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To the Edito~: Il The Ore-

gonian of Sunday, April 29, 
was a letter from Mr. Morton 
Tompkins, overseer of the Ore-
gon State grange, stating that 
"the grange and other farm or-
ganizations have been contin-
ually asking our congressmen 
for action on the flood control 
program." 

He also states that "some of 
our citizens are concerned lest 
this flood control program in-
jure fish life. They may be 
assured, however, that the 
grange and individual farmers 
are anxious to work with them 
to avoid and prevent such a 
condition." 

In regard to the proposed 
Willamette valley project, if 
facts are carefully brought out 
from both sides there may be 
no difficulty in reaching the 
best plan where the land own-· 
ers along the Willamette basin 
could be protected from floods 
and at the same time not de-
stroy our valuable salmon runs. 

Since Mr. Tompkins stated 
that the state grange went on 
record supporting the present 
flood control program, can this 
not be changed so that the ex-
penditure of federal funds will 
meet the approval of both the 
land owners who want to be 
protected from floods ·and all 
those interested in fish life who 
want to conserve our salmon 
runs? 

The report of the army engi-
neers states clearly that flood 
control in the Willamette valley 
can be equally handled either 
by levees or bank revetment 
works or by a series of dams 
and reservoirs at the headwa-
ters. One point to consider is 
that the army engineers also 
state that the levee system will 
cost $33,000,000, and the seven 
dams will cost at least $66,-
000,000. 

For anyone who is interested 
in the conservation of our fish 
resources, we can furnish defi-
nite proof that the building of 
four high dams on the McKen-
zie, the north and south forks 
of the Santiam and the upper 
Willamette rivers will gradu-
ally destroy the runs of spring 
chinook salmon by blocking 
them completely from their nat-
ural spawning beds. The state-

. ment by certain promoters that 
the government will furnish a 
million dollars for hatcheries 
and that these salmon runs can 
be maintained in this way is 
untrue, because it is not based 
on facts. 

The question tliat we should 
like to have answered by the 
Oregon state grange is whether 
they are willing to have the 
government protect land own-
ers along the Willamette river 
from floods at a cost of $33,-
000,000 and at the same time 
not injure the valuable salmon 
runs of the Willamette, or do 
they intend to try to get the 
flood control program of the 
Willamette river basin commis-
sion carried out in order to try 
to get double the amount of 
money from the federal taxpay-
ers and at the same time block 
the laws and regulations of the 
state fish and game commis-
sions'.' 

WILLIAM L. FINLEY, 
Rqute 10, Portland. 
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