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Tape 1, Side 1 
1976 May 13 

 
 

JP: General history interview of the Brooklyn neighborhood being conducted with 

Emil Feltz at his residence, 4003 Southeast 10th Avenue. The date is May 13th, 1976. The 

interviewer is Jim Poplack. 

 

Can you tell me, Mr. Feltz, where and when you were born? 

 

FELTZ: I was born in the year - July the 28th, 1900. Born in Portland at the foot of 

the Portland Heights, living there until moving to the east side. 

 

JP: And where were your parents born? 

 

FELTZ: Both of my parents were born in Germany. 

 

JP: When did they come to the United States? Do you remember?  

 

FELTZ: I don't have that. Let’s see. 
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JP: Do you remember when they came to Oregon? 

 

FELTZ: Let's see. 1884. 

 

JP: Why did your folks come to Oregon? 

 

FELTZ: Both of them had relatives in Oregon. And they had hoped to be able to 

obtain help from them in settling and getting employment. 

 

JP: And what was it like for them when they first came? 

 

FELTZ: Well, it was like most immigrants. They had to - my mother, for example, 

had to secure housework. My father, however, had a trade, a blacksmith, so he was 

better able to find work in a trade position. In fact, one of the early jobs he had was 

splicing cables for the Oaks Amusement Park. 

 

JP: Oh, really? Can you tell me about that? 

 

FELTZ: Well, as I remember him telling about it, there were very few people in the 

country that could splice cables, and he had secured a position with the traction 

company here. Where the old street cars were propelled by cable underground.  

 

JP: That was the Portland Traction Company? 

 

FELTZ: Portland Traction Company. He ran that cable work so he was on duty all 

the time, subject to call whenever a cable broke. And I recall when we were children, 

when about the only recreation you had those days was something didn't cost money, so 

he would take us for a ride on the cable cars, and he always had to keep in touch with 
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where he was going, so that if a cable repair was necessary, why, he had to get back on 

the job right away. 

 

JP: And when he worked at Oaks Park? 

 

FELTZ: The Oaks Park was a feature that was built by the traction company and, 

from that standpoint, he done the cable work out there. 

 

JP: The whole park was built by the cable company? 

 

FELTZ: Yes. It used to be quite an outing to go on the cars. The line still runs on the 

river, you know, there. The cable cars used to run – now, I don’t rightly know. That was 

after – without cable cars, that they’re going out there. After he retired the cable splicing 

out there, he – big parades and all that work down there. 

 

JP: On the amusement rides. 

 

FELTZ: The amusement rides. Yeah. 

 

JP: Did he do that often? 

 

FELTZ: No, it was mostly just the installation work there. The building of it.   

 

JP: And did he - was he able to maintain his blacksmithing?  

 

FELTZ: He done some of that also. Later on, leaving the traction company, then he 

was employed in the blacksmith works with the Southern Pacific. 

 

JP: When you say blacksmith work, what do you mean? 
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FELTZ: Straight occupation at the blacksmith works. 

 

JP: Which would that entail what? 

 

FELTZ: Kneading hot iron forms and the like. 

 

JP: And you say your mom worked at… 

 

FELTZ: At housework until she got married. 

 

JP: And after they became married did she continue doing that work? 

 

FELTZ: No, no. She done strictly maintaining the home. 

 

JP: When did you move to the Brooklyn area? 

 

FELTZ: In 1909. 

 

JP: Nine years old. Why did your parents move to this area? 

 

FELTZ: That's a good question. And it has a lot to do with the locality and the 

building up of this community. The Sacred Heart Church is the major establishment in this 

area, and through their efforts many of the people settled here.  

 

We lived in the Goose Hollow area of the west side, which was close to the trestle 

that transported the cable cars up to Portland Heights. The traction company had a 

maintenance barn right at the foot of the Heights and my father was in charge of that. We 
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lived just a few blocks from the trestle area. And many of the German people were 

settled in that area.  

 

Father Gregory was the pastor at Sacred Heart Church. He arrived here in 1903. 

And it was a church that encompassed a great area of the east side at that time. And he 

was a very ambitious person. He immediately worked towards bringing in people. And 

there was quite a movement from the west side area, where we lived, coming over here. 

One after another we'd prompt others to come over here. So it was only a short time that 

many who lived and were friends of the west side area, were again congregated in this 

community. This area up here is Benedictine Heights, was named after the Benedictine 

fathers at Mt. Angel. 

 

JP: Is that name still in use, Benedictine Heights? 

 

FELTZ: Oh, yeah, this is noted on the map as Benedictine Heights.  

 

I might pursue that a little further. That there was also a benefit in coming over to 

this community with the Portland Traction Company having their headquarters here in the 

area, and also the Southern Pacific. And for employment, many of the people settling 

here secured positions with either of those two firms. It became pretty well known here 

that if you wanted a job and you come over to Sacred Heart area, Father Gregory would 

get you a job. Which he was quite successful in doing. He was very influential with those 

people. 

