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Tape 1, Side 1 
1982 June 2 

 
 

LB: Mr. Francis, are you a native Oregonian? 

 

FRANCIS: Yes, I was born in Portland March 20, 1915, of Swedish immigrant parents. 

 

LB: How long had your parents been here? 

 

FRANCIS: My mother came as a small girl. My father came, and I'm not sure of his exact 

age, but it would be in his late teens, as I understood it. His father had been killed in 

Sweden while effecting an arrest, I guess. I have a copy of the court transcript of the trial 

of the murderer. And then after he learned the trade of blacksmithing, he came to America. 

 

LB: And why did he come to the Northwest? Do you have any idea? 

 

FRANCIS: The reason, I believe, they came was that he had a half-brother who came 

and then obtained money for his mother and sisters and his brothers to come to America. 

My father became a citizen, a matter of which he was very proud, and followed the trade 

of blacksmithing and horseshoeing as long as that became a profitable way of living. The 

trade was something which is not as prevalent as it was when livestock was a means of 
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farming. You had to have horses and mules and things such as that. It was looked upon, at 

that time, as a very honorable way of making a living and rather profitable. 

 

LB: This was in Portland? 

 

FRANCIS: No. He worked in Portland but then we went to Woodburn and he 

blacksmithed there. I attended the third, fourth, and fifth grades in Woodburn. Then we 

returned for one year to Portland. My grandmother was ill and, in those days, there were 

really close relationships in the family. My mother attended to her until she died and my 

dad had employment in Portland. Then we went out to a farm which she had owned all 

these years between St. Paul and Gervais. I attended a one room country schoolhouse and 

graduated from Gervais High School. 

 

LB: You mentioned that your father was a blacksmith. Did your mother work? 

 

FRANCIS: My mother had been a seamstress. As a child, she made our clothing for us. 

She was very able in those ways. Both of them were, I think, hardworking people. 

We surely learned to work hard when we were young. 

 

LB: You mentioned that you lived on a farm near Gervais. Did you assist in the operation 

on the farm? 

 

FRANCIS: Yes. And that was one of the reasons, I think, I wanted to do something else 

because I recall one evening cleaning out the barn and the cow manure slid down the 

handle and into the jacket that I was wearing. I removed the jacket and concluded for sure 

that there had to be a better way of living than that. 

However, there was another thing that occurred during those years that I regret isn't 

possible for young people today. We lived on the Willamette River and we had an island 
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on the river. We lived on the upland [and knew] the absolute joy of playing on that river. 

Sometimes [it was] not always a joy. One time my brother and I sneaked off to go swimming 

in the nude. We hung our clothes on the willow and a hive of bees settled on it. We were 

stuck out there in the water. We didn't dare move. It got more frigid and we didn't know 

what the horses were doing. We were supposed to be cultivating corn and we'd sneaked 

off. That was a very unhappy hour until the bees flew away and we got our clothing back. 

But the Huck Finn adventure of roaming on the river was just delightful. I fear that 

that happy existence isn't there so much as it used to be. It compensated for the hard work 

you had to do because when you were free — and the riverboats came. In the night you 

would get your rowboat out in a wake that it would create and you'd ride that. It was just 

real fun. 

One memory that I've never forgotten, and I attempted to record it in a poem, was 

that I saw a heron one-night flying into the moon. There was the circle of the full moon and 

then the heron flying toward it. It was absolutely beautiful with the reflection of the moon 

on the water and that sight of the heron [was] magnificent. So, there were compensations 

for the hard times that we had to live through. The Depression was beginning and things 

weren't that good. 

 

LB: You mentioned the riverboats. Can you tell me anything about the river traffic at that 

time? 

 

FRANCIS: Yes, the place that we lived had been an old town, it was called Fairfield. I 

have corresponded with people who lived there. I'm trying to think of the name of the 

author of the book [Samuel L. Simpson], but there's a poem "The Beautiful Willamette" and 

the author of it came from Fairfield. It says that his father had a store and warehouse there. 

