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jegged at the point. The ;I - slow, clumsy, and sullen, and whén cap-

tured makes no show of resistence beyond gatharingggzégif in a heap, with the
head and &é%%i?drawn in as far as possible, and the back high-arched like fimt
-ob an angry cat, The spiny tract is ch fly on the lower back and upper sur-
face of the broad, lumpish tail. The, Eﬂ_i:phhe%éin weapon of defense.

While the animal seems passive, i% is all the while watching keenly the enemy,
waiting for a chance to let fly. 8Should ons coms incautiouely neer him, he
will probably feel hurt before he has time to discover that numercus quille
are sticking in his clothes and person. There hﬁe been & vicious flirt of ths
tail- a peculiar, jerky slap- as if the thorny member worked on g f??}ng
hinge. Repeated thrashings of the tail, quick as 2 flash, betrayiizgﬂirritation.
After the meleerz;:;&;f the quilla:IZ% scattered on the ground, having been
flung out in the convuleive action. .

One visitor who came oub to see Dinty asked how this method of de-
fense for porcupies came sbout. Some time in the far ages back of all of us
when sven more animals ate their fellow beasts, the porcupine must have found
himael%ithe butt of a bad deal from Mether Neture. aRound and heavy of body.
with short, slow lege, a big soft nose that couldn't court colligion,‘and a juiey
fat back coverdd only with long haire, h2 found himself vulnerable to any
hungry merauder that came along. History says that lother Nature gradually
repaired her neglect of this creature'e needs for self-protection by stiffening
the long hairs on the back and teil -into quills, or at lsast gfowing a dif-
ferant kind of hair- for hair it is- so theat now in this age Porky never has to
run from an ensmy, or even hurry }n éifb at 211, He merely ducks hies head
and pulls the quill controled"Hs has workeﬁ,uéla useful system of hair-trigger

muscular defence.

All this seame to be a deubzf‘ul aibi for Dinty.es-tesSssiiaidmpet .
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And 1€ esems t5 me unfair end Over a period of menmy
i V' wild, full=grown

years I have met ManyhPintys in the woode from Alaska to the Yellowstone Park
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region, and [ati—down—the—Pasifie Const,)and have taken pictures of them at close
hend without any previous intreduction. I hed never h;d one elap his tail even
at clese range. Th= general run pecple who mest these—animelyg outdoors us-
' - iy =
ually begin to pester or tease or throw sticks and injure &im if possible.
The usual hunter will rai‘AFun and pop him off, and he falle with a dull thud,
an ineffensive victim %o thought iese., In the wildernese regions of the North-
Cﬂwl')”&» Cryag B -
weet he is protected by kew because h= may chance to provide a mulligan stew
for hunters and lost travelers. In some forest regions he may be & menace to
young trees, but it can't be very great. The growth of his population is cer-
tainly not alarming.

As a household pet, he is & great find. The first Dinty we had lived with
us for over a year, and in-t¥he second summer roamed away along the bottoms of the
Willamette River, where he muet have been diesppointed in finding a mate, as
porcupines are not commen =fivkw-resion west of the mountaine. Dinty,2d ise
absout fewr months old, two of which he spent in his little cage in our study.

For mammxkime most of the summer h2 has been living about the place, helping
himeelf Lo Lhe lettuce, cabbage and other vegetables in the garden. He epende a
good deal of his time sleeping down in the woods below the houes, for the daytim

called A ecalp
is his night. He iema nocturnal animal. About etght::ﬁniack he meandere up the
hill and comes around to the study door, scratching to be let in. When he enters,
rexsakaxx the lighted room with the family around the fireplece, he is in anythirg
but & "fretful® mood. He becomes coy and sumikxxkx self-consciocus; stretches
hie mouth with & comical grin, showing the leng, yellow tesths Cgﬁd then he begins
the porcupine dance, whirling around on his stubby lege like =.clupey l1ittl

B o pOrt L—et‘ﬁw g,

slephant, and crooning softly. -Fhem he remembers semetiving- ;
He aaubles over tc one of us eitting in a rzckingc ir,-;Ez;atands up, putbing

his paws on @ knee, -and begine to beg. e, composed of ene=third

creeam and two=thirde warm water and a little brewn sugar, sets him to dencing

again .f\ha talke softly all through the proceseof getting away with it.
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