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Hull Ere.ctors Smash Record G. G. "Scotty" Wright's Erection crews broke 
all existing Victory and AP-5 hull construction 

records last week-end when they erected 1300 tons of steel for Hull No. 1129 in 48 hours. 
The feat occurred on Way 6 following the launching of the U.S.S. Gage. Sections placed 
included the flat keel. double bottoms, lower shell, six bulkheads, the forepeak and stern 
frame, and foundations for the main engine and evaporator. The picture was taken 
exactly 48 hours after work was begun on the hull. (Oregon Ship photo) 

6th Bond Drive Slated 
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N d E M ff Pretty Alice Domek works on ee s ar u s electrical installations high 
above the bridge, near the ship's whistle. Every time the 
big steam whistle gives out with a blast, her fingers go 
up to her ears. "A person working where I do needs ear 
muffs,",. she laughed. Mjss Domek, a native of Chicago, 
came to Oregon Ship two months ago from the Vancouver 
yard, where she worked as an electrician for two years. 

Plan World Tours Steamship passenger lines will be 
taking a lot of orders for reserva-

tions from Oregon Shippers after the war if all workers get 
the wanderlust which has infected "Tex" Keating, left; and 
Walter Huston, Outfitting dock electricians. Huston brought 
the travel folders to work after comparing notes with Mrs. 
Keating and discovering that -she, too, had globetrotting 
fever. Keating is a native of Portland, Me., while Mrs. Keat
ing hails from Texas. (Oregon Ship photo) .. 

! 
! 
J. 



- Swan's Initial ~Tanker 
I 

Sets Many fir$fS 
(SWAN ISLAND) -Two years ago on October 24, 1942, cheering th?usands 

watched Swan Island's first tanker, the S. S. Schenectady, launched. Smee she I 
left Portland reports War Shipping administration in a special news release 
to Bosn's Whistle the Schenectady has traveled approximately the equivalent of 
four times around the world at an average speed that promises well for peace-
time competition. S w a n Island's 
Hull No. 1 has a multitude of 
"firsts" to her credit. She was the 
first Swan Island ship to cross the 
Pacific, Hrst to go through the Pan
ama Canal, first to cross the At
lantic and first to go into the Meu
iterranean. 

The Schenectady was in the .orig
inal invasion of Africa carrying 
fuel for the armies who pushed 
Rommel from that continent. 

Just a few months ago she nosed 
into San Pedro, Calif. Her log re
v~aled when outward bound off the 
Atlantic coast last year she was 
in a collision with a ship from a· 
returning convoy and had to return 
ror repairs. She struck bottom off 
the same coast and tore a hole in 
the hull, and subsequently was re
paired. 

U-BOATS FOILED 
Returning across the Atlantic on 

one trip, the ship was attacked by 
two submarines. She ran over one 
and hit the other with her forward 
gun. Presumably this submarine 
was sunk. 

The Schenectady had her shake· 
downs on the Pacific coast in three 
runs from the Seattle area ·to SaP 
Pedro. Then the vessel sailed on a 
long voyage from San Pedro to Ha
bart, Tasmania, from Hobart to 
Melbourne, Australia, from Mel
bourne through the Panama Canal 
to Curacoa, Curacoa to Freetown, 
West Africa, from Freetown to 
Puerta de la Cruz, Venezuela, 
thence to Philadelphia and New 
York. ~ 

From New York the ship sail'ed 
to Aruba is land, and from there to 
Brisbane, Australia. 

Thereafter the vessel made three 
round trips to the Southwest Pa· 
cific, calling at Auckland, Welling
ton and Lyttleton in New Zealand. 

The ship has traveled a total of 
85,875 nautical miles, which is ap
proximately four times around the 
world. 

Hull No 1 When the S.S. Schenectady was launched from 
• Way No. 1 at Swan Island two years ago next 

Tuesday, it was the first of a series of ships that remain the 
largest yet constructed on the Pacific coast. In two year's 
time Swan Island will have launched 99 of these vessels. 
(Swan Island photo) 

Champ Tells Tricks PRODUCTION 
FLASHES (OREGON SHIP)-When short, 

sturdy Orville Vosler, OSC grave
yard sandlot rigger, rode herd 
across the sandhills of Arizona he 
looked much like any other hard
riding cowboy. Today at Oregon 
Ship he looks much like a thousand 
other shipbuilders. 

But when the bucking bron~ rid
ers gathered annually for their ro
deos in . Vosler's native southwest
ern cattle towns, the difference be
tween him and the .other wranglers 
was evident. 

The difference was superlative 
riding skill that took Vosler to Mad
ison Square Gardens in 1939. There, 
before thousands of cheering fans, 
he was crowned champion cowboy 
of the world. On that momentous 
day, October 16, he met Helen Kir
dendal, world's champion cowgirl. 
Exactly a year later they were mar
ried at another rodeo in "The Gar-
den." -

Displaying a scrapbook stuffed 
with pictures and clippings of his 
hell-for-leather exploits, Vos le r 
pointed to the picture of a cowboy 
astride a gigantic plunging Brahma 
bull. '"'.Right there's where I was 
makin' the points that got me the 
prize-money," he said. "That was 
the stake that started Helen and me 
in the cattle busines& for our
selves." 

Explaining his phenomenal skill 
at sticking to the "hurricane deck," 
Vosler told of riding a horse before 
he learned to walk. "I've been 
around and on top of stock all my 
life," he said. "My first rodeo event 
was a 12-year-old in the junior calf
riding contest and my first win was 
the cowboy's wild horse race when 
I was 16 years old." 
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"Last spring," Vosler said, "I sold 
out, lock, stock and barrel, because 
I wanted to get into war work. We 
sold the herd of about 700 head of 
cattle and all the horses except our 
two show ponies. We figured that 
shipbuilding was more important 
than riding the range right now." 

When.. the need for ships is met, 
however, the Voslers plan to an
swer again the challenge of the 
arenas-"Ride 'em cowboy! Let 'er 
buck!" In the meantime, Vosler 
says he would like to meet any 
bronc riders working at Oregon 
Ship. . 

"Maybe, " he says, "a bunch of us 
could get together and forget for a 
while how homesick we are fQr the 
sight of a corral and the open 
range." 

(VANCOUVER) - Speeded up 
production at Vancouver resulted 
this week in announcement that 
the "14 by November 1'" campaign 
had· been stepped up to "15". This 
new p1·ogram, if met, will result 
in nine Attack Transports de
livered during the month of 
October. 

SWAN ISLAND - Daily "P. 
O. S." figures we re jumped 
to all-time highs twice recently. 
On October 4 Erection depart
ment on ways erected 1,343 
tons of steel. Then on October 
9 they beat this figure with 1,-
474 tons erected on ship. 

( V ANCOUVFR)-A short handed 
cable and tagging crew brought 
Supervisors to the 1· e s c u e this 
week. David McDonell and Bill 
Schmidt pitched in and helped 
strap the mast in order to keep the 
AP-5's rolling toward Astoria. 

(OREGON SHIP) - The U.S.S. 
Drew, Oregon Ship's 12th Attack 
Transport, is scheduled for delivery 
to the navy today. Eleventh de
livery was made Tuesday. 

(OREGON SHIP) - Erection 
crews here claim a new record for 
Victory and Attack Transport hull 
construc.tion. Beginning a f e w 
minutes after the launching of the 
TJ.S.S. Gage from Way 6 last Satur
day, the erectors set 1300 tons of 
hull steel in 48 hours. 

"Do you want these back?" 

'warning Affects 
Commercial Cars 

Portland - Vancouver area resi
dents are warned by the Office of 
Defense Transportation to contact 
that office, 1130 American Bank 
building, Portland, before purchas
ing any commercial type vehicle 
(truck, bus, panel or pick up ) , to 
ascertain whether or not gasoline 
rations will be allocated. 

ODT regulations are set up not 
only to conserve gasoline and ·tires 
but also to conserve and prolong the 
life of all exis ting vehicles of this 

Persons contemplating conver
sion of a passenger vehicle to com
mercial type also should determine 
through the ODT whether or not 
gasoline rations will be allowed. 

Shipyard employes are advised to 
contact yard T~·ansportation depart
ments before purchase of a commer-
cial vehicle. • 

AIMS TO STAY 

-.c~-""--~'--
(OREGON SHIP)-Picking scales 

of rust off ship steel is a lot dif
feren t from picking cotton on a 
Louisiana plantation, a nd Charley 
Ross, former resident of Alexa n dria. 
La., and now an OSC scaler . likes 
it much better. 

