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Tape 1, Side 1 
2006 February 23 

 
 

MS: This is Mary Smith interviewing Jacque Jurkins on February 23, 2006, for the U.S. 

District Court Historical Society. The interview takes place at the branch of the Multnomah 

Law Library, in Portland, Oregon. This is Tape 1, Side 1. 

 Jacque, thank you for being here today. I'd like you, to begin with, to state your full 

name and where you were born. 

 

JURKINS: My name is Jacquelyn Jurkins and I was born in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 

 

MS: And, Jacque, did you grow up in Oshkosh? 

 

JURKINS: In and around Oshkosh, yes. 

 

MS: Tell me about your family. Did you have any siblings, and about your parents — what 

they did for careers. 

 

JURKINS: Well, I have one sister. Her name is Arlynn. She is an occupational therapist. 
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Both my mother and father have passed away. My father was an electrical engineer and 

died of a cerebral hemorrhage when he was about 58, something like that. And my mother 

just recently passed away at the age of 97. 

 

MS: How old were you when your father died? 

 

JURKINS: Oh, gosh, I can't remember. I was at college then. 

 

MS: College? 

 

JURKINS: So, I'm — yes… 

 

MS: Okay. Tell me about your family life, the activities that you did as a family, or the 

responsibilities and obligations that you might have had. 

 

JURKINS: Well, let me think — I think we were probably a typical family at the time. Both 

my sister and I had chores to do around the house, and we both were involved in activities 

— Camp Fire Girls, Blue Birds. And my mother was very active in the P.T.A. [Parent Teacher 

Association] — well, both my parents were, but my mother more so, because she was 

President of the P.T.A. in our school district. We took music lessons as kids. My father was 

an avid fisherman — he started all sorts of fishing clubs around the state. They were both 

active in the Masonic orders and, consequently, my sister and I were also involved in 

activities, like Jobs Daughters. I didn't think that we were very different from anyone else. 

 

MS: Was it a big town that you lived in, or was it very small? 

 

JURKINS: No, it wasn't an extremely small city. I really don't know what the population 

was. It was the kind of thing I didn't really worry or think about at the time. 
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MS: Does anything stand out from your childhood — any event or any accomplishment 

that you had as an individual — anything that's worth noting? 

 

JURKINS: Well, I was always active throughout my young school years. As I said, some 

of the activities - president or secretary/treasurer of the Camp Fire groups that I belonged 

to. I was, I think, president of one of my classes. I was always active, but you have to 

remember our classes were very small at that time. It was probably about 15 to — if we had 

30 in a class or early years — I mean 30 students — it was a big class. I know when we 

went into high school in town I was surprised to find out that I would have been on the 

Dean's List, or something like that, because that wasn't the kind of thing that was 

emphasized in our classes. 

 

MS: So you did well at school? 

 

JURKINS: Yes, I did, yes. 

 

MS: What were your plans for your future as you were growing up, I guess during high 

school? And, how did they evolve, and how did your parents respond to them? 

 

JURKINS: Well, actually Mother and Dad supported anything they felt that both my 

sister and myself were capable of doing. Anything we wanted to do, they supported us 

completely. And, don't ask me why I decided to go into law, except I was exposed to some 

field trips to the courts and the idea of being able to help people was really — encouraged 

me to go into law at the very beginning. Both my Mother and Dad were really positive 

about it. 

They never said, “Oh, you can't do that; don't think about that.” So, actually, I started 

taking [college] academic courses in high school. I took Latin — I had eight years of Latin, 

if you can imagine. I took a lot of history, a lot of American government, then we called it 

civics — I just found myself staying interested. 
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MS: Were the field trips that you took to the court with your class in high school? 

 

JURKINS: Yes. A new court house had been built and it was very close to the high 

school. It didn't take a big production for the class to go there. 

 

MS: Did you sit in on any court cases? 

 

JURKINS: Yes, but they weren't anything, I mean, nothing that would have hit the 

newspapers. They were the usual — as I remember, they were just run of the mill — but, it 

was interesting to me to see the operation of the court, it fascinated me. 

 

MS: Did you have any friends that were like you? That became interested? 

