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the Stage Horses.Their Firevlace ,was eight feet across and the

8

main room was 25 feet souare which had a long Par at one gide where

Lic“uor was sold at 25¢ per drink.His Dining Room wes 40 feet 1lmn
and he charged 50¢ per meal,besides he had a large Kitchen.He
kept horse feed for sale which they had hsuled from Walls Walla
countr§ and Grand Ronde Valley.Some of the freighters plaved
Poker all night.And some nights,the whole floor was covered with
beds.of the freighters.There was an uover story in the Hotel wher
Veachem had beds to rent.In the book entitled"Tales of 0ld Oregon"
by George A.Waggoner he mentions theleacham Hotel as two stories
high.
W.R.Holmes said he had been over the rosd when it took seversl
days to get from the foot of the Mountain to Mescham.And that he
had seen Meachams Bar Room so full of men there was hardly stan-
ding room.and that gambling and drinking was going on nearly every
day and night.
andold freighter
William A.HevdenfSee BRutte "reek and Towa "amp)eaid it was very
dissagreeable freighting over this rosd ,esvrecislly during the
winter months.As he had freighted over it from Union 2nd "ove, Or-
egon to Umitilla Landing,and said many times in the winter frei-
ghters had to camp and shovel snow aways then drive up and shovel
again.And many times it took many days to get over the Nounteins
egpecially when the wind was blowing.As the road,such as it was
would drift full of snow nearly as fa28t as they could shovel it
out.Hayden and Hart,said sometimes when they arrived at Meachem
the snow was 2ight feet deep.And some of the freighters would
camp out under a large tree,and dig down to the ground and make
their beds,which was comfortable esnough if the wind wasnt blowing
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But if the wind hegan blowing the snow soon covered them up and
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they had to g2t out and go to the Hotel with their beds or ait un S
But when the snow went off late in the snring,thay had sbundance éi
of graess for their teams.. -
J.W.Childers said he crossed over on this rosd in October, K I868
and stayed at the Meacham Hotel over night on his way to school
at Harrisburg Oregon.And later was stationed at Meacham with Wil-
liam Willisms attending stock.As it keot two men ouite busy taking
care of the Stage stock and transients.

J.W.Cullen (See Summerville,Wallowa Lake ,etc.said Mescham was
always known as Lee's encampment for Jason Lee,before Meacham Rro'
established a Stage Station and stonping place.there,

Following is as correct account as I can get,of the killing of

George Coggin and the reason the Indians had such a hatred for hom.

George “occin owner of several famous race horses including ONce-
ola,Which was the fastest four mile runner.Fred Foster,owner if the
Meacham Toll Road,and Al Bunker,K Trotting horse owner, well armed,
started from Meacham to Pendleton Suly I2th,I878. Mrs.Foster and thd
seven children staying at the large hewed Log House which was the fir
first Hotel where board and lodging could be gnrtten at Meacham.Vrs.

Foster having charge of it.Which burned down later.Toster and his
party hadnt gone far when they ran into a bunch of Umitilla Indians
who sorrounded and attacked them.And they began shooting snd ran

for their lives.Being mounted on race horses, soon outdistanced
the Indians.But Coggin was struck in the back by a bullet and
yelled.Foster they have got me.He fell from his horse and the In-
dians tortured him with fire till he died.The Tndisns had a bit-
ter hatred against Coggin,for the reason,that Coggins riders had
killed several of the Tndians Sta2llions which had got among his

-
blooded mares on the range.(In exnlanation,I must say the Tndians

Stallions were small and mostly of the Cayuse stock
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Many of which were small Pinto Stallions.As the Indiane valued a
Pimto horse very highly.And Coggins Stallions being blooded Ameri-
can Stallions,naturally he didnt want thaw crossed with the Tndian
gerub horses.But the Tndisns had 28 much right or more on the range
with their horses ss Coggin had.And valued their Stallions as highly
as Coggin did his.And Coggin had no right to kill the Indian Stal-
liong.This same trouble existed in Wallowa Valley in I878.between
the settlers and TIndians)
For Cogeans murder three Umitilla Indians were srrested, tried and
convictedand executed,by hanging at Pendleton,Oregon.Foster and
Runker the latter badlywounded in the Hip,kent going.Foster gave
rein to his horse and emptied his Pistols at the Tndians as he
rode ,which sheck2d them,till he and Bunker got out of sight when
he hastily secrsted Bunker in a brushy Suleh and rode on into
Pendleton,The next day,Captain Matlock with some of hie mounted
riflemen went out and found Bunker who wes suffering terridbly
mutilated
from the wounds ,but subsecuently recovered and got Toggans,body
end took them to Pendleton(See J,¥W.0ullen interview)

Mrs.Foster hearing of the Indians attacking her husband,and
rarty,and of the killing of several travelers on the road between
LaOrznde and Pendleton,with the aid of her family and emnloyees

at Meacham,barricaded all doors and windows of the log building
and with guns,2tc.stood watch all night.But the Indians didnt
havopen to come that way.for some unknoen re=sson.The next morninc
while they weres sitting at Breakfast table K The Stage Driver from
LaCrande to Pendleton drove up in a2 run and yelled at them that
he had been chased by Indians s short distance back and for them
to all get ready to go to Pendleton.And as soon as he changed his
his teams for four mor;-fresh horses they T0 or I2 in all nileqd

into the Coach,and the driver whivned his teams into a run.As

they could hear the yelling of the Indians ,a short distance be-
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hind them.He kept his teams in a dead run down the Mountain %;
towards Pendleton.A drive unecualed in the days of Stage Toaches \q:
,considering the road which was very s#eep and sidling in many
Places The driver took a long chance on this drive,and it seemed
a myricle he didnt turn over.He kept this wild drive uptill he

came in sightof a Soldiere camp then the Indians gave up the chae

And he drove on into Pendleton.plmost a week later,the Toster family

returned to Meacham under an escort of mounted Soldiers .And found
the large Tog building still st=2nding,but had been ransacked from
top to bottom.Rarrels of flour,Sugar,Coffee and bedding strewn over
the floor and in the yard Olney McKay,Charles McLaughlin,James Meyer
and Tom Smith,Union County Teamsters were freighting on the Stage
Road with 10 and I2 team outfite and Treil Wagonse.And when near Mea-
cham a band of Indians dashed out of the timber and sorrounded th-m
¥illing Vel.aughlin instantly.Meyers ran about INN yards into the
timber where the Indians killed and scalped him.McKay hid in some
bushes where the Indians found him and after torturing ,killed him
and mutilated his body.Smith being terribly wounded,crawled into a
small Willow grove where there was a spring.The Indisns seeing him,
glipned in and tied a rove to his snkles and dragged him away from
the svrring just as he was to it to cuench hie terrible thrist.And
after dragging him ba~k and forth they killed him.The four bodies
were found the following day by mounted Scouts.The freight wagons
had been burned the harness cut all to pie~es and the freight from
the wagons scattered and ruined.
Mail had niled up 2t Meacham on account of the drivers not being
able to get any farther for several days,and & vet~ran Overland dri-
ver by name of Big Bill Lockwood,volunteered to take the delayed mail
on to Pendleton.He hitched four horses to a light Hack and put
the Mail sacks in and tied them securely.And a mah with a rifle

|
and Revolvers on the seat with him and two in the back end of




Jhe Hack fecing the back,well armed,Lockwood mounted the seat
and whipred his team into 2 run.A short distance from Meacham,a

band of Indians came out of the timber agd save chase.But the two

men in the rear . ,,req 1ead into them and kept:them checked.till
they got near some So'diers camred.
Coggin and Bunier caﬁe from LaGrande on the Stage to Meacham
where the Stage drivers had orders to not go on to Pendleton,on
account of the rumor that there were Indians along the road wat-
ching for travelers.Toster rode a good sure footed horse he czlled
Fritz.And Togegan and Bunker ,picked out two of the best Stage horse
horses.There being only two saddles at the station,Bunker , fixed wpo
up roves on an old Side Saddle.After Foster had cached him in the
guleh he went on to Pendleton and gave the alarm and the next mornim
after the soldiers had routed the Tndians,took a rig and went after
Runker.PBunker said after that long night,The Indians had jump=4
their horses over him several times while lying in the Gulch.When
the soldiers routed the Indians,They killed an Tndian that was
mounted on the horse Toggan was shnt from.The place where they qgu&
detoured and came down on Cabbage Hill(Now Tmigrant Hill)or about
one mile from where they left the main Stage Road to cut off some
digtance was where the Teamsters were killed.And this hill has
been called Dead Man Hill every since.
James Hamilton,son of Wesley Hamilton,(See Flgin)was on the sesat
with the Stage driver near Meacham,when the driver was killed and
one of the horses was shot by Tndians,Jim cut one of the horses
loose jumned on it and ran for his life.And when out of sight of
the Indians,he slipped off started the horse on and hid in a
hole in a cliff.Fe only had & small Pistol with Lim.The Indians
—

soon saw him,and tried to get him.But he stood them off with

the Pistol till assistance came,

_goo/




Lhe Meacham Hotel burned And in late '90s,2 SSEEEZ Ei
large Hotel as built,which was noted all along the route for the ([
fine meals served by GrandmaM;2;:: feor@e H.Himes Sec.of the Nregm .
State Pioneer Assnciation,said he and those in his party ate dinner
with Grandma Munrae while on one of his trivs,and nevere ate a meal
that he enjoyed so much.Grendma Munroe was a widow(See My Photo of

her in my collection)

John Lyman Slater who was born in Lafrande Oregon,Son of JTames
H.S8later helred build th}:tgz:el which burned down November 20th,
i903.

June 2Ist,I923,the enterprise Commercial Club,aprointed J.H.Hor-
ner and D.B,Reavis to get the Old Stage Coach at Joseph with (perm-
issoon of F.D.McfCulley who July 26th,T1922 ,donated it to the Wallows

County Pion=2er Asso.)and have it renai;pd to enter in the Pageant
at Meacham July 7rd,7923 at the dedication of the 01d Oregon Trail

by Warren G.Harding,President of the United States.This was a tho-

rough Brace Concord Stage Toach.(See Stsge “rivers)and the first

of its kind brought into Wallowa Valley(See Alder)

June 22nd,the committee went to Josenh with a large Truck{which was
cuite a contrast to the way of traveling when this Coach was first ue
ueed)and got the 0ld foach and brought it to Pickles Rlacksmith
Shop at Enterprise.Pickle being an 0ld Overland Driver in his young
days 2nd had it revaired which took a week.As every nart of the Ori-
ginal Coach,was left intact..The Committee wanted the first Stage
Deiver in Wallowa Valley,to drive this Toach.Tn the Pageant and
Dedicetionwhich was William P ,Hambelton.But he was not well and had
to refuse.The next earliest driver éwas William Arnold and 0ld
Overland driver,who lived at Flgin.But had driven into Wallowa

Valleyin the early days.He had gotten his leg broke a few dayse

before and had it in a cast ,and had to be very careful in putting
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any weight on it and was still using “rutches.

June 30th, T, H. Horner D.B.Reavis and Oscar “olvitts,the latter
furnished one team and H.P.Rowe furnished one team.These teams bei
being furnished free for the trip.Drove to T.0.Juve's Studio at

his recuest,for a Photograph of the outfit.After which Horner and
Colpitts started.Stooping at J.R.Wagners Paint Shon where yhey
.got Rannere painted by Wagner to fasten on the Coach which resad
"¥eachem or Rust"They started with camp outfit ,Grub and Horse
feed and made their first camp on the Little Flat just below the
Wallowa Canyon Bridge at Minam -n Fast side of the river.And
next morning,started early for Flgin.Where they hed Dinner and
picked up Arnold.From Flgin,they went to LafGrande where they had
Dinner and bought a Rale of Hay and cemped that night about seven
miles above LaGrande arriving there aftar dark.where the Raker
City vart of the Paegent was camped with Ox teams,Pioneer freight
wagons driven by men who had freighted over the Meacham road in
'€08.and a train of wagons renresenting =2n early day Fmigrant
and men with nackhorses
train, "he Raker Commercial Club vpaid all their expenses.The next
morning ,we were called by the Wagon Boss at three o'clock,cooked
out Breakfast and drove to Meacham and camped on the old Tamv Groun
which was marked off esmecially for the Paegeant neople.The Page-
ant Asso.furnished asll feed for horses and Oxen.The grounds were
laid off in streets and special Officers were there to place ev-
erbody.As some of the visitors had Autos.Others,wagons, Hacke 2nd
Buggies.¥ost all had camp outfits.there was an enormous crowd
there and one could hear Cameras clicking all the time.As some
went to nearly all the camps and took pictures.Fsrecially of the
Stage foaches which was a great curiosity to a great many and many
cuestions were aeked.;ie cuestion asked the most ,was,where are
the eprings to the CoachestiVthers would say,it must have been

very uncomfortable riding over the rough roads in a Stage without

3
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énringa.ﬁthers would ask about the hind Boot.Asking if naszzggzre 'fi

had to ride in it and ride backwards.Others would say,T think T o
would have just as lieve walked.As to-ride in one of them things,
and had to pay besides.fNthers would ask if they could ride in the
Coach when the Parade started.Saybng they would.be willing to vay

gsomething ss they had never rode in a Stage Coach.

July 3rd,the Pageant formed in parade line with Joe Wood in the
ledd with his six‘horae Passenger Coach.But the parade was delayed
.ou}te awhile on account of some trouble with the Fnjine of the

Presidents Train.Of which it was said,a short tbme before the trash
came in,one wheel of the Tnjine ran off./See Daily napers of that
day,in which they said Wrhod drove the smaller Coach.Which wes 8
mistake.As he drove the larger of the two Coaches)After the Presi-
dent made a spesch from the rearof his special R,R.7Toach,Wood drov
up and the President,”overnor Walter M.Pierce,Senator MeWary and
the Presidents special guard got in Woods Coach,which was followed
by a minature Rugegy drawn by Shetland Ponies owned by M.S.Levy,
which Mrs.Harding and her attendent got in.This was followed by
Presidents
the Wallowa Zosch.Which the balance of thehparty rode in.After
which the procession started for the speakers stand ,which was rade
for the ourvose of rough lumber down in the oven Meadow.where the Pre~
sident ,Governor and others spoke.Tt was a very warm day and very un-
confortable for the speakers and audisnce.After the speaking, Mrs.Ha-
rding asked to ride with Wood in the large Coach,and being a med-
ium sma2ll woman,had ouite a time getting her foot on the Hub of
the Coach and getting her hold on the seat to e¢limb up Wood hevirng
hold of one hand and had to opull her skirts above her knees.to get
her foot on the Hub.And an old woman standing close by,was heard to
say,she had seen all of !Mrs.Harding she wanted to see.And an old

man standing near the woman,was heard to say I guess I have seen
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as much of Mrs.Harding as any other man excent her husbend.From E;
~0

there,they drove to the Ranouet Tent.After alighting from the Coach

and before they went into the Panouet Tent Harding being with all

who were collected around the tent w=g noticed to be ocuite a mixer

He smoked Cigaretts continously and wore his stiff brimmed straw
hat slightly on one side of his head.And had a very,strong grip
when shaking hands.There was not much of an apnlause when Harding
spoke at the stand as was expected for a Presidentof the U.S.Tt
was said the reas n was,that the Legion Boys didnt like the vet-
oing of the Ronus Pill,

Tust before the Parade started,F.D.MecCully came to the Wallowa
Onach with some Rust Pictures of Harding and asked rermission of
me,to tack one on cach side of the Coach,which was granted.

After the Bancguet was over,the President and party and nearly
every one in the camp,proceeded to where the large stone was set
which Harding dedicated to the OLD OREGON TRAIL.

After the dedication, Mr.H.Best of Wallowa “ounty,wes asked by Sena-
tor McNary who was a boyhood friend,if he wanted to walk through
the Presidents nrivazénﬂoach .And he gladly accepted the invitation
And while in,the Senstor walked to a Locker and took out a bottle
of Whiskey and offered Best a drink.PBut he refused,Saying he never
drank,but he gmelled of it and ssid there was plenty more there
in the Locker or fooler.Rest said he was surprised,as Harding was

was campaigning on the Prohibition Tickst.

There were many Bootleégers on the ground that day,and it was
learned by some,who got Licuor,éthat some of the Svecial Officers
were in with them.Though while the Tommittee on arrangcementswers

preparing the grounds,they set two large Posts about 10 feet
apart ,and fastend cach 2nd of a large chain to the vposts,to
chain any one who was arrested.But it was not used.This answered

for a Jail.
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In the afternoon,several hours were svent in putting on the dif-
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ferent Programms.Such as early day attacks of Indians on Fmigrant
trains and Stage CoachesStage robbermys,etc.In which many Tndians
from the Umitilla Agency took nart.

Followine are letters from and to the Raker and "ntervnriseCham-

bers of Commeree by their Seecretaries.
-GEBSOREADFOSRABE, -
OLD OREGON TRAIL
--ASSOCTATINN-»
LaGrande ,Oregon.
May 5th,I1923.
Mr. D.B.Reavis
Fnternrige Oregon.
Desar Sir;

I am sendineg you werewitha copy of a letter to Mr.Rill Arnold of
®lgin hoping that some combination like this might be worked out
ag Wallowa's ~art..Tn as much as Wallowa County had the last m2in

9tage Line,it would be a big beese of luck if we could have this
Layout in the Pageant..

I have written to Mr.Cox in Wallowa,along the same 1line hoping
that you two fellows might get together along this line T want the
boys of Fnterprise to know we aporeciated their efforts to enter-
tain us last summer.

Yours very truly
A.W.Nelson,Sec, Treas.
QLD ORTAON TRATIL ASSNCIA.
May 5th,I923,
Mr.Rill Arnold
Elgin,Oregon
Dear sir;

By this time you have heard a good deal about the 014 Oregon Trai

Pageant to be held in the Blue Mountains July 4th,.Among other th-
ings that will be brought up to the public attention at this time
will be the old Concord Coach.You probably remember Felix Warren
who used to drive Staze Coaches in the early days.Hs has promised

to come down from Spokdhe.

Le vou also know the Stapas line tetween Flgin and Joseoh was almost
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the last big commercial stage line in the whole Northwest.NVoe then
the provosition that the peorle of Wallowa County have offered to
hetp and if we could get a stage Coach aqﬁ horges from Wallows County
and Tnion County and could get you to drive them we would have ouite

a little stunt.Will you vplease advise us what you think about it ,snd

T am writing to the boys at Wallowa County,telling them about you

S0 there is no doubt but what you can rig up a good outfit in this
way.Please 1let me know right away what you think of itso that we

will have something to work on.
Yours very truly
A.W.Velson,Sec.Treas.
OLD OREGON TRAIL ASSOCIATION

FNTERPRISE OHAMRER OF COMMFROR
J.F.Farrell President.
W.F.Savege Treasurer. D.B.Reavis A.M.Pace Vice-Pres
Secretary n,0,%0ldsberry Vice-Pres,
Enterprise,Oregon
July I4th,1923.
Mr, W, A.Velson
LaGrande ,Oregon
Dear Mr.Nelson;
It was reported to the ¥nterprise Chamber of Commerce that any

expenseg incurred in sending the Wallowa County Stage Cosch to
the 0ld Oregon Trail Celebrstion would be vnaid by the Committee,
the following are the bills incurred..Any part of them that you
would feelyou would like to paywould be greatly aporecisted.But
if you have lost on the Papgeant we do not exnect you to rut wo

voursaelves out

2
Veals horsefeed £13,90,
Aroceries for drivers 7.50
Drayage on Stage Coach 5.00
Labor and materiel on Coach 47,00
Shoeing horses 7.89
Horse hire 21.00
Total I0I.€5.

Thege does not include some small incidentals,but they do not
amount to a greast 4eal so do not list them.
Please let me know igat you can do at once.As we have a meeting

of the "hamber Tues.Tve ,and would like to make a reportif Pos-
Very truly vours,

sible D.B.Reavis, Secretary

2
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J.0.Bradford of Portland,son of Major Ward Pradford,said in
1871 he went with his father from Tast Portland to Fastern,KOrego

to buy land and run cattle.They went by boat to Umitilla and
from there to Raker City by stage.Stopping at lieacham for dinner
where they had a wonderful meal consisting of Corned Beef;Cabbag
Potatoes ,boiled with their Jackets on and dried avonle Pie.He said
the meals were #I.50 each and were worth it,

Posgibly the first White child born at Meacham, was Sara W,Lutz.
thsiuzsaaiééﬁzggfigIi5543£;é£;‘21;ﬁ3::Ciggaz in 1852.(%ee Fred '
Lockleys article in Oregon Journal of MNay,?Ist, 1935,

-~ F¥rs.Nellie Fracis Meacham Reddington now living in Portland,

waé born August 6th,I858 at Suisun Californisa.She is a daughter of
Alfred B.Meacham for whom Meacham,in Fastern Oregon is named, ,and
Ornha Ferree Meacham.When she was a girl she had red hair and =
heirtrigeger temner and her nickname was "Tornado"Her fath~rs broth
Harvey who had nreviously came to Oregon ,wrote her father Alfred

to join him,and he came in I882.And in IB863 he wrote his wife

Orpha Caroline Ferree to come and bring the familv,which consisted
of Nellie,Clara and George Meacham.They came on the Steamer Brot-
her Jonathan to Portland,and from there on a boat to Umitilla Lan-
ding "here they took a Toncord Stage Coach drawn by six horses
taking them a1l night to get to Cawuse Station on their way to Lees
Fneampment 2s it wae then called,where Alfred and Harvey Meacham
had settled.the next day,they took the stage on up Tmigrant Hill
which was a long heavy pull at that time and arrived at lee's Fncam»
oment.Latar Meacham)The brothers had built a log house with Shake
roof and Firsplace of stone with a stick-and morter chimney.The hast
hearth was of stone,anq‘the Mantel was a thick log.smoothad with an
Adz.There was an iron crane over the fire on which was hung an iron

Twakettle.There were two large rooms and 8 kitchen and living room.h

In the living room,there were double bunks in three of the corners

10!




There was a loft and back of the cabin was a shed.The men slept
either in the shed or in the hay in the Stage barn.As they kevt the
Stage Station there aleo.Mrs.Meacfan_was a famous cook and took
gret oride in her cream-of tarte? biscuits fried chicken and pies
and cakes.As the table wzas always crowded.As the passenger traffi
was always heavy in the '80s,between Willamette Valley and Tastern
Oregon.If she had anynies and cakes left over there was no trouble
in disposineg ofthem for the freighters were always glad to buy some
cooked foodwith the money Mrs.Meacham saved she bought Linen tabl-
ecloths and #300.90 worth of silverware engraved with the initials
0.F.B.It was not long after this thet the name of Lee's Fncampoment
was changed to Meacham.It was named for Alfred R and Harvey Meacham
Harvey was killed in I872,by a falling trse.These two brothers
were inseverable.And nerfectible agreesable in every thing.A short
time after Alfreds famiiy arrived, Harvey went to Walla %alla for
suoplies.And while there, he met AliceRockerfellow I6 years old
whose father was mining near Baker City,Oregon and they became
engacged and in a short time they were married.And in a short tome
thay came %0 Lee's Tncampment or Meacham, And within the next IO
years they had five children.William R,Frank ,whom they called
Rockie ,Grace ,Alice and Harvey.Hsrvey was born after the death of
his father.In the spring of I865,Albert and Harvey started the
big log Hotel which was 40X680 feet.Tn the front was the mens room
dining room and sitting room.And there was a porch IO feet wide
along the entire {enzth.In the back ,were the kitchen, store room
and one bed room.In the uprer story,were some sleeping rooms
and a large Bunk room for men.There was s huge Fireplace at each
end of the Hotel.The dining room was in the middle of the build-
ing.The Fireplace was :; large that it took two men to roll in
the backlog which often burn=d for a week.There was a long Rar

room in the Hotel,.

