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Introduction 
 

 

 

The following interview took place at the home of Rick Hawes on Tuesday the 18th of 

May 2010.  We discussed the life of Rick Hawes in relation to his involvement with the 

Rosetown Ramblers. 
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Session 1 
2010 May 10 

 
WJ:    So, I’m Wesley Jones. 

 

SL:      And I’m Stephanie Lumsden. 

 

HAWES:  And I’m Rick Hawes. 

 

WJ:   So um, we’re here to conduct and oral history about you, and your association with 

the Rosetown Ramblers. 

 

HAWES:  Right. 

 

WJ:   Um, So, yeah, let’s get started.  I think what we wanted to do was go ahead and 

start with a little of your own background and what led you to become part of the 

Rosetown Ramblers, so we’ll start with a few basics just to warm up. 

 

HAWES:  Sure 

 

WJ:   So um, when and where were you born at? 

 

HAWES:  I was born in Needham MA which is a town about 10 miles outside of Boston in 

Nov 9th 1950. 

 

WJ:   And how long did you, did you say it was Needle?   

 

HAWES:  Needham.  N E E D H A M. 
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WJ:   And how long did you stay there? 

 

HAWES:  I graduated from high school in 63 I was commuting to the University of MA in 

Boston for I think two years before I found my own place in Boston and left home.  

Actually in those days, well you don’t know Boston, but, uh, there’s downtown, there’s 

Boston Garden, Boston Common, and then there’s the public garden which is where 

there’s the swan boats and stuff, and then there’s Arlington, and running to either side of 

that is Berkley and commonwealth, I lived on Berkley street about half a block south, 

south?  Well about half a block down from the public garden, my room in an old 

Brownstone cost me about 25 dollars a week.   

 

WJ:   Oh 

 

SL:    Nice 

 

HAWES:  Yeah, you couldn’t touch that now.   

 

SL:    So Boston’s a long way from Portland.  How’d you end up all the way over here? 

 

HAWES:  I, eh, the only time my numbers’ come up in a lottery, was the draft lottery in 

1971 was the last one they had, my number was 80.  And that was low enough, high 

enough?  And I was drafted.  Eh, you had your choice in those days, you could allow 

yourself to be drafted or enlist, and I ran around to all of the recruiters, which was a trip!  

You never heard such lying in your life!  Such bald face lying.  Uh, the army wanted to 

give me 1100 dollars to enlist in the army and become, I would go into small arms 

maintenance with was a quick trip to Vietnam, which was not something I was looking 

for.  Uh, the Air force and the Navy recruiters had adjoining offices and listened through 

the wall to each other, uh, the Navy guy was telling me about all of the travel and how’d 

Id hate going to basic training in Texas because of the hellcat monsters and rattle 
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snakes.  The Air force guy was saying that’s bullshit and if you go with the Navy you’ll be 

on a ship and you may see the land, but you’re never going to get off the damn ship for 

six months at a time.  And I always knew…there was a movie… John Carpenter did a 

remake of THE THING a few years ago and the original, uh, was at a remote radar site in 

Alaska 

 

WJ:   Uh, uh, 

 

HAWES:  And they find an alien spacecraft under the ice, and the vegetable man that’s in 

here gets loose and kills everybody.  Uh, actually played by James Arness who was later 

Matt Dillon on GUN SMOKE, but somehow I knew from the moment I saw that movie, I 

was a little kid, I always knew that I would be at a remote radar station somewhere, and I 

ended up in the Air force and got tossed out of air traffic control training because I’m very 

very slightly red-green color blind which I didn’t know until then and ended up, uh, as 

what we called a scope dope sitting in front of a radar screen watching airplanes go 

around.  Uh, for ‘bout 3 years in Tacoma and a year sitting on top of a mountain 65 miles 

north of Fairbanks.   

 

WJ:   Hmm 

 

HAWES:  By the time that I got out of the Air force, my wife who was living in Tigard here 

with her aunt and uncle, uh, was pregnant, was working for U.S. National Bank and had 

benefits and me getting out of the Air force jobless, benefit less, it just seemed to make 

sense to stay right here. 

 

SL:    Hmmm 

 

WJ:   And so how long were you in the… 
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HAWES:  I was in the Air force for four years.  From seventy-two to seventy-six.   

 

WJ:   And so where did life take you from there? 

 

HAWES:  (Laughs) I had not graduated from U Mass.  Those days, uh, moratorium day, 

after Kent State, it was a big ruckus in colleges and my school was, was, a commuter 

school.  There we no dormitories for U Mass in Boston at the time, so most of us were 

working class kids, uh, and, just weren’t, we were there to get the education and not 

interested in all of the politics swirling around at the time.  So, Kent state and every other 

college in Boston, and there are lots of them, are all voting to strike and, and the student 

bodies are walking out.  We fiddled and farted and finally the faculty at U Mass said, 

“Screw this, were going on a strike, so do what ever you want.”  Uh, so between that sort 

of nonsense and I never, and I didn’t graduate before I ended up in the Air force and the 

first thing I did after the Air force was got a job at Jafco, which is long gone.  They sold 

cameras and electronics and whatever.  Uh, spent a year doing that to make sure I had 

my residency in Oregon, and then I went to Portland State.  A year and half there, 

finished up, and uh, I got an Urban Studies certificate from Portland State, I had majors in 

Sociology and a minor in English and I think I almost had a major in Psych too at the time, 

but uh, I wanted to go into urban planning.  And after looking at it for a while and 

realizing that with urban planning, you either work for the city and do what the politicians 

tell ya, or you work for the developers and do what they tell you and screw your 

conscious.  And with a baby and a wife and uh in need of a job, I said, “The hell with it,” 

and applied with the state and ended up, ended up commuting to Salem for thirty years 

working as a research analyst for the employment department.   

 

WJ:   Wow. 

