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00:00:20 Family 
background part 1 
& early life

Roberts shares her family background. Her father, David Murray Cantrell, and mother, Mary 
Pearl Higgins, were both born in Texas and met in Goree, Texas. Her father worked for 
Southern Pacific Railroad and worked in both Texas and Kansas. Her parents and their family 
considered themselves Texans though they also spent years living in Kansas. Roberts was 
born in Kansas on February 5, 1923 and lived there until age six. A family tradgedy unfolded 
when her father fell ill after drinking prohibition "rot gut booze." He was moved to a 
sanitarium in Oklahoma. Roberts had just started second grade at the time. They moved back 
to Texas where her mother had family. 

Prohibition Alcohol 
poisoning

00:04:10 Family 
background part 2

Roberts tells the story of how her paternal grandfather came to Texas from Alabama with his 
brother as well as her maternal grandparents' marriage and the death of her maternal 
grandmother  from complications after giving birth when her mother was two months old. 
[Roberts' great-grandmother] Grandmother Stone raised her mother, taking her to Goree, 
Texas. Her great uncle became a landowner in Goree, owned a farm, established the only 
bank in town, had an insurance agency and became the mayor as well. They were the 
Coffman family and became prominent in the town.

Goree, Texas Childbirth Community 
founder

00:07:37 Great 
grandmonther's 
death

Roberts' mother Mary considered Grandmother Stone to be her mother.  Grandmother Stone 
came to visit the family in Kansas when Roberts' father was still healthy and died at their 
home. Roberts remembered her being there but was very young and later learned what had 
happened. She did not know her great grandmother well but she knew her mother 
considered all of the relatives in Goree to be her close family. 

Family death Goree, TX Extended 
family

00:09:10 Family religious 
background

Roberts discusses her family's religious background. Her parents were both Southern 
Methodists. It was considered sinful for them to drink, dance, and gamble. Roberts and her 
siblings went to Sunday school and church with her mother; she does not remember her 
father going. Church was their social life in Texas and they engaged in related activities 
several days each week. She heard her mother tell friends in Texas about her experience of 
being a Sunday school teacher in Kansas and learning that the Black and White children 
were allowed to sit together in her class in Kansas, a change with which she was 
comfortable.

Religion -
Southern 
Methodist

Religion - Social 
life

Racial 
integration
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00:12:48 David Murray 
Cantrell's drinking 
and alcohol 
poisoning

Roberts' mother was opposed to her father's drinking and would not allow alcohol in their 
house. Her father would drink with a close family friend on Saturday afternoons. The friend 
also became ill from drinking. The drinking incident and illness happened after her father lost 
his job during the recession leading up to the stock market crash in '29. Roberts later 
discovered that her father's affliction, jake leg, was fairly common among people who drank 
an imported Jamaican liquor. He continued to enjoy drinking alcohol throughout his life.

Jake leg Alcohol 
poisoning

Alcohol 
consumption

00:17:55 Move from Kansas 
to Texas after 
father's illness

Roberts discusses her mother's decision to move back to Wichita Falls in 1930 and live near 
her father, Roberts' Grandpa Higgins, instead of Goree, Texas where her other relatives lived, 
or with her husband's family. Roberts' mother had not known her father well because she had 
been raised by Grandmother Stone after her own mother's death. She also discusses her 
parents' educational experiences, including her father's siblings' education and careers. 

Education - 
family

00:22:12 Parents' life 
philosophies

Roberts' mother's philosophy involved a stoic work ethic, doing good, leading a clean life and 
believing that if you work hard and live right, you will have a good life. Her father followed 
politics, made caustic comments about most politicians, and was outspoken about people he 
considered "uppity".  He enjoyed farming, saying "If I had a little plot of land and 30 chickens, 
I could make it." He wanted to work the land and let the world go by. Roberts was influenced 
by both.

Work ethic Life philosophy Farming

00:25:05 Struggling in 
Texas & Grandpa 
Higgins' fourth 
marriage

Life was difficult for her mother after they moved to Texas; they did not know when, or 
whether, her father would be released from the sanitarium. They first lived with Grandpa 
Higgins but when he married his fourth wife via long-distance telephone around that time, 
they moved to their own apartment. Her mother struggled to provide for them and there were 
no welfare programs at the time.

Great 
Depression

Housing Food 
assistance

00:27:15 Living in Wichita 
Falls

"When there is beer in the bathtub, there is hardly any peace around the house", after 
Roberts' father returned home to Texas, quoted from her autobiography. Roberts describes 
Wichita Falls and its natural gas and oil wells. It served as the center in the northern region of 
Texas for the faming and cattle community and the oil industry.

Wichita Falls
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00:00:11 Father's inability 
to work and 
impact on the 
family

Roberts' father never completely recovered from his illness and was not able to work. She 
describes the effects of jake leg on him. He had been active as an athlete and farmer and it 
made him bitter to not be able to do what he used to to. Roberts' mother started taking in 
washing to make ends meet. 

Jake leg Unemployment Disability

00:04:20 Taking in 
washing in 
Wichita Falls 
during the 
Depression

Roberts' mother's family in Goree was successful but everybody worked hard. The family 
attitude was that there was always work to be done: washing, ironing, cleaning, cooking, and 
sewing. In Wichita Falls. it was difficult to find people who would pay her mother for washing 
during the Depression; she had three or four regular customers. A description follows of the 
hard work of washing and the utility arrangements in the house in Wichita Falls. The water in 
the house was once turned off for nonpayment which meant her mother could not wash.

Household 
chores

Great 
Depression

Laundry

00:08:50 Children's 
education and 
mother's work in 
Wichita Falls

Roberts' mother was "adamant" that the children go to school because she wanted them to 
get a high school education like she had done. Her father had been educated through the 
sixth grade and believed the children could work instead. The children worked during the 
summer and after completing high school. Her mother had work through the WPA [Works 
Project Administration] program at that point. Roberts describes the program and the sewing 
work her mother did. The children wore patched and mended hand-me-downs from her 
mother's washing customers.

Works Project 
Administration 
(WPA)

Education - 
Attitudes

Education - Family

00:12:21 Change in 
Roberts' parent's 
marriage

Roberts' mother went to church in Wichita Falls until her good clothes from Kansas became 
too worn out. Her father spent time with his parents in Sherman, Texas. It was a relief for the 
family when he was there because it was a break from his unhappiness. He moved back to 
Wichita Falls after his parents died, living on his own and receiving a small social security 
disability benefit. It was the beginning of the social security program. Roberts' parents were 
in essence separated once her father started spending time in Sherman and her mother 
made all of the decisions about the children and family.

Social security Marital 
separation

Religion - Church 
attendance
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00:15:15 Primary school Roberts went to first grade and part of second grade in Kansas until her father became ill, 
finishing second grade in Sherman, TX. She started third grade in Wichita Falls. She 
describes herself as having been a "bitter little girl" at that time because she remembered 
being comfortable in Kansas and life was more difficult for the family in Texas. She was bored 
at school and would get called into the principal's office for fighting with her friends.

Primary school Childhood 
friendships

00:18:41 Junior high & 
extracurricular 
activities

Starting 7th grade at Reagan Junior High marked a change in neighborhood and better 
experiences of school and friendships. Roberts was a tomboy and always preferred boy 
games over girl games. Her brother was a "really good brother" and always took her along 
with him. She had two girlfriends but she was mostly friends with the boys on their street. 
They climbed trees and played other games. She loved visiting family in Goree in the 
summer where she had twin cousins close to her age. She helped around the farm when she 
was there. At home in Wichita Falls she did chores around the house and helped her mother 
with the washing after school.

Household 
chores

Junior high 
school

Childhood games

00:22:19 Engaging with 
outside world 
and initial ideas 
about 
government

Roberts had access to radio and the local newspaper through neighbors, as well as the 
family's set of World Book encyclopedias that had been purchased in Kansas. The WPA  
program influenced Roberts later in her career as an example of government,  when it 
functions properly, helping people to have a better life. During her senior year of high school 
in 1938-39, her civics teacher talked about what was happening in Europe and noted Adolf 
Hitler was someone to be concerned about. 

Works Project 
Administration 
(WPA)

Hitler, Adolf High school

00:26:07 Secondary 
education and 
extracurricular 
activities in high 
school

Roberts' mother had enrolled in junior college in Kansas after her father went to the 
sanitorium in Oklahoma. However she did not have the money to continue her studies. 
Roberts was an average student, mostly received Bs and Cs in school, but always As in 
physical education. She believes she would have been a better student if she had not started 
school one year too early. But her mother had been eager to start her children in school. In 
high school, Roberts sang in the choir and played a lot of tennis. Her brother also played 
tennis and learned to sail as a Sea Scout.

Education - 
affordability

Education - 
attitudes

Extracurricular 
activities

00:29:14 Brother born 
with no left hand, 
part 1

Robert's brother was born with no left hand. They do not know why. Her mother consulted 
with doctors who recommended that he not get an artificial hand because he needed to use 
and develop the muscles in his arm. 

Congenital 
anomaly

Artificial limb
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00:00:19 Impact of father's 
illness on Roberts 
and her siblings

Roberts remembers her childhood in great detail but her brother does not like to talk about 
it. Her sister has helped her piece things together and provded chronology. To Roberts, her 
father's illness was such an influence on the family and their lifestyle that it was important for 
her to understand it. She does not remember anything about the stock market crash 
because it happened after her father became ill. 

Alcohol 
poisoning

Family life Prohibition

00:02:48 Brother born with no 
left hand, part 2

Roberts' brother was born without a left hand. Her mother consulted doctors about whether 
to get him an artificial hand but they advised against it and her brother never opted to use 
one. Roberts' mother was concerned that her brother would be limited by a disability but he 
has not been limited.

Artificial limb Disability

00:04:01 Family's experience 
of poverty during the 
Depression.

Roberts' family was poor when they first moved back to Texas but her mother was 
determined that they would not remain that way. Roberts saw the effects of the Depression 
in her neighborhood, with people having very little food and very little clothing. She had a 
friend whose father owned a restaurant, and Roberts got to eat dinner there when she spent 
the night at her friend's house. She had friends who were poor, some just above the poverty 
line, and some who were middle income. 

Great 
Depression

Socio-economic 
status

Childhood 
friendships

00:07:38 Roberts' experiences 
with her teachers

Roberts spent a lot of time with her father after school, especially after her mother started 
working outside of the house. Roberts describes a music teacher who helped her in junior 
high. Her bookkeeping teacher in high school was a football coach. Roberts, a football fan, 
would sit next to his desk after finishing her classwork and talk football. She did not have any 
teachers who really inspired her but she got along with all of them. Roberts also shares her 
views on President Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Leisure activities Education - 
Teachers

Roosevelt, 
Franklin D.
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00:11:18 Freshman year at 
Texas Wesleyan 
College

Roberts' brother was going to the local junior college and encouraged her to attend. She 
attended for three weeks but found that she could not afford it so she left and worked 
several clerical jobs until she was 18. A college recruiter convinced Roberts and two of her 
friends to attend Texas Wesleyan  in Fort Worth starting in the fall of 1941. They worked in 
Leonard's Department store every day from 1-7pm and took classes in the morning. Roberts 
paid her own tuition at $4 per week and bought groceries with the other $4 per week that 
she earned. Against the rules, they cooked in one of their dorm rooms.

Texas Wesleyan 
College

Junior college Education- 
Affordability

00:14:12 Pearl Harbor attack Roberts was on a Sunday afternoon picnic with friends when they heard that Pearl Harbor 
had been bombed.  She had been focused on having a good time as a young person and 
had not kept up with the situation in Europe since it had been mentioned in her high school 
civics class in 1939. She was aware of some things related to the military going on around 
her but the total effect of what was happening hadn't hit her. Sheppard Field was built in 
Wichita Falls in 1940. The influx of a lot of young male soldiers into the town via Sheppard 
Field "made social life much more interesting."

Sheppard Air 
Force Base

World War II - 
attack on Pearl 
Harbor

World War II - 
social life

00:17:39 Meeting first 
husband, Bill Rice

Roberts majored in physical education in college. In January 1942, she came home to Wichita 
Falls for the midterm break and met a soldier named John Willard "Bill" Rice. When she went 
back to Fort Worth to finish the school term, Rice started visiting her mother, who thought he 
was wonderful. He enjoyed the visits because they gave him a break from the air base. 
When Roberts returned home that summer, they started seeing each other and were married 
that September. 

Rice, John 
Willard

Marriage Dating

00:20:12 Bill Rice's work at 
Sheppard Field 
during the war

Roberts worked for the telephone company in the summer of 1941 and did not return to 
school. There was a large demand for workers. Wichita Falls was thriving because of 
Sheppard Field. Rice was stationed at Sheppard Field for four years and became a drill 
instructor and staff seargent. He joked that Wichita Falls was as bad a place that anyone was 
sent during the war because it was so unpleasant to live there. It was hot, dry, windy, dusty, 
and cold in the winter and he spent most of his time outside on the drill field.

Sheppard Air 
Force Base

Wichita Falls, 
Texas

World War II - 
Economy

00:22:39 Roberts' wedding, 
honeymoon, and 
Rice's Oregon 
connection

Roberts' wedding to Rice took place at the Methodist Church and it was "not white-gown 
formal".  She and Rice spent their honeymoon in Lubbock, Texas driving there with her 
brother through a terrible sandstorm. Roberts became pregnant six months later with their 
first child. Rice was mustered out of the mlitary in November of 1945 and they moved to 
Oregon at the end of that year. Rice had been raised in Oregon and spent his early 
adulthood there.

Lubbock, Texas Wedding Honeymoon
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00:25:30 Move to Klamath 
Falls and first 
exposure to Oregon 
politics

Roberts had visited Oregon with Rice a few times during the war. She remembers saying 
"Don't ever ask me to live in Lakeview." They later ended up living there for a year. They 
moved to Klamath Falls around New Year's of 1946, driving from Texas. Roberts became 
acquainted with one politician in Klamath Falls, Philip S. Hitchcock, who was a state senator 
at the time. She describes her political awareness as limited. She notes that in Texas, when 
she turned 21 she registered to vote as a Democrat, becasue her family were Democrats and 
so was Franklin D. Roosevelt, who in her view had done many good things.

Klamath Falls, 
Oregon

Hitchcock, 
Philip S.

Political 
awareness
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00:00:10 Registering as a 
Democrat in Oregon

Roberts registered as a Democrat when she moved to Klamath Falls, Oregon, largely due to her family's 
tradition. She had sensed the difference in Texas between Presbyterians, who had more money and were 
Republicans, and Methodists, who were Democrats and blue-collar workers. She began to draw distinctions in 
terms of lifestyle and party registration but had not yet developed an understanding of the difference between 
Republican and Democrat in a political sense at that point. 

Political parties Presbyterian Methodist

00:03:47 Initial Oregon years: 
Klamath Falls and 
Lakeview

Roberts and John Willard Rice lived in Klamath Falls for four years and spent a year in Lakeview, where they 
endured a very cold winter in an uninsulated house during her third pregnancy. Even though Roberts did not 
want to move to Lakeview, it was expected that “the woman just went where the man went”. She made one 
lasting friend in Lakeview, Delpha Plato, who she later helped to get appointed to the Oregon Racing 
Commission. Roberts did not work outside the home and describes her family at that time as a typical postwar 
family. 

World War II -  
Postwar family life

Plato, Delpha Gender roles

00:06:57 Moving from Lakeview 
to La Grande, Oregon

Roberts and her husband moved briefly to Portland from Lakeview for nine months. She gave birth to her third 
child when they were living in east Multnomah County. Rice was then sent to La Grande as the Eastern Oregon 
Coordinator for the bank, reviewing and advising on operations and personnel. He traveled from Monday 
through Friday, trying to visit every branch once a month. Roberts sometimes went with him in the summer if it 
was a short trip but it was more fun for the kids to stay home.

Careers - Banking La Grande, 
Oregon

Childbirth

00:09:12 Social and family life in 
La Grande

Roberts’ social circle expanded when she moved to La Grande. She became involved in civic, social, and 
educational activities and found a lot of camaraderie among the women in town. She notes that due to its 
relative isolation, people in La Grande generated their own activities and social groups. Roberts explains that La 
Grande in the 1950s was a home-centered culture and her activities with other women were centered on child 
rearing, trading recipes, and social time. She describes how there is a set of chores for each day and an ethos 
of working to get everything done on its day else you were “slovenly” and would have to catch up the next day.

Social life 1950s Homemaking La Grande, 
Oregon

00:15:13 Family contact during 
the 1950s and ‘60s, 
part 1

Roberts communicated infrequently with her siblings and mother but they remained close despite being busy 
with their families. Her brother became an architect, lived in Spain for four years and settled in Chicago. Her 
sister lived and raised her children in Alexandria, Virginia. Her mother worked for the Boy’s Club in Wichita Falls 
and later in Chicago, working at Woodlawn Boy’s Club in a primarily Black community.

Boy's Club Chicago, Illinois Family life
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00:19:09 Family contact during 
the 1950s and '60s, 
part 2

Roberts’ father had remained in Texas but started spending a lot of time at her brother’s property in St. Charles, 
Illinois. He primarily stayed with her brother until he died of a heart attack in 1964, the year Roberts was first 
elected to the legislature. Her mother and father saw each other through her brother but they never lived 
together again. Roberts made a trip to the east coast when she was living in La Grande and her kids got to 
meet their cousins in Alexandria and her sister later visited Oregon with her kids. Even though they could go 
months without hearing from each other, they could pick up where they left off.

St. Charles, Illinois Family death Family life

00:21:28 Returning to school 
and husband’s 
reaction, part 1

During her final year in La Grande, Roberts had become used to the regular routine and her four children were 
in school. Playing bridge had become tiresome. She went to Eastern Oregon University to explore returning to 
school and ended up registering for classes. Roberts made the decision without telling her husband because 
she knew he would not approve. She had been to class a couple of times before she told him. He did not speak 
with her for two days and was shocked both that she was doing it and that she hadn’t told him.

Eastern Oregon 
University

Returning to 
school

Education - 
Gender roles

00:24:34 Returning to school 
and husband’s 
reaction, part 2

Rice came from a very traditional family and never accepted Roberts' going to school. His sister had worked at 
a bank but it was ok for her to do that because she was not married. He never thought that Roberts would work 
outside the home. He was not prepared for this shift and she did not know how to prepare him for it. His 
objection may have also been due in part to his having never gone to college. Her decision to go back was 
partly practical, based wanting to bring in more income for their family and a concern about what she would do 
if something happened to Rice while he was on the road; and partly her desire to do something more after 
becoming bored in her current routine.

Education - 
Attitudes

Gender roles World War II - 
Postwar family 
life

00:27:54 First year at Eastern 
Oregon University

In her first term of school, Roberts went to class two hours in the afternoon while her daughter was in 
kindergarten. She took nine hours the next term and twelve hours the following term and received almost all As 
and an occasional B. She enjoyed school, staying home and studying after the children went to bed rather than 
going out to play bridge. She went to her first class wearing white gloves. Once she decided to take the gloves 
off, the younger students treated her as one of them. She had a great U.S. History teacher, Lee Johnson, who 
convinced her to write a midterm paper on women of the west. [tape ends mid-story]

Education - 
Attitudes

Education - 
Returning to 
school

Eastern Oregon 
University
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00:00:29 Moving to Portland and 

attending Portland State 
College in 1956

Roberts' U.S. History teacher Lee Johnson at Eastern Oregon University encouraged her to go to 
Portland State College when she moved to Portland. She started there in the fall of 1956. Portland 
State College was an influential experience for Roberts for a number of reasons. She and [John 
Willard] Rice had moved their family to an urban area and the city itself was interesting to her so she 
enjoyed being downtown for classes. More importantly to her, she was immediately accepted by the 
students and professors and she was taking a full courseload which she had not done before. She 
wanted to become a high school teacher. She discusses her childcare arrangements during this time.

Portland State 
University

Urban life Childcare

00:05:33 Student work in the library 
and Rice's difficulty accepting 
her schooling

Roberts discovered there was student work available and she started working in the Library two 
nights per week, earning $15 per week which paid for her books and transportation. Rice knew that 
she intended to keep going to school after they left La Grande. He still did not accept it very well and 
was not happy that she took the job on campus. Her oldest daughter was in 7th grade and helped 
with cooking dinner on one of Roberts' nights at school.

Education - Older 
student

World War II - 
Postwar family 
life

Family life

00:08:07 Taking Political Science 
courses at Portland State

Roberts took 15 hours her first term at Portland State College and raised the number of hours the 
following terms. Political Science Professor Marko Haggard was one of her first instructors. She 
decided to get her secondary education certificate in Social Studies. Haggard taught Political Science 
201 in the fall of 1956 and he encouraged his students to engage in politics in the real world. She and 
Haggard struck up a friendship. She started taking other kinds of political science courses which 
began to challenge her thinking about current politics.

Political science Haggard, 
Marko

Careers - 
Teaching

00:12:30 Growing interest in politics as 
a student and working on a 
campaign

By her senior year, Roberts had become really interested in politics from a political science 
perspective. She was interested in observing campaigns but not yet in becoming a candidate. She 
met Henry Clay Meyers Jr. at a strategy meeting for Philip S. Hitchcock’s campaign for U.S. Senate 
and helped with grassroots campaigning for Hitchcock.

Political science Campaigns Meyers, Henry 
Clay, Jr.

00:14:50 Taking speech courses and 
joining the public speaking 
team

Roberts took summer courses and then a speech course in persuasion that fall taught by Frank 
L.Roberts who she did not get to know well at that time. He encouraged her to join a public speaking 
group [the Forensics?] for extra credit. She describes the first meeting she attended for that group 
where they were asked to do impromptu, three-minute speeches on randomly selected subjects.

Roberts, Frank L. Public 
speaking

Extemporaneous 
speaking
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00:18:46 Learning from public 
speaking

When Roberts’ turn came to speak at the public speaking group meeting, the subject she selected 
was the Middle East and she initially drew a blank. The group waited quietly until she thought of 
something to say. Roberts describes her thought process and then the group’s critique process after 
each speaker’s turn. This experience taught her to move beyond stage fright and that a good speaker 
must be well-informed; she learned more in this way from speech classes than from her substantive 
classes.

Public speaking Speech

00:23:17 Participating in regional 
speech tournaments and 
winning first prize at State

The public speaking group was very important to Roberts. She participated in debate tournaments 
with them around the region. The issue that year was on right-to-work legislation. She also honed her 
extemporaneous speaking abilities and developed a speech called Modern Woman: Saint or Sinner . 
She won first prize at the state tournament for extemporaneous speaking in 1958. 

Extemporaneous 
speaking

Right-to-work Debates 

00:27:02 Summing up Portland State 
College experience

Roberts notes that public speaking through Portland State was a positive, confidence-building 
experience for her and prepared her to become a good teacher. It also taught her how to organize 
material by reviewing it as a film in her mind. Her grades at Portland State were good and after all of 
the experiences she had had there, she felt very ready to become a teacher. She was required to 
take one physical education class to graduate so took golf and brought her 5-year-old son with her.

Public speaking Portland State 
University

Childcare
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00:00:10 Experiences at Portland 
State College as an 
older student and parent

Faculty at Portland State were willing to work with Roberts as an older woman student 
with children. She describes a couple of openly sexist professors but in general she 
was very happy at Portland State and did not concern herself with the rudeness. No 
one prevented her from doing her work and the school was small enough at the time 
that the professors noticed that she did well. As an older student she was skilled at 
time management and organizing her work as well as understanding what professors 
were looking for. 

Education - 
Older students

Education - 
Sexism

Portland State 
University

00:04:38 Encouragement to 
pursue master's degree 
at University of Oregon

Roberts recalled one woman professor about the same age as her named Ruth 
Widmayer. They became friends after Roberts began teaching and got into politics. 
Whidmire encouraged her while at Portland State and her Political Science Professor 
Marko Haggard encouraged her to get a master’s degree at the University of Oregon. 
He told her the story of the fight in the legislature over the creation of Portland State 
College. Roberts expands on this, informed in part by her service on Oregon’s Higher 
Education Commission. 

Haggard, Marko Portland State 
University

Widmayer, 
Ruth

00:09:31 University of Oregon 
masters program in 
Political Science

Haggard told Roberts that she might have some difficulty getting into a master’s 
program at University of Oregon because faculty there believed the quality of 
education and the professors at Portland State were inferior. Nevertheless she 
pursued it. University of Oregon political science Professor Lester G. Seligman was 
assigned to be her advisor, who asked “What’s wrong with playing bridge and doing 
church work?” She convinced him she was serious and had already researched the 
requirements for the degree. Roberts remembers just one other woman in a summer 
class with her.

Education -
Sexism

Seligman, 
Lester G.

University of 
Oregon

00:13:03 Masters thesis on Basic 
School Support

Roberts wrote her master’s thesis on the pressure groups battling both for and against 
the change to basic school support that had been decided in the 1957 Oregon 
Legislature. She describes the issues surrounding this change and the effort to 
equalize the support for students around the state. In order to write the paper, she 
interviewed school board members, legislators, and lobbyists as well as read a lot of 
literature on pressure groups. 

Master's thesis Basic school 
support

Interest groups
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00:16:09 “Betty, I can’t possibly let 
you do that.”

Roberts completed the requirements for her degree in the summer of 1962. She 
talked to Burt Wingert, the department chair about her strong interest in pursuing a 
Ph.D. in political science. His response was: “Betty, I can’t possibly let you do that.” 
She describes his arguments against her pursuit of a doctorate. She had no recourse 
after he said no; there were no age or sex discrimination laws. The logistics of moving 
to Eugene may have prevented her from pursuing a Ph.D. even if she had been 
accepted to the program. She notes that she was later on the Ways and Means 
committee while serving in the legislature, going through University of Oregon's 
budget.

Education -
Gender roles

Wingert, Burt Doctorate

00:22:05 Desire to continue her 
education despite 
setbacks

Roberts’ focus in her master’s degree was in the behavioral area. She was fascinated 
with public opinion, how to measure it, and how campaigns manipulate it. She had 
planned to teach college if she got her Ph.D. She felt comfortable in college life and 
had a strong desire to continue to learn. Being turned down by University of Oregon 
was a setback in that moment, but she knew she would continue her education 
somehow.

Public opinion Doctorate Education - 
Attitudes

00:25:37 Separation from Bill Rice Roberts separated from her first husband, John Willard Rice, in 1958 after she secured 
a teaching job at Reynolds High School. He had not wanted her to work and when she 
insisted on it he was very upset. He had reluctantly accepted her higher education but 
did not see the need for it. Roberts explains how Rice’s family background, 
experience of taking one term at University of Oregon, and his work in the banking 
business influenced his attitude toward education.

Marital 
separation

Careers - 
Teaching

Education - 
Attitudes
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Time Stamp Title Synopsis Keyword Keyword Keyword
00:00:23 Filing for divorce from Bill 

Rice
Roberts’ plan when going to school was to help support the family but she realized her 
relationship with John Willard Rice had changed and that it was impacting the children 
so she filed for divorce in early 1959. Rice contested it, saying that if she was a teacher 
she could not care for the children, so the process took longer than expected.

Divorce Custody Working mother

00:03:33 Impact of divorce on the 
children

Roberts’ children were impacted by the divorce in different ways. Roberts felt the 
divorce would eventually be good for the family and focused on keeping them stable. 
Rice moved within two blocks of where Roberts and the children lived after they 
divorced. She felt it was good for the kids, who were able to visit and stay with him 
easily. He remarried shortly after the divorce.

Divorce Family life

00:06:35 First teaching job at 
Reynolds High School

Roberts sought a teaching job in early 1958 and applied at Reynolds, a new school. 
She wanted to teach seniors because they were as close as she could get to teaching 
adults in the public school system. She recounts the story of how she was hired as the 
Dean of Girls and in her first year taught Modern Problems and U.S. History as well as 
serving as Dean of Girls.

Careers - 
Teaching

Reynolds High 
School

00:09:53 Dean of Girls at Reynolds 
High School

Roberts quickly learned that she did not like being Dean of Girls and dealing either 
with students who had delinquency issues or with students who wanted to go to 
college. She tried to help with career planning for the other girls but they were focused 
primarily on getting married. She was also asked to serve as advisor for several clubs. 
She did not receive any additional salary for being Dean of Girls. After two years, she 
was pressured to become Dean of Girls full-time or not continue at Reynolds. She 
declined and applied at Centennial. 

Overwork Careers - Gender 
roles

Reynolds High 
School

00:12:49 Election to Lents school 
board and teaching at 
Centennial High School

In the spring of 1960, Roberts was elected to the Lents District Elementary School 
Board. It was her first experience of being elected. She had gotten to know several 
teachers at Centennial and was active in the Oregon Education Association. Centennial 
offered her a full-time job teaching Modern Problems. She worked there for two years, 
from 1960-62, and developed the course content which began with teaching a 
problem-solving technique to help students address social issues.

Lents School 
Board

Oregon 
Education 
Association 
(OEA)

Centennial High 
School
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00:16:56 Leaving Centennial to run 
for office

Roberts loved the autonomy she had in the classroom. She could prepare lessons how 
she wanted and received good feedback from students and other teachers. Over the 
years, she kept up with some of her students. She planned to stay at Centennial but 
her teaching contract was not renewed in 1962 when she filed to run for legislative 
office. She needed the teaching job but was unable to convince the district to change 
their decision, even after the social studies teachers signed a petition advocating for 
her to be able to return.

Careers - 
Teaching

Centennial High 
School

Campaigns - 1962 
- Oregon 
legislative

00:21:45 Teaching in the David 
Douglas School District

Roberts had to move schools again due to the Centennial School District’s decision so 
she went to work in the David Douglas School District where she already knew a few 
administrators through her school board activities. The superintendent, Floyd Light, 
understood the wisdom of giving her a job in the school district while she was in the 
legislature. Light expressed a concern that some on the school board might consider 
her a troublemaker due to her involvement in politics, but he preferred to work with 
people he might have to reign in. The David Douglas school board at the time was 
quite progressive. 

David Douglas 
School District

Careers - 
Teaching

Political 
involvement

00:25:13 Decision to run for school 
board in response to 
conservative influence

In the early 1960s a conservative influence emerged with groups such as Save Our 
Schools and the John Birch Society. Roberts describes someone on the school board 
who was in the John Birch Society and his frequent attacks on teachers. She was part 
of a group in the Lents school district who started to go to the board meetings to 
counteract the conservative influence. She decided she would like to run for school 
board. There was pushback from her group because she was recently divorced and 
therefore some group members felt that she could not be elected. The group identified 
two men who they officially supported to run and Roberts decided to run anyway.

John Birch 
Society

Campaigns - 
School board

Campaigns - 
Sexism
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00:00:05 Introduction Note: interviewer states that this is tape 3, side B but it is actually tape 4, side B.

00:00:09 Lents School Board resolution on 
pledge of allegiance

Roberts was elected to a position on the school board, as was one of the men that was part of her 
progressive group. When the conservative member of the board, Kenny [Kenneth] Landgraver 
submitted a resolution that teachers require students to say the pledge of allegiance every 
morning, Roberts opposed it and knew it was unconstitutional. A large crowd representing both 
sides showed up for the vote on the issue. Roberts proposed a substitute resolution to commend 
teachers for their efforts in teaching patriotism; in turn she was called communist by the opposing 
side. The board voted four to one against her resolution, a betrayal by two members who said 
they’d vote for it.

Campaigns - 
School board

Pledge of 
allegiance

Landgraver, 
Kenneth

00:05:13 Conservative influence on the 
Lents School Board

The resolution on the pledge of allegiance was passed, but the board was already in the process 
of rewriting the whole policy and Landgraver’s resolution was not included. When teachers 
presented a new pay package to the board, Landgraver said he would consider raising just the 
men’s salaries because “they have families to support.”  Roberts' response to him implied he was 
a communist by quoting Marx’s slogan “From each according to his ability, to each according to 
his needs.” 

Pledge of 
allegiance

Marx, Karl Education - 
Sexism

00:06:45 Roberts' concern about negative 
publicity in her future political 
career due to pledge of allegiance 
position

Roberts was concerned that her opposition to the pledge of allegiance in school would be raised 
as an issue in her future political campaigns because it has been covered in the local news, but it 
never was. She found out after running for senate in 1968 that her opponent Tom {Thomas R.] 
Mahoney’s advisors suggested he bring up the flag salute issue in the campaign but he did not 
want to give her the publicity. Roberts was always prepared for the issue to come up and shares 
what she would have said in a press release if it had been necessary. 

Pledge of 
allegiance

Mahoney, 
Thomas R.

