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have %o buy a license or 1imit the pulling of your trigger. Vhy should those
who want to kill big game ever be allowed to hunt in any National Park? |

About Pifty years .ago, people began hunting wiidlife for picturese.
When the publishing of game pictures started, it led others to begin work=-
ing with the camerae. Many books have been published relating to birds and
marmals and untold thousands of pictures have been reproduced in newspapers
end mepazinese In fact, certain magazines are devoted entirely to natural
history. All of this has proved of great educational value in ppreading
information, giving better protection, and conserving those lpioiaa that were
on the dowmmrd tremnd. If it had begun earlier, it might have prevented the
exbermination of & bird like the passenger pigeon, untdld millions of which
lived in the middle West and Easts

In early déys ast munbers of big game animals were killed for food
and the dsale of their hidese At ome time, 1t looked as if the mi1lions of
antelope and buffalo that ranged the prelries of the middle West would follow
the passenger pigeon. When the pioneers moved in here and turned the prairies
into farm lands, the buffalo was on the point of exbtermination. It was
fortunate that the Yellowstone Park was established in 1872. It has nlways
protected a good herd of buffalo. The next step was the creation of the
Netional Bison Renge in Montana to save buffalo, deer, mountain sheep, and
others.

During the sumer when we were in Yellowstone, we spent most of our
time picturing bears. One day I discovered what a mother bear thought about
a comera that was eimed at her cubs. She seemed a litile backward sboub
meeting poople, but the cubs were over frgiondlye. The cubs came up to see
1P there wns anything to eat in the camera. I hed finished one roll cs'f
£41m and was putting in enother when the old bear gappeared about forty feect
away. She gave two "Woofsl",and came galloping toward me et full speed.
There was just one moment for thought, but I was too scared to move. 1 jmrbh
stared in the face of a headlong collisions When about eight feet distant,

the old bear put on the brakes and drew up with a Jerk that would have brought
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 oub noses together if she had skidded. Ve gazed intently at each other. Then
she tumd her head slowly, swung deliberately arcund and walked away. I made
off rapidly in the opposite directions I understood qzi.f.a elearly that she
didn't mt_lua to shoot her cubs, even with a camera. : '

The best place to pisture prong-horns or entelope is near the Gar-
diner entfances One morning near the Superintendent's office, we saw & big buck
antelope lyingz on the lewn nesr the curbe We slid the oar up and parked parnloll
wih'th@‘l backe He didn't move. When the camera was aimed at him for a close-
up face view, halii:todhhuppernpuirgiﬂngusﬂmnmchmmdtmod
his head ewny, ignoring us entirelye In the end we got the shot anyweye Up
in the hills and 1ittle draws, we watohed other bucks with their does and fams.
We slso saw deer roaming in the yards behind the houses, and often we met a
doe with twin fawns meandering slong the trails in the woods.

The only chence of finding moose was in the marshes south of Yellow-
stone Lekes For seversl dsys we stalked moose irm the valley of the upf;gr
Yellowstone, -'Igut they were so wild it took a lot of tramping to get any ple-
tures. At that time from 400 to 600 moose were ostimated to be in the Park.

At the present time they have increased so thet touriests can see them in the
wet willow meedows along the mein highweys. At the present time one can see

o whole crowd of excited sighte-seers around a calmly grazing cow moose and calf
shooting her with a barrage of camerase. The people and their enimel friends
have: ppgt together, to the benefit of both.

At the renger station near Tower Fells, we were told there were two
big bull moose in the meadow to the Baste We found them lying in the deep
meadow gﬁu vhere there was a lot of dwarfed willowse I watched one grab
o willow 1inb low down, and"pulling it upward with his big snout, strip the
leaves to the tipe When the pair became aware of us, they lunbez;od to their
foot and started off through the grass, moving deliberately, nibbling here end
there, tolerating but not inviting us to follow them for plectures. Zater
one of the pair was out in the open and I had worked up to within thirty
foet of hime He turned and wabtched me ss I snapped a picture. I had been
stalking him for several hours, and I could see that he was becoming a little
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trriteteds Ho suddemly shook his head, lowered it, stamped one foct and
charpedds I was near a clump of willows, and wes a good runner. As he chased
me armmﬁabush, 1 dodged ﬁbomena'bunohofwireylim:u It was lucky
thet his horns were still in the velvet, becsuse at that stage he will never
even let them touch the limb of e trece He chased me around end around the bushes,
but could never get near enough to slash me with a hoof. Finally he gave it
up and meandered aweys :

When wo left Thoroughfare and followed up Fox Creek to Big Geme Ridge,
we saw hundreds of elk in the high mountains. This was a most remarksble big geme
country. There were still big patches of snow in seversl plsces, but plenty
of grass on the sunny slopes. Thousands of elk were ranging high wp on the
continental divide at this season of the year, yhile in winter they worked
down into the Jackson Hole country. Originally they had plenty of matural
foods When that region was turned into farm lands, the elk had to be fed in
winter the seme as cowse It wes later discoversd that this wes a m‘.ls‘t’mke, because
wild animals do not thrive on damestio animsl methods. They should have s wide
range of natural food, even if they have to dig through the snow for the roots
and herbage underneathe

mie making a survey of Rainier National Park, we found a goodly num=
ber of mountain goats as well as deer and bears In Yosemite Hational Park, the
dg;'semd to be as mach af home as dogs around the doorysrd. Half way down
in Grand Cenyon Netional Park, we found a small herd of antelope that I was told
were brought in from the Yellowstone regions They were tame enough for good
'pio-burqs. In the high ;nuntains around Crater Lake, we saw deer and beer. The
wild Olympic Peninsula is one of the most natural and best regions for elke .
During our four months in Ala.skn._ we enjoyed a pack trip through McKinley
Nationel Park. Here we saw hundreds of white sheep and caribou, but it took
a pood deal of stalling mnd sneaking to get picturess During a sumer with Arthur
N. Paok,. we enjoyed a pack "briﬁ through the northern part of Glacier Park. To
get good :_shoﬁs of h-igheranging mountain goats, I had to use a costume and be
a goat to get a goate In all the National Parks, there was an unlimited supply
of both big end little geme birds and memmals that furnished thrills for the

naturalist and camers hunter. These are t outdoor museums, and should never
hear the shot of a gun to spoil the education and enjoyment of the publice

Sl



	mssfinley_series02_box03_folder02_0050
	mssfinley_series02_box03_folder02_0051
	mssfinley_series02_box03_folder02_0052
	mssfinley_series02_box03_folder02_0053