 

HAWES:  (Laughs) so I kept track of…I ended up…my job was to keep track of every 

unemployment claim that was filled, whether it was paid or denied, if it was denied, why? 
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And if it was paid, how many times it was paid, how much it was paid and, and doing this 

for however many unemployment programs were running at the moment.  Basic ones 

with all the extensions and all the little ones.  So after thirty years of that and working 

with people in Salem I had had enough! 

 

(Laughter) 

 

HAWES:  So, I, I bailed out because  I’m a tier one, was a tier one State employee, I got 

the benefit of, um, being able to retire at fifty-five or thirty years or some kind of, anyway, 

I waited for the twenty nine and a half years and I was fifty-seven, fifty-eight?  Anyway, it 

was enough; I had had it up to there and then some, so, pshhh, gone!  I don’t regret it, I 

don’t miss it, and I don’t care!   

 

SL:    When did you get involved with the Ramblers?  Or how did you hear about that? 

 

WJ:   Yeah what brought that about? 

 

HAWES:  Uh, oh roll back the calendars.  Eighty four, yeah it was about 1984, that uh, 

having been married for twelve years or so, uh, uh, you reach your period, its time to give 

that up and come out, which I did.  And, passing over all that horrendous non-sense, I 

ended up, uh; I got a place on north east 19th?  Northwest 19th.  West side, northwest 

19th.  As the northwest at the time was the gay ghetto, that’s where everybody was.  Uh, 

it hadn’t gone too pricy yet.  But, uh, the building I was in was on 19th and next to it was a 

parking lot; there was a church across the street.  And across the parking lot was 

northwest service center.  And at this time I was hanging out with, hanging out, hanging 

out, or going to a regular group meeting of gay fathers, which seemed such like a 

sensible way to get into things.   
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In the, sometime in 1984, I can’t remember quite when it was, they were all 

enthusiastic about square dancing and they were going to the square dancing 

convention in Seattle.  And, well, square dancing is what you did in high school, when, 

eh, who cares.  They went and they all had a hell of good time apparently, I heard the 

endless stories.  So in the fall of ’84 which is when the Ramblers were starting their fall 

class, that would have been there second year, uh, one of the guys from that was, “well 

you should come over, the class is starting tonight,” I gotta’ wash my hair…I did the same 

thing the second week and said no and the third week I said, fine, to hell with it, I got no 

excuse, I’m a block away.  I went over.  Uh, overcame my reluctance to do something 

weird as square dancing.  Uh, and you know once you let that go, it was fun!  I had a 

good time, so I kept coming back to the classes.  The guy that forced me to go 

disappeared.  Uh, and I just, I just got into it.  I wasn’t never much of a bar person, I’m not 

much of a drinker and the whole, well the whole atmosphere of the bars in the 80’s was a 

little too intense frankly, uh and this was as AIDS was coming on, but, it hadn’t really 

touched Portland yet.  So people were, you were kind of aware of it, but it wasn’t a big 

deal.  In any case, with the square dancing I found it much easier to actually meet people.  

Your doing something, you’re actively involved with at least seven, eight other people in 

that square with all the other people around as well.  Didn’t need partners, you didn’t 

have to dress funny and all you had to do was learn the calls and uh, have fun!   

 

There was a…there was…I think there was only one woman involved in the club at 

the time.  Uh, and she was all enthusiastic about the Seattle convention she had gone to, 

and there was one coming up in…Denver, which would have been the second one.  Uh, 

and she wanted the Ramblers to do a convention too.  And she talked us all into it, uh, 

went to Denver, which was my first convention.  Uh, had a hell of a good time, and the 

person who was supposed to have gone to the board meeting of the International 

Association of Gay Square Dance Clubs to present out bid, uh, in the year I had known 

him, I had realized that he was…a major flake, and I stuck my head into the room where 

the board meeting was just to see if he’d shown up, just to tell them that we wanted to do 
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the convention.  And he hadn’t.  So I just invited my self in and sat down and, uh, since 

that board meeting in 1984 I have missed one board meeting. 

 

WJ:   Wow, 

 

HAWES:  As well as pretty much running two conventions, multiple fly-ins, other events, 

chairing the association and doing the medallion stuff as well.   

 

WJ:   So for those of us who may not know a lot about the Rosetown Ramblers, what can 

you tell us about the Rosetown Ramblers and how, you know, what are they, what do 

they do, and how do you get involved and different aspects? 

 

HAWES:  Well, uh, getting the years straight is the hard part.  Um, somewhere back in the 

late 70’s, uh, there was a group in Florida, and, they were vaguely interested in Square 

Dancing, and they were 24 and they had 3 squares and each square was, uh, sponsored 

by a different bar.  And this turned into some sort of competitive thing.  Now they all 

learned they had a record, and they learned what was on the record and learned to 

dance that.  Uh and that even…that fell apart eventually and sort of amalgamated into a 

single square dance club.  And decided that instead of just learning record, they got 

involved with the uh, it’s called Sets in Orders and it’s the published list of modern 

western square dance calls.  And it’s put together by Caller Labs, which is an 

organization of callers.  So they, they put together the list of calls and the definitions and 

separated into programs, like basic program, mainstream programs, plus, advance, 

advanced two, challenge 1,2,3 and whatever.  Uh, so they decided to learn that.   

 

Uh, couple people from there moved one to Denver and, I forget where the other 

one went to.  But they were the nucleus, so from them, there were clubs forming in 

Denver and Phoenix, San Francisco had its own thing going on, uh, and Seattle and 

Vancouver and it spread to Portland.  So there was a group in Portland that was helped 
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by some people in Seattle, learned how to do this, they started the Rosetown Ramblers 

in ’84.  uh, the first year, the first year, they had a caller; a woman who was from 

somewhere from down in the Valley—brand new square dance caller—and she was 

willing to call for this bunch of gay guys, even though it caused her no end of problems 

with the straight square dance community.  And no end of problems did she have with 

the gay community either, there apparently were a couple of people in that first group 

that were, bitchy to the max!  And thought they knew, well anyway, they drove her away 

after their first year and the Ramblers didn’t think that they were going to have another 

class.   