Campaigns

00:08:09 Reasons for being considered a 
troublemaker

Roberts discusses why the superintendent of the David Douglas School District called her a 
troublemaker. Her participation in the Oregon Education Association (OEA) was part of it, as well 
as running for the legislature. She did not fit the expectation of a “docile” teacher. The OEA was 
advocating for salary schedules and increased sick leave for teachers. Roberts had been elected 
to the OEA’s representative council that made policy decisions. Her activities and gender 
combined gave others the impression she was a troublemaker. 

Education - 
Gender roles

Oregon 
Education 
Association 
(OEA)
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00:10:30 Running for office while married to 
Frank Roberts

In 1962, Roberts had been married to Frank [L.] Roberts for about a year when they both talked 
about running for office. Roberts ran in east Multnomah County. She describes the division of the 
Oregon house districts and how the elections worked, as well as the impact of marrying F. Roberts 
on her political connections. F. Roberts had worked in the legislature and decided to run for an 
open seat in the senate.  Running two campaigns out of one household was challenging and the 
press called them a “husband and wife team” which neither of them liked. Roberts describes how 
it was difficult to get the press to understand that they were recently married and that she had had 
her career before they were together. Roberts credits F. Roberts for involving her in his political 
activities in the Democratic Party. She soon took ownership of her involvement. 

Roberts, Frank L. Election 
practices

Campaigns - 1964- 
Oregon 
legislative

00:15:36 Northwest College of Law In 1962, Roberts experienced defeats. She was defeated in the primary, lost her job at Centennial, 
and was not permitted to enter the Ph.D. program in political science at the University of Oregon. 
She decided to keep teaching and see what happened and felt confident that she could always 
teach. She had learned about Northwestern College of Law through her political activities. She 
visited the college’s office in the summer of ’62 and describes its history and facilities. Many of its 
students were close to Roberts’ age and held day jobs while attending classes at night. Roberts 
reflects on her response to the defeats she experienced that year.

Lewis & Clark Law 
School

Careers - 
Teaching

00:20:01 Meaning of teaching experience 
for Roberts

Roberts reflects that being a teacher helped her to grow, requiring her to learn about issues and 
teaching techniques. She knew she was good at teaching. Her classes were interactive and her 
students liked her courses. She shared a variety of perspectives and audio/visual media about the 
issues she taught in the classroom. At home, her kids were thriving and she knew she was a good 
mother as well. This was a positive time for her, so not being able to enter a Ph.D. program did not 
upset her life. She knew she would move on and find something else. 

Careers - Teaching Family life

00:23:25 Evolution of relationship and 
marriage with Frank Roberts

Roberts’ first interactions with F. Roberts were when he was her teacher. She knew he was 
divorced but they were not interested in each other. After her election to the school board, he 
called and asked her out to see a play, the Fantasticks. They began spending time together, going 
to Democratic precinct meetings and later going sailing with her kids. They were married after 
Thanksgiving of 1960. They both led very busy lives and were often in different locations due to 
work and school.

Roberts, Frank L. Dating Marriage
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00:00:14 Reflection on relationship with 

Frank Roberts
Roberts describes many positive aspects of being married to Frank L.Roberts. He was interesting 
to discuss issues with and her children respected him. Her two daughters continue to stay in 
touch with him. F. Roberts helped with her 1964 campaign in many ways. However amidst her 
years in law school, her campaign, and after she was elected, they realized that they had different 
interests in terms of family and professional growth. They decided that they liked each other but 
not as married partners.

Roberts, Frank L. Campaigns - 
1964 - Oregon 
legislative

00:04:54 Working on Robert Straub’s 
campaign for State Treasurer 

In her 1964 campaign, the important election was the primary because East Multnomah County 
was so heavily democratic. She was done with most of her campaigning by May because after 
winning the primary she had essentially made it to the legislature. Though she and F. Roberts felt 
differently about him, they both worked for Robert [W.] Straub’s campaign for State Treasurer that 
year because Roberts did not have a lot of campaigning to do for her November election. She 
helped Straub with appearances at events in East Multnomah County.

Straub, Robert 
W.

Campaigns - 
1964 - Oregon 
legislative

00:08:11 Incident leading to questioning of 
marriage

Roberts describes an incident on the Straub campaign that concerned her about her marriage to 
F. Roberts. F. Roberts attended a campaign strategy meeting to which Roberts was not invited. 
This made her angry at both F. Roberts for allowing the meeting without her because she had 
been instrumental in Straub’s campaign, and at Straub, because as she correctly assumed he had 
invited only men to the meeting. Roberts describes feeling left out of other events as well, which 
created the idea in her mind that she may not want to continue being married to F. Roberts. 

Straub, Robert 
W.

Roberts, Frank 
L.

Marriage

00:11:33 Reflection on marriages and F. 
Roberts' parenting choices

Roberts reflected on her marriages and why she may have chosen men that were not truly 
compatible with her. She realized she was influenced by sympathy for a person. In F. Roberts’ 
case it was that he had been living on a houseboat that was not habitable in the winter and that 
he had been divorced for a long time and might have needed a family where he could bring his 
daughters. Roberts describes F. Roberts’ relationship with his teen daughters and that they 
refused to spend time with her. Due to this, Roberts also grew concerned about F. Roberts’ 
parenting decisions that resulted in her being excluded.

Marriage Family life Roberts, Frank 
L.
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00:15:10 Growing separation from F. 
Roberts

Roberts took her own children on outings such as skiing and F. Roberts spent time with his 
daughters on his own. Roberts started wondering about their family life because they were not 
spending much time together. She realized she did not have to stay married to someone if she 
was not enjoying the relationship. By the time she began working in the legislature in 1965, she 
felt that she and F. Roberts would divorce. People around her when she started in the legislature 
implied she had only been elected because she was married to F. Roberts. 

Divorce Roberts, Frank 
L.

Sexism in 
politics

00:18:36 Sexism in Oregon politics Roberts recalls that after giving a good speech on the floor of the house on a controversial issue, 
State Representative Joe Rogers told her he assumed F. Roberts had written the speech for her. 
There was an assumption that if she did something well, someone had prepared it for her. 
Roberts’ election results were reported in the women’s section of the newspaper. She was not 
surprised and describes women being “relegated to someplace other than where the really 
important things were taking place.” Other women in the legislature tended to be low-key and did 
not mind being referred to as the wife of someone.

Sexism in 
politics

Media 
coverage

00:21:36 Women serving in the Oregon 
legislature in the 1960s

Roberts note that some women in the legislature, such as Beulah J. Caviness Hand and Shirley A. 
Field, were their "own person." As a single woman, Field had to deal with some additional 
challenges in that environment. Roberts describes some characteristics of Hand’s and Field’s 
work styles. Describing herself, Roberts notes that she was a “new breed” of woman in the 
legislature and unique in that she had a Masters degree in Political Science and felt comfortable 
as a politician. She was able to view situations analytically and did not exhibit emotionality about 
issues as some of the other women legislators did. Roberts was well-educated, knew the 
process, and treated her role like a job in which she had to perform well.

Women in 
politics

Hand, Beulah 
J. Caviness

Field, Shirley 
A.

00:25:28 Divorce from F. Roberts Roberts and F. Roberts had some serious conversations after the 1965 legislative sessions. 
During the session, Roberts was busy engaging in her political role and going to law school in the 
evenings. She spent less time with him that summer, getting a motorboat and learning to waterski 
on the Columbia River with her kids. Roberts and F. Roberts made a mutual decision to divorce, 
filing a joint petition. 

Divorce Family life Women in 
politics

00:29:12 Serving in the 1967 session with 
Frank Roberts

F. Roberts ran for a house seat in 1966, representing a different part of East Multnomah County. 
He was elected and served in the 1967 session. He and Roberts both served in the house as 
divorced people. 

Campaigns - 
1966 - Oregon 
legislative

Divorce
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00:00:07 Deciding to become a lawyer and 

meeting Ketih Skelton
When Roberts began attending law school in 1962, she had not thought of becoming a lawyer but 
knew that she wanted to continue to educate herself. During law school, she realized that she 
would like to become a lawyer, take the bar exam and practice law. This was, in part, influenced 
by meeting Keith D. Skelton in the legislature, who would become her third husband. He was 
working on a worker’s compensation issue that Roberts did not support. When he asked her out 
to dinner, she thought he wanted to lobby her about the bill, but he just wanted to get acquainted.

Skelton, Keith D. Careers - Legal Education - 
Attitudes

00:05:20 Beginning relationship with Keith 
Skelton

Skelton had four children and Roberts found out that he was separating from his wife. Their 
relationship began to blossom. Skelton was a practicing attorney and was teaching at the 
University of Oregon as well as serving in the legislature. Roberts was a teacher and thinking 
about becoming a lawyer. She describes how Skelton helped her with a challenging law school 
course one day during lunch break at the legislature. She gained respect for him due to his 
teaching ability and he influenced her through being both a lawyer and a teacher. 

Skelton, Keith D. Law school Careers - Legal

00:08:58 Dating and marriage to Keith 
Skelton, in the midst of their house 
and senate campaigns

Roberts and Skelton started dating and talking about marriage but Roberts needed some time. 
Skelton moved from Eugene to Portland in 1967 to teach at Portland State and practice law in 
Portland. He ran for the house in 1968 as a Multnomah County representative, the same year 
Roberts ran for the senate. They both won their races and got married in 1968. Roberts describes 
the details and strategy about running for representative at that time, including the ability to 
choose your opponent of the opposing party in a given position, which Skelton had done.

Skelton, Keith D. Campaigns - 
Strategy

Campaigns - 
1968 - Oregon 
legislative

00:14:42 Evolution of state representative 
districts and the "revolution in 
politics" in the U.S. aimed at 
increasing participation

Roberts explains that the state representative role was evolving from a multi-district concept 
where the top three or four candidates won, to position numbering to allow candidates to run 
against an opponent, to single-member districts in the early 1970s. Election practices evolved over 
10-12 years around that time, in Oregon and around the U.S. This was a “revolution in politics” that 
was aimed at increasing voter participation. Single-member districts allowed voters to know their 
representative, and for representatives to focus on their districts’ needs, with debatable positive 
and problematic results. 

Legislative 
districts

Election 
practices

00:18:48 View of the role of government Roberts describes how her childhood during the Franklin D. Roosevelt era, as well as her 
education in political science, influenced her view of the role government. Her education at the 
Northwestern College of Law was very practical, geared for the bar exam, and did not influence 
her view of government as much; the professors were practicing attorneys and there were no full-
time faculty. Roberts feels the lack of theoretical courses was an omission in her legal education. 
Her view was that government was responsible for helping citizens who could not help 
themselves, getting them to a place where they would not need help. This included school lunch, 
healthcare, and welfare programs.

Role of 
government

Lewis & Clark 
Law School
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00:21:37 Limits of government involvement 
and current political views

Roberts discusses her strong belief that government should not become involved in citizens’ 
personal lives. She had a strong background in constitutional law that formed her view of civil 
liberties and was also influenced by a multidisciplinary course, Society and the Law, at University 
of Oregon. She describes her current political views as “quite liberal” in terms of civil liberties and 
moderate regarding economic issues. Her moderate position on those issues surprised her 
colleagues when she first served in the legislature. She gained respect for her thoughtful 
approach to issues rather than being a “knee-jerk liberal.”

Role of 
government

Civil liberties Political views

00:24:55 Definition of moderate Roberts describes moderate as being “a little suspicious of either end of the political spectrum” 
and able to see both sides of an issue. For many issues, it results in a more long-range approach 
rather than case-by-case as it can be with civil liberties. Roberts believes that a strong economy is 
important to create opportunities, and paying attention to civil liberties ensures the opportunities 
are shared across the population. She felt disturbed by legislators who appeared to have a 
political philosophy but did not seem to apply it, and cites an example of this.

Moderate Civil liberties Political views
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00:00:14 Discussion of civil liberties and 

definition of liberal
Roberts describes protecting civil liberties as a classic conservative position because they don’t 
tend to want government to interfere. When she worked with conservatives in the legislature and 
had to discuss issues such as an abortion bill or sex discrimination, she would point out that they 
do not like government to regulate businesses so they must not want it to regulate in other areas 
as well. She escribes how traditional conservative and liberal beliefs have changed over time. 
Roberts took the position of trying to educate her colleagues in the legislature about issues that 
she was working on.

Civil liberties Conservative Liberal

00:02:46 Current religious views Roberts did not continue holding the same religious views she had when she was younger. Her 
children continued going to Sunday school when she and John Willard Rice moved to Portland 
while she used Sundays to study. She went to see a minister at Rice’s request when they were 
getting divorced and it was a negative experience. She had always accepted going to church and 
the social life it offered but did not identify with a particular religion. She did not return to church 
after seeing the minister and felt she could have a spiritual life without being affiliated with a 
church. She muses about what religion would be like if there had been some women messiahs.

Spirituality Religion - Church 
attendance

00:07:58 Roberts' experience of spirituality Roberts notes that her religious views have been consistent over her life but her habits have 
changed through the years. She attended church as a child and continued to attend when her 
children were young. Other interests began to take precedence and she became a more secular 
person. She relates many aspects of life to spirituality, such as seeing her children grow up to be 
good people and her experiences in the outdoors. Roberts owned a girl's camp called Camp 
Tamarack and she found that the experiences she had with the girls in the camp setting was good 
for the soul. She considers the Divine to be anything we don't know and discusses recovery from 
illness and the growth in medical knowledge as an example. 

Religion - Church 
attendance

Camp Tamarack Spirituality

00:13:26 Rational view of life Roberts' spirituality is based on a rational view of life. She believes that, having been given a brain, 
if we do not use it then we are not using what we have been given to make life different for us. 
She is not fatalistic and believes that individual decisions determine one's fate. She discusses her 
father's illness as a decision he made to drink "rotgut booze", not fate. In her own life, she never 
thought she would be a teacher, judge, or lawyer but a series of moment-by-moment decisions 
led her to each next step. It was a logical progression based on past decisions.

Spirituality Rationalism
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00:17:33 Influential professors Roberts did not feel that any of her professors in her masters program or law school were 
outstanding. She liked Hans A. Linde and was acquainted with him from both her masters program 
and the Democratic Party. Howard Dean at the University of Oregon was her final advisor in her 
master's program and was very helpful and encouraging. There was no opportuntiy to get to know 
professors in law school because they were practicing attorneys and were only there in the 
evenings to teach class. In 1966, Roberts took the bar the exam, but did not pass that year, barely 
missing the cutoff score. She spent the next year studying and believes what she learned made 
her a better lawyer and judge. 

Linde, Hans A. Bar exam Law school - 
faculty

00:20:48 Studying for the bar exam while 
commuting to Salem

After not passing the bar exam, Roberts required her secretary in the legislature, Beverly Steffen, 
who did not know how to drive, to learn to drive. Roberts had been driving Steffen to work for the 
past two years but needed the two hours of driving time to study for the bar in 1967. Steffen did 
not pass the driver's exam and did so poorly that she was asked not to come back. Steffen 
continued to ride to work with Roberts, helping her to study during their commute by listening to 
Roberts recite information on an outline of a topic and checking it against written notes while 
Roberts was driving. 

Steffen, Beverly Bar exam

00:24:25 Studying for the bar exam with Jena 
Schlegel's help

Roberts describes a woman she met in the 1967 legislative session who later became a Marion 
County judge, Jena V. Schlegel. Schlegel served as counsel to the House Judiciary Committee 
and was a practicing attorney in Salem. She was in demand for her great legal mind and offered to 
help Roberts with the bar exam. Roberts describes studying for the bar with Schlegel's help. 
Schlegel attended Roberts' swearing in as a judge years later, though quite ill, and Roberts wore 
her robe. Schlegel passed away soon after that. Roberts shares some anecdotes about Schlegel 
and what she meant to her.

Bar exam Schlegel, Jena V.
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00:00:09 Legal mentors and best friend, 

part one
Keith D. Skelton and Jena V. Schlegel were Roberts' most outstanding legal mentors. Skelton was 
very encouraging about passing the bar. He had taken it twice in Oregon. Fellow students in law 
school  invited Roberts to study with them or discuss a class over beer but she never could, due 
to other obligations at home and at work. One enduring friendship has been with June Carrigan, 
her longest term best friend outside of her professional life. Roberts recounts the story of how 
they met and developed their  friendship.

Skelton, Keith 
D.

Bar exam Carrigan, June

00:04:35 Best friend, part 2 Roberts speculates that Carrigan was first drawn to her for her recipes and experience as a 
mother. After Roberts was divorced, Carrigan was her only non-work friend because she was not 
doing things that led to making other women friends like playing golf or bridge. She describes 
some of her and Carrigan's history. Roberts became active in groups such as the Oregon 
Educational Association and in general shifted from more personal friendships like she had in La 
Grande to more professional and politically-oriented friendships. 

Friendship Divorce Carrigan, June

00:09:00 Teaching and opening a law office 
with Keith Skelton

Roberts discusses the lack of specialization or electives offered in law school. She began to teach 
at Mt. Hood Community College after she passed the bar in 1967 and  married Skelton in 1968. 
They discussed opening a law office together, not as legal partners, but sharing office space. 
Roberts describes their office arrangements and sharing expenses with other attorneys over the 
next several years. Roberts and Skelton kept both their business and personal finances separate. 
They both received income from teaching and serving in the legislature, as well as their law 
practices.

Careers - Legal Law school Finances

00:12:29 Roberts' law practice Skelton and Roberts worked on some cases together though they continued to work 
independently as well. Skelton's expertise was worker's compensation, often defending 
insurance clients. Roberts began to see a lot of domestic relations cases, she believes because 
she was both a woman and older. Both men and women would hire her for domestic issues. She 
also worked on personal injury, probate, and general contract and legal documentation cases. 
She began to build a good law practice but it was difficult to work full time while serving in the 
legislature. 

Careers - Legal Careers - 
Political

Domestic 
relations 
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00:15:00 Daily routine with Keith Skelton After getting married, Roberts and Skelton began a large remodeling project at his house in 
addition to teaching, practicing law, and serving in the legislature. They always had dinner 
together unless one of them was teaching and saw each other often, commuting together to the 
1969 legislative session. With early committee meetings  in Salem, one or the other of them slept 
in the car on the way down. They drove their two secretaries as well, discussing the news on the 
way home. Roberts and Skelton never lobbied each other. They established to their professional 
colleagues that they were their own people.

Marriage Careers - 
Political

Family life

00:18:08 Involvement on school board and 
with political and women's 
organizations

Roberts served on the Lents school board from 1960-66. Along with her other group 
involvements, she was also the legislative editor for the Women's Committee of the Oregon 
Council of Churches. She describes the opportunity this presented to reach more people. Roberts 
became involved with the Democratic party as a precinct committeewoman when she was a 
student at Portland State. She discusses the reasons for her continued involvement with the 
Democratic party after being elected to the legislature and why it was important. 

Lents School 
Board

Democratic 
party

Women's 
organizations

00:21:46 Perspective on evolution of the 
Democratic Party

There were liberal and conservative wings of the party but Roberts did not believe it was that 
clear cut. The conservatives included Edith Greene and Monroe M. Sweetland. The new people 
coming into the party were considered liberals, mostly because they were new and they were 
challenging the established group for positions of authority. She discusses Sweetland's liberal 
political views and tact as well as other politicians in the old guard and describes the turmoil in 
the Democratic party at the local and state levels.

Sweetland, 
Monroe M.

Democratic 
Party

Liberal

00:25:14 Critique of Democratic party 
behaviors

Roberts did not like the turmoil within the Democratic party; she felt they should have 
concentrated more on defeating Republicans than each other. She continues to see turmoil in the 
Democratic party and something that weakens it, though the party represents many factions with 
real differences. The party was not effective at helping her get elected. Roberts shares an 
example of petty  behaviors around mailing campaign materials. After she was elected to the 
senate, she did not have as much contact with the Democratic party. The party was helpful in 
19'74 when she ran for both Oregon Governor and U.S. Senate.

Democratic 
party

Political 
parties

00:28:07 1964 versus 1962 legislative 
campaigns

Roberts describes her 1964 campaign as having much better organization, material, and timing. 
She started earlier for the 1964 campaign than she did for 1962, which gave her from the fall of 
1963 to collect signatures for the petition that would put her on the ballot. It gave her time to raise 
more money to spend on the campaign, including the first billboards purchased by a legislator. 

Campaigns - 
1964 - Oregon 
legislative

Campaigns - 
1962 - Oregon 
legislative

Fundraising
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00:00:22 Changes in election practices in 

Oregon's legislative districts
Roberts describes the legislative election process in Oregon before single-member districts. She 
also discusses the evolution of party affitilation. By the 1960s, Democratic voter registration 
greatly outnumbered Republican in Multnomah county. When Roberts was first elected in 1965, 
she had run "in a pack". The top three candidates from each party appeared on the general 
election ballot, and the top three of those were elected. Independent voters have previously not 
able to vote in the primaries in Oregon. In the last election, the law was changed allowing 
independents to choose a ballot in the primary. The parties decide whether to permit this. 
Roberts explains how independents and third party candidates qualify to be on the ballot.

Political parties Election 
practices

Independents

00:05:22 Evolution of election practices In 1965, legislation was enacted resulting in each candidate being assigned a position number 
within a subdistrict, and could be challenged directly in the primary by a candidate from the other 
party running for the same position number. This also gave voters the ability to compare one 
candidate against the other. These changes were part of election reforms in an effort to make a 
more representative system with more informed voters. Single-member districts were passed by 
the time Roberts ran for re-election to the state senate in 1972. 

Election 
practices

Legislative 
districts

00:10:01 Experience of being a freshman 
legislator in 1965

Roberts was excited about the experience of being a freshman legislator, but 1965 was not a 
good session for the establishment Democrats because the Republicans had gained control of 
the house. She describes how leadership passed to Republicans and the way it unfolded in 
practice. She lists the other freshman Democratic legislators she met at an orientation session 
and their mixed feelings that day. Roberts learned what it meant for a party to be in power in 
terms of its ability to organize the chamber. Legislator L.B. Day later changed his registration from 
Democrat to Republican and she shares her understanding of his reasons.

Political parties Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Day, L. B.

00:15:15 Staffing and physical 
arrangements in the 1965 
legislature

Roberts' only staff person was her secretary and her only place to work was at her desk on the 
floor of the House of Representatives; there were no offices nor private phones. There was not a 
lot of privacy in general. Lobbyists were allowed to enter the chambers 30 minutes before and 
after each session so legislators were vulnerable to them. Roberts describes things as more 
simple then, with secretaries using shared typewriters in the basement and doing bill 
amendments by hand. Roberts relied on legislative counsel to draft her bills.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Legislative 
counsel
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00:18:27 Committee assignments in 1965 
session

Roberts was assigned to the Education and Local Government committees, and was surprised to 
be assigned to the State and Federal Affairs committee, which was considered "the burying 
ground for the speaker's bills." She speculates on why she was assigned to that committee and 
saw it as a place to learn and observe how the process worked. The chair of that committee 
worked closely with the Speaker of the House, [Finnius Freeman] "Monte" Montgomery.

Oregon 
legislature - 
committees

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

00:21:54 Local government committee The local government committee worked on legislation related to water districts, fire districts and 
annexation. Roberts describes an annexation issue in her district, east Multnomah County, that 
came up when she was on the committee which allowed her to work directly with her 
constituents. Her constituents who lived close to the city limit did not want to be annexed to the 
city. East Multnomah county school districts also opposed the annexation because they wanted 
to retain their own districts. It became a volatile issue. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Oregon 
legislature - 
committees

00:24:36 Working with legislative counsel The legislative counsel that helped to draw up bills was a non-partisan body made up of lawyers 
who were skilled at drafting legislation and knowledgable in legislative history. Legislators put in 
requests for legislation and anything requested was kept confidential, which sometimes resulted 
in legislative counsel drafting almost duplicate bills because two or three people would have the 
same general idea. It was considered preferrable to have one's own name on a bill rather than 
sharing credit. More experienced legislators would get their bills out earlier because  they could 
put in requests months before the session began. 

Legislative 
counsel

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

00:28:45 Similarity of legislature to 
attending college

Roberts' first legislative session occurred when she was raising four children, teaching at David 
Douglas, and attending her third year of law school.  She began to realize when she first went to 
the legislature that it had many aspects of going to college. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Working 
mothers

Careers - 
Political
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00:00:36 Roberts' typical schedule as a 

legislator in 1965
Roberts describes her typical schedule as a legislator including committee meetings. Roberts 
served on the school board during the 1965 legislative session as well as parenting and attending 
law schoool. She credits her ability to do everything at this time with organization. Her children's 
mornings were organized and they were old enough to be responsible; her oldest daughter Dian 
was a good "substitute mother" as well. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Family life Working 
mothers

00:05:53 Legislation allowing teachers to 
petition school boards on salary 
and class size

Roberts was effective early on with education legislation in the 1965 session. She discusses a 
lobbyist for the  Oregon Education Association, Cecil Posey, whom other legislators disliked. She 
felt his lack of popularity was the "mark of a good lobbyist" because it meant he was advocating 
for what he saw was needed. Roberts introduced legislation that would allow teachers to petition 
their school boards on issues such as salary increases and class size and describes the impact of 
the bill. Roberts' position as a teacher, school board member, and law student gave her credibility 
when she proposed the bill.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Education - 
Legislation

00:10:06 Proposing a bill to reestablish 
kindergarden funding under basic 
school support

Roberts proposed a sick leave bill for teachers in 1965 as well as a bill reestablishing 
kindergardens under the basic school support formula. She describes the reasoning behind the 
bill. Her bill made it to the joint Ways and Means committee where they asked her how she 
proposed to pay for it and it was not passed. She continued to propose the bill through 1977 but it 
never got funding. Another legislator, Nancy Ryles, later worked on it and kindergarden was 
again funded by basic school support starting in 1985.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Education - 
Legislation

Basic school 
support

00:13:27 The Ways and Means Committee Roberts describes the typical path of a bill and the kindergarden bill in particular, explaining why 
it was sent to the Ways and Means committee. She describes the operation of the comittee. She 
later served on the Ways and Means committee for three sessions, describing it as "unique and 
fascinating" because there is a lot of policy made through the appropriation of funding. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

00:18:12 Legislative committee politics Roberts describes the  make-up of legislative committees and the House Speaker's and Senate 
President's roles. She notes why it is not good politics for the Speaker or President to interfere in 
committee work. Committee chairs have a lot of power and decide which bills are scheduled for 
hearings. She mentions that she recently  heard about an abortion bill that had gotten to a 
committee and  the House leadership said "don't do anything with that." They did not want it 
brought up in the legislative session for debate because it was too divisive. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees
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00:21:42 1965 Congressional 
Reapportionments bill part 1

Roberts notes that some bills were fascinating to her, such as the Congressional 
Reapportionments bill  in the 1965 session. She describes the background and purpose of the 
bill. There were not many people were interested in this issue because it meant looking at 
census data, making calculations, and drawing district lines that took partisan data into 
consideration. Roberts' bill resulted in some complaints from congressmen who were trying to 
protect their own districts but she did not shift any partisan majorities.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Laws and 
legislation

00:26:27 1965 Congressional 
Reapportionments bill part 2 and 
the "six-pack" coalition of 
Democrats

The House Republican leadership adopted Roberts' congressional reapportionment proposal and 
she shares her thoughts about why it passed, which amazed her. The proposal was then sent to 
the Senate, where it would be changed in any case. The Senate was majority Democrat but the 
president was named by a coalition of Republicans and six or seven Democrats, so the regular, 
non-coalition Democrats were almost like a minority party. The Republicans chose the President 
from the six or seven Democrats on the coalition, who would always side with them. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1965

Oregon 
legislature - 
Coalitions

Political 
parties
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00:00:15 Elaboration on the impact of the "six 

pack" coalition of Democrats
Roberts explains that while there was a majority of Democrats in the Senate in the 1965 legislative 
session, they were not in control because of the coalition of a few ideologically aligned Democrats 
with the senate Republicans.This was very difficult to explain to voters. She discusses the 
idealogical spectrum in each party.  Hostility was directed toward the Democrats who chose to 
participate in the coalition.  While the coalition was active in the mid-1960s, there was a lot 
controversy going on within different wings of the Democratic party. Roberts briefly detours into a 
discussion of Speaker of the House [Finnius Freeman] "Monte" Montgomery's post-legislative 
career. 

Montgomery, 
Finnius Freeman

Oregon legislature 
- 1960s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Coalitions

00:04:13 Congressional redistricting bill Roberts describes the path of her congressional redistricting bill through the Senate. She 
maintained that the Senate's proposed version did not meet the criteria of the U.S. Supreme Court 
so it would be challenged in court. At the end of the session. Governor Mark O. Hatfield called a 
meeting in his office to attempt to resolve the issue but it was not successful so he called a special 
session a week later. Edith Starrett Green's district had been altered to remove downtown 
Portland and she wanted to keep it in her district. A bill was introduced that was the same as 
Roberts' with Green's requested update and a few other minor changes.

Oregon legislature - 
1960s

Hatfield, Mark O. Green, Edith 
Starrett

00:08:30 Working with Governor Hatfield and 
legislative leaders

Roberts describes Governor Hatfield as low-key and politically astute. She did not work with him 
beyond the congressional redistricting bill and rarely saw him. His staff members such as Travis 
Cross and Warne Nunn were often present. Hatfield and his wife invited legislators on a rotation 
basis to their home on Sundays. The House and Senate leadership had fairly good relationships in 
1965 and '67. Roberts names several legislators who had a lot of power in those sessions because 
they had been in leadership roles and understood the legislative process. The Republicans 
tended to want to keep peace with the Democrats because their majority was so slim and they 
needed their votes. 

Hatfield, Mark O. Oregon legislature 
- 1960s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Leadership

00:13:00 Roberts' strategies for working with 
colleagues in the legislature

Successful legislation was about finding allies within interest groups and building coalitions. 
Roberts describes her strategy for connecting with Republicans in the legislature to get their votes 
on bills. It was a community where people from a wide variety of backgrounds had to quickly 
figure out how to work together to achieve their objectives. When working on a new bill, Roberts 
would start by talking to people and she used lobbyists as resources to give her insight on how to 
approach specific legislators.

Oregon legislature - 
1960s

Lobbyists
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00:16:24 Working with colleagues including 
Ross Morgan

Roberts did not seek guidance from more experienced legislators, but they held frequent 
caucuses to talk about legislation. Ross Morgan from east Multnomah county was very helpful to 
her and was more protective of her than she felt she needed. She was confident in her abilities 
but did not turn down any help. Roberts describes how Republican Shirley A. Field tore into her 
after she spoke about a bill, bordering on attacking her personally. Morgan immediately defended 
her. Roberts and Morgan served in the Senate together as well and Morgan punched [Robert 
Vernon] "Vern" Cook when Cook was arguing with Roberts on a sales tax vote. 

Morgan, Ross Field, Shirley A. Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

00:19:09 Oregon sales tax bill, part 1 Sales tax had been an issue in the legislature for a couple of sessions. In 1965, it was introduced in 
the Senate and the coalition supported it. The senators would "play games" with the House, 
attempting to leverage any bills from the House against the sales tax bill. This continued in 1967. 
Roberts started thinking about running against Thomas R. Mahoney at that time because he was a 
big supporter of the sales tax and was also not well-liked in the legislature, nor among 
constituents and lobbyists, for a variety of reasons she describes. She did not feel he was qualified 
to be in the Senate. 

Mahoney, Thomas 
R.

Taxes Oregon 
legislature - 
Coalitions

00:23:38 Oregon sales tax bill, part 2 Roberts describes why the sales tax issue had an effect on all of the legislation in 1967. She beat 
Mahoney in 1968 in the senate race. Sales tax was still an issue in the 1969 legislature. Roberts 
discusses potential House and Senate votes in 1969 on the issue. She describes several 
concurrent considerations regarding the tax bill. Ultimately, when the bill got to the senate, the 
coalition needed two votes to pass it. The Democrats discussed it in caucus and Roberts said she 
would be willing to give them a vote because she would like to see it out of the legislature and 
referred for a popular vote. 

Taxes Oregon legislature 
- 1960s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Coalitions

00:27:19 Oregon sales tax bill, part 3 Roberts' offer to vote for the tax bill received  many different reactions. Some thought it was fine 
and others thought she would never be reelected or that she was selling out. Alfred Flegel offered 
the second vote needed to pass the bill. It was a tense vote on the floor of the senate. Roberts and 
Flegel both voted yes and Roberts explained why she was doing so. Keith Burns asked the 
Democratic Central Committee to censure her for her vote, and they did. She was more 
concerned about the voters in her district than the Central Committee. 

