GULL HABITS.

Bvery fall when the waves begin to beat heavily along
the sea shore, & white-winged fleet sails into the rivers and
bays to winter. hen most of the other floeks have gone to

the Soqtplani, this feathered fleet skims about the wharf-lined
water fronga_ These are the gulls and they add life toc the !
landscape a8 they float about with grace and ease, just as the
white-salled boats of the summer skim ahout the waters of the
inland harbors.

The gull comes not for pleasure alcne, he comes be=
cause it is easier to find a living abo@tt the ecity than on the
open sea. He pays for his existence in the amount of garbage
he pieks up. He skirmishes the river for dead fish, putrid
flesh and waste stuff of every kind. If his food supply runs
low on the river, he hunts overland. If the gulls are fed a
along the water front, they become very tame and return regu-
larly every day for their dinner.

The gulls are guiek to learn that they are protected
about the harbors and taey become gquite fearless in their
search for food. They will often come almost within arm's
reacn, yet these same birds are likely to be very wild when
they are not in the harbor 1limits where tne gtriet regulations
proteect them. Only a few years ago the gulls were allowed to
be killed without limit, but they -are protected under the aif-
ferent state game laws. Whenever a gull is shot and falls to

the water, the other gulls crowd about either through ecuriosit;
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or sympathy and fo}iseveral moments they will hover over a
fallen comrade. Huhtars tock advantage of this trait and often
lar ge numbers of gulls were slaughtered wantonly or for their
plumage which was used for millinery purposes.

One summer we visited the native naunts of the gulls
and climbed about their homes on some of the rock islands off
the Pacific Coast. We found tlnem even more picturesgue here
as they flashed their white wings against the rough brown tock,
than they are about the bays and rivers. We climbed the rocky
slopes to ths ecrevices whers these birds had carried a few
handsful of grass for nests. We saw them building on almost
every suitable table ledge. DBut the largest number of nests
were scattered about the green slopes on the top of the rock.
Here eac¢h gull scratched out a little hollow and 'ined it with
dry grasses. Two or three eggs of greenish hue, blotched with
brown in eacih nest, were 80 closely matched with the green
and dry grasses that we had to watch at every step to keep
from treading on them,

Later wo found the top of the rock fairly alive with
mottled-gray sea gull ehicks. A pair of these chaps are about
a8 interesting as anytning as 1've seen in the bird line. The}
show little fear, but thers is generally a look of surprise in
their eyes when you stoop to piak them up. These yocung gulls
retain their mottled dress &ntil after tne first year. The

snow~white breast and pearl-gray coat are only worn by the mor




mature birds., The brownish looking fellows perched along the
docks of the e¢ity are not a differsnt species; they are imma-
ture gulle.

About the rock where the gulls lived, we had a splen-
did oﬁportunity to study the home 1life of tnese birds. We soon
discovered that the greatest anxiety of the parents seemed O
be to keep their children eroueching low in the nest where they
thought they would escape observation and would not run away
and get lost among Bo many neighbors, I saw one young gull
start to nun off through the grass, but he hadn?t gons two
yards before tne mother dcve at him with a tlow that sent him
rolling. He got up dazed and started off in a new dﬁreotion,
but she ragped him again on the head till he was glad to erouch
@own and lie nidden. It seemed also to be as much the duty of
the parents L¢ beat their neighbors' @ildren if they didn't
stay at home, for each mother recognized her own chicks largely
by location.

He who would study the art of aerial navigation,
would do well to watch the gulls' flight. I have often looked
at these birds as they hang in the air, or move straight up in
the teeth of the wind in the rear of one of the ocean steam-
boats. They poise, resting apparenéa}}dﬁ o&gstretohad wing.

It is a difficult feat. A small bird cannot do it. A sparrow=-
hawk can only do it by the rapid beating of his wings. The

gull ssems to hanﬁ;parfeetly still, yet there is never an in-



stant when the wings and tail are not constantly adjusted to
meet the different air currents, just as in shooting the rap=-
ids in a ecanca, the paddle must be adjusted every momenf to
meet the different eddies, currents and whirlpools, which are
never the same at two diffarent instants. These gulls are com=-
plete masters of the air. A a%ﬁl-boat can only tack up ag-
ainst the wind. A gull, by thé perfect adjustment of his
bedy, without a single fla. of the wings, makes rapid headway
straight against the wind. I've seen one ratain perfect poise
and agﬁf;ame time reach forward with his foot and secratch an
ear. I ,