 

Two of the guys, Robert Hodge and Paul Kilgore I think, thought, “well we got the 

list of calls, we’ve got these records from Jack Lazare that uh, take you through the 

whole list of calls and he, the Lazare records would teach you the call and run you 

through it and you kept adding on to it,” and they thought if they knew enough about the 

calls that they could help teach class that way.  Uh, and that’s the one I got pulled into.   

And as it went along there were a couple of other guys who had apparently thought that 

the whole thing was over because they didn’t have a caller, uh, Larry Mirkenson and 

Clint, Clint something, I can’t remember his name, they decided, “Ok this seems to be 

working, we want back in,” so for a while we had four different teachers who would fight 

for time to be teaching.  Uh, things, there were a lot of egos involved at the time, and uh, 

some of the, the board member meetings of the Ramblers turned into screaming 

matches.  It was not fun to be around.  Uh, but it, well, well, what I found with all the 

square dancing over the years, is true with any social organization is true of academic 

organizations as well, is that, the more trivial the matter, the more, the more violent the 

temper.  Uh, and that’s the way it went.  I was interested enough and I enjoyed doing it, I 

liked most of the people we were square dancing with and going out of town to Seattle 

or the convention in Denver.  You meet a lot more people and it starts building up.  You 

have a lot more fun and the temperamental issues sort of even out because you have 

more people to spread them around in.   
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WJ:   Right. 

 

SL:    Ok, I guess I wanted to ask you Rick, um, the relationships you built, the friendships 

and everything you built, during your time with the Ramblers, like what has that meant for 

your life, or your survival, I guess? 

 

HAWES:  Well, I, I don’t know where I’d be if I hadn’t done this.  I can’t think of anything 

else that I would have gotten involved in as much.  Here there were sort of um, my 

temperament, uh, there were vacuums in organization, and oh a place to stick your oar in 

the water and get some control over the situation.  Uh, well, like that meeting in Denver, 

where I didn’t trust that person to show up and I stuck my head in the door, uh, that lead 

to a whole raft of things, and with the Ramblers, uh, as, as some people got bored with it 

and moved on, and needed to get more people in, so there’s the recruiting aspect of it, 

and nobody wants to be President forever because you have responsibly so eventually 

become, you get on the board and become President and its your responsibility, and I 

like that, it was much more fun than work.  And something in the community, it gave me a 

chance to um, well to get to know these other people and around the country, in Canada 

and even Japan, oddly enough.   

 

So these days, not that I’m traveling much at the moment, while I’m working on the 

house, if I wanted to, there is some sort of gay square dance thing going on somewhere 

in the country or in Canada, almost every weekend of the year and I could be doing 

those, and most of the time, I wouldn’t need to pay for a hotel because I know somebody 

in that city who would put me up.  Lots of advantages to that!  And some of this, the 

convention aspect of it, I had for year before gay square dancing, I had been involved 

with science fiction conventions.  Um, with the (Porsfous?) crowd here in Portland, many 

of whom I still hang out with, and going to science fiction conventions, so as our 

convention for Portland came up, uh, I was sufficiently familiar with convention 
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organization that, even thought it wasn’t my time politically to be chair of that convention, 

I was sort of the, uh, behind the thrown, chair of the convention telling them how this 

needs to be organized and how you need to do this and this and something else, so, and 

I got my chance to do it my own way completely in 98 when we did it again. 

 

SL:    Wow 

 

WJ:   So, now this, you joined in 84 and now, shortly after were the different measure, 

late ‘80’s early ‘90’s that, um, were put on by what, the Oregon… 

 

HAWES:  Lon Mabon  

 

SL:    The OCA?  [Oregon Citizen’s Alliance, anti-gay group] 

 

WJ:   The OCA how did that…how did those affect, not only you, but the Rosetown 

Ramblers?  Were there any hardships that came about from that or any discriminations? 

 

HAWES:  None, really that affected us.  Square dancing is a pretty insular little world, uh, 

and people had their own politics, but a lot of us, couldn’t take Lon Mabon and company 

seriously.  Uh, we didn’t do too much actively to oppose any of that, we were just there.  

We did on a couple of occasions, I remember the first one, and we went to visit a straight 

square dancing group out in Tualatin.  We knew somebody who was apart of that group 

and she said, “Oh, it’ll be fine, don’t worry about it.”  So, we all put on our club shirts, 

which were plain blue western shirts at the time and we all showed up at the grange out 

in Tualatin much to the surprise of many of the people who were there.  Some of them 

didn’t realize who and what we were and a few who did.  And, a large percentage of the 

people there just went along with it just fine, so we were representing ourselves out in 

the straight community.  And as time has gone on, uh, and as we’ve had more dance 

experience and as we’ve moved up in the programs, uh you get to a certain point where 
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people don’t care who you are so long as you can dance.  Or a lot of the straight groups 

there are a lot of single women because their husbands have died and if they don’t have 

a partner, frequently they don’t dance and if we show up, we generally don’t show up as 

partners so we’re always a free guy to dance with. 

 

WJ:   Right. 

 

HAWES:  And there are, there was an incident one night at a straight function out by 

Capitol Hill.  Uh, the woman and her husband who ran that were fun and they enjoyed 

having us around, we were younger than they were.  Uh, she did, what’s the proper term 

for it?  Well, she and her husband were in a square over here, and there were several of 

us in a square over here, and she and her husband jumped from that square to this 

square, so two guys from this square jumped into their square to take their place.  And 

things were OK until it came around that one of the straight men was going to have to 

swing one of the gay men.  And he got this look on his face and he stopped and he 

stepped back out of the square and put his arms across his chest and just stood there.  

