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11 Don' t let him 5ome near; _. He' 11 throw his quills at me! 11 whined 

a fluffy, hys;.erical person as she flounced away from a round, hairy little 

ball, with a blunt velvety nose and small llea~ black eyes. He was merely 

another waif that hatLcome to live with us. But he didn1' t look much like a 

waif. He was ruJt lean or hungry, and he certainly had r.o inJ:erio~~plex. 
At the time he was the center of the household eyes, and was unconcernedly waddling 

about the study on his short elbows like a little bear, sniffing at all the 

\ 
strange objects, chair legs- and others- bookcases and ~ ~epecia1ly ;he 

woodli~. The woodli~ received especial inspection;. A~er smelling and 

rub:iing against all the other reachable objects, he invariably returned to the 

woodli~, and tinally crawled in among the sticks, t ook a f~w baby bites of bark, 
/ , ;;/ I ' ~ / , ; , -€ t ' ' ' ~ 1 

for his teeth w~re ,in the infantile stage also, curled 11p j n a ball 4.a~ a dar-k . 

ict uu (,f/"-v A-"', -~i«v{ _(. !·' · , r; 

/ ~co1ner and went sound asleep. He seemed as contertted a s if he were out in the 

\ 

I 

v1oods, or the wild expanse of rolling sagebrush, which should h 8.ve been h i e 

na t ur a l home . 
7-

0f cour s e, he ha~ never known t he SE\mi-,desert alkali region east 

of t he Cs sca des where he was born, f or h e had barely opened his eyes when a · 

t:xa:µp:iill' f.:iund him and shipped him to Portland. He had hardly gotten ac-

qt:'ainted with his own mother, a bulky, ungainly personage with an ugly vis-

age and a n outer c;:,:it of long gray hairs concealing a panoply of vicious spinee. 

is 
For Dinty, 2d w.e. a scion of the poi:cupine familJ-~, called the "'fretful" race 

5 ·~ (!___. 

of rodents. Erethizon is his ~1 name. 

'Ne th.:iught ths.t old hvax about porcupines throwing t heir quill§ had out-

1 d h ~ lh b b .. ive itself in t. ese times when the am.ma as ecooe e':.ter known. But it 

still pe/siets in some kinds of heads, an:1 it has been br::>ught to light on 

several chance occasions l a tely since Dinty arrived. Here ie the-grain of 

truth in the tradit i ::mal chaff that the porcupine throws its quills as it stands 
I 

on the defensive , or let 's fly e.Frows as it retreats from its pursuers. L:i 
~ , 
;' ~.r ·, ( f/ 

- ~--0reeti.u:e_ tha-spi.ne-s .~ V'e'P;_T short~..o::z:ty about a n inch long, but sh8.rp and 

J 

) 
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jagged at the p.Jint. The '~,..(:-lo slow, clumsy, end sulle~::tn' cap-
'J 

show of resistence beyond gathering itself in a heap, with the 

dravm in as far as possible, and the back high-arched like ~ 

-.tJ an angry cat • The spiey tract is chiefly or. the lower back and upper sur-

' 1~~~;_p k face of the broad, lum~ieh tail. • I Thto ~r is ~ !!lain weapon of defense. 
f'. 

While the ani.rnal seems passive, -U is a ll the while watching keenly the enemy, 

waiting fvr a chance to let fly. Should one cor..1e incaut iouely near hi':!, he 

will pr0bably feel hurt before he hao time to disc0ver that numer.)us quills 

are sticking in hie clothes a n d person. There hao been a vicious flirt of the 

tail- a pec\,tliar, jerky slap- as if the thorny member worked on a spring 
l 

hinge. Repeated thrashings of the tail, quick as a flash, betr!W it:e irritation. 
/.).-.rvt~ J,v\ ":'J--

A ft er th<:? melee ~ of the quills"-lie scattered on the ground, having been 

flung out in the convulsive action. 