3
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ﬁrs.Reddington said her father was oprosed to licuor in anyway QE%
And one morning he said to his men,roll out every one of those ‘ﬁt |
Whiskey keps as well as the Wine and Re=r kegs.This was honded
Whiskey worth several hundred dollars.After which he took an Ax
and broke in the heads and tipped them over and poured it =211 out
And when Stage drivers ,freighters and Passengers came for a drirk
they were dissapointed.As the nesrest place they could get g drink
wes Walla Walls or Lalrande.(Doubtful %)
A/B,Meacham is the author of a large book entitled"Wigwam and
Warpath".On January Tst,I878 he issued the first number of a pub-
lication entitled"The Council Fire".which was published at Wash-
ington D.C..For many vears.A,B,Meachame heslth was shattered after
his terrible exnerience in being so seriously wound=d on April
IIth,I873 by the Modoc Indians in the Lava Beds in Southern,K Oregm
Mrs.Nellie Meacham Reddington,graduated at the Willamette Univer-
sity on June I8th,lI877.B,.F,Irvine,editor of the Oregon Journal was
also member of the graduating classAmong others was Frank D.NeCully
(See Joseph,ete.)
The Veacham road being a Toll road,Mrs.Reddington had olenty of
experience while keeping the Toll 0ate and running the Hotel.Two
rough looking characters on horseback,came up and refused to pay
the $2.00 toll and threatened her and she gave in to their demands
and went to the Hotelto get the keys to the Tollgate,and when she
came out,ishe had her "Inkles Pistol and nointed it at them and said
here is the key to the Tollgate.Pay the #2.00 and you may pass thr-
ough.They knew she was a good shot and meent business.And they
vaid the #2.00(In explanation I will say this road was first buil
by the Freighters and other travelers from Grand Ronde Valley to
Umitilla Landing.And Me;:hams had no right to charge Toll.Though

they had worked it some themselvass,then put in Gates.,) See Vallowa

Canyon. )
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{n the middle of August,I878,Tt rained very hard.And the Remmack
Indians were on the Warvath.And the Meschams were loading their

wagon to go to the Warm Springs 50 miles North anq while waiting fo

for the rain to nass over Vellie went down on the creek fishing.
But seeing an Tndian,went back to the Hotel.And just then the
Stage drove in from LaCrande.And the driver fake said
the Bsnnacks were on thé Warpath ,and the folks at the Hotel, had
better leave forfialla Walla.And Wellie told Take if he would wait
2 few minutes till she could nack some things,she would go with him
John Hasiley was the Contractor and had the best drivers he could
get.And they reached Pendleton safely.When they arrived at Pendletn
the Restaurants and Hotels were full.Rut most of the Wait¥esses
had left for Portland on account of the Rannack Tndian scare.And
Nellie volunteered to help wait on the tables.And one of the first
tables she went to,one of the diners said.Why.Wellie Meacham.What
are you doing here? Tt was Governor Stevhen “hadwick,of Oregon.
She told him she was helping out in an emergancy.He said you may
be a Tornado at times,but you make a good Waitress.Now run along
and bring me the best dinner you ean get for me.After the Rannack
seare ,Nellie went to Umitilla Landing and down the “Tolumbia by boat
to Portland,thence to Salem.And in a short time accepted a posit-
ion as teacher in the Waldo Hills.Nellie said Jsson Tee camred on
Meacham Creek a few hundred yards from where the Neacham Hotel
was built later.And that Msjor A.G.Lee,camped at this place,when
he went to meet the immigrants of I844,And that the Toll rosd,ffol-
lowed the 0ld Oregon Trail and was known as the Meacham Toll road
and the Hotel was known ss the Veacham Stage Station.
In late 'A0s,Thomas and Ruckles built a large Hotel at the hot
Sulphur Sorings and bzllt a road over the Blue Mountains,and Mea-

cham bought this road or Comnany out(See Summerville)The two Mesc-

hams

sral
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‘naid all the cash they had on hands and signed notes for the bai—

ance.which broke thep.

A.a)/v;?/

When Vellie wae 9 vears old her narents moved to.LaGrande,Orego
where the children could go to school.And Harvey Meacham and
his family ran the Hotel at Mescham.This was in I8A8.And Nellies
féther stumned the State of COregon for Genersl Grant.After which
he went Tast and came back with the amvointment of Superintendent
.of Indian affairs of Oregon.And the family moved to Salem Oregon.
Where Yellie took lessons in nainting 2nd by the time she had gr-
aduated in I877,she had sols over £500 worth of her paintings
tuitition
and paid two years of her tudtbon at the University,after which
she was invited to teseh art in the State University,whizh was
ovened in I878.She also taught the first art course in the Walla
Walla Washington Public Schools.

One of Nellies first Commercial trasactions while she was a
gtudent atSalem was with Mr.Holman.Who had a candy store at Salem
,to furnish him with I00 pounds of Chewing Gum.Which he agreed tor
pay her 50¢ ner pound.Vellie svent her vacations at Veacham each
year.And pressed her brother and his friend into service.And they

hitched up a te2am to a light wagon and went into the timber and gat-
hered gum from the Pine trees.After they had gathered a lot she bo-
iled it in a five gallon can,then worked it by hand under warm wate
and shivped I0ON pounds to Mr.Holman at Salem.And when she went back
to school he naid her for it.She took seversl pdunds back with her
and one day the Professor Dr.Gatch called her into his Office and
said.Nellie how much gum have you left.? and Wellie s=2id about five
pounde shall I bring you sometY and he said no.I will be relieved
when it is all gone.As ghe pupils you gsve it to,leave it on their
seats or desks and when I sit down to help them in their studies it

sticke to my nantaloons.




After the Modoe Indian War Genersl Grantaprointed Wellies father -
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on the Peace Commission to the Modoc Indians(See History of the
Modoc Indian War.)Later,the Redpath f#yceum buresau emnloved Vellis
father to gather a troopof Indians.And with Captain Oliver Apple-
gateto go on & lecture tour through out the Fasgt.A Bank in Boston.
which had financed the deal ,went broke,and the lecture course was
abandoned.And the Indians were sent back to the ¥lasmath Agercy.
When Nellie ¥rances Yeacham Rgddington was a little girl, she had
a2 fiery temver.And was given two Nicknamees.She was cslled Red Rird
on account of her flaming red hair.And 1little Tornado,on asceount
of her fiery temper.Her parents with her Unkle Harvey Meacham,fin-
ished the large Hotel and Rarn,early in I885.And their table was A
always set with the choicest eatables.Wspecially all kinds of wild
meat.

Meacham Creeck was the boundary of the Umitille Tndian Reservatim
and all Indians were allowed to pass over the road free of charge,
And Vellie learned to talk the Chinook Jargon fluently.

Nellies father killed & bear close to the Hotel and a Mouger killeA
their dog right in front of the Hotel.Nellies father ran a »narer
called the "Council Fire"while in Waehington.D.C..He wrote to Nell
to come to Washington D.C.As he had secured her a Government Pos-
ition.And sent her $200.to pay traveling exvenses.But Nellie gave
it to her Mother to pay some bills,as she was running a Hotel and
Roarding House at Salem.sand accented a nosition as teacher at Au-
rora.(At that time Aurors was called Dutch Town)From Aurora she
went to Oregon Cityand accepted a2 position as teacher.The room
thatwas given her in this School House , was considered to be the
toughest room in the building as to disobediance among the Pupil
And the first morning :;en she went to the room,the Pupils star-

ted to be unruly,And she grabbed a boy by name of Frank Roberts
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who was among the 1eaders of the unruly bunch,took him across her

8/0/

knees end svplied a Ruler on his Rutt till it blistered. And soon

she had the best bshaved class ip the building.The next year,Nellie
taught in the Garrison school in Portland.This wes in I880.And Sep-
tember I8th,IS88I,she married Captain Tharley Troun.And they had
one child Charles T.Jr.and he died at the age of five months.And h
her husband died a few months before.And she rented the Ainswoth home
at Ath,and Yamhill Street at g 5. ver month and ran a fashionbl
Roarding house nf I7 rooms and boarded the high slseried "fficiak
of the Vorthern Pacific Rsil Road.When the Villard boom burst(See
Hilgard)After which she went to Walla Walla,Washington which was
in I885,and secured a nosition as director of Art in the schools
at Walla Wslla,where her Mother died in IS888.
There she got aecouainted with John Wesley Reddington.Who as a
young man,had worked on the Oregon Statesman at Salem Oregon.And
later served as a scout under General 0,0,Howard in the Bannack
Indian War.Nellie and her husband both had red hair.They had four
children of which three were also red hesded.They lived together
I8 years.But could never agree on religious matters and for the
next 29 years they lived apart.But were good friends.Vellie wsas a‘
Methodist and her husband did not like the Methodist Religion.And
when people learned his name was John WesleyReddington, K they assund
he was a Methodist.,After which h2 slways signed his name John
Watermelon Reddington.(See letters from Reddington)
John W,Fllsworth was FWield Representative for the Portland Oregon®
at the Union “ounty Fairs in‘IQ92-3-7,and gaid Neceola George ‘og-
gins race horse was the fastest long distsnee runner West of Miss.
And that the little_gtallion won first money in three straight mile
heats.His measured strides,coming in at the finish of the third
mile ,were I7 feet.

Orange Caylord started his second trin across the Plasins from



: ‘ 1008
Magnilia ,Putman County Tllinois,with his wife and two daughters

bief

Tlise Tllen and Lenora March 7th,I853.His wifes maiden name was
Sarah Tlixabeth Stout.With them were his wifsg Mother Rrothers
and sisters.His Father-in-law Tzra Stout was a Rabtist Minister
,who had already came to the Oregon Country with a few acousintance
on of which was George Coggin,an Fnglishman.On this trip,George
Coggin became actusinted with Lura,deughter of Fzra Stout,and ev-
entuslly they were married.She being his first wife.They had one
child a saughter ,whom they named Loras.Who never married.Sarsh 71-i
zab2th Stout and Laura Stout were sisters/Information from Mrs
Gaylord Irwin,Whose husband J.F.Irwin was head For=ster at Tnter-
nrise\g;;:g: Gfaylors was born in Tioga County Penn.June I4th K TR2Z
Ren Ownbey Arove stzge from La”rande to Pendleton,taking the
place of Jack Dillon who had a Paralyitiec stroke,in I878 or I879
Dillon was called Hapoy Jeck.They drove four horses to a Concord
Coach.BRen drove about four months and changed horses at Meacham
.Saying the large Log Hotel was there at the time.Ben said it weas
a hard drive on account of the muddy roads.Dillon got so he could
walk with "rutches and Ben was with him when he died.And they bur-
ied him 2t Summerville.
Lins Heammack(See Wallowa “anyon)se2id in the crew mentioned in
the above “rticle, were Jim Myers,Jack Patton Lewis Snyder and him-
gelf.And snyder was in the lead with a I2 mule te2am and three wagors
And when he drove up to the large heavy Cate Tom Foster had aeross
the road, Foster demanded toll.And 8nyder told him he didnt have the
money to pay.And if he didnt oven the Gate,he would take one of his
teams and pull the Gate out of the way.And Foster pulled a Shot Gun
on him and made him ray.Fister charged #1.50 for first team and wago
and 50¢ for each 2dditional team q?d7jgt and 50¢ for =ach trail Waen

for each way.And the same for immigrants.Hammock said if the lamig-

rants didnt have the money,F-ster would take sny thing they had for
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for pay,even to bedding.Before he would 1et them nass through.Whié

drol/

was very hard on some Immigrants,as they didnt have very much as it

was.He said Foster was a tall man with-long sandy hair and Whiskers
and was related to Meacham RBro's.And when one of the Meacham Pro's
was killed by a tree falling on him,which he was cutting Foster sue-
ceeded him in the road and Hot2l business.

Oregonian of Wed.June I4th,I876, says.

At Orodel on Meacham rosd,a freighter with a I0 mule team,came to
Fosters gate who owned the land the gate was on and Foster demanded
Toll.And the Teamster refused to pay.And hitched a teem to the gate
and pulled it out of the way.And Foster had him arrested.And to
date,it has cost Toster #60.00.And it wasnt settled vet.

MEDICINT CREREK =nd JAYRY RIDGF

Tmpties into Sleepy Creek.Named for Jake Sheets .who was with

James and "harles Rice on theirway to Snake River.And he got
sick.And Temes Rice,told him he was a Doctor,and would fix him u
up some medicine.So Tum mixed up 2 1little bit of every thing and
any thing he could get hold of and made 2 tea and they held Jake
and poured it down him(S=e Johnson and Lightening COreeks)Tt was
said to be a very rotten dose.As Jim had no knowledge of Medicine
wheatever He told Sheets the dose might make him a little Souamish
at the stomach.But not to throw it un,for if he did,he would have
to give him another dose immediately.But he vomited uv every th-
ing he had eaten for a week.And of course got better.And he said
no matter how sick he got again he would never say any thing about
when out with Rices.

MINAM RIVFR and MINAM,F-MI-HI-NT®-MAH

Fmpties into Wallowa River,Named originslly by the Tndisns for

the roots they gathered there(See Imnaha)This river has been known

as Minam,since early '80e.In renly to letter from William Hindman
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(See Cricket Flat)he said thise river hed teen called Minam, since

T84 whan he came to ”rickenglnt.”hat he knew of .But T have lea-
rned after a great deal of‘ihnuiry gf N1l4d Indiahs,that only the
very oldest Indians could give the true Indian name for this ri-
ver.Which is ,E*MI-HI-NF-KAHwith the emphasis on MI,The Hi And
rhe HI,is said with the same breath as the Mi.TheHJ] is hardly
noticable when they speak the name.Mesns the valley of roots,or
the valley where roots grow MAH meaning valley or canyon.They
said the roots grow under loose rock sand close to the surface.
The Indians wateh for the yellow flowers resembling a small Sun
flower that grow up beside the rock which have 2 hollow stem and
branches at the top from a fork.And they raise the rock and get
the roots which grow close to the surfece of the ground.And after
drying,they pulverize the roots in their Morters and nack away
for wint=ar use,(Information from Joe Albert Big Charley,Tom Regll

and other Indians.)

General 0,0,Howard camped three days on the Flat or Rottom in
the forks of this and Wallowa Rivers at the oresent site of Minam
in July,IR78 on his way out from Wallowa Valley.(Sse Smith Mount-

ain,Chesnimnus and Josevh Nreek.)

The present Townsite of Minam was 1aid out by

on the 0l1d Jackson Graham Homestead.Srsham first settled on Cri-

cket Fslt in early '70s,and later sold his place or improvements

to John BRloodsworth and moved down to the Minam River settling
in the forks of itand Wallowa River,where he built a house and
kent travelers.Also built a large log barn,hauling his hay from

Cricket Flat.He also had the Stage Station there and kent the
Stage Horses.In earlv.;§03,he built a8 bridge of poles across the

Wallowa River and charged Toll.(See Wallowa “anyon.)William Ar-

nold ,who married Grshame daughter Lucinda,drove Stage to Joseph

17201
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Rt the tins. (Bee Meacham)A,1,.Hanion ,bought the Townsite when

the R.R.,was built into Wallowe Valley in 1908 and sold it to S.0.&

q; z 0/

Goff ,who got the first P,0,there.And-G30ff g0ld to the ¥inam Tumber
Company ,who erscted a Saw Mill on the bank of the river at the
Uoper end of the Flat.After Local Option went into effect,there
was quite a 1little town at this vlsce,which included two stores,
two Saloons,etc.And the Ssloons did a good business from Wallows
County, just across the river.

MOUNTAIN Sentinel of LaGrande,Oregon,of Sat.July“th, 1872 says.
While camped with AC.Smith on their way to Wallowa Valleyat Smith
camp on minam,that he could shoot a grouses 2ye out with his Henry
Rifle,and had killed a Grizzly Bear one half mile Vorth of Minam
at first shot that weighed 900 pounds.And that he was the man of
the nountains and the Kit "arson of the Pacific Coast.

OREGONIAN of Thu.April IO$h,I873 ,From Mountain Sentinel, says.
A.C.Smith on his way from Wallowa Valley,killed a Grizly Rear with
two Cubs.Capturing the “ubs and keeping one and giving M.B.Rees
the other.A.0,.Smith died Aug.INth,T7907 at Entervorise,aged nearly

88 years.
MILLARD RANGER STATION,
Named for Frank Millard who herded sheep there for Roll =and
John We=zver who went broke .And George Hmsag had to take the she®
over.And as Millard did not get his wages from Weavers he looked
to Haas for his wages.But Haas refused to pay him.For the reason
as Haze said he was working for Weavers st the time not for him.
GULCH
MINERS RASIN OREEX,and SPRINGS.
Tmrties into Resr Oreek.The Suleh empties into Tone COresk, Vamed
for William Minor.Who came._to Wallows Valley in I879.His Mothrs
name was Martha L.(Cowles)¥inor.(Se= Mt.Fanny)He married the wi-

dow of Charles C.Beggs’See Smith Mountain)who was drowned while
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working on the Smith Pridge/ cross the Wallowa River.Minor rang
his stock at the springs aJ&?Gulch,having hi§ camp at the soring
His son Lewis Minor was a rrofessiemal Broncho rider and won tie
$300.00 prize saddle at the Pendleton Round Up,for the best rid-
ing that year.The creek is srelled Miners BRasin “reek,in the For-
est Atlas of I9I7.Rut should be Minor.As he had his camn there,
and prospected that district in '80s.

MILLER SPRINGS

Named for George R.Miller who had his camp at these springs in
'90s.where he ranged a band of his sheep.W.Richard Warnock was
hie herder.Miller roned a wild horse which he intended bresking
and while snubbing it to & post,got his hand and wrist tangled
in his turns and tore his hand nearly off.which became infected
and blood noisen set in,which nearly cost him his life.

MITCHELL SPRINGS and RANGER STATION,

Named for George Mitchell by “irecuit Judge J.W.Knowles.While
with him on 2 hunting trin.Mitchell being Rame Warden at the time
Mitchell was also interested with the ©,M.and M.Co.in a Saw Mill
there.later ,when this district was put into the Forest Reserve

Mitchell was a Baker by vnrofession,and later built and ornperated
a Bakery in Fnternrise.And at one time opverated the ¥lain Hotel
The nsme of which he changed to the Farmers Hotel.
MIDDLE POINT,

Situated between Wild Cat and Wallupa Oreeks.Named for its loc-
ation by the first settlers on it,who were Alex Storm,W.A.Lewis
who came in about I898 followed by A.%.MeGinnis,G.D.Dowd,Al Dani-
els ,F.M and ©.C.Roop and Paois Roop.Joe Perry,Verner Perry W.T.
Aliff ™. C.Miller and © ,Walker,The latter had the P.0.atMiddle Po¥

int ,which was established,May 4th,7905,which he namedUTOPIA they
also had a Church and the whole Dietrict was called UTIOPOIA thei’~

ni®achers were

~
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Rev.J.D.Gillilan and Rev.Henry Martin and F.3.Potter.The settlers i §:
built a Union Church.sbout I895 there.T.C.Miller cut the first road . o
doen this ridge and said there wae very little under brush then, i
as the Indians kept it burned off eseh year.T.C.Miller also owned

and opnerated the first Saw Mill on the Point,.

MIRROR LAKF,

Vamed for the beautiful reflection of trees and Mountains, seen

in it from the bLenchon North side of Fagle Cap Mountain.Septem-
ber I93I.This Lake was stocked with Shrimp from Utah by R.H.Bonney

of the "nion Hastchery 2nd Ceorge ¥.Rogers Wallowa County Game Waml
MINAV LAKE,

Named for its being situated on the head waters of the Minam Ri-
ver,.This lake has two outlets.One into the Minam River and one in

the Lostine River,In about I9I4 settlers of the Lostine District
out a dam in at the Minam outlet ,and diverted the water into the
Lostine River for irrigation purposes.This raised the lake so as

to submerge a small island in the lske.In Sevtember I9B],this lake
was stocked with Shrimp from Utah,by R,H.Bonney of the Union Hasts-

hery and Heorge M.,Rogers, Wallowa County Game Warden.This lske was
opened for winter fishing by an act of the Legislature in Feb,I933
MORGAN ORFEK and BUTTE,

Fmpties into the West prdng of the headwaters of Grouse “reek.Vamed
for Albert Morgan who ranged his sheep there.He settled near the

Butte ,about June INth, I1897.%oming from the Dalles ,where he was

born ,Augnst 5th,T873.He and Lewis Omeg,came to Wallowa County to-
gether and camned at Wallowa Lake a few d-ys.And John Martin who

ran a Ssloon at Josevh,took them out for a ride on the lake in his

92411 Boat.And when about one fourth mile from shore the wind ceased

to blow.And as Morgan said not a breadth of air stirring.And lookin
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towards their camn,saw some cattle going into it and as neigher of NG

them could swim,they had to sit in the bost 2nd watch the cattle "?“
- ...&l

destroy all they had.Morgan said when they did get to their camp
it sure was a bad mess.
His father Seth Morgan ,came to Oregon in I849, from Peors,Fulton
County Illinois.They were not bothered by Indians on the whole trb
scross the Plains.But all had fever ,from which his Mother died.
And his infant sister was killed accidently with a pniece of board
thrown by one of the children in the camp .And was buried four
miles South of lit.Hood.on the Rarlow roadby 2 boulder which wss
marked.Wikliam Donelly was herding sheen on the Butte,and a bunch
of 40 head of Bucks,belonging to William Mskin and Peter Besud-
doin that had strayed away from their herd.and came into Donellys
camp.And he killed all of them with his black Powder Rifle..The
owners came to his camp hunting them and asked him if he had seen
them.sand he said yes.But d4id not twll that he had killed them.Later
the carcasses were found 211 shot through the head.He told of it
several years after.and when asked why he did it as they were worth
$20.00 ver heazd.He answered by saying he knew his empnloyer didnt
want the Rucks in his band.
MORMON PRONG,#LAT and RANGER STATION,

Empties intd Cow Creek.The Flat lies between this prong and the
long promg of Cow COreek,.Nemed for W.H,¥Winters who ranged his stock
there.sand had a camn at the sorings(See Prairie "reek,Snske Ri-
ver,etc.Dads Sorings ar e situated on thie Flat,

‘MONROE RANGER STATION.
Named for Thomas Monroe.Whose true name was

MOONSHINE SPRING. -

Named for Al Lemmie & Moonshiner.who peddled his Liouor at the
Cow Nampe 2and camred there with a nack losd.He lived below mo-

uth of Grand Ronder River.

ity
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MOUNTAIN SHEEP CRFEK,
Emptiee into Snake River, Vamed for Charles Holmes and R.F,Stubbl-
efield.¥ho while looking for winter range saw 8 bunch of mountain
sheep on the ridge and killed one.This canyon is a natural Fortres
and well watered with springs.There is an o0ld Indian tradition
that in this canyon was a rendavouse for Indian horse thieves be-
fore White men came.There are several large Pits or holes in it
near the cliff walls.Where the Indians were suppnsed to have stayi
(See Rattle Oreek)On North side of the creek,near the head,is a
large Paint mine of different colors.
MOUNTAIN SHFEP RAPIDS,
Situated in Snake River.Wamed for the numerous ¥ountain Sheen(Rig Homn)
in vicinity of these rapids.When the Fureka Mines were being worked
(See Eureka)the United States Government aporoonriated some money
to blow out some of the worst boulders in these ranids,as the
Fureka mining company did.
In about I902 or 10973 ,Charles Wortman,John D.0O'neil snd Flzie O,
Makin, ‘See Makin Creek)and F.Finley the latter a brother-in-law
of Mekins,were in this distriet Makin having his sheev in there
in charge of Wortman and O'neil.The latter two killed many Mount~
2in Sheep while there and dried the meat.One they killed they sods
to Walt G.Beith for #3.00.they said after they had sold it tohim
they were pretty badly scared for awhile and kent away from him
for several days,fearing he was a Game Warden.As it was against tlke
law to kill Mountain Sheev any time ,with a heavy nenalty attsched
At the time the Fureka Mines were starting to oprerate Jim Scott end
Rogers Bro's/Ses Rogersburg)had several mirnine locatione near these
ranids.And were brinqing<§ fasolene Roat un Sneke River losded
with suprlies and Redding.Intending to work their claims.They were
I4 days coming from Lewiston to the rapids where they attached

long rores to the boat and had IZ men pulling it over the Ravids

4
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and the boat sank in the rapidsfand all they saved was their Beddi
MOCCASIN LARKR® Formerly MOSQUITO LAKE,

Named for its looking exactly 11&3 a Moccason from Worth side of

Fagle Cap Mountain.It was called Mosoueto Lake in early days for

the myriads of Mos uetoes there.Tt wag named by Harvey Harris Sta®

Forester,in I908 while on an inspection trip to this district with

C.L.Hartshorn who had sheep in there . Hartshorn being his guide
(See Hartshorn Butte.)