 

JP: Can you tell me something about Father Gregory? Sounds like an interesting 

person. 
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FELTZ: Well, he was. He was a very close friend of mine afterwards and he was 

very well known politically with the mayor and the governors. All during his time, he could 

always have access to their offices. And it used to be for employment.  

 

I know of families came here with children and no work and no money; he’d take 

the father down to the Southern Pacific shops and, “Here's a man who needs work, he 

must have work, he has a family and children to feed.” And usually he’d would leave 

them there with the understanding that they could come back and go to work.  

 

Sometimes he came too frequently and they would tell him "Father, we are just 

not putting on any help, we can't do anything right now."  

 

And he always would wind up with, "Well, this man needs money, he needs work, 

he has to feed his family. I'll just leave him with you to give him a job, and that's all there 

is to it.” [Laughs] And they’d have a job. And so many of them that way, were just people 

that were without a trade, common labor, and some with skills and got their employment 

in line with their occupation. The same way with the traction company. So as a result of it, 

he built the community with so many Catholics in the area. 

 

JP: Father Gregory was fairly instrumental, then, in building this neighborhood. 

 

FELTZ: He was very instrumental, very much so. He also would get the people, if 

they were renting a house, as soon as they were able to do so, had a little means, why, 

he wanted them to build. He would pick out a lot for them and tell them, "Here. Here's a 

lot you can have, and now you go and build a house here." And that's the way the 

community built up. 

 

JP: How long was Father Gregory the pastor at Sacred Heart? 
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FELTZ: I'm not sure when he passed away. I just was varnishing a book stand here 

and here’s a book of the Sacred Heart 50th Anniversary. 

 

JP: Which was when? 

 

FELTZ: Which was in 1943. Here's a picture of the man, here’s - quite a character, 

Let 's see - no, this won't do it. [Pages through book] 

 

[Tape stops] 

 

JP: Did Father Gregory help your father select this site for this house? 

 

FELTZ: No, I had this house built. I had moved to Sellwood. And he said I would no 

longer be his friend until I came back here again. 

 

JP: When did you move into the Sellwood area? 

 

FELTZ: Let's see, 1928. I was only there a short time and he was after me. He had a 

lot here for me to buy [JP laughs] and build on. So I did come back and build and been 

here ever since.  

 

JP: Then he's the one who brought you back to the neighborhood.   

 

FELTZ: Yeah, he kept after me ‘til I did it. 

 

JP: What occupation were you in? 

 

FELTZ: I was in the produce business, the wholesale distribution, for 51 years. 
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JP: Did you have your own company? 

 

FELTZ: No, I worked for the Pacific Fruit and Produce Company. 

 

JP:  And did that have any effect with your being in Brooklyn? 

 

FELTZ: No. No, that had no basis whatever. 

 

JP: Can you tell me about the neighborhood? What are your earliest remembrances of 

Brooklyn? 

 

FELTZ: Well, the area without any paved streets or sidewalks and this area up here 

was all brush, undeveloped when we first came here. We lived down on 14th Street.   

 

JP: You say up here, meaning McLoughlin, Brooklyn… 

 

FELTZ: Benedictine Heights. From Milwaukie to the river bank were just all brush, 

undeveloped area. 

 

JP: You lived on 14th? 

 

FELTZ: We lived on 14th and Bush Street. And Milwaukie Street was just a dirt 

street. The car tracks were in the middle and it was pretty rough going on the 

thoroughfare otherwise; of course, it was before the days - I'm speaking before the days 

of the automobile.  

 

We used to have a creek running down on 17th Street, diagonally towards the 

northwest, and in later years that was channeled in another direction.  
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JP: Do you know where that was channeled to? 

 

FELTZ: Well, it was diverted from the Eastmoreland area. Crystal Springs running 

down to the Willamette River in Milwaukie area. 

 

JP: Did the creek have a name? 

 

FELTZ: No. 

 

JP: What other earlier remembrances do you have? 

 

FELTZ: Well, out at Eastmoreland, where you have the golf course now, there used 

to be the Ladd’s Farm, a cattle farm there. As kids we used to go out there and hunt and 

shoot pheasants. The times have changed materially, also, over the lapse of time. It used 

to be for recreation, we always looked for two, three weeks of ice skating down on the 

area by the Oaks, the flat land there.  

 

JP: The bottom.  

 

FELTZ: It used to be water there before, and freeze over and we'd have two and 

three weeks ice skating, which you don't have anymore. I recall the time when the 

Willamette River froze over. 

 

JP: When was that? 

 

FELTZ: I can't recall the year of it anymore. But it was the time when we had the 

ferry running across the river in Sellwood, rather than the bridge. They even drove 

automobiles across on the river, so you can surmise the thickness of the ice. So 
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climatically there's been quite a change in the weather here, also. Moderating 

considerably from the temperatures we had in those early days. 