"The pay is certainly better ," de· 
clares Ross, "and working here is 
pleasant. I 'm doing better here than 
I ever did in my life and I'd like to 
s tay in Portla nd , war or n o war." 

STAR-GAZERS GRIND 
Lens Primary Need 

(SWAN ISLAND)-Most star-gazing enthusiasts, seek
ers after new planets and men on Mars, spend clear nights 
looking at the heavens through expensive telescopes, but the 
true astronomy hobbyist makes his own equipment. That's 
what two Swan Island maintenance electricians are doing in 
spare time. L . E . Hayes and E . A. 
Bocoop, who work swing shift on 
the ways . at present are grinding 

by hand the 
"glass" for a re
flector type tele
scope, which will 
have a value of 
a r o u n d $1 5 0 0 
w h en completed 
and will have cos t 
them $50. 

So far they 
have s p e n t $11 

L. E. Hayes for a piece of Py
rex glass from which they are fash
ioning the lens. It's a slow process. 
Working at least two hours per 

1 day and most of each Sunday since 
the middle of August, the electri
cians have put a slightly precep
tible hollow into the lens. They ex
pect to have the eight inch lens 
completed by next July. If success
ful, the next job will be a twelve 
inch lens. 

Deadline for finishing the present 
telescope is July 9, because on that 
date an eclipse of 
the sun is pre
dicted. H a y e s 
started his hobby 
of a s t r o n o m y 
about three years 
ago at his home 
in Kansas. After 
starting work at 
S w a n Island he 
met Bocoop,. fel
low worker on Ws E. A. Bocoop 
crew, and the two decided to make 
their own telescope. 

have a focal length of about fivP 
feet, and will be s lightly over fiv e 
feet in length, mou nted on a ball· 
bearing pedesta l. 

L. E. Hayes demonstrates method 
for hand grinding telescope lenses. 
Upper glass is lens. Stroke extends 
one and a third inches past bot· 
tom glass on each pass. At same 

When completed the scope will time lens is rotated. 
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Shipyard Pay 
Average Tops 
Oregon Data 

The Willamette Valley 
The average shipyard worker 

who was employed during all four 
quarters of last year in the Port· 
land area had an annual income of 
$3001, according to figures recently 

'.released l>y the Oregon state un
employment commission. 

Shipbuilding led all industries in 
Oregon covered by unemployment 
insurance, with lumbering running 
second. 

The $3001 annual average was 
based upon the earnings of 65,050 
employes. For all shipyard em
ployes, including those who worked 
only part of the year, the average 
earning was $1843, the survey 
shows. 

Twenty per cent of shipyard I 
workers earned upward of $3000 
during the year, and fewer than one 
in 20 earned more than $4000. 

Shipyard workers represented 
35.2 per cent of all workers covered 
by unemployment insurance in Ore
gon with a total of 138,650 employes 
listed in this classification out of 
a total of 431,300 in all covered 
industries, during the first half of 
1944. 

Workers in the lumbering iildus
try, which declined slightly last 
year, averaged $1758 for all, with 
the average income of steady em
ployes reaching $2378. 

By ROBERT ORMOND CASE 
FOR centuries before the white man 

came, interior Indians spoke wist
fully of a beautiful region west of the 
Cascades. It was, they said, an exceed
ingly pleasant land-well-watered, with 
an abundance of fish, fruit and game. 
Extremes of heat and cold were uri
known there and storms never blew. The 
Shoshones 'called it OYER-UN-GUN, or 
"place of plenty." 

Most of the lower-paid workers 
had their principal earnings in 
wholesale and retail trade or in con
struction, agriculture, mining and 
canning industries. Nearly 40 per 
cent of these employes, mainly sea
sonal and part-time workers, failed 
to earn the $200 required to be 
eligible for unemployment insur-
ance. They were :r:eferring to the Willam

ette Valley, later the goal of westbound 

War P.roduction 
Classes Offered 

,, emigrant wagon trains for more than 
a generation. During the more than a 
century that has elapsed since the first 
Hudson's Bay' trappers sett 1 e d at 

Portland area war workers are 
presented with an opportunity to 
attend war production training 
classes conducted by the Portland 
public schools, division of vocation
al education, it was announced this 
week. 

The classes began October 2 but 
arrangements for entry may be 
made at any time, school officials 
said. All shipworkers are eligible 
for enrollment. 

A wide variety of courses, rang
ing from machine shop instruction 
to telegraphy, is offered . 

Schedules for th e program are 
being posted on yard b u 11 e ti n 
boards. 

'DOUBLES IN BRASS' 

(OREGON SH IP) - Machinist 
Helper Russell Jensen, 17, Oregon 
Ship employe, not only is helping 
the war effort in the shipbuilding 
industry, but is devoting two nights 
a week in preparing himself for a 
future in aviation through study in 
the Civil Air Patrol. 

Jensen, a corporal in the CAP 
started at Oregon Ship in June: 
1943, returned to school in Septem
ber and went back to the yard in 
June, 1944. 

Friday, October 20, 1944 

"French Prairie," near Champoeg, the 
aptness of the Shoshone phrase has been 
amply proved. Many long-time resi
dents of Portland know that the valley 
is classed by world-travellers as one of 
the most beautiful rural scenes in Amer
ica, but few have a true concept of its 
agricultural irµportance. 

The vast and placid basin of ·the Wil
lamette, extending southward 150 miles 
from Portland, more than 50 miles wide 
at some points and containing some 3 
million acres in farms, js the largest 
single body of tillable soil in the Pacific 
Northwest and one of the most fertile 
areas of its size on the globe. Not only 
is it capable of producing every crop 
raised north of the sub-tropics; maxi-
mum yields, with one exception, are to

, day obtained in each item on the list. 
' The exception is corn, since the Wil
lamette Valley does not have the swel
tering days and !lights necessary for 
the consistent ripening of field corn; 
but this is offset, in the dairyman's 
eyes, by the fact that nowhere in the 
Middle West, Iowa and Illinois included 
is it possible to produce a greater bulk 
per acre of corn for green fodder and 
ensilage purposes. 

The factors making such productivity 
possible are not only the moist, temper
ate climate and long growing season, 
but a variety of soils which precisely 
meet the needs of different field and 
fruit crops. These range from the high
ly productive "red shot" of the surround
ing hills, where some of the best orch
ards are located, to the deep, rich loams 
of the valley floor. The casual motorist 
from Portland, driving down to Corval
lis over the East Side highway and re-
turning vie McMinnville and Forest 
Grove, passes over more than a score of 
different soils. He also sees a greater va
riety of field and fruit crops, in maxi
mum production, than can be seen from 
any other 200-mile _stretch of highway 
on the continent. 

Beginning his 200-mile swing, our mo
torist soon passes over one of the unique 
"beaver-dam" areas which occur fre-

quently throughout the valley. Level as 
a table-top and startlingly black, this 
century-old sediment left in the wake 
of abandoned beaver dams is probably 
the most fertile soil in existence. It pro
duces the world's heaviest per acre yield 
of onions and among the heaviest record
ed yields of oats and potatoes. In some 
sections a century of use has not percep
tibly lowered its fertility: 

Then the full, varied panorama of the 
valley opens up. Within the 200-mile 
Jioop is half the nation's production of 
hops, including the world's largest hop 
farm. The area supports an enormous 
canning industry, including half the 
world's loganberry pack. There are wal
nut orchards whqse product, largely 
packed under a California label, are ad
vertised as the finest on the market. 
There are filbert, pear, cherry, pe~ch 
and prune orchards, the latter among 
the nation's largest, and vast areas' de
voted to cucumber, string bean, tomato 
and other canning crops. 

.Goin~ forward with these varied oper
~tions is an enormous dairy and poultry 
mdustry. The world's finest breed of 
White Leghorn hens-first to achieve 

I 
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Extended Week·. Stays 
Until AP_-Ss Assured 

(OREGON SHIP)-Oregon ship and Vancouver will continue on a seven
day work week until success of the gigantic Attack Transport program is as
sured, Edgar F. Kaiser, general manager of Kaiser yards in the Portland area, 
announced this week. Decision to extend the Sunday work schedule, originally 
slated to end October 29, was made jointly by the navy, the U. S. Maritime com-
mission, yard managers and unions. 
Two California y a r d s building 
AP·5's also will remain on an ex
tended work week, it was learned. Halsey 71epends~ 

On Workers~ Zeal Kaiser explained that the seven
day week will remain. in effect 
through the month of November 
and part of December, "or until 
such a time as it becomes certain (OREGON SHIP)-In a plea directly to Oregon Ship 
that the present emergency pro- ·workers, Admiral William F. Halsey, Jr., commander of the 
gram f?r t~e ~P-5's will be com· navy's third fleet, called for accelerated production of Attack 
pleted m time. TraJil.sport ships to "help speed up on our course to victory." 