MOORE FLAT and SPRINGS/

Situated on the Rench between the firgt forks of Wenaha River and
and lays from the nointwhere the two canyons come together West

to Fairview OreekVamed for W.A.Moore, Who was the first to range

cattle there.

Mt.JOSEPH Formerly TUNNEL MOUNTAIN.

Situated on the West side of the head of Wallowa Lake.Named by
J.Neilson Barry,Oregon Historian.Who sugecested the name Wt.Josenh
while making a speech at the Wallowa County Pioneer meeting at
the head of Wallowa LakeJune I4th ,1924,(S=e ¥t's Ronneville and

Howard.)On the IO3I Forestry Maps,the name is given as Chief Jos-
eph Mountainand Point Joserh.This mountain wes named so in honor

of 014 "hief Josenh and his son Young "Thief Josenh.At the above

"ioneer meeting,Parry left £5.00 with the Secretary to be given

to any onewriting the best Poem on Wellowsa,

This mountain was caz2lled Tunnel Mountain in late '80s for a long
Tunnel put in from the North side to tam an Ore Vein.There is 2
Colony of Conies on Noth side of this Vountain(See Wallows Vountai

¥t .NEBA.LAKY and Ranger St=2tion.

The Lake is near the foot of the mountsin and is mostly a Swemp.
and wag named by T.Fred Mellain and Harvey Garris Forest Rangers

at suggestion of James Dale,

dxot
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JOgSISiee June ISth,IOII.DeleEwas herding sheep there in 1602 ?3
or 1803  for Aarnn Wade and 859 hie camp at the foot of the ride &0

or Mount2in by the Swamp Lake near_the head of the short cieék
he named Dead Man Oreek.(See another Dess Man “reek)Moges H,ResegoM
was Tamp Tender at the time th=y established this c2mp.¥%¥hich was ‘
the first sheep, camp ever established at this,nlace or near it. ‘
And Dale remarked to Beeson that from the top of this mountsin
was where Moses stooned and viewed the Promised Land.As nne can @ i
see a great distance around from ton of the mountain(See Yumbers
Thap.33 Verse 47, Deutoromony32-49-50,And "hap.34,-I and 5.Later
Dale bought the shesp from Wade and ran them for several y=2ars on
this r=nge ,during summer months.Nale died 2t the Tnternrise Hos-
rital March 25th,I930,%hile herding sheep here,he always kent =2
Pible with him which he read a great deal.And could ocuote many
passages by memory.Around Mt.Nebo is a Poison Weed District.The
weed is not classified.In I9I2 and ISI5,meny sheep were poisoned
there.from this weed.
MUIR CREFK,.
Fmpotiee into Snake River.Wamed for ¥uir who with another
Scotchman were nrosnecting there.(See Durham and Rattle 7reeks)It
was said,Muir wag an assumed name.And that he had a son who went
by the correct name ,who was a "onductorthat ran on the train at
one time into Joseph.Muir had lost one eye ard was interested at
one time with Polk Vays in some mining cl=2ims on the Grand Ronde
River.Retween the headwaters of this and “oug=r Creekis a Flat
called Dead “ans Flat for a leg bone found there of a man with
a boot on and a Spur with U.S.on it.Supnosed to have been that
of a Soldier. 4
MUD CRFEX and MUD FLAT,For:erly THOMSS MFADOWs and ROGNAS P, Offii
Empties into Grand Ronde River.The Flat is situated at the head

of Mud Oreek.Vamed for the Swempy Mud Springs and Flat, where it
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heads.The Swampoy Tlat was first c2lled Thomes Mezdows for a an

A zof

by name of Thomas who settled there in about 1887 Later selling
his Scuatters rightto feorge Umphreys After which it was c2lled
Umphreys Meadows.Thomas covered his cabin with split "arobo noles
Making grooves on the flat side the whole length of =2ach nole,2nd
laid in Tile fashion.The wild hay,grew waist high in these meadows
before it was plowed un. ‘
The first cabin built on this Flat wae built by Jack Oregg.sssisted
by Tdward Rehfrow L=zerous Wright and James ¥tford.in Tanuary, K If°4
(See Lost Prairie)Tames Woble,Joe Tent and Williams Akins,put up the
the first wild hay on the Flat in fall of IR83,Among the first
settlers on this creek,were George and John Beggs,Newton V., Dowrs
B.H.¥eGinnis and others.Later J.H.Horner took a Stockraising Ho-
at forks??
mesteadA=t this and Buck Creek,and built a ecabin right at the
lower point of Kuhn Ridgein I9I8.There was & large Beaver Dam
on thie creek,below the mouth of RBuck ereek under a2 high cliffﬁn
to about IS20 there was also a large Indian camp ground on the Fk
Flat telow forks of Wud and Ruck ereeks.The old Indian trailto
this camp came down from Powwatka Ridge to ¥ud creek, just above
the forks of it snd Buck COreek and to this camp ground ,where it
forked .One going down Mud to Grend Ronde River and the other go-
ing up the mountain to Fournier Springe on Day Ridge.(/See Day ri-
dge)This Indian trail was later called the Carventer Trail for
Alfred Carpenter who had a Homestead on Powwatka Ridge ,where the
trail started dowm.
George mphreys settled on the Tlat in IR88.He was a Theese maker
and bought the Cheese equipment of Ren Boswell(See Alder)about,
I904.And was the second msn to make Cheese in Wallowa Valley.He
sent four of his Chees:-;o the Lewis and Clark Fxposition at Port-
lend 2nd was awarded Gold Medals and $20.00 for each.in cash.

W.D.%Weaver Yomesteaded on the Flat and moved in with his famil
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in I8868.He drained nearly all of his vlace, by digging drains and

laying Poles 2nd logs in the ditch and covering un agéiﬁ.urs Wea-
ver had brought in her Flax Weeel from.Xentucky and made most of
the clothes for her family for seversl years.At the Pioneer Jubi-
lee at LaGrande,July I9-20-2Ist,I934 which wes a Celebration comm
emorating the entrance of the first R.R.Train into LaGrande, 50
years before Mrs . Weaver was as:ed to come and demonstrate the
use of her Flax Wheel.She was an expert and could spnin the finest
eaveniset thread with ease.The Flax Wheel had b=2en in her family
over I00 yesars.
A short time after Weavers settled there a Nez Perce Scuaw with
her small Papoose came to the cabin and wanted to stay with them
for orotection.till her man came back from a2 hunting trip.As a
drunken Rlackfoot Indian was after her.And while she wse there,
the Indian came.He was still drunk and wanted something to eat.
And Mrs.Weaver gave him some dinner and he went away.Rut in the
evening,came back and wanted suoper.And she gave it to him.Then B
he wanted the Souaw whose name was Mrs.Phoebe Lowry(See “hesnimnus
,2tc.and was going to take her.And V¥re.Weaver got the gun 2nd
told him to go.And he laughed at her,and said the gun wasnt loaded
So she sent one of the children for Mr.Weaver who was working in
the Swamp and he came in and told the Indian if he didnt go,he wo-
would split his head oren with the Ax.And the Indian left snd went
to the Wez Perce camn.As this Flat was one nf the main old Tndian
huntinge camns, And the Indians got him in hed.Rut along in the night,
he got up and scatter=d fire all over their beds.And they stavsd up
with him the balance of the night.And the next morning,they took
him to town and turned him over to Officers.The Stusw said the resm
reason they were so p;;ient with him,was the peace treaty or ag-
grementbetween the Nez Parces and Blackfoot many vears ago.¥Nrs.lLo-

wry was ocuite wsll educated and talked Fnglish cuite fluently
(See, Wallowa Lake
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Later settlers on the Flat,were 7.X and N.K.Bue,Tom Hovde, Ole Hagai >

Otto Olsen and Rognas Sever.There was a Post Office established s

there on the Flat,August 3rd,I1909%And discontinued ,November T5th,
I9I0The P.0.Was named Rognes.He was a Norweigian Luthern Minister
He died at Silverton,Oregon.He came from Moscow,Tdaho.N.XK,Rue was 4
Clerk at P.O.when Rognes was away.
The Harley Horner “abin,later known as Downs "abin,was where the men
who robbed the Stockgrowers and Farmers Rank at Wallowa Monday
Net.I6th,I1933 stayed overnight while trying to make their get-
away.(See Wallowa and Entervrise.)
MURRAY CORFEK and MUURRY SADDLF.
Empties into Hurricane freek.The Saddle lies 2t foot of Yorth s
side of Ruby Peak.(See Ruby Peak.)Named for Alexander Murray, who
Homesteaded on Alder Slope in August IB86.(See Dug Oreek)He came
from Canada here and was born in Relfast,IrelandJan.?2nd,IR39.
He had a stroke of Paralyveis and died,Teb.Ist,I9I2.He circulated
the first Loecsl Option in Wallowa “ounty,and got the recuisite
number of signers and filed the Petition He and J.J.Hill the R R,
Magnate ,were bovhood friends.And through his writing to Hill, cau-
sed the present R.R.Comn=any to investigate the route into Wallowa
County.In I895,his son W,A.Murray surveyed a ditch from near the
head of Silver Oreek)See Silver Nresek) for the rurnnse of conveyin
more water into Murrasy for irrigstion opurpnses.Tn I909 he organi 2w
a company of T3 farmers in his viecinity(Se= Tounty Records)This
Co.filed on IN0OY inches of water and surveyed the ditch‘with a I8
foot plank with legs on and a Spirit Level.This ditch was three fo-
fourths mile long and came through the saddle at foot of Ruby Pesk
called Murray Saddle.:he main 0ld Indisn trailcame through this

Saddle down onto Murray "reek and Alder Slove.
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MULEY CREEK; a;

Empties into Big Sheep Creek.Named for a Muley cow with no horns 35
found on the creek which belonged tq_David Warden’/See Warden Creek

and Preirie Oreek Muster Roll)

Mt.HOWARD, Formerly SIGNAL PEAK.

Situated on East side of the head of Wallowa Lake.¥amed by J.Neilso

Barry,Oregon Historian,whb suggested the name while me=king a speech

at the Wallowa “ounty Pioneer Veeting at the head of Wallowa Loke

June 24th,1924.(See ¥t's Joseoh and Ronneville.)On the I92IFore-
stry Maps,the name is given as Howard Peak.This mountain was nam

80 in honor of General 0.0.Howard(See Imnaha,Howard Springs,etec.)

LThig mountainwes=called Signal Peak7In I877 and IB7?8 for Indians
signelling from this peak 2nd vicinity.(See James Wilsons and R.M.
Downeys Letters.

Situated hetween Tast and West prong of Wallowa River above head
of Wallowa Lake.This mountain was christened Federation Mountain
for federation Guests of Joseph in T903.Rut didnt stick.
Named by J.Neilson Barry,Oregon Historian who suggested the name
Bonneville Mt.while making a sneech at the Wallowa Oounty Pioneer
meeting at the head of Wallowa Lake, June 24th 1924, (Sece Mt's Jos-
eph and Howard.)On the I93I Forestry Man,the name is given as Bon-
neville Mountain.This Mountain was named in honor of CaptainBRenj-
amin L.E.Bonneville.(See Tmnaha 2nd Ronnevillee Travele by Washi-
ngton Trvin)This mountain was originally c2lled Middle Mountain.
favtain Ronreville was said to he the first White man to drive a
Cart or wheeled implement, over the O;ezon Trail.And wes the firast
White man known to 2ver go down the Imnaha River.(See Imnahs)Ronn-
eville wasg born in France—in I795,and died at Fort Smith,Arkansas
June I2th, I878,

When Rarry suggested the name Bonneville for this mountain he con-

tended
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Bonneville came into the Wallowa “ountry at the hezad of Wallows Lake
and from there to Imnaha.But after investigcatine the route closer
he admitted his mistake.As it would have been almost impossible
to get across or over the Wallowa Mountains at that time of year.

which was the winter of 1834,

Farly in the morning of June 24th,1924,F.D.Mchlley,Sr.gave Max
wilson a Flag about 34 X 8 feet to plant on this mountainin plain
view of the country belowAnd Wilson climbed to the voint,carrying

a large Staff and nlanted it.Tt could be seen for miles around
Tt blew down,and Wilson went up again with wire and guyed the staf
80lid.And the Flag waved there till the wind whipred it into shreds
American
This was the third Flag known to be planted in the Wallowa Moun-
taiﬁs(See Tagle "apn,etc.)There are Tonnies on this mountain in
the slide rock.
Mt.HARRIS. (UNION COUNTY.)
Named for Joseph Harris ,who came to Grand Ronde Valley in early
'60s,and Homesteaded near this sm2ll Butte.When Harris first came
to the Grand Ronde Valley,he could go ont and kill a Deer any tie
time he wanted fresh meat.So early one morning he took his gun
down and told his wife he would go out and get a Venison.And had
gone only a short distance when he saw an animal in the dim dist-
ance and shot it.And found that he had killed one of his Steers.
He 2nd his wife were very hosvnitable people.She being & very jov-
ial woman,and was fond of Corn Rread.of which she was an adevnt at
meking.Harris Homesteaded there in I865.
Their son James,married Relle Webber(See Diamond Prsirie)whose
father William Webber was drowned in Wallowa River in June, I8"5,
John Huffmans Mother was a sister of Joseph Harris(Sse Rig Sheen
Oreek.)
Mt.EMILY, ("nion COUNTY)

Named for Emily Boswell,who was the daughter of Captain Renjamin

g &/
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Roswell(Not the Ben Boswell of Alder)who was Captzinjof the Corydon Ez
Iowa ,Tmigrant Train that crossed the Plains from Iowa in T862.(S&!.if
Iowa Camp.)Tmely Roswek] was & verw pooular young lady at the time
and was one of a nartythat climbed to the ton.Roswell had three child~
ren at the time.William later a farmer in Union ,County Oregon,
Cal.later a doctor who nracticed medicine at Colfax Washington
and Lizzie Tmily(See "nion and Wallowa County Hist.nage 670 ,in
which it says Mt.Fmily was named for the little daughter of an
Tmigrant family,that was buried at the forotof the 1little Mount-
ain.Dr.Boswek® or Cantz2in,moved from Grand Ronde Valley to near
Yoncollae,,Douglass “ounty,Oregon.Whare he bought some Mineral
Springs ,which were later called Boswell Springs
Mt.FAVNY, (UNION COUNTY) X
Naned for Fanny(Cowles)PalinéN;Awidow .Who later marriwd F.P,
MeNDaniels .She was a sist r of Goodwin Cowles(Sse ‘ove)whoe2
wife was Dorothy Dielmen,Sister of Mrs.3allie (Dighman)/raig
of Fnterprise,Oregon.¥rs."owles died in childbirth, 6 leaving an
infent boy they named Charlws Cowles,who when grown to manhood
married Anna Beecher,a daughter of H.W.Beecher of Alder.(See Alde¥
It was said a party of young people started to c¢limb to the top
of this Mountsin and Fanny,beat then to the top,in June, I883, (See
50 years in Oregon by T,.T.Geer)Mrs.Paline wss a widow.She had four
brothers andsome sisters.She was born in Vaghville Tennesee May 4t}
I842.And while a child, her parents moved to Galloway,County, Missour

In the spring of I862,desiring to escape the horrors of the Vivil
War, in company with her Unkle,S.D.Cowles.and her brnther.¥Mrs Paline
started for Oregon wiyh a splendid outfit.When nearing the Rocky
Mountains, her brother_:gs stricken with Mountein Fever and died

at Bear River.Also the Tndisns stole their 1ot of 17 horses and
destroyesd practically all the other orOperty they had.They were &

able to buy a few yoke of Oxen and with their derleted belongings




Lhey proceeded on their way.The Cowles varty arri%ed at Aubgfi?‘
Baker County,Oregon,in the ee;ly falldf I862.Where they stopped
for two months but nrovisions were a0 high,So in January they st
started for California.On arriving at what is now LaGrande with
rheir Ox teams,they decided to investigate the little stretch of
country known as the Cove before going farther ,and there,6thay bu-
ilt a log 7abin and in the svring,Mrs.Paline filed a Homestesd on
a cuater section of School Land.And she and her Unkle became the
first settlers of that immediate neifhborhood.

It wes in this log cabin she was married to F.P.McDaniel July 4th
I8685.The ceremony being nerformed by County Judge Argensinger.
E.P.McDaniel was born in Bemton County,Missouri,/May 2nd,I829.His
varents moved to Kansas in IB54.And in the soring of ISAI at

the sge of 22 he hired out to an Tmmigrant and drove a team of
four mules across the Plains.Reaching Portland in Sentember, ISAI
Where he worked in Carsons and Porters Sash and door factory
for three months.Later working on & farm in Tualitan Valley for
$20.00 per month.In I862 he rented a farm on the Rickeral in Polk
County.His net rrofits at the end of the year was 50 bushels of
Wheat.From here he went to Fastern Oregon and took charge of the
"Slough House" a few miles Wotth of Baker,Oregon and cleared
IN0D0.00 dollars that yesar.Later he worked in 2 store in the
embryo town of Union.And in the spring of 1864 he bought a

small pack outfit 2nd transported flour from Walls Walla to
Fastern Oregon Mines.Following that business that year, incident-
ally,in nassing the Cove or "Hendershots Point"he formed the ac-

couaintance of Mrs.Paline.A young widow who had already located

a Homestead in that secE:pn.The next year after,they were married
,They built a Box House eight feet to the eaves and I2X24, feet long

which they said was an architectural extravengence for those days

Gcof
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The above was taken partly from the Daily Pavers on their 50th,

weeding aniversary(See 50 years in Orag-on by T.T.G2er page 289

50/

in regards to Hendershots Point.fQ:Cowlee wa born March Ststf1848
Died,January 4th,6I938,
Mt .WILSOHN |

Named for Wilson This is just a natursl Mound that runs up
to a neak.The Oregon and Washington linegnes nearly over the tovr

where there is a State Line Monument.(Sse Mottonwood Orsek)
MONDAY RASIN. Should be MONDY Basin and CTIEX.

Emoties in to Aouth Fork of Imanahs River,Named for Fagle WMoody
snd family from Tagle Family,who ranged their sheevp there,(On the
1932 Forestry Map it shows as Vonday Pasin.)
MILLER BUTTE.
Named for Grady Miller Wallowas County Forest Ranger.Miller used
a tree on this Rutte for a Fire Lookout,which he climed to the tor
to see if he could detedt any Torest fires in the distance.
MILK SHAKFS.

Situsted in the extreme northwest corner of Wallowa County.Nearly

on the line between Washington and Oregon.Named by
MQONSHINE DITCH.
Heads from Hurricane Creek to convey 2000 inches of waterfrom
Hurricane Oreek.The capital stock was $3000.00 divided in 300 ghare
of #100.00 each ,Incorperators were George L.Cole William Wewby,
and A.F.Cole.Dated 23th,day of NovemberI9NI(See records of Corpo-
ration Rook O,page I37,0ounty Court Records.)Vamed so fordigggicoh~
rany being tipped off that the Alder Diteh Company were going to
post their ditch,and they rushed to.their Attorney and he advised
them that the first who rosted their notices,would have prior right
to the water.So the Moonshine Ditch Company Officialsslipved uvp

and posted their notices in the night by Moonshine or light.And

the Alder Diteh Company,took it to Court.But the decision was in
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favor of the Moonshine Ditch Comnany.Though the Alder Ditch Compan

nad began work on their ditch first.This Moonshine Ditch was teken \23

outto irricate farm lands helow foot_gf Wallrwa Lake Fast of Hurries .

cane Craek.The Alder Diteh Company contended they had their notices

up first.And that the Moonshine Ditch Company Officials tore the no-
tices down and destroyed them.
MYRTLE SPRING.

Vamed for Myrtle Thomas a School teacher who was teaching at theT.H.
Hinton School House.¥right Kirkland and Vee Tirpett were putting in
a water through there,and being acousinted with the teacher sugg-
ested the neme.(S2e Hinton Spring)

MASONHEI(VEASEY LODGE NO,82)

At ameeting of Veasey Lodge #82,A.F.amd A.M. the
W.M.aprointed a Committee of two, namely, George P.Cheney and J.H.
Hornerto write up a complate history of the Masonic Lodges in Wal-
lowa County from the beginning .and Cheney told Horner if he would
write it up,hewould publish it.Which is as follows,as taken from
the Minutes ~f the Lodge.
In the summer of 1883 A1 ©.¥ing nurched the stock of goords from
William MeCormack and William MeNonnell and began the erection of
business '
the first FramepRuilding in Alder.After the store was started,the
Free Masons in and around Alder,met with Mr.King in the small Log
building first used for a store by McfOormack and ¥eConnell and
made arrangements with him,to build an upper story to be used
exclugively 2s a Masonic Hall.King was to bear all expense of the
Lower story and the Masons wonld bare all exnense of the unver
story.The building was conetructed on what wae later,Lot #I Block
8,in the Village of Aldédr.
The Masons then called a meeting of all Masons in the Distriet and
appointed Thomas H Veasey,chairman of the building Committee and

Veasey,D.B.Reavis,and J.A.Hunter were apoointed a Committee on fin-
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ance.Ben Roswell and Henry Miller,were appointed a Oommitteeon
furnishing the hall.and overseers in the construction,And Veasey

™~
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was to furnish Aprons. "

The first Masonic meeting ever held in Wallowa alley by White

man in the r own Hall was held under dispensationabout 7 P.M.0Nct.
6th,Friday,1883.(A Masonic meeting was held in Joseph the seme ev-
ening ,but not in their own Hall)At this meeting,the following
Officers were elected.John Cooner Standley,W.M,Thomas H,VeageyS W.
Ren Roswell J.W.The W,.M.then avpoint>d,J.A.Hunter,KSecretary D.RB,
Reavis, Sr.Treasurer Henry Miller,S.D.John MeCubbin,J.D.Frenk Yocum,

Tyler,J .B.Nobles,acting Tyler nro tem.