One visitor wh..:i came out to see Dinty asked hov~ this method of de-

fense for porcupiAs came a bout. S..:>oe time in the far agea back of all of ue 

when even rr;ore animals ate their fellow beasts, the porcupine must have f .Jund 

himrel:( the butt of a bad deal from 1.1ot~1cr hature. .iound and heavy of body 

with short, slow legs, a big soft nose that couldn't court collision, and a juicy 

fat back cover~d only with long hairs, h~ found hi~self vulnerable to any 

hungry marauder that ca:r..e along. History says t;iat !,!other Nature gradually 

repaired her neglect of this creature' e needs for self-protection by stiffening 

the long hairs on the back and tail -into quills, or at least Erowing a dif-

ferent kind of hair- for hair it is- ao that now in this age ?or'bJ never has to 

run from an enemy, or even hurrY, in ~ife at all. He merely ducks hie head 
~- "\., \,4. 

and pulls t1rn quill coatrols~ne h <J. s worke~ a ~seful system of hair-trigger 

~uecular defense. 

All t hi 6 ?ems t 0 be a doubtful n 1 bi fjortl!J!Jj;' .... 12 

IA,/ fU,{jJL, ~a e>.- ~ ........ . 
t'.) ne un~air s. nd moetlyr1~-he-wr-ong-.aide. Over 

'\ wild, full-grovm 
yearo I have met ma ny,.flntya in the \',Jodo froi:i Ab.ska to the 

2.- ~,........ 
a period of~ 
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region, and (all down t'rte Paaifis Oae:s.t,.,} ar..d have ta1,.;:en pictures of them at close 
~ 

h1md without any previous introduction. I ha-ti nev~r ~d. , one slap his tail even 
-ttL -

a t close range. Th9 general rt.m~eople who meet t-heee animal: outd0ors us-

ually begin to pester or tease~or thr.::iw sticks and injure -h i.m if possible. 

The usual hunter will rai~~n and pop him off, and he falls with a dull thud, 

an inoffensive victi!!l :.o t~ought&~9s_s. In the wilderness regions of the North-
( <7>-""·• ' .,"'" I ..l ( r 

west he is protected by ~ because he may chance to provide a mulligan stew 

for hunt ers at1d lost traveler o. In some forest regions he may be a menace to 

young trees, but it can't be very great. The growth of his populativn is :!er-

As a household pet,. he is a great find. The first I.'inty we had lived with 
(l f 
~ ~ 

us for over a year, and in~ second su:nmer roamed away along the b0ttoms of the 

'.Villametl.:.e Hiver, where he must have been disappointed in finding a mate, as 

;iorc~pin'3s are not commcn i~.t' ! cgt:::w.t '17est of the mountains. Dinty, 2d is 

abJut ~months old, tw;:i of which he sp'3nt in his little cc.ge in our st.udy. 

For s~exkme m.Jst of the su:nmer he has been living about the pln.ce, helping 

himself t:J ~,he lettuce, cabbage and other vegetables in the garden. He spends a 

good deal of his time sleeping down in the woods below the house, f.:ir t he dayti:::re 
C:-ti ,.. ~' , ' ~ ( t 

is his night. He is a nocturnal animal. I.bout eight; 1 4>-cJ::.oe·:{ he meanders up the 
/\,. 

hill af.d com':!S around to the study door, scra tc!'ling to be let in. W~en "'·e enters , 

lMtx%,Kbc~:R:s the lighted room with the family a.round the fireplace, he is in anythirg 

but a ~fretful 1' mood. He becomes coy and ~oox:icttxx self-conE"cious; stretches 

hie mouth with a c0mical grin, sh0wing the long, yellow teethi> c;{'1d then he begins 

t.~10 porcupine dance, whirling a~ound on his stubov .legs lik"".· arcl~· y 1 ittl 
Chtf_ Ct,, /1'-&'1_,, t ·~ .... I ~,.,,!'r M Ui.-w.~t.- l_t!;y" . './."'-- (ff.r. 

elephant, and crooning softly. ~he re'11embers sc:tmatffi1tg-c:4ie · . r. 'Uc ' 
"' 

up, putting 

of one-t.hird 

crean and tw;)-thirde warm we.tar and a little brown sugar, sets him to dancing 
~ r, 
(,P-1..,,.-s.k' 

c.gain · He talks softly all thr:mf:h the proceseof getting away with it. 
I'\ 
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I~en he finishes it, he.is handed a slice of 

silts up anp munches till it is go:1e. Severo.l slices rlay follow, . after W1'lich 

he knows he is ful 1. He sprawls out full lengh with hie feet O'J.t behind, !lnd' 

lies as i~ asleep. 

and the person can 

ur _he crawls up iut::i a la_;i, pokes 

go on 'M 1 r ""'is reading~ evening 

his heed under· an arm, 

newspaper. 
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