NEW PLEAS MADE Halsey, who has headed American offensive operations All The Comforts Working on the Attack Transports 
on the end of the Outfitting dock The announcement followed re· against the Japanese since they began, said in a telegram: 

ceipt of new appeals from military "Experience in the Pacific has demonstrated the need 
chieftains urging speedy delivery 
of the assault vessels, which are to for fast troop transports and cargo carriers in amphibious 
be used in offensive operations operations. · 
against the Japanese in the Pacific·. "We plan to launch smashing blows against the Japs in 
Among the appeals was one from the near future. To insure the success of the coming offen
Admiral w. F. Halsey, Jr., colorful sive, we depend upon you men and women in the shipyards and 
director of South Pacific attack 
strategy. factories to give us more of these vital' assault ships with all 

Al Bauer, osc plant manager, possible speed. 
and Russ Hoffman, general super· "Every AP A and AKA which you deliver to the fleet 
intendent, both asserted continua- will help speed us on our course to victory." 
Hon of the seven-day week was im· 
perative if the yard is to meet its 
"30 by December 30" schedule. 1 2 

"Workers are to be congratulated I More Launchings 
Keep Up AP-5 Pace 

on the job they have done tnus 
far," Bauer declared. "The attend· 
ance has been excellent and to date 
we have been able to stay on sched· 
ule. However, it is obvious that we 
need the extra manhours obtained 
on the seventh day in order to give 
the navy the ships on time." 

Hoffman said the AP-5 produc
tion effort is "in its most critical 
stage right now." 

SIX DAYS 'OUT' 
"By hard work on the part of 

everybody and with cooperation 
and careful planning, we have man· 
aged to stay on schedule," Hoffman 
said. "If we were to return to the 
six-day week now, there would be 
little chance of completing 30 
AP·5's by the end of the year." 

The general superintendent asked 
persons who must lose time due 
to unavoidable emergencies to 
notify their supervisors in advance 
so production plans will not be qis
rupted. 

"We realize that working seven 
days a week creates for many peo· 
pie problems which can be solved 
only by taking off a little time," 
Hoffman said. "It will be appreci· 
ated, however, if advance notifica· 
tion is made." 

(OREGON. SHIP)-Loran T. King, stocky assistant Pipe 
superintendent who has sparked pipe installation work at 
Oregon Ship for the past three years, was honored Tuesday 
when the yard launched the U.S.S. Gallatin, its 19th Attack 
Transport vessel. Mrs. King, employed here in the pipe inven
tory office, was sponsor. The 
launching was an all-Oregon Ship 
employe affair. 

Mrs. King's attendants were Mrs. 
Donald S. Kinser, Pipe control clerk, 
and Mrs. Forrest Eckles, another 
yard employe. Rosella Kaiser, flow
er girl, also works at Oregon Ship. 
Father Wiley, Portland Catholic 
clergyman, prono.unced the invo· 
cation. 

Al Bauer, plant manager, acted 
as master of ceremonies. Tony Rob· 
inson, Pipe superintendent, praised 
King for the accomplishments Pipe 
crews have made under his direc
tion. 

At the launching of OSC's 18th 
AP-5 last Saturday Vanport block 
leaders with the best war bond 
sales records officiated. Mrs. Henry 
L. Edmunds christened the vessel 
the U.S.S. Gage. 

Principal speaker was James 

Hamilton, superintendent of the 
Vanport public schools. Mrs. Fred 
Lucas.and Esther Strong were ma
trons of honor. Flower girls were 
Marilyn Greenman and Patricia 
Ann Stover. 

The Rev. Elmer Burkey, pastor 
of the Vanport Methodist church, 
said the invocation, and Hal Bab· 
bitt, OSC public relations director, 
was master of ceremonies. 

Beauty Will Be Sponsor 
(OREGON SHIP) - Winners of 

beauty contests held last summer 
during a series of Kaiser-sponsored 
state picnics will ' be given an op
portunity to compete for the honor 
of sponsoring an Attack Transport 
at OSC next month. Roger Smith, 
chairman of the picnic committee, 
said a drawing will be . held to se· 
lect the girl who will act as sponsor. 

Old Guard Claiming to hold the longest average attendance record in the yard, the 
Riveting department's layout crew shown above has an average of more 

than two years and three months on the job for each of the 39 members. Members of the 
"old guard" are, left to right: · 
Front row, Sam Boyle, Otto Claussen and Ed Troyer; second row, Chuck Nelson, Lewis Strumpfler, Woody 
Greer, George Johnson, Russell Izatt, F. V. Woolfinden, E. Paradisi, Lew Yager, Al Panlan, J. C. Connors, 
H. Berrington and E. T. Stults; third row, R. L. Farmer, Lester Harding, C. B. Mitchell, E. E. Blunk, R. H. 
Smith, L. C. Buck, F. L. Nelson, W. R. Mann, A. ·G. Helm, G. H. Durgan and O. W. Livesay; fourth row, R. 
W. Stulevoss, H. E. Howard, Ed Knopf, A. A. Simmons, T. W. Showers, H. L. Frink, G. W. Armstrong, E. A. 
Guthrie, Bill Adams, Carl Marquard, H. R. Saubers, A. B. Clayton and B. w. Hammond. (Oregon Ship photo) 
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as OSC drives to meet its race-horse delivery schedule is a 
gruelling job that allows few let-ups. But it has its compen
sations, Bob Stevenson, electrician, pointed out, as he lolled 
on a bunk in an officer's quarters while ._eating his lunch. After 
they eat, many workers like Stev~nson roll over and catch 
a few winks of shut-eye before the back-to-work whistle 
shrills. (Oregon Ship photo) 

JI . 
The WORKER. SPEAKS~ : 

Juvenile Delinquency their minds. They seem to know 
Sir: That ever-recurrent old die· that which their parents seem ig

hard, juvenile delinquency, is back. norant of, that there is in all nor· 
It's in the press and on the air, and mal people a disposition to do r ight 
even the lunch and locker room and a repugnance to do wrong. 
moralists have embraced it. , I At ease, mothers, fathers, old· 

It seems that the topic is pecul· i' sters. A \wise o~d-timer once said, 
. "Everythmg strives to becom e 
iarly favorable to scandal-monger- th" t th t · " D ' t 
ing. The immediate aspects of each s~me mg grea er . an 1 is. on 
· d. ·d 1 ... "d t" ff h . v10late so apt a phllQSophy. As fa r 
1? r:-r1 ua m~i en ° er c oICe as the kids are concerned, they'll 
tidbits of gossip. be all right.-Gene Ohls, swing elec-

The fact that little Oscar socks trical leadman. 
the cop on the beat with an empty . 
milk bottle hardly constitutes the I Blasts Plasma Rumors 
fundamental problem. These are Sir: Every rumor which inter
but symptoms of a general condi· feres with the wa:r effort a ids th e 
ti on. 

When kids can justifiably indict 
their elders of adult delinquency 
the parents have rt-6 gripe coming. 
War has always produced a tran
sitional period 'in social evolution. 
A glance at history will show who, 
in war and in war's aftermath, have 
been the fools. It hasn't been the 
children. 

When a ki.d goes haywire or sits 
in judgment on his father or mo· 
ther, we can usually determine the 
"why" by digging back into another 
generation. · 

'Fhe day when children believed 
babies were brought to the house 
by a long-legged, pike-beaked bird, 
is dead. It's time boys and girls are 
understood. Of all people on earth 
they are the most imaginative. 
They learn to read these days al· 
most before they are weaned. They 
have the radio, the movies, and the 
neighborhood · gossip. They overhear 
and remember things their parents 
unthinkingly discuss in their pres-

enemy. Many such rumors a r e ac· 
tually originated in the plottin g 
rooms of enemy propaganda minis· 
tries. 

Why should Nazi Ger many, 
whose military reserves are prac· 
tically used up, be interested in 
spreading stories in the United 
States, intended to deter blood don
ors from giving this precious fluid 
through the Red Cross to save the 
lives of our men overseas? 