When I was a little boy, there was still a warehouse standing. The school is gone, the church 

is gone, everything is gone. But it had, at one day, been – there had been saloons and 

stores and all kinds of things there. But when the river traffic ended, it stopped. However, 
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the Northwestern and another boat called The Stranger made trips and one time we got 

some stuff for our house from the Northwestern then had to sled it up from the bank of the 

river up onto the upland to use. But it was always a sight, especially at night when the boat 

would come by and its searchlight would be penetrating the darkness and stirring up all 

the wildlife. It was real fun to get out on a boat and get underneath the — you'd get behind 

the boat; it was real fun. 

 

LB: Did you ever ride on the boats? The big boats? 

 

FRANCIS: No, never did. We had a deal when the dredges came by and we would trade 

berries we would pick for pies. If we furnished them with so much wild blackberries or 

Himalayas or whatever, why, then they would give us a pie. So, they got a bunch of little 

boys working for them picking berries for pies that their mothers never knew they had. 

 

LB: What did your family do for recreation on the farm? 

 

FRANCIS: Very little. We had no electricity until recent years when we were out there. 

It was principally, as I say, just going along fishing and things like that. 

I had three younger brothers. There was nothing that was really planned. About the 

only thing you had was an annual picnic, a Fourth of July picnic that was held, and school 

activities and things like that. 

 

LB: What kind of books did you read when you were a boy? 

 

FRANCIS: I was fortunate. I read, when I was in the seventh grade, Victor Hugo's Jean 

Val Jean, Les Misérables. | remember that very vividly. I had the book called The Book of 

Knowledge and we had an encyclopedia at home. Zane Grey, of course, the wild west and 

all that. I was what they called a Lone Scout — they didn't have any Boy Scout troop. I 
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would take Boy's Life. You didn't have much opportunity for reading. When we were in 

Woodburn, that was different — they had a city library. You could go there and read, but 

out in the country, it wasn't that good. 

When I got to high school, I had a principal that he and I had some differences from 

time to time. But he encouraged me to read things like Darwin and Emanuel Kant's Critique 

of Pure Reason and things that were possibly a little heavy for the average high school 

student. But he encouraged me to read those things. 

 

LB: When you were in high school, what did you hope to accomplish? Did you have any 

kind of career in mind? 

 

FRANCIS: I had a career pretty well determined, or a dream, rather. I wasn't sure I could 

accomplish it. But from the time I was in Woodburn as a boy, I think I had dreamed to 

become a lawyer. In my [high school] annual, opposite my picture, there was written, "In 

arguing, too, this person has a skill. For even though vanquished, he will argue still." I 

managed to hold a number of student body and class offices. Sometimes my teachers 

weren't altogether happy with me, but I enjoyed very much the – what I think I enjoyed 

most was the opportunity of discussion which we had in student body meetings and things 

such as that. 

 

LB: You mentioned before our interview that your father had passed along some ideas 

to you as a young man. 

 

FRANCIS: Yes, and I can't help but to feel that, perhaps, first generation Americans are 

more sensitive to the obligation of the citizen under our social contract than those who just 

are born to it and do not understand what it really is. But out in the barn where we'd be 

working, my dad was a great admirer of Borah and McNary and all of those. Later, I had 
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the opportunity of meeting McNary. The responsibility of citizenship and the need to 

participate as a citizen –. 

My dad never went beyond – he would be elected to the school board several times 

in different communities and had strong ideas. I have no doubt but that the "liberal 

Republican" that I became was the result of listening to him as we would pitch hay, 

accepting, of course, since it came from him, what the truth was. Although, when I was at 

Willamette, I toyed with Norman Thomas and Socialism That was a phase that I suppose 

many young people experience, opposition to a strong central government and a belief in 

the right of the individual. But the responsibility of the individual to function was made very 

impressed upon me as a young person and we're conditioned by those things. 

 

LB: What did you decide to do then when you graduated from high school? 

