
ARGUMENT

(affirmative)

SUBMITTED BY

THE OREGON STATE EQUAL SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION 
in favor o f the measure designated on the official ballot, as follows:

PROPOSED BY IN ITIATIVE PETITION

For equal suffrage constitutional amendment, per- 
mitting women to vote on equal terms with men. Vote YES or NO.

316. Yes.

317. No.

AN OPEN LETTER.
To Every Liberty-Loving Voter of Oregon, Greeting:

The undersigned, representing, as we believe, the large majority o f the 
women of Oregon, are happy to embrace this opportunity, accorded to us 
through your initiative petitions, to lay before you a few of our many 
reasons for believing you will be as proud to extend to us, at the coming 
June election, your courteous invitation to join you in full and free pos
session o f the elective franchise, as were the gallant men of Wyoming, 
Colorado, Idaho and Utah, who bestowed full rights o f citizenship, almost 
without solicitation, upon every law-abiding woman within their borders.

This movement, which began in Oregon in 1871, grew so rapidly, under 
guidance o f pioneer men and women and public-spirited law-makers, that 
the Legislative Assembly enacted, in autumn of 1872, a married woman’s 
sole trader bill, enabling a wife to hold her own earnings, if  necessary, as 
her own property, by registering her intention with the county court. 
Stimulated by this small beginning, the growth o f public sentiment in 
favor o f equal property rights for women has placed Oregon women far 
in advance, as self-earning property-holders, of women of any other State 
in the Union, except the four States wherein they already vote.

But, although we are taxpayers, we are not yet full-fledged voters. 
This handicap brings the wage earnings o f women into ruinous compe
tition with wage-earning voters, and is a disability from which we be
lieve you will be glad to relieve us by your votes next June, in the inter
est o f both halves o f the people.

This movement grew from the small beginning in 1872, above noted, 
until the year 1884, when your representatives submitted for us, by legis
lative enactment, a constitutional amendment at the State election o f that 
year, which brought us 11,223 votes. Our proposed amendment was again 
submitted to a vote o f one-half of the people in the year 1900, and the 
“ yes” vote had by that time grown to 26,265. The amendment was again 
submitted (always by men) in 1906, and the “ yes” vote rose to 36.902.

For causes that are wholly eliminated, from the present campaign
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(and we hope from all future State campaigns for equal rights, and, 
therefore, need not be explained in this letter) the “no”  vote of 1906 was 
for the first time proportionately increased, but the readiness with which 
men have responded with their signatures to the large initiative petitions, 
through which you have reopened our case, is an assurance to us of your 
success in our behalf at the June election of 1908, for which we are patri
otically expectant and profoundly grateful in advance.

If any of you say you are weary of this agitation, we answer in all 
seriousness, so are we. So weary are we that we believe you will, in 
mercy, not compel us to repeat this struggle in the year 1910, as we 
surely must if you fail us this time.

If there shall yet remain a few women who should attempt to repeat 
their former protest in this pamphlet against equal rights for other wom
en, of which they are unable or unwilling, from their viewpoint, to see the 
need, we trust your practical good sense to prove to them through your 
affirmative votes in our behalf that our enfranchisement, while enlarging 
our opportunities, will in no way encroach upon their rights or liberties.

If any man objects to extending to his wife and mother the power of 
the ballot from the fear that if they become his equals they will neglect 
or forsake the home, we shall depend upon you to divert his mind from 
such a fallacy, by recalling the fact that the home instinct is inherent in 
woman, and cannot be created or destroyed by laws of men’s or women’s 
making. If he does not know, of his own accord, that there are many 
hundreds of men and women in Oregon, who could not have the semblance 
of a home to keep, under present industrial conditions, if women did not 
go outside to earn or help to earn the means to rent or support a home 
in ruinous competition with ballotted men, just let him alone; his delusion 
is chronic, and he is past recovery.

This movement for the enfranchisement of your closest friends, the 
mother-half of the people of Oregon, is wholly non-partisan, non-sectarian 
and non-political. We are not seeking to make laws to govern men. We 
believe as implicitly in men’s fundamental right to self-government as in 
our own, and we are awaiting your invitation, through the ballot box, to 
the possession of our inalienable right to equality with you before the 
law, which we prize for the same reasons that you prize it, and we believe 
it will be a pleasure to you to bestow it upon us exactly as it would be 
our pleasure to extend it to you under reversed conditions.

A bigail Scott Duniway,
President Oregon State Equal Suffrage Association.

Mrs. Henry W aldo Coe, Honorary President.
Mrs. Elizabeth Lord, Vice-President.
Mrs. C. M. Cartwright, Second Vice-President.
SArah A. Evans, Member of National Exec. Comm.
Miss Elma Buckman, Recording Secretary.
Mrs. W. E. Potter, Treasurer.
Mrs. A. Bonham , Financial Secretary.
Myrtle E. Pease, Corresponding Secretary.
Mrs. Elizabeth Eggert, First Auditor.
Martha Dalton, Second Auditor.
Mrs. Imogene Bath , Third Auditor.