 

JP: Can you tell me about the ice skating you did down there?  

 

FELTZ: Oh, just a bunch of kids and we'd skate and build bonfires and just had a 

lot of fun skating. 

 

JP: Who did you go with? 

 

FELTZ: Oh, kids around the neighborhood, as far as Sellwood, would be 

congregating down there. 

 

JP: Were there any friends in particular? 

 

FELTZ: I can't recall any of them that are around anymore, now. I can’t recall any, 

they’re not here anymore. 

 

JP: What kind of ice skates did you use? 

 

FELTZ: We used those that were like skates, you'd clamp them on to your shoes, 

regular shoes. 

 

JP: Made of what material? 

 

FELTZ: Oh, it was steel. 

 

JP: Did everybody have their own pair? 
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FELTZ: Oh, some - no not many of them didn't even have skates, in those days. 

Some of them would ride bicycles on the ice. My brother, he was always with a 

motorcycle and he even contrapted [sic] -  I remember he took the front wheel off and 

put, clamped it onto a sled and he drove with a motorcycle on the ice. And kids with 

bicycles would slide around. Has a lot of fun. 

 

JP: How big an area was this, that was frozen? 

 

FELTZ: Oh, that was quite an area, there, from Holgate up to the Oaks. That was all 

water. 

 

JP: All of that was entirely frozen over? Were there a lot of people used to use that 

then? 

 

FELTZ: Well, there are lot of the children did, but the old folks didn't. I don't recall 

any of them coming down. 

 

JP: Was it all supervised? 

 

FELTZ: No, no, not at all. No. 

 

JP: When did you stop using it? 

  

FELTZ: Oh, I don't recall that. As far as I'm concerned, it probably was 4 or 5 years 

that I pursued it and then you had something else to do.  

 

JP: How did you get down there? 

 

FELTZ: Down the bank 
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JP: You just ran down the bank or… 

 

FELTZ: We had paths down the bank. 

 

JP: What other activities did you have? Or early recollections.  

 

FELTZ: Well, we used to swim the Willamette River right here, we used to swim 

across to the islands, Ross Island. Summertime, we used to spend a good deal of time 

over on Ross Island. The kids that couldn’t swim would take a railroad tie and propel 

themselves across to the island and keep up with the rest of the kids.  

 

JP: What’d you do on Ross Island? 

 

FELTZ: Well, the sandy beach there, like anyone would be, lay around the beach 

and pass the time away. [Both laugh] 

 

JP: Spent a good time over there. 

 

FELTZ: In the summer months, during vacation period. 

 

JP: Can you tell me, how far did the Brooklyn area extend? 

 

FELTZ: Well, I don't know just what the boundaries would be, but considered the 

Powell to, say, Bybee Avenue. 

 

JP: Powell to Bybee. And how about the east to the west? 

 

FELTZ: From the river down to the Woodstock area ‘til about 26th. 
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JP: What about the ethnic groups that lived in the neighborhood? 

 

FELTZ: Well, we had all categories, I would say. Of German descent, Italian 

descent, Mexicans, Irish, Swedish. We had some Chinese, some Negroes. Oh, pretty well 

diversified. 

  

JP: I was told by Mr. Streimer that he recalls only one black family that lived here and 

only one Chinese family that lived here. Do you recall more? 

 

FELTZ: They were probably the same. I recall two Chinese families. [Yue?] - did he 

give you the name? [Yue?]. 

 

JP: No. [Yue?]? 

 

FELTZ: [Yue?]. Was the Chinese one that lived the longest here.  

 

JP: Are they the ones that had the laundry up on the creek? [Yue’s?] Laundry? 

 

FELTZ: Yeah. I believe it was. I believe that was his occupation. And the other one, 

he worked over town, I don't just recall what he did.  

 

Now Joe Streimer's family, his parents and my parents were close friends. And 

they also came from the west side, from the same area. 

 

JP: They moved from Portland Heights.  

 

FELTZ: Yeah. But I recall two Chinese families and only one of the black race.  
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JP: Can you remember anything about them?  

 

FELTZ:  No, I don't recall much about them.  

 

JP: What about the Chinese families? 

 

FELTZ: The Chinese family - I recall quite well Mr. [Yue?]. He was a character 

himself. Very friendly with everybody. And when he’d come to the street car, everyone’d 

know him and he's talk to everybody as he went down the aisle. Very friendly with 

everybody and the people were always very friendly with him. Very congenial person. 

And his son worked for the fire department or police department, I'm not quite clear on 

that now. 

  

JP: Who did you live with when you were young? 

  

FELTZ: With my parents. 

 

JP: What about the people you played with? Tell me something about your friends. 

 

FELTZ: Oh, we were like normal children. We played ball together. Recreation was 

mostly that, what you made up, never anything that cost money because you didn't have 

any money. We fished, went fishing, we went swimming. Occasionally to the local 

theater, down here in Brooklyn.  