The answer is plain. The use of 
blood plasma and the sulpha drugs 
have reduced fatalities remark.ably 
and have enabled many wounded 
men to be restored to full physical 
vigor and fighting conditfon. 

The latest· and current Nazi-in· 
spired rumor is that the Red Cross 
receives compensation from the 
government for blood plasma. T his, 
like all other such rumors, is abso· 
lutely false. Every blood donor is 
assured and must know that his co· 
operation and aid in saving lives is 
not exploited commercially in any 

ence. way. 
A boy of today can usually tell It would seem that this r umor is 

his dad more about a place or a too absurd to justify comment. W e 
football team than the old man ever find very frequently that such ru· 
dreamed about. Susie knows a few mors are repeated by folks who 
things that might surprise her mo- otherwise are good loyal American 
ther. citizens yet they like to justify their 

It is right that this should be so; reluctance to cooperate wit h the 
for by the time Oscar reaches the plea of the armed forces for more 
adolescent stage he is ready to and yet more blood plasma to save 
become a G. I. Joe, and Susie goes the lives of the men who are r isk· 
to a welding school or joins the ing their all in defense of our coun· 
WACS. Many of those who dtd so try and of everyone in it, including 
much to save civilization in the those who spread these harmful, 
Battle of Britain had never shaved false and malicious stories. 
-or had a permanent. The splendid record of blood giv· 

Just who are the elders of today's ing by employes of the th r e e 
delinquent juveniles? Have they Kaiser yards in Portland will, I am 
forgotten the last war, which · pro- sure, continue to earn the respect 
duced a generation of flappers, and acclaim of everyone who is 
Charleston bugs and bootleggers, familiar with the fine patriotic 
but thought tney knew everything? action of the men and women who 
Have they forgotten' that they comprise your organization.-David 
spawned the present generation? Robinson, Oregon State Defense 

Sure, some children run wild; Council. 
some always have. But most, with I 
that instinct of the normal, under-I CARD OF THAN KS 
standing their modern environment we wish to express our deepest apprecla.
far better than their parents, act tlon to the osc workers tor their kindness 

during the Illness and dee.th ot our wife 
naturally and decently and speak 1 and mother.-J. A. Whitlatch &nd tamlly. 
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STUBBY AND Df_ 
HIS FRIENDS (Iii: 