 

FRANCIS: I wanted to be a lawyer. I had the experience as a young boy growing up in 

Woodburn of seeing [Blaine McCord?] and observing the great respect which everyone 

had for him. It wasn't just a little boy watching him because when [Blaine McCord?] died, 

the Oregonian published an editorial entitled "The Passing of the Country Lawyer." I am 

sure that I wanted to be a person such as he and I'm sure that I haven't been but, in any 

event, I wound up being a country lawyer. 

Then when I was in high school, someone from Salem who was a state 

representative came out and addressed the Grange and I was just absolutely 

overwhelmed because how wonderful it would be if a person could be both a lawyer such 

as this person and a state representative. So, I had another dream. And they both came 

true. 

 

LB: Where did you attend law school? 
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FRANCIS: I started out at Willamette. I started there. I had a $200 award from the 

Leopold Shepp Foundation, but at midterm, the crop of carrots I had froze, and I had to 

quit. I went to work for… 

 

LB: Were you supplementing your income, then, by farming? 

 

FRANCIS: I had raised an acre of carrots and my idea was to — My second semester 

the sale of the carrots was to float me through the second semester and they froze and I 

had to quit. The saddest boy In Oregon at that time was the night I sat on the senior bench 

at Willamette thinking I would never get to sit there. Then I heard of Northwestern, which 

was a night law school in Portland, which I then enrolled in. I completed the course there 

working first in a furniture factory and then was editor of a community newspaper and then 

for the Portland school system as a janitor and finally [I was] assistant custodian at Mt. 

Tabor grade school. I have a letter somewhere from the Portland school system saying 

anytime I want to go back as a janitor, there's a job waiting for me. [Laughs] 

 

LB: Judge Francis! 

 

FRANCIS: I'll have to tell you, I told a lobbyist one time and he'll remain nameless. I 

shouldn't have started this, but he wanted to know what I could suggest to teachers as to 

how they could get along better with legislators. I said, "My advice is 'Be kind to your janitor. 

Tomorrow he may be your senator.'" 

 

LB: Oh, that's funny. You've had varying jobs then. What happened after you graduated 

from law school? Did you pass the bar? How did it go? 

 

FRANCIS: Yes, I passed the bar. It was a horrible experience; you never forget it. It's a 

very intense, difficult period of your life. There was a note on the bulletin board from the 
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Chamber of Commerce in Dayton saying that they wanted a lawyer. So, I came out here 

and they offered me a job during the interim between the bar examination and admission. 

 

LB: What year was this, by the way? 

 

FRANCIS: This was 1937. I was 22. I had really gone too fast. I went through grade 

school in seven years and then in my junior year in high school, I had been out a semester. 

I was ill with mastoiditis. So, I had to do that in three and a half years and then I did my law 

school. Anyway, I was 22 and I crossed the park here, the courthouse square. The church 

next door, the Baptist church, had gladiola blooming in the front yard and behind it was a 

red hill with the clouds causing shadows to kind of deflect on the hills. It was beautiful and 

I just made up my mind that this is where I wanted to live, to raise my family, and to be. 

 

LB: Were you married at that time? 

 

FRANCIS: No. What happened there was that I was boarding with some people in a 

house just at the end of the block here. The gentleman who had it asked me to come down 

to the tavern one night. There was an old fellow there that had been deprived of his old 

age pension. I went down there and felt sorry for the guy and everyone in the tavern felt 

supportive of him. His son had loaned him money and his way of paying it back was 

deeding the house to him, but then they cut off his pension because they said that that 

was a fraudulent act or something like that. 

So, I said, "Yes, I'll get him his pension back," which was quite a promise. Finally, 

they sent the social worker out to negotiate this with me. I bought her a Coke and pretty 

soon we got married. [Laughs] I tell people that a lawyer will do anything for a client. But I 

got him his pension back. That was in 1939, two years after I came here. 

 

LB: So you had had an established practice by that time? 
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FRANCIS: Yes. 

 

LB: Were you still by yourself? 

 

FRANCIS: Do you mean in practicing law? 

 

LB: Yes. 