 

JP: The Brooklyn Cinema? 

 

FELTZ: Yes, not the present one. It was where the Jehovahs are now. 

 

JP: Urfer Building? 
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FELTZ: Urfer Building, yeah. We called it the old nickelodeon in there. [Laughs] The 

same music all the time. That was quite a gathering place.  

 

Oh yes, another thing was like every community in those days, we had a pool hall. 

For the boys that was one of the places the parents didn't want you to go but that you 

did. That was bad to go down to the pool hall and hang around there, but… 

  

 

 [End of Tape 1, Side 1] 
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1976 May 13 

 

JP: We were talking about the pool hall. What was the name of it? And where it was 

located? 

  

FELTZ: The building is no longer there. At present, the building is an insulation 

company out on Milwaukie there, and on, I believe it was Lafayette. It was a wooden 

building. Some years ago, demolished. In fact we had two pool halls. One also down at 

Powell and Milwaukie.  

 

And also for recreation in later years, the city developed a park in the area where 

the present automobile repair shops, and maintained by the city on Milwaukie and 

Powell, and the fire department next door. That area was all a park. 

 

JP: I was told that that was an unofficial park, not really a city park. And it was called, 

also, Brooklyn Park. 

 

FELTZ: Brooklyn. It was called Brooklyn Park. 

 

JP: Do you remember if it was a part of the city? 

 

FELTZ: Well, I can't tell you that, but it was supervised. The police at that time were 

mounted on horseback and when a fight developed, why it wasn't long before the police 

were there trotting in with horses, on horseback, to break it up. We had plenty of fights in 

the area. 

 

JP: Do you remember some of those? 

 

FELTZ: [Laughs] Well, not just in detail. 
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JP: [Laughs] Why didn't your folks want you to go to pool halls? 

 

FELTZ: Well, they had the opinion that it was a hangout for ruffians and you 

wouldn't learn anything good in a pool hall. That you’d be better off to stay away from 

that kind of gathering. 

 

JP: You didn't agree with them? 

 

FELTZ: No. Naturally we found it interesting, and, as I say, a kind of a meeting 

place, and we didn't have too much recreation at that time, so you kind of took 

advantage of anything that was interesting to you. 

 

JP: Do you remember how much it cost? 

 

FELTZ: No, I don't. It wasn't very much. 

 

JP: What was the inside of the building like? 

 

FELTZ: It was just a wooden building and three or four pool tables, and you could 

buy - let's see, what’d they have? Soft drinks. That was about all. 

 

JP: What - did it have a wooden floor? 

 

FELTZ: Wooden floor. 

 

JP: And was there anything on the walls? 

 

FELTZ: Just the cue racks.  
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JP: No pictures? 

 

FELTZ: No, no pictures whatsoever. 

 

JP: What about the owner, manager of the place? 

 

FELTZ: Very friendly sort of person. Very friendly with the boys around there. 

Always enjoyed being there with him, talking to him. 

 

JP: The people who hung out there, were they young kids? 

 

FELTZ: Of different ages. Some were older, better pool players. Some could win a 

little money by their skills. 

 

JP: Did you ever used to do that? 

 

FELTZ: Well, I didn't obtain that skill. I would be more the loser type. [Laughs] 

 

JP: Was the reputation that your parents thought it had justified? 

 

FELTZ: No, I think it was a lack of their actually understanding what the situation 

was. More from a general opinion established amongst the older people that a pool hall 

was just not a proper place for young children. 

 

 JP: How many of your friends would go down there?  

 

FELTZ: Well, all of them. [Both laugh] 
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JP: None of them stayed away? 

 

FELTZ: No, none of them stayed away. 

 

JP: Did your parents know that you'd go down there? 

 

FELTZ: Oh, I'm sure that they knew we did, not how frequently, but knew that we 

would go in there at times. 

 

JP: What about the fishing? Where did you go fishing? 

 

FELTZ: Johnson's Creek, Willamette River, and down - there were fish in the 

slough; we called this the slough, down here by the Oaks area. And, oh, we used to catch 

catfish, black bass.  

 

JP: Did you make your own pole? 

 

FELTZ: Oh yes. We made a lot of poles. 

 

JP: What did you make it from? 

 

FELTZ: A willow pole with string on it. We actually get fishing line on it, put it on. 

Fish hooks that just take a little pole.  

 

JP: Did you get that from the neighborhood? 

 

FELTZ: Oh, plenty wherever you went. You didn't even have to take one down with 

you; you just cut one in the area. 
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JP: Just use it for the day? Leave it for someone else or take it back? 

 

FELTZ: Yes. Get a fresh one when you'd go again. 

 

JP [Laughs] And what did you use for bait?  

 

FELTZ: Worms. They didn't cost anything. 

 

JP: Just went looking for those, huh?  

