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William L. Finley, naturalist and
writer of Portland, has been appointed
a member of the advisory board of
the migratory btrd «t:g'%t' »
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Life Is Rlch in

%henome
Plant animal life ot south-

west states offer the most striking
examples of the law of the survival of
the fittest to be found anywhere else
in the United States, and because of
this the desert lands remain among
the most striking phenomena in nat-
ural history.

Buch was the statement of Wil~
liam L. Finley, Portland nature au-
thority, in the first of two lectures
before Eastern Montans Normal stu-
dents, In the Babcock theater on
Wednesday morning, !

Although the naturalist’s subject
was “Getting Friendly with Mountain
Lions,” and one of the five reels of
motion pictures which illustrated his
dissertation was devoted to a lion
hunt, he reviewed in detail much of
the outdoor life and something of
the prehistoric background of south-
western states,

In his concluding lecture, in the
theater Thursday morning, he is to
describe “Alaskan Wild Life and the !
Kodiak Bears.” He is famillar with
both, having gathered the material
in a summer’s cruise through the
Bering sea and by exploration of the
haunts wherein dwell North America's
largest and most savage bruins.

“Bird and animal life in the south-
west 1s unique from anything we

‘have in other parts of the United

States,” Mr, ‘.t"lnlsy declared at the
outset of his talk. “In the south-
west we see unending examples of the
law of the survival of the fltiest.

“Every plant, bird and animal of
the desert has learned to survive
agalnst overwhelming odds., There 18
the kangaroo mouse, for example. His
northern brother must have water
frequently, yet the desert mouse has
been known to live two years with-
out a drink.

“In the southwest desert birds sit
on their eggs to keep them cool. Un-
protected from the heat by day the
eggs otherwise would not hatch. Be-
cause cactus is protected by thorny
growths, birds nest in them for pro-
tection against snakes and lizards.

“The desert squirrel, ordinarily
herhbiverous, often feeds on grass-
hoppers when other food is not to be
had, while a tiny ant known as the
scorpion mouse thrives on a diet of
'hoppers and scorplons.

“In the southwest we find voluble
evidence of a civilization that was
old when Columbus discovered Amer-
ica. It was our earllest native civil-
{zation, that of the cliff or pueblo
dwellers. They were advanced to a
high degree before their lands ‘were
devastated by the Spaniards.

" "They had a democratic govern-
ment, a religious ritual free from
sacrifices of humans or animals, strict

| A member of the advisory board of
the migratory bird treaty, Mr. Finley

will return to Portland mv
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