 

FRANCIS: From time to time. [Judge Blensly?], for example, who's our circuit judge, 

came in here with me when I was district attorney. Don used this room and I used the room 

back there [motions], it was back of the reception area. Then when I was the district 

attorney, he was my deputy and we were the whole show. I had another fellow by the 

name of [Joe Meier?], who was with me for a while, and [John Lean?], but principally I have 

been [by myself]. [John Lean?] practiced independently after he was admitted to the bar. 

He practiced in here for a while, but it's been just an independent thing. 

 

LB: What kind of a practice is it? 

 

FRANCIS: Now I don't do any trial work. I used to. I had a reputation that I think is 

undeserved for courtroom ability. It wasn't fun. There's nothing more nerve wracking than 

the experience of going into a courtroom and someone's going to win and someone's 

going to lose. You're like a gladiator in ancient Rome. A lot of it is preparation and a lot of 

it is the manner in which you handle yourself in the courtroom. 

This is digressing, but one thing I learned when I was on the bench was that lawyers 

did not understand why they lost and that it was frequently the behavior of their witness’ 

and their client. They're sitting behind the lawyer and he doesn’t see it. 
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LB: I see. 

 

 FRANCIS: I always used this thing [points to a guide] for pointers for witness’ to educate 

my witness’ in how to behave in court, because some of the things that they would do — I 

felt sorry for lawyers. The Jury was watching the litigant and the litigant’s behavior was 

sometimes such that it was prejudicing the cause.  That’s a digression. 

 

LB: Interesting.  Let's get back to your career. I think I made a note that in 1940 you 

were mayor of Dayton. 

 

FRANCIS: I was elected in 1940 for 1941. At that time, I was the second youngest mayor 

in the United States. I was the youngest mayor in Oregon. 

 

LB: Wow! Why did you decide to run for mayor? 

 

FRANCIS: In that time we were becoming active in Oregon Young Republicans and 

what happened was that I had run for the Legislature and got licked. I was defeated in the 

primary and there was an election contest over the primary. I took the case, I and a lawyer 

from Portland by the name of [Albert Streiff?]. [l] took the case of the real winner and took 

it to the Supreme Court, validated the election which – the fellow whom I defeated was 

Peter Zimmerman and Peter Zimmerman deserves recognition in history because of the 

wonderful speech he made and which I heard as a freshman at Willamette when the 

Criminal Syndicalism Law was enacted. 

Later, in the next election, I defeated Pete in the primary. But after my defeat in the 

primary and, of course, understand how young I was, I don't blame the public for not voting 

for me, although it broke my heart. l thought the world had ended. The people here, I think, 

maybe to make me feel better or something, made me their mayor. I'd been president of 

the Chamber of Commerce and I worked in the town for a lot of things. 
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Governor Sprague had appointed me earlier to the Willamette Valley Project 

Committee, which was to construct dams to prevent the damage that floods were doing in 

the Willamette Valley, The Detroit Dam and others were constructed. So, I had achieved a 

little bit of political position. I was secretary of the state Young Republicans around that 

time, too. I'm not sure just when it was. 

 

LB: Why did you decide to become a Republican? 

 

FRANCIS: The Democratic Party was the dominant party at that time. But to me it was 

inconsistent with the ideals Jefferson expressed. I've always called myself a Jeffersonian 

Republican. I think he expressed it well in the Declaration of Independence that we're born 

free; possessed of unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; and that 

government derives its powers from the just consent of the governed. We have a contract 

with government and I believe that the determination of what's to happen to myself would 

be mine with a minimum of government. As I say, I had a father who believed in rather the 

Populous Republican concept and it was not difficult for me to do that. 

I did have trouble with my party because I believed in public ownership of 

hydroelectric. I didn't think that that was anybody's property except the public, the water. 

That ran counter to the philosophy of many of my party members In 1947, I chaired the anti-

sales tax committee that defeated the sales tax. 

That was with labor and farm organizations supporting it, but certainly not my party. 

I was looked upon as a heretic for doing that. I was also president of the Oregon Young 

Republicans the same year. 