 

FELTZ: [Yes]. 

 

JP: Good. Can you describe the street that you first lived on? 

 

FELTZ: Yes. We first lived on 14th and Bush Street, which was just catty-corner from 

the Brooklyn School. It was a muddy street and where the Brooklyn School is now, and in 

the wintertime that was a lake of water. And the house sat on top of the ground, the 

basement was on top of the ground. There are some of the houses - that house still 

exists that we first moved in. 

 

JP: Why was the basement built above the ground? 

 

FELTZ: Well, it was, as I say, a muddy area, there was water in the top soil. In those 

days you didn't have cement basements, you had dirt basements. 

 

JP: So you didn't want to be walking around in the mud. [Laughs] 

 

FELTZ: So you had to be on the top. 
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JP: Do you know why it was so muddy down there? 

 

FELTZ: Well, mainly because of the drainage. You see the Heights here had sloped 

all the way down to 14th Street, and 14th Street was level. You had that sub-drainage and 

from that you developed the accumulation of water in that lower area, there. 

 

JP: What else do you remember about the street? 

 

FELTZ: Only that they were [Laughs] muddy and without walks so you always were 

walking in dirt and mud in the wintertime. It wasn't very good for bicycles. We used to go, 

when we got skates at first, we'd go down to the Ladd’s Division. That was the first place 

that had pavement, so that you could skate down there on the streets. 

 

JP: Was that a big purchase? The skates. 

 

FELTZ: The skates, oh yeah. That would have be a special purchase. 

 

JP: You’d walk all the way to Ladd’s Addition to skate, huh? What do you remember 

about the neighbors in that area? 

 

FELTZ: They were all with families, pretty near everyone had children. And it was a 

very congenial neighborhood. They mixed well. Many of our neighbors down there were 

Catholics, too. We associated with them as well in the church affairs, same as it is here. 

For example, if you took this square block, I think there’s three families that are not 

Catholic. 

 

JP: So the church played a very important role in the life of many of the people. 

 

FELTZ: Very, very important role. A very vital role. 
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 JP: Do you remember any of your neighbors in particular? 

 

FELTZ: In the early days there? Oh, I remember them quite well. 

 

JP: Can you tell me something about one of them? 

 

FELTZ: They are all gone now. They're dead. 

 

JP: What do you remember, though, from then? 

 

FELTZ: Nothing unusual about it, just normal neighbor relationships that existed. 

Where you visited one another. Nothing very startling happened. 

 

JP: What occupations do you remember as being common among your neighbors? 

 

FELTZ: Well, some of them worked at the Inman-Poulson Sawmill, which was on 

the Willamette River, here just where the-. 

 

JP: John's Landing is? 

 

FELTZ: Yeah, down just north of the bridge, Ross Island Bridge, along the 

waterfront there. One of the characteristics of the area was a mountain of sawdust, which 

they accumulated from their mill plus bringing in from other mills by barge, utilizing it for 

fuel, to generate electricity. The generating plant is still there, now using oil. And, they do 

operate it in emergencies. But that was always of interest to people to see such a large 

mountain of sawdust piled up there. 

 

JP: Where did you go to school? 
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FELTZ: I went to Sacred Heart Grade School. Then I went to Christian Brothers 

College on Grand Avenue and Hassalo. They're the same order that now have LaSalle 

High School up here in the Milwaukie area.  

 

JP: What can you tell me about Sacred Heart Grade School? When you went there. 

 

FELTZ: Well, at that time the teachers were nuns, I think we had nuns for all classes 

at the time I attended there. And it was the usual thing, I guess. We had our quarrels that 

existed in the school and, again, it was the children of the community here were your 

neighbors. 

 

JP: Did it cost you to go to school there, at that time? 

 

FELTZ: Yeah, I believe we paid a small tuition all the time.  

 

JP: What subjects do you remember taking? 

 

FELTZ: Taking the normal subjects. 

 

JP: What were normal? 

 

FELTZ: Reading and writing and ‘rithmetic. [JP laughs] I transferred to the Christian 

Brothers College at the sixth grade, down here, to the sixth. 

 

JP: Were there any incidents that stand out in your mind? Might have occurred at your 

grade school while you were there? 

 

FELTZ: No, nothing worth mentioning. 
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JP: Can you describe the school for me? 

 

FELTZ: Yes, in fact, the buildings are still there. The building is now converted to an 

apartment house. We had a recreation hall, which is now utilized by some commercial 

outfit. 

 

JP: Where is this? 

 

FELTZ: It's on Cora, east of Milwaukie. The church was down on Milwaukie Street 

originally too, and it had been moved up here. 

 

JP: The same church? 

 

FELTZ: Same church, same building. It's an old building. Yeah, the old school 

building is now an apartment house. 

 

JP: Do you remember any of your early teachers? 