Ben Boswell made the Alter Pedestals and two Staffs.In fact all tie
furniture used in the Hall and painted them Rlue.Part wes later
painted a very dark Roman blue.
The first aprlications for membership,was from Jacob Sturgill and
Henry Cerber,January I2th,I884,At this meeting a committee was ann-
ointed to confer with the Joseph Lodge resvecting boundaries of jur-
isdiction of the two Lodges.
The date of the Charter granted this Lodge was June IIth,6T884.And
it was solemnly consecrated as Wallowa Lodge #82 A.F.and A,M.A sv-
ecial communication August T8th,T7884 by O,F,Rell,Denutvy Grand Mas-
ter of “regon.The Officers were then installedby Denuty Rell.
At a meeting at Alder November 26th,I887 the purchase of the lower
etory and removal of the building to Enterorise was discussed
and Ben Boswell,T.H.Veasey and J.A.Hunter were anvointed & com-
mittee to get estimates etc.J.S.Wagner was asked to make an es-
timate of the cost.And he renorted that it would not vay to move
the building to Enterpg}se. :
At a meeting December 24th,I887,the committee reported that they
had purchased the lower story for $10.00.At this time it wes voted

to move the Lodge to Fnterorise.And the next Stated Comminnication
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to be held there.At thismeeting the following Officers were elec-
tedThomas H,Veasey W.M.Ben Roswell, S.W,Henry Miller J.W.D. R, Reavis
*reasurer.J.A.Hun+er,genretary.S.D.Mnore;*yler.L.OIeen,S.D.G.B.J&-
cob,J.D.
Between December 24th,I887 and January 28th,I888 the Parsphernalia
and furniture of Alder Lodge was moved to the attic of Upper half-
story of the Charles Newell school building at Enterprise,The Hall
over the Wallowa National Rank,was then secured 2t $3.00 per month
for the yesr 18S9,
At a meetingDecember 268th,I89I it was voted to rent the Tvanhoe
end Sheahan Hall nver their Law Office for #38.00per year.As the
Bank Hall was too public.It was being used for Court purposes,dance
Hall,Church services and Shows.And the Lodge varaphernalia had to
be stored in an Anteroom and brought out =2nd put in place each time
Lodge was held
Ben Roswell M.W.Goodman,erd D.F.Reavis.were appointed to put the
Ivanhoe and Sheahan Hall in shape.The Masonic Lodge rented the Hsl
on and off nights to the G.A.R.at #5.00 per month and the Maccabees
at *10.00 ver month/When the Masons rented thie Hall,there was a
poor weter system in Enterprise.And about 4 o'clock,New Years mor-
ning I894 ,the Hall got afire.And did some‘damage,before it wes ext-
tinguished
The Alder Masonic building was sold to W.G.MeGarry for $£25.00.Later
he sold it to Charles Thornburg.And September 24th,1931 it burned
down.But June 27th,T93ID.RB.Reavis Jr.and J,H.Horner drove out to
Thornburgs place and secured a piece of 2X8 which had teen in the
floorof the 014 Alder Hall for a relie for the Lodge st Fnterprise
J.8.Wagner furnished a frame,and A.M.Wagner(The latter not a Mason)
fit the wood in the Frame.And on it was printed the names of the

first Officers of theLodge at AlderThe lumber of the old Lodge Hall

beal
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was sawed at the Hurricane Creek Sew ¥ill.Which was the ffg:z B :EL
Saw ¥ill in Wallowa Valley.After the Hall changed Hdmds seversl (&>
times,it was sold in I9I3 to Charles Thornburg for #75.00 he wrecke

it and hauled the lumber to his farm near Enterprise and built a

Cow Rarn of it.°

At 2 meeting Mareh ITth,a petition was read asking for recomendati-
ion to the Grand Lodgefor a subordinate Lodge at Wallowa town.This

was grented at the next meeting.And John ©,Stendley,W.A.Storie,
- Frank Moore Henry Gerber,C.O.Bishon,J.W.Boling,and John MeDonald
Jr.all Masons,were demitted May 27th,to become Charter membere

of the new Lodge.#IIS.And-they dedicated their new Hall, lOct.23rd,

I9I1 which was willed to the Lodge by John C,Standley who was el-

ected the first W.M, ;
The E.R.Bowlby Hall was lessed Dec.9th,7889 for #150.00 per year

And Bowlbey was paid $20.00 for making and placing an Fmblem stone
on the South side of theg::;i.New furniture was ordered for this
Hall ,and in April 7905,Lostine Masonic Hall was burned and the En-
terprise Lodge loaned them the old Alder furniture part of which
they are still using.And H,H.Raker Tnterorise Photographer and
Artist ,was employed by the Lodge to vaint life sized pictures of
the principal Characters and Fmblems on the walls of the Lodge Hall
Oct.I3th,errangements were made forjElectric Lights in this Hall
and on March 23rd,I90I the lights were in use.The wiring cost #25.20
eand the cherge was 45¢ for each night.Up to this time,large Kero-
gene Lamns were used and “andles for the Altar.A Telenhone was
installed in T9I0 at a cost of $4.50.April 2Ath,I9IZ 2 contract w
was signed for the renting of the Wallowa Nat.Bank Hall.S8ep.25th,
1915,D.W.S8heahan presented the Lodge with & Red Wood Gavel,Feb.T9th

1918,7.8.Wagner was ordered to secure a Service Glag for the Lodge.

Feb.28th,1925,the new BRy-laws were read on change of Wallowa Lodge
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dB,A.F.and A.M.to Veasey Lodge 82,A.F and A.M,(Vamed so for Thomas H.

jﬁ’?(yf

Veasey) Those vresent were,C H, Baker W,.M Hardy, Taylor,S.W.Carl Miller
J.W.Harry Lindley,S.D.J.S.WagnerJ.De.(Acting)Frank Mondy,Tyler,
Leo Forsythe,J.S.(Acting)J.H.Horner, S,8.0rvil Millard,KSec.Others
there,were George E.Richards,of Joseph Lodge #8I Bert Rice Lee
Horner, Aaron Olmstead,After considerable discussion, it wae out to
a vote.And a!gr:n favor of the change, except Harry Lindley.His
reason was that it had been called Walloa Lodge so meany years He
thought it was good enough to leave it that way.The reason for
the change was that there had always been considersble confusion
,between the town of Wallowa and Wallowa Lodge of Tnterprise.The
new name was first used by the Secretary at a meetingMeay 23%rd IS25
At a meeting June 23rd,fI926 ,a Committee was apnointed to investigate
the buying of the J.Brooks Building,for a permanent Lodge Home for
$6.000.And at a special meeting, Aug.23rd,1928,it was voted to buy
it.at that price.The buildiﬁg was situated on the South 54 feet of
Lots #3 and #4,Block #4,6Stubblefields Addition.The building was
54X70 feet.Built of native stone , two stories high and full PRase-
ment..The land was 54XI20 feet.All present were unaminous in favor
of buying it.which were Orvil Millard W.M.J.S.Wagner,S.W.(Acting)D,
B.Reavgé:iActing) J.G.Gunmerman ,8.D.J.A . Burleigh,J.D,(Acting),
Walter Spear,T.F.Snyder Dr. ¥.R,Whitekre E.L.Chaplin,J.H.Horner It
was voted on and distinctly understood,that it wes to go into the
Minutes of the mseting,that any improvements on the building was
to be by consent of the Trutees only.And not by the vote of the
Lodge.The Trustees were,J.S.Wagner,J.A.Burleigh and J.H.Horner.And
at a meeting Dec.24th,I930,A special dispensation was cranted to
move into the newly espuired building.
About I89N J,S8,%Wagner made two octogan shaned handles for the Staff

of the Lodge.He also repaired the Chart Stand,which had been broken

while moving from Alderand made the Tylers Desk and presented it
to the Lodge.




Lbout I896,J.8.Wagner was passing Henry Millers homw on.qiigfii
Street and stopped to takk with him.Miller had been sorouting
and trimming a Willow Rush in his ya®sd sand throwing the sprouts
over the fence.near the path.Wagner picked up one of the svorouts
and begen whittling on it ,and said.Miller T am going to »lant
this switch by my house,and see if it will grow.Breaking it in
two pieces he stuck one in the ground on each side of his house
They both grew to be very large Willow trees.And in sbout I928 he
cut one of these trees ,seasoned ‘t,and made two Gavele,which he
presented to the Lodge.
ROYAL ARCH MASONS,
The first,a srecial meeting under dispwnsion of Royal Arch Masocons
#30,was held at Enterorise ,July IIth,I903.The first Officers were
E.W.Davis ,M.8,G.B.P.and Pro tem Officers W,R.Holmes M.E.G.king.Chas
A.Ault M.F,G.seribe.F.W.Davis,© of H.George Gignac ,P,.8,%Fd Kiddle
A Holmeg,
R.A.C.E. M¥bkas-}M %rd V.Tohn MecDonald ,Jr.M .2md V.F,A.Ridwell M
Ist V.George Holmes, Treas.R.H.Rrown,Sec.J.B.Olmstead,Sentinel.The
grand Chapter R,A.M.of Oregon ,opened in form and dispensation was
granted and comnanions were installed as follows.W.R Holmes,®,H.P.
J.D.MeCully, king L.J.Rouse, scribe ,J.B,0lmstead ,® of H.Chas.A Ault,
P.8.E.A.Holmes R, A.C.W,T.Bell M,.Ist V.John MecDonald,,Jr.M 2nd V.
J.S.Wagner M 3rd,V.T.F.Rich,Treas.D.W.Sheahan,acting Sec.H.H.McNeil
Sentinel.The first petitions for admission into this Lodge,were
George 8.0raig,A.Wurzweiler Chas.G.Holmes and J.S.Horner.
This Lodge of R.A.Masons were solamnly consecrated Chapter #720.
R.A.M, August IBth,I904,by M.T.3c¢t.G.H.P.Fd Kiddle.
JOSEPH MAS“NTéiLODGE
The Minute books of_the first Masonic Lodge held in Joseph,shows
that a meeting was held Saturday evening,October,8th,7883.under
Dispensation.J.W.McCully read the dispensation grantedby V.W.Grand-
master W,T.Wright by which J.W.McCully was aprointed W.,M,T.J.Dean,
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StD.J.S.Ellia,J.W.R.H.Roberts,Treas.J.D.McCullv;Sec.J.M.Sutherland
S.D.J.A.Wright ,J.D.G.B,Teel, Tyler.
First petition for membership,were fqgm FPdwin L.Harris,John(Jack)
Johnson,and A.W.Gowan.Johnson took the E,A,Degree Nov.3rd,K 1883,
At a meeting Aug.T9th,6I884 special Deputy O.F.Beli,solemnly con-
gecrated Joseph Lodge #8I,A.F and A.M.and instslled the following
Officers .J.W.McCully W.M.T.J.Dean,S.W.Jeff S.Fllis,J.W.R.H.Robert
Treas.A.W.Gowam(acting)Sec.F,.L Harris, 8.D.J. A Wright J.D.F W .Wiles
Tyler.5eorge H.Ferguson,D.S.and Waldo Chase ,J.S.
F.D.McCully told the writer that the Upver story of the store, was
completed July Ist,1882.The Hall was 24X30 feet.and was built in
the southeast corner of Block 3,McCulleys addition.This Block wase
not subdivided into Lots.and the Hall was built before the Rlock
was surveyed.When surveyed,the building was a 1little out of line
with the surveyed Block.When the Hall was completed ,it belonged
to F.D.¥cOCully.and his Dartner.And}TOm Fine rented it for a Hotel
and vartitioned off the rooms with “alico c¢loth.This was the second
Hotel in Joseph.When the Lodge was organized,the Hall was rented
from the MeCullys,and W,J,Phelps made most of the furniture which
was used unpainted.They had no Carpet,and scattered Saw dust over
the floor.And when Phelps was initisted he had lots of trouble
keeping the saw dust out of his Slippers and from between his
toes.,and his conductors had to stop at times to let him emptie
the saw dust from his slipvers.They used the earliest form with

Candidates in all three Degrees.

In prevaring the history of Masonry in Wallowa County,the writer
wrote to J.D.MeCully,now in Salem,Oregon and received the follow-
ing revly from him.In regard to the organization nf the first Mas-
onic Lodges nf the Wallowa Valley.

Regarding the organization of the Masonic Lodges of Alder and Jos-
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will say that the idea of a Lodge at Joseph,took form when the

MeCully Store building was erected in T882.% number of Masons

in the Joseph section  ,urged F.D:¥cCully an& myself to add a
second storyto the building in order +t might bte used as a Masonic
Hall.the idea was vopular and the urge so great,that we consented
to make the addition.My Unkle Dr.J,W.McCully and Dr.T.J.Desn, were
the outstanding Masons to help the cause along,though at that time
Masons in all parts of the valley gave the movement hearty encou-
ragenment

However the 1ittle feeling of rivalry which had developed between
the ambitious towvne cf Alder and Joserlentered into the Masonic pi.ek

cture.And M=sons in the Alder Territory decided they also wanted
a Lodge.Which caused several who had encouraged the erection of the

Lodge room at Joseph,to withdraw their supvort and unite with
those nromoting the Alder Lodge.The latter place being more central

for the entire valley,gave it a stromger following than the Joserh
location.However by that time our building was about completed.and
we felt there was nothing left to do but go ahead with the nlanse.as
originally outlined.I will say this,that at no time was there a
conference between the members of the proposed Lodgee,looking to-

wards a comonromise and settling on a single location.Fach went

about the matter endeavoring to strengthing its vosition and det-

ermined to win. rpe law recuired that before a Lodge could be give
authority to work under a disvensation,it must have the reccomen-
dation of the nearest Lodge,which was Hiram#67.at Summerville.The
petitions for reccomendation were nresented at Summerville 2t the
same time but as several of the petitioners of the Alder Lodge were
members of the Summ%;ville Lodge,it gave them a great advantage
and they won out,and Joseph was refused.
Then our only resource was an anneal to the Grand Lodge.And we msé

such a strong showing that in the spirit of harmony that body dec-
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cided it advieable that both petitions be recognized and adcordin-.
glythe Summerville Lodge wss instructed to reccomend Joseoh.
Shortly thereafter the best of feeling was restored and harmony,
has even prevailed.I always held in the highest esteem the real
founders of the Alder Lodge,Thomas H.Veasey and D.B,Reavis, who were
brethern
fine men and bewobhe®sThey were soon followed by Willisam R,Holmes
who was as good a Citizen as the Tounty has developed.
At the time of the organization of the two Lodges there was a lot
of ¢ood material in the valley,and each Lodge nrosrered.T feel sure
that in giving a history of #82,you can dwell on the fact that it
has taken into its membership a fine 1ot of men with a brotherly
spirit not excelled anywhere.It has always been a real nleasure to
me to join with your members on many occasions both at Enteroprise
and Joseph.
For the Joseph Lodge,the first W.M.was J.W.McCully.S.W.was T.J.Dean
and J.8.FEllis,was J.W.H.H.Roberts,Treasurer and myself wss Secre -
tary.Our furniture was home as wellas hand made.by a carrenter,
W.J.Phelps.And the cost was apnlied on the fees for joining.Thé
meetings were alwaye attended with eagerness and interest.¥or it
was about our only social event.I left Joseph sbout a yesr after-
wapds the organization of the Lodge ,for a period of five vears
8o I missed a 1ot of the early enjoyment Tn closing,i will savy
that in all of my experience of Masonic Membershir of nearly 54
years,] have not meta more enthusiastic man with the spirit of
brotherly love than was exhibited by whole-hearted Masonry than

in the rerson of the late J.B.Olmstead
J.W.McCully.

ORDER EASTERN STAR,ENTFRPRISE.

“
March 22nd, IR97 Petitioners met with John Vert Orsnd Patron of
Oregon,for the purpose of organizing Wallowa Valley Chavnter#50

Order of The Rastern Star.The names on the petition for the “hantter
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L.J.Rouse John ®alvin, George Hendrickson,J.C.%onley,B,T,.Wors- _
tell ,W.J .Funk A.C.Smith,Charles E.Funk,Ben Roswell ,E.W7St=el,J.F. ;';;i
Bater ,E.J.Forsythe, Ellen Boswell,ZilphruFunk,L.Auetin,J.S.Horner,
Sadie Wagner Mrs.D.Brusha,and Mrs.Nora French.The latter five were
not nresent.Officers were énnointed as follows.
Rae E,.BRater,W.M,Frank A.Reavis W.P.Mary %,Steel A.M,Tda M,Funk,Sec.
Amy E,Forsythe  Treas.Mattie A.Holmes,Conductress, Grace V.Conley
A.C.Anna Smith,Ada,Lillie Roswell,Ruth,Sarah Calvin,Flecta Tthel
Funk ,Martha Minnie A.Reavis,Fsther,Serah E,Worstell,f Warder W.R.
Holmes,Sentonel.
The Chapter met March 27th,and by-laws were accepted.Mattie Holmes
Minnie Reavis and Grace Conley,were avpointed to select Pegalia.
November I7th,I900,a petition was presented asking for a wavor of
Jurisdietion for the organization of a Chanter at Joseoh.
December Ist,I900,Wallowa asked for a waver to orzanize a Chapter
at Wallows,
Evening of March T3th, 1935, Hiram Lodge #87,0f Summerville , Oregon,
presented the Traveling Trowel to Veasey Lodge #82 and April 4th,
1925,Ve=2sey Lodge #82,presented the Traveling Trowel to Blue Moun-
tain,#I70,at North Powder K Oregon.The Committee appointed on formy
etc.for a nage in the Traveling Trowel Rook.were Ralph Kay,J.R.Wagrey”
and J.H.Horner.And Wagner did the orirnting and drawing in the Rook.
The Trowel was nresented by “rand Master George Cochran »f lLafeande
About 8-20 Maw IIth,6I938 ,Veasey Lodge #82,A.F and A.M.Trvin French
W.M.Marched to the High School in body,wearing Avrons ,with the Cons-
titution of the United States,where the teachers of the school had
arranged a Programme by the students.The meeting was opened by Praver
by Rev.Lloyd W.Halversow,Pastor of the Presverterian "hurch.Which
was followed by a song"The Star Spangled BRanner"by chorus of boye
Students.Next was an adress by J.A.Burleigh.After whieh Dr.0.T.
Hockett
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presented the Constitution to the Enterprise High School,and gave &
a very imoressive talk on it.This was followed by the sorig,"Americ g
the Reautiful"accompained by the schooL_fand.This was followed by a 4
reading by George E,Richards on the Constitution and its Defense.This
was followed by singing one verse of "America" 211 standing and
joining in the singing.Then this was followed by all standing, while
Rev.Halverson thanked the Masonic Lodge and gave the Benediction.
About II o'clock A.M.April 30th,IS33,Veasey Lodge #82 A.F and A.M.
went to the M.E.Church in Enterprise in body,Nerl E.Burres Pastor
to commemorate the I50th,anniversary of the inaugeration of Geore
Washington.Tn Folders gotten out by the Church and presented to
8ll present ,was the following.
¥e extend to the Masonic Lodge a most cordiel welcome to our Ch-
urch service this morning This service is to commemorate the I§ﬂth
Annivereary of the insugeration of George Washington as the first
President of thes Unit=d Statwes. eorge Washington was Grand Master
of the first Masonic Lodge and 2 member,and a regular attendent
of the Epascopal Church.
February 20th,I94I,John McDonald of Standley Lodge at Wallowa
was presented with a 50 yesar Jewel by District Devuty Grand Master
Rarnard of Tnion,Oregon.MeDonald was the first man nresented with
a Jewel ,who was made a Mason in Wallowa “ounty which was Teb.T4th,
I891I.
Frank A.Reavis was presented with a 50 year Jewel
by Veasey Lodge #82 But was made a Mason in
n May,I1948,J.H.Dobbin wae nresented with a 57 year Jewel,K by Toseoh
Lodge #81,0f which he was a member
%¥¥(égg1eston was pregented with a 50 year Jewel June 19561
Aurora of Friflay Feb.8th,I895,says.

Members of the A,F.and A.M.ere fitting up the upper story of the

Tvanhoe building for a Lodge Hall
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At & meeting held by Enterprise Chapter ,R.A.M.#30,at 8 P.¥.Sept-

ember Ifth,I94I Grand High Priest ,present,R.A.M #30 was suspended -

indefinately for reason Lodge had'nt met for six months,This was at
recuest of the Lodge.And the Grand High Priest,$nck the Tharter.
September Tst,I1928,Veasey Lodge #32 A.F.and A.M.purchesed the buil-
ding from Jay H,Brooksfor #3000.n0,#1800.00 cash down and Mortgage
for $4400.00at 2% interest on balance.In December IS93€ a new contr-
act was entered into withngH.Brooks ,a8 Lodge had been uneble to ra
pay on btuilding uo to this time,The Trustees in 1937 were J.G.Gumm-
erman,C.T.Hockett and A.W.Fgglestson.¥r.Jay H.Brooks in the new Cond
tract,dropped all back interest and $I1000.00 on the pnrincipal.And
the Lodge was to vay #300.00 per year.First money wzs to be annlie
in interest and balance on principal.On Feb.Ist,T7945,The then Trus-
tees ,M.J.Rutherford,R,.V.Chrieman and F.R.Whitaker made arrangements
with Milton Jay Brooks,son of Jay H,Brooks, then descessed,for final
payment on building.The Abstract & was examined by J.A.Rurleigh
At the time the building was purchased and R.V.Chrisman examines
the papers on final settlement of the Mortgage.free of charge.Final
payment on the Mortgage ,was worked out by M.J.Rutherford,as foll-
ows.The Lodge paid from Lodge funds,SSIS.Od.Trustees funds $98,48
and $525.00 was raised by the following members naying 8725.00 each
for dues in advance.Garnet Best R,V,.Chrisman,F.R.Whitakre Harley
Murrey, Ass P,.Craig M.®,Jorden,Byram Mayfield,J.R.Wagnergl E.Snyder,
H.A.Mutch M.J.Rutherford,C.N.Miller, C,.L.Booth,C ,H.Reavis, The Mortg-
age was paid off April 4th,I945.And the Mortgage and eatiefactiop
of Mortgage,was presented to the Lodge,Aoril IIth,I945.And 2 resolw
ution placed bvefore the Lodge,to lower dués effective Jan.Ist 1948,
to #5.00 per year.The building was leased to Donel Courtney,on
June 3rd, 1947 for $35.00-;er month ,snd the lease was renewed, Feb.Ist,

I944 ., for I0 years.The Lodge retained the Lodge Hall and Basement uné
the Hall.
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‘And Donel Courtney furnished heat and keeps all Apartments and other 3
parte of the building in repair,excbusive of Lodge Hall and Rasement q:;
under the Hall.On April IIth,I945,Motion was gade that the Wallowa Talle
Chapter#50,0.E.S.be relieved of rent to Vessey Lodge.It had been vaying |
$40.00 per year rent.In November I939,the O.FE,8 rzised dues from
$2.00 to $2.50 ner year.Mr.Jay H.Brooks was a8t one time resident o
of LaGrande,Oregon,and later moved to San Francisco,”alifornia where
he passed away,about I943.His son Milton Rrooks,lived at Clearlake
Park,California
At a8 meeting,Dec.22nd, 1947 ,0f Veasey Lodge #82 A,F and A.M,The
Lodge amended theit By-laws,so as to have one stated "ommunication
the second Wednesday of each month at 8 P,M.instead of the second
and fourth Wednesday of each month. Glenn Jacob,Secretary.
LODGE HOYORS TNIQUE MEMBERS.
On Thursday eveningMarch 7+th,I9468 the ¥arvin Twins ,Bdwin and Wdgar
were guests of honor at Standley Lodge #II3%,A.F and A.M.2t Wallowa
At this time ,Deputy Grand Msster ,August J.Stange of district I8
presented the Marvin Brothers with 50 year Jewels of Masonic service
In addition to Standley Lodge,Representatives from Lostine#I123 Veomy
Veasey Lodge #32,Joseph Lodge #81,and LaGrande Lodge #4I ,were n»nre-
gent.As well as the Past OGrand Master,fGeorge Cochran,of LaGrande
And Ragzsgggnd Master of district #I8,Alex McKenzie of Summet-
ville.It is believed that those present were voriviledged to »ay
homage to two men,uniCue in the history of Masonry.Not only that
Tdwin and Rdgsr Marvin,proven themselves,Gnod and feithful servante
worthy of wearing the purnle of the fraternity,but their personal
Mssonic History is most likelywithout naralell,
They were born on Feb.IOth,I870,in Leon,Decator County,Towa.And
in April 1895,th;;'petitioned Hiram Lodge #67,at Summerville, Oreg
for the degrees of Masonry.On May IIth,6I895,they walked IO miles

to the Summerville Lodge,where the ®,A,was conferred on them.On




June 8th,I895,they again walkwd IO miles to the Lodge ahd werefsg,
passed to the F.0,Degrée.On July I%th,I895 the twin brothers were T
raisedas M,M .In I889 Edwin and Wdgar-wmoved to Wallowa Oregon,And in
1900,they transferred their membership to Standley Lodge#I1Z%.where
it remeins.After taking the Scottish Rite Degrees together, the bro-
thers were again together when in January 1919 they joined the Shrie

as members of the victory class.On March 7th,I948 they received their

50 year Jewels.Turther indications of Masonic unity, is indicated
by the faet that they Patitioned the 0.%.S at Summerville together
eand were initiated together.They were Charter members of Jessica

Chapter,0.E.S #88,when it was organized at Wallowa,KOregon.Fdwin
Marvin was priviledged to celebrate his Golden Wedding anniversary
on Feb.I2th,6I946.And the Marvin twine have alwavs lived within 23
miles »f oneanother . Hiram Lodge #87 was named for Hiram Oliver

Father-in-law of Rdgar Marvin.The membars of this Lodge knew that

it had been a custom for centurys,not to name any thing for a

living person.But knowing that the original Hiram wae desd,they
gsaidwe will name it Hiram Lodge.As you are his namesake and its

first Master.