 

LB: Now we're moving from your experience as mayor of Dayton to your participation 

in the Legislature. Why did you decide to become a member of the Legislature? 
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FRANCIS: Again, I think it was the little boy's dream of having seen this person and 

trying to have that achieved. So, after 1943, then, I was elected. I had both parties' 

nominations and I enjoyed all of the 20 years I was there except one time when the 

Democratic Party fielded a candidate. Well, I'd get the write-ins, you see, but I failed to. But 

the candidate withdrew during a period of time in which the central committee could not 

appoint a successor, so that was an exception. I always had both nominations except that 

one time, that time I went in unopposed. 

 

LB: Were you always in the House? 

 

FRANCIS: No. I served in the House for 12 years and in the Senate for eight years. In 

the House I chaired the committee on Judiciary two occasions. On one occasion I chaired 

the committee on statute revision. We rewrote the laws of Oregon. We didn't do it, a 

commission had, but I chaired the committee that held the hearings having to do with the 

complete revision of all the laws of the state. At the same time, I did that, I was chairman 

of the judiciary. 

 

 [End of Tape 1, Side 1] 
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LB: It seems to me to be a rather big job to do something like that. How did you handle 

it? 

 

FRANCIS: Of course, we held hearings. The thing I can't help but comment upon is that 

back in those days, when we received $50 per month, $600 a year — and the only 

expenses you were paid was travel, coming and going one time, probably having a wife 

as your secretary because she could get maybe $1000 which helped feed you during that 

period, the legislators didn't look upon it as an occupation but as a service. The amount of 

hours that were put in on work and work was just really remarkable. Not by all of them, but 

the great majority were hard working people who were looked upon in their community 

very highly. I enjoyed just immensely the work that I did there. It was a real joy. The debates 

were so skillful. I have heard people moved by argument, by good, sincere argument. The 

privilege of meeting people that otherwise you'd never know was just great. 

I cherish the friendships that I have from those days. I can't help but feel that you 

can look back and say, "Well, this was a contribution which I made which was for the 

better." 

I chaired an interim study on mental retardation and emotional disturbance, we had 

no programs for the educable retarded in our school system; an interim study of criminal 

law that developed the present defense of insanity which is now under attack, which we 

felt was a very desirable thing; a study on marriage and divorce — places where you can 

say that the society in which we live became better because of something which was done. 

So, it isn't just sitting down there and working out taxes, but also trying to improve the life—

this kind of life that we're living. 

 

LB: This would have been about 1943 to 1963? 
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FRANCIS: Yes. What happens there is that when you start in, you have no status. As 

time goes on, you begin to learn how to achieve things and you become recognized as 

having certain interests and certain abilities. So, whoever is presiding will assign you to 

those things provided that you're on the right side when it comes time for assignments 

being made. It's also very political. 

 

LB: I'm sure it is. Who were some of your colleagues in the Legislature? 

 

FRANCIS: I served with Governor Holmes. He and I dissented. We were on the 

Columbia Basin Compact Commission, which was allocating the water and everything of 

the Columbia River. We dissented, neither he or I were reappointed. 

He became governor then. Mark Hatfield, Howard Belton, Tony Yturri, who is 

chairman of the Transportation Commission, a lawyer in Ontario Keith Skelton, Monroe 

Sweetland and, just a host of people. Alf Corbett of Portland, whom I just have tremendous 

admiration for, these were people that you could disagree with very strongly in the best 

courtroom manner and remain close friends. You could debate with them, disagree with 

them; they had beautiful minds and were absolutely beyond reproach as far as integrity 

was concerned. 

 

LB: Were the Neubergers there when you were? 

 

FRANCIS: Yes. Both Dick and Maurine. That's what I say, there was a group of people 

that were real good and they were – I'm thinking of this one when we had capital 

punishment. A fellow that captured Hickman, the kidnapper, who had cut the head of this 

little baby and held the baby's head up to the window to show that it was alive. He had 

captured him and he was in the House. When he got through speaking, he said, "And you 

want someone like that to live?" and he sat down. It was one of the most telling speeches 

I've heard in my life. There was just a scattering of votes to abolish capital punishment 
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when he got through. There was drama at times and it was very sincere, it wasn't phony. 