And, square dance etiquette, you do not, under any circumstance leave a square.  Uh, so 

they, they finished up without ‘em, and the, Doris, the woman who was sort of running 

things, went over to him and shoved her finger in his face and read him the (Riot) act for 

what he did, for why he did it and her husband had to come and pull her away, but then 

her husband got in the middle of it and he was giving them (inaudible) for it too.  We 

never had a problem after that. 

 

WJ:   And what was that act you mentioned? 

 

HAWES:  It was a straight square dance and I can’t, I don’t know if they had a name for 

the event at the time, it was just one of their weekly, weekly or monthly dances.   

 

WJ:   And the… 
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HAWES:  Well the first time we had gone to the straight square dance things, we would 

go with our own square.   

 

WJ:   Uh, huh. 

 

HAWES:  So we would force anyone else to put up with us.  There was one, one of the 

ones that really broke the water, uh, there were maybe six or eight squares on the floor 

and the caller was doing something, and everybody on the square, when you screw 

something up and the square falls apart because you’re not following the calls, it’s called 

a breakdown.  Every one of these squares, six or eight squares, every square, except 

ours, kept breaking down.  And the called was kind of exasperated, and he finally 

pointed back at us and said, “Just do what they’re doing!”  And after that, uh, the straight 

couples would come and ask us to dance in their squares, because we were good, we 

could be trusted to dance fine and the gay aspect of it was just shut to the side. 

 

WJ:   Right. 

 

SL:    So was it as important then, as far as gay square dancing and going to like straight 

dances, was it important to have straight allies like this woman who shoved her finger in 

that guys face? 

 

HAWES:  It didn’t hurt; it made us feel more comfortable.  In some ways, I think that 

maybe we were more uncomfortable going to their event than they were with us being 

there.  And we didn’t know what to expect.  It was a few of us against a lot of them.  And 

so they could have made it very uncomfortable, but they never did.  You know, they 

might have been a bit curious, uh, but eventually quite accepting, and just fine. 
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WJ:   So what were, thinking back on some of your experiences that you’ve had good 

and bad, what are your fondest memories?  We’ll start with the good. 

 

SL:    Yeah, the good memories are better.  Or the most wild memories. 

 

HAWES:  Well I remember at the Denver convetion, since that was my first really out of 

town square dance thing with a whole bunch of, and it was mostly gay men at the time, I 

think even today it runs about eighty percent men to twenty percent women and for 

years it was a struggle to keep females in the round.  What would happen, wed have our 

first few nights of lessons that were free to get people in, and uh, and on the first night, 

two women, individuals, would show up and they didn’t know each other, and they were 

surrounded by men.  Well clearly they were uncomfortable and the next week, they 

wouldn’t be there.  And then the next week, two more women would show up and they’d 

look around, and no women and they’d leave.   

 

So it was a struggle to get women sufficiently interested to stay so that you can 

get that little core so that when women do come they would see other women there and 

will stay.  Uh, but Denver was really my first big social event that was, it was really gay.  

Uh, and people seems to be quite normal, eh, well, put quotes around it.  Well, the whole 

drag thing never did anything for me, it was quite weird, it took me a while to get used to 

it, uh, but at that Denver convention there was a guy named Freeman Stamper, uh, who 

was well over six feet to begin with and Freeman appeared in his, very high heels, with a 

big, big poufy dress with all the crinolines under it, uh, and outrageous hair!  So he was 

easily seven foot tall in all of this stuff with flags sticking out of his hair, and he and a 

number of his friends from San Francisco were the Bradley family.  Uh, so dancing with 

men in crinolines and big hair got to be fun fairly quickly… 

 

SL:    Yeah 
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HAWES:  And  then knowing the person underneath all of the jazz was just Ok, alright, it 

was just something they like to do and I don’t have to care for it myself very much, but 

they’re having fun so what the hell, why not?  And one of the men in the Ramblers, uh, I 

was at, it was the family zoo, one night and a friend of mine, Dennis, came in and there 

was a woman with him.  And, very vivacious, and it took me a few minutes to realize that 

the woman he was with was actually a guy named, Jim, uh, who, uh, Jim was a very mild, 

shy, chubby little bald guy, but put on the wig and the dress and he was a completely 

different person.  And he was the first person I know to have the surgery and the 

transition thing which we all had to go through with him, and please, there are some 

things I do not need to see!  Although we had to, So uh, yeah, its, it was a learning 

process and square dancing helped me get more comfortable with a lot of the aspects of 

the gay world that were either off-putting of just not my thing.  So that’s, that’s a good 

thing to come from square dancing.   

 

And some of my other good moments, the Denver convention, the uh, the grand 

march when all the clubs come in at the opening ceremonies in San Francisco, in ’86 was 

a wonderful grand march.  The enthusiasm was just incredible, everyone, it was just 

wonderful.  Didn’t have another one like until the 10th convention, which was in Seattle at 

the UW and we used the court yard, big brick courtyard for the grand march and that was 

great.  We had a huge banners, it was very exciting.  Uh, the convention we had here in 

Portland in 87, uh, people would not believe it if I said so now, I, I was a very shy kid and 

relatively shy person, and I was President of the Ramblers that year and I had to sort of 

give a welcoming speech and I had never spoken, last time I had spoken in front of a 

group of people was maybe in eighth, well it was in high school, when I had to recite a 

speech from, from Shakespeare, Cleopatra and it was a horrible experience.  So here I 

am again, I have to say something, and I realize, I’ve met all of these people, six hundred 

and fifty people out there, and I’ve pretty much met them all, uh, so basically I’m just 

talking to my friends, it just happened to be up on the stage with a microphone, so get 

over it.  Uh, so my first public speaking experience was in front of a square dance crowd 
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and that is how I got through it, and uh, and they’re hesitant to let me anywhere near a 

microphone anymore, but, because I do this medallion thing, in Chicago this year, uh, at 

the opening ceremonies, I will have to give a little speech and give away the twenty year 

medallions.   