LIST OF VICE-PRESIDENTS BY COUNTIES.
Baker, Mrs. Harvey K. Brown; Benton, Prof. Helen Crawford; Clacka

mas, Mrs. Eva Emery Dye; Clatsop, Mrs. J. H. Trullinger; Columbia,
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Mrs. E. H. Flagg; Coos, Mrs. Henry Sengstacken; Crook, Mrs. Ada 
Milliean; Curry, Mrs. H. A. Stewart; Douglas, Mrs. Ida Marsters; 
Gilliam, Mrs. Clay Clark; Grant, Mrs. Ida Niven; Harney, Mrs. Frank 
Davey; Jackson, Mrs. Hattie S. Day; Josephine, Mrs. L. L. Mangum; 
Klamath, Mrs. O. C. Applegate; Lake, Mrs. C. U. Snider; Lane, Mrs. 
Minnie Washbume; Lincoln, Mrs. R. A. Bensell; Linn, Dr. Anna B. 
Reed; Malheur, Miss Tina Chambers; Marion, Mrs. Clara H. Waldo; 
Morrow, Mrs. Florence Whitehead; Multnomah, Mrs. C. M. Cartwright; 
Polk, Mrs. Walter L. Tooze; Sherman, Mrs. Ella Slayback; Tillamook, 
Mrs. Emma Morrison; Umatilla, Mrs. S. A. Lowell; Union, Mrs. Minerva 
B. Eaton; Wallowa, Mrs. Elizabeth Oakes; Wasco, Mrs. Elizabeth Lord; 
Washington, Mrs. Imogene Bath; Yamhill, Mrs. Emma Galloway; 
Wheeler, Mrs. J. S. Stewart. 

IN BEHALF OF EQUAL SUFFRAGE AMENDMENT.

No reason can be given for man suffrage that cannot be 
urged with equal force in favor of woman suffrage.—The 
late U. S. Senator J. N. Dolph. 

I have nothing but words of commendation and praise 
for equal suffrage, and will gladly welcome the day when 
women are permitted to vote in all of the different States 
and territories, and at all elections.—Governor Frank R. 
Gooding of Idaho.

I hope that this State will give women the ballot, and 
I hope that every State will do it.—Geo. E. Chamberlain, 
Governor of Oregon.

Bad women do not exert an appreciable influence in 
politics. The fact that women vote in Wyoming does not 
interfere in any way with home duties, nor with the pleas
ant relationships of family life.—Bryant E. Brooks, Gov
ernor of Wyoming.

The salvation of this Republic depends upon the en
franchisement of its mothers.—The late W. S. Ladd.

This demand for the enfranchisement of women is 
right. It is just. No man has any right to vote against it. 
—Jefferson Myers.

I believe the enfranchisement of women will elevate the 
standard of citizenship.—Colonel R. A. Miller.

I am naturally conservative, but I advocate woman 
suffrage because it is right.— The late Solomon Hirsch.

One of the great advantages which has come to us from 
woman suffrage is the fear on the part of the machine 
politicians to nominate for public office men of immoral 
character, or to defeat those who have maintained a repu
tation for honesty and decency.—Judge B. F. Lindsay of 
Colorado.
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I go fo r  all scaring the privileges o f  the government 
who assist in bearing its burdens, by  no m eans  excluding 
w om en . Abraham Lincoln.

Over and above all, suffrage is the woman’s right, and 
no fair, just man will deny her that right. While we may 
defend equal suffrage upon the ground o f expediency, it 
is not a question o f expediency, but o f justice.— Ex-Gov
ernor Alva Adams of Colorado.

I do not in the least believe in the patient Griselda 
type o f woman. * * * I believe in the woman’s keep
ing her self-respect, just as I believe in the man’s doing 
so. I believe in her rights just as much as I believe in the 
man’s and, indeed, a little more. * * * No family can
become all it should be if the mother does not keep in touch 
sufficiently with outside interests and what is going on in 
the world to become an intellectual stimulus to her child
ren.— Theodore Roosevelt.

I look for and earnestly desire the enfranchisement of 
the women o f Oregon at the June election o f 1908.— U. S. 
Senator Jonathan Bourne.

The fact is, and can readily be verified, that the ad
vent o f women into the political arena has had the effect 
o f raising the moral standard to a much higher degree 
than it was before.— Governor Jesse T. McDonald of 
Colorado.

The moral delinquencies from which many men suffer 
may be traced to the disfranchisement and consequent 
moral irresponsibility o f mothers.— The late U. S. Senator 
John H. Mitchell.

Utah has been an equal suffrage State ever since state
hood was granted, and my observation has led me to be
lieve that the results o f giving the franchise to the women 
have been beneficial.— Governor John C. Cutler.

I have always assisted the women o f Oregon in their 
efforts to secure the ballot. O f course women should vote. 
— U. S. Senator C. W. Fulton.

The right o f suffrage should be denied to no citizen, 
save as punishment for crime. * * * I favor equal
suffrage, not onlv as a matter of justice, but as a moral 
and educational force in the nation.— Willis S. Duniway.

I congratulate the women of Oregon, and anticipate 
success for them in the present equal suffrage campaign.—  
John Barrett, President of Bureau of South American Re
publics.

Every man ought to be ashamed to oppose equal rights 
with himself for his wife and mother at the ballot box or 
anywhere else.— Dr. Henry Waldo Coe.

(Endorsed) —
Filed February 3, 1908.

F. W. Benson, Secretary of State.