Taxes Political parties Flegel, Alfred
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00:00:10 Ross Morgan delivers a punch on 

the jaw over the sales tax bill
Roberts describes the circumstances after voting for the sales tax bill that caused Ross Morgan to 
hit [Robert Vernon] "Vern" Cook on the jaw and knock him down. Morgan remained proud of that, 
saying "I always wanted to do that to Vern and then I had a reason to!" Roberts lists other 
Democratic and Republican legislators that were helpful to her in addition to Morgan. Some in the 
legislature did not want to help her or share opportunities.  Discussions at caucus meetings 
ranged from calm to "boisterous and opinionated." There was a lot of inside sharing of what was 
going on in committees and discussion of political strategy around issues important to the 
Democrats. 

Morgan, Ross Taxes Democrats

00:03:31 Women in the legislature Roberts shares some thoughts on other women in the legislature when she started, including 
[Grace Olivier] "Gracie" Peck, who was first elected in the 1940s and kept candy jars and flowers 
on her desk that lobbyists and other legislators filled. The women legislators did not get together 
as a group and did not form any coalitions around issues specifically relevant to women. Roberts 
does not recall any "women's issues" coming up in 1965, She did not become aware of those 
issues until she was in the senate in 1969. 

Peck, Grace 
Olivier

Women in 
politics

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

00:06:17 Establishing Sea Grant at Oregon 
State University and working with 
interest groups in the 1967 session

In the 1967 session, Roberts began to feel more comfortable and branched out. She got involved 
with the establishment of the Sea Grant at Oregon State University. Roberts worked with the 
Ways and Means committee to secure funds and show that the state was committed. Other 
issues in that session included worker's compensation and implied consent law. These gave her 
more experience with interest groups and the pressures experienced by a legislator to balance 
competing interests. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Interest 
groups

00:10:58 Bills and accomplishments of 
Roberts' first two terms in the 
legislature

Roberts discusses other bills from the 1965 legislature, including the Full Crew law,  a 
constitutional revision, and a proposed bill to limit property tax which did not pass. The Oregon 
Beach Bill in 1967 established the beaches of Oregon as public property. Roberts considers the 
beach bill a major accomplishment that set the tone for environmental concerns into the future.

Laws and 
legislation

Oregon 
legislature 
1960s

Land use
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00:15:30 Roberts' reelection to the House 
in 1966

Roberts characterizes 1966 as an easy election. One Democrat, Al Myers filed against her and 
she beat him in the primary. Elizabeth Giles was the Republican that ran against her in the 
general election. Roberts' committee assignments in the 1967 session were again Education and 
she became vice president of the State and Federal Affairs committee. She describes learning 
more about process, bills they handled and how the committee worked, characterizing Robert F. 
Smith as an effective chairman.

Campaigns - 
1966 - Oregon 
legislative

Oregon 
legislature 
1960s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

00:18:34 Family life during the 1967 session Roberts brought her children to Salem to spend the day with her and helped them to become 
pages in the legislature if they wanted to be. By 1967, Roberts had finished law school and was 
studying for the bar exam. She describes this session as a little easier because she wasn't going 
to law school at night. She began to stay the night in Salem occasionally for various reasons and 
make arrangements for someone to be with the children. She did more social activities as a 
legislator in 1967 than she had previously and realized that there was a lot going on after hours. 

Working 
mothers

Bar exam Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s
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00:00:18 Involvement with her children and 

their interest in politics
Roberts kept her children informed of what she was doing by taking them to the legislature 
during her first session in 1965. At that point, her oldest daughter, Dian, was at Stanford and 
married. Her middle son and daughter were in high school and her youngest son was in junior 
high. Her children were not interested in politics beyond being interested in what she was doing. 
She discusses her "independent" middle son and what he thought of her career.

Family life Working 
mothers

00:03:40 Roberts' views on the Vietnam 
War

Roberts' daughter and son-in-law joined the Peace Corps and began training for positions in 
South Korea in 1966, the height of the Vietnam War. Roberts was against the war and had 
protested it. She discusses some of her David Douglas students dropping out, being drafted, and 
one being killed in the war within the year. She tried to teach her students how the U.S. became 
involved in Vietnam but found it difficult. 

Vietnam War - 
Protest

Vietnam War - 
Draft

00:06:14  Conscientious objector Roberts' son John graduated in 1966 and she knew that he would be drafted unless he was 
accepted into college. He did not want to attend college and heard it would be better to enlist 
than be drafted. He wanted to be a conscientious objector and Roberts supported his decision. 
She describes the possible implications of his choice that they considered. 

Conscientious 
objector

Vietnam War - 
Draft

00:10:47 Roberts' son John enlists and is 
sent to Vietnam

John ultimately decided not to be a conscientious objector out of a concern that he would be 
deserting his friends who had made the choice to join the military. He enlisted, was trained in 
communications, and was sent to Vietnam on Memorial Day of 1967. Roberts was upset when she 
went to work at the legislature the morning he left, particularly because of the date, but she knew 
there was nothing she could do. 

Vietnam War Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Conscientious 
objector

00:13:57 Exploring a medical exemption John was checked for a possible medical exemption because he and Roberts wanted to feel they 
had done everything they could to explore an exemption. Roberts describes this as not trying to 
get out of doing his duty to the country, but rather that people believed the U.S. should not be 
involved in the Vietnam War. Roberts asked to be excused the day John left for Vietnam. Dian 
and her husband in South Korea were not too far from her son. Roberts describes the situation in 
Korea and also China at that time.

Vietnam War

00:17:23 Roberts' concerns about her older 
children during Vietnam, part 1

After the 1967 session, John was in Vietnam and Dian was in Korea. Roberts was beginning to 
think about her senate campaign and her bar exam. She had her two youngest children still at 
home. The Pueblo incident occurred in South Korea. As a Peace Corps volunteer, Diane had 
been briefed by the State Department and given an evacuation plan. The Tet offensive occurred 
soon thereafter when Roberts believed John to be in Saigon. Roberts describes her worry during 
that time.

Vietnam War -
Pueblo incident

Vietnam War - 
Tet offensive
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00:20:32 Roberts' concerns about her older 
children during Vietnam, part 2

In 1967, Roberts' two youngest children were both in high school and things were more simple at 
home except for the worry she felt for her two older children. She shares how her younger 
children felt about their siblings and recounts an interaction with John when he was leaving for 
Vietnam when he declared that he wouldn't kill anyone. On a positive note, her relationship with 
Keith D. Skelton was progressing, he moved to Portland and she got to know some of his 
children. 

Vietnam War Dating Skelton, Keith 
D.

00:24:11 Studying for her second bar exam Roberts passed the bar exam in 1967. She left the legislature early to start taking a review course 
in Salem. Jena V. Schlegel, a respected lawyer and later a judge, offered to help Roberts pass the 
exam. Roberts made arrangements for her children so that she could stay in an apartment in 
Salem for six weeks and focus on the exam. She describes her study schedule and Schlegel's 
involvement on top of Schlegel's own work and parenting schedule. Roberts was the only woman 
taking the bar exam that time. She was notified in the fall of 1967 that she had passed.

Schlegel, Jena 
V.

Bar exam Childcare

00:28:10 Planning for 1968 Oregon senate 
campaign

In 1968, Roberts began to plan for her senate campaign. She explains why she decided to run 
against Tom Mahoney. She planned to use position numbering to run against him directly in the 
Democratic primary, and if she won, she would essentially be elected in the fall. She felt she had 
a good chance of winning.

Campaigns - 
1968 - Oregon 
legislative

Campaigns - 
Strategy
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00:00:10 Support for Roberts' 1968 Oregon 

senate campaign
The Democratic party was supportive of Roberts running against Thomas R. Mahoney in 1968. 
Her other supporters included teachers and the Oregon Education Association. Her two sessions 
in the legislature had increased her constituents as well. Roberts believed that Mahoney did not 
know how to campaign and he did not have a good image.  She was not worried about raising 
money. She studied his election record and noticed he had not consistently been good at getting 
votes. She thought if voters had an alternative, they would vote for her.

Campaigns - 
1968 - Oregon 
legislature

Mahoney, 
Thomas R.

00:04:39 Roberts' 1968 Oregon senate 
campaign strategy and operation, 
part 1

Mahoney was not consistently a front runner in campaigns. Roberts planned what might have 
been the first door-to-door campaign in the county and describes how she used precinct lists to 
visit people street by street. She recruited locals in each precinct to be responsible for 
developing the walking route and visiting the homes. There were over 100 precincts to cover. 
Roberts describes the work that went into organizing and following up with the precinct leaders. 
For precincts that did not have a leader, Roberts' campaign got groups together to go out on 
weekends. 

Campaigns - 
1968 - Oregon 
legislature

Campaigns - 
Strategy

00:09:14 Roberts' 1968 Oregon senate 
campaign strategy and operation, 
part 2

Roberts describes the experience she brought to the 1968 campaign as a lawyer, teacher, 
legislator, and school board member. She comments that campaigning is an opportunity for 
citizens to become informed and she saw it as an educational experience. She wanted voters to 
get acquainted with her as a person and how she worked in the legislature, as well as learn about 
their own ability to participate. She elaborates on her approach to raising money in part by asking 
lobbyists, many of whom had negative experiences with Mahoney. 

Campaigns - 
1968 - Oregon 
legislative

Campaigns - 
Strategy

Fundraising

00:13:32 Fundraising for the 1968 Oregon 
senate campaign

Roberts wanted to raise money the same way she was campaigning, which was to "...convince 
people that it was their election and that they ought to be willing to put some money into it." 
Roberts feels her gender was not an issue in '68. Some might vote for, or against her because 
she was a woman. She took Edith Starrett Green's approach to focus on the people who cared 
about her positions rather than her gender. She describes raising money for the campaign 
through having a big, 2-week long garage sale located at a busy intersection.

Campaigns - 
1968 - Oregon 
legislative

Fundraising
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00:16:04 "There was never a dull moment" Roberts found the campaign exciting because there were so many people involved and they 
were always busy, even in the evenings. Keith D. Skelton was also running his own campaign, 
though he did not have to work hard in the primary so was able to focus on helping Roberts. The 
Friday evening before the Tuesday election, she received a call from a local pollster who told her 
he thought she would win the election. The following day, she was called by a lobbyist who was 
supporting her opponent who asked if she needed any money and told her his colleagues had 
bet that she would win. Roberts continued campaigning the final weekend before voting. 

Lobbyists Campaigns - 
1968 - Oregon 
legislative

Skelton, Keith 
D.

00:21:23 Thomas R. Mahoney's tax 
deliquency, part 1

Roberts shares the names of legislative and party colleagues who encouraged her to run, 
including Morten Winkel. Winkel told her about Mahoney having a tax deliquency problem. 
Roberts asked him to document it and if it was real, she said she would use it. Winkel found that 
Manhoney had 8-13 years of tax deliquency. They created charts showing how much Mahoney 
owed in both federal and state taxes, called a press conference and noted that he was the man 
stridently supporting the sales tax.

Campaigns - 
1968 - Oregon 
legislative

Mahoney, 
Thomas R.

Taxes

00:26:02 Tom Mahoney's tax deliquency, 
part 2

Roberts believes that her press conference about Mahoney's tax deliquency secured the election 
for her. It became a big story in the newspaper. Mahoney responded to the accusations, citing his 
bad financial situation, which kept the story in the news longer. Mahoney had chosen not to use 
some information he had against Roberts regarding a stand she had taken about the pledge of 
allegiance in schools when she was on the school board, out of concern it would give her 
publicity. The rule was "never mention your opponent's name" to minimize name recognition. 

Campaigns - 
1968 - Oregon 
legislative

Mahoney, 
Thomas R.

Taxes
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Time Stamp Title Synopsis Keyword Keyword Keyword
00:00:17 Shifting campaign styles Roberts describes 1968 as a time when they were moving from the "old style" type of campaign 

and politics, which she describes, to the mass media era. She cites the McGovern campaign in 
1972 as one that started using new techniques. Roberts was proud of her first senate campaign 
because they were using a wide variety of techniques to reach voters. She won the primary 
against Thomas R. Mahoney by a margin of 4,000 votes. She did not worry about the general 
campaign as much and focused on helping Keith D. Skelton with his campaign. 

Campaigns - 
1968 - Oregon 
legislative

Campaigns - 
Strategy

00:03:08 1968 Democratic National 
Convention, part 1

Roberts and Skelton married on June 15, 1968 and started remodeling his house and working on 
his campaign. They attended the Democratic National Convention that year. Roberts served on 
the platform committee with Wayne L. Morse. Roberts was excited to be at her first convention 
but discovered Oregon was not that important nationally. Both Roberts and Skelton had worked 
on Robert F. Kennedy's campaign in 1968. Roberts remembers watching the news when he was 
assassinated and talking with Keith on the phone, who was housing some of Kennedy's young 
campaign workers. 

Kennedy, 
Robert F.

Skelton, Keith 
D.

Democratic 
National 
Convention

00:07:32 1968 Democratic National 
Convention, part 2

Roberts describes how Kennedy's death threw the Democratic party into turmoil and added to 
the trauma of the Vietnam War. Roberts describes the convention as angry, bitter, and divisive. 
Although there was a Kennedy delegation in Oregon, Roberts explains that Oregon delegates at 
the convention had to vote for the winner of the Oregon primary election on the first ballot, which 
was Eugene J. McCarthy. Roberts discusses why some people who were for Kennedy did not 
want to go with McCarthy after Kennedy died.

Kennedy, 
Robert F.

McCarthy, 
Eugene J.

Democratic 
National 
Convention

00:10:48 Divisions in the Democratic party 
over the Vietnam War

McCarthy and Morse were against the Vietnam War. A lot of Democrats, including those who 
were against the war, perceived anti-war activists as too radical. They wanted to stay in the 
middle to save the party. Roberts and Skelton both found it easy to go with McCarthy because of 
how they felt about the war. They were part of the elected establishment, yet were perceived by 
some as radicals for this position. Roberts wanted to work within the establishment to make 
change. She thought Hubert H. Humphrey was too much like Lyndon B. Johnson. Roberts 
discusses the divisions in the party. 

Vietnam War McCarthy, 
Eugene J.

Democrats
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00:14:01 Oregon caucus split vote at the 
1968 Democratic National 
Convention

Roberts discusses Congressman [Robert B.] Bob Duncan and that he was for Humphrey. She 
quotes Duncan as saying "We have to fight them over there or we'll be fighting them on the 
banks of the Columbia River." The Oregon caucus split their vote on the second ballot at the 1968 
convention. Roberts describes her experience on the platform committee sitting next to Wayne 
Morse and hearing his commentary about everyone. At the end of one meeting in Washington 
D.C., Dean Rusk was testifying when they were interrupted because the Russians had invaded 
Czechoslovakia.

Democratic 
National 
Convention

Morse, Wayne 
L.

Duncan, 
Robert B.

00:19:05 Violence outside of the 1968 
Democratic National Convention

Chicago was an armed city when they arrived there for the convention. Members of the military, 
police in riot gear and barricades were on all of the corners as they drove into town. Skelton and 
Roberts went out when they could. Roberts' daughter and son-in-law, Dian and Glen were with 
them. She appointed Glen as her alternate delegate so she could leave the floor to see what was 
going on and also to give him the experience. She talks about a call for volunteer lawyers 
because so many people were arrested and how they attempted to help. They did not see 
clashes with police. She describes where they stayed and where the protest groups were 
located.

Democratic 
National 
Convention

00:23:30 Keith Skelton's 1968 legislative 
campaign

After the 1968 convention, Skelton moved to Roberts' house in east Multnomah county while they 
worked on remodeling his house and on his campaign. Dian and Glen helped as well. Skelton 
had a hard campaign against Fred Meek, a long-time Republican incumbent whose family had a 
long history in Oregon. Meek was ahead according to numbers on election night but by the next 
morning Skelton was 17 votes ahead and counting. He ended up winning by a few hundred votes. 
Roberts' election to the senate that year was a landslide.

Skelton, Keith 
D.

Campaigns - 
1968 - Oregon 
legislative

Meek, Fred
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00:00:39 Impact of the 1968 Democratic 

National Convention on the 
Democratic party

Roberts describes the effect of the 1968 Democratic convention on the Democratic party and the 
party's divisions. The senate race between Robert B. Duncan and Wayne L. Morse in Oregon split 
the party in Oregon because of their stances on the Vietnam War. The Oregon delegation at the 
convention was not unified. 

Democratic 
National 
Convention

Vietnam War

00:03:29 Robert F. Kennedy and the 
divided Democratic party in 1968

Robert F. Kennedy was someone who both the conservative and liberal factions of the 
Democratic party could have supported. His assassination in 1968 highlighted the divisions 
between the factions. Roberts describes Kennedy's stand on the Vietnam War and how it was 
perceived differently than Humphrey's. She compares the split in the Democratic party at this 
time with the split in the Republican party in 1992. She observes that Oregon does not 
necessarily experience the coattail effect, with the Oregon house becoming Republican when 
Johnson won in 1964 and Clinton in 1992.

Kennedy, 
Robert F.

Vietnam War Democrats

00:08:51 Roberts' personal life in 1968 While 1968 was very traumatic for the country and the convention was troubling, it was a happy 
year for Roberts in her personal life. She married Skelton and they both won their elections. Her 
daughter and son-in-law returned from Korea and her son came back from Vietnam. Her younger 
daughter was married at the end of that year. 

Family life

00:10:02 Going to work at the 1969 
legislative session with Skelton

Roberts and Skelton began their daily commutes to Salem in 1969. They did not like to be 
referred to as a "husband and wife team". Roberts discusses her decision to keep the last name 
Roberts, ultimately for buisness and political reasons. She first became aware of women's issues 
at this time. More women were being elected to the legislature who were young, independent, 
and assertive, which raised awareness of women's issues. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Women in 
politics

00:13:34 Roberts' growing awareness of 
women's issues

Roberts read Betty Friedan's Feminine Mystique in 1965 and Skelton later gave her a copy of 
Simone de Beauvoir's The Second Sex. She describes the Pacific Northwest as a leader in the 
women's movement and some of the reasons for that. Until the early 1970s, Roberts did not think 
that she had experienced discrimination as a woman, but discovered that wasn't true for all 
women and that limits were placed on her as well. She discusses the glass ceiling experienced 
by women in positions of power.

Women's issues
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00:18:02 Transition period in American 
politics, late 1960s to early 1970s

The late 1960s and early 1970s was a transition period in politics. Campaigns were modernizing, 
in part due to mass media and an increase in polling. The legislature was changing in terms of 
interest groups, with new environmental and consumer groups being formed, among others. The 
legislature began to be more professionalized in terms of office space, staff, and communication 
technology over the next few sessions. Roberts felt the changes were positive despite others' 
concerns.

Campaigns Interest 
groups

Oregon 
legislature - 
Professionaliz
ation

00:22:28 Professionalization of the Oregon 
legislature

Roberts addresses the concern that the professionalization of the legislature would lead to the 
demise of the citizen legislature. She discusses why she believes that legislators should have 
other sources of income from an occupation. However many legislators felt it was a full-time job 
because of the demands placed on them by citizens and interest groups. Roberts was happy to 
have her teaching and legal incomes but describes some logistical difficulties with being a lawyer 
while serving in the legislature and notes other professionals for whom it might be difficult.

Oregon 
legislature - 
Professionalizati
on

00:27:32 Coalition in the 1969 session, part 
1

At the 1969 session in the senate, Roberts experienced the coalition between Republicans and 
the handful of Democrats who formed a conservative majority block. She describes Harry D. 
Boivin as the architect of the coalition. He was nicknamed "The Fox" for his political expertise. He 
was proud of having built the coalition and used leverage to accomplish his goals. 

Boivin, Harry D. Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Coalitions
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00:00:14 Coalition in the 1969 session, part 2 Though she felt it was right that the senate president be a Democrat because they were in the 

majority in the senate, Roberts objected to it because it appeared to the public that the Democrats 
were responsible for what happened in the senate, when the coalition of Republicans and a 
handful of Democrats was actually responsible. She describes her understanding of why the 
conservative Democrats joined the coalition and did not become Republicans instead. The 
Republicans represented a variety of values including conservative and progressive, depending 
on the district. 

Political parties Oregon 
legislature - 
Coalitions

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

00:03:18 Coalition in the 1969 session, part 3 Coalition member [Eugene] "Debbs" Potts was the President of the Senate in 1969, which Roberts 
believes was decided by a meeting of the coalition. The Democratic caucus met and named Alfred 
Flegel as their majority leader. At the senate sesstion when nominations for president were made, 
both Potts and Flegel were named, with Potts being elected by the coalition. Roberts explains why 
organizing the legislature is the most crucial event in the power structure. She discusses why it is 
unlikely a member of the minority party would lead the house or senate.

Potts, Eugene Flegel, Alfred Oregon 
legislature - 
Coalitions

00:07:06 Coalition in the 1969 session, part 4 Roberts explains why the coalition worked in the senate - because each Democratic member of 
the coalition held the position of president, which was a bargaining chip that held the coalition 
together from 1957-71. She lists the coalition members and notes that  the sacrifice of joining the 
coalition had to deliver a position of power where they would still be recognized. The president of 
the senate had a lot of power. The conservative coalition Democrats felt more aligned with the 
Republicans on issues than they did with the more liberal Democrats. Harry D. Boivin, architect of 
the coalition, left it in 1971.

Oregon 
legislature - 
Coalitions

Political parties

00:10:17 Roberts' introduction of abortion bill 
in 1969

As a freshman senator, Roberts did not receive good committee appointments due to lack of 
seniority. She lists her committees. She began to learn more about abortion access and its framing 
as a women's health issue. She spoke with Ted Hallock, who had introduced a bill to legalize 
abortion in Oregon in 1967 which was not given a hearing. Hallock asked her to introduce the 
abortion bill in 1969, which she did.

Hallock, Ted Abortion Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

00:14:35 Competing abortion bills in 1969 part 
1

Roberts introduced the same bill to legalize abortion in 1969 that Hallock had introduced in 1967 
which deleted all references to abortion in the statutes except that it required that the procedure 
be performed by a doctor. She describes another senate bill introduced by [C. R.] "Dick" Hoyt 
which had a lot of conditions attached. Hearings were held on both Roberts' and Hoyt's bills. Most 
of the discussion was focused on women's health and civil liberties, not as much on moral issues.

Abortion Hoyt, C. R. Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s
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00:18:59 Abortion politics and fundamentalism 
in the late 1960s

At the time, only Catholics opposed the abortion bills, including lobbyists and members of the 
legislature. There was not a lot of fundamentalism in abortion politics in the late 1960s. She was 
aware of fundamentalists who were anti-communist, recalling the pledge of allegiance issue and 
John Birch society members that had come up when she was on the school board. They 
sometimes showed up in education committees at the legislature because they thought the 
schools were hotbeds of communism. Roberts describes the origin of the John Birch society.

Abortion Fundamentalism John Birch 
Society

00:22:03 Competing abortion bills in 1969 part 
2

Roberts describes the testimony and discussions about the abortion bills as focused on the best 
thing to do for society, rather than on relgious concerns. She shares that Anthony Yturri, 
Republican chair of the Judiciary committee, was furious when Roberts' bill was voted to move on, 
due to one Republican's vote defection. Her bill failed to pass on the floor by a few votes. It was 
moved back to committee. Hoyt's bill passed the senate and house, becoming law. This was 
Roberts' introduction to women's issues. 

Abortion Women's issues Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

00:26:00 Employment discrimination bill Roberts became further aware of the need for legislation on women's issues when she introduced 
a bill prohibiting employment discrimination on the basis of sex. The bill was sent to the State and 
Federal Affairs committee which was known as a burying ground for bills in the senate. She 
discusses the lack of rules committee in Oregon, which in other legislatures decides where bills 
are sent. The senate president made those decisions. She describes what it was like to work with 
Senate President Potts.

Potts, Eugene Women's issues Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s
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00:00:08 Women's restroom arrangement in 

the 1969 Oregon senate
Roberts, the only woman in the senate, was invited to a meeting with Senate President Eugene 
Potts when she first started. He told her that he had turned the women's restroom into the nurse's 
office and that she would have to use the second floor restroom. The men's restroom and the 
nurse's office contained speakers so they could hear what was happening on the floor. The 
women's restroom on the second floor did not have a speaker. She told Potts she did not care 
about the restroom and just used the nurse's room.

Sexism in 
politics

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Potts, Eugene

00:03:44 Plumbing as power Roberts shares a story about an article by Anne Quinlan on plumbing as power. Six women were 
elected to the U.S. Senate in 1992 and a women's restroom was finally created. Women senators 
previously had to use public restrooms.She discusses accomodations being created for the 
powerful. Potts hadn't thought to suggest she use the nurse's room bathroom because he is a 
man and he saw it as a place for all of the senators. 

Sexism in 
politics

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

00:06:33 Office and shared space in the 
1969 Oregon senate

Roberts had a lot of experience being the only woman in many different contexts. She had 
learned to work with men and felt comfortable doing so. She describes why she was not 
comfortable in the lounge and an incident where she walked in on a dirty joke. Potts provided a 
small office on the fourth floor to Roberts in 1969 that was previously a janitor's closet. People 
with committee chairmanships could use the committee room as an office but other senators did 
not have one. She also had the option of finding space in a women's lounge attached to a 
restroom. 

Sexism in 
politics

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

00:11:48 Anti-discrimination bill Roberts discussed her anti sex discrimination bill with Keith Skelton. He told her the house labor 
committee was working on a similar bill submitted by Constance McCready, prohibiting racial 
discrimination. He proposed amending the bill to include sex as well as race, and it passed the 
house with that language. Roberts advocated for it to have a fair hearing in the senate labor 
committee. Roberts and McCready both testified in front of the committee. Roberts describes a 
sexist comment made by a senator and her response.

Sexism in 
politics

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

McCready, 
Constance

00:16:21 Voting "no" on a prostitution bill Roberts describes a bill toughening the penalties for prostitution. When it came to the floor of the 
senate, there was a lot of joking about the "oldest profession". Roberts spoke on the floor, noting 
that reworking the bill to make both prostitute and customer criminally liable would be the most 
effective. Roberts voted no on it because it only increased penalties for prostitutes and pimps. 
Roberts did not know if men were uneasy with bills about women's issues due to feeling 
uncomfortable with the topics or because they thought they were not important. Roberts could 
deal with the former but never knew which it was. 

Women's issues Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s
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00:19:43 Educating senate colleagues 
about abortion

Roberts talked to senators one-on-one on the abortion issue, changing at least one senator's 
mind about abortion by talking with him. She described her efforts as "a tremendous amount of 
education", which included learning about new medical procedures and fetal development as 
well as in-depth conversations with many senators. Some did not want to talk with her because 
they had already decided on the issue for a variety of reasons. She learned that if people are a 
strong "no" on something, to leave them alone and focus on talking to people who want more 
information.

Abortion Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Women's 
issues

00:23:04 Impact of 1973 prostitution law and 
working with colleagues in the 
legislature

Regarding the prostitution bill, Roberts had not been aware of its existence and was surprised 
when it came to the floor. They ended up passing a law that included penalties for both 
prostitutes and their customers in the 1973 session. The first prostitution customer arrested under 
the new law was a well-known man. Roberts discusses how her relationships with colleagues 
could change from issue to issue and how it is important to not hold a grudge when someone 
says "no". She developed alliances with people who had similar views and tried not to burn 
bridges with anyone. It was important to quickly learn who could be trusted.

Oregon 
legislature - 
Relationships

Women's 
issues

Laws and 
legislation

00:26:22 Building relationships in the 
legislature and the 1969 sales tax 
bill

Roberts discusses the importance of legislators keeping their word with each other because 
those that didn't were seen as not trustworthy or dependable. The lobbyists appreciated talking 
with her because she was always clear and honest with them. Roberts lists people in leadership 
roles in the senate in 1969, noting that almost all of the Republicans were more powerful than the 
"regular" Democrats because they had to keep their coaltion together. The sales tax issue came 
up in the senate again in 1969, and she describes the Democrats' strategy to get it out for a 
public vote. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
Leadership

Taxes Oregon 
legislature - 
Coalitions
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00:00:16 Roberts' vote for the 1969 sales 

tax bill
Roberts explains the need to get the sales tax bill out of the 1969 legislature so that they could 
turn their attention to other bills, and the strategy used by Democrats to do that. Roberts was one 
of the two mainstream Democrats that voted for the sales tax bill in the senate to move it from the 
legislature and into the public for a referendum, where it was voted down eight to one.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Taxes Democrats

00:04:13 Environmental bills in 1969 
session

Roberts describes some of the environmental issues she worked on in the 1969 session, 
including the Beach bill and the Bottle bill. She discusses how bills are sometimes associated 
with someone's name but they usually end up being a group effort. She notes the environmental 
issues that Robert W. Straub worked on as well.

Straub, Robert 
W.

Environmental 
issues

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

00:07:19 Streamlining of state government Roberts attributes a more streamlined state government in 1969 with the beginning of the 
professionalization of the legislature, which included updated record keeping and staffing. 
Beverly Steffen continued as Roberts' secretary in the senate after working with her for her 
previous two house terms. Roberts describes her as a "strong Democratic party worker." They 
commuted together to Salem. The Oregon Court of Appeals was created in 1969. It was of 
interest to Roberts but she did not work on it. She did not anticipate becoming a judge at that 
time. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
Professionalizati
on

Steffen, Beverly Oregon Court 
of Appeals

00:09:57 Creation of Portland State 
University in the 1969 session

By the end of the 1969 session, Roberts was recognized for working hard and made a lot of 
political friends. She felt it was a productive session and was glad for the four-year term so that 
she did not have to campaign again. She helped Keith D. Skelton with his campaign for the house 
in 1970. She describes how people feel at the end of a session. She discusses Portland State 
University being created in the 1969 session, and how the other Oregon Universities resisted the 
change for years. She describes PSU as a "true urban university" with its own unique 
responsibilities and meets needs that the other universitites cannot meet. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Portland State 
University

Oregon 
legislature - 
Relationships

00:14:32 Formation of TriMet in the 1969 
session

Roberts discusses the formation of TriMet in 1969. The population was growing and 
transportation was becoming an issue, in a "prelude to the energy crisis." She describes how 
legislators' interests develop in committees because of the variety of issues brought to each 
committee and what it is like to work on an issue within, vs outside of, a legislative committee. 
Roberts talks about Thomas L. McCall, who was Governor at the time, as well as Marko Haggard 
and Lee Johnson. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

McCall, 
Thomas L.
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00:19:08 Roberts' separate political identity 
from husband Keith Skelton

Roberts describes the Robert Y. Thornton versus Lee Johnson race for Attorney General in 1970 
as "very bitter." They were both members of the Court of Appeals when Roberts joined in 1977. 
She discusses other members of the Court of Appeals and working with people who had hard 
feelings toward each other. Roberts and Skelton continued to have separate political identities 
and resisted any requests to lobby each other. Her political success was never an issue in their 
relationship and he wished for her to remain in politics because they shared that. They engaged 
in general discussions about work but did not lobby each other.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Skelton, Keith D.

00:23:01 Family life and daily work in 1969-
70

Roberts' youngest son was in high school and lived with her and Skelton in 1969-70. They came 
home every night from Salem. They both had teaching and legal work to do, as well as working 
on remodeling their house. They commuted with both of their secretaries each way. 

Family life Oregon 
legislature - 
1960s
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00:00:10 note: interviewer says this is tape 12, side 1 but it is tape 13, side 1

00:00:17 1971 legislative session: the end of 
the coalition, part 1

Roberts describes the 1971 session as "fascinating" because the coalition of Republicans & 
Democrats in the senate broke down. She describes how the breakdown took place and 
discusses working with Thomas R. Mahoney, who won a seat back in 1970, and Harry D. Boivin. 
She lists several Democrats including Betty Brown who became the second woman in the senate 
with Roberts, and notes that there were very few willing to join the coalition. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
Coalitions

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Boivin, Harry 
D.

00:05:10 1971 legislative session: the end of 
the coalition, part 2

Boivin, who had built the coalition in the late 1950s, thought it would not continue in 1971 and 
decided to join the regular Democrats. There ended up being a coalition in 1971 after all. Roberts 
describes the Democrats' efforts to elect the senate president and the influence of lobbies on 
leadership positions in the legislature through working relationships built over time.

Oregon 
legislature - 
Coalitions

Oregon 
legislature - 
Leadership

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

00:09:21 Balancing interest groups and the 
importance of working with 
lobbyists

Roberts had support from labor groups and was considered a "liberal". In 1971, business interests 
such as timber and agriculture were more influential than some of the civil rights and 
environmental interest groups that were just beginning to form.  Various labor groups balanced 
the influence of business. Roberts shares some of her experiences with lobbyists from labor and 
education with whom she worked closely. She also lists independent lobbyists with whom she 
worked. Lobbyists were sources of information and it was important to develop rapport with them. 