 

Then, uh, at the banquet later in the week, uh, later in the weekend, then I will, 

present the ten year medallions, so then I get the microphone again in front of 1000, 

1100, 1200 people.  Uh, and then I have to introduce the uh, the medallion tip, which is, a 

tip is a singing call, a pattern call and its uh, so they do a special thing for the medallion 

recipients, so they want me to introduce that.  Uh, I’ll be at the board meeting as usual 

and there in the past, uh, they have threatened to bring a ball gag to shut me up.  Uh, 

well, so I get a lot of microphone time these days, and I have no trouble standing in front 

of a whole bunch of people and just blathering on endlessly.  So that has been one of the 

major things from square dancing is that, I’ve overcome whatever fear of crowds and 

stage and public speaking I ever had. 

 

WJ:   That’s good, 

 

SL:    Yeah, Um, do you have any, I don’t know, I guess you used the word bitchy earlier, 

any… 

 

HAWES:  Well it’s appropriate… 

 

SL:    Any, I don’t want to say politics with the Ramblers, but like you were saying 

animosity… 

 

HAWES: There were some people that you got along with less than other people and 

maybe avoided. My history with the ramblers has been up and down. There was the year 

after we did our convention in 87 I was elected chair of the association that year, and I 
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was supposed to be teaching the basic dance in the fall, again I’m not a square dance 

caller but I know all the calls and I can walk people through. At the last minute the newly 

elected board at the ramblers pulled me aside and said, and this sort of came out of their 

mouths in a rush, that since I’d been elected chair of the association they though I’d be 

much too busy to teach the class, and they were gonna let this other person do it. Oh 

and by the way, all the stuff that I had left over from the convention, they wanted me to 

bring it the next week. 

 

WJ:  Oh [laughter] 

 

SL [laugh] 

 

HAWES: Yeah, oh. And I said, ‘well ok fine, you can do what you want. But if you want the 

stuff from the convention,’ which was pretty much left over coffee mugs and all sorts of 

paper work, then you can come get it, I’m not going to bring it to you. So for the next 

year, the year that I was chair of the association, the ramblers pretty much shoved me out 

the door. My partner and I showed up at a dance around late that year, rose festival time, 

it was a Portland state at Lincoln hall or smith, anyway we were there, and someone from 

Portland walked up and asked where we had come from and do we come to Portland 

often. And I said well no, we lived in Portland we just haven’t come around much. And 

that group of people that were running the ramblers that year, well of the four of them, 

two of them are dead, one’s long gone, and the other one I see on occasion. We get 

along ok now, because we sort of let the past go away. But things weren’t going well 

with them running things, a lot of people objected to the way they did things and at the 

AIDS walk that year and a couple people, who were then one new in the club and 

someone I’d known for years, pulled me aside at the AIDS walk and tried to talk me into 

running for office again. I said ummm. Well we cut a deal and I showed up that summer 

and started being nice and saying that I’m just here to dance. Come the election in fall for 

the new board and I ran for president and I had talked to these other people who wanted 
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me to run, ok if you’ll run for this position I’ll do this. I remember the night of the vote, 

they never did announce what the tally was but I looked across the room and I could see 

the faces of these people who had shoved me out the door the year before and it was 

unanimous shock of their faces they simply expected to walk away with the election 

again because they were doing so great and everybody else thought they were doing 

shit. So I won and I was magnanimous in winning. 

 

[Laughter] 

 

HAWES: One of them was to teach the basic class again that year, and I thought well just 

because you did this to me doesn’t mean I’ll do it to you so by all means teach the class. 

And we eventually had to fire his ass. He had decided that he was gonna be a square 

dance caller and he was gonna use the class to teach himself to call and I had to remind 

him continuously week to week that these people aren’t here for you to learn to call 

they’re here to learn to square dance and if you can’t teach them to square dance then 

you’re out. And out he went 

 

SL:   Hmmm. 

 

WJ:  Wow. 

 

HAWES: And in that particular class was Scott Philips one of the other people that are 

being interviewed by your class. So Scott and I have known each other for a long time 

now. 

 

So yeah, at the association level I’ve managed to piss off more than one person, 

sometimes deliberately and sometimes accidentally. But yeah there’s been some 

occasional animosity there particularly with one stupid son of a bitch from Los Angeles 

whose name is Paul Waters but we don’t speak his name because he’s such an asshole. 
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 [Laughter] 

 

HAWES: But it’s nothing personal 

 

 [Laughter] 

 

WJ:  So you were speaking about the medallions, have you won any type of award? 

 

HAWES: yeah, actually, At the first convention, which I was not at, somebody took a pair 

of cowboy boots and spray painted them gold and they were sort of an ornament I guess 

in front of the stage, but then somebody took one of the boots and gave it to a guy 

named Art Smith, as an award for having helped put it all together or what have you. The 

other boot was welded, I guess is the term, the other boot was welded to the wire frame 

of the lamp shade and a strainer of some sort and turned into a crown. Which eventually 

became the crown of the Honky Tonk Queen which is another story entirely. 

 

[Laughter] 

 

But the boot that went to Art became the golden boot award and was passed 

along for a few years until freeman Stanford got it and retired it and he came up with 

these [sounds of awards clanking] little dangles. These are referred to as dangles. Came 

up with a little dangle like this, and what would happen is that the person who received 

the golden boot award because it wasn’t an official award or an association award it 

wasn’t anything, then it was their responsibility, if they wanted to, to select someone else 

the next year to receive the golden boot. So this has been going on since 1984 – 1985 

and my turn came up in 2003 much to my surprise. 
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Andy Shore, the guy who had received it in 2002, had decided to give it to me, 

and this was his reasoning for passing the award along to me.  [Mr. Hawes gave us a 

piece of paper with Mr. Smith’s award announcement on it for us to read]  And it’s not. . .  

You don’t win it, you receive it. 

 

SL:   You’re the sofa?  

 

 [Laughter] 

 

HAWES: When we did the convention in 98 here in Portland I had a nice badge made up 

for myself and I had a second one made up since I had been the chair, and as soon as 

the convention was over I switched that badge for one that said sofa. So I became the 

sofa. 