 

FELTZ: No, I remember I used to get some lickings. I remember that. [Laughs] 

 

JP: What’d you do to deserve that? [Both laugh] 

 

FELTZ: I remember one particular Sister, Gertrude. I got more lickings from her 

than from anyone. 

 

JP: Why do you remember her, particularly? 

 

FELTZ: Well, as I said, because I got more lickings from her. 
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JP: What did you do to… 

 

FELTZ: Oh, I'd cut up in class. 

 

JP: Would she do it on the spur of the moment, or would you have to build up to it? 

 

FELTZ: I couldn't tell you that. [Laughs] 

 

JP: Did they use a paddle much? 

 

FELTZ: No, a ruler. 

 

JP: A ruler? On the hand? 

 

FELTZ: On the hand. Yeah. 

 

JP: Did they give you grades in school? 

 

FELTZ: Yes. 

 

JP: The same type of grading system… 

 

FELTZ: Report cards. You took your report cards home, same as they do today. 

Your parents had to see the report cards and sign them and you brought them back after 

you had them signed. 

 

JP: Now, did they always come out to your parents liking? 
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FELTZ: That was always the question. ‘Cause every time you got bad marks and 

your deportment, particularly, was the thing that they reported about you here. Parents 

looked at… 

  

JP: That was okay? Do you remember any of your childhood friends? 

 

FELTZ: Yes, the ones that I chummed with are dead, with one exception.  

 

JP: What were their names? I thought you might remember. 

 

FELTZ: One was Klaus Colobaba, Joseph Schnee, Cam Celleria, Frank Zollner, Ben 

Riverman, he's alive. 

 

JP: Still living in the area? 

  

FELTZ: Retired now. He's living down in Seaside.  

 

JP: What do you remember about them?  

 

FELTZ: Oh, the way we chummed around. 

 

JP: Can you tell me something about the people? What they were like. 

 

FELTZ: Just ordinary. Nothing particularly exceptional.  

 

JP: Which one stands out in your mind the most? 

 

FELTZ: Cam Celleria.  
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JP: Why? 

 

FELTZ: Travelled more with him afterwards. We would go places in later years, 

trips. 

 

JP: He lived in this area for quite a while, didn't he? 

 

FELTZ: [Yes]. 

 

JP: Didn't his folks own a business?  

 

FELTZ: No, no, no. 

 

JP: Can you tell me a little more about the role that the Church played in the 

community? 

 

FELTZ: Well, I think I pretty well covered that. It was the focal point, of course, in 

the development in the area. 

 

JP: Did it maintain that central focus throughout the years? 

 

FELTZ: Yes, it did. However, the area had been reduced by new churches being 

established, reducing the area that the Sacred Heart embraced. Sacred Heart covered 15 

square miles, originally, and then later on the Saint Philip Neri Catholic Church, and then 

Saint Agatha in Sellwood and that was cut out of the area that Sacred Heart covered 

before. 

 

JP: Split it up? Quite a bit? 
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FELTZ: [Yes]. And of course the population had increased, here, quite materially 

too, in the meantime, to make up for it. 

 

JP: How so? 

 

FELTZ: Well, additional houses and more people moving into the area. Originally 

there was much vacant ground in this area. And it’s only been recent years, you know, 

where they changed the zoning. It used to be for single residence in the Brooklyn area. A 

few years ago they changed the zoning to permit multiple units. Since then all these 

multiple units have built up here. It has brought a lot of people into the area. 

  

JP: For sure. Getting back to some of the earlier days. Did you ever go down to the 

Urfer Building? 

  

FELTZ: Oh yes. 

 

JP: For other than the cinema?  

 

FELTZ: They had a hall upstairs. I didn't do much there. I don't recall how much. 

They had dances there, but I don't recall much about it outside of the theater. 

 

JP: Did you go to any of the dances? 

 

FELTZ: Yes. Not many.  

 

JP: How many? What were they like?  

 

FELTZ: Nothing exceptional about it.  
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JP: What kinds of music was played? 

 

FELTZ: I don't recall whether – they had an orchestra. 

 

JP: Do you remember the names of any of the orchestras? 

 

FELTZ: No, I don't recall the name of it. 

 

JP: Were they dances that would take place and go on for a long time during the 

night? 

 

FELTZ: I don't rightly recall. We'd never stay too long. [Laughs] We'd have enough 

and get out. I don't recall much about that. 

 

JP: You stuck to the pool hall, huh? 

 

FELTZ: Yeah. 

  

JP: [Laughs] What changes took place in the Brooklyn area during the Depression?  

