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We found the Black-crowned Night Herons and the 

White-faced Glossy Ibis occupying the same colony. In one 

place we found the night herons and the blue herons living 

together. The night herons as a rule, fastened their nests 

in the tules within a foot or so of the water. The ibis nests 

were generally three or four feet "above the surface. 

The ibis makes its home by lighti.ng on the tops of 

the o;reen tules and bP-eaking them over toward the middle and 

then weaving in other pieces ot~ dry tules to make a platform. 

\;.rhere the tules are quite thick, they make a very stable plat-
• 

form and a durable nest. 

The ibis home very much resembles a house that is 

built on growing stilts. When we first found the ibis colony 

the nests, as a rule, were about three feet above the surface.· 

The tules were comparatively si-nall as the nests had been built 

when they were quite young. Some time later when we visited 

t11e colony again, we were amazed to find that the ibis homes 

were adapting themselves to circumstances. Instead of t"hree 

feet, some were four and five feet from the water. With t11e 

gradual growth of the tules, houses had been elevated. 

The ibis is a st·riking bird on account of the coloring 
brm1m 

of 1 ts dress. The rich chestnut-red of the neck,. the changable 

colors of the back that are red, and green and violet. These 

with the long bill and ltbng legs give the bird a unique appear-

ance. W 

When t'1e ibis were building and when they had eggs 

in the nest, tl1ey were quite shy. But later on when they we-P 

had young, the parents becawe more tractable to the efforts 

of' the bird photographer. We were able at this time by deck-

ing the umbrella blind with tules to use it to good advantage 

in the ibis colony. By selecting certain nests and working 
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care:rully f'rom the blind we got a few e.;ood photographs. 

/ 
/ We found a number of' colonies of the great blue 

· j l18·ron. As a general rule, the birds were about, full grown and 

I could either take flight or run o:ff into the tules whenever 

we approached. These birds with the Farallone cormorants, are 

early nesters, with the exception of the Canada geese which 

are the earliest. 

When we approached some of' tl1e blue neron colonies, 

young birds fully grown flew up with the ease of old birds. 
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