Then along with it, of course, we had some clowns, you can't help but have that. 

 

LB: What about special interest groups? 

 

FRANCIS: The lobby? 

 

LB: Yes. 

 

FRANCIS: Yes. When I got out the Legislature, I went down there as a lobbyist for the 

sheriffs to kill a bill that would have limited the powers of the sheriffs. The idea of someone 

having a bundle of money which they are going to hand you, maybe because they knew it 

wouldn't do any good, but all the time I was there, there were only two efforts made and 

they were so vague that I couldn't even say that they amounted to anything. The cleverest 

lobby that I saw was one where you could get free drinks if you went up to the room, but 

never any pressure, you just talked and relaxed. But when the vote came, then the morning 

of the vote where this interest would be involved, you would have an excellently written 

statement on beautiful paper on your desk which you would read. And it was always very 

articulate. That was, I think, the best lobby that there was. 

I did hear one fellow one night and I felt sorry for him. I was walking through the 

hallways in the hotel and I heard someone castigating a legislator and he was being cursed 

and he was being told, "I put you in here and I can take you out. Don't you understand?" I 

thought how demeaning it would be to have, you know, somebody be able to talk to you 

like that. But the third House, I think, we have the Capitol Club that polices itself. I don't 

know what goes on today, I can only speak as of then, but I never saw this venal thing that 

you hear about in the old days. 

We heard interesting stories. When the U.S. Senators were elected by the 

Legislature, we heard some really wild stories about what went on — the trades and all the 
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stuff. That was big stuff that went on. The Oregon Historical Society has written an article 

about Medorem Crawford from Dayton, who votes for two people for U.S. Senator, and it's 

very interesting because he reminded them of his votes, one of them dies in battle, Senator 

Baker— [in the] Civil War. Crawford winds up first with a Works Progress Administration 

project of a — I don't mean to demean the man, at all. He votes for the provisional 

government; he’s got all those good things. But he winds up, finally — First they have this 

thing of a protective corps to protect the immigrant trains, he becomes Captain, Medorem 

Crawford, then he's collector of customs. 

There's an interesting article in one of the quarterlies of the Historical Society about 

Medorem Crawford. I wonder what Edgar Lee Masters would say if he saw that tombstone 

of Medorem Crawford's now vandalized and tipped over by vandals here in our cemetery. 

 

LB: Dear me, that's a long history of the Legislature, and then, of course, the election of 

senators by the Legislature. 

 

FRANCIS: Yes, that went out years ago, but we would hear those stories, you see, 

sitting around and talking to the old-timers who had been there in the old days. They'd tell 

us about the… 

 

LB: The folklore of it. 

 

FRANCIS: Yes, about what went on then. 

 

LB: How did you acquire your interest in history? 

 

FRANCIS: I enjoyed it when I was in school. When I was in high school, I gave my history 

book away to a kid that didn't have one. By arguing with the teacher, avoiding having to 

answer questions, I got good grades and never read my book. So, I just loved it — I always 
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have. You can take little kids, I'd take Louis LaBonte's gun, I had some fourth graders in 

Newberg and I talked to them just two weeks ago. They'd become fascinated if you'd tell 

them these stories as real adventure stories that really happened. And here's this fellow 

who defies, in a way, Chief Factor McLoughlin, and who crosses the continent to obtain his 

discharge from the Hudson's Bay Company, comes back. Kill-a-cota, "Little Song Bird," the 

gal that he promised that he would return to, he returns to her; McLoughlin gives him 

supplies so that he can settle in the Willamette Valley and he becomes a community leader. 

You can tell little kids that story. 

Today when boys don't open car doors for girls, they become misty-eyed when they 

hear about a guy that will walk 8000 miles to marry. They ought to make a movie of the 

legend of Louis LaBonte. 