 

FELTZ: Well, I think we suffered the same as elsewhere. I recall at one meeting I 

was at, it was so much a case of pointing out the impoverished condition that resulted 

from the Depression and always referring to Albina and, then later on, Brooklyn, so that 

Brooklyn was classed along with Albina as a depressed area. I recall getting up at a 

meeting and expressing my objections to the classification of a depressed area being 

tacked on to Brooklyn, pointing out the distinction that Brooklyn was a community of 

mostly homeowners who owned their own homes. Most of them having their homes paid 

for. That, however we’re suffering from the depressed conditions, like anybody else in 

like any other community, but that didn’t make a poverty area out of Brooklyn.  
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I used the word first – did I say poverty? Poverty. That was the one I objected to, 

poverty area. I endeavored to point out the fact that it was not a poverty area. That the 

people here were probably, on the average, better off than some of the higher classed 

areas, in as much as they owned their homes, whereas many others were just paying on 

a home and were affected by the adverse conditions. And it soon dropped this poverty 

area from Brooklyn.  

 

I recognized the situation in Albina was rather severe, but to use the description of 

poverty area to this Brooklyn district was detrimental to the community, because it just 

made the property worth less if you wanted to sell. It was kind of a statement to be made. 

And it was unjustified. People were working here just like elsewhere, probably at low 

wages, and some out of employment, which was just all over the area, but that didn't 

make this any distinction as a poverty area. 

 

JP: Well, hold off and wait ‘til next side. 

 

 

 
[End of Tape 1, Side 2] 
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Tape 2, Side 1 
1976 May 13 

 
 

JP: This is tape two of the general history interview of the Brooklyn Neighborhood 

with Emil Feltz, at his residence, 4003 Southeast 10th. The date is May 13th, 1976. The 

interviewer is Jim Poplack. 

 

We're talking about the Depression meeting that you had gone to, and made this 

statement. What meeting was that, where you initially made that comment? 

 

FELTZ: It was a community meeting down at the Brooklyn school here some years 

ago. I don't know what the occasion was for that. It had something to do with the 

community. I just don't know what the occasion was. I don't recall. 

 

JP: Do you recall at all if it was because of the Depression itself? 

  

FELTZ: Apparently it was. It had something to do with it, anyhow.  

 

JP: What was the neighborhood reaction to your comment? 

 

FELTZ: Well, of course they supported that position. I tried to point out that we 

certainly don't want to do anything that's going to be detrimental to the best interest of 

the people, property-wise and the likes. But I don't recall what the occasion of that was. 

 

JP: Who were the ones who wanted to classify this as a poverty neighborhood? 

 

FELTZ: Oh, it wasn't that. It’s just that they were using the expression poverty area 

in conjunction with Albina.  
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JP: Who was using it? 

 

FELTZ: The speakers. I don't recall who they were anymore, either. And even the 

newspapers, as I recall it, was referencing to the two impoverished areas, Brooklyn and 

Albina. 

 

JP: What other changes do you remember about the Depression? 

 

FELTZ: Well, I've never been personally too much affected. I've always been 

steadily employed. Although I have certainly been affected by the extent of the effects of 

the Depression, like we all have. It has not had that particular effect if you were steadily 

employed, which someone who was out of a job had to rely upon assistance from the 

outside, which I never had to do, fortunately. 

  

JP: What about World War II? What changes did that bring about in the community? 

 

FELTZ: Well, I had two brothers in the war. I was at school. It was just the 

uncertainty, always that existed, not knowing what the outcome was going to be and 

seeing some of your friends going off to war and, naturally, hearing of the casualties 

which always affected people, your friends that were in the war. Some sustained losses. I 

think that’s about the general aspect of it. 

 

JP: Did it cause any direct changes in the neighborhood, in terms of things like 

employment? 

 

FELTZ: No, not particularly. Naturally, during the time of the World War the demand 

for labor was very urgent. Jobs available for most everyone, so there wasn't the 

unemployment situation that would be a normal problem. 
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JP: What kinds of jobs did most of your neighbors have? 

 

FELTZ: Well, it was quite varied. Some worked for the railroad, some for the city, 

some in construction work, some in the automobile industry. Just general variations of 

the different classifications. 

 

JP: Do you remember the capacities that these people had, within each area? For 

example, the individual or individuals who worked for the fire department, what would 

they have been? 

 

FELTZ: Well, I don't know of any in the advanced positions.  

 

JP: Or with the policemen? 

 

FELTZ: Well, the same way with the police; yes, some worked for the police 

department. They had been, not in any advanced position, no. 

  

JP: Was that generally true of most of the people in whatever occupations they 

pursued? 

 

FELTZ: Generally a position. 

 

JP: Up until now we’ve been talking a lot about the past, history of Brooklyn. I'd like to 

talk a little bit about the situation today. What has changed in the neighborhood? 

 

FELTZ: People are getting older. Families broken up, where only one exists of the 

family. So many of them now that are retired in this area. Quite a number of retired 

people in this area. 
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JP: What effect has that had on the neighborhood? 

 

FELTZ: Well, only that it's diminished the normalcy of children, where so many 

families, no longer any children exist. 

 

JP: Do you see that as being an important factor in the neighborhood? 