The gulls are more common aleng the Pacifie Coast
than along the Atlantie . All through the West, the gull is a
versatile bird, for although he ie born for the water, he seems
t%:hs much at home hunting about the fieslds as on the ocean.
In Utah, the gulls that nest about the Great Salt Lake, fly all
through the surrounding country and visit the beet fields where
they catch erickets, grasshoppers and cut-worms. Iliiece are very

plentiful in the alfalfa fields ano when the land is irri _
and the water drives these pests from their holes, the ;ulis
are alwgys on hand and snap ‘them up as Soon as they appear.
The gulls are pacred in Utah, they are of s¢ much value to the
fa-mers that they are protected in every way and become very

tame. A
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In Southern California and Oregon, I have watched
flocks of gulls leave the ocean and rivers at daybreak every
morning and sail inland for miles where they skirmish about
the eountry and hunt a living for themselves. 1 have watcned
a flock of them follow the plow all day long just as the black-
" pirds do, fighting at the farmer's heels for angle-worms.
Otasss rummage daily about the pig-pens and gorge on the offall
tnatlia thrown out from the slaughter-houses. But I have never
seen the gulls spend the night about tnese places. Toward
evening, they begin to eollect in bands and sail back to the
ocean where they can bathe and sleep. If any bird is useful
to man, the gull is certainly of gi;at economiec importance as
a scavenger; three of them are equal to a buzzard and ten equal
to a pig.

In another way the gull shows his quickness 10 take
advantage of opportunity. In Southern California where the
gulls and pelicans Teed together in the bays, tne gull is a
parasite, living on the labor of the pelican. Although heavy
and clumsy in shape, the pelican is as expert as the kingfishe
at diving. From a heignt of thirty or forty feet, he drops
like a plummet into a school of small Tish and rises Lo ine
surface with pouch filled with fisnh and water. As the diver
stretches his nesk and draws his bill straignt up, the water
runs out and the fﬁ?h are left. The head is thrown back and

the whole catch is swallowed at one gulp. But the peliean doe



not fish for himself alone, for ne is always Tollowed by one or

more thieving gulls,
One day while standing on the wharf, I Baw a Erown
Pelican flapping along with a pair of gulls a few feet behind.

A moment later, the big bird spied a fish, for with a back

stroke of hig wing, he turned to dive. He gathered speed as hs

went and with wings partly closed and rigid, ne hit the water
with a resounding splash. The lower mandible of ais bill eone
tracted and opened his pouch that hela as much water as the
weight of his body. He cawe to the surface and was in a help=
less condition till the water ran ouit, and at this moment he
was pounced upon by the swift-moving gulls who snatched fhe
fish and were away before the slow peliean eoculd retzllate.

At anpther time, I saw a band of a dozen peiicans
hevering ever a school of fish. They rovse from the surface,
swung around till about twenty fest ahove, and two or three of
them dropped into the wéter at a time. & bevy of twenty gulls
were fluttering around to pounce upon svery pelican that dove,
The instant one disappeared and came up with a fisn%%pe was
nurrouni@d by a bunch of gulls, each sersaming to get a nose
in the pelican's big fish bag.

.We were interested one winter in studying the great
flocks of gulls that live about San Francisco Bay. ZEvery
morning at eight o'elock, the garbage is emptied at tne long

dock of -the navy training station. The gulls atcut the neighe



borhood know this as an ordinary laboror knows the lunch hour.
They flock around by the thousands., It locks aa if some one
had poked a stick into a hive of big Teathered bees, as the
birds flutter about and fight for particles of food. .

| Protection has made these birds very tame. 'aéld i§%§ 
Vhitey"” used to be known to every sailor on the Penaaébii}

"y . i A

training shigﬁfné he showed,for meals as regularly as the
bugle blew. He had his own perch on the bowsprit and took
bread or meat from the hand like any pet. There were always
several o§§eru riding the anehor chain, waiting for seraps
from the fahle. Hany of the birds were very expert at catehing
morsels in the air as they were often fed by the sailors. I
have often seen them taking a erust of bread in mid air, rarely
missing a catch.

The minute a new focd supply is found anywhere about
the baf;jtha news spreads in the gull world by wireless tele=-
graph. A floek of half a dozen gulls will increase to a&s many
hundred in an hour or so. You can't see just where they come
from, but they ecome. %hen the steam dredger started to open
the channel of the Oakland Estuary, a whole flock of gulls
sailed in and settled at the mouth of the long pipe, whiech was
belehing forth a mixture of mud, water, rocks and clams., It
was as bad as a crowd of a thousand noisy news-boys. Such a

Shoving, clambering, flapping, grabbing! Every elam was gob-




bled up the minute 1t struek ground.

I have often seen the Western Herring Gulli aet in
ways tha. speak well for hils sagacity. On several oceasions,
17 watchgd them open clams and mussels. His bill is unfitted
for cruiéing the hard shell. I saw cne gull grasp a elam in
his bill; rise to a height of thlrty feet and drop it to the
hara sand and gravel below. He followsd it up closely, but it
didn't btreak. He repeated the samue performance over fifteen

times before he wasp Buémeaarul.
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