The Seottish Rite News RBulletin, of Washington D.C,of May 6th, I94F
Says.Twin Brothers receive all Masonic degrees togetherOliver
Edéar Mervin and Oscar Wdwin Marvin,twin brothers have been eo
honored at the same ceremony.

Hiram Lodge #87,was consolidated with Flgin, Oregon Lodge #9§,
end retained the Hiram Lodge #67.0liver Tdgar MYarvin is 2 Past
Master of Hiram Lodge #f7 when at Sunmerviile.And Oscar Frwin
Marvin,is & Past M=aster of Standley Lodge #II3,0f Wallowa Oragon.
where he served three te{fs .They took the Scottish Rite Degrases
together in I9I9,Tn Portland,Oregon.Also became a membar of the

Mystic Schrine together.And were Charter membere of Jessica Chep-
ter #68.

’




\ .
\ | 1058,
Wallowa ,Oregon.It is doubtful if there is a similar record in Mas
onic History g¥iﬁarvin Brothers. |
According to Masonic records,Hiram Lodge #67 at Summerville, Oregon
was discontinued and merged with Flgin Lodge #3S8 by rermission of
Grend Lodge at meeting between 1936 and 1937 .Hiram Lodge was Thart-
ered in I876.FElgin Lodge #98 was Chartered,June IIth,6TI89I,
At a special meeting of Veasey Lodge: A.F and A.M.#82 at 8 P.M.0ct-
ober 23rd, 1946 ,%ounty Agent Garnet Rest Worshipful Master,kcalled
the Lodge to order. After which acting Worshioful Master S.M. row, of
Lostine Lodge #I2% After a very interesting talk on the history of
the traveling Gavel presented it to W.M.Garnet Best of Vesgey #82
with the record Book of it.Then the Gavel was carr ed around the
Lodge Hall,by 8.D.0Orval Ady,for each member to inspect.After which
the Record Fook was carried around for insvection.Thie Rook showed

each Lodge in the St=ate of Oregon,the Gsvel had traveled to ,and

been exhibited.The Gsvel was made from wood from the Rattle Ship
Oregon,and presented to Farl S.Snell.now Governor of Oregon.when he
was Grand Worshipful Master of Oregon,June I4th,6I940,After which
A .H.Skovlin,manager of the J.C.Penny Store,gave a detailed hist-
ory of the Battle Ship Oregon,including the distance it had travele
around the Horn and the days it took to do it. Also & book of Juris-
rrudencenf Free Masonry was rresented to Veasey Lodge #82 by Ha-
rold Pearce of Lostine Lofge #I23,There were about 40 Masons att-
ended this special meeting from all Lodges in Wallowa County.Am-
ong which was Jasver Willis,W.M.of Joseph #8T,6A.L.Duckett 8.W of
#81,W.Lester Tstes ,Sec.Josevh Lodge #8I,and other brothers from
Joseph Lodge.Levi Chrisman of Wasco Lodge #5,The Dslles, Oregon.
Lloyd Foster ¥elly,of Sunnyside Lodge #I63,Portland,Oregon.,M.J.Ru-
DDGM I8, —*
therdford S28M¥8 Manager of the Pacific Power and Light Company.At

Enterorise ,gave an interesting talk on Masonic education for young

Masons.

(50!




! e -

The Gavel was presented first to Standley Lodge #II3 Wallowa,by Elgin

Lodge #67,Sep.29th,,Sep .25th, to Joseph,#8I,by Standley Lodge#II3

Wallowa,Oct.INth,to Lostine Lodge #12%,by Joseph #8I To Vessey

Lodge #82 by Lostine #I23 0ct.23rd,To Lagrande Lodge #41,by Veasey

Lodge #82,Nov.68th,

At a special meeting the evening of Nov.27th,I94f of Vessey Lodge
#82 Marvin and Victor Searles ,Jr.not twine ,sons of Vietor ,Sr.
and Roseland Se=rleg,And Grandsons of Tdgar Marvin Mentioned above
were given the E, A, Degrees the samr 2vening.The two boys came sixm
miles to take these degrees.Garnet Rest County Agent W.M.Harley Mu-
rrey was acting W.M.At the Initiation.Their father and Grzndfather
were present.

At a stated meeting of Veasey Lodge #82,Jan.8th 1947, it was de i#
ded to begin meeting twice a month again.The 2nd and 4th,Wednesday
of each month,.

Special meeting of Jan.23rd,1947 Marvin and Victor Searles were
given the F .CDegree .Coming siz miles for the purpose.Rut coming
in their Auto.Being cuite a change from the way their Grandfather
and Unkle walked 10 miles to take their Degrees in 1895.at summer-
ville.Their Grand Father,being unwell did not attend this last mee-
ting.

At a special meeting of Veasey Lodge #82 Keith and Marvin Searles
were given the M.M,degrees,by their father Victor Searles ,who acted

as Master.Their Grandfather Tdgar and Unkle ®dwin Marvin were
escorted to the Masters "hair and seated on sither side df the
vaster and given the seats of honor.This snecial meeting was Ms-

rch I9th, 1947.There were about 75 Masons from all the Ln ges in
the County.The DDGM,MeaEill Ruther®crdweasunabléctboasténdion accs
ount of an attact °f the FLu.

Dec.22nd,I1948,at a special meeting Dr.Fred R,Whitaker gave his two

gsong ,Wilbur and Robert,the Master Masons Degrees.This is the second
time that a fathar gave these degrees to his sons in Veasey #82,

(>
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September I4th I94R8, The Trsveling Flag was vresented by JosephChapt

#687,to Tnterprise Chapter #50.There was a large attendance and

the ceremony was very interesting.Thersawere visitors there from A

from all over the Tounty Lodges,besides some from Union “ounty There
were three Flags .The Nstional Flag was nresented by Virginia Sa-
nner.The Oregon State Flag was presented by Marie Sprague and the
Fagtern Star Tlag was presented by Hattie Beaudoin,who gave the hise
tory of the five voint star in a very nla2in and interestine manner.
The Wallowa Valley Chapter #50,7s to rresent the Traveltng Flags b
to Hope Chapter #I3,LaGrande,Oregon,Sep 22nd.

A bounteous Pot Luck suppner was given at this meeting.And Reta
Warnock Reavis vlayed the Piano at the meeting.

Saturday ,June 4th,I949,The Masons of Veasey Lodge #82,and order

of Eastern Star #50,dedicated their new Kitchen and Dining Room ,wit
8 bounteous feed.Fach member of the Star bringing something to eat.
the tables were decorated with flowere and many lar;gdﬁandles.which
kept burning 22;:3§h the meal.Several Star ladies waited on the tabl
with Trvin Jenkins as Coffee Pourer,After which Harley Murrey,C.A.Re-
nnett and Harry Harmon made short talks.Then a2ll adjourned to the
Lodge Ea2ll and a nrogramme of music,readings and speeches were nut on

Mrs.Charles Johnson was leader and menager,accomnained by Laurence
Rowe ,on the Piano.

The golden anniversary of Wallowa Valley Chanter#50,0.F,S.was cel-

ebrated March ??nd;1947,fiftv years to the night since the Chanter
was instaslled,by John Vert of Pendleton,Oregon,5rand Patron of “r-
egon.A banauet was served to aprroximately to I25 members and guess
by the womwn Association of the Comwunity “hurch.The Church Quartett
Howard Stover,Walt Strigg}er,Guy Crasig and Victor Kriemiere, sang

between courses and to close the meeting.Raymond Harris,Worthy Patra

of the Chapter,acted as master of ceremonies.And the gussts were

>
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entertained during the dinner hour,by the above Quartette.Who sang .
two grouns of three songs each,with Mrs.W.F.Craig =at thé Piano. j&&
After dinner,the group agjourned to ¥he Masonic Hall which had been
tastefully decorated for the occasion.with large baskets of flowers
The three resident ,Charter members,Mar? Steel,Anna Reavis and
Grace V.Conley,were escorted to seats near the front of the Che
pter Room.And the following Programme carried out.At the bancuet
in the Church,beautiful embossed Folders were nlaced at each plate
giving the Programme.Then a list of Charter members.five of which
were ommited which were Charter members,but were not able to attend
when the lodge was oréanized.(See above when Chapter was orgenize)
Also list of 1947 )fficers.then a2 list of those who were given
Grand Honors.Opening drill by Officers of all in whitewearing
capes of star colors.Guests were introduced among which was sieter
Hazel Graham,of The Dalles, Past Wortg;iggtron of the Grand "hanter
of Oregon,Sister Violas Morrison of Union grand ¥sther and many other
visitors from The Dalles,Hood River,Union,LaGrande Flgin, Portland,
Pendleton,%olfax Wallowa,KLostine and Joseph.The history of the
Chapter during the fifty years was reviewedin story"Down Memory
Lane"under the direction of Lois Rest at the Pisno,with Helen Kay
and Francis ®raig,singing the songs and Roena Ady,giving some of
the highlights of five IO year periods in the 1ife of the Chapter.
Esch period was represented by & young girl in the custom 6f that
period.Cirls taking part in this part of the Programme were Pat De-
laney of Rend, OregonJeasn Resgt Marion Ruth Templeton,Joyce Rest,
Glenna Jscob,hShirley Courtney,Caol Ann Weisess and Jeanne Rosewell
After which Maud Johnson gave the three Charter members present
a lovely tribute and ézhned on each one the 50 year Pin.After whic

all Officers were called on for speesch23.Tle leet nucker of tle

Prograuwe was given by Dorothy Rosewell Worthy Matron of Wallowa
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Valley Chapter ,who had for her subject, "Building A House"In 2 rre-

tty ceremony,led by Anna Stockdale.The "andles on the refreshment

were lighted by the Star Points.Those on the Points were Phyllis
Clark,Margaret Courtney,Flise Miller ,Janet Spear and and Martha J.
Templeton.And the Worthy Matron lighting the golden candlesatop
and at the four corners of the lovely four tiered and gold deco-
fated birthday Cake.The ceke was cut and eserved by Past Matrons

Gladvs Rutherford and Mary Booth with other Officers and Past Wat-

TON8.at thé Urns during the first rerbdd were Sisters Foleom
ans ¥orrisom.And during the semond period ,Grand Revrese ntatives
P2arl Mcllay of Lafrandec and Hattie besudoin of Jnsevrh.Pictures
were taken »f the Cake and the crowd of the 28 Chareter members
nine are still living ,besides those living here, They are;Mrs.Ray
,(Firet worthy Grand Matrom)of Portland,Lillie Roswell “lower, (First
Ruth)of Fugene K ©thel Funk,(First Martha, and Charles T Funk,of
Seattle,Wash.Ida Funk MeFarland,(First Sec.of "akland "alifornia
And G.M.Hendrickson of Wilmington,Californisa.
(IN part froOm the Wallowa County Chieftain of March 27th I1947.)
At a special meetimg of Veasey “odge #82 December 9th, 1947 Tt
was discudses regarding the sponsering of local Chapter ,of the
DelMolays .C.A.Bennett ,a member of rhe Delo;ays in his youth was
assisted,
given in charge of the vlan .#4eeweieted by a Council composed f
Harley Murrey M.J.Rutherford Cedrie Bingham Raymond Harris,and
W.F.Clark.After thieh the followino procedure was taken up.Master
Connecilor ,RKenneth Wolff Senior Councilor,Gene Boyd,Junior Counci-
lor,Don Knodell, Treasurer.Mack Burkmair Meeting nights,decid=d on,
ware first and third Mondays of each monthh.Master “ouncilor then mal

the following anpointmen®s.Senior Descon, Jemes Volburg.Junior Nea=s

~
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con,Jon Skovlin.Senior Stewsrt Jo Hallam.Junior Stewart,"harles Poulad i

Chaplain,Howard Tdwards.Almoner Bert Ringham.Marshal Fenneth Warnoek
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dtandard Rearer Rill Reese  Orator,Dick Rwalilsom 'p?ﬂf
Seven Precentors.I"Harold Racon.2nd,"Kenneth Lacob.ﬂrd“ﬁrt Homen.
4th,"Mitch Heasty.5th"Gene Poulson.B8tHA"Rerton Bailey.7th"Chester
Bennett.Sentinel,Duané S8andlin.Organist, Gerald Withers.Rill Clark °
was appointed by yhe Council =28 Seribe.for the Chapter.Other Candi-
dates who became Charter members in the organization,were Roger Dal-
gleish Jemes Tlliott,RBill Ottman,Jr.Don Robeson,Robert Rutherford
Fred Warnock.
The Deliolays elect rheir own Officers.All Candidates paid down the
initist ion fee,of #5.00.Dues to be $2.00.
After the initiation,sach DeMolay w=2s presented with pins by Veasey
Lodge #82.Also Veaswy lodge #82,furnished robes,ete.
September 25th,I948 the DeMolay Chanter installed their Officers
There was a large attendence .Harley Murrey Master of Veasey Lodge
#82 gave an interesting talk,slso ©,A.Bennett Charter advisor on
work of the DeMolays,gave a good talk.
Following from the Orsgon Masonof Feb.I948
March I9th,I9I9,Frank S.Land gave his plans for the organization of
a Chapter of DeMolays to a group of 9,teen aged boys .He wss inspired
especialiv ,by one Louis G,Lower.A fatherless boy And Frank A.Marsh-
all a widely known editor and newspaper man ,w2e chosen to write the
Ritual 2nd the name DeMolay was adopted in Nov.ISIS.And the Chanter
soon became national and international,
During the I2th and IZ%th,century,there existed the powerful order
of Knights Templer.Andi ty the latter »art of the I3th,century,the
order became wealthy and influential in Turope.And Phillin Fair,Ring
of France a snendthrift became jealous of the order

and ‘began to
plot its destruction.But could not get any to divulge any 6? the Kni-

Rl

ghts Templers secrets.This was October I3th,I307 and many were exe-

cuted,kept in Jails and Dungeons .Put would not give any secrets to

.50/




o any authorities.The name of the Grand Master of the Enighte Egjfr
plerwas Jaoues NDeMolay.And at last he was siezed and burhed’to the Stak -
on the Isle de COite,in the river Seime in Paris. Mareh Ich,ég:sn
A Martyr to Widelity,Charity and Courtesy.
Very few know that the Serbisn Government while under Axis domina-
tion ,issued four Anti-Masonic Stamps .These stamps all bear the date
of 22 X I94T.They were used to cémmemorate the anti Masonie Fxposit-
ion of Oetober 22nd I94I. |
On Feb.éth,1947,at 2 P.M,A meeting was held at the bottom of the
World,When eeveh Masons of various jurisdictions ,Member of the Byrd
Antartic Expedition.There were other members there ,but were unable
to te present.The minutes of the mesting were keot.The meeting was
held in a flimsy canvas tent ,with hundreds of feet of snow below thwm
At 8 special meeting of Veasey Lodge,#82 December 22nd, 1947,
Dr.Fred Whitaker gave his two sons Wilbur N and Robert ¥ ,Whitskre
the M.W.Degress in Mesonry,after which a bounteous Turkey suvper
with all trimmings ,was given by the Lodge .This was the second
time in the history of this Lodge ,when the father gave the degrees
to his two sons in our Lodge .The price of Turkeys at that time was.
In the book entitled "The Holy Land and Syris" by ¥rank G.Carve-
nter 1925, nage 282,Chapter XXXIII A World travwler, kit says.The first
Temple of Soloman dissareared long before "hrist was born.Tt was
destroysd by Nebuchadnezat,about 596 before Christ.And was s2id to
have been built on Mount Moriah.The first Temple was begun by Solo-
mbn more than 2900 years ago.It took seven years to build it.(See Bible)
It is belisved by ancient writers =nd laster excavations  that
the so called ,"Wailing Well"in Jerusulum,is a remnant of King
2olomone Temple,

-

On page 282 ,the men of a New Zealend Regiment who were Masons

the
beld & meeting in & secret 7avern undsr the Holy Roek in the

MosQue,said to te the place where King Solomon founded thelr orde

hsol
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tnere wers 32 Masons from 27 different Lodges who took nart in
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this meeting ,while an old Sheik,scted as door keeper,
THE COST OF KING SOLOMONS TEMPLR,(From-a clioning.)
The money svent in constructing King Solomons Temple,according to
W.H.H.8mith,an authoriyy on the subject,wss sufficient to build
every Government building in Washington one hundred times.This
astimate is based on the cost of all Government buildings in ex-
istance at the Capitol at the time of the comnletion of the Congr-
=gsional Library.
King Dav@dnurchased the site of King SolomonsTemole which is
Mount Moriah’in Jerusslem ans ammassed great trs2asures for the
Temple ,but for some unknown reason the building wase reserved to
Kinf Solomon.Since the Hebrews had not cultivated the arts .Solomon
went to Hiram King of Tyre in Phonesia,t» obtain builders and ski-
11ful workers in stone ,Prass and the "edarr and Cyoress of Lebanon
It took seven and one half yesrs to complete the structure,during
whieh time Xing Solomon hasd to pay out esach year,h20.000 measures
each of Wheat and Barley,and 20.000 baths (Ancient hebrew Licuor
measures) ,»f wine and oil.The total cost of the building is disp-
uted.Fstomates range from thousands and Millions of Dollars
The Temple wes divided into an inter and outar sanctuary.There weas
also an outer Court with an Alter for burnt offerings .Since we poses
only 2 brief desecription of tpe firet Temvrle and the technical used
by the Bitle are not alwaye readily intelligsble in modern timesthere
is a great diversity of orionions among writers who attempt to des-
eribe or reconstruct the Temple in its architectural details.Some cl-
aims that the originel Temole was I50 feet long T05 feet wide and 45
feet high ,while others say it was only 90 feet long 30 feet wide and
45 feet high.The original Temple was destroy2d by Nabuehadnezzar in

586,B.C.The Jews esrected a new edifice 1in ~I8 B,.0.But this to wss
destroyed.
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{n the question column of the Oretonian of 8-4-47,was the followg
Q.what Masonic lLodge owns a lock of George Washington's hait M M H
A.The Grand Lodge of lMassachusetts in Boston.The losk of hair was
sent 23 Mrs.Washington to Paul Revére,who made for it an approia®e
Urn .This Paul Revers Urn is in the Masonic Temple.
From the book entitled"Hells Canyon"by Robert T.Bailey,page 235
he says during the period 1862-1867,0regon had Charteredthree
Masonic Lodges and issued a dispensation for the fourth.Prior to h
this, there was contraversity between Washington and Oregon as to
which Grand Lodge had jurisdiction over Idaho.While Washington had
issued hzd-issued-two for two Charters for two lodges in what B
now now the S tate of Idaho Representatives of these Lodges in
Idaho met at Idaho City in the Lodge Room of the Idaho City Lodge
No.35 and proceeded to organize the Grand LodgeAncien free and ace«/
epted Masons of Idaho Terrirory.(See drawing of first Masomnic

Funeral in Idaho.This drawing was ai Centerville, before the orga~

nization of a Lodge .Page 236.

The story goes about a Schotsman who started to build a brick
house.And he called upon the local Masonic “odge asking them to

send out two Free “asons.
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Following from the Sunday Oregonian of February IOth, I946.

aael

ixactly I00 years ago in February 184g:a short notice appeared in
the initial issue of Oregons first newspaper, the Spectator.marking
the opening step in the establiskhment of Multnomah lLodge No,I.