 

FELTZ: Well, I couldn't classify it as of any importance, only that it is a change, 

particularly as it would affect the normalcy of enrollment in the schools. There’s less 

children available for enrollment in the school, enrollments quite drastically lowered. 

Also, I presume it would affect the retail stores in the community. Wouldn't be as many to 

feed. 

 

JP: Have you seen many of your friends move away from this area? 

 

FELTZ: Well, usually the young folks leave the community. I mean when they grow 

up and get married they go to another district, a newer district, for example. Now most of 

the older people would be still here. 

 

JP: How do you feel about that? 

 

FELTZ: It’s something you have no control over. If you don't like it, you can move 

out. 

 

JP: Some of the changes that you've seen taking place, do you have any feelings 

about them? 

 

FELTZ: In what respect? 
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JP: Do you regret any of the changes you've seen take place in the neighborhood? 

 

FELTZ: No, I don't. I think it's rather favorable for this reason that people are pretty 

much in the same category. For example, if you moved out and you moved into a 

younger neighborhood, you wouldn't feel as well oriented with the neighbors as you 

would be in the existing neighborhood. 

 

JP: Do you think some of the changes were for the better? 

 

FELTZ: Well, I don't think that would be a good answer either, because it's just 

something that - a normalcy that came about that you have no control over. Certainly 

people are getting older and come into retirement, and that's it. 

 

JP: You don't feel that people have any control over the situation? 

 

FELTZ: Over the fact that you're getting older, no. [Laughs] 

 

JP: No, I mean about people staying… 

 

FELTZ: Staying? Staying - well, they don't. The young people moving out? No, 

that's normal. They want to go to a newer community with younger people. They want to 

be associated with younger people. 

               

 JP: What do you think should happen in the future with regard to the Brooklyn area? 

 

FELTZ: Well, the way it looks, that more industry is coming in and homes are being 

replaced. Because of its closeness to the city and with industry already being here, more 

and more of the land is being taken over for industry, which is, I guess, a normal 

happening. You look elsewhere and you see the same situation in other cities. 
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JP: How do you feel about that? 

 

FELTZ: Well, if I were living here and someone sold their house next door to 

industry, I wouldn't like it, naturally. But that’s something you have no control over. 

 

JP: Do you feel that’s a change for the better? 

 

FELTZ: Not for the community, it wouldn't be. It’d be better if industry were in 

industrial areas. Retail business is something different. That goes along with the 

community. But when we see other industry that could be in other locations, in industrial 

areas, why, it would be preferable that they would so locate in such areas. 

 

JP: What do you think could be done to have that occur in the Brooklyn area? 

 

FELTZ: Well, it would have to be by law under the planning boards, zoning 

regulations. 

 

JP: What other things do you see in the future for the neighborhood?  

 

FELTZ: Well, I see more multiple units for the neighborhood. I think the fact that it’s 

so close to town to shorten your travel to your work, that I think people will generally look 

favorably upon living in the city again. And now that home construction, individual home 

construction, is so expensive, that you'll find more of the multiple unit dwellings and bring 

more people into the city area. Land is too costly for one single house nowadays. 

 

JP: Do you feel that those are positive changes? 
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FELTZ: Yes, I do. Transportation, people are finding now that transportation is quite 

an added cost to their cost of living. When you find that traveling in an automobile is 

costing 20¢ a mile, for example, if you're 10 miles out of the city and 20 miles a round 

trip, that is quite a cost per day for your travel by automobile. 

 

JP: The things you mentioned, essentially, were things that you saw as happening. 

Forces that are going on now. What would you like to see happen in the future in the 

Brooklyn area? Given your druthers. 

 

FELTZ: Well, I'm afraid that I’m going to say that the trend is such that you can't 

stop it. Residential development will be in the multiple area. It will be almost prohibitive 

for single dwelling units anymore. So I’m sure that that trend is going to continue. 

  

JP: What were your happiest moments in the Brooklyn area? 

  

FELTZ: Well, they were, naturally, all have been pretty happy or I wouldn't have 

stayed here all these years. I've always found it very compatible with the community, with 

the people, and so many friends in the area. I've always looked at it very favorable to stay 

here. 

 

JP: For one to really live here this long, you’d really have to. 

 

FELTZ: Yeah [Laughs]. No, I wouldn't have to. I could go elsewhere if I wanted to, 

but I’d rather stay right here where I have old friends and where I've been for so long. 

 

JP: On the opposite hand, what were your saddest moments? 

  

FELTZ: Well, to see so many of the old friends pass away. That’s the normal trend 

in life, to be expected. 
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JP: Thank you very much for letting me talk with you. It's really been a pleasure. 

 

FELTZ: Well, it's alright. [Laughs] It makes you think a little bit yourself about what 

has transpired during all these years. You don't ordinarily stop to think, yourself. 

 

JP: It's been most enjoyable. Thank you for the interview. 

 

 

 
[End of Tape 2, Side 1] 

[End of Interview] 
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