--~ •• '.!/). OSC Outfitters Win 
(OREGON SHIP)-Finest tale of · . -

INQUIRING 

REPORTER 

~~~:~:::ol:::~~::~~:r h~:!r~~ 'Bat••e· o·. f Triansport.r' "";""h~t ':'o~~~·~~~ do with 
~;::::~:::o~~~~:::~~;; ~:~~~ f f I · ~ ~ef~~~Jt~e ~=r~;~: pu:i::~:; 
logging camps, where he saved the (OREGON SHIP) Th t f h 0 Sh' th f' t d t d C. L. Wing, tank tester: "I'd 
lives of three men · in an accident - e s ory 0 ow regon lp was e irs yar 0 e- bring him to this country, turn him 
at a cost to himself of one leg lost, l' A · 'll h f · dl h · b I f 
the other mangled. Hospital reports Iver 10 ttack Transports l ustrates t e rien y, yet ectic, att e or suprem- loose and thenan-

. n o u n c e in the 
young Fowler "doing fine, spirits acy between osc and its sister yard across the river Vancouver. Oregon Ship's , newspapers that 
high"-so high that other men in • • 11 ' · · 
the ward never tire of laughing at tenth AP-5, the U. S.S. Deuel, or1gma y was scheduled for delivery Friday af- muer was free tn 

his jokes and pranks . . . Not all cas- I ternoon or evening October 13 while Vancouver had announced it would turn !~~~ ~e() :o:l~r l;ve 
ualties are in the battle zone . . . . . ' ' · 
a tiny yellow bird, believed to be over its tenth the following day. Through the "grapevine," Ore-
a wild canary by yard amateur or- Each yard ey~d the .s~heduled 
nithologists, fluttered into the spec- deliver~ dates with suspic10n. For gon Ship outfitting chiefs learned 
· lt h' f'tt , h kd . one thmg, there had been much that Vancouver had revised its 
ia Y s ip i ers s ac urmg grave- wagering between Al Bauer and 
yard shift last week, collapsed on R H ff OSC' t ff" · l . USS 0 man, s Op 0 lCla s, 
the floor. Revived b~ Fred Remer, and Mike Miller and John Hallett 
foreman , the fledglmg soon was . . ' 
tame enough to perch on his fin- ".'ancouver kmgp1.ns. In on the. bet-
gers, went liome with him at shift t1~g also w.as Rea_r Adm. Howa1d L. 

plans and was quietly preparing w 
deliver its No. 10 the morning of 
October 13, a few hours before_ the 
Deuel was delivered. 

After a hurried series of pow-h · t f . k Vickery, v1ce-cha1rman of the U.S. 
c ange. . . pie ure o a c1gar-smo - M 't ' . . wo s i't was dec1'ded to advance 
ing girl in last week's Bosn's Whis- ~me ~~mmission. w • 
tle evoked complaint in rhyme from 
the Riveting department s i g n e d 
JCE. . . . seen on the top deck of 
the hull on Way 4, "Red" Mcintyre, 
crane operator, tossing an orange to 
pretty Beuna White, burner. . .. 
Pete Kerman, welder leadman, 
sprouting a mustache on which he 
lavishes great pains and thought 
over correct contours .. . . born on 
Friday the Thirteenth, a first grand
son to Mr. and Mrs. Jack Nagle, 
specialty shipfitters. The infantis 
father, Edward Nagle, is a former 
OSC mold loft worker, now 21c 
boatswain 's mate .. Lucille "Saucy" 
Beatty, welder, reports joining the 
WACs . ... Jess Miller, tank test 
fo reman, receives a German arm 
band from his son overseas. The 
captured souvenir shows a blue 
swastika on a white circle set on 
a red a r m band. . . . sending out 
Christ mas packages to men in the 
service through his church is Sid 
Tuve, Gadget shop .... Tex Muir, 
rigger, brings back a three point 
buck from his vacation on the Wil
son river .. . . but a quartet of va
cationers from the Electric depart
ment, R. I. Mcintyre, Bill Grover, 
Vic Kyle and Carl Callander, had to 
buy beef after combing the sur
rounding hills for a week .. . . Red 
Rowell brings in an account of the 
ship's christening tradition. . . . 
back on swing shift is Don McNeil, 
electrician. 

I. C. Crews Handle 
7mpossible~ Task 

(OREGON SHIP)-When the eight electrical intercom
munications installation crews boarded the S.S. Deuel one 
morning last week, a sharp rain was driving across the slip
pery decks. Foremen C. 0. Burton and. George Bennett, faced 
with what is a tough schedule even in favorable weather, 
looked at each other, shook their 
heads. There was no earthly possi
bility, they decided, tllat the crews 
could install 103 telephone stations, · 
battle telephones, 7 4 loudspeakers 
and a miscellany of electrical inter
communications within the allotted 
three days-in the rain. 

"It looked hopeless," Bennett said 
later, "but we decided it wouldn't 
hurt to try.'' 

CREW MEETS TEST 
What followed was an outstand-

ing paragraph in the war's chapter 
being written at Oregon Ship. For 
20 precious minutes of the allotted 
time, crews were assembled. The 
impossible situation was described 
by Jimmy Ware, supervisor. Fore
men explained to crew members 
that a single drop of rain on the 
exposed wiring would bring an in
spector's rejection on that portion 
of the system. And they put it up I 
to the crew. I 

the Deuel schedule one day, setting 
the delivery date for October 12. 

Of course, it is much easier to s~t 
a goal than to achieve it, and the 
~oing was rough for electricians, 
she p, t metal workers, painters, 
plumbers, insulators and joiners, 
who always are hard pressed even 
to keep on, the usual timetable. 

But the outfitters came through. 
Shortly after 11: 30 p. m. Thursday, 
October 12, crews of weary worker~ 
left the Deuel and watched its stern 
back into the Willamette to start 
the delivery run. 

Oregon Ship had won again. Van-
couver did deliver its ship next day, 
only a few hours later. The com
petition continues to be hot and is 
spurring both yards to speedier 
production of the vessels which 
American military chiefs have 
pronounced as vital to the coming 
"big push" against the Japanese. 

FirstAP-3 
K eel-Laying 
Due Friday 

Men and women alike volunteered 
to work througl\. lunch hours and 
for all the after-shift time per
mitted. They ate sandwiches while 
installing - telephones, worked uri
der hastily erected shelters, for 10, 
12 and 14 hours. Three days later, 
with minutes to spare, the job was 
done. 

Salarl.ed Beachcomber "It's fun to make bonfires 
. and get paid for it," says 

(OREGON SHIP) - First keel 

for the 63 AP-3 Victory cargo 

ships to be produced at Oregon 

Ship following completion of 

the Attack Transport vessels 

is .scheduled to be laid Friday 

afternoon after the launching 

of the yard's 20th AP-5. 

Work on the cargo craft, 32 
of which were built here be
fore the AP-5 program, is well 
under way in various parts of 
the yard. Officials are confi
dent that Oregon Ship will 
swing from Attack Transport 
to Victory work with no let-up 
in production. 

'Old-Timer' Has Hope 
For Work After War 

(OREGON SHIP)-"! don't want 
to re ti re a fter the war, but maybe 
I'll have to," Henry Gisick, Russian· 

born rod control 
worker, declared 
as he doled oul 
another h el ping 
of welding rods 
to one of his 
leather-clad "cus-
tomers." 

"We used every short-cut and la
bor saving device we could dream 
up," Bennett said. "A lot of the 
credit goes also to the nine swing 
shift LC. men who joined with us 
and helped finish a job that no one 
thought we could do " 

gigantic, mild-spoken Frank Pasak in the broad accents of 
his Czech parents. Pasak believes his job of keeping Oregon 
Ship's water-front clean has every advantage. "In the sum
mer-the water is cool; in the winter-bonfires keep me 
warm," he says. Pasak, a bachelor and former farmer, finds 
waste timbers no tax on his Paul Bunyan strength. (Oregon 
Ship photo) 

Jhey Deliver Shown above as they completed an "impossible" schedule in the face of 
"I doubt if a adverse weather and material shortages are the Intercommunications 

man my age can crew members who helped deliver the S.S. Deuel at the appointed hour. They are: 
get a job after Leadman Nils Holmquist,, Martha Mailahn, R. 'G. Davus, Florence Brown, James O'Neill, Hazel Bridges, 

Henry Gisick this is over," he C. R. Holt, C. E. Davenport; Leadman Dale McKeraghan, F. Sullivan, E. T. Merriott, Audrey Peterson, 
added, "but I figure there are a lot Joyce Davis, McClelland, L. E. Thompson, E. G. Mailand, James Nunley, J. A. Rice, A. F. Tourville, Francis 
of things I can do and I'm going to Lyon, McGlone, E. Groce, J. E. English; Leadman W. Simmers, Wilma Burdi~k, Madge Baldwin, Pat Barn· 
try." ard, Rose Hughes, George Bean, Dorothy Holt; Leadman R. Smith, J. Strak, I. Pattee, H. O'Neil, P. Kane, 

Gisick has been a Portland resi- N. Laam, N. Johnson, A. Domek, V. Hall; Leadman Bill Campbel!, Huffman, L. Dell, F. Gregory, M. Major; 
dent for 23 years. He was employed Leadman F. Combes, Gail Kumpton, J. Jones, G. Anderson, Evere~t, M. Rowe, ;J. Schultz, D. Dever; Leadman 
by the Union Pacific before e<oming . Herb Kassebaum, W. Schmalenback, V. Norene, Margarete Stapk, E. Bennett, E. Bass, R. Hockett, W. John· 
to Oregon Ship. son. (Oregon Ship photo) 
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as long a s t h e 
people would let 
him. Can you im-

agine the terror, hunger and hunt
ed loneliness he wo~ld suffer? Be
fore he was killed or killed himself, 
he would know what every hunted 
person in Europe has suffered." 

Albert Taylor, welder foreman: 
"You couldn't print the things I 
think should be 
done to him and 
his gang. But one 
i d e a I ' v e had 
would be to p · u t 