A.F and A,M,First Masonic lLodge West of the Vissouri River.This nogice.
signed by Joseph Hull,Peter G,Stewart,and William P,Dougherty."The
members of the ¥asonic fraternity in the Oregon Territory are res-
pectfully requested to meet in the city Hotel in Oregon City on the
21st.,to adopt some measures to obtain a Charter for a lodge."in
response to this call seven members of the fraternity gathered,
drafted and signed a‘petition adressed to the G rand lodge of Misso a2t
praying for a Charter for a Masonic lLodge in Oregon City,Oregon
Territory to be known as Multnomah lodge."Attending this historic
meeting were the three men who signed the calltogether with Fendall
C.Cason,leon A,Smith,Frederick Waymier and Lot C,Whitcomb.At this
meeting the story of how the petition was tranported to St'Joseph
Vissouri and the Charter returned will be related without fast
tranportation facilities ,it was two years before the lodge was
actually established and the events which took place in this interm
from an interesting epoch of early Oregon history.Joel Palmer one
of the messengers for the Hudson Bay company,who handled a route
between the northwest and St'louis,was chosen to carry the petition
east and on October I7th, 1846, placed it before the Missouri Grand
Lodge then in session at St'Joseph.Two days later the Charter was
granted, designating Joseph Hull as Worshipful Master and naming

the Lodge Multnomah N0.84 of the grand jurisdiction of Missouri.
The return of the Charter from St'louis to Oregon City necessairly
had to be entrusted to—; member of the fraternity.ind it was not
till late in December 1847 tnat such a messenger was found in

Pierre B,Cornwall.Accepting the assigrent,he organized a small
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party,including his brother Arthur ,a lad of I6 and a guide named —
Tallon.At Council Bluffs, they met a large party of Emigrants waitin

for spring before continuing the westward trek.such a wait was

considered too long for the Cornwall party and joined by Orin
Kellogg and his son Joseph, together with two brothers named Hathawg
resumed the journey.When the party reached Fort Hall, Idaho,news of
the discovery of gold too alluring to the Cornwalls who changed
their plans and headed for California instead of Oregon.Joseph
Kellogg took over the Charter place it in a small rawhide-covered
clyinder shaped trunk for safe keeping and proceeded to Oregon

City where he arrived on September IIth, 1848,.The Document was given
to Mull, just two years seven months and six days from the date of
the historical"Masonic Notice"published in the Oregon Spectator.On
the same day,Hull called the 'asons together and proceeded to
organize Vultnmmah Lodge No.84.0f the grand Jurisdiction of Missour
the first Masonic Lodge on the western slope.At that time the

Juris diction included all Territory bounded on the South by the
Vexican border,the Canadian border on the North and swmit oftggcky
mountains on the 7ast and the Pacific Ocean on the West.Probably
the largest Jurisdiction ever enjoyed by any constitutional lMasoni
lodge .The original room was was in the upper story of a log store
building owned by William P,Dougherty.l’ocated at the South end of
main street.Furniture in those days were crude and scarce.listory
of the lodge relates that large packing box served as the Alter

The "asters Pedestal was a flour barrel and a Whiskey barikrel was
used by the Senior Warden and the Junior arden persormed his

Lodge duties behind a barrel of salt pork.Berryman Jennings who

—

who became the first Grand laster of Oregon,installed the officers

and performed the ceremonies incident to constituting the new

Lodge
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A fire on ¥ebruary 3rd,1860,destroyed many records of the ILodge
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and for many years the roster of the first officers has been a
matter of speculation .Recently Mi;; Anita McCarver of Oregon City
uncovered a copy of the original bylaws of Multnomah ILodge publishdd_
in 1867,among the effects of her father?,J.McCarver who was a
member and for many years secretary of the lodge.This document
lists the following as the first officers of Multnomah Lodge.Joseph
Hull, worshipful "aster,Col,.Wneeler, senior warden,Merryman Jennings
juhior warden,Toseph Kellogg treasurer,Jbel Palmer,aecrefary,
(William Holmes appointéd Secretary, September 28th,1848)Lot whit-
com, senior deq&gn,Orin Kwllogg, junior deacon and J.H.Bosworth
tyler.Due to the absence from the city of many of the officers and
members, there was little activity in the lLodge until 1850.when
acting upon instructions from the Grand “odge of Nissouri,Captain
John Ainsworth father of the late J.C.Ainsworth, Portland Banker
overhauled the'records of the Lodge,revived interest and became

the first elec£ed master of the organization.

Veeting in Oregon City,September I3th, I85IWillamette lodge Noll
Lafayatte lodge ﬁo.IS,met with "ultnomah I.odge and founded the rirst
Grand l.odge of “asons in Oregon.At this meeting a resolution was
passed changing the No.,of the three lLodges in the order of which
Charters were granted.Thus fultnomah l.odge was incorperated by a
special act of the legislatuee of the Oregon Territory passed
January I9th,1854.111 luck hit the organdzation again in the early
day.Their hall was washed away.And the lodge was held in anotiaer
building.And on January 3rd, this building was destroyed by fire
And the original Charter was lost..When this happened, the lodge
engaged in building a 10dge building of its own which was completed
and dedicated, September 4th, 1860.And was used till January I0th

1885,wnhen it was destroyed by fire.Due to the poor financial conditUd¥_
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of the Lodge,the Grand Master appealed to the constituant lodges

for liberal financial assistance.willameete Lodge N 0.2,lafayette
No.3,Jennings W 0.9, laurel,No, I3,Rainier No.24,Santiam,No.ZSfﬂelene
No.32,Jefferson,No,.33, Canyon City,No.34,8¢io,No.39, Lebanon,No.44,
Silverton,¥o.45,Washington, No.46, Blanco,No.48, Cottage Grove,No.5I,
Lone Pine,¥o.53,Chadwick,No,68, Heppner,No.69,Gold Beach,No.70,
Lakeview,No,7I,Rockney,No.75, yrtle Point,No.78,and Joseph No.81
Past Grand lMaster,David P.}ason,and Christopher Taylor,both contri-
buted 1ibera11y.Tﬁe corner stone of the rebuilt lodge home was laid
on Februrary 22nd, 1886.In I907,membership increased so fast a site
was purchased and the present three story building used by the lodg
was constructed .This corner stone of this building,was laid on
August 27th,I1907.And the first meeting was held in the new ILodge
room on Februrary Ist,I908.0n Februrary I4th, 1920, Lone P{ne Lodge
No.53,surrendered its Charter and consélidated with the Multnomah
Lodge.In the fall of &g%%]a large celebration is planned to Bbserv
the I00th,anniversary of the foundation of Masonry in the West

(Notice.Joseph No0.81I,contributed to the Multnomah I odge.)
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ARE YOU A MASON.
The following was a response of Reverend Dr.lagill, Rector of

4201

St'Pauls Church,Peru,Illinois.Upon being asked the above question
by a lady.

I am one of the band

who will faithfully stand

in the bonds of affection and loveJ
I have knocked at the door,

Once wrethed and poor,

and there for admission strove.

B y thelp of a friend ,

Who assistance did lend,

I succeded an entrance to gain;

Was received in the West,

By command from the Hast,

o%
But not without feeling some pain.

Here nmy c;;;;Z;;;;-was taught
With a moral quite fraught,
With sentiments holy and true,
Then onward I traveled,

to see it unrevealed,

What Hiram intended to do.
Very soo;-zgnzi;-é;st,

I made known my request,
And"light"by command did attend.
When hi?l perceived,

In due form revealed,

A Master and Brothe and ¥riend.

and simply related,

|
What happened when I was made free
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And I've "passed"since then, ‘And my word I could draw &P
And was raised up again, Ljo maintain the pure law V]
To a sublime and ancient degree. Which the duties of masons %e

------------------------ reveal.
Then onward I marched, Thus have I revealed
That I might be"arched"". (Yet wisely concealed)
And to find out those treasures lost.,| What hhe"free and accepted"

‘ Well know

When behold a light flame, I am one of the band,
From the midst of which came Who will faithfully stand
A vdice which my ears did accost. as a brother wherever I go.

Through the "Vaile" I then went

And succeeded at length,

The "Sanctum Sancterium"to find.

By the "Signet"I gained,

And quickly obtained,

mployment which suited my mind.

In the depth;-;-zggg-;;ought

And most carefully sought,

For treasures so long hidden there

And by labor and toil,

I discovered rich spoil l
Which are kept by the craft with due care.
Having thus fa;-;;;;;;a

I further contrived,

Among valient knights to appear.

And so Pilgrim and Knight

I stood ready to fight

No recreant foe di fear,

For the w;a;;-a;;;rés;;d,

There's a word in my breast,

For helpless and orphans I feel,

e o g y "u;_‘._.J



VALIEY
NEWSPAPRERS OF WALLOWA VALLEY and COUNTY.TO MAY I5th,I934.

Half of a century of life foe the Chieftain.is rounded out this
week.The first issue was published at Joseph.ay 15th, ,1884.The
first paper Val.I,was preserved by by the late Jack Johnson, of -Hiva
Imnaha.From it the readers may gather a faint idea of the life in

Wallowa
the sparsely settled valley .remote Valley of that day. Evpry othe
in existance .
business house I hE rarley in the valley when S4 Heckethorn
put out the first number of the Chieftain in 1884,has since faded
out of the picture,leaving this Pioneer Newspaper the oldest esta-
blished in what has become Wallowa County.In 1884, the Union Pac-
ific R,R.System pushing its way persistently westward,along the
line of the 0l1d Oregon Trail, reached la G.ande.This brought vallom
}po d-&vru-.c'r Jn&ytw pon 7 )(@ﬁg &
Valley nearer to a contact with the outside world,and the result
was a spirit of growth here as in Grand Ronde Valley.New settlers
arrived in a steady stream bringing the business and social insti&~
tions of the older and most popular districts and planting them in

this isolated valley.Masonic Jlodges were instituted at Joseph and

Alder and the community felt that the time had come for a Newspape

With the loyal and personal and financilssupport of the whole upper.

valley.Mr.Heckerhorn brought mechanical equipment and published
the first issue of the Cchieftainv’ay I15th, 1884,The paper has never
missed an issue from that day to this.Mr.Heckethorn was followeddp
ay editor ,by F.M.,McCully.The political pot had a way of boiling

ﬁp.7 (7/
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over in those days and the staunch Republicans wante@ a man to figy+

the Populists who were championed by T7.A,Burleighs paper the Au-
roria .So when Mr.McCully retired from the management of the Chie-
ftain the party leaders in Joseph,looked around for a fightihg
editor.And selected E Bu;;eland.Meanwhile the first battle over
the County Seat ,had bee fought with much din but no bloodshed, and

had been by Bnterprise.After six months Mr.,Burseland retired ,and
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the task was taken up.Frank A,.Clark and W.E.Beers ,who bought the
paperand continued it as a soumd Tregular Republican sheet.A litt
later "'r.%eeres sold out ro his partmer as the paperjad bem ed to
Enterprise.,and went to Joseph to start the Herald.As Joseph had
been left without a newspaper,by the latest move by Mr.Burleighs
Auroria.In September 1896,L.J.Rouse and Carl Roe bought the Chie
ftain and managed it some years cstablishing the leadership in Wa
llowa County.,beyond question for a time.Roe Also published the
Wallowa News and the shop also printed a “ostine paper calles the
L ostine Leader.Ben Weathers was the next editor and proprietor
of the Chieftain and managed it some yecars and was publishing it
g N
when Homer A.Galloway and Snow V,Heaton bought the News-
in I907.Shortly afterwards lMr.Weathers was appointed Postmaster
and sold the Chieftain to the ¥Wews=-liecord owners and the conti-
nued both papers a few years.The Chieftain was issued as a weekly
and the News-Record was a semiweekly.This arrangement was disc-
ontinued when the two were merged.And appeared as the Enterprise
Record Chieftain,June 15th,I9II.Deal for sale of T=Ent.Record Chi-
eftain became effective ,Fri.Dec.Ist,I9II.In Nov.of that year
George P.Cheney came from Kansas City Mo.and bought the papeamd
and took posession.Jan.IOth, I9I2.For many years the Chieftain was
domiciled in a frame building ,near where the Telephone Office
now stands .This was fro: the days of Frank A,Clark down to the
end of Mr.Weathers regima.The News-Record when it came to Enterpri
,occupied the building Eat of the Court House on grounds where
A.,J .Ward has his second hand store.After the two papers had come
under one ownership,the shop was moved to a two story frame buil-
ding ,owned by W.P.Samms on part of the grounds now occupied by
Keltner and Skaggs Warehouse.In the fall of I914,the present sto
building was built by the Chieftain for an exclusive use of the
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Ipaperand plant was moved in ,Feb.I9I5.to its new quarters .Snow was

deep on the ground and the machinery was handled easily without
damage on sleds.The building is of h&avy construction warm and

well lightedand makes a pleasant and practical home for the vall-
owas County Newspaper.It was built on Lot 5 and 6,Block I6,Zurches
Addition.

OTHER PA PERS ARE REVIEWED, In June 1887, The Wallowa County Ent-
erprise was launched and the first newspaper in Znterprise.The
story of the foundinf of the paper,came to light only a few weeks
ago.in a letter received by J . H.Horner from A,H,Phelps of Indepe-
dence,Oregon.who was a partner with John King in the venture.lMr.Ph
Phelps letter follows.

Office of City Recorder
Independence, Oregon.June 1887

Replying to yours of 2Ist,allow me to say that lirs,Phelps and my-
self came into Wallowa County on a Buckboard which carried the ma
mail about the first of june I887.And as there were only two house
at the site of Enterprise,we stayed at Frank Stubblefields,until
we got our building up.¥rs.Phelps says this was the second buildin
started.at this time At this time,the I.C and ¥ and M, were keepig
their store in a tent ajacent to the site of their store building,
which was then under construction.The town was mostly laid out

when we got there.And we had a Lot on the corner in the Blockk
North of the store.A man by the name of King and I bought the ou-
tfit for the paper and when we got to Enterprise,he could not get
the money he figured on,s0 he sold a half interest to Jeff Ownbey
,and he and I went ahead and put up the building and put the paper
It was my Fathers euggestiSE'that we name the paper The Enterprise
for that reason I have forgotten.But it seems to me that the town

was named at that timMings people,lived in Wallowa County at that

-
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&ime in the Flora Community.Ithink ,we used a Washington Hand pre
and I think the first issue was about the month of August..I have
been through so much and so many_Bther occupations have taken p
up so much of my time that the old recollections does not func-
tion very well.Nrs.Phelps health was not good up there and in the
fall about the latter part of November,we sold out to Jeff Ownbey
and came back to the valley.The last night we were in Enterprise,
we attended a dance in the Warehouse part of the new store,which wa
was held as a dedication for the building At that time, there were e

several business buildings alreqdy constructed and opperating.lI
know of no issue of the paper unless it would be there..I have none
Mrs.Phelps and I have planned several times to return to Enterpr
on a visit but something always came up to prevent it.But we still
hope to do so,as we were well pleased with the country and the peod
whom we met,Hope this will help you ,as it is about the best I can
do.Be glad to hear from you again, @Hfﬂ""‘ﬁ P‘Rﬁ*&}@'@‘
Jeff Ownbey continued to publish the paper until late in 1888,
when he sold it to F¥,S.,Ivanhoe,who published it awhile and sold
it to Dr.E,W.Barnes who changed the name to the "Border Signal"
and in Jan.I2t,1892,7.A,.Burleigh who had been teaching school on
Prairie Creek,became the owner and the name again changed dnd the
sheet became the Auroia and was published in Enterprise until Apri
1893.Political feelings ran high and the Populist party was grow-
ing into power and the new editor enthuasistically espoused its
doctrines A straight Populist paper.
During the first of 1893,the Chieftain pioneer paper of the va}
valley,had moved from Joseph to Enterprise which had been selected
as County Seat.Joseph busin®ss men at once took steps to keep
their town before the publiec,and they induced lr.Burleigh to the

Auroria to Joseph,shortly after the Chieftain came to Enterprise

.
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fter two years in Joseph,)r.Burleigh shifted the AURoria back to

bl

Enterprise.And again Joseph was left without a paper.The Citizens
again bestirred themselves.And W,E.B€ers who was partner of Frank
A.Clark in ownership of the Chieftain at Enterprise withdrew from
that connectionand went to Joseph to start the paper which had be
been published continously up to August 20th,I942.Which he sold ou

to the Enterprise Chieftain.Returning to the situation in Enterp-

rise,Mr.Burleigh was elected County Clerk in the spring of 1896
and took office July Ist,On that date he disposed of the Auroria
to his brother W,.,S.Burleigh now living near 1Los Angeles ,Californi
The latter continued the Auroria in Enterprise a year and then lo-
aded up the plant and took it to Lostine where the name was change
to the Lostine Leader in 1897.And a few months later,it was moved
to Wallowa.

Changes were frequent in the early day Newspapers,and it is dif-
facult tow to trace the thread of their existance.The Democrats
of Enterprise found themselves without a champion and spokesman
About this time,and in Dec.1899,persuaded H.L.Herzinger to start ta
the Enterprise Bulleton to ‘;;ggt the battles of the unterrified
And Jan,IIth,I900,Volumne #I was published.He stayed for a year
or two and he merged his sheet into the Leader.

Developes were slow for some years.But on April 26th, I907another
change came into the Enterprise field,whem the News-Record made the
first appearance in the town.The Wallowa News had been published

for several years at Wallowa.The first issue of the Wallowa News
was Friday,March 3rd,1899.And in the spring of I907,was owned by
Fred G.Conley and J,Arthur Bishop.They moved their paper to Enter-
prise and changed the‘gﬁpe to the News-Record.later in the same
year, The News-Record was bought by Homer A.Galloway and Snow V
Heaton.and in Nov.I908, they formed a company which purchased the

Chieftain publishing publishing the News=-Record twice-A-week and
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and the Chieftain weekly until June, I9II when they combined thg
two adopting the name Record Chieftain, they sold a few months late
to the present owner George P.Cheney.who~2ame from Kansas City Mo.
and he took charge of the paper Jan.IOth,I9I2.and changed the name
to Enterprise Record Chieftain.And Oct 3=d,1938, The name was chang
as the Enterprise Chieftain

Once more the urge was felt to move by a publisher in anothe
town in I9I9,when J,W,Boyd, transferred the Lostine Reporter to En-
terprise and named it the Wallowa County Reporter.He sold out to
Berkley Walker late in I920 and the paper suspended publication
with the issue of Feb,IOth,I92I.Miss Myrnie E.,Johnson, published
the Lostine Reporter in Nov.izgg and from then on till it was tra-
nsferred to J.W.Boyd.

So far as the facts can be learned at this late day,the foregoin
is a sketchy history of other newspapers that have come and gone
in BEnterprise d ring the half century of the Chieftains life.No
doubt the record is incomplete and contains errors but in general
it gives a picture of the passing show.

ALL TOWNS SHARE IN PAPER HISTORY.Newspapers have been pwblished
in five towns of the County since the White men came to wrest this
territory from the Indians .The history of the papers which have
been published in Enterprise is given in another column aind

a brief history of those in other towns is in order.
Joseph Herald.Tye Chieftain first paper in the Valley,was moved
from Joseph to Enterprise early in *893,leaving the town without
a printed peridocial,J.,A .Burleigh promptly filled in the gap wikh
his Auroria , thundering champion of the Populist party and served
the community for two Y&ars,whem he moved back to Enterprise and
July Ist, 1894, changed the Auroria to the Auroria Publishing Compa

Again the Joseph citizens sought an editor and induced W,E.Beers
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gartnerwith Frank A.,Clark in the Chieftain to dispose of his
Enterprise interests and move to Joseph where he established the
Wallowa Herald He retired six meg}hs later and Bdward Pollock and
G.E.,McCully took charge,changing the name to Silver lLake Herald
in 1899, Thomas Gwillin bought the Herald and remained on the job
half a year,when he sold it to L.,C.Henderson Nov.1895,was when tk
Herald was sold to Pollock and McCully.
Bven the oldest inhabitants cannot be sure of events of former
years ,but it is certain that the list of owners of the Herald
includes Sloan P.Shutt who sold the Herald to G¢.0.Mercer in I9II
and in a few months re-purchased .W,C.Black,John M,Lowry lw.L.
Flower,Rev.L.A.C00k,E M,Smallwood,0,S.Crawford,L.G.Allen.The last
named has been editor several years and has given the Herald the

beast and most capable management in its honorable career .Allen

was followed by Jack Estle who ran the Herald for about three yea®m
having had several years experience in the Newspaper work in Orego
August 20th,I942,was the last issue of the Herald .It having sus-
pended publication and was soldizhe Enterprise Chieftain and all
unexpired subscriptions were taken over by the Chieftain, till thet
subscriptions expired, ,but in the name of the Enterprise Chieftain
Estle,on retiring from the Hreald took a job woth the Union Pacifik
R.R.as Fireman.And W.E.Beers ,former partner with the Chieftain
went ,Nov.26th,to Union,Oregon to take charge of the Union Scout.
NEWSPAPERS IN ILOSTINE.Probably the first paper in lostine,was the
Auriria which was transplanted from Enterprise in 1897.by w.S.Bur-
leigh and which apparently blossomed out as the leader.A,E.Cray,wa
was the next owner and later I.ee NMorelock appeared on the scene.
Then H,L.Herzinger took his’?emocrat to Lostine to merge with ano-
ther paper for a short experiment.The Ledger Democrat was running

in Lostine in I906 when it was transferred to Wallowa to be conv-

erted into the Sun in 1909 or thereabouts.Miss '‘amie Johnson,now
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Mrs.Scott VanPelt Reporter.later Howard Shutt,son of Sloan P Shut
of Joseph,took over at Wallowa and established the ILostine Reporte
and tried his hand at it until he wenf to Znterprise to work for
the Chieftain.J.W.Boyd followed as editor of the Iostine Reporter
until I9(8.when he shifted to Enterprise and changed the name of &
the paper to the Wallowa County Reporter.This expired in Feb.I92I
The Reporter was brought to Tnterprise, through the indluence of
C.H.Allen who was County Assessor and wanted Republican paper to
help him,in his next campaign.As the Chieftain was opposing him.
WALLOWA NEWSPAPER RECORD.The first paper published in wWallowa,was
the Wallowa News.And the first issue was March 3rd,I1899.It was
edited by C,.T.McDaniel who had been editing the LaGrande,Oregon
Advocate and and discontinued it and moved the press to Wallowa
where he took L.Couch in with him.(SeeWallowa)Thewe was a demand
for a wide awake newspaper in Wallowa which was a thtiving grow-
ing town at the time.After three months,McDaniel retired and Couch
continued as editor until ¥Vov.I90I,when he established thewallowa
Academy after selling the plant to B,F,Wood and S,.W.Wood.They sho-
rtly disposed of it to J,A rthur Bishop an ambitious young man
with some newspaper experience .Bishop disposed of it in a short &
time to Carl Roe,who ran the Newd in connection with the Chieftain
at Enterprise.But Bishop and Fred G.Conley,soon appeared as pﬁbli-
shers.And on April 26th, I907, they moved the paper to Enterprise,
where it became the News-Record to be merged into the present Chi-
eftain in I9II.

Meanwhile another paper came on the scene at Wallowa.The Wallowa
News said Dec.28th, 1906 Prof.R.H.Jonas has purchased the Lostine
Ledger-Democrat and will move it to Wallowa at once.It will be
knowd as the as the Gate c;;y gun..So0 the Sun was born and it has
continued to prosper,even to this day.The owners, if memory serves

correctly,were R,H,Jonas,W,C ,March, Roy McNess,J ,M.Bledsoe,Don ¥
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rajor,Harold Hamstreet, .Again R.H,Jonas,Roy Lovell, James A.Demént
and again Harold Hemstreet,who sold the plant to the Enterprise
Chieftain.And the last issue was thu.Nov.26th, I942.Under the Ent-
and wife
erprise Chieftains name.Hamstreeyqbought the Sun the second time
April 1936.The Sun was esablished,Jan.Ist,I906.
FIORA AYWD ITS PAPER.Through the Homesteading days and while the
North end was becoming stabilized,a paper was published at Flora
A.C.Cray established the Flora Journal in I899,with the assistanc
of his sister Nrs .Nettie (Cray)Zerris and later,Vrs.Effie P,Skag
conducted it for years assisted by her daughter Mrs.Hugh Davis.
They disposed of it in I929 to J,W.Boyd, publisher of the Wallowa
County Reporter at Enterprise,and he sold out late that year to
Berkley Walker and again Vrs.Skaggs and her daughter Mrs .Davis
purchased it and ran it till Sep.28th,I9I7.when it was discontind
July I7th,I935,another paper came on the scene in Enterprise
"The News Advertiser"published by C.R,.(Skeet)Byaetey.This plant =
was known as Skeets Job Shop.the size of the sheet was I5X22
with four to I4 pages.The last issue of the News Advertiser was
April 18th,I940.Byerly casme from Clay Center,Kansas,for his he-
alth August I2th,I9I6 and stopped off at IaGrande and went to
the ILaGrande Observer Office,which was published by Bruce Dennis
And Dennis offered him $I.00 per hour to go to work for him in
the Office.But Byerlay refused.He was an expert in repairing
Linotypes.
October IIth,I94I,George P.Cheney sold the plant of the Enter-
prise Chieftain to Gwen T,Coffin of Downers Grove,Illinois.
F.D.McCully published a small advertising paper in Joseph for
awhile,advertising his Drxﬁgfods for spring and summer I887,whid
was named the " Joseph Dry Goods Herald"The size of this paper
was I3X9%4,The cuts in this paper show the way the women dressed

at that time with Wasp Waists,large Bustles and hair done up on
top of their heads.
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’ Auroria of Feb.8th,1895,says J.E.Devine was at one time Galley
Slave in the Signal Office(Mentioned above)He had been interested
in the Summerville Annotator and moved to Enterprise .From there
he moved to Arizona where he with.IiS.Mills,published the Saturday
Review.