 

SL:   That’s cute. 

 

 [Laughter] 

 

HAWES: And as he was reading the speech, and the idea is you don’t identify who the 

person is you kinda lead up to it, when he said curmudgeon somewhere there toward 

the end and I realized, oh shit, it’s me. So with a few rare exceptions it always seems to 

come as a massive surprise to whoever is receiving it, and I knew immediately who I was 

gonna pass it on to. But, on the way home on the airplane I made my list of the people 

who I thought should be recognized this way and the one name just kept coming back to 

the top so I knew immediately who I was gonna pass it to I just had to wait for a year to 

do it. And I’ve talked to other people who’ve received it and it’s pretty much the same 

thing, you know immediately what you’re gonna do with it you just have to convince 

yourself that it really is the right decision. And that was very nice, I was quite shocked. 
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WJ:  That is nice. Now would you consider that one of our proudest moments? Do you 

have other proud moments being involved with the Rosetown ramblers? 

 

HAWES: That was a proud moment and again that’s sort of outside the Ramblers, much 

of my square dancing involvement has gone beyond the Ramblers. For many years I 

represented the Ramblers at the board meetings, until I finally talked somebody else into 

it. Scott Philips and I are now representing the heads to the center which is the other gay 

square dance club here in Portland. Speaking of things that got me into trouble with the 

Ramblers. 

 

[Laughter] 

 

HAWES: A group of us, the Ramblers do basic classes, mainstream classes, and plus 

which is the first three levels or programs however you want to think of them. There was 

a group of us that wanted to learn, well we learned advanced on our own there’s 

advanced one and two and a group of us learned that one year, then a small group of us 

wanted to learn challenge which is the next level up. And we talked about it and thought 

you know, the ramblers can’t handle all of this stuff, it’s enough for them to do the basic 

mainstream classes they can’t do a challenge class as well. So we went and found 

ourselves a caller and in somebody’s basement, secretly we didn’t tell anyone we were 

doing it, learned the first level of challenge. When the ramblers found out they were very, 

very unhappy. Not only because we had done it secretly, which I never thought was 

really that good an idea anyway and we did pay the price for that, but because we were 

trying to destroy the ramblers by forming this other club that was going to do advanced 

and challenge. It took a lot of convincing to get them beyond that, so now the ramblers 

do the basic, mainstream and plus and heads to the center, we do the advanced classes 

and we tried the challenge class, but as you go up through these levels fewer and fewer 

people want to keep going up there. so by the time you get to challenge you got a small 

group of people to work with and in the entire square dance straight and gay community 
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here in Portland there aren’t that many challenge dancers so getting enough people 

together to do a class can be a problem so we don’t do it very often.  

 

But still, it was a major stink as far as the ramblers are concerned and it’s taken 

them awhile to get over it and get used to it. Because the heads to the center wouldn’t 

exist without the Rosetown ramblers so it behooves us to support the Ramblers anyway 

that we can so that we get square dancers coming in so that if anybody’s interested in 

moving on then we have a home for them when they get there. 

 

SL:   I was wondering what you think Rick, if you think that the ramblers or the heads to 

the center I guess, serve the same purpose socially that they did for gay and lesbian 

individuals that it did in the 80’s. 

 

HAWES: No. Umm, for a lot of people, and me included when I said that I wasn’t that 

comfortable in the bars. A lot of people found square dancing as a much more relaxed 

way of meeting people. And country western was coming into its own at the time so 

people had that crossover interest. These days country western is fading unfortunately, 

and the square dancing, it’s a lengthy commitment of time to learn the square dancing. It 

can take six months, and a night a week for six months and plus the monthly square 

dance that you got to practice your growing skills. And a lot of people won’t make that 

commitment anymore. The entire square dance community, gay/ straight, has been 

suffering over this for years. The straight national convention that was here in Portland in 

the late 90’s I think had like, 30,000 people. And one of their more recent straight 

national conventions couldn’t quite get 10,000.  

 

WJ:  Oh wow. 

 

SL:   Jeez. 
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HAWES: It’s dying rapidly. A lot of the problem is that, the older people involved in the 

straight community, they’re used to that, it’s been referred to as the 50’s style party 

dresses, and they won’t give them up. They won’t give up their rules generally at many of 

their larger event and national conventions, you aren’t even allowed in the building 

unless, as a woman, you’re wearing an appropriate skirt which is either a prairie skirt or 

the big thing with the crinolines. And the men have to be wearing long pants and 

preferably long sleeved shirts but maybe not necessarily these days. No jeans. 

 

WJ:  Oh wow. 

 

HAWES:  So a lot of people are like, I’m not going to put up with that nonsense, if they 

don’t want me the way I want to dress then I’m not going. The gay community on the 

other hand, we don’t give a shit, wear what you want or don’t. We don’t care if you’re gay 

or straight. we don’t care if you’re gay/straight/ or, well, we had an ongoing fight for years 

over the name of the association which is the international association of gay square 

dance clubs, well, lesbian, so it’s now the international association of gay square dance 

clubs a gay and lesbian organization. Then there was a move to slip trans-gendered in 

there, and that was another one that got me into trouble because, just give it a fucking 

rest.  