Interest groups Lobbyists Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

00:13:41 Election of senate president in 
1971 session

In the first two weeks of the 1971 session, the Democrats met many times in their caucus about 
the vote for senate president, wanting to elect [Berkeley] "Bud" Lent. Roberts describes the 
Democrats' strategy and process. On the second Friday, John D. Burns announced his intention 
to the caucus to become senate president by voting with the Republicans. This shocked them 
because they had been working on other solutions. Burns made his decision so that the senate 
would start functioning again, at the cost of his relationships with Democrats who saw it as a 
sellout. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Democrats Burns, John D.

00:17:44 Power plays on the Ways and 
Means committee in 1971

Lent was disappointed because he had come so close to becoming senate president. He 
became chair of the senate Ways and Means committee. Roberts describes how the house chair 
of Ways and Means and senate vice chair teamed up together, meeting with fiscal staff as if they 
were the two chairs, and minimized Lent's power. Roberts remarks on how the the legislative 
process is not always democratic. Lent took an opportunity to be appointed to a circuit court 
bench toward the end of the session. The senate vice chair became chair, and Roberts then 
became vice chair. She was not fully aware of Lents' experience on the committee until later.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Leadership

Lent, Berkeley
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00:21:31 18-year-old vote ratification to 
26th constitutional amendment

Roberts served on Ways and Means, Education, and was chair of the newly created Consumer 
Affairs committee. Roberts thought Burns was a good president, though there was bitterness and 
lack of trust toward him. One significant issue was the ratification of the amendment to the 
Constitution allowing 18-year-olds to vote. Roberts tells the story of how the ratification took 
place. Burns did not want it to pass but as senate president had to serve as Governor while 
Governor McCall was out of state so could not vote as a legislator. The bill made it to the senate 
floor for debate though Burns tried to block it.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

Burns, John D.

00:26:24 Walkout by senate Democrats 
over 26th amendment ratification

While the bill was being held up by Burns, the Democrats caucused to discuss how to get the bill 
to the floor. Roberts describes the strategy that they devised, which involved not showing up for 
any votes on any topic. She played a lot of poker while they were waiting it out. There was a 
threat to call the state police to force them in, so the Democrats scattered all over Salem. Lent 
and Burns negotiated by phone and Burns agreed to let the vote come to the floor of the senate, 
where the amendment was ratified. Roberts reflects on the power play involved in this incident. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Democrats Oregon 
legislature - 
Voting
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00:00:04 Interviewer calls this tape 12, side 2 but it is tape 13, side 2.

00:00:07 John Burns' objection to ratifying 
the 26th amendment

Roberts explains that there had previously been a bill on the Oregon ballot giving 19-year-olds 
the right to vote and it had been defeated.She discusses how Burns may have thought that 
allowing the ratification allowing 18-year-olds to vote would not be in keeping with what the 
majority of Oregonians voted for. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Burns, John

00:00:59 Profane anti-war graffitti at the 
capitol

The Vietnam War was a continuing issue during the 1971 session. Roberts recounts how one day, 
there was "Fuck the war" graffiti sprayed on the white marble entrance to the capitol building. 
People in the building were upset and wondered how it could have  happened, though Roberts 
and others felt sympathetic to the message. The next day during senate remonstrances, she 
commented on the vandalism, expressing that she did not condone it but that it was important to 
take a position on the content of the message, and "thank god that somebody said it." This was 
reported in the press.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Vietnam War - 
Protest

00:04:14 Appealing to the conscience of 
the senate and Oregonians during 
the Vietnam War

Roberts describes speaking during remonstrances about the sentencing of Lieutenant Calley in 
1971, who had been convicted in the Mai Lai Massacre, and how at times she acted as the 
conscience of the senate, in part because her son was still in the military, regarding awful things 
happening in the war. There was a resolution in 1971 that Oregonians would not send troops to 
war unless it was legal. Roberts' and others' statements and actions were intended as a message 
to get people thinking about how wrong the Vietnam War was, and to get the United States out of 
the war. Their resistance needed to be public so the message would get to Washington D.C. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Vietnam War

00:08:10 Legislation on women's issues in 
the 1971 session

Republicans Norma J. Paulus and Mary Rieke served in the house and Elizabeth Browne in the 
senate in 1971. Roberts describes them as a "new breed of women". They began to look at 
women's issues together and she introduced a bill prohibiting discrimination in public 
accomodations on the basis of sex. Roberts describes examples of discrimination against women 
in restaurants and hotels in Oregon. They also created legislation to fund daycare facilities for low-
income people. This was in part a response to more women working outside of the home.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Women's 
issues

Women in 
politics

00:13:21 Changes to divorce laws in 1971 No-fault divorce legislation was passed in 1971. Roberts describes the legal grounds available for 
divorce prior to that. No-fault divorce did not require proof of wrongdoing. She describes the 
Alienation of Affections law, which was repealed in that session as well as other laws related to 
divorce. Grace Olivier Peck in the house opposed changing any grounds for divorce due to her 
Catholic faith. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Women's 
issues

Divorce
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00:16:47 Joint custody legislation Around this time, Roberts introduced a bill for joint custody, a first in Oregon. She explains why 
lawyers and conselors were advocating for it. She recounts an experience she had with a client 
who wanted joint custody and a judge who refused. She ended up going "judge shopping" with 
her clients who wanted joint custody. The legislation stipulated that where joint custody was 
requested, the judge must consider it if it is in the best interests of the children. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Women's 
issues

Custody

00:19:59 Equal Rights Amendment and 
women's caucus

In the 1973 session, there were five new women serving in the house, with nine women total, and 
two in the senate. All eleven women in the legislature supported ratifying the Equal Rights 
Amendment. Early in the session, they created a women's caucus, which Roberts chaired due to 
her seniority in the senate. They began to meet, discussing their legislative interests and a plan 
for introducing and signing on to each others' bills. Roberts describes why the Equal Rights 
Amendment was their priority issue. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Women in 
politics

Equal Rights 
Amendment

00:24:22 Legislation on women's issues in 
the 1973 session

The women decided not to get involved in vote trading with their bills, an initial differentiation 
from the political behavior of the men. Roberts describes their strategy to ratify the Equal Rights 
Amendment first and then bring in their other legislation. She discusses the prostitution bill that 
made both prostitute and customer liable and some of the circumstances around it. A bill 
prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sex for credit approval failed in 1973, as well as a bill 
allowing women to go back to their original name after divorce. Roberts describes her experience 
with this issue in her legal practice. 

Equal Rights 
Amendment

Women in 
politics

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s
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00:00:16 The need for the Name bill and 
women's access to credit

Roberts saw a need for the Name bill because clients in her law practice were continuously 
blocked by judges from transferring important documents from their married name back to their 
original name. She shares why she does not use the term "maiden name." The credit bill was 
intended to allow women to get credit on their own, without a man's signature. Both bill did not 
pass in 1973 but were passed in 1975. Roberts calls 1973 a "preparation session" in which they 
educated legislators about women's issues. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Women's 
issues

00:02:43 Concerns about laws supporting 
women's rights including the 
Equal Rights Amendment and the 
Name bill

Roberts calls her efforts to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment "exceedingly frustrating" because 
people kept bringing up diversions of the issue such as unisex bathrooms and women in the 
military. Bathrooms and privacy were a concern of men at the time in relation to equal rights. 
Roberts shares what she said about restrooms when she testified about the amendment. The 
Name bill spurred concerns bought up by conservative senator Mike Thorne about what it would 
do to families and understanding geneaology. Roberts blamed him for causing the bill to fail the 
first time.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Women's 
issues

Equal Rights 
Amendment

00:07:48 Introduction of "almost a 
mountain" of legislation on 
women's issues in 1975

In 1975, Mary W. Roberts was elected to the senate, so there were now three women in the 
senate and eight women in the house, all who had been there the previous session. In the 1975 
women's caucus, each of them wanted to introduce "almost a mountain" of legislation related to 
women's issues. They decided to delegate areas of legislation to certain women and strategized 
how they could help each other move the legislation along. Male legislators did not realize the 
women had a caucus. It was not a secret and anyone was welcome, but the men were working 
on other issues.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Women in 
politics

Women's 
issues

00:10:57 Women's caucus members' work 
to pass bills

By 1973, the Women's Rights Coalition had been formed that lobbied for women's issues. 
Gretchen M. Kafoury was a lobbyist for the coalition. Other independent women lobbyists began 
to appear who were interested in the bills on women's issues as well. There was resistance to 
individual bills proposed by women's caucus members but not to the women's caucus in general. 
They had to work closely with a lot of men to pass the bills as well as take a leadership role in 
advocating for the bills to make sure they did not get derailed. Mary Rieke took on bills relating to 
education, some of which were passed and focused on non-discrimination. Nancie P. Fadeley 
took on the environmental bills and was on that committee.

Women in 
politics

Women's 
issues

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s
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00:14:53 Legislation on issues significant to 
women in the 1970s

Roberts lists a number of bills dealing with issues significant to women that were passed in the 
mid-1970s. In 1973, she served on the Ways and Means committee where many of those bills 
were seen. In general, woman took the legislation that most interested them and that they could 
best track based on their committee positions. For example, the women on the Judiciary 
committee could keep track of domestic relations legislation because it was sent there. 

Women in 
politics

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Women's 
issues

00:18:28 Oregon legislature "on a roll" in 
terms of legislation on women's 
issues

Roberts describes 1975 as a good year because the women were "on a roll" in terms of moving 
their legislation along. An amendment was passed in the 1970s in which all of the statutes were 
changed if they used discriminatory language based on gender, in part to cut down on the 
number of individual bills needed to address all of the issues. She describes it as mostly 
"housekeeping" and not substantive. Roberts mentions the case brought by she and Keith D. 
Skelton to the federal court challenging the abortion law after it was passed, as well as her run for 
governor in 1974.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Women's 
issues

00:20:52 Roberts' and Skelton's challenge 
to Oregon's 1969 abortion statute

A case was brought to Roberts and Skelton by a group of women who wanted to challenge the 
1969 abortion statute on constitutional grounds because it made women "jump through hoops" to 
have an abortion. They took the case pro bono, using medical doctors as plaintiffs and filing in 
1971. There were a lot of motions against the case once it was filed. The state's attorney charged 
with defending the statute,  W. Michael "Mick" Gillette, told Roberts he knew she would win but to 
help him look good. He believed the merits of the case were on her side. Roberts describes the 
statute and what they felt violated womens' constitutional rights. 

Abortion Women's 
issues

Gillette, W. 
Michael

00:25:25 Impact of Roe v. Wade on the 
Roberts' and Skelton's abortion 
case

Skelton and Roberts argued the case in the summer of 1972. Roberts focused on the 
constitutional questions. She explains why they wanted to keep the case in federal court, how  
jurisdiction is determined, and what the process would have been if they had argued it in state 
court. They found out at the end of 1972 that they would not get a decision on their case because 
the Supreme Court was working on a decision for a different case. This was Roe v. Wade in 
January 1973. Roberts recalls the moment she learned about the decision when she was in a 
Ways and Means committee meeting.

Abortion Women's 
issues
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00:00:08 Impact of Roe v. Wade in Oregon After hearing about Roe v. Wade, Roberts and Keith D. Skelton waited for the full opinion, then 
wrote an order to submit to the court striking down all of the provisions of the Oregon law. Roe v. 
Wade made abortion legal in Oregon without any of the conditions that were imposed on women 
in the Oregon law. The abortion issue continued to come up occasionally with bills about 
sterilizing women in mental institutions or about funding abortions for poor women. Grace Olivier 
"Gracie" Peck asked to be excused rather than vote her conscience on those bills and hurt what 
the other women were trying to do. Roberts credits Peck, as a long-time legislator, for working 
with the new crop of women legislators.

Abortion Women's 
issues

Peck, Grace 
Olivier

00:02:39 Considering a run for governor in 
1974

In 1973, Roberts served on the Ways and Means and Education committees, and was chair of the 
Consumer and Business Affairs committee, all of which gave her a lot of interest in a lot of 
legislation. Because of the growing women's movement in 1973, there was a lot of conversation 
about women running for higher office. Someone suggested to Roberts to think about running for 
governor in 1974. She knew that Robert W. Straub would run but he had been beaten twice 
before. She felt it was a good time for her to run. She had had a lot of success in the legislature 
and her committee roles had been informative. She knew she could campaign well. 

Campaigns - 
1974 - Governor

Women in 
politics

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

00:05:47 Continuing to explore a run for 
governor in 1974

After the end of the 1973 session, Roberts continued to explore a run for governor with Skelton 
and other close associates, including Leonard "Len" Bergstein, a young man who had worked for 
Neil E. Goldschmidt in 1970 and 1972 and approached Roberts about working for her campaign. 
She spoke with Straub about the governor's race toward the end of that summer, telling him she 
wanted to run but had some concerns about them running against each other in a primary.  She 
lists other potential Democratic candidates. She felt she would have a better chance in a crowded 
field because she would probably be the only woman. 

Bergstein, 
Leonard

Campaigns - 
1974 - 
Governor

Straub, Robert 
W.

00:09:19 Roberts' decision and 
announcement about her run for 
governor

Roberts decided to get started by taking a poll and bringing Bergstein on board to start raising 
money because enough people were excited about it supportive of her. She announced in 
October 1973, which was unusually early because it was the year before the election year. She 
observes that political campaigns were changing: starting earlier, costing more money, and 
therefore getting organized much earlier. She describes her campaign as "well-run" and that she 
worked well with Bergstein. 

Bergstein, 
Leonard

Campaigns - 
1974 - 
Governor
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00:12:18 Roberts' 1974 campaign for 
governor and Edith Green's 
rejection of Roberts' request for 
support

In her campaign, Roberts played the role of candidate as well as worker, coordinator, and 
fundraiser when needed. Raising money was "tough." She also had to spend time with the press 
and out meeting voters. On election day for the primary in May 1974, she and her team felt 
optimistic. Roberts' press secretary was Huntly Collins who also worked for the Portland Scribe 
and had committed to doing a story on Edith Green in early 1974. Roberts describes the article as 
hightly critical of Green and included negative comments from colleagues. After the article came 
out, Roberts called Green to ask for her support and describes Green's hostile reaction to her 
request.

Green, Edith 
Starrett

Campaigns - 
1974 - 
Governor

Collins, Huntly

00:17:17 Roberts' thoughts on Edith Green Roberts did not know Green well, even though they both worked on education issues and were 
in politics at the same time. They worked on opposite sides of the country. She explains the 
queen bee syndrome among women and that she felt it was ultimately self-defeating. Green had 
been critical of national women's groups as too radical and had grown more conservative on 
educational and social issues over the years. Roberts and Green had both worked on Robert F. 
Kennedy's campaign. Roberts believes that Green lost her momentum in national politics after 
Kennedy's assassination. Green supported James A. Redden for governor in 1974 because she 
had also had some conflicts with Straub.

Green, Edith 
Starrett

Campaigns - 
1974 - 
Governor

Women in 
politics

00:22:22 Robert W. Straub's primary win for 
the 1974 governor's race

Straub won the primary, with Roberts about 8,000 votes behind him. Redden trailed by quite a 
bit. Roberts notes his sense of humor and how he told her he "knew she was putting on a whale 
of a campaign but he sure didn't know it was that good!" She was ideologically closer to Straub, 
who beat Victor G. Atiyeh in the governor's race that fall but lost to him in the next election. 
Roberts reflects that she would have been "a different kind of governor" and that people had had 
enough of Straub and Thomas L. McCall by then, who were very similar. 

Campaigns - 
1974 - Governor

Straub, Robert 
W.

Redden, 
James A.

00:25:35 Roberts' challenge of being taken 
seriously in the governor's race

Roberts notes some similarities and differences between herself and Straub. She discusses the 
history of women running for governor in Oregon; she was the 7th or 8th to do so. Performer and 
public personality Gracie Hansen had run in 1970 and Roberts describes some humorous aspects 
of her campaign, sharing how the voters did not take her seriously. One of Roberts' challenges 
was to have the voters take her seriously. She focused on talking about the issues and would 
always get a quesion about whether Oregon was ready for a woman governor. Her answer was 
always to correct the question: Is this woman ready to be governor? - asking voters to evaluate 
her experience and decide. 

Women in 
politics

Straub, Robert 
W.

Hansen, 
Gracie
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00:00:05 Interviewer calls this tape 14, side 1 but it is tape 15, side 1

00:00:15 Roberts on not changing her last 
name

Roberts was asked by many people why she did not use her husband's name when she ran for 
governor in 1974. She shares her standard response regarding the reasons for not changing her 
name while involved in electoral politics. She shares a story about how future legislator Nancy A. 
Ryles reacted to her logical reasons for not changing her name, including influencing her thinking 
about how to respond to the issue. 

Ryles, Nancy A. Women in 
politics

00:04:04 The Oregonian's  refusal to refer 
to Roberts as "Senator"  as they 
did for male senators

Roberts had a difficult time with the Oregonian during her legislative career because they 
referred to her as "Mrs. Roberts." The male senators were always referred to as Senator - "Sen." 
She suggestions for the newspaper use but they did not deviate from their style guide. There 
were no women on the Oregonian's editorial board, and no women reporters covering the 
legislature until early 1970s. She lists some of their names and the publications for which they 
worked. The legislature, lobbyists, and press were all male-dominated and reluctant to listen to 
women's arguments for different treatment.

Media coverage Women in 
politics

00:08:27 "I don't know if I can talk about the 
energy shortage…and smile at the 
same time." 

As a women, raising money for a campaign was challenging. Roberts describes the expectation 
of women in politics to walk a fine line between being assertive but not seeming too tough or 
"shrill" yet also taking care not to be perceived as too weak and pliable. The public always 
wanted to know about womens candidates' families and whether it was "ok at home" for her to 
run for office. When running for governor, Roberts was often asked to smile more. She would 
counter with the fact she was talking about serious issues and "I don't know if I can talk about the 
energy shortage…and smile at the same time." 

Fundraising Women in 
politics

Campaigns - 
1974 - 
Governor

00:12:44 Roberts describes her 
independence as a legislator

Roberts has always considered herself as issue-oriented as opposed to wanting to serve in 
politics for her ego. Women in earlier years were sometimes encouraged to run by lobbyists or 
others as a vote on certain issues. She describes some situations in which that occured. When 
Roberts first went to the legislature, her agenda was about education and she was used to being 
independent as a teacher and law student. She was willing to speak out strongly and lobby others 
to achieve her goals. 

Women in 
politics
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00:16:34 Key issues in the Oregon 
governor's race

One of the isses discussed by candidates in the governor's campaign was the energy crisis. 
There was exploration of the potential for geothermal energy in Oregon and various locations 
were being studied for their potential. Mass transit, the environment, and basic school support 
were also issues. Roberts discusses how local issues around the state also come up during a 
campaign and the need to address them in the moment, for example a proposal from Cascade 
Locks to build a tram in the gorge as a tourist attraction. She took a position opposing the tram in 
order to protect the natural beauty of the gorge. 

Campaigns - 
1974 - Governor

Energy crisis

00:20:14 Roberts' governor's campaign 
schedule part 1

Roberts' team analyzed where she did well after the race was over. She won in 11 eastern Oregon 
counties and believes that having lived on that side of the state helped her connect with those 
voters. She made three or more appearances each day during her campaign, depending on how 
quickly she could get from one place to another. She had a weekly schedule and she and her 
staff looked for campaign opportunities where there were gaps in the schedule. She could always 
talk to press or be on a radio talk show to fill in. Leonard Bergstein kept her campaign moving 
and Roberts believes they did so well because they talked with a great many voters in many 
different ways. 

Campaigns - 
1974 - Governor

00:23:50 Roberts' governor's campaign 
schedule part 2

Roberts did not have much interaction with the other candidates, which is common in primaries. 
Debates tended to take place in the general election. There were so many campaign 
appearances that Roberts does not recall them all. It was a "whirlwind" moving from group to 
group. The outcome of the primary was surprising to many people. It was very good for Roberts 
and showed that she was a good campaigner and could be a threat to anyone. 

Campaigns - 
1974 - Governor

00:26:05 Roberts' post-campaign activities 
after governor's primary in 1974

Immediately after the primary, Roberts consoled the campaign staff and let them know they did a 
good job. Many young people got their start in her campaign. The next day she went to the 
hospital for a hysterectomy, which she had postponed due to her campaign. After her recovery, 
she started working on her legislative interim committee. That July, Wayne Morse passed away, in 
the midst of running for reelection to the U.S. Senate. Roberts had had a good, but not close, 
relationship with Morse. She recalls being at the 1968 Democratic convention with him. 

Campaigns - 
1974 - Governor

Morse, Wayne 
L.
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00:00:05 Death of Wayne Morse and the 
search for a replacement 
Democrat to  campaign for U.S. 
Senate in 1974

Roberts shares how much Wayne L. Morse taught her at the 1968 Democratic Convention. She 
had not seen him much in the following six years until they were both campaigning in 1974. After 
Morse died, lobbyists and others began maneuvering regarding the selection of his replacement. 
Roberts describes Morse lying in state in the Capitol Rotunda and her participation in his 
memorial services. After the services honoring Morse, the party had to "get serious" about who 
would take his place on the ballot.

Morse, Wayne 
L.

Democratic 
National 
Convention

Death

00:03:04 Roberts a strong contender to 
take Morse's place on the ballot

Roberts discusses some of the contenders for Morse's spot on the ballot. The main reason 
Roberts was chosen was because of her strong showing in governor's race, and also because 
she built a good support system in the state Democratic party. She describes winning a straw 
vote at the Democratic Central Committee meeting in Coos Bay, Jason D. Boe's area, where she 
thought Boe would win. It was a good sign for her having strong support at the Democratic 
convention in Baker, Oregon.

Campaigns - 
1974 - U.S. 
Senate

Democrats

00:07:20 Roberts is nominated as the 
Democratic candidate for U.S. 
Senate at the state Democratic 
convention

Roberts' strongest ally in achieving the party's nomination was Walter Gray, the lobbyist for AFL-
CIO who had a lot of contacts in Washington D.C. and wanted someone there with whom he 
could work well. The AFL-CIO felt betrayed by Republican candidate Robert W. Packwood over a 
position he had taken on a bill. They gave Roberts a lot of support throughout her campaign, and 
she believes it may have been Gray's influence at the convention in Baker that brought her a few 
more votes. She was also supported by the Teamsters.

AFL-CIO Democrats Campaigns - 
1974 - U.S. 
Senate

00:10:35 Fundraising in Washinton D.C. and 
running against an incumbent

As soon as she received the nomination, Roberts went to Washington D.C. to raise money 
because "the big money doesn't happen within the state." She had won the nomination by a clear 
margin, with R.P. "Joe" Smith her closest contender, and the other candidates united in 
supporting her. The general perception of her chances against Packwood was that it is difficult to 
beat an incumbent, but the first term is the best time to try it. She describes how Packwood 
framed his first-term experience in his campaign.

Fundraising Campaigns - 
1974 - U.S. 
Senate

Packwood, 
Robert W.
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00:15:03 Challenges of moving from state 
to national campaigning in back-to-
back races

Roberts notes that the interesting and challenging parts of moving from a state to a national race 
are different issues and fundraising. Her team had to revise their fundraising techniques and she 
had to study the issues. She lost some of her campaign staff to other politicians, including 
campaign manager Leonard Bergstein who left to work for Robert W. Straub. Roberts describes 
how much Keith D. Skelton helped in her campaigns for governor and U.S. senate, especially 
when she was pulling together staff with very short notice for the senate race.

Campaigns - 
1974 - U.S. 
Senate

Fundraising Skelton, Keith 
D.

00:19:40 Fundraising and learning in 
meetings with donors and 
politicians in Washington D.C.

Roberts lists who she met with on her trips to Washington D.C. including people from education, 
labor, and international environmental groups. She met with big Democratic donors and had a 
fundraiser in a home where Eugene J. McCarthy was the draw to help her raise money. She kept 
audio recordings of her experiences for later transcription in Oregon. She describes meetings 
with various people to raise funds and gather information on the issues, including Senator Lloyd 
M. Bentsen and Senator Edward Moore "Ted" Kennedy. She describes a briefing book she was 
given by Bentsen's office.

Campaigns - 
1974 - U.S. 
Senate

Fundraising Washington 
D.C.

00:22:09 Robert Strauss fundraiser in 
Oregon for Roberts' U.S. senate 
campaign

Roberts met with a group at the Democratic Party office in D.C., which included James E. "Jimmy" 
Carter and Robert Strauss. Both Carter and Strauss offered to come to Oregon to do a fundraiser 
for her. The Democrats in Oregon told her they only had time to do one fundraiser of that 
magnitude, so they chose Strauss. She describes Strauss as a very sharp, immaculately dressed 
politician who knew how to make people feel comfortable and understood the system. She later 
supported Carter when he ran for governor and wished she could have had him out as well but in 
1974 more people would have paid to see Strauss. 

Campaigns - 
1974 - U.S. 
Senate

Carter, James 
E.

Strauss, 
Robert

00:25:22 Packwood's use of negative 
campaign ads about Roberts

Roberts describes her senate campaign as a "fascinating experience." She debated Packwood 
three times and the press called it a draw each time, which satisfied her. She felt the campaign 
went really well. Packwood paid for "an endless stream" of advertising in the three days before 
election day that was very negative and misleading about Roberts. She describes a particularly 
offensive claim.

Campaigns - 
1974 - U.S. 
Senate

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Campaigns - 
Negative

00:28:07 Roberts' description of Packwood 
as a politician in Oregon

Packwood was chairman of the elections committee when he was in the legislature. Roberts 
describes his fascination with elections and some reforms he brought about while on the 
committee. She marveled at his ability to analyze and develop strategy in elections. He was 
credited for winning Republian control of the house in 1964 after several sessions of Democratic 
control. 

Packwood, 
Robert W.
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00:00:14 Packwood's skill at campaigning 
and use of taped footage

Roberts shared that many politicians envied Packwood for his knowledge of campaigns. At the 
time, mass media, mailing techniques, and door-to-door campaigning were the primary tools, not 
as much focus on analysis as there is in the present day. When he ran against Morse, his 
campaign taped a debate and edited the footage to use in campaign ads. Packwood had planted 
the questions that were asked of him in the audience so was able to rehearse his answers. Morse 
by contrast appeared to fumble and be long-winded. This made the Democrats concerned about 
what he would use against Roberts. 

Campaigns - 
1974 - U.S. 
Senate

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Campaigns - 
Negative

00:03:26 Packwood's use of negative 
campaign advertisements against 
Roberts in race for U.S.Senate, 
part 1

Roberts would not allow Packwood's staff to record their debates. The editing of debate clips out 
of context for campaign ads was novel at the time. Some thought it was clever, and others, awful. 
After the McCarthy years and the rise of advertising, everyone was worried about being 
manipulated. Roberts recalls a campaign staffer calling her about the negative radio 
advertisements about her. The Oregonian contained negative ads about her the final weekend 
before election day, with Sunday's ads on "almost every other page." She describes the focus of 
the ads on several themes about her, including dismantling social security and favoring gun 
control. 

Campaigns - 
1974 - U.S. 
Senate

Debates Campaigns - 
Negative

00:06:47 Packwood's use of negative 
campaign advertisements against 
Roberts in race for U.S.Senate, 
part 2

Roberts describes how Packwood's campaign found and spun information about her stances on 
gun control and social security. She could not respond to his misleading advertisements because 
they were published and aired too late in the campaign. Ten days before the election, a poll 
showed that she would move ahead if she continued campaigning steadily. She lost by about five 
percent. Roberts realized the day before the election that Packwoods' ads were effective 
because she had been a strong supporter of older adults, but while campaigning at a home for 
senior citizens, was told they disagreed with her stance on social security. 

Campaigns - 
1974 - U.S. 
Senate

Campaigns - 
Negative

Packwood, 
Robert W.
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00:12:00 Packwood's use of negative 
campaign advertisements against 
Roberts in race for U.S.Senate, 
part 3

Roberts differed from Packwood in her approach to issues, more than on the issues themselves. 
She believes the outcome came down to differences in style and campaigning. She describes a 
comment Packwood made at one of their debates about her absenteeism in the senate which 
was untrue. It puzzled her and the reporters in the room who knew her record. It did not come up 
again until the negative ads at the end of the campaign. She realized in retrospect she should not 
have let the comment go at the debate. She tried to use Watergate issue and describes why that 
was difficult because Packwood had criticized Nixon. 

Campaigns - 
1974 - U.S. 
Senate

Campaigns - 
Negative

00:16:10 The importance of knowing the 
"right people" and challenges 
getting support from women's 
groups

Roberts describes some issues on which she and Packwood did not differ much. Gloria Steinem 
sent a letter of support for Packwood to Roberts' supporters, which offended her, though she 
understood why Steinem considered Packwood an ally. Roberts reflects on the remoteness of 
Oregon from D.C. and the importance of knowing the right people in D.C. Bella S. Abzug came to 
Oregon to help Roberts connect with women's groups, though Abzug cautioned her the groups 
were looking to build coalitions in the Republican party. Roberts believes that if she had had 
more time to campaign, it would have been different, particularly with seeking support from 
women's groups.

Campaigns - 
1974 - U.S. 
Senate

Abzug, Bella S. Packwood, 
Robert W.

00:20:55 Roberts' busy campaign schedule 
for U.S.Senate

Roberts felt optimistic in her campaign, despite staff turnover and the two-month timeline. Her 
campaign schedule was packed; she describes a day when she had eleven appearances in 
central Oregon. She had to cover an area as much as possible once there, because there was no 
time to return. Roberts had good rapport with the press and lists some of the reporters who 
covered her campaign. She shares that all campaigns are nonstop until election day; hers is not 
unusual. She lists the names and roles of some of her campaign staff.

Campaigns - 
1974 - U.S. 
Senate

Media 
coverage

00:25:12 Roberts' thoughts on ethics and 
the use of mass media in political 
campaigns

Roberts did not feel that she was able to get up to speed on all of the national and international 
issues within the two months she had to campaign for senate. If she was asked about something 
she didn't know, she shared how she would approach the issue based on her record. Four years 
later when she was on the Court of Appeals, Roberts engaged Packwood's former campaign 
manager, Karen Whitman, to help with a fundraising project for women's issues. Whitman shared 
her regret about her role in the negative campaign ads and Roberts shares their ensuing 
conversation. Roberts reflects on the lack of ethics in campaigns and the use of mass media as a 
tool for manipulation.

Campaigns - 
1974 - U.S. 
Senate

Campaigns - 
Negative

Packwood, 
Robert W.
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00:00:06 Roberts' exploration of 
challenging Packwood's 1974 
campaign using the Corrupt 
Practices Act for his use of false 
statements.

Roberts' team researched whether they could challenge Robert W. Packwood's campaign under 
the Corrupt Practices Act for the use of false statements and misrepresentation in his 
advertisements about her, but they determined it would not be worth pursuing. The press 
recognized what had happened in the last days of the campaign and questioned what the 
Roberts campaign would do about it. Roberts held a press conference to announce that they 
deplored the method of campaigning but that there was no recourse for them and described why. 
At that point, Roberts was very tired and the party was in debt from her campaign as well as 
James Redden and Robert Straub's campaigns. The three of them organized events to pay off the 
debt over the next year.

Campaigns - 
Negative

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Campaigns - 
1974 - U.S. 
Senate

00:03:41 Roberts' overview of her work in 
the 1975 legislature

After campaigning for a year and then her hysterectomy and recovery period, she was ready to 
work on clearing the campaign debt and focus on her work in the state senate. She was not 
planning any other statewide campaigns at that point. In the 1975 session, she served on the 
judiciary, education and consumer and business affairs committees. She did not want to serve on 
Ways and Means that year because it was so demanding but hoped to return to it in the future. 
Roberts' daughter was her secretary in the 1973 and 1975 sessions. Roberts recalls the 1975 
session going well even though she was in a recovery period after campaigning.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

00:07:01 Roberts' teaching roles over the 
years

Roberts was given the Education Citizen of the Year award, which she was proud of due to work 
in that field. Roberts taught high school until she finished law school in 1966, then began teaching 
at Mt. Hood Community College, first full-time, then part-time as she began to work more in her 
law practice. She describes teaching in later years at Oregon State University after she retired 
from the Supreme Court. She discusses why she liked the challenge of teaching high school 
students the most. 

Careers - 
Teaching

Education - 
Attitudes

00:10:00 Roberts' and Skelton's family life 
in 1975 and her views on the 
importance of family

Roberts describes her grown children's lives in 1975. They were all very independent and self-
reliant. Skelton's children were also doing well. She had good rapport with his children; they 
spent holidays with both of their families together. Christmas dinners were very large. Roberts 
shares the importance of family to her and that her public life would have had no value to her if 
her children were not doing okay first. She describes a mental checklist she would review about 
each child on her commutes to and from Salem. 