The EnterptiseBulletin,Vol No.I #5,was published at Enterprise
by H.L.Herzinger,Jan IIth, I900.

Wallowa Herald combined with the Auroria July Ist,1897.

April Ist,I943,was the last issue of the Enterprise Chieftain.
It being changed to the Wallowa County Chieftain.The paper was
called the Wallowa Chieftain from May I5th,I1884,up to Jan.I4th,
I909.When it was changed to Wallowa County Chieftain.This name
was used until June Ifth,I9II,when it was changed to Enterprise
Record Chieftain,which name it held up to Oct.6th,1938.when it
was changed to Enterprise Chieftain.And at above,date,it was ch-
anged to Wallowe County Chieftain.

Jeff Ownbey of the Border Signal mentioned above,after leaving
Enterprise,got a job as Reporter on several North West papers
And followed it for several years.He was a Graduate of Williamett
University.He died at Bandon,Oregon.He was a brother of Ben Ownbg

ILeRoy c.g:ézg.purchased the Joseph Herald plant in Sep.I945
and got out the first issue .Oct.IIth,I945.V0l.48,N0.I.Subscript-
ion price,$2.00 per year.Bruce Cox was first subscriber fro. wallk
owa. Dolan is using part of the old Ideal Hand Press the Wallowa C
Chieftain used May I5th, 1884, this 1945,

In Dec.I947,Charles Heard of “endleton Oregon,purchased the
Joseph Herald of Byron(Doc)Henry and took immediate possession
lr.Heard was recently associated with the P.P and L company, He
was a veteran of World W;;'two.His first issue of the Herald was

Dec.I8th, 1947.

John Lyman, of Bozeman,Montane, purchased the Wallowa Record from
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[fax €.Cdlburn in August 1948 and took possession Sep.Ist, I948The
Record was started last ch. by Mr.Celburn.Mr.Lyman plans to devo
his full time to his work as Pastor of the VWethodist Church in
Wallowa.
Tues.Dec.Ist, 1942, the Wallowa Sun was consolidated with the Enterp
Chieftain, The Wallowa Sun was purchased by the Enterprise Chieftai
and took over the Suns subscription list and all unexpired subscr-
iptions of the Sun.will be sent to the Suns subscribers till the
subscriptions expire.But by the Enterprise Chieftain.Vr.Harold
Hamstreet and wife were sole owners,till the sale was made.And
Hamstreet was immediately employed as supreinindent of the mecha-
nical department of the Chieftain and Miss Alta Eddlemon who has
been Linotipe operator for the Sun,will be retained as “inotypist
in the Chieftain Office.And the editorial and business responsibil
will be solely in the hands of the owners Gwen T.Coffin and wfife
the Last issue of the Wallowa Sun was Thu.Nov.26th, 1942,

Oregonian of Feb.I1946,says the Oregon Spectator established I00
years ago,contained four pages .each II$4XI7 inches in size and
divided into four columns of type and was printed only twice a
month"And Westward the Star of empire takes its way"This was the
slogan used by the Oregon Spectator,first newspaper published
West of the Missouri River.In its first issue Feb.5th, I946.

The first obituary in Uregons first newspaper,was a long sketch

of Rev.Jason Lee, pioneer Missionary,who died eleven months before.
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Empties into Imnaha River.Named for Lewis Neil,who had a Homestead

&EIL CA NYON.

on the creek and ranged his stock fzzie.ln early '90sNeil built a
a small cabin on his place and bached.In about I894,he announced
he would give a dance in his cabin.And settlers came from down tks
river for over 25 miles to it and what few lived above him.He got
all the supper himself from what he raised, such as Cabbage, Turnips
Potatoes and Pork and plenty of Venison.Most of the women brought
Cakes,etc.which was the custom at the time.This creek was first
called Sarvis creek for the abundance of Sarvis(Service)bushes

that grew along it.And was called such when a ditch was taken out
and recorded in 1884 or 1885.In August, I902,Lewis Neil was fieil
was found dead in his Alfafa field where he had bee irrigating
having been subject to fainting spells for several years (He was

no relation to George W.Neil of Neil Canyon)
NEADHAM BUTTE and LAKE.Formeraly,NEIL BUTTE and NEADHAM CREEK

The Iake is near the foot of the Butte.The Creek emptied into

Marr Creek.Named fo: J.H.and Veat Neadham,who had Homesteads ther

where they ranged their stock.Veat Neadham was found dead,near

the Butte .He had gone out hunting and to look after his stock
and it was never known how he came to loose his life,unless he
had slid off the side of the Butte.His remains were found under

& snow drift where some horses had been pawing for grass.This

Butte is North of the Harl Butte and was first called Neil Butte

for Moses Nedl.who settled there in '80s.He was elected for Sh-
eeriff of Wallowa County in '90s,and never took any chances on

a man he arrested getting away.If he had to bring him in horse-

back,he handcuffed him to.the saddle horn.And if he was where he

could bring him in,in a Rig,he put both handcuffs and Shackles
on him.It was said when he was defeated in his last run for the

Office,it was found he had juggled his books so the County was ot
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df $6000.00.And he moved to Pasadena California(He was no relation
Lewid Neil of Neil Canyon,or George W.Neil.The name should be
spelled Neal for Moses Neal.) T
NEIL CANYON.
Empties into Freezeout Creek,on West side.Named for George Washi-
into Neil.who bought a place there,and moved from his Homestead
at the Buttes(See Findley Buttes)He ranged about 250 head of cati
on this place on the winter range and ranged them on the Forest
Reserve on Marr Flat, during the summer months for over I5 years.
After which he retired.As he was getting too pld to ride.This is
only a short canyon with a spring in it.This spring is a few de-
gress warmer than other springs in the vicinity and soes not fr-
eeze much in the winter.A few years before he sold his interests
here,he went to the valley for winter supplies.And on his return
found his house burned to the ground,with all contents, including
his o0ld family Bible with family records in.Though one of his ma-
rried daughters had a copy of the Yamily Records.Also lost all
old Photographs and some valuable papers,such as Deeds, Abstracts
,etc.He camped on the ground that night and the next day,after
he got his children among the neighbore,he started for a “aw ¥ill
in the valley to build amother house.The way it got afire was one
of his daughters 1lit a match to light the lamp to put her curling
iron in the top of the chimney to heat and and threw the match in
the wood box and stepped out a few minutes and when she returned
the whole wall of the room was afire.And all she saved was a dress
she grabbed as she ran out.She said she thought the match was out
when she threw it down.George W.Neil was born May 6th,I852.near
Calhhoun,Nurray Co.Georgia .He left there in fall of I870,driving
three yoke of Oxen for his Wnkle,King Montgomery.Those in the tram
were Sam Crumley and his wife Lena.with family of three girls an

one boy. Dillon and wife with three girls and one boy.King

Lal
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rontgomery was Captain of the train.Mary Jane with family of thre
girls and three boys,Otis Stout,a school teacher with no family
Riley Burke ,with no family,Henry Vouss,with no family.There wer f&
five,I2 yoke of Oxen and two mules.They arrived at Pierce City
Berry County,Méssouri,staying there till spring of 1873,when they
started farther Wes.Arriving at Platt City,Nebraska ,where they sd
sold their outfit and took the R.R.Train for s,F.Celiforniasrrivig
there July Ist,I873.Where they stayed six days and took the Steane
John I,Stevens for Portland,Oregon.They were three days on the
Ocean and while on the Ocean,King Montgomerys youngest child died.
and was kept till they arrived at Astoria where it was buried by
the Nasonic Fraternity.Montgomery,being a Free MNason.The child was
about one year old.Going on to Salem Oregon,where they &arrived

in July 1873.Staying there four years,and from there,G.W.Neil went
by Steamer to Wallulla where he took the Dr.Baker R.R.and on to
Walla Walla ,Wash.arriving there in fall of 1877.There were three
inches of snow on the ground.He said the train traveled IO miles &
an hour.And passengers had to scuffle and run about the coach to
keep warm.And the Conductor had a large dog ,which would jump off
and run cattle off the track,then jump on again.He said Iee Berry
was the Engineer.When he got to Walla Walla ,He met ¥ .,Fiske and
asked for a job.Fiske said he wouldnt have any work for awhile,or
till he began to plow and put in crop.And Neil told him he would
work for his board till then.And he worked for Fiske three years
for wages,which he loaned him with interest,besides loaning him
$400.00,he had brought with him at interest,After three years he
quit Fisk,and rented the old Whitman Farm which belonged to Charle
Siegel.Grasshoppers came that year and ruined his grain and he
had to cut it for hay.During this time ,he hauled the first load
of merchandise,to Moscow, Idaho.which was barreled Whiskey and

Merchandise to start a Saloon and store.Saying he could have take
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a Homestead adjoining the Townsite of Voscow.,Idaho.He said he wal-
ked from Walla Walla to Moscow with an old man by name of Baker.ad
a young fellow and they carried tH®¥r blankets.He said at Moscow,

he bought a team and wagon and drove back to Walla Walla for the
merchandise and the men he hauled it for,with their femilies which
were at Walla Walla saying this was in fall of 1880.He said he wes
to ¥oscow to visit the Crumley family,whom he had crossedt the pl-
ains with.He said a few days before the battle of Bridgeport,Tenn
During the Civil War,his father Adam Neil sent his watch and Razor
to him.And said ,some one stole them.And after a few days after
receiving tthe things,his Grandmother,who lived about one mile
from his home, told him Adam was killed and his remains were being
sent home.He said, in June 1889,he married Jesse Fiske an orphan
girl who was adopted by M,.,Fiske on Coppei Creek near Waitsburg.w &
Washington.And stayed in the Walla Walla District till I1887.when
he moved to Wallowa Valley and Homesteaded on North side of Find-
ley Butte.They had nine children five girls and four boys.One girl
died at age of one year and his wife died on the “omestead, and
was buried in the Prairie Creek Cemetary.
He said the Dr.Baker R,R. was called the Raw Hide R.R.As Baker
first tried 4Y4 timbers for tracks.And they soon crushed.Then he
put strips of Raw Hide on the track and it got too slick and wore
off.Then he got strips of iron and fastened on the tracks and they
care loose and curled up.and pushed up through the floor of the

Coach.Then he got light rails which were shipped around the Horn.
He said when he was on the Whitman place,the Indians were very
sulky and mean, And would put & band of horses in his grain field

when he went to Walla Wa®la and when he came back from town he

put them all in the corral,And when the Indians came back from
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Town, they were all drunk and got very mad,and told him if he Corri«aaf




3684
'them again, they would kill him.He said he was afraid of them but
told them if they turned them in his grain field again,he would
put them up and make them pay for the daﬁgge they had dmdone,or
keep their horses till they did pay.Neil said the Crumleys in Imna
were desvendants of Spence Crumly.They were Mrs.Jasper Simmons,Ms
James Burcher and “ames Crumley.
Neil did his part in helping and taking care of o0ld people some
of which were Billie Smith, (See Billie Meadows)Si Bullock, Frank
Sheppard and others.Neil was a very slow talking man and very
tender hearted.And was troubled for years with periodical head-
achesHe and @eorge lMcGee an acquiantance ,went from Walla Walla ®
to Grand Coulee in about 1882 and selected a Homestead with the
intention of settling there and running stock on the open range
But changed his mind and came to Wallowa Valley.He said his fathe
was Irish and his Mother Elsie(Montgomery Neil was Scotch.And the
proper way to spell his name was Neal.But after he came of age
having so many relatives by name of @.W.Neal,He changed the spellm
of his name to Neil
George W.,Neil died about & AN ,Thu.April 9 I939.He had been very
feeble for about six years He was a good business man and at his
and honest
death was worth about $30,000.00.He was uprightA}n all his dealing
NEW DEAL IAKE
Named for the N ew Deal Party while in power,which Franklin D.R
Roosevelt originated By Roy Schaeffer and party,who stocked the
Lake with Fish.
NELLS CANYON.
Empties into Swamp Creek.Named for Mrs.Nellie Averal(See Arco)
who ranged her stock«there and also had a Homestead there.(See RDb

Roberts Butte)She was formeraly married to Robert Roberts and thg

had one son,Named Rennie Roberts.
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ﬂlZ PERCE TRAIL or BLUE MOUNTAIN HIGHWAY.Enterprise Lewiston
Highway.

This road begins at Enterprise and rWhs to Clarkston Wash.Name
Nez Perce Trail was first suggested by George P,Cheney.Editor of
the Enterprise Chiegtain at a g reat meeting held in Clarkston Wash

Yay 1937.0n ¥ay IIth,I878,the Columbia Chronical published
notes of A,T.Beall,County Surveyor, (See Lightening Creek)of a
route for this Highway,April I3th,1878.The Lewiston Teller publi-
shed the following.

WALLOWA WAGON ROAD

We are informed that the viewers and Commissioners of Columbia
County have laid out the new Wagon road to Wallowa,as far as the

Oregon line ,which carries it to the summit of the Table ILand.On
the South side of the Grand Ronde River.It crosses the entire
Canyon of the said river by means of a gentle grade on each side
and by a distance of about I2 miles only from summit to summit
and that the road will be ready for stage and wagon travel before
the first of July.The time when service is to be put on the Wallowm
mail route A responsible man offers to contract for the grading
of said road from summit to summit for $I000.00And the citizens of
colurbia ,especially those about Asotin and “rand Ronde River are
determined to have it completed without delay.

The survey of this road,was commenced 25th of Feb.1878.and st-
arted at Schaneks Ferry.on Snake River and winds along banks of Sa
Snake River as far as the mouth of ASHOTE or Asotin creek.23 miles
from Lewiston,Idaho Territory..And on down a small stream,a distsap
of 8 miles .It was requesed that County Commissioners do not give
a license for this a to¥l road

Between the years 1870 and 1873,T.M.E Schank,mentioned above,

settled on the present site of Asotin.He was a Norweigian.having
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Lome to lLewiston ,Idaho,in I860.And he purchased the Ferry from Sz

a Vister Thompson in 1865, ‘Qﬂ
In his history of Asotin Vounty,Judge E.V.Kuykendall says.the abov
notes would indicate that this o0ld survey followed substantially

the same route selected for the new try-state highway.It will be n

noted that ¥r.Beall followed down a small stream a distance of 8

miles to the Grand Ronde River which he crossed, thence DOWN the
réver to another small stream which he followed to the Oregon
line.This description does not fit the Shoemaker Route now traved
for the reason after striking the Grand Ronde River at the mouth
of the Shoemaker Creek,the road goes UP the river instead of down
It would therefore appear that this old survey in all probability
followed the Rattlesnake Creek as the new grade does, instead of
Shoemaker creek, down where the first road was built.The small
stream which ¥Mr.Beall followed out after crossing the river was
probably Buford Breégk.It is thus apparent,that the early road

was not constructed on Mr.Bealls survey for some reason.

The Asitin County Sentinel of Jan.3O0th,I89I,says in part.last
week, it was pointed out by the Sentinel that while the"iron was
hot! a movement should be made in favor of getting Appropriations
from the legislature to open the Wallowa Wagon Road,as the people
over in Oregon were using every sffort on their part to break awgy
the bairiers that seperate us.etc.

The Asotin County Sentinel of Jan.27th, 1939 gives a reprint froz
the Post -imtrllinger of Jam, 23rd,I89I,which it says in part,one

of the chief subjects of lLegislation of the Oregon legislatures
is relative to appropriation of money for wagon roads.Speaker Shaw
vesterday presented to the house a letter from E,W.,Barnes,of Salemn
Oregon,asking the Washington Iegislatureto appropriate money for

the construction of a road to the Oregon line at a point between
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gost Prairie and Paradise Valley in Wallowa County,Cregon ¥r.Barn
is a member of the Oregon Legislature
(Dr.E.W. Barnes (See Flora,Enterprise,etc.)practiced madicine over
Wallowa County and bought and published the Border Signal in Ente-
rprise in I889.He was elected to the lLegislature,at the second
general election in Wallowa County in 1890.)

In summer of 1883,George Allen and son James, came into Wallowa
Valley from near Summerville in Grand Ronde Valley with pack horse
and viewed out a route along the Nez Perces trails,into Lost Prair
and located a Homestead and built a log Cabin I4XI16 feet square
and went back after his family.and with wagons and teams ,they
started back to the Homestead.Coming down the steep Wallowa Hill
where they had to use Rough lLocks besides their brakes to the ju-
nction of Wallowa and Minam Rivers and up the Wallowa Canyon which
had been made passable a couple of years before for wagons by dri-
ving around stumps and large boulders then into the river and up
it aways then out on small bottoms, the whole distance of nine
miles.Arriving in the Wallowa Valley proper, they wended their way
up to the present site of Wallowa town and up through the Whiskey
creek country,following the main old Nez Ferce Trail as much as pe
possible to the headwaters of Davis Creek and following along the

breaks of it and Joseph Creek by winding their way around the
heads of canyons and fallen trees till they got to Mud Flat.Where
the snow was so deep, they had to abandon their wagons,and make a
Bob Sled from a tree that had the desired crook and proceededon
till they got to what was later called Sled Springs ,where their
sled broke down,and the snow being so deep, they made a Squaw drag
(YA-KOSH)for his wife and children to ride on and packing bedding
etc.on othe horses ,ad went on to the Cabin.Arriving there in

Nov.I1883..RBeing over I2 days on the trip a distance of about 70 mdk
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Liles..That fall others followed,making total of 8 who wintered 3]
in the I4XI6 foot Cabin.living principally on wild meat.@uring Qﬁ
the winter of 1883-4.And nearly every evening while sitting aro-
und the fire built in the center of the dirt floor in the Cabin
as the snow got very d ep that winter, Their main topic of discu-
ssion was a road from there to Lewiston, Idaho.As Clarkston had
not been platted at that time,saying a road to Lewiston, couldnt
be any worse than the one they had came over.As they would have ®
to go over the same route to lLaGrande about I00 miles for supplie

each year,ahd the distance would be about 50 miles shorter to

Lewiston.And each day as they went over the country and into the
Canyons ,hunting and looking after their stock, they would view
out some route across the canyons to Lewiston.Some favored the
route down Bear Creek.And some down the Buford and Crow Ridge
.And finally they all sgteed the Bear creek route the cheapist
and most practiable route to the Grand Ronde River and on down
the Grand Ronde River to what was known as the Chet Shoemaker
Canyon.This being the first talk of a road of what was later
Wallowa County to Lewiston, Idaho.later on,as the district sett-
led up,or about 1886, ,the settlers all met at the Allen Cabin ,
and decided to begin a road down Deer Creek.They were refused
any help from the County Court,at Union,This still being & part
of Union County.So taking their wagons teams Camp outfit,Picks
shovels,Plows,etc. to the head of Deer Creek,they set up camp and
went to work.And at last,made it possible for wagons as far as
the mouth of Shoemaker Canyon.This being all volunteer work
without pay.Those wiizzzrked on this road,were R.D,Churchill,®.Ch
Churchill, L,Berland,Oscar Berland,W,.C.Wilsom,George Frazier,Sr.
George Frazier Jr.Dan Ralls,W,H.McNeal,Oliver Barnes,Albert Crow,

Frank Crow,Carl Akin, the Blacksmith, Carlton Akin, Chas.Shoemaker,
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%S.Kenville,Thomas Wilson,Chas.Ray.Jake Bodmer,Oscar Bodmer,Otto
Bodmer, Chas.Pitzer,Fred Surcamp,Joseph Beach, George Allen,James
Fleet,Sr.These all worked at different times.

At the 1887 Legislature,Hol ¥ ,D.,McCully introduced a bill to
have Wallowa Valley cut off from Union County.And Wallowa County
was created,Feb.IIth, I887.and the city of Enterprisewas incorper-
ated at the 1888 session.The first Municipial Officers,were J.M.
Church,¥ayor,J.L.Reavis, Recorder,J.P,Gardner, R, F.Stubblefield
and W,H,”iller, Councilmen.R,L,Irwin,arshall, And at the first
meeting of this council,a Committee from Iost Prairie ,composed
of Oscar Berland, Thomas Wilson,VWm,Pullen, Chas Shoemaker,H,H.McNeal
and Chas.Ray,were on hand to prevail on the Council to subscribe
a small sum to hepp put the Deer Creek road in better shape for
travel.This being in March I893.As Asotin County had approiated
money to build the Shoemaker Grade,and Chet Shoemaker and Chas
Ray were given the contract to build it to connect with Anatone
Flat. The Council said they would consider the matter.And after
the Committee had left, they discussed the matter and decided it
would not do to contribute any money for this road to Lewiston
for the reason most of the Lost Prairie trade would go that way
And they pidgeonholed the Petition

At the I890 sesion of the Court Court at Enterprise,The sett-
lers at Lost Prairie met and elected H.A.Thomas as Chairman, and
drew up another Petition,asking that the Deer District,be put in
a road district so they could get County help on the Deer Creek
road.This Petition drew the following signatures,all freeholders
of Lost Prairie.H,A,Thomas,D,G.Ralls,O0,P,Barnes,¥?,S,Johnson,E.L.
conrad, Orlo M,Moore,J.J.B erner, J.M.Nicoson,C.F,Austin,C.E,Whit-
more, Thomas W,Wilson,B.,A,Ralls,J.S.Applegate,George W,.Hendric-
kson,G,W,Johnson,J,.C,Conrad,William Conrad,J.W,Runnel,Ed Nicoson,

M,.Hustin,¥ ,D.Sanderson,W.C,Twaddle, Leander Kagy,and @.W.Frazier.

# L0/
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h.A.Thomas presented the petitionto the May ISth, I890 term of
County Court at Enterprise.And at this term,the court ordered that
James Tordice T.B.Day,and B.E,Worstedd,view the road out.,and that
Moses Austin, survey it.And he appointed C.F.Austin as marker and
Lewis Austin and Harvey Hendrickson as Chaimmen.Which they did.and
the survey was accepted at the July IOth, 1890 term of court.and.
declared a County road.And was designated as Road District No.9

which included Lost Prairie and Paradise.And appoimted P.@.Buford
as road Supervisor.

So along about IQIO when Autos were becoming more numerow.the Coyh
Court appointed a Committee to investigate the Deer Creek route.One
of which was J.,A.Burleigh and they reportrd the road little more
than a trail.Though the settlers were driving their wagons over it.

In Jan.1920,The lLewiston and Clarkston Chambers of Commuerce met
and decided to try to get an appropriation from the State for a
Highway from ®larkston to the Oregon line, if the Wallowa Citizens
would meet them with a Highway from Emterprise to the Washingtonl
line.As a very good road had already been made from Enterprise to
Flora.and invited the Wallowa County Citizens to meet with them
As a survey had been made over the Rattlesnake Bear Creek route,
via Hansens Ferry.Which was preferred by the Clarkston Citezens
As it was learned later, that some Clarkston people had located
some coal and mineral claims on Grand Ronde River.and wanted the
Highway to go as near these claims as possible.It was estimated
this section of the road,would cost $500.000,.