 

 [Laughter] 

 

It is what it is. So we’re holding our own. We have clubs popping up even as clubs 

die for lack of support but in the straight world it’s just collapsing. Because of the 

costumes, because of the time commitment, they’re trying all sorts of things to get the 

time commitment shorter, all different sorts of lesson plans to get people dancing. They 

just can’t seem to give up the clothing rule. Which is just stupid. Where was I going with 

that? Somewhere, I was just complaining. 
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 [Laughter] 

 

Oh yeah, well the world has changed since the 80’s for sure. And we’re much 

more visible, more comfortably visible than we were at the time. Much less ghettoized for 

sure. And there are lots of other things to do. And square dancing always has had that 

reputation for being kinda weird and corny. It’s actually, not so much a physical exercise, 

although you can get quite a bit of physical exercise out of it depending on what you’re 

doing, but it’s much more a combination of intellectual and physical. You have to be 

aware of what’s going on you have to be aware of what seven other people are doing 

around you, you have to know what you’re supposed to do. And you’ve learned all these 

calls but the way the caller spits them out at you there’s no pre-planning to that. You 

don’t know what’s coming next. You might assume you do, and you might get away with 

most of the time with some experience, but then you’ll be thrown for a loop at the wrong 

time because you thought you knew what was coming next and you didn’t. I’ve square 

danced with people as old as 95. Who might have been a little slow, but their brains are 

still working and they can power through it all. 

 

WJ:  Wow. 

 

HAWES: One of our regular callers, who lives in BC. She used to drag her son along all 

the time. So he’s been surrounded by gay square dancing since he was just a little kid 

and it’s never been any problem for him, he loves to dance. So it’s a wide range of 

straight, gay, very young, very old and there’s room for everybody. 

 

WJ:  so you touched on it a little bit, but what is your current role in the association? What 

do you do for them? 

 

HAWES: officially I am the medallion step-mother. Step-mother as I was telling you 

because, the person who originated this project which is really a glorified attendance 
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reward, once he got it up and rolling in about 1997 he made it known that he’d done his 

part now if this was going to keep going somebody else was going to have to pick it up 

and do it because he was done. And apparently nobody he favored came rushing 

forward so he called me one night and beat me about the head and shoulders and it took 

me a couple weeks and I finally agreed to take it over. So since about 98-99, I have been 

the step-mother of the medallion project which involves keeping track of all the data from 

each convention, keeping track of everyone who has attended a convention. And at their 

tenth convention they receive a medallion with their name and the city they received it in 

engraved on the back.  

 

WJ:  Oh wow. 

 

HAWES: And there have been about 50 people a year who get that. Then as of 2003 

which, was the 20th convention we had to do something, so I had to recognize the 

people who had attended 20 conventions. Again engraved on the back. And in between 

a couple of people who said oh 25 is a much more important date than 30, why do we 

have to wait. So now every year some people have to get a 25 and in a couple more 

years there’ll be a small group of people will have attended 30 of our annual conventions 

and they will get something for that. The idea originally was that the gay community 

wasn’t really known for dedication or commitment to anything so Freeman had decided 

that anybody who was officially dedicated or committed to our activity to have attended 

the 10 conventions should be given recognition of some sort. And I’ve been surprised at 

doing it that people now make it a goal, they want to attend their 10 conventions so they 

can get their medallion so even if they are otherwise disinclined to square dance they’ll 

still make the annual convention their vacation so that they can get another year towards 

getting their medallion. 

 

WJ:  Now does that include the design of the medallions as well? 
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HAWES: How so? 

 

WJ:  I mean do you design the medallions? 

 

HAWES: Oh, well Freeman designed the original ten year one with the interlocking 

squares and whatever the hell he put here on the back so we kept it that design even 

though this is one of the originals which are made of some sort of pot medal by friends of 

his who were in the plumbing business. I had to have more made and they were made by 

a stamping processing factory in Mexico. And I’m looking to have more made so I’m 

going to have to find that again. The 20 year, which I did design, is actually the FOB 

keychain. I couldn’t find what I wanted anywhere else and saw these key chains, so I take 

the key ring part of it off and just keep the FOB. And there’s a business out in Lake 

Oswego, getting things engraved is interesting. Generally speaking if you don’t purchase 

something from a shop they will not do the engraving for you for you. To find an engraver 

that will engrave what you bring is rare. So this shop will engrave whatever I bring them. 

Rather than charging me per letter which is what they usually do, he gives me a flat rate 

for as many as I’ve got. He engraves the design on the front of these and does the 

engraving on the back. One of the things about square dancing is badge makers. Clearly. 

 

[Mr. Hawes showed us his vest decorated in many badges] 

 

[Laughter] 

 

WJ:  Yeah. 

 

HAWES: The File’s, husband and wife, have a badge making business. They travel 

around to square dance events everywhere and have their square dance badges and 

they make individual ones up because they have the cutting equipment with them. They 

do a lot of business with Disney. Joanne and bob were getting older and one of Joanne’s 
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sons, who happened to be gay, has pretty much taken over the business, he and his 

partner have. So now to get badges made we call the boys. And in this case since I had 

to do something for 25 and I didn’t want to get involved with more ribbons again I came 

up with a fairly simple design that they could do on their machines, it’s a plastic badge 

with a magnet on the back. So I add my copies up, decide how many I need, and e-mail 

the boys and tell them how many I need and they’ll have them for me when I get to the 

convention.  

 

SL:   Nice. 

 

HAWES: and for years, when I took over the project from Freeman it was with the 

understanding that it was. .. .  Freeman was the manager in a law office so I’ve got all 

sorts of legal paper work which gives me all right, claim, and title to the medallion project 

so that I actually own it. And in owning it for most of the years I was doing it the money to 

do it came out of my pocket for buying the ribbon, getting the engraving done. And it 

was a bit of a stretch some years. But since it wasn’t an official association project then I 

gladly paid for it, it was no big deal. The board of the association finally talked me into 

accepting money from them, so now when I get it done, well I just ordered another three 

dozen of the twenties, and that’s gonna cost me 500 bucks, and when we get to the 

convention I will have presented my list of expenses they’ll write me a check to cover 

them. 

 

SL:   Well that’s nice.  

 

HAWES: And this way, since I don’t want to keep doing this forever, I’m not desperately 

yet looking for somebody else to take over. I plan to go through the thirties and after the 

thirties is somebody else doesn’t step up, well that’s going to be the end of it because 

I’m not going to keep doing it. But by letting the association pay for it I’m taking the 

financial burden off of talking somebody else into taking it over. Who that might be, I 
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don’t know. It needs someone with a certain amount of personality who doesn’t have any 

trouble standing up in front of 1,000 people. 

