over, caught a glimpse 
of the same pond and a new 
supply. In hunting, a moment's 
hesitation may mean an empty 
bag. So with a quick turn, the 
kingfisher headed like an arrow 
for the golden dinner. A foot 
above the surface he was flat-
tened. His head went through 
the wire netting that Jack had 
spread above the pool, but his 
shoulders wedged. Mussed up 
and scared, he shot out of the 
yard leaving a trail of blue 
feathers. The goldfish in the pool 
now swim in safety. 
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Hell-Diver Swift, But Bass Sometimes Gets Him William L. Finley, D. Sc. and Ed F. Averill 
Write These Wild Life Articles 

Men, Cash But 
Nothing Done· 
To Assist Fish 

Old stories of locking the barn 
door after the horse is stolen or kill-
ing the goose that lays the golden 
egg are so often applied to con-
servation of our natural resources. 
It is a more important step, how-
ever, to find the horse and, if pos-
sible, return him to the stall, also 
save the goose and give her a place 
to nest. One can hardly consider the 
story of the Sandy river and not 
bump into one of these old proverbs 
at the turn of every page. 

This river was discovered by 
Lieutenant Broughton of Van-
couver's expedition, October 30, 
1792. In Lewis' and Clark's .Jour-
nals mention is made of these 
explorers stopping at its mouth. 
They called it Quicksand river. 
Later, through usage, the name 
was shortened to Sandy. Its 
waters come tumbling down 
from the glaciers on the west 
side of Mount Hood. For a long 
time it was a brood stream for 
the migi·ating schools of trout, 
salmon and smelt. 
Years ago the state maintained 

a hatchery up the Sandy to increase 
the runs of salmon. One could walk 
along the shore a few miles from 
Troutdale and watch hundreds of 
salmon spawning in the shallow rif-
fles. The hatchery has fallen to 
pieces and the salmon runs have 

A Complete Family of Pintails 

passed. 

WAGON LOADS TAKEN OUT llllllllllllllllllll!llllllU Also years ago one of the attrac-
tive features was the spring run of I 
smelt. Hundreds of families gathered 
along the shorelines with improvise.d 
dip-nets of all kinds to harvest this 
delicious pan fish. Many will re-
member 2 time further back, when 
farmers hauled out wagon loads of 
smelt to fertilize their fruit trees. 
They thought the supply of fish 
wa~ inexhaustible. But with the 

Here's a family of pintails, whether they are closely related is 
hard to say. Above on the left is male at rest and on the right 
a female on wing. Below is a group of young pintail.s. These 

pictures' were taken at Klamath lake. 

placed on the catches so enough diminishing runs restrictions were New Duck Ban 
brood stock would be left for future 
harvests. Few persons foresaw the 

Duck Soon Hep to 
Food, Protection: approaching calamity that wouid Meets Va r·i ety smother the smelt runs. 

Conditions of the river have been Local Case Cited changing. The channel has been 0 f 0 • • 
gradually filling up. The sweep of pp 0 s It I 0 n One of the most important winter 
the mighty Columbia in its flood refuges for wild ducks is at Lake sta"e helped to· block the mouth of 
the~ Sandy_ with drifting sa.nd and The impossibility of making shoot- Merritt in .the. center of the resi-
graveL It is the same cond1t10n that ing regulations that will satisfy all denhal sect10n m Oakland, Cal. For 
wo:.1ld block commer:c~/ro~ ~eb Co- hunters is demonstrated by the at- many years the city has supplied and 
~~1fi~1tond~~d!n n~hJee ~~~nn~L ~~~ titude of Illinois nimrods .toward t~e scattered grain around the border 

t r of the Sandy river near its new federal duck. restrictions. While of the lake and this has proved a wa e d Ore"on and Washmgton followers of ' . . 
mouth has been sprea . out over the ~port object to the ban on "feed- valuable attraction for residents and 
such a shallow area that f~sh cannot ing" those in the Midwestern states visitors. 
enter _and ascend to their former find more serious objection to bag Ducks are more intelligent than 
spawnmg beds. limits and hours of shooting. we think. A flock coming from the 
OFFICIALS AND MO~EY . C. F. Thompson, director of the north in the fall is excei:dingly wild 

Oregon has both a fish comm1s- state department of conservation and wary. Outside the cit~ one can-
sion and a game commission sup- pointed out that the law limiting t~ not get nea~ them. They circle above 
plied with state funds to protect 10 the equivalent of one day's bag Lake Merritt, drop down and they 
and conserve the fish resources of th~ number of ducks to be kept in'. kn<?w ~hey are p~otected. The cafe-
the Sandy. There are officers to one's possession is in his opinion tana is free. W1thm half an hour 
watch the fishermen. There are men "ill-advised." ' ' ' after arrival, these birds. w~ll allow 
to investigate fishways and fish " . . any person to come up wJthm a few 
screens, li.atcherymen a11d fish ex- If a _hunter bags the luru.t today yards of where they are feasting. 
perts. But when a condition arises and agam tomorrow he shoWd be al: The lak;e at Eastmorelan_d, owned 
that kills the combined fish runs of lowed _to i:;eep all he shoots, Thom~ by the city of Portland, is not as 
a whole season and automatically ~on said. As the rule now stands, it large as Lake Merritt but is an at-
destroys the crop that should follow is sure to. lead to an unnecessary tractive place for both ducks and 
every third or fourth year, it is too waste of birds. If ~.man s~ends. more people. Each wmter the Portland 
hard a problem for state commis- than .one day huntmg, h~ s goiv,g to chapter of the Izaak Walton league 
sions and all their employes to solve. get nd of all but one day s bag. has supplied some grain and this 

When the state of Oregon cannot Thompson disagreed with hunters makes an excellent wintering spot 
protect and save the natural re- who oppose shootmg over baited for ducks. It would. be wortJ;i while 
sources within its border the next areas. if the City comm1ss10n supplied and 
step is to appeal to the federal gov- "No real duck hunter shoots over scattered grain. This would increase 
ernment for funds. This is a frank a baited area," he said. "Those who the number of duck visitors. Some 
admission that the state cannot save have maintained feeding grounds would remain through the winter 
its fish runs in the Sandy, and is have done their shooting outside that and make their nests in the reeds 
another step toward federal control region and will continue to do so.'' would become permanent residents 
of the state's outdoor resources. about the lake. The rest of the flock 

BOMB-EATING SHARK would be in better condition in the 
GOAT BUTTS IN A dynamite bomb in perfect con- spring to move north to other' breed-

A goat which escaped a Colorado dition was found in the stomach of ing areas. 
ranch several years ago now feeds a shark caught near Morro Castle 
with the wild deer in Rocky Moun- at Havana. FIGHT BUGS WITH STEAM 
tain National park. Although it still It is believed the shark swallowed Railroads placed steam jets before 
wears a tinkling bell, it is accepted the )Jamb two months ago when locomotive w~eels to blow locusts 
by its wild companions, who pay no blastmg was under way at the en- off the tracks m the last South Afn-
attention to the noise. trance to the harbor. can mvas10n by the pest. 

River Pollution Wise Nature Safeguards Birds 
L v· I f When Moulting Dulls Wings; 
aw IO a ion Cats and Other Enemies Foiled 

But It Goes on 

A Common Scene on the Sandy River Years Ago 

Here's a picture that was taken nearly I 0 years ago on the Sandy river. Scenes like this were 
many before the channel of the stream and ih mouth started filling up with sand. Big runs of 

smelt are rare nowadays and probably will be until the stream is dredged. 

Not So Fast Seven-Pounder 
Hooked, Then 
Disgorges Bird 
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