
EQUAL SUFFRAGE IN PRACTICE.
By Gail Laughlin.

More or less frequently, anonymous statements, 
and also statements by persons known not to be 
residents of an equal suffrage State, are sent out 
saying that woman suffrage is a failure in the 
States where it exists. The words of prominent 
residents of equal suffrage States who are willing 
to sign their names to their statements are there
fore of interest.

Form er Governor De Forest Richards, of W yo
ming, in a letter dated January 19, 1903, says: “I 
consider that woman suffrage has worked a ben
efit for the State of Wyoming. Our election days 
are the quietest in  th e  y e a r  a n d  the influence of 
woman suffrage on  ou r citizenship and on those 
who aspire to office is purifying in its effect.” 

Former U. S. Senator J. M. Carey, of Wyoming, 
 in a letter dated Febuary 17, 1903, says" "If man
su ffrage is a  success anyw here , w om an  suffrage 

h a s  been a success in Wyoming. * * * I not 
only believe it to be right, but I know it to be 
best for woman and man that in all respects she 
should be accorded full citizenship.”

U. S. Senator C. D. Clark, of Wyoming, under 
date of January 20, 1903, writes: “We have had 
equal suffrage in Wyoming for over thirty years. 
Its operation has been satisfactory to the highest 
extent.”

U. S. Senator Francis E. W arren, of Wyoming, 
in a letter dated January 23, 1903, writes: “Equal 
suffrage is part of the fundamental law of the 
State and will always continue to be so. During 
all of the time that equal suffrage has been prac
ticed in Wyoming, I have been an observer of the 
effect and character of its workings, and in all of 
these years I can find nothing to condemn and 
much to commend. For all of these years the 
women of Wyoming have taken part with the 
men of the Territory and of the State in its gov
ernment and have exercised the right of suffrage, 
if not of holding office, equally with them, with



the result that Wyoming is, and has been, one of 
the best governed and best regulated communities 
in the United States.

“The exercise of the right to vote and hold 
office has caused no disturbance of the domestic 
relations; there has been no diminution of social 
order; the dignity which characterizes the exer
cise of the -elective franchise has not been less
ened, but, on the contrary, has been enhanced. 
* * * All the tendencies of equal suffrage in
Wyoming are for the good of the State.”

Former U. S. Senator Thomas Kearns, of Utah, 
under date of January 26, 1903, wrote: “When 
this matter first came before the people of my 
State, there was considerable opposition, but time 
and experience have demonstrated the wisdom of 
giving women the b a l l o t .  * * * I have found 
the women especially careful in considering pub
lic questions and exercising a wide and beneficial 
influence i n  e l e c t i o n s .

T he following letter is o f  interest as showing 
the attitude of prominent Colorado women toward 
the right of suffrage and also as showing that, 
when given the opportunity, the people of Colo
rado established woman suffrage more firmly than 
ever as part of the fundamental law of the State.

Denver, Colo., January 26, 1903.
“We, the undersigned, women of Colorado, de

sire to place ourselves on record as believing in 
both the justice and expediency of equal suffrage. 
We believe that the exercise of the franchise is 
broadening and uplifting in every way tb the 
women of our commonwealth, and that, through 
the increase of intelligence among the women, 
the State has been greatly benefited. In official 
life, the women of Colorado have done credit to 
the people of the commonwealth who have elected 
them, and an increasing number of the most in
telligent, patriotic and widely cultured women 
participate in political deliberations.

“That both the men and women electors of 
Colorado are convinced of the educational and 
practical value of woman suffrage is evidenced 
by the fact that, at the election last November,

(1902) an amendment to the article of the Con
stitution on suffrages and elections was carried 
by an overwhelming majority, thereby throwing 
permanent constitutional safeguards around the 
suffrage for women, which had hitherto existed 
only under the sanction of statute law and the 
referendum. We believe that this fact alone, after 
nine years’ experience, is proof positive that 
Colorado congratulates itself upon the sense of 
justice of its men and the patriotic devotion of its 
women.”
[Signed] HELEN L. GRENFELL,

State Supt. (1903) Public Instruction.
CELIA OSGOOD PETERSON, 

Deputy Supt. (1903) Public Instruction. 
SUSAN R. ASHLEY,

Ex-Pres State Federation of Women’s Clubs 
IONE T. HANNA,

Ex-Member Denver School Board. 
MARY C. C. BRADFORD,

Pres. (1903) State Federation of Women’s Clubs.
THEODOSIA G. AMMONS, 

Prof Domestic Science State University.
FRANCES BELFORD,

Member (1903) State Normal School Board.
From a letter dated January 24, 1903, and signed 

by several distinguished men, whose names are 
given below, the following extract is taken: “To 
our personal knowledge, the most representative 
women in every city, village or mining camp of 
Colorado will be found intelligently and con
scientiously co-operating with some one of the 
political parties. As the women of the dives con
stitute but a minute portion of the woman popu
lation of the State, so the vote of the women of 
the dives constitutes but a minute portion of the 
woman vote of the State. For nine years the 
Colorado women have possessed the right of 
suffrage, and in no State of the Union is there a 
more intelligent study of questions pertaining to 
civil government and civic responsibility. It has 
been demonstrated in Colorado that the women 
develop into conscientious and intelligent citizens



and use their influence in their parties to promote 
the best interests of the State.

The boards of the State institutions, with but 
few exceptions, have women representatives, and 
it is the universal testimony of the men who serve 
with them that' their work on these boards has 
been invaluable to the State.

In granting suffrage to our mothers, wives and 
daughters we have but fulfilled the fundamental 
principles of our Constitution—a government by 
the consent of the governed.”
[Signed]

H. M. TELLER , U. S. Senator.
ALVA ADAMS, Ex-Governor.
T. M. PATTERSON, U. S. Senator.
C. S. THOM AS, Ex-Governor.
JAMES B. BELFORD, Ex-Congressman. 

United States Senator Patterson, in a letter 
dated February 6, 1903, wrote as follows:

“No unprejudiced person who has actual knowl
edge of the workings of woman suffrage in Colo
rado can say aught but that it has been for the 
good of the State. It has elevated the political 
standard, curtailed many of the greatest evils of 
municipal life and created a better standard of 
education for the children. To be sure, it is not a 
panacea for all evils with which the country is 
afflicted, nor has it driven out drunkards, de
bauches and political degradation; but it has most 
decidedly elevated the standard of morals of those 
seeking public favor and made them much more 
careful as to the lives they lead. I speak the well- 
known sentiment of ninety per cent, of Colorado’s 
people when I say that should women be deprived 
of the suffrage they have enjoyed for nearly ten 
years in Colorado, we would feel that we had 
gone back a century in civilization.”
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