metal s h o e s on 
h i m , w e l d the 
soles to a plate 
and hang him in 
the air upside down. There should 
be no mercy shown to tl~e man who 
is the personal embodiment of all 
the terrible things that have hap
pened in this war." 

Darrel Walker, shipwright lead
man: "I guess that would be the 

time for a good 
old - fashioned 
lynching p a r t y, 
not only for Hit
ler but f o r t h e 
rest of his mob. 
I'd let people see 
him, see how 
small and futile 

one man is-then I'd hang him. And 
maybe people would remember to 
never let one man get so much pow
er again." 

Florence Brown, Outfitting dock 
electrician: "I'd electrocute him. 
T h e r e ' d be no 
point in fooling 
around, or letting 
people have a 
field day of hate. 
Just to rid t h e 
world of him and 
o f Goering a n d 
Himmler and all 

, the others with him w o u l d b e 
enough. We've suffered in this war 
-the whole world has - and we 
want to forget him as soon as pos-
sible." 

Oscar Anderson, sheet met al 
leadman: "First, I'd part his hair 

on the other side. 
Then I'd person
ally finish him off 
and make a thor
ough job of it. I'd 
like to do it my
self, with no audi
ence, just a good 
clean job of rid

ding the earth of a rat. At that, it 
would be more merciful than all the 
torture he has given." 

Hughie Owen. 
electrician: "I feel 
for that man that 
I never thought I 
could f o r a n y -
body. I'm a pret
ty mild person, 
but I'd 1 i k e to 
choke him like a 
rat without the 
slightest pity. I 

Outfitting dock 
a personal hate 

only wish I could now." 

Frank Hanlon, sheet metal fore
would it be to cut his 

throat with a dull 
knife. Or a wood
en knife like sav
ages used to use 
for b e h ea d i n g 
their victims. He's 
a savage and 
tha~s the sort of 
t r e a t m e n t he 

ought to get. But I'd settle for al
most any method to rid the earth 
of hi~ and his kind, forever." 

Photographer Joins 
(OREGON SHIP)-New yard pho

tographer is John Pattu. He came 
to Oregon Ship from the Photo·Art 
Commercial Studios. 
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KEGLING SQUADS LOOSE BIG . GUN.S . . 

BA TILES JUGGLE 
TEAM STANDINGS 
IN OSC LEAGUE 

W. L. Pct. 
Pre·ere<'tlon ..... . ................. 12 3 .800 
Chippers No. 1 .................... 10 5 .Q66 
Welders .................. .. 10 5 .666 
Gun Shop .................. 9 6 .600 
Sub.assembly . .................... 8 1., .533 
IShlpfltters .......... 7 tr' .406 
Gadget Shop ...... .............. .... 2 13 .133 
Chippers No. 2 .. ... ... :........... 2 13 .133 

(OREGON SHIP)-Pin-toppling 
battles for the $75 first-prize money 
among OSC bowling league teams 
last week jumbled the standings of 
four mid-section teams. With a 33-

t, 

pin handicap against them, Welders IT •1 This five-girl bowling team call themselves "Toilers." Right now they rest in 
copped all three games from Chip- 01 ers . ' F . 
pers No. 2 to tie for second place second place m the Swan Island women s league. rom left, Ellen Swift, Kay 
with Chippers No. 1. placing both Muller, Kathryn Smith, Olive Severson and Marge Winters. Muller has high single game of 
teams a scant two games behind · the season with a 182. (Swan Island photo) 
consistant league-leading Pre-erec
tion. 

Gun Shop dropped two games to 
Chippers No. 1, catapulting to 
fourth place. Pre-Erection's steady 
run of spares and strikes cost Sub
Assem bly two games, lowering the 
team to fifth place. Still tied in the 
cellar are Gadget Shop and Chip
pers No. 2. 

Among averages for individual 
keglers, He i 1 man, Shipfitters, 
picked up a 168 to resume the lead 
after a week in second spot. Man
deson, Gun Shop, held his 166 for 
second place, followed by Sabah, 
Pre-Erection, 162. Donaldson, Sub· 
Assembly, picked up one pin to a 
157 and took fourth place, trailed 
by Schoenbeck, Chippers No. 1, 
156; Mowlds, Gun Shop; 154; Stov· 
er, Pre-Erection, 153; Taylor, Gad
get Shop. 151. 

Seven consecutive strikes rolled 
by Heilman smashed the former in
dividual game record. He hung up 
a 254, dropping Sutton, 226, to sec
ond place. Topping individual series 
scores were Heilman, 605, and 
Schoenbeck, 539. Scores: 

Shlpfltters ......... . .. 878 828 877 2581 
Gadget Shop ....... ... 777 711 786 2274 

High single: Hellman, Shlpfltters, 254. 
High series: Hellman, Shlpfltters, 605. 

WelderH . .. ......... ..... 836 804 863 2503 
Chippers No. 2 ........ 795 784 780 2339 

High single: Veelman, Welders, 173. 
High series: Veelmon, Welders, 462. 

Pre-eret'tlon ..... . .. 673 710 796 2079 
Sub-aHsembly .. ..... 682 700 684 2066 

High single: Sabah, Pre-erection, 198. 
High series: Sabah, Pre·erectlon, 529. 

Trial Crew· Tied with two other teams for second place 
in Swan Island's 16-tearn bowling league are 

these five members of Trial Crew. Kneeling, left to right, C. 
BrumJ;>ack and J. Smith; back row, W. Thompson, J. Smokey 
and D. Blanchard. (Swan Island photo) 

Chippers No. 1 ..... 848 846 808 2502 
Gun Shop , 778 755 819 2M2 

High single: Sehoenbeek, Chippers, 
No. 1, 200. 

High series: Sl'hoenbeck, Chippers No. 
I, 539. 

Swan Women Called 
For First Cage Drill 

Way 8 Bowlers (SWAN ISLAND)-With the call of America's favorite 
indoor sport, basketball, just around the corner, Benny 

Pacing Vanship; ("Red") Wallace has issued first call for all girls interested 
VANcorvER BOWLING LEAGUE in the sport. All potential basketeers are requested to report 

w. L. at the Swan Island gymnasium Wednesday nights. Practices 
~~r~n·t~~d~~-·~ ·-::::·::::·.·.·.·.::::::.:::::: 1~ ! will be held from 6 to 8 o'clock. 

£~~~Jtsy ::::. ~·-··· ... :::::::::::::: .... i ~ te;:.a;1~~~m p~;!n t~n ~~~er1e:!~:: I Hey•--Wanna Bowl? 
Layout ..................... .................... 2 10 starting November 13. Upwards of • • 
(VANCOUVER) - High score, 12 more girls are needed urgently. 

honors last week in the Vanship Wednesday night practices will More Loops Open 
bowling league wen.~ taken by John give girls locker and shower accom
Mitchell, boat supervisor on Way 1, modations, Wallace explained. 
with a scratch three-game total of 
564 and high single game of 227. 
Fourth week of play was held on 
the Boilermakers' alleys in Port
land. 

Officers elected for the new Eea
son are John Horn, president; R. 
Townley, vice-president, and Joe Vi
doni, secretary-treasurer. 

Boxing Smoke Slated 
(VANPORT)-Ten boxing bouts 

will be presented beginning at 8 
p. m., Saturday, October 21 at Com
munity building No. l. A special 
reserved section will be provided 
for adults only. 

(OREGON SHIP) - Opportunity 
for swing or graveyard bowlers to 
form a six or eight-team league to 
play Saturdays at 1: 30 p.m. at the 
Hi-Way Alleys was announced to
day by George Sabah, specialty 
shipfitter. Any pinsters desiring to 
organize are asked to call the alley 
for furtber arrangements. 

Be er Eddie Adams, aV Portland Beaver 
catcher and leading hitter for 
the Bevo's this year, started 
work at Swan Island on day 
shift Assembly layout last 
week. (Swa~ Island photo) 

Girl Hoopers Bid 
To Slate Parley 

Another meeting of the City Wo
men's Basketball association is an
nounced hy the executive chairman, 
Helen Macdonald, fo1· Thursday 
night, October 26, at 8 o'clock in the 
council chambers, Portland City 
Hall. This meeting, tM last before 
registration closes November 10, 
is to complete organization and de
.tails for the tournament opening. 

Mrs. Macdonald is urging g1·oups 
interested in team play · to take 
steps for organization and to regis
ter with ber so schedules may be 
made. Entries are not limited to 
one team per organization or in
dustry and through the recrea
tion division of the Bureau of Parks 
practice gymnasiums may be sched
uled. 

Seven women's teams have been 
registered and there is possibility of 
signing WAC and SP AR teams. Rep
resented at the meeting October 10 
were teams from Swan Island, 
Willamette Iron & Steel, Jantzen, 
Benny's Fine Food, Linnton Box, 
P or t l a n d Port of Embarkation, 
Guilds Lake, Peninsula and Lind & 
Pomeroy and several others. Teams 
desiring to register may noti(y Mrs. 
Macdonald at the Park Bureau, AT 
6141, ext. 262. 

'B'GOSH, MY GOGGJ..ES/ 9EEN LOOl<IN' 
FOR 'EM FOY( A W~E'K ! SLIT HOW 

Pit' .'fHEY G-E1ON1f-I' NSIG-HlJORS 
CLOTHE'~ J..IN£ ? .. - ~L'Ai:V'".;;,;I 

PR'OSABLY 1"H' DOlt>iS O'F SOME 
NclG-H80RHOOt' l<.lt7S-- t'ARN 
nm~ Hll7fS/ !'LL GET MY 
F15HIN' POLE AN' REfRIEVc 

MY GOCTGJ.fS, t;''GOSH! 
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PAINTERS-DOCKS 
AT SWAN ISLAND. 
LOOP TOP RUNG 

SWAN ISLAND BOWLING LEAGUE 
W. L. Pct. 

Painters, Doc-k ...................... 12 3 .800 
Trial Crew ...... ..... ... . .......... . 11 4 . 733 
Sheet Meta.I ......... ....... ............ 11 4 • 733 
Main Machine Shop ·······'······ 11 4 . 733 
Plpefltters ........................ . 10 5 .666 
Clerical .... ...... .................. ... 9 6 · .600 
Welders, Dock ........ ................ 8 "I .533 
Chippers, Dock ........ .............. 8 7 .533 
Electrtct.ns . .. . ........ ................ 6 9 .400 
Plate Shop ....... .... 6 9 .400 
Painters, Yard ........ .'.. ... ........ 6 9 .400 
Wt"lders, Ways ................ .. .... 5 10 .333 