Family life
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00:13:52 Awards bestowed upon Roberts in 
1975 by the Oregon Women's 
Political Caucus and the Oregon 
Conference of Seventh Day 
Adventists

Roberts was given the first Woman of the Year award by the Oregon Women's Political Caucus in 
1975. She feels she received it because of the seriousness of the governor and senate races she 
had run and how well she had done. Roberts discusses the meaning of the award. She was also 
given the Liberty Award by the Oregon Conference of Seventh Day Adventists, and believes it 
was the result of a bill she had worked on about the separation of church and state. She 
describes working well with their lobbyist and some of the issues that were of interest to the 
church. 

Women in 
politics

Accolades

00:17:25 Roberts' awards from Soroptimist 
International, the three largest 
Oregon Universities, and the 
Oregon State Bar

Roberts has received many awards, including after retirement. She recalls one from Soroptimist 
International called Women helping Women. She has had awards from all three of the large 
Oregon Universities. When she resigned from the Supreme Court, she received the Award of 
Merit from the Oregon State Bar, recognizing an outstanding legal career. She has been proud of 
her many awards. 

Accolades Careers - 
Legal

Women's 
issues
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00:00:32 Impact of an independent and 

large Democratic majority in the 
1975 legislature

The 1975 legislature stayed in session until mid-June, which was considered long. Roberts 
discusses the one independent senator in the legislature that year, Charles J. "Chuck" Hanlon 
and the impact of having an independent in the legislature. She found him easy to work with, a 
cooperative person who got along with everybody. His role may have been different if the 
Democratic majority had not been so large. Democrats controlled the House and Senate by wide 
margins and there was a Democratic governor. Roberts recalls that there was concern the 
Democrats might "run wild" in terms of social reforms or taxation, but that was not the case. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Independents Hanlon, 
Charles J.

00:04:31 Robert W. Straub's term as 
governor, part 1

Robert W. Straub had just taken office and was a "second Tom McCall" in both appearance and 
his interests. He was a successor to the environmental legislation, working to make it stronger but 
not making big changes. Roberts's former governor's campaign chairman, Leonard Bergstein, was 
Straub's administrative assistant. She considered Straub a friend, having worked on an earlier 
campaign for him and she knew his family. She describes how Straub was a natural continuation 
of Thomas L. McCall's state leadership because people continued to want to address 
environmental issues in Oregon. 

Straub, Robert 
W.

Environmental 
issues

00:08:26 Robert W. Straub's term as 
governor, part 2

Roberts describes Straub's term as governor. The expectation level was high that he would be 
similar to McCall and it was hard for people to understand that Straub would be different. The 
press criticized him for not being a dynamic showman like McCall.  As State Treasurer, he had 
supported McCall's ideas. Straub had a good staff and good rapport with the legislature. There 
was a lot of cooperation betweent the branches of government because they were all controlled 
by Democrats. However Straub did not get everyone's attention about key issues in the way 
McCall did.

Straub, Robert 
W.

McCall, Thomas 
L.

00:11:34 Robert's contrasting her 
experiences in the House and 
Senate

Roberts discusses the house leadership in 1975. The Senate and House preferred to be 
independent bodies for the most part. Roberts felt the Senate was not as much fun as the House 
because there were twice as many house members and more activity on the floor of the House. 
The Senate was more bound by tradition. She gives an example of communication between 
House and Senate members regarding a medical malpractice bill. She describes the details of the 
bill and both sides' reaction to it.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Leadership



00:16:10 Inappropriate communication by a 
House member regarding a 
medical malpractice bill, part one

After the medical malpractice bill passed the House, she received a note from House member 
David B. Frohnmayer while she was chairing a committee meeting stating that he was in the 
hallway and wanted to talk with her. This was quite unusual. He told her she needed to pass the 
medical malpractice bill out of her committee. She responded that they would make their own 
decision about it. She describes why Frohnmayer was so involved in the bill and why  his request 
bothered her. The bill became a hot issue and eventually passed in a modified form after much 
work. Roberts shares where she stood on the issues addressed in the bill.  

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Frohnmayer, 
David B.

00:20:22 Inappropriate communication by a 
House member regarding a 
medical malpractice bill, part two

Roberts shares her view on contingent lawyer's fees, which was part of the medical malpractice 
bill. Frohnmayer's request for her to get the bill through her committee, positioning himself as a 
law professer who knows "how these things work" made her sure they would spend "an awful lot 
of time" thoroughly examining it, the opposite of what he had wanted. Roberts does not 
remember any other house member interrupting a committee meeting to make a request; 
normally they would discuss it in an appropriate setting, making an attempt to develop a working 
relationship. 

Frohnmayer, 
David B.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

00:23:02 Roberts' experience as Senate 
Majority Whip in 1975

Roberts observes that cooperation between the House and Senate can sometimes be positive, 
citing an example. In 1975, she was the Assistant Senate Majority Leader, or Whip, who was 
supposed to line up votes. There wasn't much to do in that session because of the majority of 22 
Democrats in the Senate and a need for only 16 votes to pass bills. The whip position was seen 
as a stepping stone to becoming the Majority Leader. She explains how leadership positions 
function in majority and minority parties and in which situations. She notes that Victor G. Atiyeh 
was the Senate Minority Leader and describes his work.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Leadership

Political 
parties

00:27:33 1975 Senate Consumer and 
Business Affairs Committee

Roberts discusses fellow members of the 1975 Consumer and Business Affairs committeee. 
Roberts leaned toward regulatory legislation, such tenant's rights. She was also very concerned 
about protecting consumers from false advertising. Democrats Robert Vernon Cook and Keith A. 
Burbidge were more partisan than Roberts. Republican Kenneth A. Jernstedt was supportive as 
Vice Chair unless there was an issue on which he had to take a Republican stand. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s
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00:00:08 Committee assignment process in 
the Oregon legislature, part 1

Roberts discusses working with Robert F. Smith in the legislature though he was "exceedingly 
partisan", a very conservative Republican. She describes how the President of the Senate and 
Speaker of the House make committee assignments. Some committees are very important and in-
demand. She explains why Smith, with an interest in agriculture, may not have been assigned to 
the Agriculture and Natural Resources Commitee. Roberts was on the Education Committee 
every session until 1975 and was able to support a lot of education legislation but was tired of it 
and asked not to be assigned to it. She shares some of the legislation she worked on in that 
commitee.

Smith, Robert F. Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

Education - 
Legislation

00:04:36 The importance of committee 
assignments

Roberts explains more about the importance of committee assignments. Being in the majority 
party, seniority, and support of the senate president give legislators a good chance of getting the 
committees they want. Most legislators get identified with legislation by they committees they 
served on because that is where they develop their interests and expertise. Roberts had a good 
relationship with senate president Jason D. Boe, though he had run against her to get the 
nomination to replace Morse in the campaign for U.S. senate. She explains that to be effective, 
legislators put old campaigns and challenges behind them and do not take them personally.

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

Oregon 
legislature - 
Leadership

00:07:00 Committee assignment process in 
the Oregon legislature, part 2

Roberts had told Boe that she wanted to stay on the Judiciary and Consumer and Business 
Affairs committees and to not serve on Ways and Means and Education. She was surprised to be 
assigned to the Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee and wondered if Boe placed her 
there as the only urban legislator due to the field burning bill. She describes more about the 
senate president election, committee, and desk assignment process.  

Boe, Jason D. Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

00:12:29 Working on the Judiciary 
Committee with Elizabeth W. 
Browne in the 1975 session

Roberts discusses the other members serving with her on the Judiciary Committee, including 
Elizabeth W. Browne as chair, who she describes as a quiet person who was a good chair. They 
had a good relationship on a personal basis because they both had four children and had both 
gone to law school when older. They did not have many political differences. The Judiciary 
committee addressed a revision to the traffic code and Roberts describes the large amount of 
work that went into it. They also worked on some juvenile court legislation.

Browne, 
Elizabeth W.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees
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00:16:54 Working on the rape shield law in 
the 1975 legislative session, part 1

Roberts describes the Judiciary committee working on a bill that became Oregon's rape shield 
law, which changed how evidence was introduced and admitted in rape cases. There was a 
history in rape cases that evidence of a victim's prior sexual behavior was admissable. This was 
used to prove consent and/or influence a jury and was a deterrent to reporting rape. Both 
prosecutors and women's groups supported the rape shield law. The bill had passed the house 
and passed out of the Judiciary committee.

Laws and 
legislation

Sexual assault Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

00:19:43 Working on the rape shield law in 
the 1975 legislative session, part 2

Roberts describes how, on the floor of the senate, she portrayed a lawyer asking questions of 
Wallace P. Carson, Jr., who portrayed a robbery victim. In a scripted exchange, she asked the 
same questions that were typical in a rape case to illustrate their absurdity. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Sexual assault Carson, 
Wallace P., Jr.

00:24:34 Working on the rape shield law in 
the 1975 legislative session, part 3

Roberts had been given the script by someone who supported the bill. She felt it was important 
to show the victim having to defend himself. The bill passed the senate with 29 votes. In 1977, the 
law was later expanded to allow a husband to be sued for rape. Roberts describes how the law 
worked in practice, with the judge ultimately deciding whether a certain line of questioning is 
admissable, in chambers so the jury cannot hear. She notes that questions about a victim's 
clothing or sexual history are now "almost archaic." The rape shield law was part of a movement 
around the country. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Sexual assault Women's 
issues
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00:00:17 Tax legislation in the 1975 session Roberts was happy to work on other people's legislation in 1975 rather than sponsor her own. She 
discusses a one cent gas tax that was approved by the legislature for highway maintenance but 
rejected by voters. There was both a lot of effort and opposition to tax bills, and all had to 
eventually be referred to voters for their approval. Very few measures to increase taxes have 
passed in Oregon. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Taxes

00:02:44 Field burning bill, part 1 Roberts discusses working on the field burning bill in the Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Committee. Her son-in-law worked for the Department of Environmental Quality and first informed 
her about it. She learned more technical information through the committee hearings about the 
issue and that Eugene residents were suffering the most. Though legislation to phase out the 
burning passed both houses, Robert W. Straub, a former Eugene resident, sided with agricultural 
interests and did not want the phase out to go as quickly as specified in the bill. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

Environmental 
issues

00:06:16 Field burning bill, part 2 Roberts describes the many factors the committee had to consider related to addressing the issue 
of field burning. She discusses the challenge of deciding what to do with the left over grass 
stubble in the fields and some of the ideas suggested. A compromise was reached in the 
legislature, leaving neither side happy. The goal was to phase out the burning over time but 
different legislatures had different ideas about it over the ensuing years.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

Environmental 
issues

00:09:24 Perennial issues in the Oregon 
legislature

Roberts discusses the measure to toughen parole restrictions on murders, which did not pass, as 
well as dealing with crime as an issue in the legislature, including capital punishment, which 
Roberts opposes. She describes the work of legislators dealing with the same issues over many 
sessions and attempting to reach compromises. She also discusses bills to increase 
unemployment benefits by 5% and to increase worker's compensation, which she called 
"perennials" in terms of regular topics being dealt with in the legislature. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Crime Laws and 
legislation

00:12:16 Environmental bills in the 1975 
session

Roberts discusses a bill prohibiting the sale of aerosols containing fluorocarbons. She recalls that 
when it was first introduced, everyone made fun of it. Oregon was one of the first states to 
regulate it. The bill passed due to the concerns with air pollution. She also discusses the bottle bill, 
the interest groups that wanted changes to it, and considerations of what consumers would be 
willing to do. These bills were worked on by the environmental committee. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Environmental 
issues
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00:15:00 Marijuana bill and Willamette 
Greenways

Roberts discusses changes to laws about transporting and possession of marijuana. In an earlier 
session, a bill to reduce the penalty for possession of under an ounce of marijuana was supported 
in the house by a Republican, Stafford Hansell, which persuaded a lot of people. Roberts explains 
that any bill allowing for transportation of marijuana probably had some limits to it. She also 
discusses other bills from the 1975 session including a bill related to the Willamette Greenways 
system and some of the planning that had been done in that area.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Land use Drugs

00:20:00 Legislation as a reflection of 
society and honoring constituents' 
requests for bills to be introduced

Roberts discusses the a bill to ban corporal punishment in schools and how this kind of legislation 
evolves as a reflection of society at a given time. Roberts felt that every piece of legislation 
introduced ought to be taken seriously, though the legislature handed out Golden Turkey awards 
to legislation they considered "weird." She introduced bills that constituents requested, always 
noting that she was introducing it at the request of someone if it was something she did not fully 
support, because she felt the citizen had a right to have the bill introduced and get a hearing in 
committee. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Corporal 
punishment

00:23:38 Summing up the 1975 legislative 
session and interim committee 
work on aging issues

Reflecting on the 1975 legislative session, Roberts felt that it was "lackluster." The preceding 
sessions in the Thomas L. McCall years had been upbeat, progressive, and exciting. She wonders 
if they had moved so fast during the McCall years that they had to catch up in the 1975 session by 
cleaning up and amending some bills. She continued to serve on interim committees, including 
education, consumer, and aging. Roberts discusses her interim committee work between the 1973 
and 1975 sessions. Some of the work that emerged from the interim committee on aging included 
transportation and food programs for seniors. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

McCall, Thomas 
L.

00:28:07 Special sessions and 1976 
campaign for reelection to the 
state senate

Roberts explains the work involved in special sessions; there was a special session in September 
1975. She discusses her 1976 campaign for reelection to the state senate, with not much 
opposition. She notes that the other Roberts were becoming well-known politicians. Her ex-
husband, Frank L. Roberts, was elected to the legislature in 1966 and continued to serve in the 
house in 1967. His daughter, Mary W. Roberts, was elected to the House and later to the Senate in 
1975. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
Special sessions

Campaigns - 1976 
Oregon legislative

Roberts, Frank L.
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00:00:09 "If you want to get elected, 
change your name to Roberts"

Roberts felt confident about her 1976 campaign, due to her name recognition and not a lot of 
opposition. Frank Roberts had married Barbara, who was elected to the house in 1978, serving 
there until she was elected Secretary of State. Roberts discusses what was going on in her 
personal life during the 1975 session. She continued to be close with her children and helped 
them with college expenses. She and Keith D. Skelton moved their law practice in a corner 
property they purchased in northeast Portland. They named it the "law corner" and rented space 
to several other lawyers, sharing a receptionist and other amenities.

Campaigns - 
1976 Oregon 
legislative

Family life Careers - 
Legal

00:04:24 Roberts' law practice, part 1 Roberts and Skelton did not want to start a law firm, given their other commitments, and did not 
want the responsibility for the incomes of other lawyers. There was good camraderie with the 
other lawyers who rented space from them. Roberts describes some of Skelton's occupation in 
1975, working in Salem. In terms of her law practice, many of her cases were in domestic 
relations, both male and female clients for child custody cases. She did not want to only 
specialize in that area because she was concerned it would be limiting, so she took cases in a 
variety of areas such as property and personal injury, but did not like doing criminal law.  

Careers - Legal Skelton, Keith 
D.

00:08:07 Roberts' law practice,  part 2 Roberts notes that it was challenging to have a law practice while serving in the legislature 
because it was difficult to continue working on cases when the legislature was in session. She 
discusses the increasing focus on specialization and requirements for continuing legal education. 
She had a general practice but would have specialized if she had not become a judge. Skelton 
encouraged her to get involved in worker's compensation law but she did not want to because it 
was such a controversial issue in the legislature. She describes some work she did for clients 
who owned the greyhound race track and notes that if she had continued praciticing law, she 
may have expanded that part of her practice to horse racing as well. 

Careers - Legal

00:13:09 Emergence of custody 
agreements in domestic relations 
cases

The 1977 legislative session was the second-longest at the time, adjourning on July 5. Roberts 
was vice chair of the Judiciary committee with Elizabeth W. Browne as chair. Roberts describes 
some of the legislation they reviewed in the committee. Joint custody agreements were starting 
to emerge in domestic relations cases. Roberts' oldest daughter was getting divorced so joint 
custody was particularly relevent at that time. She describes a judge that she respected who 
would not allow joint custody due to a belief that "home" should be one place. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

Custody
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00:18:01 Roberts' introduction of a joint 
custody bill

Roberts told her daughter she would need to shop around for a judge if she wanted joint custody, 
to make sure she could find a judge who would agree to it. Roberts felt that if both parents feel 
joint custody is in the childrens' best interest, a judge should not be able to disallow it. She 
introduced a joint custody bill addressing this and invited judges and others to testify about it. 
Roberts describes how and why legislative council drafted bills for legislators. 

Custody Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

00:21:13 Changing laws to address 
evolving sexual attitudes in 
society

Roberts explains the Consenting Adult law that was addressed in the 1977 session.They also 
repealed the cohabitation defense used in rape cases. There were U.S. Supreme Court cases 
that preceded these changes in Oregon law but not everyone was aware of them so some 
education of colleagues was required. Roberts believes that changing sexual attitudes in society 
led to questioning whether there should be criminal penalties associated with sexual activity. 
Roberts thinks her constituency was ahead of legislators regarding progress in this area, though 
some were against for religious reasons. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

00:25:36 Building support for bills through 
persuasion

Roberts describes a bill to allow minors to become emancipated through a court procedure, 
which she supported. There was a lot of legislation at the time dealing wtih personal 
relationships. In advocating for bills, Roberts describes how she built support for them and the 
techniques she used to persuade legislators to vote in favor of them. She describes how she 
dealt with legislators who were opposed to the bill.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Voting
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00:00:13 Longstanding school support 
issues in the legislature

Roberts discusses the six-person coaltion against Speaker Philip D. Lang in the house. She was 
not involved in it but remembers it as an obstructionist group that made it hard to get things 
done. Senate President Jason D. Boe's proposed bill about school funding was defeated by 
voters. Roberts describes the issues around school district funding that the bill was designed to 
address, and the history of the problem going back to the early 1900s. Every session of the 
legislature that she can remember has been concerned with supporting schools, but the issue 
still has not been solved.

Education - 
Legislation

Oregon 
legislature - 
Coalitions

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

00:05:27 Tax and worker's compensation 
bills

Roberts explains that tax measures did not have to go through Ways and Means; only spending 
bills did. She generally took a caucus position on tax bills; those tended to be partisan. She briefly 
discusses worker's compensation bills though she did not work on them. They were introduced 
every session and always ended up being a compromise. She dealt more with this topic when 
she was on the court. 

Law and 
legislation

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Taxes

00:09:01 Regulating special interests: the 
dentures bill

Roberts voted against a bill allowing makers of false teeth to sell directly to the public, the 
"Dentures bill." She committed to vote against it early on, before really analyzing it, which was 
very rare for her. A ballot measure on the same issue was later passed by voters. She discusses 
special interests and the importance of making sure they are regulated and that consumers are 
protected. The dentists were against the bill because they had an economic interest. She 
regretted her early promise to vote against it but she had to keep her word.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Interest 
groups

00:12:11 The medical profession's interest 
in certain bills

Roberts discusses a property tax bill, as well as a right to die bill. There was a lot of opposition to 
it out of a concern of where it would lead. There were also bills to legalize certain drugs for 
cancer. In most of those situations, the medical profession would either weigh in and discourage 
the legislation, or if a doctor was selling it, to advocate for the drug. It was hard to discern when 
the medical professionals were protecting themselves versus putting healing first. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Interest 
groups

00:15:11 Bills on grocery store unit prices, 
alcohol treatment, and land use

Roberts discusses a bill requiring major grocery stores to post unit prices approved and signed by 
Governor Straub. Consumer groups were promoting this sort of bill, similar to requiring labeling 
rules in the present day. She also discusses a bill for funding alcohol treatment programs by 
taxing alcohol and a controversial land use bill. Roberts shares that legislators tend to most 
clearly remember bill they worked on in their committees because they spend a lot of time on the 
issues. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Interest 
groups

Laws & 
legislation
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00:18:40 Bingo games at churches, 
mandatory minimum prison terms, 
and a 35% pay raise for legislators 
in 1977

Roberts discusses a bill that was approved to allow churches and charitable organizations to host 
bingo games. It was controversial because it involved gambling and some people had moral 
concerns. She shares her thoughts about lawmakers also voted themselves a 35% pay raise in 
the 1977 session. The job of legislator in Oregon was not full-time but with interim committees 
and yearly sessions, it was hard to hold down another job. She also discusses a bill about 
mandatory minimum prison terms. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Laws & 
legislation

00:22:08 Bills limiting fundraisers and 
lobbyists' funding of ballot 
measure campaigns

There was a measure to prohibit legislators from holding fundraisers during a legislative session, 
as well as a bill to prohibit lobbyists from funding ballot measure campaigns.  Roberts shares her 
position on funding ballot measures and working with lobbyists to do so. She explains and 
comments on a sunset law for state agencies. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Fundraising

00:25:23 Five minor bills and one serious 
one

There was a bill to allow a domesticated coyote to return to his family, as well as a bill that failed 
to protect Sasquatch from hunters. Roberts comments that they were good candidates for the 
Golden Turkey award, in the case of the coyote bill, it was a serious bill created for a legislator's 
constituent. There were bills to determine the state dance, state insect, and repealing a bill 
mandating sheet length in hotels. Roberts discusses a criminal compensation bill which was 
pased in 1977. She introduced the original bill in the 1965 session so got a lot of credit when it 
passed, though others had taken it up over time as well. This illustrates how long it can take for 
an idea to germinate and be accepted.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Crime  Laws & 
legislation

00:27:47 Criminal compensation bill Roberts describes the criminal compensation bill, which was meant to allow someone who had 
been injured by a criminal act to have some compensation from the state, because the state's 
primary duty is protection of citizens. As the bill came out, there were some limitations on who 
could claim and how to do it. She does not know if it is still being administered or it has been 
used over the years. It was originally suggested to her by a constituent in 1965. Similar laws were 
in place in England and New York.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Crime  Laws & 
legislation
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00:00:05 Interviewer calls this tape 18, side 1  but it is tape 19, side 2

00:00:19 Legislators' move to new offices 
constructed at the state capitol 
and ability to hire an aide

In the 1977 session, legislators moved into the large new wings that had been constructed at the 
Capitol. They all had an office, which changed how lobbyists worked with legislators because they 
couldn't stop by their desks on the floor as they used to do; they had to go through a receptionist 
now. Another change was that each legislator was able to hire one legislative aide. Prior to that, 
Roberts had only had a secretary, but her aide could do research for her or sit in on committee 
hearings when she could not. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon legislature - 
Professionalization

Oregon 
legislature - 
Staff

00:03:36 Roberts' legislative staff in 1977 Roberts reflects on her first legislative aide. Legislators were used to doing things for themselves, 
though some legislators already had substantive staff members if they chaired a committee. Her 
secretary in 1977 was Edie Schmidt, wife of Ron Schmidt who had worked for Thomas L. McCall. 
Edie Schmidt later worked for Governor Atiyeh. She calls the separation of legislators from 
lobbyists and citizens a "legitimate criticism" of the new way of working, but also just 
modernization and recognition of more difficult and complex issues requiring more expert input.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon legislature - 
Professionalization

Oregon 
legislature - 
Staff

00:07:57 Roberts' work on legislation for 
older adults

Roberts served on the Aging and Minority Affairs Committee which worked on a bill that required 
mass transit to provide a way for older and disabled people to get on and off transit. They also 
worked on perfecting and acquiring additional funding for a variety of services for older adults. 
She describes some of the challenges of working on nursing facilities. Roberts explains how 
committees are created - for example, the aging committee began as an interim committee. She 
describes the development of the committee from that point. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon legislature - 
Committees

00:12:20 Subcommittees and their 
relationship to the main committee

Roberts discusses Subcommittee One of the Ways and Means Committee, which dealt with 
general services, the library, parks, and a lot of different agencies with relatively small budgets. 
They also dealt with the courts and requests for judges in different parts of the state. She 
discusses the relationship between subcommittees and the main committee, including the 
influence of the Speaker of the House and Senate President, as well as the divided make-up of 
subcommittees between House and Senate members and the selection of the chair and vice 
chair.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon legislature - 
Committees

Oregon 
legislature - 
Leadership
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00:16:38 Working on court budgets and 
becoming acquainted with the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court and Chief Judge of the 
Court of Appeals

Roberts found Subcommittee One interesting to work on because they dealt with such a wide 
variety of agencies. The court budget was interesting to her in part because the Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court and the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals did the lobbying for court 
budgets. This allowed her to get acquainted with them. She also noted that the Judiciary 
Committee had requested that two more judges be appointed to the Court of Appeals. She shares 
the brief history of that court and the types of cases handled there. Roberts explains some 
concerns about unequal treatment of cases and the workload at the Court of Appeals, where 
there were six judges in 1977.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

00:20:45 Adding four additional judges to 
the Court of Appeals

Roberts explains the issues addressed by the proposal to add two more judges to the Court of 
Appeals due to the increased workload, and the transfer of some of the Supreme Court's 
jurisdiction to the Court of Appeals. There was a plan to ask for two more additional judges and 
transfer more jurisdiction in a future session. The Senate Judiciary committee questioned the plan 
to ask for two more judges in the future rather than request four all at once. Roberts, as a senior 
member of Ways and Means, convinced the court to ask for four.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

00:24:44 Roberts' first thoughts on 
becoming a judge on the Court of 
Appeals

When the request for four judges was referred to the Ways and Means committee, Roberts and 
her colleagues were prepared to fund it. She describes the power of the Ways and Means 
committee. Roberts had not thought of being one of the four new judges when the bill passed, 
though she thought about it later in the session as she was considering next steps in her career.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon legislature - 
Committees

Careers - 
Judicial

00:27:04 Attempt to rescind Oregon's 
ratification of the Equal Rights 
Amendment

Roberts discusses the fact that bills cannot be withdrawn once submitted, but they can be 
disowned. As an example, there was a bill submitted that would rescind Oregon's ratification of 
the Equal Rights Amendment which had been passed in 1973. The required number of states had 
not ratified it and other states had attempted to rescind but there was a debate about whether 
that could be done. The bill was sent to the House Environment Committee which did not fit 
substantively but was majority women. There was a motion to delete the word "rescind" and 
replace it with "reaffirm." This angered the author of the bill who wanted his name removed from 
it.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Equal Rights 
Amendment

Women's 
issues
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00:00:04 Interviewer calls this tape 19, side 1  but it is tape 20, side 1

00:00:16 Summing up the 1977 legislative 
session and work on the 
Emergency Board

Roberts characterizes the 1977 session as successful. She served on both Ways and Means and 
Judiciary and was appointed on the last day of the session to be on the Emergency Board, the 
first time she had served on that interim board which she calls a "mini legislature in session" 
because they made fiscal decisions. She notes that this was an efficient way to continue operating 
without the full legislature, which did not meet every year, though there were complaints about 
some of the decisions. She also discusses the coalition of six House members that attempted to 
take power from the Speaker in appointing committees and change the way the legislature did 
business. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

Oregon 
legislature - 
Coalitions

00:03:45 Impact of the coalition in the 
Oregon House in 1977

Roberts comments on the effort to shift power to other people and the repercussions of that. The 
objective was to share power but it actually moved into the hands of the coalition of six. She notes 
that many people in the House were frustrated in the 1977 session and reflects that it was a 
turning point, creating less cooperation between individuals and less bipartisanship. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Coalitions

00:06:50 Differences between urban and 
rural legislators and the 
challenges of working together

Roberts comments on later legislation to change some corrections policies for inmates and the 
thinking behind it. She also comments on the revision of the state timber tax system that 
encouraged the planting of trees. She discusses the divide in the legislature between the 
Willamette Valley with eastern and southern Oregon due to different lifestyles, values, and types 
of issues. Roberts believes the urban legislators tried to consider eastern Oregon in their positions 
but the differences made for conflicts and divisions within the parties as well. 

Oregon 
legislature 

Rural-urban 
divide

Laws and 
legislation

00:09:58 Importance of legislators 
representing the needs of their 
communities

Roberts comments on two Democrats in the Klamath Falls area, Harry D. Boivin, a "real 
conservative" and Fred W. Heard, who was more moderate, and the importance of representing 
the needs of the community, which were primarily economic in eastern Oregon. Then a moderate 
could take more liberal positions on other issues such as civil rights or the arts. She discusses 
occasional alliances of rural and urban legislators, for example on basic school support.

Democrats Rural-urban 
divide

Oregon 
legislature - 
Constituents

00:12:42 Women's leadership in the 
legislature

Roberts lists several legislators with whom she worked closely. She generally respected other 
senators' positions; they had friendly relationships and could discuss differing positions on a bill to 
try to influence each other. Roberts describes the state of the women's caucus in 1977. She 
comments that women chaired the House and Senate Tax Committees in the recent 1993 session 
and that that would have been very strange when she was in the legislature. In 1977, women 
pursued involvement in a variety issues and moved into leadership roles as Vera Katz did to 
become Speaker of the House.

Women in 
politics

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

Oregon 
legislature - 
Leadership
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00:15:52 The "natural process" of shifting 
from ally to adversary and back to 
ally in the legislature

Roberts describes the natural process of shifting from ally to adversary in the legislature, and the 
importance of staying friends and being respectful because their vote might be needed next time. 
"It's a normal relationship, you let something go and start again." She comments that although 
some eloquent speeches were made on the floor, most legislators had already decided on their 
vote. A vote might change if a good argument was made and someone was on the fence. She 
notes that Ted Hallock was talented and colorful speaker on the floor. Most votes were lined up 
behind the scenes prior to the floor vote.

Hallock, Ted Oregon 
legislature - 
Voting

Oregon 
legislature - 
Relationships

00:19:41 Vote trading Roberts comments about vote trading. Conversations about bills could sometimes lead to a quid 
pro quo but without promises of votes. It was more about understanding how the other person 
operates and what can be said to convince them to vote for your bill. There was no "You vote for 
my bill, I'll vote for yours." There is no way to know about every issue so they have to take some 
information on faith, based on others' analysis. Staff, lobbyists, substantive committe members, or 
legislative counsel serve as ways to check the information. A vote may end up looking like a trade 
and it may or may not have been one. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
relationships

Oregon 
legislature - 
Voting

00:23:01 Typical practices among 
legislators

Roberts explains typical voting practices and understandings among legislators. She worked with 
people on their legislation in order to have them be favorable toward her legislation, but it was not 
done in the spirit of a trade. The Dentures bill is an example where Roberts said she would vote 
against it, then later wished she hadn't, but did not break her word. She discusses her strategic 
vote for sales tax in 1969 and how the sales tax bill had been a sticking point in the legislature for 
years. She did not regret that vote.

Oregon 
legislature - 
Voting

Oregon 
legislature - 
Relationships

00:26:55 The work of a committee chair in 
the legislature

Roberts believes she was a good committee chair because she is efficient and likes to keep things 
moving. She describes the work of a committee chair and that their power is to kill legislation they 
don't feel is appropriate, including not scheduling a hearing for a bill, and to pass what they 
believe is good.  Roberts discusses the Oregon legislature regularly sending memorials to the U.S. 
Congress as a method of communicating about federal issues. She explains how legislators 
communicate with their constutients during session.

Oregon 
legislature - 
Leadership

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

Oregon 
legislature - 
Constituents
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00:00:16 Working with, and for, constituents Roberts describes her communication with constituents. She notes that many people do not 
know how to contact or influence a legislator. She proposed bills suggested by constituents such 
as the criminal compensation bill and she would sometimes introduce legislation "at the request 
of" a constiuent's name. She describes how she helped constituents to get involved in the 
process. She discusses introducing a bill for a constitutent who wanted the helmet law repealed 
and shares her thoughts on the law in addition to other regulated activities such as drinking and 
playing the lottery.

Oregon 
legislature - 
Constituents

00:04:40 The right to privacy and the 
constitutions of Oregon and the 
United States

Roberts discusses the right to privacy, which is not in the constitution, though the Supreme Court 
has determined that some aspects of the constitution establish a right to privacy. The Oregon 
constitution has many of the same provisions but the Oregon Supreme Court has never 
concluded a right to privacy. She describes her relationship with the press and why it is important 
for House and Senate majority and minority leaders in particular. She lists many journalists that 
she liked in the Capitol press corps. There were more women reporters toward the end of her 
legislative career.

Media coverage Oregon 
legislature

Constitutional 
law

00:08:53 Roberts' disappointment in not 
securing funding for early 
childhood education in the 
legislature

Roberts discusses her disappointments over her years serving in the legislature, including not 
getting funding for kindergardens as well as not getting better recognition for early childhood 
eduacation. She discusses the frustration of working on Ways and Means and trying to pay for 
programs, with basic school support always being funded last. She took the frustrations in stride 
and kept working. In 1977, Roberts' law practice had become well established and she describes 
bringing some of her files with her to the legislature as well as working Saturdays in the law office 
to keep up with the work.  

