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Tot>-Types of rustic homes for birds. A-Has removable front. B-A 
top held by two hooks. C-Simple hinged top. Below-Aecoessible nest 

boxes. D and E-Removablt top types. F-Hinged top. 
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Calling 
All Those 
Who Love 
Birds 

By WILLIAM L. FINLEY 

AND Eo F. AVERILL 

"CALLING all bird lovers! Call-
ing all bird lovers!" Now is 

the time to put up those new bird 
houses. Now is the time to clean 
out the old ones. When you read 
these lines the swallows, the blue-
birds and the wrens will all be 
back and will be looking for places 
in which to make their homes for 
the summer. Most of the other 
feathered beauties do not like man-
made dwellings, but they do ap-
preciate the right kind of shrub-
bery in which to build their own 
nests in their own time and man-
ner. 

But man has destroyed most of 
the local natural nesting sites for 
the wrens, swallows and bluebirds 
and if man would still have the 
benefit of their insect-destroying 
ability and would enjoy their pres-
ence and their songs, he must re-
pair the damage he has done, by 
replacing the destroyed n at u r a 1 
nesting sites with artificial ones at-
tractive to the guests he would en-
tertain. 

For those who w o u 1 d attract 
birds to their homes the Audubon 
society and the United States Bu-
reau of Biological Survey have 
available for distribution, leaflets 
on the building of feeding shelves 
and bird houses. Directions are 
given as to best location and other 
information desirable for the dif-
ferent species. Size of box, distance 
from ground and size of door are 
some of the essential details. 

Nesting houRes or box~s must 
combine protection from wind, rain 
and direct rays of the sun. They 
must conform to the dimensions 
used by given species. The entrance 
holes must be large enough to per-
mit the desired J;>ird to enter and 
must be small enough to keep out 
the larger ones. They must be lo-
cated in situations attractive to the 
apecies one would have as a tenant. 

"Copy nature" is the slQgan of 

the bird enthusiasts. These two 
words will solve most of the prob-
lems arising in connection with ef-
forts to establish bird colonies about 
one's home or garden. 

Bluebirds and wrens make use 
of all kinds and shapes of houses . 

. Much care must be used in plac-
ing the boxes for the latter which 
are among our most beautiful sonf-
sters, for they are not particular in 
their own selections and will often 
lose their young through exposure 
to heat through po_or choice of un-
suitably located boxes. 

Suitable bird houses can be pur-
chased in nearly every locality. 
Houses built by experienced per-
sons who will also . be glad to give 
information as to locations. But for 
those who prefer to build "their own, 
directions can be obtained from the 
sources named above. 

Here are a few "don'ts" for the 
beginner: 

Do not build boxes with two or 
more living apartments or boxes 
with entrance hole level with the 
floor. 

Do not build boxes m a d e of 
metal (the one exception to metal 
being in the case of wren boxes 
when placed in well shaded places) 
or boxes ornamented with elaborate 
fretwork likely to harbor coco.ans 
of destructive moths. 

Do not build boxes without re-
movable top or .side. 

For bluebirds a nesting box should 
be provided with a floor space 5 
by 5 inches square, a cavity 8 inches 
aeep with an entrance hole l1h 
inches in diameter and 6 inches 
i:.bove the floor. It should be from 
5 to 10 feet above grou!ld. 

Our violet green swallow prefers 
a house with a 5 by 5 inch floor 
space, 6 inches in depth with a · 1 ~ 
inch doorway located from 2 to 6 
inches above the floor and from 10 
to 15 feet in the air. · 

The wren only asks for % of an 
inch doorway in, a house with a 4 
by 4 inch floor and 6 to 8 inches 
high. The entranc~, like that of the 
swallow, may vary from 2 to 6 
inches above the floor. 

All three of these birds will a~~ 
cept swinging boxes though tMY 
seem to prefer stationary structures 
when ,given a choice. 

All boxes should be painted for 
· protection from the weather. Brown 
er green are considered most desir-
ablt for colors. 

Bluebirds prefer open situations, 
a·nd their boxes should be placed 
on posts or exposed limbs of trees, 
on pergolas or on the sides of houses. 
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Tlie Atta~;, 
That Boomerang 

Who were the "local promoters and 
speculators" who supported flood con-
trol in the Willamette valley "as a 
camouflage in 01der to obtain pork 
moneys"? 

Senator McMary, who made Willaln-
ettte valley development a major ob-
jective? 

General Charles H. Martin, who, as 
governor, appointed the Willamettf! 
board? 

State Senator Douglas McKay, who 
heads the Willamette valley commis-
sion? 

The United States engineers, who 
surveyed the project and found it fea-
sible and necessary? 

The Willamette farmers and towns-
people, who pleaded for flood control 
to stop soil from being washed away 
and communities from being inun-
dated? 

After Naturalist William L. Finley 
(whose defense of \tilel life against 
the inroads of civilization is often 
lonely but always admirable) made 
impulsive and unjust comments re-
cently about the Willamette Valley 
project, the Salem Capital Journal 
sounded off in kind, and as unkindly. 

In his letter on this page today, A. 
T. Oberg well supports the economic 
necessity of the project. But we might 
as well have the rest of the story. 
There must have been some pretty 
pernicious characters, to cause the 
Capital Journal to sniff sp'iled pork 
and go against a development in 
which no community has greater sta~ 
than Salem. / __J 
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