This Highway project bet een Clarkston,lewiston and Enterprise
was born at the meeting held in Clarkston and Lewiston,Feb.IOth,
I920.And a delegation from Wallowa County attended the meeting

Those from Wallowa Valley,chartered a special Pullman Car, and

those from the Lost Prairie District,went across by the Deer Crk

.
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[route.Those from Wallowa County were F.A Clzstrk,G.W.Iﬁratt.J.H.Dob’i;h >
&

A.¢c,Miller,F,D.Rinehart,E,B.,Knapp,J.A,Burleigh, W.F.Savage,J,J .Baue r
Ben Weathers,D.W.Sheahan,Dr.H.A.Shaff;},E.M.Billings.L.B.Payne
P.¥.Creamer,R,J,Campbell,Mac Hoke,Max Wilson,J,¥,.Farrell,C,N.Mille )
W.S.8trickler,C.M,Lockwood,W,B,McInturff,A.R,Bodner,G.E Skaggs,
G.P.Cheney,Walter Spear,W,.B,Fordice,W,H.Baker,A,L.G0osh, Paul Moore,
George Frazier,W.G.Ericksom,J,.S.Kenville,J,T.Hall,D,W.,Kuhn, Albert
Wilson,J.W.,McCauley.Eli Smith,and s, Morrison.At this meeting,a
resolution was drawn up as follows.

This Committee recomends that a survey be mad of all available
routes ,between Clarkston Washington,And the Oregon State Highway
,in Wallowa County,Oregon as now designated.meaning the raradise

rdute or survey,and that this association support the route found
by the State Highway Commission of Washington and Oregon.to be
the most direct,and cheapest and most feasable.later,in the same
year,another meeting was held in Clarkston,and was attended by
many from Wallowa County.later meetings were held frequently and
the matter was never allowed to drop.And the Officials of both
sides attended these meetings.And the Oregon Representatives ass-
ured the Washington men that Oregon would meet Washington at the
State line.With this assurance,the Washington legislature appro-
iated money to build from Anatone to the Oregon line.Which they d
did.There it had to stop till the location beyond was settled.
Which called for action by Oregon.And Oregon got busy,and adopted
a policy of sending a delegation to every meeting of the Oregon

Commission until they could get results.

At a meeting of Feb.IOth,I920,J.A.Burleigh was appointed Toast
Master.at the banquet ZTlven by the Lewiston and Clarkston Chamber
of Commerce, in honor of the Blue lMountain Tri-State Highway or

Nez Perce Trail.And in his talk he expressed the nesessity of

)
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©©f having the new Highway finished as soon as possible.Saying he
had been over the old Deer Creek road,and it reminded him of a
story he had heard.of a man at Lewiston who had bought himself a
new car,which he was very proud of.And hearing so much of the
beautiful Wallowa Valley he concluded he would take a trip over
there.with the intention of investing in some of the rich virgin
land.So he started early,and when he got to the head of Shoemaker
Canyon and grade,his troubles began.And when he arrived at the
mouth of Deer Creek,two of his tires were gone.And he was running
on the rims,and by the time he got to fhe head of Deer Creek, the
overhanging limbs had torn off the whole top of his car,his other
two tires were in shreds and his radiator was leaking.And he was
as mad as a wet hen.And the first man he met,was Dave Kuhn.And he
began cussing the Wallowa County Roads and asked Dave how the Cit-
izens of the county subsisted anyway.And Dave said,we raise every
think we want to eat,but the Moonshine is very poor drinking.And
not getting any satisfaction from Dave, he drove on to Enterprise.
and parked his car on a side street,and went to hunt a Garage.And
when he got back,he found quite a crowd of men and women standing
around his catmaking remarks as to its condition.And as he got in
to back out,one woman remarked that it was sure a hard looker.And
he flew madder than ever And said.Madam, if you had been over the
roads this car has, Your Carburator would need adjusting, your spak
plugs would be missing, your Radiator leaking,paint all rubbed off

L ane
you your exhaust would be shooting blue smoke,and you would look1

like Hell to.

A survey of the Highway from Enterprise to the Forest Boundary

or timber,was made in spr¥ng of 4893 by C.D.Jones.and showed a
distance of I3,64 miles.

In April, 1935, County Judge L,E.Jorden and County Commissioner
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é arl Whitmore,went to LaGrande to meet with William Duby who S
was on his way to Portlandto meet with the State Highway Commissi if;
and held a brief conference with him on the proposed Highway, from

Enterprise to Lewiston.There being a seven mile gap to finish which
will make about 27 miles of Highway North from Enterprise,up Trout
creek.And the County Court named May 9th,,for hearing any remons-
trance by the dettlers along Trout creek,To the relocation of the
Highway according to the survey of the State Highway Engineers.

In 1893,petitions were circulated by th settlers asking for the
change uf the road up Trout Creek,and nearly all signed an agr-
eement to give a right of way,if the Trout Creekr::;ewas chosen

And about the middle of May I1925,as a preliminary to the Trout
Creek route ,the County Court named three viewers ,namely W.C.
Dorrance,A.M,Pace,and J.D.Walker to adjust any difference between
the settlers,,as to stock passes ,fences,and the moving of buil-
dings.There were only four cases in question.Those of J.W.Childes
J.H.Lindley, Thomas Blow and Aaron Wade..On the Childers place,.
the viewers reccomended a Stock Pass and fenced,moving of a barnH
Hog Pens,Corrals and a I6 foot gate.On the Lindley place, Bight of
way,he was allowed $450.00 in lieu of cattle pass whth neccesary
fencing and gated .On the Blow plghe, of way,he only asked a dirt
road be made from his house to the Highway,which was allowed.And
on the Aaron Wade right of way,he asked for the nessecary gates
and fences and the spring piped to a certain place and a trough
put in.and all to be made permanent.®,¥,Johnson,®B.,A.Hart and J.S
Wagner were the arbitraters.The Morrison Knutson Co.had this con-
tract.

The Highway Commission stressed the idea of having a strip of
timber 500 feet wide on each sime of the Highway through the for-
est as pleasure grounda

At the Jan.I1926 term,of County Court,at Enterprise,a resolutim
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lwaa passed pledging the County to contribute $I0.000 to match P

the #35.000 contributed by the Bureau of public roads to construct ~£s
seven miles of the North road from Red FPir,nearly to Flora this i
being a continuation of the road to Clarkston and Lewiston.
In April,1926,C.F.Evans,Sam Evans,John Currey,D.W.Kuhn,J.S.Ap-
plegate and A.S,.lawson signed over to the County Court a right of
way through their land.This brought the raod about one third of a

mile Bast of the Applegate Corner.The road is to be 80 feet wide |

and will bring it to within IO miles of the Washington line.

In Sep.I936,County Judge Edgar Marvin went to Portland again
Po meet with the State Highway Commission and he was assured the
North Highway would be finished as promised.

In Oct.I936,Contracts prowided for the grading of the Shelton
Ranch Flora Section of the Nez Perce Trail Highway,6.I4 nmiles
this carried the present Flora road nearly to the Washington line
This section of the road was completed,July 3Ist,I937.

In Wov.I936, The Company moved in on the Enterprise lewiston
Highway or Nez Perce Irail and put 30 men to work clearing the

right of way at the forthern end where the road starts down the
canyon by the Buford Creek route and the crew boarded at Flora.

In Dec.I936,heavy machinery was brought in by the Company for

construction of the grade as the right of way was all cleadared
and in Feb.I937, the Company began work at the head of Bufors
canyon 3nd continued North toward the Yrand Ronde River.

In i;::g 1937,the Washington State Legislature approiated
money to complete the Nez Perce Trail,which is known there as
the Blue Mountain Highway to the Oregon line and bridge the Gr-
and Ronde River.This ful#illed the dream of the Asotin County
Citizens for over 20 years.When it was first conceived that a

standard Highway should be built fradm Asotin to Enterprise.



| In April 1937,The Wasgington State Highway Commuission with
Russell Simmons as Highway Supervisor ,began grading the Highwy
from Asotin South to the Grand Remde River and to bridge the Gra
Ronde river.
In April 1937, the tri-state Highway,locally named the Nez Pee
Trail, was now assured, The Clarkston Chamber of Commerce inwited
all who could attend ,to be present at a banquet May I5th, I937
and secretary George E.Richards of the Enterprise Chamber, was
asked to line up all eligi%lea and arrange for them to atten tle
the banquet.The banquet was entirely in the hands of the Clar-
kston Chamber which originated the idea of a route from Clarkst
to Enterprise.and felt a celebration was timely,and unamiously
elected J,A.Burleigh as Tost Master for the occasion.

May I5th,I1937,the delegation from Enterprise, left early.Most
of them going over the unspeakable Deer Creek-Shoemaker Hill
route.to help along the cause of a good Highway between this
County and Clarkston.The occasion was a great dinner that evenin

'in Smith Hall that evening at Clarkston and to meet with some
of the Officials of the State Highway Commission,of both Orego
and Washington in connection with the Blue Mountain Highway or
Nez Perce Trail.Arriving there early, the Wallowa County and Cla-
rkston Officials met with wm8htalked the Highway construction,
before the banquet,which was held at 7 P.M.Those who went from
Wallowa County were Mr and Mrs,M.J.Rutherford,lr and Mrs A.M.Pae
Mr and lrs C,N,Miller,Mr and ¥rs.W,S.Strickler,Mr and Nrs J.F.
Irwin,Mr and Mrs ¢.W,Franklin,Mr and Mrs H.O.Harmon,lr and Mrs
W.C.Rosewall,Nr and lirs James S,Clark,Mr and Mrs W.B.Fordice
Mr and Nrs C,.T.Hockett,Mr_gnd Mrs J.A.,Burleigh,¥r and Mrs G.P
Cheney,¥rs.Nina Gibson,lMrs George €.Clark,J,.H,Dobbin, &,A,Cheney
Max Wilson, Albert Wilson,S,.D.Keltner,S,F.Nobles,Willard Fordice

J.H.Horner,A.L.Emmons.C.H.Zurcher,R.J.Campwell,Frank A.Clark,
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Fnd RoscoM,Green.The latter was County Commissioner of Asotin
County.But has interests in both counties.The plates were 75¢
after the banquet,a programme was »endered with talks from differ
Officials through a Megaphone.as the hall was too large for the
listeners to hear distinetly.There were over 400 at this banquet
including the Governor of Washington and Idaho.And Lacy V. Murrow
Director of Highways of Oregon, represented Governor Chas.H.,Martin
of Oregon,as the Governor was unable to attend on account of Stae
business at Salem.Murrow said there was about three and oneffhailfh
miles on the Oregon part that was not yet,under contract,which
would cost $275.000 and as yet,no money had been allocate for that
and could not say when the funds would be available as that part
of the road,was not in the Forest Reserve..But the State Highway
Commission and Governor Chas.H.,Martin of Oregon was keeping busy.
Nov.3Q@th I937,The part of this survey that was in the Forest
Reserve was designated at Washington D,€.as part of the Federal
Highway System
July 6th,1938,The Asotin County Board or Court,consisting of
Chairan Bynum Brown and Commissioners Rosco M,&reen and Al Dick
was to Enterprise in a Plane,piloted by Bert Zimmerly of ILewistonp
Idaho, to meet with the Wallowa County Court.This was said to be
a courtesy visit.But was assumed to be in the interests of the
Nez Perce Trail.After which the Pilot tooktheWallowa County Comm-
issioners H,0,Harmon and ¥,W.Hanmack and engineer @,G.Jacob in a
flight over Wallowa Valley.And the visitors returned in the after
noon.
July 22nd, 1938,a contract for construction of another mile
of the Nez Perce Trail,wae let by the U,.S.Bureau of public roads
at Portland to EL Gates for $75.000

August,1938,the State of Washington, began a re-survey of

sidol
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ibout four miles of the road to the Oregon line.to complete the A
road It will cost Washington about $I30.000 and to complete about
three miles on the Oregon side,it wilX™eost about $200.000

vonday,Oct.3rd, 1938, the Wallowa County Court and Engineer G.G.
Jacob,attended the Asotin dedication of the new Asotin Court Hous
This was a courtesy visit.and in the interests of the Nez Perce
Trail,which the two County Courts discussed while in Enterprise

Tues.Oct.25th, 1938, achinery and equipment for the N.P.Trail
was moved to Buford Creek Camp.by EL Gates who had the contract
for $75.000.When this contract is finished,it will bring the road
within two miles of the State line.

Feb.1939,2 bill was introduced in the Washington Iegislature
for an approiation of $I150.000 to build the bridge across the
river and complete the Highway to the Orego® line.

Jan.I1939,8100.000 was allocated for the road,which will extend
it the one and four tenths miles which will take it within one
half mile of Yashington State line.

TheAsotin County Sentinel of Jan.3rd, I94I, says Contractor for
bridge across Grand Ronde River, is Henry Hegaman the contract
price is $44,69I.The Nez Perce Trail or Blue Mountain Highway is
designated as the Inland Empire Highway or State #3.The Steel
bridge is 283 feet long.

At tne last session of the Washington lLegislature this Highway
was removed from the Washington State Highway from a point at the
top of Asotin Hill to the Oregon line.Which threw this road on
Asotin County.Objections were made immediately by the Enterprise
Chamber of Commerce,and Mayor Rutherford, to ascertain the status

of the situation and the Clarkston Chamber of Commerce adopted

resolutions urging that the Highway would be put back on the State

Highway S ystem.

\~~.

-




3504 TEFD

k The C,E.Oneil, construction Co.was awarded the contract for ex-
tending the Lewiston-Enterprise Highway, from the Grand Ronde
River . to the Oregon line .And XNQy.9th,I946,moved their equipment
to the ground and in I} days,had a one way road over the bridge
And E.L.6 arret and Janey Boggan ,had the honor of being the first
to cross the bridge in a I937 Model T Ford.followed by Mrs.FlFleas
in a V8 Ford.who can drive out to his front door.Mr.Garret said
he had been waiting 30 years for this privage.

The first private car to go thrpugh the new Lewiston Enterprise
Highway,was wed.Oct.I5th,I1947.Those in the car were M.J.Rutherford
Yayor of Enterprise,State Senator,C,HHZurcher, County Judge, Ben
Weathers,and L,E.,Jorden.They were notified that the Highway would
be passable at IO o'clock.So they left hurridly at II o'clock and

followed

drove through at I-30 P,M.and other cars damse through immediately
The distance to the Washington line is 45 miles and to the river,
50 miles.Sat.Oct.I8th, 1947, James Daugherty who operates the Lew-
iston Enterprise Stage,brought his passengers ower the new Highway
This was the first passenger Stage to drive over.The contractors
let him come through as a matter of courtesy.As the new road was
nit completed enough to let all drive over it.Tues,Nov.2nd, 1947,
at a Chamber of Commerce at Enterprise,lt was announced that the
State Engineers reccomended the closing of the Highway for the wins
as it would be dangerous for traffic.

Stumped again.No money available for surfacingthe Highway on the
Oregon side.The latter part of Nov.6I members of the gifferent
members of the Cahamber of Commerce made a good wilirtg Spokane

Iewiston and Clarkston in the interests of the surfacing Oregon
part of the Highway;td™~be ready for the summer coming Tourists.
Also the public will be invited to suggest an appropriate name

for the Highway.As the Blue }Mountain Tri-state and Enterprise

G 60/




IQLewiston Highway does not seem appropriate.The Nez Perce Trail
or Highway, suggested by George Cheney at the first, seems to be
the most appropriate .As this Highway,follows very closely the
014 Nez Perce Trail from Lewiston and Clarkston to the Wallowa Lake
and other old Indian Trails.
Members of the Highway Committee of the Lewiston Clarkston Chambes
of Commerce,met Dec.I9th,I947,at the Lewis and Clark Hotel mulled
76 names in the name contest.Joseph Trail won with 48.whimas en-
dorsed by the Nez Perce Indians .Other names received 28 votes.
Other names were were voted, HIVEKEISH Nez Perce for big center
IDOROWASH a combination of Idaho,Oregon and Washington and HIILO,
Highway.These names were sent to Joseph and Enterprise Chambers
Which will be returned with their names and votes.
In Xpril, 1947, The Enterprise Lewiston Highway took another set
back .A Telegram was receiied from the State Highway Commission
that a call for bids could not be made or contracts let,until Con
gress approproiated more money which has not beeﬁ.The public roads
administration and the State Highway commission representarives
had previously given positives assurance to local delegations
that funds for completion of the highway,had been appropriated
and definately earmarked for this job.And that the Highway would
be completed by June 30th.Considerable indignation is beinf exp-
ressed over the broken promises.The general opinion,among the
Wallowa County Citizens is that Spokane and Idaho,are bucking
this.road,on account of our scenic attractions which are the gra-
ndest in the northwest.As Wallowa County has only about 4000
feet to connect with the Washington road.which is already comp-
leted to the Oregon line.
The last week of April 1947,a delegation consisting of C.A .
Bennett Forest supervisor,M.J.Rutherford,Mayor of Enterprise,and

George Dawson County Commissioner,all from Enterprise,Went to

o
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Jortland to consult with Highway Officials ,concerntng completion ~:5
of the Lewiston Enterprise Highway.,and they assured them, that the ;::
Highway would be completed and the eontract would still be let, |
before summer.,
Monday May 26th,good will embassords visited Lewiston and Spo-
kane areas from Enterprise in I2 Planes from Joseph,Wallows and
Enterprise,to advertise the scenic attractions and business opper-
tunities in Wallowa County. when the Highway was completed.Those
asking the trip were,Bill ¥cKinley,Dan Russell,Chris @ould,Jack Cat
Cathcart,George Peal,Chas.Daggett,Chuck Oswald,F rank MecCully,Byron
(Doc)Henry,Roy Dolan,Glen Sprague,les Sanner,From Joseph,C.A.Bernetl
A.,C,Dalgleish,C arl Miller,Tom Canivan,D r,E.R.Sharff,George Thom-
pson,R,V.Chrisman,&.T.Coffin,Jim Best,W,J ,Ortman,Ray Dunsmore,
Frank Hill,John Bornsteadt,Adolph S kovlin,From Fnterprise,Vern Namoh
Stanley Shell,L.E}ﬁibaniqmgﬁféﬁfﬁgllowa.They were feasted at all
the towns. ™ |
74 representatives met at the Lewis and Clark Hotel,from Jokeph
Enterprise,Wallowa,Asotin,and Lewiston,June 28th, to makepland for
the formal opening of the Chief Joseph Trail and agreed on a Cel-
ebration, Aug.28th, Saturday,at Field Spring Park.on the Washington
side of the Grand Ronde River
Aug.28th, the Highway was offiially opened, Sat.afternoon,by cutt-
ing of three red white and blue strands of ribbon across the Hig-
hway.by Paul W,Hyatt,Associate Justice of the Idaho supreme court
C.H.Zurcher,State Senator gg:m Union and Wallowa Counties and
Clarence D,Shain,Olympia,Washington State Highway Director.There
were app.3000 in attendance.Three Barbacued Beef were furnished
by Jidge Tipprett of Wedlowa CountyHoward Roup of Cloverdale, Wash.

and Chambers of Commerce of Joseph and Enterprise.IO0 gallons of

boiled beans,I23 pounds of Coffee,Packages of Potato Chips and
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knd 4000 Buns .The latter runout and a hurry-up cal was sent out <

for more.Justice Hyatt delivered the principal adress.He paid z::
particular tribute to J,.A.Burleighyd ,F,Farrell of Enterprise,and 2

Williem Huette and Elmer Halsey of ®larkston.

Joseph Blackeagle ,ILapwai,Sec.of the tribal Council gave an ex
excellant talk,Charley Wilson of Spalding,another Nez Perce Indian
who was attired in full tribal regalia declared that I am glad
that the Highway has been called after our Chief

NESEIT BUTTE and CREEK.

Empties into Gum Boot Creek.Named for William Nesbit,who was
Camp Tender for A,G.Butterfields sheep.Thre is a Forestry Lookout
on this Butte .Butterfield was considered the best judge of sheep
in Wallowa County,and specialized in the Hampshire€ breed.
0.K.GULChH

BEmpties into the Lower Prairie Creek district.Named for John
Creighton.Who rounded up his cattle there,where he ha@ corrals
in the late '70s.and early'80s.He branded OK on left hip.His Cork
were on the East side of the Gulch at some springs.The old Imnaha
and Butte road went up this Gulch.The Creighton road or lane

near to Joseph

running South from this gulch was named the Creighton lLane. He tk
up land on the Rast side of this lane under the Deert act in
1878,Which was Desert land at the time,but when later the Canals
were taken out of the lake for irrigation,the seepage made a

Swamp of most of it.The frame house built on this land was the

second was the second frame house built in Wallowa Valley in

spring of 1879.The lumbgihwas heuled from Grand Ronde Vallgpover

Smith ¥ountain.David ¥cCully,who was a brother-in law Creighton

built the house and John Patterson helped(See Fence Creek ,ete,) |
And J.L.Hembelton (See Alder)made the Shakes to cover it.This |
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'land would raise a remunerative crop of grain and vegetables
without irrigation modt of years,But Creighton said it would not
And he got witnesses when he made ®inal Proof to prove it by.

This land was so0ld by Creighton Heirs in I940,to Irwin Mann, of

Ao
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Pendleton,Oregon ,for $40.00.As it being sub-irrigated made exceRjent

pasture.

OILD MAN CREEK and OLD MAN CAYYON.
Empties into Cerry C reek.Named for William Makin.(See Iittle
Sheep C reek)for the reason his séns Elzie 0,Mekin,had a place
below and Al Nakin had a place on the creek below Elzkies.And
they named this creek OLD MAN CREEK, to designate them.William
Makin, the aboves father,gave @eorge Cusker and his brother, $25.00
for their squatters right on this creek for their sheep range
ORO DELL, (UNION COUNYY)

Named,I am informed by J.P.Morelock who was raised in Grand
Ronde Valley,near Summerville,for the finding of 70 or 80 dollars
in Gold near the place.The word being a Spanish word,meaning Gold
Dell.William J,.,Snodgrass,Homesteaded the site and had a Stage Sta-
tion Hotel,Store,Post Office and School House in early '60sthere
It was said Captain Harlow named the place.He came to Grand Ronde
Valley in 1862 or 3.It was said Captain Harlow named the place.He
was Captain at one tiom of the boat RIP VAN WINKLE

Daily Evening Standard,Wed.evening Geb.2Ist,1877, says.parties
have been busy for several days ,surveying the much talked of
ditch,for conveying waterof Grand Ronde River from OronDell to a
point a short distance below Ia@Grande.

OWL CREEK, Formerly BLEZ&NS CREEK .

Empties into Big Sheep Creek.Named for the large Hoot Owls killed

there.by EBd Hepburn and others.But J.J.Rlevans said this creek

was named for three hunters who were camped there in late '70s
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and the Owls Hooting there from different directions caused them
to think it was Indians signaling one another.by the Bird langu-
age at night.And they moved their &amp.(See Prairie Creek and
Alder for Blevans.)

COYSTERLSPRING.

Named for the numerous Mussel shells around the spring.These
Mussel Shells were called Oysters,by the Indians,which they bake
in the fire coals till their hard sheels bursts open and are
considered quite a delicacy.They are known as Bivalve Mussels.

(See Prairie Creek)
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