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

Careers - Legal

00:11:25 Considering next career step after 
serving in the legislature and offer 
from Court of Appeals

In 1977, Roberts started thinking about whether she wanted to continue in the legislature; the 
issues were becoming repetetive. In addition, the process was becoming more partisan with less 
respectful behavior between colleagues. Being in the legislature helped her law practice due to 
name familiarity but it was also a challenge because it made her less available to her clients. 
Roberts was appointed to the Emergency Board at the end of the 1977 session but was soon 
offered the job on the Court of Appeals. She describes some of the issues that come to the 
Emergency Board.

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s

collegiality Careers - Legal
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00:16:05 Funding for the Emergency Board Roberts explains how the legislature decides the level of funding to set aside for the work of the 
Emergency Board. In some part it is based on expectations of revenue though it is difficult to 
forecast the economy. She enumerates things that might affect it and describes determining 
trade-offs between programs as well as holding onto funds for unexpected events such as a bad 
forest fire season. The Ways and Means committee ultimately makes the decisions. She 
comments on the gas tax, which she voted for, but was defeated. It was an attempt to change the 
use of the gas tax funds from highways to property tax relief. 

Oregon 
legislature - 
Committees

Taxes

00:20:55 Relationship with Robert W. Straub 
and members of Oregon's federal 
delegation

Roberts comments on her relationship with Robert W. Straub when he was governor. She lists 
people that she knew in his office, such as Administrative Assistant Leonard Bergstein. She 
discusses some of the people in Oregon's federal delegation but was not close to them, for 
example Edith Starrett Green, with whom she shared an interest in education but was did not 
know well. She discusses Robert F. Smith, with whom she worked in the legislature. They were 
good friends despite political differences. 

Straub, Robert 
W.

Smith, Robert F.

00:24:05 Brief anecdotes about Glenn L. 
Jackson and Neil E. Goldschmidt

Roberts explains that it is not necessarily common for state legislators to maintain bonds with 
members of the federal delegation unless the relationship previously existed. She describes 
Glenn L. Jackson and talks about what transpired when she called him while she was running for 
governor in 1974 to ask for his support. Roberts discusses being approached to analyze Neil E. 
Goldschmidt as a potential head of the federal Department of Transportation when she was chair 
of the 1976 James E. Carter campaign in Oregon. She wrote a memo in support of him for that 
position and they maintained a friendship.

Jackson, Glenn 
L.

Goldschmidt, 
Neil E.

Campaigns - 
1974 - Governor

00:27:06 Roberts' decision to move on from 
the legislature and apply for a 
position on the Court of Appeals

Roberts worked on the 1976 Carter campaign but did not work on his reelection because she was 
a judge by then. She continued to have contact with members of his campaign while she was on 
the court. She notes that she may have not recalled some of her history in the legislature 
accurately, or at all. Her thinking about moving on from the legislature was in part due to of a 
concern that her efforts there were repetitious and a desire to move on and build her law 
practice. She wanted to do some new things and was glad to put her name in for the Court of 
Appeals.

Careers - 
Judicial

Careers - Legal Campaigns - 
1976 - President
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00:00:03 Interviewer calls this tape 20, side 1  but it is tape 21, side 1

00:00:25 Appointment to the Court of 
Appeals, part 1

Roberts became interested in the Court of Appeals when it was suggested a woman be 
appointed to one of the four new judge positions. There had never been a woman on the Court 
of Appeals or the Supreme Court. She explains how judges in Oregon are appointed and then 
must be elected the following year. Roberts was concerned that a woman be both qualified to 
serve on the court and also able to campaign for election. She knew she was qualified in both 
ways and was prepared to learn what she didn't know. She submitted her name to Governor 
Straub.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Women in 
politics

00:03:33 Appointment to the Court of 
Appeals, part 2

Robert W. Straub appointed Roberts and three men to fill the four appellate court positions. 
Straub called her with the news and asked if she would rather be a trial judge. Roberts explains 
why she did not want to do that and made the case to be an appellate judge. She notes that Jena 
V. Schlegel, who had helped her with her bar exam review, was also considered for an 
appointment and recognized as an outstanding judge. However she was ill with cancer. Roberts 
discussed the opportunity with Schlegel before accepting it.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Schlegel, Jena 
V.

Careers - 
Judicial

00:07:43 Appointment to the Court of 
Appeals, part 3

Roberts spoke about her selection for the court with Leonard Bergstein in the Governor's office 
and he assured her that she was always on the list because Straub knew he wanted to appoint a 
woman. She noted that a political factor in her appointment could have been that she ran against 
Straub for governor in 1974 and he was up for reeelction in 1978; she wondered if the 
appointment was to make sure she wouldn't run against him again. Hoever Straub was not 
vulnerable and she was not planning to run against him. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Straub, Robert 
W.

00:10:49 Setting aside law practice to 
become a judge

Becoming a judge meant that Roberts would not practice law with Skelton, who would take full 
responsibility for their law office as she commuted every day to Salem. Since Skelton took cases 
to the Court of Appeals they had to work out any conflict of interest. Roberts notes that the 
media's reaction to her appointment was positive. She explains the reasons why Herbert M. 
Schwab, Chief Justice of the Court of Appeals, was not enthusiastic about her selection and her 
thoughts in response to that.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Careers - 
Judicial

Schwab, 
Herbert M.

00:14:44 Chief Justice Herbert M. Schwab's 
reaction to Roberts' appointment 
to the Court of Appeals

Roberts notes that for the most part, Schwab had previously been able to get people appointed 
that he had chosen to work with. The people who he had not approved had a hard time at the 
court. Roberts believed her gender was unsettling for Schwab, but though he was more 
conservative than she, they did not have great differences in political philosophy. It took two to 
three years to build a good working relationship. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Careers - 
Sexism

Schwab, 
Herbert M.
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00:16:48 Roberts' position as junior judge 
on the Court of Appeals

Roberts describes the process by which the four new judges' positions on the court were 
determined, making her position ten, the junior judge. This junior position might have impacted 
Schwab's attitude toward her as well as the fact that she was a woman and he had not previously 
had to work with a woman in that context. She mentions Schwab's sister, a lawyer, with whom he 
had a good relationship. Roberts did not think he knew much about her personal background. 
She comments on sexist beliefs in the workplace.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Careers - 
Sexism

Schwab, 
Herbert M.

00:19:37 Lawsuits between judges on the 
Court of Appeals

Roberts knew that no one could beat her in the 1978 election, and no one filed against her. 
Whether or not Schwab wanted her on the court, she planned to be there "for the duration." Of 
the six judges already on the court, two pairs of them had lawsuits against each other. The first 
pair were Lee Johnson and Robert Y. Thornton. She describes the origins of their lawsuit and 
then explains the lawsuit of the second pair of judges, Jacob B. Tanzer and Jason D. Lee. Roberts 
explains why Schwab did not think highly of Lee but liked working with Tanzer, who he saw as 
very talented. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Tanzer, Jacob 
B.

Thornton, 
Robert Y.

00:23:11 Schwab's role as chief judge of 
the Oregon Court of Appeals

Roberts describes Schwab's view of his role as chief judge as solely responsible for the way the 
court functioned. He felt he had to make the judges produce work and opinions. He was 
appointed chief judge when the Oregon Court of Appeals was created in 1969 and felt 
responsible for making it a good court. Roberts notes that he  was successful in giving the court a 
lot of credibility and respect though many lawyers disliked him because he could be cruel. She 
discusses how Schwab might have felt coming before the judiciary committee, his rapport with 
some of the legislators, and his political abilities.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Schwab, 
Herbert M.

00:27:03 Conflicts and tension on the 
Oregon Court of Appeals

Roberts describes Schwab's feeling toward the Supreme Court. She notes that Schwab knew of 
the conflicts between the other judges and was also dealing with a relatively new judge, William 
L. Richardson. She describes a conversation she had with Richardson in later years regarding 
how he felt about the new judges joining the court and that he had never felt accepted by 
Schwab due to his past judiciary experiences.  There was not a lot of collegiality among the six 
judges on the court before the new judges arrived. She believes that taking on four new judges 
probably put a lot of strain on Schwab. There was a lot of tension.

Schwab, 
Herbert M.

Richardson, 
William L.

Collegiality
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00:00:02 Interviewer calls this tape 20, side 2  but it is tape 21, side 2

00:00:07 Negative atmosphere at the Court 
of Appeals, part 1

Roberts describes the atmosphere at the Court of Appeals. They were a collegial court in the 
sense that all of the judges had to decide on opinions. However there was a lack of respect 
among the six judges that were already there and that attitude permeated the entire work culture 
including the staff. This was very different from Roberts' experience in the legislature. Roberts' 
first clerk, Rich Patton, was selected for her by Herbert M. Schwab and she worked well with him 
though he was impacted by the negative work culture and left his position a few months early. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Collegiality

00:05:50 Negative atmosphere at the Court 
of Appeals, part 2

Roberts' staff knew the attitude of Schwab and some of the other judges toward her and were 
protective. Roberts and her staff would occasionally talk about how they responded to questions 
such as "What's it like working for a woman?" They had trusting relationships and confided in 
each other. She notes that Schwab and any of the judges could walk into each others' chambers 
to talk about a case; it was a part of being collegial. The four new judges areed that it was not a 
pleasant place to work. Roberts discusses her relationships with the other new judges, saying she 
was closest to W. Michael Gillette.

Careers - 
Sexism

Collegiality Oregon Court 
of Appeals

00:09:01 Roberts' relationship with W. 
Michael Gillette and the 1969 
abortion case they both argued

Roberts had known Gillette for several years. Gillette was in the Attorney General's office and had 
been assigned the case to defend the 1969 statute on abortion, which she was challenging. 
Roberts discusses why he knew she would probably win the case and the changing abortion laws 
around the country at the time. Roberts discusses her impression of the judges deciding the 
abortion case and explains why it took them so long to receive an opinon due to waiting for the 
Roe vs. Wade opinion from the Supreme Court. She sums up how she developed a "good 
working relationship" with Gillette through working on that case.

Gillette, W. 
Michael

Abortion

00:13:58 Negative atmosphere at the Court 
of Appeals, part 3

Roberts describes the lack of interaction among the staff at the court and how she and Gillette 
would discuss changing the work culture, though it was quite ingrained. Roberts comments on 
writing opinions and the perspective she had coming from the legislature, expecting lobbyists to 
show up and give her arguments for one side or the other. In the court there were no lobbyists 
but she had a law clerk or other judges, though it was difficult for her to talk with most of the 
other judges due to the bad atmosphere. It was easist for her to talk with Gillette or the other 
judges that had started with them.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Careers - 
Judicial

Gillette, W. 
Michael
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00:16:52 Roberts' experience of sexism on 
the Court of Appeals, part 1

Roberts describes the collegiality between her and Gillette's staff members due to her relaxed 
relationship with Gillette. By the time she left the court it had become "a pretty fun place to be." 
She discusses a rape case about which she wrote a dissent. Patton worked on it with her and 
later told her that Schwab made a "women's lib" comment to him about it. Roberts notes that such 
comments were both disrespectful and chilling. She describes another incident shared by Judge 
Thornton's clerk, with Thornton wondering how Roberts felt sharing a bathroom with the 
secretaries. She speculates about why he may have said that. 

Gillette, W. 
Michael

Oregon Court 
of Appeals

Careers - 
Sexism

00:22:07 Roberts' experience of sexism on 
the Court of Appeals, part 2

Roberts tells a story about herself, Schwab and Jacob B. Tanzer illustrating Schwab's expectation 
to discuss cases anywhere, including the men's restroom, where she could not enter. Some time 
later, Schwab was able to joke about going in the men's restroom to get away from Roberts, 
which she took as an indication of growth on his part. She discusses the reasons for Thornton's 
restroom comment again. Ultimately she thinks that the men on the court did not have an idea of 
what women judges should be like, how they felt, or how they related to other people on the 
court.

Schwab, 
Herbert M.

Oregon Court 
of Appeals

Careers - 
Sexism

00:25:48 Roberts' experience of sexism on 
the Court of Appeals, part 3

Roberts believes they made some inroads on how people were being treated, and that it may 
have given the men a different perspective on other places women had been excluded, such as 
the Arlington Club and the University Club. She notes a reluctance to share privileges and 
opportunities and that she often felt, when she approached another judge to discuss a case, that 
he was uncomfortable talking with her, particularly if it was a case about rape or child abuse. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Careers - 
Sexism

00:28:04 Roberts' experience of sexism on 
the Court of Appeals, part 4

Roberts discusses how Schwab ultimately changed after three judges, one of whom was Gillette, 
approached him and told him to "knock it off" in his treatment of Roberts, noting that she was 
performing well as a judge and should be included. She describes being called upon last when in 
conference with the other judgest to discuss the opinons, due to the order of seniority. She would 
sometimes be skipped over by Schwab if an opinion had been decided by a majority of votes. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Schwab, 
Herbert M.

Careers - 
Sexism
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00:00:21 Roberts' experience of sexism on 
the Court of Appeals, part 5

Roberts continues her description of not being called on by Schwab when in conference, and the 
feeling it gave her that her ideas about opinions they discussed were not valued. She discusses 
how this is similar to the experiences of women and Black people of not being included in 
conversations, and how this lack of recognition of their contribution is harmful to them. Gillette 
suggested she confront Schwab when he did not call on her, but it was not her style and shares 
her reasoning for not confronting him. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Careers - 
Sexism

Schwab, 
Herbert M.

00:04:09 Media coverage of the Court of 
Appeals on Roberts' productivity 

Roberts discusses three articles about the Court of Appeals in the Oregonian published in the 
spring of 1979. Jason D. Lee and Roberts were identified as the least productive judges in the 
second article. When it was published, Schwab told her that he did not talk to the press and that 
their productivity statistics were internal. Roberts was "crushed" by the article because her 
productivity had increased to the middle of the pack. The third article was published the next day 
with a very critical headline about Schwab. He accused her clerk of talking to the press. She said 
her clerk did not do it.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Media 
coverage

Schwab, 
Herbert M.

00:08:00 Improving atmosphere on the 
Court of Appeals, part 1

Later, Roberts ran into the state public defender, Gary Babcock, who told her he had said the 
critical things about Schwab to the press. He wanted the reporter to use his name and explained 
why he had done it. She discusses how this and other factors became a turning point for 
Schwab's behavior. Personnel changes improved the collegiality of the court, including the 
appointment of J. R. "Doc" Campbell, who served on a panel with Roberts and Gillette. She 
describes working with Campbell.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Media 
coverage

Campbell, J. R.

00:11:47 A woman's voice coming from the 
bench

John C. Warden replaced Jacob B. Tanzer on the court after Tanzer moved to the Supreme 
Court. When he was relatively new to the court, he spoke with Roberts about how she was being 
treated and described what he had seen. She told him that it was much better than it used to be. 
He offered to help however he could. Roberts describes how strange it was to hear a woman's 
voice coming from the bench and how the other judges and (mostly male) lawyers reacted. She 
thought the reaction would eventually fade, but she does not think it did very much, especially 
with older lawyers.

Warden, John 
C.

Careers - 
Sexism

Oregon Court 
of Appeals
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00:15:33 Robert's experience of sexism 
while hearing an argument for the 
Court of Appeals

Roberts discusses an incident when she and Schwab were on a panel hearing the argument of an 
older lawyer who addressed them as "gentlemen." She describes an exchange of notes between 
herself and Schwab about it. Schwab did not correct the lawyer and she thought that if she said 
something, she would be perceived as sensitive. She discusses wearing bright colors on the 
court and how she grew tired of the constant struggle. Roberts explains her perspective on 
Eleanor Roosevelt's quote, "No one can make you feel inferior unless you let them."

Careers - 
Sexism

Schwab, 
Herbert M.

Oregon Court 
of Appeals

00:18:56 The extra mental and emotional 
resources needed as the first 
woman on the Court of Appeals

Roberts says she realized the court would change over time with new appointments and 
retirements and decided she could wait it out. She explains why she never considered leaving, 
including, in part, as the first woman on that court, to inspire other women. She describes how it 
took mental and emotional resources for her to deal with it that she should not have had to use. 
She discusses how she was able to talk about some of the issues with her law clerk, Marjorie 
Speirs, and some aspects of working with her as one of the first female law clerks at the Court of 
Appeals.

Careers - 
sexism

role models Oregon Court 
of Appeals

00:23:20 Improving atmosphere on the 
Court of Appeals, part 2

Roberts describes her next law clerk after Speirs, [Cathy Bogin ?], who began to build friendships 
with the secretaries. More women law clerks were being hired at the court and they developed 
friendships with each other. Roberts notes that the court became much more integrated as a 
result. She describes how she kept analyzing how the court was run by Schwab and that it was 
unproductive due to the stressful environment. She shares a story about a secretary who 
believed women should not be judges or law clerks. 

Careers - 
Sexism

Oregon Court 
of Appeals

Schwab, 
Herbert M.

00:28:02 Lack of underrepresented 
minorities on the courts

Roberts notes that there have been no minority members of the Court of Appeals or the Supreme 
Court, including judges and law clerks, while she was there, though there were a few Black 
lawyers who worked for the Attorney General's and public defender's offices. She describes her 
professional affiliations including the Oregon State Bar and Mulnomah Bar Association, though 
she was not active in either organization due to lack of time. She discusses her specializations as 
a lawyer and the direction she was going in her practice, including personal injury and 
administrative agency work.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Careers - 
Judicial

Careers - 
Legal
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00:00:13 Impact of Roberts' personal history 
on her work as a judge

Roberts discusses the impact of her personal experiences on her work as a judge. The emphasis 
her mother had put on education and her attitude toward civil rights as well as her father's 
positive support helpled her to be a self-confident person. Roberts credtis her life experiences for 
her determination to stay on the court despite the difficulties she experienced there. Her past 
experiences also influenced her perspectives on issues as a judge, becasue they gave her a feel 
for the litigants. She illustrates this with an example of a worker's compensation case.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Family life Careers - 
Judicial

00:04:38 Roberts' unique perspective as a 
woman on the Court of Appeals, 
part 1

Roberts notes that, as a woman, certain kinds of cases would affect her. This included parental 
termination, child abuse, rape, and certain domestic relations cases. In those cases, she would 
analyze whether she was being rational. She shares the story of a case in which Judge Lee 
Johnson used the term "maiden name" in an opinion and became angry when she suggested he 
change it. Schwab, who was Jewish, asked if it was akin to using the term "Christian name" and 
Roberts could see that he understood her point.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Schwab, 
Herbert M.

Women's 
issues

00:07:30 Lack of understanding about rape 
on the Court of Appeals

Roberts shares the story of a rape case. One of the judges read the transcript of the case and 
learned that the victim had been wearing a tampon at the time of the rape. He wondered aloud if 
a woman could be raped if she was wearing a tampon. Roberts was shocked by the question and 
the male judges in the room did not react. She was appalled that the judge was dealing with rape 
cases but did not undertand the crime. She chose not to say anything in that context and notes 
he chose to ask the question in a full court conference with all ten judges rather than ask her or 
someone else in private.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Sexual assault Careers - 
Sexism

00:11:00 Roberts' unique perspective as a 
woman on the Court of Appeals, 
part 2

Roberts notes that every judge's personal experiences have an effect on their work. Although she 
was intellecutally interested in all of the cases that came to the court that did not draw on her 
personal experiences, many cases did benefit from her perspective as a woman. She describes 
an example of an opinon she wrote on a domestic relations case regarding including the man's 
retirement pension as marital property in which she drew upon her understanding of womens' 
contributions to a marriage. Schwab joined her on that opinion.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Domestic 
relations 

Careers - 
Judicial
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00:14:22 Handling Keith Skelton's cases on 
the Court of Appeals

Roberts missed working with Keith D. Skelton in their private law practice. She notes that her 
being on the Court of Appeals was a bit difficult for him. She would not ever sit on any of his 
cases. One of his cases came to full court conference and Schwab suggested she wait in the 
hallway. Later, when it was evident Skelton's case had lost, Schawb asked her not to tell Skelton 
about it. This bothered Roberts because she did not discuss any cases with Skelton, especially 
not his own, and it questioned her professional integrity. However she was never asked to leave 
again.

Skelton, Keith 
D.

Oregon Court 
of Appeals

Careers - 
Judicial

00:17:34 Roberts' view on the role of the 
Court of Appeals

Roberts discusses her view of the role of the Court of Appeals, which is as a "deciding court" that 
does not make law but decides cases based on the existing law. She describes the differences 
between working on the Court of Appeals, which she found easier, and working on the Supreme 
Court. She notes the workload of the Court of Appeals accounted for Schwab's pressure to get 
the opinions written because new cases would be brought to them each month.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Careers - 
Judicial

00:22:29 Workload on the Court of Appeals 
part 1

Roberts explains that every case brought to the Court of Appeals must be disposed of in some 
way, in contrast to the Supreme Court, where they get to decide which cases to handle. Many 
Court of Appeals cases are "affirned without an opinion" which lawyers do not like because they 
want reasoning and guidance. She discusses why giving reasoning is not always possible or 
worth the time. Court of Appeals judges "look with envy upon the Supreme Court" because they 
can decline cases and they therefore see it as an easier job. Roberts explains why that is not so.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Careers - 
Judicial

00:25:28 Reasoning and decision making at 
Oregon's Court of Appeals and 
Supreme Court

Roberts discusses why she was fascinated with the interaction of the Court of Appeals and 
Supreme Court's reasoning and decision making. She discusses her income level as a judge 
versus as a lawyer. Judge's salaries did not increase rapidly because they had to be approved by 
the legislature.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Careers - 
Judicial

00:28:55 Lobbying for the Court of Appeals Roberts felt that she could have done some lobbying for the court but "that was pretty jealously 
guarded" by the Chief Justice. Other judges did not lobby about salary either, though she notes 
that W. Michael Gillette lobbied on substantive issues due to his expertise and experience in the 
Attorney General's office as well as his faculty position at Willamette University. Roberts did not 
associate much with other attorneys while on the Court of Appeals, outside of Bar conventions.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Gillette, W. 
Michael
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00:00:16 Roberts' work habits as a judge Roberts describes the way the Court of Appeals functioned in the management of a very large 
volume of cases. A panel of three judges sat for hearings once a month for a three-day period, 
with the Chief Judge sitting only when necessary. She describes how the cases were assigned to 
each panel by the Chief Judge and how the panels operated, including preparing each day's 
arguments. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

00:05:24 Workload on the Court of Appeals, 
part 2

Roberts discusses the 30-minute time limit for lawyers to argue each side. The panels were 
assigned more cases than could be argued each day. She cites an example of being assigned 
over 100 criminal law cases in a day. It was easier and more efficient for the judges to hear cases 
grouped into one area of law. She describes the perspective of a collegial court that every judge 
should be able to work on every case and discusses the importance of versatility mixed with 
expertise among the judges on the court.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Collegiality Careers - 
Judicial

00:09:58 Working with W. Michael Gillette 
and J. R. Campbell, part 1

Roberts notes that once the judges were settled into their permanent panels, they worked well 
together. She describes the make-up of the panels. Her panel included W. Michael Gillette and J. 
R. Campbell; they joked about it being the Eastern Oregon panel because they all had a 
connection to that region. She describes the similarities between herself and her panel members 
and how they worked together on cases. She mentions some of the types of complex cases they 
handled.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Gillette, W. 
Michael

Campbell, J. R.

00:13:37 Working with W. Michael Gillette 
and J. R. Campbell, part 2

Roberts describes how her panel would communicate with lawyers in the court. She thought 
Gillette as presiding judge was great at managing the courtroom discourse and why it was 
important to keep things moving. She describes how cases were selected to be argued by the 
public defender and attorney general's office vs. submitting briefs without argument in the 
interest of time management. Roberts discusses how some panels did not use the same time 
management techniques and they would not have been a good a fit for her. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Gillette, W. 
Michael

00:16:20 Working with W. Michael Gillette 
and J. R. Campbell, part 3

Roberts describes the panel's process after the oral arguments. They went back into conference 
to discuss the cases in more detail, going through a pile of cases and stating where they stood on 
each one. She describes argument days as "interesting" and looked forward to them. After 
conference, the presiding judge would assign the cases to each person to write opinions and it 
would be cases in a wide variety of topics.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals
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00:19:40 Workload on the Court of Appeals, 
part 3

The judges tried to get as many opinons turned in as possible on a weekly basis, including those 
that were affirmed without opinion, which involved writing a memo. They had a weekly deadline 
for cases to be considered at the following week's conference and Roberts notes it was important 
to show productivity each week. She describes dealing with the flow of new cases as moving a 
rock pile with a constant load of new rocks being dumped on it. She discusses her strategies for 
efficiency and working with her law clerk. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

00:24:01 Roberts' work style and 
productivity on the Court of 
Appeals

Roberts discusses her law clerks and how they would at times be the primary writer of an opinion 
due to their own interest in a case. She would analyze her law clerk's writng and always ran her 
opinions by her clerk as well. She felt challenged in a good way by her clerks and found it 
refreshing to work with them. She discusses her self discipline and organizational qualities, and 
the importance of productivity on the Court of Appeals. She describes the work of the Chief 
Judge.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Collegiality

00:28:04 Working nights and weekends Roberts notes that the montly productivity statistics were important and that she "just had to keep 
moving." She worked many nights and weekends and could not remember a night or weekend 
that did not involve work while she was on both the Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court. 
The work "consumes one."

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Careers - 
Judicial
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00:00:06 Dealing with tedious cases Roberts shares her feeling that working at the Court of Appeals was tedious at times, depending on the 
type of cases she was handling. But "the tedious cases still had to be dealt with." However they were 
balanced by other cases. She had the flexibility to set a tedious case aside to work on something else for 
awhile, or to hand it off to her law clerk. Roberts discusses the need to respect the other judges and 
trusting that they are going to be intellectually honest and thorough, without inserting their personal 
agenda. She gives an example about punitive damages in cases.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Collegiality

00:04:32 Revising cases in full-court 
conference

Roberts notes that any case from a three-judge panel could be referred to the montly full-court 
conference and describes the referral process. Cases were often revised in conference; the panel could 
then take the case back and re-write it or on occasion the full court conference could do so. Roberts 
describes a situation in which the full court would write the majority opinion instead of the panel. The 
writer of a majority opinion that was changed in full court would very often end up writing the dissent, 
because "once upon a time, that dissent was proposed to be the majority opinion."

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Collegiality

00:08:12 Writing dissents for the Court of 
Appeals

Roberts wrote a lot of dissents while on the Court of Appeals, which she describes as "quite delightful" 
because you don't have to get approval from another judge so you are free to say what you want and 
"send a lot of messages." She gives examples of messages, including why and how some judges would 
use the dissent to talk about the workload of the court. She describes wanting to use dissents as a flag 
for the Supreme Court to review a case. If they accepted a case for which she had written a dissent, she 
was hopeful they would see it her way, though that didn't always happen. Roberts discusses some 
aspects of the Supreme Court's work with these cases and that they did not normally take cases de 
novo.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Oregon Supreme 
Court

00:11:36 Oregon Supreme Court cases 
and multiple opinions

When Roberts was on the Supreme Court, there were some cases that could be reviewed de novo, 
primarily domestic relations and worker's comp. She describes the "oh my god" cases in which a judge 
decided a case based on facts very differently than she would have decided it. However the Supreme 
Court would not take this type of case. She discusses writing concurring opinions and how they could be 
used as a way for a  judge to have some say in the outcome. It is common at the Supreme Court, 
particularly the U.S. Supreme Court, to receive multiple opinions, including majority, concurring, and 
dissents, for the same case. She discusses why judges may decide to write these.

Oregon Supreme 
Court

00:14:52 Roberts' decision -making 
process as a judge

Roberts discusses her decision-making process that began by reading briefs. She would have a "pretty 
good notion" of whether the case would be affirmed or reversed after reading both the appellant and 
respondent's briefs. She discusses how many appeals are on judges' rulings about different aspects of a 
case and that if in doubt, appellate courts often defer to the trial judge. She was always interested in 
learning how the other judges felt and why, to see if she was missing something. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Careers - Judicial



00:18:13 Unexpected aspects of working 
on the Court of Appeals

Roberts discusses unexpected aspects of working at the Court of Appeals, including the workload and 
not being accepted on the court as a woman. She had not experienced this before and saw herself as a 
person who could always "pull her own weight." She was pleasantly surprised with the organization of 
the court. The caseload continued to grow while she was on the court and is still growing now, though 
there are still only ten judges. Roberts describes her interest in cases where she felt they could do 
something new. She gives an example of a case in which they decided that a spouse's pension could be 
marital property that could be divided in divorce proceedings. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Careers - Sexism Careers - 
Judicial

00:21:25 Roberts' interest in certain 
types of cases

Roberts discusses a case about the liability of tavern owners for injuries to persons after they left the 
tavern, due to drunkenness. In this case, a patron left the tavern intoxicated and got into an accident, 
injuring a third party. The question was whether this third party could sue the tavern owner and 
bartender for negligence as well as the driver. She notes that this type of case was interesting to her, as 
were worker's compensation cases because they could review them de novo and the factual situations 
intrigued her, as well as the medical information. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

00:24:48 Roberts' interest in 
constitutional law cases

Roberts notes that she was intrigued by constitutional law cases. Even though most of them would go to 
the Supreme Court, "it was nice to get your crack at it." She describes a wrongful death case in which a 
child had died in a school bus accident in which other children had been injured and died. She discusses 
liability in the case and whether the statutory limit for compensation was constitutional. She wrote the 
majority opinion but it was taken away from her, so she wrote the dissent instead. The Supreme Court 
took the case, though they joined the majority. Roberts felt that school districts should be more liable 
than the statute specified. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

00:27:18 Roberts' interest in criminal 
cases and educating herself 
about evidence

Roberts shares that criminal cases interested her because there was a lot of law to follow in those cases. 
After she got on the Court of Appeals, she bought a series of tapes of lectures about evidence so she 
could listen to them in the car during her commute to Salem. She also listened to a series of tapes on 
criminal law. She was able to memorize the material and contextualize her cases based on similar ones 
she had learned about, analyzing the differences.  

Education - Legal Laws and 
legislation

Crime
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00:00:16 Methods used by Roberts to build 

knowledge about unfamiliar areas of 
law

Roberts describes how she got up to speed on unfamiliar areas of law by working on the case, 
starting with research, and also by reading other judges' opinions and talking with other judges. It 
was difficult to keep up with changes in the law but it was largely the responsibility of the lawyers 
to brief new cases and do the work when they present their cases. Judges learn about changes 
through lawyers and through their own research. 

Education - Legal Oregon Court 
of Appeals

Careers - 
Judicial

00:03:27 Attending the judge's college in 
Reno, Nevada

Roberts describes a judge's college in Reno, Nevada that she attended when she was first on the 
Court of Appeals. It was primarily for trial judges but she wanted to go because she had not been a 
trial judge. She attended classes for three weeks and it helped her to better understand trial judges' 
perspectives on cases. She comments on a school for appellate judges in New York and a judicial 
conference for all of the judges in Oregon that meets once per year. Roberts notes that every day is 
a learning process, and that there is no typical case; each case has a new twist. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Careers - 
Judicial

Education - 
Legal

00:06:29 The ingredients of a good appellate 
hearing

Roberts notes that a good appellate hearing starts with the lawyers being well prepared which 
includes writing good briefs, making their points succinctly, and arguing persuasively. Good 
lawyering will stimulate questions and interest from the judges. If the lawyers are not prepared, 
there is nothing a judge can do to make it a better hearing. Roberts describes how preparation for 
an appellate hearing is very different from a trial hearing, and the qualities of a good trial lawyer 
versus a good appellate lawyer. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

00:09:51 Selection of judges on the Oregon 
Supreme Court

Roberts discusses how experienced appellate lawyers like to predict the type of judge they are 
appearing before. She notes that some lawyers probably have favorite panels at the Court of 
Appeals, depending on their case. Roberts notes that there has been a good balance of judges on 
Oregon's Supreme Court. Governors want their appointees to be successful because it reflects on 
them, so they take a lot of different things into consideration, particularly work ethic. Roberts was 
appointed to the Supreme Court by Republican Victor G. Atiyeh,  and she describes why he may 
have done that despite some of their differences.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Oregon 
Supreme Court

00:13:27 Church of Scientology case at the 
Court of Appeals

Roberts discusses the details of a case involving the Church of Scientology. A young woman joined 
the Church. Her parents became alarmed, got her away from the Church, then sued. It was a 
difficult technical case because of protecting religious freedom while determining whether there 
had been an individual violation against the woman. The case went to the Supreme Court. She 
primarily remembers how difficult it was to evaluate what happened to the young woman. They 
worked on the case for months because they really wanted to get it right. She describes how the 
decision would have a big impact either way.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Careers - 
Judicial



00:19:06 The significance of collegial courts Roberts describes how it is difficult to say which acts are protected by religious freedom and which 
are not. They often have to make judgment calls, which is why there are collegial courts. If an 
opinion is written, it is the court's opinion and the judges share responsibility. In jury trials, judges 
may decide the legal questions but can leave the tough factual questions are up to the jury. If there 
is no jury, a trial judge must decide on their own but the decison can always be reviewed if it is 
brought to the appellate court. However there are many cases that are not appealed because 
people cannot afford to do it.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Collegiality

00:22:39 Expressing concern for litigants after 
a case

Roberts discusses the inappropriateness of judges contacting litigants after the case is over, 
though a federal judge checking in on someone who they had sent to prison to see how they are 
doing might be ok. For federal judges especially, there is no leeway in sentencing guidelines and 
they often do not think the sentence is fair due to circumstances. She shares that many people are 
in the criminal justice system because no one has expressed concern for them. A judge indicating 
concern for someone in that situation could be positive. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Careers - 
Judicial

00:25:05 Approach to legal writing and what 
makes a good appellate opinion

Roberts discusses the fact that she does not know if any of her opinions from the Court of Appeals 
have had a lasting impact because she does not know how they were applied over the years. She 
suspects that most of her opinions have been replaced with similar ones that address more recent 
law. Roberts describes her approach to legal writing such as opinions and briefs and what makes a 
good appellate opinion. Some lawyers complain about not being able to understand certain judges' 
opinions, such as Hans A. Linde. She describes her background with Linde and working with him 
on the Supreme Court. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Linde, Hans A.