Outfitting ...... ................ .... ..... 5 10 .333 
Welders, General ........... 5 10 .333 
Machinists, Dock 4' 11 .267 
Shlpfltters ......... 3 12 .200 

(SWAN ISLAND)-P a inters-
Dock swept a three game serie::; 
from Welders-Ways last week at 
the Hi-Way alleys to take undis-
puted possession ' of first place in 
Swan's 16-team league. The team 
also set a new team single game 
record by toppling 1007 pins. 

Individual honors were taken by 
W. Grubb of Painters-Dock with a 
214 single and a 568 series. Scores: 

Trial Crew ............ 912 874 876 2662 
Shlpfltters ..... .. . .... 856 876 867 2599 

High singles: Smokey, Trial Crew, 
185 .. 

High series: Coo~, Shlpfltters, 503. 

Painters, Dock ..... 923 1007 906 2836 
Welders, Ways . ... 719 832 818 2369 

High single: Grubb, Painters, 214. 
High series: Grubb, Painters, 568. 

Main Mat'h. Shop.. 928 937 946 2811 
Chippers, Dock ..... 802 913 901 2616 

·High single: Mendelson, Shop, 199. 
High serle8: l\(endelson, Shop, 5411. 

l\faehlnlsts, DIM'k .. 839 874 906 2619 
Welders, General .. 892 880 885 2660 

High single: Hunt, Machinist, 191. 
High series: Hunt, Machinist, 480. 

Plpefliters ..... . .. 922 985 934 28"1 
Outfitting ........ ........ 969 886 849 2704 

High single: Workman, Pipe, 200. 
High series: Workman, Pipe, 531. 

Welders, Dock ...... 852 843 8110 21S43 
Sheet Metal .. . ....... 865 902 873 2640 

High single: Frank, Wt"lders, 201. 
High serli's: Gra\'es, Sheet Metal, 460. 

Painters, Yard ...... 852 884 8911 2631 
Plate Shop .............. 929 882 875 2686 

High single: Spe&rs, Plate, 202. 
High series: Spears, Plate, 502. 

Electricians ............ 816 775 746 2337 
Clerical .. ... ....... ........ 897 828 876 2601 

High single: Hale, Cleric-al, 164. 
High series: Smythe, Clerleal, 447. 

TANKER BOWLING LEAGUE 
W . L. P<'t 

Ereetlon, Scorpions ............ 11 7 .611 
Erection, Sharks ........ ........ 11 7 .611 
Burners .................................. 9 9 .1100 
Engineers .............................. 9 9 .500 
Chippers ·-····························· 8 10 .444 
Tank Test ·············'·· 6 12 .333 
In last place two week's ago, two 

Erection teams of the Tanker Bowl
ing league, the Sharks and Scor
pions, scattered pins all over on 
the Boilermaker temple alleys to 
share first place with eleven wins 
and seven losses. 

R. Pratt, Engineers, rolled a high 
single game of 223, while Schmed· 
ling of the Scorpions · took high 
series honors with a lusty 607, the 
first 600 series bowled in either 
Swan Island· league. 

GIRL CAGERS OUT 
FIRST· AT OREGON 

(OREGON SHIP)-First baske t
ball team to be organized here for 
the 1944-45 season is a women's 
aggregation managed by Jerry Wal
ters, shipfitter leadman, and coach· 
ed by Ez Carr, former Utah univer
sity cage star. The women work out 
every Tuesday and Thursday he
tween 5: 30 and 7 p. m. in the OSC 
dormitories' gymnasium. 

By Ernie Hager 

-~ 

Friday, October 20, 1944 



One-Armed Welder Yacolt 'Shangri-la' of West . 
PipeshopRegular .But People Go lo Warlli ... -_,__.,--

(OREGON SHIP) - One of the 
great a 1·my of handica pped workers 
enrolled . at Oregon Ship for the 
duration is L ee Stevens. one-armed 
welder in t he P ipe shop. Stevens 
made the sh ift from lumbering to 
sh ipbuilding· "in-stride" a nd says, 
'Tm just as good a welder with 
one arm as I would be if I had 
both." 

He joined the OSC for ce two and 
a half years ago, severing a com1ec
tion with sawmills and 1 o g g in g 
camps that had been unb roken 
since his early youth. It was a mill 
a<"cident in 1929 which cos t him 
his right arm. 

Neither lum bering nor shipbuild
ing ha s any postwar intere i:; t for 
Stevens . who plans to pur chase 
an auto camp and a service station 
with which to make a livelihood 
fo 1· his wife and two ch ildren a fter 
tile last shot is fi red. 

Trial Trip Mate Plans 
Resumption as Seaman 

(OREGON SHIP) - W. Runge, 
Gei·man-born tr i a 1 trip mate, de
~crit>es his two years at Oregon Ship 

as "the Ion g est 
period I've spent 
on dry land since 
my youth. 

"I never thought 
I could be a w a y 
from the sea that 
long," he declared. 
"But I'll have to 
admit that I've en
joyed every min-

W. Run ge ute of my wor k 
here. I guess the trial trips I take 
have kept me from getting too lone
some." 

Afte r the war Runge again will 
1 aste the ocean spray so familiar to 
lnm , for he vows he will resume his 
fleafaring habits. 

"I'm convinced that shipping will 
he one of the busiest, most prosper
ous pos twar fie 1 d s," Runge said. 
"We have the ships and the coun
try's de mand for foreign goods is so 
great that the shipping lanes are 
bound to be crowded. It's back to 
the sea for me." 

OUR o·oc SAYS: 

"See your Doc when : 
-Colds or a cough hang on longer 

tha n a normal two to three·day 
period, 

_:Thrnat or chest infections don't 
seem to clear up, 

Wh~n James Hilton was searching for locale for "Shangri-La" he need not 
have gone so far afield as the mountains of Tibet to find the mythical Valley of 
the Blue Moon." His "Lost Horizon" might well have been set in Yacolt, a 
sequestered town in Northeastern Clark county, Washington, an hour's drive 
from Vancouver shipyard, where longevity is commonplace. C. C. Landon, 91-

year-oid founder of Yacolt, could be 
compared to the High Llama of 
Shangri-La. He still takes long daily 
hikes in the eve rgreen hills around 
Yacolt and firmly oelieves that "life 
begins at 90." 

Although scores of men and wo
men from Yacolt work in the Kaiser 
yard in Vancouver, the war seemed 
fa r away until a few days ago ~hen 
word was received that the first 
Yacolt boy to be killed in World 
War II had died while landing with 
the Marines on Saipan. He was 
Paul Nye, 19 , son of Mrs. Ruth E . 
Nye, production laborer leadwoman 
on the ways at Vancouver. He was 
killed July 2. 

The town went into decline after 
a disastrous forest fire in 1901 
swept through the surrounding tim

.. ber. Today for .miles around Yacolt 

Gold Star Mother 

the charred trunks of giant tree s 
can be seen ·on all sides. 

Twenty-five years before Landon 
migrated-to Clark county from Ver
mont and homes t eaded the present 
townsite, Yacolt was a favorite ren
de zvous for a dozen Pacific North
west Indian tribes. 

The Indians wer e finally frighten
M rs. Ruth E. Nye, production i ed away from the place when & 

laborer leadwoman at Vancouver, la rge number of t heir children mys
is shown with her granddaughter, te rious ly disa ppear ed . A medicine 
Edalene Ruth Nye: Mrs. Nye re- man declared th ey we re . stolen 
cently was notified her son Paul F. by "evil spirits ." The redmen named 
Nye was killed ~hi le fighting with the place Ya co 1 t which means 
U. S. Marines on Saipan. "haunted ground ." 

tured a b o v e re
freshing themselves with a couple 
of bottles of beer, remember Yacolt, 
Washington, when it was one of the 
most picturesque lumber "boom
towns" in the Pacific Northwest. 
They are H. I. Gregory (right) and 
Fred McDermott. Serving them is 
Don Geddes. 

W. R. Staley, pictured above, is 
the busiest man in Yacolt, Wash. 
He operates the town's only shoe 
repair shop, performs the duties of 
town marshal and works eight 

a day as a layout man on 
shift at Vancouver. 

Pride of Ya·colt ~~~n~m~/ ~; 
Yacolt citizens as the "best butting 
·goat" in Clark county, Washington, 
is shown with John V. Cluff, swing 
shift welder leadman at Vancouver. 
He says many strangers have re

getting too close to "King 

- Chest or lungs are painful on 
breathing, 

-Chills or fever appear, 
-Sore throat makes swallowing 

painful. 
First Aid is run for your 

benefit, use it. 

C. C. Landon, 
91-year-old Swing Shifters Here are a few Yacolt residents preparing to leave for Vancouver. It founder of Yacolt, Wash., is 

require~ two large buses to transport Yacolt war workers to the pictured in his garden. He 
Kaiser yard on all three shifts. I says "life begins at ninety." 
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I Wassell~ Famed 
War Doctor~ to 
Talk at .Center 

(OREGON SHIP)-Commander Corydon M. Wassel, the 
doctor who emerged :from the obscurity of a Chinese mission 
to become one of the greatest heroes of the war, will relate his 
experiences to Oregon Ship workers in a talk at the OSC 
Victory center Thursday, October 26, 1 p. m. The story of Dr. 

---------·----- 1 Wassel will go down with the most 
vivid war exploits in American his-

crossl•ng· Watchman tory. _President Roosevelt ~ave a 
graphic account of the her01sm of 

d 
the valiant doctor on April 28, 1942, 

Busy as Bir Dog w~·~·. 11~~si:~1 was a missionary 

./ 

well known for his good works in 
China. He is a simple, modest, 
retiring man. nearly 60 years old. 
but he entered the se1·vice of his 
country and was commissioned a 
lieutenant commander in the Navy. 

"Dr. Wassel was assigned to duty 
in Java, caring for wounded officers 
and men of the cruisers Marblehead 
and Houston, which had been in 
heavy action in the Java seas." 

The vrnsident recounted how it 
was decided to evacuate the wound
ed to Au_stralia when the Japs ad
vanced across the island. Twelve 
