
A TRIBUTE TO -wILLI.AJ __ L. FINLEY 

Thereare those men and women in each generation, the results of whose labors 
are not measured by the narrow compass of a single human life, but extend far 
into the future;and make the generations yet to be, happily their debtors. Such 
was the life of Bill Finley. 

~Ve do not pay this tribute to mourn his passing on, but rather to express our 
apprec:Rtion and thanks for the life he lived among us, for the splendid spirit 
of comradeship, for the trueness of his fr~ndship, for the wisdom of his counsel, 
for the efforts he put forth unseifishlyiwithout ostentation, and the results of 
his endeavors in forwarding tJie many civic and state enterprises, in the Izaak 
Walton League of which he was one of its vice-presidents for eighteen years, to 
the State of Oregon in which he was the first game warden, for the powerful 
influence he exerted in the protection and preservation of wild game, and the 
conservation of our natural resources, for the inspiration his life has bestowed 
upon us. 

These are not measured by the calendar, they cannot be conf:j.,neg by physical 
limitations, and what we call Death cannot dissolve or take·<ci.way, because they 
are of the divine and are immortal. 

It is one of the great compensations of life that the worthwhile things that demand 
our thought and effort are never fully accomplished or complete. We merely lay the 
foundations upon which others may build, but the security and permanence of the 
structure depend to a large extent upon how well and wisely our work is done. This 
thought was ever in the mind of Bill Finley. He saw in the conservation program 
not I!leEely the saving of material things, necessary for our well-being, but the 
conservation of the physical, mental and spiritual quality of the boys and girls 
of tomorrow. He sought as far as humanly possible to restore the environment 
that contributes much to the physical and mental power of these childreno With 
this vision it was only logical that he should give largely of his thought and 
effort to the work of our conservation program. To him it was coordination of 
effort for a common purpose. 

With the inspiration of his spirit abiding with us let us move onward. Then perhaps 
when we too have come to the day of our passing on and walk with him again along the 
waters of the lake where the fish leap and dart in play, or walk through the forests 
and the wild flowers bloom in all their native splendor, and hear the mellow twitter 
of the woodcock's wing as he whirls upward through the somber shade, over the 
harvest field, may hear the flute-like voi~e of little Bob-wpite, and in the tangled 
brake hear the rushing -wings of the ruffed grouse . In the fall again hear the whirr 
of the wings of the mallard, or the honk of the geese in flight, or at eventide 
shall again as of old enjoy i'lith him that fine spirit of comradeship around the 
mellow glow of the campfire there shall come to us out if the stillness the voice 
of the Great Master who loved them all, saying in commendation, "He hath kept the 
faith, he hath finished the work that was given unto him to do, he hath done what 
he could". 

Good-by, Bill, and may you enter that great Valhalla where life will be a continuous 
round of pleasure of the things you love. 
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J. B.OFNER 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

SUITE 1003 EQUITABLE BUILDING 

PORTLAND 4, OREGON 

July 8, 1953 

Dear Mr Finley: 

May I extend my sympathy to yourself and 
your mother. 

The enclosed clipping from the New York 
Times was sent to me by my brother, your Dad's 
schoolmate at Portland High. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mr Wm L Finley, Jr 
c/o J P Finley & Son 
432 SW Montgomery 
Portland, Oregon 
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I WILLIAM L. FINLEY,. : 
f WILDLIFE WRITER] 
:.. < 
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I Naturalist Who Also Lectured· 
l . . l 

and Took OutdooF Photos., 
Dies in .Oregon at 76 

I 
c 

! , P6>RTLAND, Ore., June 30 UPI 1 
; -W.,llllam L. Finley, naturalist c 
· and Wl'iter &nd lecturer on wild-
L life subjects; died here yesterday 
~ after a long illness. He was 76 
i years old. · l 
1 Mr. Finley worked most of h' l 

· life for wildlife conservation. For ' 
l twenty years he was field biolo- l 

• gist for the National Association i 
· of Audubon Societies and was vice l 

· president . 'of the Izaak WaJton 5 
l League of 4merica and the Nii:- i 

tfonal WH.dlife Federation. · 
I His wildlife writing appeared i 
! in many. national publications.· He J! 
·, lectured all, over the country· in i 
: the interests of conservation. .. · ' 
1 Survivors include his: widow anli .j 
; a son, William Jr., both of Port- j 
1 land, and a daughter, Mrs • .Art}lur 

N. Pack of Tucson, ~z. 

Ph-Otographed \Vlldllfe · 

Mr: Finley was also ~ well- J 
known photographer of Wildlife. ; 

1Some of his pictures of cougars '. 
;and antelope, taken in the moun- · 
,tains of the Southwest, appeared ~ 
in THE NEW YORK TIMES "roto- '. 

lgravure section in 1930. . 
, His motion pictures- of ~ildlife 
1also arou~d much interest. among ; 

lnat1,1re lovera From a moving ~ 
. .a.utomoblld' he once recorded th(l .~ 

: fleet movements of the timid 1 
, pronghorn antelope: Using a tel~ ·l 
1 scopic lens from a blind,_..he was~ 

able ta photograph. be1:vers bui\d.,, .' 
. ing'· a, dam across a i;nountain -
, stream. . · ... , 
· Aii a~ent conservationist, he j 
1 urged that · the young be taught ~ 
· the basic principles of conserva~ 
· tion. ,, · ,.. · 

"Sclftiol children grow up m Uie i 
belief that food comes from ' tin 
cani!j," he once said.' "They-seldom • 
learn that thirty inches of fertf1e ' 
topwil support.8 all the Hf~ on thh> · 

'[planet and that depletion of .the 
topsoil and of water resources. cut!' 
fnto tha reserves on • whic'1 · uur · 

Y.:a~~~pen~~·~_., ,.· ' .:. . . 
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