 

LB: I meant to ask you before we moved on to some of your other interests, but, 

switching back a bit, why did you decide to leave the Legislature in 1963? 

 

FRANCIS: Two things. One, I had responsibility to my daughters to see to it that they 

had educations. My eldest wanted to go to Willamette and I was sitting in the backyard 

reading Plutarch's Lives. In there was a story of someone, and I can't tell you know who it 

would be, but some Greek who went into voluntary exile because he thought that people 

needed someone else. I had been there for two decades and I thought that it would be 

appropriate for me to leave. I was really impressed by what I [read] because how do you 

know that what you do is really representative of the will of your people? While I was there, 

I strove to get everything that I could that the people wanted, the local bar wanted. 

Some things were tangible, a turkey show, [to] get them money for the turkey show; 

highways, those kinds of things. I tried to reflect the will of the people who were here, but 

I was greatly impressed by that thing that I read in Plutarch. I remember sitting in the 

backyard and reading that and thinking, "Well, this ought to do it. 20 years and it's not been 

sullied by anything and it's a good point in which to just quit." So, I did because I wasn't 
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defeated; I just concluded after two decades that – I wish I could tell you who it was, but I 

remember reading it in Plutarch's Lives that afternoon. 

 

LB: What did you do after that? 

 

FRANCIS: Then in 1963 — All the time I had my law office going, see. The good people, 

it was incredible — I'd lock it up while I was over at the Legislature and they'd wait with 

their estates and everything for Carl to come back. It was just unbelievable. Then here I'd 

come back and in would come the business again. Then I worked harder — I guess, in 1963 

lobbied for the sheriffs to kill this bill, which I did. I killed it in committee. In 1964 I ran for 

district attorney. I was district attorney for only 15 months. Then I was here for three months, 

alone, without doing anything except practicing law. 

Then Governor Hatfield named me as District Judge and I had to give my practice 

away to people. Then I became District Judge until 1973 — I was president of the District 

Judges' Association the last two years that I was on the bench. Then, for a number of 

reasons did not run again. Since then I've worked toward the unification of the courts, 

which I think is a desirable thing. 

 

LB: Then you've had quite a variety of experiences with your legal background. 

 

FRANCIS: Well, I love it because life has been a smorgasbord and I've been able to 

taste all of these different things. I know what it's like to be on the bench; I know what it's 

like to prosecute a case; I know what it's like to defend a case; I know what it's like to make 

the laws. I've been in all three branches of government and it's really been a delightful 

experience. I couldn't have done it, just think, had I not decided to come to this little town. 

I couldn't have done this, because you couldn't have survived in a competitive place, but 

here you could. 
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LB: That's an interesting philosophy. I asked you about your interest in history and you 

mentioned Louis LaBonte. 

 

FRANCIS: Yes. 

 

LB: And you had some other interests, too, besides that. You mentioned Pleasant 

Armstrong as one. 

 

FRANCIS: Yes, and I thought a while ago that someone had stolen his tombstone. But 

Pleasant Armstrong was one of the many persons who came out to Oregon who really 

lived an adventuresome life. He was involved at the meeting in Champoeg. On his 

tombstone here has a marker indicates his vote for the provisional government there at 

Champoeg. Prior to that time, he was involved in the Star of Oregon, the group who built 

this boat and go to San Francisco and sell it and get livestock cattle and herd 350 cows 

up here. 

Then he gets himself involved in the Rogue Indian War. I hear two versions of his 

dying words. One is, "It's a bully-shot; they got me in the guts." The other one is, “It's a 

dead center shot." In any event, he isn't in our cemetery. He's somewhere down in 

Southern Oregon. The story that I hear is that when the committee from Dayton goes down 

to dig him up — You can read in one place where it says the Indians had chopped his body 

into pieces. In any event, they didn't get the remains back here. They shoved this lead 

coffin in a tree and came home. Years later, loggers were mystified. They cut a tree down 

and up in the branches is a coffin. Poor Pleasant Armstrong! His body isn't here and I 

thought a while ago his tombstone had been stolen. But it had been toppled over by 

vandals and the side where his wife's name was, and where her body lies, was uppermost. 