00:28:48 The importance of reasoning in 
judges' written opinions

Roberts states that judges try to write clearly. She describes using an outline for clarity and as a 
way to methodically get into the case and the reasoning for the decision. She notes that the 
reasoning is more important than the holding. Lawyers need to know the reasoning if they are 
going to use the case.

Careers - Judicial
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00:00:03 Interviewer calls this tape 23, side 2  but it is tape 24, side 2
00:00:06 Learning how to read and write 

efficiently as a judge
Roberts explains that after reading thousands of cases, she learned how to read a case quickly, 
primarily to learn about the holding and why they held that way. It is a different way of writing that 
has to be learned. She describes how the staff changed dramatically during her tenure on the 
Court of Appeals, first discussing Judge Lee Johnson's departure, why he left and who replaced 
him. 

Careers - judicial Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Johnson, Lee

00:03:19 Judge Jacob Tanzer's departure from 
the Court of Appeals and change of 
mind about Roberts' ability as a judge

Roberts discusses Judge Jacob B. Tanzer's departure from the court. She shares an incident which 
showed her that Tanzer had begun to realize she was doing a good job on the Court of Appeals. 
Roberts challenged his opinion on a fraud case and he was defensive, asking her to write him a 
memo rather than tell him her thoughts verbally. A few days after receiving her memo, he 
apologized and said she was right, asking if he could use some excerpts from the memo in his 
opinion. Later he told her he appreciated that she had kept him from looking bad in front of the 
lawyers. 

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Tanzer, Jacob B.

00:06:28 Advocating for Judge Jacob Tanzer's 
appointment to the Oregon Supreme 
Court

Roberts discusses Tanzer not getting the recommendation of the bar when he wanted to be 
appointed to the Supreme Court, which "appalled" many. The bar recommended three other 
names to Governor Victor G. Atiyeh. Tanzer took Roberts up on her offer to discuss his 
appointment with Atiyeh. She spoke with Atiyeh about the fact that he had the authority to appoint 
a judge of his choosing to the Supreme Court and did not have to go by the bar's 
recommendations. Tanzer got the appointment. Roberts describes some of the thinking and 
politics of the bar's board of governors  when recommending judges. Tanzer was replaced by John 
C. Warden.

Tanzer, Jacob B. Atiyeh, Victor G. Oregon 
Supreme Court

00:10:37 Poor treatment of Judge Jason Lee on 
the Oregon Court of Appeals

Judge Jason D. Lee died in February 1980. Roberts felt it was sad due to the fact that he had not 
been treated well at the Court of Appeals because he was not intellectually suited to the work. It 
was made worse by Tanzer's bitterness and Schwab's animosity, resulting in not being assigned 
good cases. She describes how the departures of Tanzer and Lee and the arrival of J. R. "Doc" 
Campbell and John C. Warden made for a more relaxed and congenial workplace. She discusses 
the appointment process that led Judge Edward H. Warren, who had gone to law school with 
Roberts, to replace Lee after his death. 

Lee, Jason D. Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Warren, Edward 
H.

00:14:27 Improved work environment with 
arrival of new judges at the Court of 
Appeals

Roberts notes how work relationships, attitudes, and productivity improved in the year after 
Campbell, Warden, and Warren joined the court. In January 1981, George Van Hoomissen replaced 
Warden on the court, having run against him for the position. Schwab resigned at the same time, 
and the governor reappointed Warden to take his place. Roberts describes how she and the other 
judges who started at the same time moved up in seniority rapidly during this time. She describes 
the election process for the new chief judge, George M. Joseph.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals



00:18:58 Roberts' reflections on working with 
Herbert M. Schwab, part 1

Campbell was appointed to the Supreme Court in 1981. Thomas F. Young was appointed to take 
his place on the Court of Appeals and also took his spot on the panel with Roberts and Gillette. 
Roberts shares her feelings about Schwab's departure from the court and the changes that had 
taken place in their working relationship over time. She shares an incident about driving to Salem 
during a bad snow storm and Schwab's insistence that lawyers come to court that day because if 
Roberts could make it, they could make it. She felt good about that even though it was a 
backhanded compliment.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Schwab, Herbert 
M.

Careers - 
Sexism

00:24:30 Roberts' reflections on working with 
Herbert M. Schwab, part 2

When Roberts was first on the court, she had the impression that Schwab was surprised to see her 
show up every day. She notes that many of the judges had wives who never worked and they 
weren't used to working with a woman on their level. She shares a story of Schwab telling her he 
had ordered her a new desk that was "a nice, small one that you'll like." Roberts felt that was 
paternalistic and said she'd keep the large old desk in her office becase she had as much work to 
do as anyone else. She shares another backhanded compliment story about Schwab's support for 
her Supreme Court appointment and discusses its implications.

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Schwab, Herbert 
M.

Careers - 
Sexism
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00:00:02 Interviewer calls this tape 24, side 1  but it is tape 25, side 1

00:00:12 Roberts' personal life during her 
time on the Court of Appeals

Roberts discusses her children and personal life during her time on the Court of Appeals. Her 
youngest son graduated from law school soon after she was appointed to the Supreme Court. 
All of her children were grown and she had grandchildren. It was a stressful time in her 
marriage to Keith D. Skelton because he was running the law office on his own and it was a lot 
to take on. He was coming to Salem less and Roberts began to feel that they were drifing 
apart. 

Family life Marriage Skelton, Keith D.

00:03:50 Buying property in Black Butte 
Ranch

Roberts realized she needed something to do on the weekends besides read briefs and had 
become interested in property in Central Oregon, first Sun River and then Black Butte Ranch. 
She discussed building in Black Butte with Skelton as an investment. They had real estate 
investments in the condo in Salem and their law office in Portland and Roberts felt it would be 
a good idea to invest in Black Butte by building a vacation property that they could both enjoy 
for themselves and rent out. Skelton did not want to do that, so Roberts discussed the plan 
with her eldest daughter, Dian.

Family life Leisure activities

00:07:20 Building a house in Black Butte 
Ranch

Roberts' house in Black Butte Ranch was completed in October 1978. She spent much of the 
summer of 1978 at the ranch to oversee construction and describes spending a lot of time 
there after the house was finished, sometimes spending a weekday reading briefs. Around 
this time she contacted the owners of Camp Tamarack, a nearby girl's camp, with whom she 
was acquainted. Roberts describes a bit about the history and location of the camp. 

Leisure activities Camp Tamarack

00:11:18 Visiting Camp Tamarack and 
considering part ownership

Roberts started visiting the owners of Camp Tamarack regularly on her trips to the ranch; it 
was only seven miles away. She describes her conversations with Margaret Lumpkin, one of 
the camp's owners, about possible part ownership of the girl's camp because Lumpkin and the 
other owners were ready to sell. She shares several concerns she had and Lumpkin's 
responses. Two other women with recreational education backgrounds from the University of 
Oregon, Phyllis Ford and Gale Orford, were interested in partnering with Roberts on Camp 
Tamarack.

Camp Tamarack Leisure activities

00:14:05 Decision to purchase Camp 
Tamarack with Phyllis Ford and 
Gale Orford, and mother's death

Orford joined the Camp Tamarack staff in 1979 to learn the camp operation because they 
were becoming more serious about purchasing it. Roberts shares that the night she, Ford, and 
Orford were having dinner with Lumpkin and her two co-owners to finalize the contract, 
Skelton called with the news her mother had died. Roberts reflects how eager she was to 
embark on the camp venture and she would have been eager to share the news with her 
mother, who had worked a lot with young people. She describes a typical camp season and 
what kinds of groups would spend time there, as well as the camp facilities. 

Camp Tamarack Family death



00:17:26 The work of preparing Camp 
Tamarack for camp season

Roberts explains that before camp season began in the spring, the camp had to be made 
ready, which was hard work, often in cold early spring weather. Roberts tried to work out her 
court schedule so that she could spend the weekends there. She drove to Portland on the 
other weeknights. She discusses how she and the two other owners did not work well 
together that first summer because Ford felt she should make all of the decisions. Ford and 
Orford told Roberts that they were in a relationship and Roberts was ok with it as long as it did 
not impact their business relationship.

Camp Tamarack Leisure activities

00:20:12 Buying out Phyllis Ford's share in 
Camp Tamarack and working with 
Gale Orford.

Roberts shares that toward the end of the first summer, Orford told her that she and Ford were 
ending their relationship. Roberts discusses her and Orford's concerns about working with 
Ford and they ended up buying out Ford's share. Roberts discusses her enjoyment of running 
the camp with Orford and describes her.

Camp Tamarack Orford, Gale

00:24:14 Roberts' role at Camp Tamarack Roberts describes how she and Orford divided up the work of the camp. Roberts did the P.R., 
worked with parents, and traveled for recruitment, which had to be arranged around her work 
for the court. She recounts an interaction that was critical of her work at the camp while a 
judge and her response to the critique. Most people did not know about Roberts' involvement 
with the camp. She discusses the importance and benefits of creating balance in her life and 
the influence of her relationship with Skelton on her decision to get involved with the camp. 

Camp Tamarack Careers - 
Judicial

00:28:17 Impact of Camp Tamarack 
involvement on Roberts' marriage 
to Skelton

Roberts notes that her involvement with Camp Tamarack helped her relationship. Skelton 
visited the camp and she describes his contributions there. He stayed with her at Black Butte 
when they were there together. Roberts notes that at this time, her life was changing and she 
did not yet know which direction it would go or how much it would involve Skelton.

Camp Tamarack Skelton, Keith D. Marriage
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00:00:03 Interviewer calls this tape 24, side 2  but it is tape 25, side 2

00:00:06 Productivity and enjoyment at 
Camp Tamarack

Roberts describes the environment at Camp Tamarack that helped her be more productive on 
the court. She produced writing there and often came up with solutions to problems. She 
discusses how her presence there was helpful to Orford. She enjoyed being with the young 
girls who were camping there. Two of her grandchildren went to camp there and she enjoyed 
that. Roberts kept the camp until she was on the Supreme Court, then sold her share to a 
woman who operated the camp with Orford. Camp Tamarack was a "tremendous adventure" 
for her and she made a profit as well. 

Camp Tamarack Orford, Gale Leisure 
activities

00:03:52 Roberts' reflections on her mother Roberts discusses the significance of losing her mother and reviews her mothers' later life in 
Chicago, where she retired from the Boy's Club, then moving to live with Roberts' sister in 
Virginia after a hip injury and back to Texas where she died. The loss was traumatic to 
Roberts who admired her independence and orientation to family. Her work ethic and 
balanced attitude was a model for Roberts. Roberts was happy her mother did well for herself 
after her children were grown.

Family death Family life

00:07:34 Roberts' desire to work and her 
role models

Roberts notes that she had never expected to be supported; even in her first marriage she 
saw the need to work. Her mother was a role model for her in this. She discusses the women 
she knew in La Grande and what she learned from them. Once she went back to school, she 
began finding more role models. She discusses friends who were not role models but who 
influenced her, as well as other politicians such as Edith Green who she did not know well but 
she admired.

Working mothers Role models Careers - 
Gender roles

00:11:15 Discussion of role models and 
mentors

Roberts differentiates between role models and mentors. She names Anna Eleanor Roosevelt 
as a role model and describes a new perspective on her based on a biography of Roosevelt 
written by a woman. Roberts thought of Roosevelt as similar to her mother due to personality 
and physical traits. She notes that mentors are more of a personal relationship and for her it 
was mostly men. She lists her mentors from college and what they taught her and differntiates 
mentors from friends.

Role models Mentors Roosevelt, 
Anna Eleanor

00:13:43 Roberts' move to the Oregon 
Supreme Court

Roberts describes moving from the Court of Appeals to the Supreme Court as similar to 
moving from the House of Representatives to the Senate. She describes her enjoyment of the 
Court of Appeals by the time she left and also a desire to move on to a new challenge. She 
discusses why some judges on the Court of Appeals prefer to stay there and what is different 
about the Supreme Court. 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Oregon Court of 
Appeals



00:16:58 Appointment to the Supreme 
Court, part 1

Roberts discusses the reasons she wanted to serve on the Supreme Court, including being 
the first woman to serve. She describes how she came to be appointed to the Supreme Court 
by Governor Victor G. Atiyeh. She asked departing Judge Thomas Tongue to consider staying 
through the end of his term so that she could run for his position but he could not comply for 
health reasons. She filed for election, knowing there would eventually be an opportunity to 
run for that position.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

00:21:45 Appointment to the Supreme 
Court, part 2

Roberts was the first person to file her declaration of candidacy for the Supreme Court, so 
anyone who was appointed would understand they would have to run against her, knowing 
that she had a good chance due to reputation. She also spoke with Atiyeh about wanting to 
take Tongue's position on the court and describes their conversation. She later heard that his 
office had been looking for a Republican woman to appoint.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Atiyeh, Victor G.

00:25:15 Norma J. Paulus' support for 
Roberts' appointment to the 
Supreme Court.

Roberts planned to run against anybody who was appointed, whether or not it was another 
woman, and discusses her many qualifications. She discusses Norma J. Paulus' role at the 
time and how she, and others, went to bat for Roberts about the Supreme Court. Paulus 
shared with Roberts that she had told Atiyeh "he'd be a dummy if he didn't appoint you" 
because Roberts would win the election anyway. Roberts discusses her feelings about Atiyeh. 
He asked for a meeting in December 1981 and told her he would appoint her.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Paulus, Norma J. Atiyeh, Victor 
G.

00:28:53 Roberts' advocacy for her 
appointment to the Supreme 
Court

Atiyeh held a press conference right after telling Roberts he'd appoint her. She was one of the 
three potential appointees recommended by the Oregon bar. She had sent a memo on her 
background and qualifications to both the bar and Atiyeh, mostly summarizing her work on 
the Court of Appeals. 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Atiyeh, Victor G.
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00:00:03 Interviewer calls this tape 25, side 1  but it is tape 26, side 1; he says the year is 1993 but it is 
1994

00:00:11 Press conference with Victor G. 
Atiyeh on appointment to the 
Supreme Court

Roberts describes the press conference that took place immediately after her meeting with 
Atiyeh in which he told her he was going to appoint her to the Supreme Court. At one point, in 
response to reporters' questions about Roberts compared to the other two candidates 
recommended by the state bar, Atiyeh jumped in to say "she was the best" and every time it 
came up after that, he repeated that sentiment. She notes that they respected each other 
despite their differences.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Media coverage Atiyeh, Victor 
G.

00:03:16 Qualities of a good Supreme 
Court Justice

Roberts describes the qualities that make a good Supreme Court justice, including education, 
legal knowledge, collegiality, concept of justice, and sensitivity and understanding toward 
litigants' issues. She discusses Atiyeh's appointment of her as the first woman on the 
Supreme Court as a positive political choice for him, but not the main factor in his choice of 
Roberts. 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Careers - 
Judicial

00:06:49 Public reaction to Roberts' 
appointment to the Oregon 
Supreme Court

The public reaction to Roberts' appointment was "tremendous" and more than she expected. 
Sandra Day O'Connor had been appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court a few months earlier. 
Roberts describes a cartoon in The Oregonian that featured both herself and O'Connor. She 
notes there were positive editorials about her as well. She describes her swearing in on 
February 8 in a packed courtroom. She was overwhelmed by the applause after she took the 
oath of office. She lists some of the groups of people who were there.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Media coverage

00:10:06 Elective judicial system in Oregon Roberts describes the elective judicial system in Oregon, with six-year terms, though usually a 
judge first gets on the bench by appointment. She lists reasons a position may open up. 
Judges must run in the next election after being appointed, and Roberts describes how it is 
beneficial in an election to have been appointed. Some judges strongly believed in selection 
of judges by popular vote and would finish out their term so that an election could be held for 
their replacement. Roberts ran for election in 1982, uncontested.

Careers- Judicial Campaigns - 
1982 - Judicial



00:13:02 Women in the judicial community Roberts discusses the reaction of the legal community to her appointment to the Supreme 
Court. She states it was accepted due to her work on the Court of Appeals. Regarding the 
judicial community,it was "kind of lonely" as a woman. She continues to attend judicial 
conferences now and enjoys them more because there are more women there. She 
describes recent receptions for women judges and a male judge's reaction to it. She 
describes her support of the other women judges and how newer judges did not experience 
exclusion as she had. She notes that the discourse is respectful.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Careers - 
Judicial

Careers - 
Sexism

00:17:53  "It was like walking into open 
arms."

Roberts describes the reaction of judges on the Supreme Court when she was appointed as: 
"It was like walking into open arms." She lists the individual judges, some of whom she had 
known for a long time in different contexts. She mentions that she had to finish some Court of 
Appeals opinions after she joined the Supreme Court. She recounts being given the task of 
receiving the coffee delivery as junior judge on her first day at court, and her response to that 
situation.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Careers - 
Judicial

00:22:25 Description of the role of the 
Supreme Court contrasted with 
the Court of Appeals

Roberts describes the differences between her work on the Court of Appeals - the deciding 
court - and on the Supreme Court - the policy making court. The Supreme Court has 
discretionary review and takes very few cases that come to it, based on the need for the court 
to interpret the law. They never decided whether or not to take a case based on workload; it 
was always based on whether the case needed review. She lists courts from which they 
received cases, including tax court, and notes that she liked working on tax cases. She 
describes how death penalty cases are handled.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

00:26:14 Variety of cases on the Supreme 
Court

Roberts notes that the Supreme Court is responsible for reviewing ballot measures on the 
basis of constitutionality or the wording of the statements and describes Attorney General's 
role in writing the statements. The court also takes disciplinary cases for lawyers. She found 
the variety of cases challenging.

Oregon 
Supreme Court
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00:00:03 Interviewer calls this tape 25, side 2  but it is tape 26, side 2.

00:00:04 Organization and processes of the 
Supreme Court

Roberts describes the organization of the Supreme Court in terms of sitting for arguments, 
meeting in conference, and deadlines. She discusses the difference in arguments between 
the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals in terms of time allotted for them and why. She 
discusses the rules about how to run the court smoothly including time for arguments, when 
and how things are filed, what must be in a brief and the color of the brief covers. She notes 
why the rules are important.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Careers - 
Judicial

00:05:03 Integrated court system in Oregon Roberts notes how all courts in Oregon, as of legislation in 1980, are part of an integrated 
court system. She describes the integrated court system and its implications for the Chief 
Justice. There is a court administrator for the courts and she discusses that role. She shares 
her feelings about how the integrated system is working. Roberts lists the Chief Justices that 
served as lead administrators for the integrated court system and how their performance in 
that role. 

Oregon Courts Careers - 
Judicial

00:10:44 Office arrangements at the 
Supreme Court

Roberts discusses the perks that come with seniority including office selection and parking 
spots. Although she was the junior judge on the Supreme Court, she was given a large office 
suite because Jacob B. Tanzer did not want to leave his smaller office which had a nice view. 
Roberts describes the layout of her office and having enough room for both her law clerk and 
judicial assistant to share the space. [Cathy Bogin ?], her clerk from the Court of Appeals, 
came with her to the Supreme Court.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

00:14:10 Roberts' skilled law clerks at the 
Supreme Court

[Bogin?] was in her second year and would be moving on soon, so Roberts interviewed 
Maureen Leonard to be her new clerk and describes the process of deciding to work with 
Leonard. [Bogin ?] helped to orient Leonard to the job and they became friends. Like she did 
with [Bogin ?], Roberts worked very well with Leonard sometime referring to both of them as 
"the alternate judge" and she describes what made them so good at their jobs. Leonard took 
responsibility for many cases that required expert research and analysis, drafting opinions or 
a memo for Roberts. 

Leonard, 
Maureen

Oregon 
Supreme Court



00:18:20 Qualities of a good law clerk, part 
1, and writing opinions

Roberts discusses the qualities that make a good law clerk, including self discipline, 
persistence, and approach to problem solving. She discusses the importance of talking with 
colleagues about cases and describes how she often put a case aside if she wasn't sure 
about it, to return to it later. She likens writing opinions to "sort of like making Jell-O" in that it 
needs time to go through the process to solidify. 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Collegiality

00:21:50 Law clerk Maureen Leonard Roberts did not have any other clerks besides Leonard. In her last two years on the court, the 
Chief Judge hired a "floater clerk" and assigned them to judges to give extra help on cases if 
needed. She did not work with the floater often. Roberts describes Leonard's career path 
after working for Roberts for three years, noting that she would be an excellent appellate 
judge.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Leonard, 
Maureen

00:27:07 Qualities of a good law clerk, part 
2

[phone rings] Roberts notes that the phone call was from Leonard, who she had just been 
discussing. Leonard called to discuss her U.S. Supreme Court case. Roberts discusses 
personal qualities that are important in a law clerk, including sense of humor, positive outlook, 
and outside interests. She cites Leonard as an example, who studied Chinese and Spanish 
while she was a clerk. She describes other aspects of Leonard's life including marriage, 
parenting, and sense of priorities. 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Leonard, 
Maureen
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00:00:03 Interviewer calls this tape 26, side 1  but it is tape 27, side 1.

00:00:12 Hewitt vs. SAIF, part 1 Roberts discusses some of the types of cases that came to the Supreme Court from the Court 
of Appeals including criminal, business law, and tort cases. She describes the Hewitt vs. SAIF 
case which had broad implications for women in particular. It was a worker's compensation 
wrongful death case with constitutional implications. She discusses how the statute had 
provided for widows to receive compensation, but not widowers.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Women's issues

00:05:11 Hewitt vs. SAIF, part 2 Roberts describes how the Hewitt vs. SAIF case addressed the concept of equal privileges in 
the Oregon constitution, Article 1, Section 20, and the statute as written might be treating a 
certain class of people unfairly. She sat on the case in the spring of 1982 and was assigned to 
write the opinion, working on it with clerks Bogin and Leonard. They viewed the statute as 
antiquated, unconstitutional and looked at the long-range implications and Roberts discusses 
the different times in which the statute was written.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Women's issues

00:09:48 Hewitt vs. SAIF, part 3 Roberts describes how the Oregon constitution does not contain a specific amendment that 
speaks to sexual discrimination; Leonard suggested some language in the opinion that 
addressed equal rights due to Oregon's Article 1, section 20. Roberts describes additional 
information they added to the footnotes including states with equal rights amendments. She 
was surprised that nobody objected to the part of her opinion equating Article 1, section 20 to 
an equal rights amendment. She describes the objections of some of the judges to other parts 
of her opinion.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Women's issues

00:14:21 Hewitt vs. SAIF, part 4 Roberts describes an activist court or judge as one that will make or expand the law; 
legislating rather than interpreting. A more conservative view is that if a law is unconstitutional 
it is erased, rather than amended. It would go back to the legislature to create something new. 
Roberts describes her thoughts on each of these positions regarding the case and what she 
decided about the outcome. Roberts' holding prevailed, with judges voting for it 5-2. She 
notes the issues addressed by the two judges who dissented. 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Careers - 
Judicial

00:17:30 Hewitt vs. SAIF, part 5 & 
discussion of judicial activism, part 
1

Roberts mentions that the statute was changed in the next legislative session. She notes that 
the case was important because it was immediately recognized as creating an equal rights 
amendment for the state. She discusses the potential longevity of the ruling, as long as Hewitt 
vs. SAIF survived, and the fact that an ERA could also be at risk by vote of the people. Roberts 
describes judicial activism, using the right to privacy as an example, and shares her views 
about it. 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Equal Rights 
Amendment

Laws and 
legislation



00:23:06 Discussion of judicial activism, 
part 2

Roberts comments on situations in which the legislature has not acted and left that role up to 
the courts, noting that usually the situation is reversed, with a court ruling on something 
creating the need for the legislature to make an amendment. She describes the court's role 
and the legislature's reaction incorrect interpretations by the courts. She discusses the impact 
of new legisators and judges over time can change application and interpretation of the law. 
Roberts describes working on the Hewitt vs. SAIF case early in her time on the Supreme 
Court as "a good opening act."

Laws and 
legislation

Oregon 
Supreme Court

00:26:35 1994 Equal Rights Amendment on 
Oregon ballot 

Roberts shares that there is currently (in 1994) a proposed Equal Rights Amendment on the 
ballot. She and many others oppose it because it leaves out some categories needing 
protection such as marital status and sexual orientation. She describes how it could interact 
with Article 1, section 20, and why that is of concern. Roberts notes that it would probably take 
a lot of funding to pass, potentially draining money from other women's campaigns, and if it 
was defeated, it would be a setback. With Hewitt vs. SAIF in place, why take the risk. Roberts 
discusses the woman who wrote the bill and why she wrote it as she did.

Equal Rights 
Amendment

Women's issues



SR 1126 Oral History Interview with Betty Roberts
by Clark Hansen
Oregon Legislature Oral History Series
1992 March 24 - 1994 September 19 Compiled by: Cynthia Lopez
Tape 27, Side 2
1994 September 7
Time Stamp Title Synopsis Keyword Keyword Keyword

00:00:04 Interviewer calls this tape 26, side 2  but it is tape 27, side 2.

00:00:07 State v. Caraher, part 1 Roberts shares a few more thoughts about the current (1994) proposed equal rights 
amendment on the ballot and why the author wants it on the ballot. She discusses another 
case from her time on the Supreme Court, State vs. Caraher and the constitutional issues it 
addressed. 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Women's issues Equal Rights 
Amendment

00:02:48 History of state and federal 
constitutions

Roberts discusses the history of state constitutions and of how search and seizure provisions 
were developed and evolved in state constitutions starting on the east coast and moving 
westward. She contrasts the separation of church and state in the federal constitution with the 
three mentions of religion in the Oregon constitution. She discusses the states agreeing to 
give up some of their power for the sake of a federal government, and why they did so.

Constitutional 
law

00:06:04 State v. Caraher, part 2 Roberts discusses why there has been a movement return to state consittutions. She 
describes why the states "seemed to abdicate civil rights" to the U.S. Supreme Court in the 
1960s and early 1970s and how state constitutions can grant more rights. She describes U.S. 
Supreme Court cases relevant to State v. Caraher regarding searches by police and the 
question of reasonable limits. She notes that there had been discussion about using the state 
constitution for criminal law rather than the U.S. constitution. She explains why her colleague 
Hans A. Linde called this an "ideal case." 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Crime Contitutional 
law

00:10:28 State v. Caraher part, 3 Roberts describes the significance of the Supreme Court deciding on the state constitution 
only, if the case meets the minimum requirement of the federal constitution, and why lawyers 
need to know this. She discusses a situation in the past when W. Michael Gillette was still a 
laywer and convinced the Oregon Supreme Court that it would be much simpler if they 
adopted the rulings of the federal Supreme Court. Roberts describes the police training with 
every new criminal provision, particularly related to search and seizure, and why a judge 
makes the decision about the search warrant.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Crime Contitutional 
law

00:14:01 O.J. Simpson case example Roberts describes the current O.J. Simpson case as a situation when a police officer did not 
request a warrant to collect evidence, and whether there were exigent cirumstances. She 
notes that the courts directly influence law enforcement procedures and that Gillette's 
position was that following federal cases would make it easier for them to have uniform 
procedures. She discusses the term "bright line" and why she thought it would be better for 
Oregon to develop its own law.

Crime Gillette, W. 
Michael

Laws and 
legislation



00:17:14 State v. Caraher, part 4 Roberts discusses the debate around using evidence that was unlawfully obtained, again 
using the O.J.Simpson case as an example. She notes that this was the core question of State 
v. Caraher. She describes a conversation she had with Gillette, who pleaded with her not to 
use the state constitution. She tells a story about how years later, Gillette, who had joined the 
Supreme Court, spoke positively about using the state constitution when he visited a class 
she was teaching at Oregon State. Roberts believed his experience on the Supreme Court 
changed his perspective.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

W. Michael 
Gillette

Contitutional 
law

00:21:19 State v. Caraher, part 5 Roberts notes that State v. Caraher was decided unanimously and discusses some of the key 
facts of the case, as well as the process of making a decision as a judge based on facts and 
existing guidelines. Roberts describes in detail why she wrote two separate conclusions to 
discuss in conference and why she wanted to vote with the majority, whatever they decided, 
though she acknowledges that sounds "weird." 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Careers - 
Judicial

00:26:29 State v. Caraher, part 6; Burt v. 
Blumenauer, part 1

Roberts notes that the majority of the court decided the conviction of the woman would hold 
and that the search had not been unreasonable. The important issue for the court was 
returning to the use of the state constitution. Roberts discusses the Burt v. Blumenauer case 
in which Multnomah County proposed a ballot measure to add flouride to the drinking water. 
The county used funds to print and distribute pamphlets in favor of flouride, which was 
challenged because they used taxpayer money. Roberts discusses why she was interested in 
this case and describes working on the case with her clerk.

Oregon 
Supreme Court
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00:00:03 Interviewer calls this tape 27, side 1  but it is tape 28, side 1.

00:00:13 Burt v. Blumenauer con't Roberts continues to discuss Burt v. Blumenauer and how it seemed like a lesson in political 
science. The Supreme Court held that the government's actions were not appropriate in that 
case; the county misused taxpayer's money and its power. 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

00:02:03 Expert testimony on a child abuse 
case and battered woman 
syndrome

Roberts discusses a case on child abuse on which J.R. Campbell wrote the opinion, about 
whether expert testimony could be given by a psychiatrist regarding the typical behavior of an 
abused child. Campbell held that it was admissable. Roberts discusses how she had wanted 
to add to the opinion to demonstrate that there were already relevant rulings on cases about 
battered woman syndrome. She describes the syndrome and give an example of a relevant 
case in which a woman murdured her abuser in self defense. She notes some of the 
behaviors typically exhibited by an abused child.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Women's issues

00:05:34 Concurring opinion on the child 
abuse case and a child affiliation 
case

Roberts wrote a concurring opinion with Campbell's blessing, citing cases involving battered 
woman syndrome. She describes it as a technique to communicate with lawyers and that it 
might help future prosecutors or defense attorneys. She discusses an affiliation case in which 
a child's father must be decided by the time they were six years of age. She explains why she 
thought that was unreasonable and what the court decided. 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Women's issues Domestic 
relations 

00:08:03 Identifying with a plantiff in an 
insurance case and making a 
difficult decision

Roberts describes a situation in which she strongly identified with the woman in a case who 
had made a claim for life insurance after her husband died of cancer. She discusses some of 
the facts of the case and the relevant law. She shares that it was very difficult to work on the 
case and to decide that under contract law, the woman could not receive the payout for the 
policy. Roberts shares her thinking about the decision. Roberts notes that she has thought 
about the insurance case many times and wondered what happened to the woman, Mrs. 
Olson, and her five children. 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

00:11:31 Roberts' resignation from the 
Supreme Court part 1

Roberts served on the Supreme Court from 1982-1986 and decided to resign when she was 
63. She notes that Oregon has compulsory retirement for judges at age 75. She had 
anticipated staying longer, and describes some life changes and burnout that made her think 
differently about leaving the court. She thought about it for a few months and checked on her 
retirement fund. She was concerned that if she left her current track, she would not know 
where to go, though she recognized she was overworked and out of balance. 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Careers - judicial Careers - 
retirement



00:16:46 Teaming with Mercedes Diez to 
propose legislation addressing 
the mandatory retirement age for 
Oregon judges

Roberts asserts that she does not think judges should retire at a certain age and notes that 
Oregon Judge Mercedes Diez did not retire until she had to at 75. She briefly discusses Diez's 
career, the first and only Black woman on the court. Roberts describes how she and Diez felt 
the compulsory retirement was discrimination on the basis of age. They proposed legislation 
to address the retirement age which passed the house but not the senate. Roberts shares 
more of her thinking about how judges should maintain balance and perspective in their 
career by taking time away from work, citing herself as someone who did not do that after she 
sold Camp Tamarack.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Diez, Mercedes Careers - 
Judicial

00:20:09 Roberts' resignation from the 
Supreme Court part 2

Roberts became concerned about her mental and physical health and asked herself why she 
should continue. She made the decision to leave the court in November of 1986 and had not 
told anyone besides Keith D. Skelton what she was thinking. She wrote a press release and 
informed the other judges in conference of her plan to release it later that day. They were 
stunned and asked why she hadn't told them. She explains her decision-making process in 
various situations and discusses the fact that it was about changing her life, not quitting or 
dropping out.