 

SL:   Right. 

 

HAWES: And who can also keep track of the data. Get the ribbons made, get the 

medallions engraved, get all this stuff and cart it around the country. I used to carry it; 

well they were getting too damn heavy, but with the TSA if you send something through 

the x-ray machine. Now there are 50 of these, and the x-ray machine sees this shape. 

Can you imagine what this shape looks like? It looks like a hand grenade. 

 

WJ:  Oh. 

 

SL:   Oh.  

 

[Laughter] 

 

HAWES: I was talking to one of the TSA people in Phoenix when I was coming back with 

those and I asked what it looked like and they said, oh yeah it looks like a hand grenade. 

I decided at that point that I wasn’t going to carry them anymore, now I find someone 

who’s at the convention location and I ship them ahead UPS and they can have them 

there for me and I don’t have to worry about all that nonsense.  

 

SL:   Yeah, that’s not what you want to do. 

 

[Laughter] 

 

HAWES: Life just gets overly complicated. 

 



Hawes  SR 11459 
 

29 
 

Well, let’s see. Other highlights, let’s see . . .  these two badges represent the two 

Portland conventions and I designed those. This one, I had to fight, see how the star 

sticks out the side there.  

 

[Mr. Hawes shows us his badge] 

 

‘Oh that’s gonna catch in people’s clothes, it’s gonna tear stuff and people are 

gonna get cut.’ And that’s one of the occasions during this where I said fine, do it your 

way but I’m gonna quit. ‘Well no, no, you don’t have to quit, we’ll do it your way.’ So I got 

away with that and then just to nail the point in 10 years later when we did it again. . .  

 

[Another badge is shown] 

 

HAWES: It’s nothing but points. 

 

[Laughter] 

 

I do like to get my own petty little revenge. 

 

[Laughter] 

 

HAWES: And the vests, which we don’t do anymore unfortunately. Somebody got the 

idea one year for these vests with the rose on the front and the Rambler’s logo on the 

back. It’s beautifully done, but the vests cost some money and the embroidery was 

costing a fortune so they finally gave up on that. And I don’t know who did the original 

design, I’ve never known. It’s been fixed up a couple times because the original is long 

gone, and we kept getting photo copies of photo copies so every now and then it has to 

be done over. And I’ve done it over myself a couple times once I had a computer and a 

graphics program, getting everything straightened up, so that’s always something else to 



Hawes  SR 11459 
 

30 
 

do. And, one of the other things I’ve done for the Ramblers for several years on and off I 

did the newsletter. Which gave me an excuse to, not only waste time at work. . .  

 

[Laughter] 

 

HAWES: But to use equipment that the state had that I couldn’t afford, at that time 

anyway. 

 

WJ:  Right. So what do you see as your future with them or the association? Where would 

you like to go? 

 

HAWES: Well, now that I’m retired it gives me more opportunity to travel and I’d like to 

travel and see some of the other clubs. Once I get this thing under control. I would like. .  

Some of us have an ongoing joke, we pay our registration to go to convention every 

year, and we don’t dance. I’m going to Chicago this year and I’ll have the microphone on 

three to four occasions and I’ll be sitting at my table having people checking with me for 

the medallion stuff and I will print out the entire data base so that people can come and 

make corrections, which is always necessary. So I’ll spend most of my time sitting around 

socializing and never get to dance. And there are a number of individuals like that and 

their joke is that we should be able to pay the non-dancer fee to attend the conventions 

because we don’t get the chance to.  

 

I’d like to get the chance to dance. To not be in charge of something and not have 

to go to the board meetings and, I enjoy it, but this is my 25th convention this year, after 

25 of these I want to square dance. It’s nice being involved, it’s nice having a measure of 

control over what happens, or having people differ to you because they either enjoy your 

experience or they’re afraid of you. I’d like to relax. The convention is in Chicago Fourth 

of July weekend this year and I have a bunch of stuff to do there as usual, board 

meetings on Thursday, I have to catch up with people to give them their 20’s, people 
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doing their 25’s are going to lead the grand march if I can herd them in and talk them into 

doing it, I have to do a presentation then, I have to do a presentation at the banquet, god 

only knows when I’ll get involved in the board meeting. Plus, because I’ve been around 

so long and I know everybody I tend to be politically connected to everybody so things 

get run past me, which is wonderful. It’s nice to feel important like that, a big fish in a 

relatively small pond. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

And nothing really earth shaking to come out of it, but it’s fun and keeps me 

amused. But once that convention is over on Fourth of July weekend then I’m back here 

and Scott Philips and I are doing the west coast gay advanced and challenge weekend in 

September out at the airport Sheridan. So we’ve already got the hotel contract signed, 

we got the caller contract signed, we’ve got half the people that we need who have 

already paid for it and now we got to hustle the other half before the bills start coming 

due. So we’ve got that to do and there’s the rambler’s fall fly in which is in October and 

whatever else I can stick my finger in. So there’s always something to do and I don’t 

mind, yes, I do like being on top of the organization. 

 

WJ:  So in conclusion, people are going to be listening to this in the future, is there one 

thing that you would like anyone to know about you or the Rosetown Ramblers or the 

association? 

 

SL:   If you could sum it up.  

 

HAWES: Square dancing is actually fun. It’s a good social activity, if you’re a little shy it’s 

fine you’ve got seven other people you have to work with. You’ve got a subject in 

common you can talk about. It’s good exercise for the brain and for the body. That’s what 

I like about square dancing. That’s why other people should give it a try, it’s fun. Me? 
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Well, I guess that I’ve made a great many friends and I’ve probably made a few enemies, 

sometimes deliberately not always deliberately. I’ve enjoyed the experience and I want 

to keep doing it for as long as I can. 

 

 
 [End of Session 1] 
 [End of Interview] 
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