of 'the men were so badly wounded 
that they could not be moved. Dr. 
Wassel elected to remain witl1 
these men. knowing he would be 
cap tu red by the enemy. 

Jhe Easy Way Wrestling with huge pieces of pipe while trying to weld on them was 
one of the biggest headaches ever to hit Pipe shop welders. So they 

got together with fellow workers and devised a holder for pipe, which rotates it as desired, 
along with an automatic welding machine. The principle is much the same as that of union 
melt welding, except that the above machine strikes an arc. "There's always an easy way if 
a fellow will just look for it," grinned Operator H. L. Bray, shown in the picture, as he told 
how the device had eliminated many wasted manhours. (Oregon Ship photo) 

(OREGON SHIP)-"Busier than 
a crossing in the freight yards of a 
big town" is Watchman Charles 
Sproat's description of his post at 
Oregon Ship's railroad and main 
gate intersection. 

"Trucks come through the gate 
in a steady stream," the 65-year-old 
retired brakeman said, "and the 
way the railroad is bringing in ma
terials keeps me hopping to pre
vent collisions." 

Dr. Wassel decided to make a 
desperate attempt to get the wound
ed men out of Java. He. finally 
succeeded in taking them 50 miles 
to the seacoast on i m p r o v i s e d 
stretchers. There they embarked 
on a small Dutch ship. They were 
bomhed and machine-gunned by Jap 
planes, but through the efforts of 
Dr. Wassel, who virtually took com
mand of the ship, the v es !' e I 
reached Australia safely. 

Increased 6.th oan 
GluOtci in Prospect 

(OREGON SHIP)-First pledge cards for the Sixth War 
Loan drive now are being printed and wiIJ be distributed to 
all workers October 30, Ken Moyer, war bond head, an
nounced this week. Deductions authorized by the card will be 
from the pay checks issued Friday, November 10. Unofficial 
report is that the Treasury depart- 1 · 
ment will set the Oregon Ship quota 
at $3,350,000, which is $100,000 more 
than the yard's goal for the Fifth 
\Var Loan campaign. 

Although the quota is higher 
there are 5000 more employes in I 
the yard than there wern during 
the Fifth Loan drive. Also, double 
time payments have increased the 
normal weekly payroll by $500,000, 

there is more money available 
for investment. 

In the Fifth War Loan campaign 
Oregon Shippers purchased a total 
of $3,766,548.75 in bonds, exceeding 
their quota by more than $500,000. 

Cash sales will start at the main 
bond booth on Wednesday, Novem
ber 1, Moyer said. Bonds will he 
issued directly across· the counter 
to investors. 

With Christmas in the offing and 
more cash in the pockets of work
ers , a heavy business is anticipated 
at the booth. War bonds have be
come popular as Christmas gifts to 
many donors. 

The Oregon Ship drive will be 
conducted as part of the national 
effort. OSC bond officials are work
ing closely with Treasury officials 
in the campaign. 

5th of ,October 
Ships Due Today 

(OREGON SHIP) - "For cripe's 
sake! Look at the hole I found in 
the bottom of this hull!" Or so 
Tank Test Foreman Jess Miller 
seems to be saying as he points to a 
three-inch opening in the bottom 
of an Attack Transport on the ways. 

As a matter of fact, Miller is 
pointing out a "bleeder plug" open
ing, one of 30 such small apertures 
cut in the bottom of every vessel 
built at Oregon Ship. Miller has su
pervised installation of fittings for 
the "bleeder plugs" since OSC's 
first ship was built. 

"Everybody around here calls me 
'Belly-plug'," Miller said. "That's 
what we've tagged the beveled 
brass plugs that screw into these 

(OREGON SHIP)-With the U. openings to keep the ship water-
s. S. Drew, the yard's 12th Attack tight." The plugs are removed when 
Transport, due for delivery today, the ship's tanks are flushed in dry
five of the eight vessels Oregon dock, Miller explained. 
Ship aims to complete in October Of the 30 plugs installed in each 
are off the Outfitting dock. Eleven ship launched from Oregon Ship's 
days remain to finish the remain- ways, Miller claims that only five 
ing three, which will bring the yard of his "bleeders" showed any leak
to the halfway point in the "30 by 

1 
age after launching. "We're pretty 

December 30" program. proud of that record," he added, 
Only 10 more AP-5's must be "because the big part of our job 

launched after today. is to help launch a water-tight ship." 

Page Eight 

, 

EX-MULE SKINNER 
ISSUES CHALLENGE 

(OREGON SHIPl-"I'll lay you 
five bucks I can drive any number 
of mules you want to hitch to-

g e th er," is the 
confident claim of 
tall, broad-should-

Handy to the intersection is 
Sproat's traditional watchman's cu
bicle: An electric heater replaces 
the old-time coal stove. but Sproat 
keeps a coal shovel hanging on the 
wall anyway, "just for old time's 
sake." 

Sprnat was brakeman for a year 
on OSC's 12-mile railroad line be
fore taking his present post. T'he 
major part of his railroading career 
was on the Northern Pacific line 
as b r a k em a n.y.nd f i r em a n on 

ered Homer Stur- freights running through Montana 
gess, burner in 

1 
and North Dakota. • 

tent EE at the end "After the war," Sproat c,>m
of the Outfitting ments, "I'm going to retire. I'm 
basin for the past going to buy a little house, do a 
year and a half. little fishing, and wach the trains 

Ash or t age of go by." 
mules in the im-

Homer Sturgess mediate vicinity 
of Oregon Ship has so far prevented 
any challenge to Sturgess' claim, 
but fellow workers say they have 
no doubt he could make good. Stur
gess is a native of Missouri, time
honored home of the mule, and tells 
of spending years "perfecting the 
fine art of mule skinning.'' 

"I'll match a mule any day against 
a thorse for steady work good dis
position and intelligence," Sturgess 
said. "They're the best animals in 
the world for team work." Tools of 

Little Rain Surprises 
New Child Center Aide 

(OREGON SHIP)-With only two 
rainy days in her first two weeks in 
Oregon, tall, a t t r a c t i v e Marion 

S t e v e n s , n e w 
Child Sery_ice cen
ter administrative 
assistant, says she 
is beginning to 
question the repu
tation the s t a t e 
has in her native 

his trade, he added , are few and Massachusetts. 
simple. Miss Stevens 

"Main things to have are a knowl- said she was also 
edge of the special language under- Miss Stevens happily surprised 
stood by the animals, stout lungs with the size and facilities of the 
for conveying that language, and a center. It is the largest nursery she 
bull .whip long enough to cut the has ever seen. 
bobbmg ear of a lead mule 50 feet A graduate of Radcliffe college 
ahead of the wagon." j Miss Stevens has. been placement 

' ~ . ' ·"~ 
. ... ' I • 

'SAVE MANPOWER FOR WARPOWER 
• f ~... ~ 

HJ.JIOHl.l SAFETY COUN(lt 

· director for a n u rs e r y training 
school in Boston and a member of 
the American committee for Chris
tian refugees in New York. 

Her work in the Child Service 
Center for the past two weeks has 
been in connection with child en
rollment. With a marked Bostonian 
accent she commented, "The work 
here is going to be more interesting 
than in most child care centers be
cause of its connection with a single 
large industry and the problems 
that come out of the situation." 
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Dr. Wassel is coming to Portl:-tnd 
under auspices of the industriJ'\l in
centive division of the Navy. 

Worker, 80 Young, 
Sweeps at Enemy 

(OREGON SHIP) - When the 
last volleys wern fired in the Civil 
War, O. S. Hall, now an OSC g1·ave

yard shift worker. 
was in the cradle. 
Tod a y, thF: 80-
y e a r - o 1 d shi:i,i
worker s w i n g s 
the brnom at the 
First Aid building 
with "w i n - t h e · 
war" fervor. 

B o r n in an 
army camp while 

O. s. Hall his father fought 
with the Northern forces, Hall h1ter 
homesteaded in N o r t h Dakota. 
spending 25 years there. He was 
county judge for two years. He 
came to Oreg-on in 1942 and started 
wo1·k in the yard in July, 1943. 

While he plays his part in the 
war effort at OSC, Hall b o as ts 
about his two grandchildren with 
the armed forces in India. 

"Only wish I were younger so 
that I could take a more active part 
in shipbuilding, but since I'm not, 
I will continue to do what I can un
til this thing is over," commented 
Hall. 

w·hiskerinos Give 
Blood For Plasma 

(OREGON SHIP) - Members of 
the swing shift "Whiskerino club" 
met at the Blood Donors' center, 
Friday morning, October 13, to do
nate blood as a token gift for mem
bers' sons in the service. 

Bewhiskered Oregon Shippers 
whose sons are overseas include 
Paul Gross, welder; Jess McCash, 
welder lead man; D. M. Booras, 
sbipfitter; Clarence Smith, union 
melt operator; Cecil L. King, chip· 
per, and Harold Long, shipfitter. 

Oliver Traver, club president, re· 
ports that $70 in dues and fines 'A.as 
been collected for donation to the 
Red Cross. Instead of giving prizes 
for best and longest beards, mem
bers decided at their last meeting 
to hold a drawing on October 21 for 
the winners of the four prizes of
fered, he added. 
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