Careers - 
Retirement

Oregon 
Supreme Court

00:24:16 Roberts' resignation from the 
Supreme Court part 3

Roberts told her family about her resignation first and they were surprised. Her resignation 
was going to be effective in February but she wanted to let the governor know in November. 
She discusses W. Michael Gillette being her successor on the court, his career and desire to 
serve on the Supreme Court and others who were appointed before him, including Robert E. 
"Iceman" Jones. She describes why Jones had the "Iceman" nickname and his concern for the 
progress of defendants. 

Careers - 
Retirement

Gillette, W. 
Michael

Jones, Robert 
E.

00:27:07 Roberts' resignation from the 
Supreme Court part 4

Roberts notes that Gillette was "kind of in line" for the next appointment and discusses the 
timing of her resignation in relation to the election year and giving Governor Victor G. Atiyeh 
the opportunity to select another judge. It was important to her that the person appointed 
could win an election. She explains why she wanted to know she was giving up her seat for a 
good judge. She describes the qualities of a good Supreme Court judge and notes that she 
was fairly certain Gillette would take her seat and could win an election, which came to pass 
though no one ran against him.

Gillette, W. 
Michael

Careers - 
Judicial

Careers - 
Retirement

00:30:19 Roberts' thoughts on other judges Roberts begins sharing some thoughts about Wallace P. "Wally" Carson and Robert E. "Bob" 
Jones. She notes that Carson joined the court after Arno H. Denecke resigned and she had 
really enjoyed working with Denecke describing him as outgoing and warm.

Denecke, Arno 
H.

Carson, Wallace 
P., Jr.

Jones, Robert 
E.
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00:00:06 Lawyers using "gentlemen" to 
refer to a panel of judges on 
which Roberts sat

Roberts notes that everyone was sorry to see Arno H. Denecke leave the Supreme Court, yet 
she was happy that Wallace P. "Wally" Carson took his place, as they had served together in 
the legislature and she liked him. She describes his qualities as a judge and colleague. Robert 
E. Jones was appointed to take Jacob B. Tanzer's place and Roberts notes how she knew 
him. She shares that they got along well though they had some differences of philosophy. She 
tells a story of a lawyer referring to the judges as "gentlemen", Jones' response to that, and 
her feeling that the language should have been corrected a long time ago but she felt that 
one of the men had to do it.

Denecke, Arno 
H.

Carson, Wallace 
P., Jr.

Careers - 
Sexism

00:03:32 Roberts' farewell dinner with 
Supreme Court judges and her 
thoughts on Edwin J. Peterson

Roberts notes that everybody on the court enjoyed each other personally. The judges 
decided to have a going away dinner for her. Each one spoke, making positive comments 
about her time on the court with them, and she describes how that made her feel. She 
discusses Edwin J. Peterson's concern about her being the only woman on the court and his 
sensitivity to possible sexist language used in opinions. He now heads a commission on 
minorities in the courts and she describes his advocacy work including disparities in 
sentencing based on race.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Peterson, Edwin 
J.

Careers - 
Retirement

00:08:08 Roberts' continued interest in the 
Supreme Court and helping Susan 
P. Graber to become the second 
woman to join it

Roberts notes that it was hard to leave "the guys" - she didn't miss the work, but missed the 
people she worked with. She discusses her continued interest in aspects of the court. She 
was instrumental in helping the next woman, Susan P. Graber, join the Supreme Court and 
spoke at her swearing-in ceremony, where she said the first and second women didn't matter 
as much as when they would be in the majority.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Careers - 
Retirement

Graber, Susan 
P.
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00:00:03 Interviewer calls this tape 28, side 1  but it is tape 29, side 1

00:00:18 Description of work culture on the 
Supreme Court

Roberts notes that some judges prefer to work alone, like J. R. Campbell, and some, like Hans 
A. Linde, want to be involved in decision-making at the opinion writing stage. She describes 
his style of work. Other judges were admired for their attention to detail and innovative ways 
of solving issues. Judges did not hestiate to talk to each other to seek expertise in areas of 
law, or share concerns about an opinion. She notes it was a courtesy to let someone know 
they weren't going to support them in conference and why. 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Careers - 
Judicial

Collegiality

00:03:58 Roberts' comments on the 
purpose of a collegiate court

Roberts asserts that the purpose of a collegiate court is to have different areas of expertise 
and experiences to make a better court. The Chief Justice is able to assign all of the cases, 
and in doing so analyzes each judge's existing workload. She notes that no judge was 
assigned only one kind of case, and why they did that. She describes working on a revision of 
the Supreme Court rules that resulted in streamlining some processes and what the rules 
were for. 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Collegiality Careers - 
Judicial

00:07:09 Streamlining court procedures Roberts discusses streamlining of court procedures and that it is generally done by mutual 
agreement. The Chief Justice is the main person to propose streamining procedures for other 
courts in the state, but only in consultation with a committee made up of other judges.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

00:08:59 Roberts' views on the role of the 
courts

Roberts describes her general view of the role of the courts, and the role of the Supreme 
Court, particularly with federal constitutional questions, which can be appealed directly to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. She describes the U.S. Supreme Court's process after an appeal is filed 
there. Roberts discusses trial judges acting as legal innovators, using issues with the prison 
system as an example. She notes that in Oregon, Judge Dorothy M. Baker used controversial 
yet innovative methods.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Baker, Dorothy 
M.

Constitutional 
law

00:13:16 Judges acting as innovators Roberts shares her belief that judges "…oughta say 'I think we need to do something'" though 
when judges are innovative, those cases are likely to be appealed. Good ideas may still 
emerge from the process. She notes that trial judges should not be legislators. She describes 
another example of innovation by a judge in a drug diversion treatment program in 
Multnomah County, which is having some success. 

Careers - 
Judicial

Oregon Courts



00:15:28 Liberal and conservative judges 
on the Supreme Court

Roberts describes blocks of judges on the Supreme Court based on liberal versus 
conservative leanings. She notes that unlike the U.S. Supreme Court, the Oregon state courts 
do not have pronounced liberal and convervative blocks. She did not see anyone's personal 
philosophy change, though she noticed that some of them "mellowed out" because there was 
no partisanship on the court. She notes that she, Lindt, and Linde did not always vote 
together.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Liberal Conservative

00:18:58 The role and importance of 
dissenting opintions

Roberts comments on communication between judges at different courts, stating that it would 
be inappropriate for a Supreme Court judge to communicate with a trial judge other than 
through the opinion. The judicial conference every spring is an opportunity for judges to 
discuss opinons. She discusses dissents in the Court of Appeals and the role of dissent on the 
Supreme Court.  

Oregon 
Supreme Court

00:22:23 The role of the opinion writer on a 
case at the Supreme Court

Roberts describes the role of the opinion writer in conference at the Supreme Court. The 
opinion writer speaks first, explaining how they reached their conclusions and any relelvant 
cases. The chief justice speaks next on the opinion and then it goes aorund the table in order 
of seniority. She notes why cases may now be taking longer to decide at the Court of 
Appeals. She describes the quality of judges as the main problem facing the court. She 
shares her thoughts on the judges currently on the court and wanting to see more women on 
both the Supreme and appellate courts. 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Oregon Court of 
Appeals

Careers - 
Judicial

00:26:00 Roberts' views on minority 
representation among judges and 
addressing crime in society

Roberts shares that she had hoped current Governor Barbara K. Roberts would have 
appointed more women to both the Supreme and appellate courts, though she has appointed 
many women judges at the trial level and they can work their way up. Roberts discusses the 
importance of having more minority representation on the higher courts; currently there is 
none, as well as more women. She discusses her views on punishment and prison and what is 
needed to help curb crime in society, calling the current situation almost hopeless. 

Oregon courts Crime Sentencing
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00:00:07 Roberts' views on the use of 
punishment versus rehabilitation 
to address crime

Roberts discusses punishment vs. rehabilitation as a deterrent to crime, noting some 
countries with different ways of handling juvenile crime and describing a community 
intervention method in China. She discusses two young men sent to tribal court in Alaska and 
the tribal court's decision to rehabilitate them, noting that experiments are worth trying. She 
comments on a demanding boot camp program for youth in Oregon.

Crime Laws and 
legislation

Sentencing

00:03:13 Bringing personal experiences 
and views to serve the work of the 
court

Roberts notes that everyone brings personal experiences and views to the court, translating 
them into legal views to serve the work of the court. She shares an example of her personal 
opposition to capital punishment but as a judge making a decision about such a case, she 
must follow the law. Accepting a position as judge means she must interpret the law based on 
what was intended. Her personal views as a woman gave her a unique perspective compared 
to the men on the court, which is ok to share. 

Careers - 
Judicial

Sentencing

00:05:53 Roberts' views of the jury system 
andsentencing guidelines

Roberts discusses her thoughts on the jury system and why she thinks jurors are as able as a 
trial judge, if not more so, to decide cases. She comments on indeterminate and uniform 
sentencing and the impact of judges having very little discretion in sentencing. She notes that 
the parole board has a lot of control over how long someone remains incarcerated. 

Sentencing Laws and 
legislation

Oregon courts

00:10:24 Roberts' judicial philosophy Roberts believes that the sentence should fit the criminal, not the crime, and that judges ought 
to be able to analyze individuals, with the help of social workers, to determine a sentence. 
She notes that if a judge takes a risk on a person and gets it wrong, they are more careful not 
to be burned again and may be more strict with the next person. She comments on the 
sentencing guidelines in Oregon. She notes that there are no laws that she cannot live with as 
a judge other than capital punshment. She discusses her judicial philosophy at length and 
how her nine-and-a-half years as a judge mostly reinforced it. 

Crime Careers - 
Judicial

Sentencing



00:14:29 The importance of informal 
contact between judges and 
creating respect in the court 
system

Roberts comments on the judicial selection process in Oregon. She mentions that the judicial 
fitness commission can discipline and remove judges. She discusses  the importance of 
informal contacts between judges and their colleagues through professional associations. 
The goodwill and respect exchanged keeps the court system able to excercise its authority. 
She notes that the court system does not have an army like congress does to handle 
enforcement. She discusses Contempt of Court in cases of misbehavior or failure to obey a 
court order.

Careers - 
Judicial

Collegiality

00:18:42 Post-judicial career directions Roberts attends Oregon State Bar conventions. She discusses how being a judge is not 
necessarily the final point in a lawyer's career, and that many lawyers would never want to be 
a judge. She mentions Jacob B. Tanzer, who left the Supreme Court and is doing well as a 
lawyer, and notes that she could have done that as well but decided to pursue mediation 
instead. She lists other judges who have continued their careers in a variety of directions after 
leaving the court. She discusses a provision in which all judges who take early retirement 
(before age 65) are obligated to give 35 days per year pro tem for free. 

Careers - 
Judicial

Careers - Legal

00:23:07 Robert's enjoyment of her 
Supreme Court colleagues and 
the importance of work-life 
balance

Roberts shares that the hardest part of her job as a Supreme Court judge was the commute, 
particularly in the winter. She considered living in Salem and had an apartment briefly when 
she was on the Court of Appeals. The people on the Supreme Court were the best part of the 
job, both the other judges and her law clerks and judicial assistant. Everyone was compatible 
and nothing got personal when they argued cases. "They were exceptionally good friends of 
mine." She discusses the importance of Camp Tamarack, her place in Black Butte Ranch, and 
jogging for keeping her on an "even keel." 

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Collegiality Leisure 
activities

00:26:15 Health reasons for resigning from 
the Supreme Court

Roberts notes that she decided to resign from the Supreme Court at age 63 in part because 
she no longer had the balancing influences of Camp Tamarack and jogging. She was 
beginning to feel burned out and wanted to be with her women friends again. There was no 
Oregon Women Lawyer's Association at that point, and there were few women judges. She 
became concerned that her health would be impacted if she continued the rigid lifestlye of 
her work as a judge. Around this time, Keith D. Skelton told her he wanted to wind down his 
practice and travel. They had had a great trip to China together. 

Careers - 
Judicial

Overwork Leisure 
activities
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00:00:13 Reactions to Roberts' resignation 
from the Supreme Court

Roberts describes the reaction to her resignation from the Supreme Court, particularly from 
women. She shares two different examples of womens' reactions. She and Keith D. Skelton 
traveled to Hawaii and took some excursions to other states to visit family, enjoying their 
freedom.

Oregon 
Supreme Court

Careers - 
Retirement

Leisure 
activities

00:03:48 Enjoying time off and continued 
professional involvement

Roberts shares how she and Skelton would be traveling on a Monday morning and she would 
remark, "Hey it's Monday morning and we're not in our office." [laughs] Her protestant work 
ethic made her feel that everyone should be productive as long as they can be. At the same 
time, she would be glad that she did not have to show up to conference on Wednesdays. She 
describes continued professional contact through visiting former colleagues at the Supreme 
Court in Salem as well as her involvement in the Senior Judges Association. 

Leisure activities Careers - 
Retirement

00:07:08 Keith D. Skelton's heart attack Roberts describes an incident in February of 1987 in which Skelton had a heart attack at their 
home, resulting in bypass surgery. It changed their thinking about what they wanted to do. 
Skelton's son had lived with them while Roberts was on the Supreme Court due to alcohol 
problems. Skelton insisted he go to school so he got mechanic training at Portland Communty 
College and is now successful. This made Skelton want to give back and run for the school 
board of Portland Community College.

Skelton, Keith D. Family life

00:11:40 Skelton's career change after 
heart attack and its impact on 
Roberts' work life

Skelton had a long recovery period after his bypass surgery. He won the school board 
election for Portland Community College and has served on it continuously since then. His 
board commitments have altered their ability to travel out of the country. Because of this, 
Roberts effectively went back to work. She describes serving on Security Pacific Bank's board 
for a few years, which provided income and required that she learn about the banking 
business as well as work on some community activities. It was mentally stimulating and made 
her feel like she was still contributing. 

Skelton, Keith D. Careers - 
Banking

00:16:12 Resignation Roberts shares that she prefers the word "resigned" rather than "retired" from the court. Careers - 
Retirement
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00:00:06 Working as a mediator and other 
post-retirement occupations

Roberts learned a lot from working pro tem with Judge Kristena A. LaMar, who she felt was a 
very fine judge and mediator. She did a lot of cases there until the court could no longer 
afford it and her work there did not align with the state pro tem guidelines. She set up a 
business as a mediator and discuses making more money than she did as a judge, with all of 
her different pursuits combined. She discusses post-retirement occupations. She notes that 
Neil E. Goldschmidt asked her to work on a project with the Superintendent of Corrections, 
James Michael Franke.

Careers - 
Retirement

Careers - 
Mediation

00:03:00 Working on public relations for a 
minimum security facility project 
with new Superintendent of 
Corrections, James Michael 
Franke

Roberts describes how the legislature opted to set up minimum security facilities instead of 
building a new prison and the scope of work she was given for the corrections project. She 
organized a citizen's group as an advisory committee to the state committee. She had a 9-
month timeframe for the work and describes it as a role with "constant correspondence and 
communication." Robert notes that they ultimately got a minimum security facility close to the 
Columbia River, which was a state-level committee decision. She describes the process of 
submitting potential sites to the state for their selection. 

Careers - Public 
relations

00:07:22 Keeping busy and participating on 
nonprofit boards

Roberts was kept busy by all of her activities, and was happy that Keith D. Skelton was 
keeping busy as well, though travel was moved to the back burner. She began to join boards 
and commissions as a volunteer as well. She had to say no when Urban League invited her to 
join the board, which prompted her to count her many commitments, totaling 14-15, and resign 
from several other boards as well. She gradually completed her other jobs such as teaching at 
Oregon State for four years and describes her current commitments, primarily as a mediator. 

Careers - 
Teaching

Careers - 
Mediation

00:10:50 Writing an autobiography Roberts began writing her autobiography in 1990 and is currently working on her legislative 
years in the 1970s. She describes her process and notes why it is challenging. It was edited by 
one of her former law clerks, Kathy [Bogin ?] and she is unsure if she will publish it. She 
recounts a story about a doctoral student with whom she shared an office at Oregon State 
University who was working on a dissertation on the internal politics of self-help groups. 

Oregon State 
University

Oregon 
legislature - 
1970s



00:14:20 Working with doctoral student 
Laurie Zink

Roberts was lecturing about women in politics for her class and the doctoral student, Laurie 
Zink, helped her create some materials for the class. Roberts describes how she helped Zink 
develop a questionnaire to give to every living woman who had served in the legislature 
through the 1991 session, and lists some of the recipients. Zink analyzed the data by how the 
women in the 1960s and '70s were different from the women who served in the 1980s in 
terms of many factors such as family life and occupations. Previously there had been 
comparative analyses on how women differ from men.

Oregon State 
University

Women in 
politics

Zink, Laurie

00:17:35 Sharing Zink's research on the 
experiences of women in the 
Oregon legislature

Roberts tells a story about serving on voter watch for League of Women Voters, a project to 
attempt to analyze negative campaigning, and sharing Zink's dissertation work with a political 
science professor working on the project, who did not see the relevance of the dissertation if 
Zink did not compare women to men. She shares her reaction to this and notes that she often 
refers back to Zink's study, describing the titles Zink gave to the women by decade. 

Women in 
politics

Wexism in 
politics

Zink, Laurie

00:21:20 Growing number of women in the 
Oregon legislature

Roberts notes that the last session of the legislature had 25 women, or 28%, the most ever 
and that the women's caucus goal is 50% women by the 2001 session. The caucus invited 
Roberts to talk with them about how to get more women involved and she referred to Zink's 
study because of its long-term analysis. The legislature gained women at a rate of 1.15 women 
per session, and at that rate it would take 40 more years to reach the goal for 2001. Roberts 
discusses her ideas about increasing the number of women, and the particular challenges of 
the current situation, as well as continuing to work with Zink on the data and analysis. 

women in 
politics

Oregon 
legislature - 
1990s

Zink, Laurie

00:25:26 Current activities Roberts is golfing and quilting and currently does not miss her other work. She has to use 
discipline to sit in front of the computer when she would rather be outdoors. She is serving on 
the WINPAC board - Women's Investment Network Political Action Committee. They raise 
money during election years for pro-choice, first-time women candidates, trying to get money 
to them early in the campaign process. She lists some of the recipients of the funds. She 
notes that they offer mentoring as well and lists her fellow WINPAC board members, people 
who are experienced in running campaigns.

Leisure activities Women in 
politics
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00:00:15 Mentoring emerging women in 
politics and involvement in 
Oregon Women Lawyers (OWLS)

Roberts intends to continue with WINPAC, seeing herself as an older person who can give 
assistance and encouragment to younger women who want to pursue politics or the law. She 
discusses the progress of women in professional careers though there are still few women in 
some, such as engineering or architecture. She describes herself as a supporter. She 
discusses her involvement in Oregon Women Lawyers (OWLS) and the activites of the 
organization, where she served on the first board and continues to be involved.

Mentor Women in 
politics

Careers - Legal

00:04:52 Membership in, and activities of, 
the National Association of 
Women Judges and Oregon 
Women's Political Caucus

Roberts was a member of the National Association of Women Judges, which held meetings at 
conferences, though she did not continue involvement after leaving the bench. She notes that 
though she was a member, she was never active in the Oregon Women's Political Caucus, 
and describes some of its recent activities. 

Careers - 
Judicial

Women in 
politics

00:06:24 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 
harrassment allegations, part 1

Roberts discusses Senator Robert W. Packwood and the sexual harassment issues he is 
currently facing. Two weeks after Packwood beat Walter Leslie "Les" Aucoin in a bitter 
reelection race, the Washington Post published a story about 13 women's allegations of 
sexual harassment against him. Roberts notes that during the campaign, it was known that a 
reporter was working on this story, and she had even received a call from the reporter in 
September 1992. She discusses what she shared with the reporter.

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Sexual 
harassment

Media 
coverage

00:10:22 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 
harrassment allegations, part 2

Roberts discusses Packwood's early abortion rights advocacy and his connections with 
prominent women's groups and leaders, who liked having a white, Republican male U.S. 
senator standing up for abortion rights. Early on, she heard him say that abortion was a 
population control issue but she notes that he quickly caught on to the fact that it was a 
women's issue. She discusses the timeline of the formation of the National Organization for 
Women [NOW], the National Women's Policital Caucus, and the National Abortion Rights 
Action League [NARAL]. Roberts describes his image of being okay on women's issues but 
abortion was the only one he really advocated for. She lists other women's issues he did not 
act on.

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Abortion Women's 
issues



00:14:20 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 
harrassment allegations, part 3

Roberts observes that it was hard on the women in the Washington D.C. abortion rights 
community to learn of the allegations of harassment against Packwood. Many people had 
known about and discussed the impending Washington Post story. It came out that the Post 
had approached Packwood a few days before the election and he delayed getting back to 
them until after the election. She describes a campaign to discredit the women who accused 
Packwood of harassment,. She notes that even though she was aware a story was coming 
out, she was not prepared for the details or the number of women. She discusses several 
reasons why the women's stories had not come out before. 

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Media coverage Sexual 
harassment

00:17:42 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 
harrassment allegations, part 4

Roberts describes receiving a call from Nancy Roach with the Women's Rights Coalition about 
a press conference on the Packwood story. Roach suggested that Roberts could research 
what could be done about it, such as a recall election. She lists 10-12 women who met before 
the press conference and most decided to "wing it" rather than prepare a statement. At the 
press conference, Roberts mentioned that they were looking into the election laws. They 
were asked whether they thought Packwood should resign. Roberts, at the podium, said yes.

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Media coverage Women's 
issues

00:22:45 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 
harrassment allegations, part 5

Roberts notes that the easiest thing for Oregonians and for Packwood would have been for 
him to resign, "…but that underestimates Bob Packwood." [laughs]. Roberts discusses the 
details of a follow-up story a month later with allegations from 13 additional women. 
Packwood checked himself into an alcohol rehab facility after the story came out and she 
discusses how he tried to blame the assautls on his drinking. He stayed in the facility for less 
than two weeks and then held a press conference apologizing to the women. She notes that 
he became less credible over time. 

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Sexual 
harassment

Media 
coverage

00:26:34 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 
harrassment allegations, part 6

Roberts became involved with several lawyers analyzing what could be done about 
Packwood in a legal sense, including looking at election law. She describes why they also 
looked at violation of the racketeering statutes, concluding they did not have enough 
information at that point to charge him. Additionally, charging him would be up to the judicial 
branch such as the Attorney General or the Justice Deptartment in Washington D.C. They also 
examined whether he could be recalled but it seemed unlikely.

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Laws and 
legislation

Election 
practices



SR 1126 Oral History Interview with Betty Roberts
by Clark Hansen
Oregon Legislature Oral History Series
1992 March 24 - 1994 September 19 Compiled by: Cynthia Lopez
Tape 31, Side 2
1994 September 19
Time Stamp Title Synopsis Keyword Keyword Keyword

00:00:02 Interviewer calls this tape 30, side 2  but it is tape 31, side 2
00:00:09 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 

harrassment allegations, part 7
Roberts discusses initating a recall election and the likely "long, drawn-out court procedure" 
about whether it could be done. She and her legal colleagues looked at other ways of 
addressing the Packwood issue, such as filing complaints with the U.S. Senate to prompt the 
ethics committee to begin an investigation. She notes that a California attorney, Gloria R. 
Allred, sent in the first complaint. Roberts discusses how their options began to be reduced 
and she found it intriguing to learn about what could be done about the situation. 

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Election 
practices

00:03:01 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 
harrassment allegations, part 8

Roberts describes why she and her colleagues decided to ask the Senate not to seat 
Packwood. Many petitions were filed with the Rules Committee. She was at the U.S. Senate 
on opening day, noting that five women were U.S. senators that year, the most ever. She 
describes comments by both the majority and minority leaders on the floor of the senate 
regarding seating Packwood. The caucus decided to seat him conditionally, dependent upon 
the Rules Committee and Ethics Committee decisions. Roberts explains that the amount of 
outcry from Oregon and other states was enough for the senate to recognize the problem.

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Election 
practices

00:06:32 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 
harrassment allegations, part 9

Roberts describes the process of working on getting a hearing with the Rules Committee 
about why Packwood should not be seated and notes that other senators had not been 
seated in the past. The hearing took place and they voted unanimously to deny Roberts and 
colleagues' petitions, stating it was more of an Ethics Committee decision. She describes the 
process initiated by the committee and what they planned to investigate. Among other 
actions, they adopted the rape shield rule, which she explains. Roberts' team felt hopeful 
about the Ethics Committee's work.

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Election 
practices

Sexual 
harassment

00:10:25 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 
harrassment allegations, part 10

During this time, information about Packwood continued to come out in The Oregonion, 
including some additional accusations. Roberts notes that the Oregonian had been beaten to 
the story by the Washington Post, and that they had endorsed Packwood, so it had "egg all 
over its face." It was rumored that the Oregonian knew about Packwood's behavior for a long 
time and had killed the story. The paper published an editorial saying that Packwood should 
resign. Roberts describes the media and entertainment industry's interest in the story, noting 
that she appeared on several television shows to discuss it, and some of the ways they 
questioned the situation.

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Media coverage Sexual 
harassment

00:13:15 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 
harrassment allegations, part 11

Roberts' role became more intense when the Ethics Committee began investigating and 
taking depositions. She points out that anyone whose deposition is taken needs a lawyer and 
notes that Julie Williamson, one of the most outspoken of Packwood's accusers, was in 
contact with almost all of the women and believed they should all have legal representation. 
Roberts recruited approximately 15 lawyers for this purpose and notes their general locations. 
The Ethics Committee hired Linda Chapman to take on the depositions as her sole 
responsibility.

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Election 
practices

Women's 
issues



00:16:59 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 
harrassment allegations, part 12

The press contacted Packwood's ex-wife, Georgie Packwood, and she did not talk about it at 
the time, though she has since. Roberts describes some of what she has said to the press and 
how a picture of an unhappy marriage emerged. When Packwood returned to Oregon for 
speaking engagements as if nothing had happened, there were be demonstrations. She 
notes that Packwood offered access to part of his diary to the Ethics Committee when they 
took his deposition and why he did so. The committee then asked to see his entire diary and 
he refused.

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Election 
practices

Media 
coverage

00:20:40 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 
harrassment allegations, part 13

There was speculation that Packwood had solicited job offers from lobbyists for Georgie 
Packwood at the time of their divorce to avoid paying alimony, which violated the rules of the 
senate and possible the law. Roberts describes what the committee did to gain access to 
Packwood's diary after he refused it, prompting a two-day debate on the floor of the senate. 
No one had ever refused to turn over documents to the committee. The senate voted 94-6 to 
compel Packwood to turn over his diaries or have a court compel him to do so. They went to 
court.

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Divorce Laws and 
legislation

00:24:00 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 
harrassment allegations, part 14

Roberts describes the court battle over the diaries that went up to the Supreme Court. She 
describes why the diaries were sent to a third party first, who then sent them to the Ethics 
Committee. She describes a sensitive moment in the hearings  when it was reported that 
Packwood had decided to resign. He said he wasn't going to, but the Justice Department had 
subpoenaed his diaries. He felt he could better fight any criminal charge as a sitting senator. 

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Election 
practices

Crime

00:27:00 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 
harrassment allegations, part 15

Roberts notes that currently, in September 1994, the Justice Department and Ethics 
Committees are still working on the Packwood case. She describes other issues Congress is 
dealing with. She believes that there will not be a public hearing about Packwood, though she 
and other women lawyers have requested that from the Ethics Committee. She discusses 
receiving some calls from reporters asking her to update them on the Packwood case as 
other issues began to take precedence in the news, and what she has told them. The election 
is important because control of the senate is close.

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Election 
practices

Media 
coverage



SR 1126 Oral History Interview with Betty Roberts
by Clark Hansen
Oregon Legislature Oral History Series
1992 March 24 - 1994 September 19 Compiled by: Cynthia Lopez
Tape 31, Side 2
1994 September 19
Time Stamp Title Synopsis Keyword Keyword Keyword

00:00:02 Interviewer calls this tape 31, side 1  but it is tape 32, side 1
00:00:11 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 

harrassment allegations, part 16
Roberts discusses the continuation of the Packwood issue and how it might be impacted by 
Republican control of the senate after the election. She believes the Republicans would 
attempt to resolve the issue with something less than explusion. She notes the committee 
could discipline Packwood on other issues such as campaign violations or attempting to get a 
job for his ex-wife rather than on sexual harassment, and doing so would avoid the spectacle 
of a hearing with the women. She explains why they would like to avoid that.

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Republicans Sexual 
harassment

00:03:28 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 
harrassment allegations, part 17

Roberts notes that there is fear that Packwood's diaries could contain information that 
incriminates other senators and that some believe he used that as a veiled threat. She 
explains that there is not likely to be more news about the case until next year and she is 
continuing to communicate with the lawyers and some of the women. She mentions that they 
have raised funds to cover lawyers' expenses. She describes the Ethics Committee's 
discussion of the statute of limitations and why they decided that it was not relevant. 

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Election 
practices

Blackmail

00:07:34 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 
harrassment allegations, part 18

Roberts comments that she had "gotten it all out of her system" years ago regarding 
insinuations that she was vindictive after her loss to Packwood in the race for U.S. Senate in 
1974. She notes that her primary concern now is for the women and how to help them with 
their case, noting that once they went public with their stories, they needed support. Roberts 
discusses her role in the public eye as spokesperson trying to describe the legal ramifications 
of the situation to reporters, ahd what aspects of the case she felt were important for them to 
understand. 

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Campaigns - 
1974 - U.S. 
Senate

Media 
coverage

00:10:31 Robert W. Packwood's sexual 
harrassment allegations, part 19

Roberts was one of the guests on Pat Buchanan's radio talk show and the other guests 
included Packwood's spokespeople in Oregon. She describes the discussion she instigated. 
She notes that she needed to develop sound bite-sized answers to a variety of questions that 
would get her points across and notes questions about alcohol as an example. The bottom 
line was that he should resign. Roberts notes that Packwood has accomplished his immediate 
goal which was to delay. He will be up for election in 1998 and polling showed that voters did 
not want him for a senator. She does not know what her role in this case will be moving 
forward.

Packwood, 
Robert W.

Media coverage

00:14:59 Current status of Roberts' family At the present time, all of Roberts' children are doing well and employed. She shares the 
details of what her children and grandchildren are doing, as well as Keith D. Skelton's 
children. As of October 1994 they will have eleven grandchildren.

Skelton, Keith D. Family life

00:16:58 Description of Roberts' office 
walls

Roberts describes the items on the walls in her office. First, she describes the images and 
documents on her court wall. Next, she describes a wall filled with awards from different 
organizations and universities. She describes two photographs: one of a women's convention 
in Oregon in 1903 before suffrage, and one of Abigail Scott Duniway whose photograph 
showed her voting in 1914.

Accolades Women in 
politics



00:21:57 Roberts' thoughts on gun violence 
and the role of government

Roberts shares her thoughts crime as the biggest problem in Oregon and the country and 
how to make society safe again. She notes that people are using guns to solve disputes and 
notes the power of the NRA lobby. She discusses the problem of gun violence and her hope 
for it to be solved. She describes the primary function of government as providing a safe 
place for its citizens. 

Crime Laws and 
legislation

Role of 
government

00:24:15 Roberts is also very concerned about education. She discusses the importance of kids 
learning computing skills and opportunities for higher education being available to everyone, 
not just the wealthy. She also discusses the "melting pot" of the United States, that none of 
the country belonged to anyone except the Native Americans, and the challenges of a 
multicultural society. She notes there are lots of problems, but in the end, focus on the kids. 
She comments that she is looking forward to many more productive years and that she is in 
good health. 

Education - 
Affordability

00:26:54 Hansen and Roberts thank each other for the interview and conclude. 
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