The side which said "Pleasant Armstrong" on it was down and I didn't know that. I thought 

that someone had stolen the tombstone but I was wrong. It's up again now. 
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LB: At any rate, his remains are not here. 

 

FRANCIS: They're not here, but he was quite a figure in Oregon history. 

 

LB: You mentioned another person that you had investigated and that was Courtney 

Mead Walker. 

 

FRANCIS: Yes, I would have to have notes in order to relate this, but Courtney Mead 

Walker is a vagrant figure in Oregon. He'll appear as a surveyor; he'll appear as a Justice 

of the Peace; he was clerk of the Territorial Legislature. I've said that that makes him first 

Secretary of State of Oregon, but he isn't Francis in any book. He came with the Jason Lee 

party. He floats around. [He] is supposed to have been the first person residing in the city 

limits of Dayton. 

[He is] a highly educated man; his father [was] a United States Senator; his great-

uncle [was] President of the United States. About a dozen years ago my wife and I, we 

have a place down at Pacific City — and we were eating. A woman who taught school was 

there and she identified for me where his grave is. I did not photograph it. I should have. It 

was characteristic of this forlorn life that the man lived because here in the woods between 

Blaine and Beaver, on property belonging to some people by the name of [Borba?], in the 

woods was a fallen log, which was his monument. On the log were the words "Courtney 

Mead." 

The "Walker" either vandals or time had destroyed. And there is the resting place 

of this man who was so involved in Oregon's beginning and [who is] forgotten there in the 

woods. I don't know if it could be found today, but it should really be recognized. There's 

a lady by the name of [Tuthill?]  who has done some research on Courtney Mead Walker 

and this July we have our annual old-timer's picnic here and I understand some 

descendants of Courtney Walker are going to come to Dayton.  But there are so many 

people who had figured in Oregon history who haven't had the press agent to build them 
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up, yet, they are very colorful individuals and I look upon Courtney Walker as such a 

person. 

 

LB: You mentioned to me before the interview [that] Dr. Lewis Alderman, an extremely 

able person, probably has not received a lot of publicity. 

 

FRANCIS: That's right. He's an individual that I had the privilege of knowing. Dr. 

Alderman was born here. His father was an early pioneer and he came back to Dayton 

after he had caused over a million adults to become literate, to learn to read and write. He 

was one of those persons who did not become vain because of achievement. There are 

these individuals that remain very humble and ordinary, he was such a person. He tells in 

his memoirs, which I have had the privilege of reading, of walking from here to McMinnville 

to Linfield College, gesturing as he's walking because he was preparing speeches. He 

wanted to be a lawyer that was his original desire. 

Then he became a teacher and, as you were saying, you were looking at this thing 

I wrote about one time — I have that bad habit of scribbling things. He first went to Halsey 

but he then went to McMinnville, eventually became Superintendent of Schools there, 

became Superintendent of Public Instruction for Oregon, Superintendent of Schools in 

Portland and Eugene, then became involved in federal service and eventually was 

Superintendent of Adult Education for the United States. [He] returned here and died, but 

I can't think of anyone that I have known that has done so much good in his life. 

At Benson Polytechnic in Portland, which was for the training of persons in trade, 

was one of his achievements while he was Superintendent of Schools in Portland. All the 

way he went was along this business of improving the lot of others. He, again, is a person, 

I think, history has forgotten. But I had the great honor of knowing him and I look upon him 

as quite a person. 

 

LB: is there anything else you'd like to add to this permanent record? 
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FRANCIS: No, I think not. I can only say again the great joy that I had while serving in 

the Legislature because those to me were the greatest years in my life. I enjoyed it very 

much and was appreciative of the people for letting me have the opportunity to be there. 

 

LB: I want to thank you again very much. It's a great pleasure to talk to you, Judge 

Francis. 

 

FRANCIS: Thank you. 

 

 
[End of Tape 1, Side 2] 

 [End of Interview] 
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