 

JURKINS: No, actually I didn't that was something that seemed strange. - most of my 

friends at the time didn't hang out like kids do today. And, I don't know why, and I can't tell 

you today where any of them are. We just haven't kept in close touch. Which is different 

from my sister. Her class — she has reunions [Laughs] — and I've never attended a class 

reunion.  

 

MS: Did she stay back there? 

 

JURKINS: She's back in Wisconsin, yes. 

 

MS: As you were forming your identity as a young person, during these high school 

years, did you have any role models? 

 

JURKINS: Well… 
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MS: Teachers, or parents of friends… 

 

JURKINS: Well, actually, both my mother and my father were people that I am sure were 

role models. I don't think we thought — at least I didn't think about people who were role 

models, in the sense that I think you're [asking]. I read a lot and, of course, people I read 

about were fascinating to me and I think that much of what I read, was something that 

shaped me, but I can't say that I, then, had any real role models. It certainly wasn't until 

later, when I went into college that there were people that I considered my heroes. 

 

MS: Well, you mentioned doing a lot of reading, and that was going to be one of my 

questions — the role of reading during your school years, and, obviously you did a lot. 

 

JURKINS: Yes. 

 

MS: Did you have any favorite books or, like you say… 

 

JURKINS: Well, I was also sort of like a garbage can reader. I read just about anything 

and everything. From magazines — one of my mother's favorite stories was that when I 

was a baby I chewed on the National Geographic. [Laughs] So I really read, of course, 

things that were required in Lit in school, but I really don't have a favorite author. I don't 

think I ever have had a favorite author. I like different authors for different reasons, but I 

can't say that “so-and-so is my favorite author” or — I can't say that because I like just about 

everything I read. And, I have never wanted to be a writer, one of the attorneys who is a 

writer, the other day was discussing a book with me, and he said, “everyone has a novel 

in them. Everyone has a book in them.” And I said, “I don't. I really don't have any desire to 

sit down and write a book.” 

 

MS: Did you go to the library to check out books? 
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JURKINS: Oh, yes. Yes. I belonged to the summer reading clubs, and I liked to read. 

 

MS: Did you enjoy your library, as a physical building, or the librarians, or did you just 

grab books and run home and read? 

 

JURKINS: No, the librarians were helpful. But our library was a distance, so it was — it 

wasn't something that I could dash to every [day]. Today education offers students so much 

— it's a far cry from the kind of classes and schools that I attended. The school I attended 

did not have a gymnasium. We did not have a library. We did not have a cafeteria. We had 

a basement under the school, and on inclement days we would go down into the basement 

and sort of play — silent games, nothing physical. The same was true for lunch periods and 

break periods. We would go down to the basement. - So, when I look around, I think maybe 

I didn't turn out too bad considering I didn't have all the advantages that everybody thinks 

that they have to have today. [Laughs] 

We had a very basic curriculum; we didn't have a lot of options. “These were the 

classes that you take,” period. We didn't have any bells and whistles. — one of my 

amazements was when Carolyn's daughter was going off to Beaverton High School and 

she brought home a catalog of classes that she could take. I was just amazed. [Carolyn's 

last name is Mentzer.] 

 

MS: As you were growing up, you mentioned that your parents were very positive and 

supportive. 

 

JURKINS: [Yes]. 

 

MS: You and your sister. What were their educational backgrounds, and what was their 

attitude toward education and further education for both you and your sister? 
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JURKINS: Well, my dad was an electrical engineer and my mother had the first couple 

of years of college. There was never any question about whether my sister and I were 

going to go on to school. It wasn't even thought about. It was just a fact. When you finished 

high school, you were going to go to college, period. And, there wasn't any issue about it. 

Just matter of fact. 

 

MS: Did they specifically say you had to stay in-state to go to college? 

 

JURKINS: No. 

 

MS: You could go anywhere you wanted? 

 

JURKINS: That was strictly our decision. I know I was not that keen about going out of 

state. I enjoyed my family. I couldn't believe one of my college roommates was always at 

odds with her family. That just never was [Laughs] that was never a problem with us, even 

later on. We're — the four of us — were very, very close, and we always had been close, 

even though my sister and I went off to far places, to take jobs, we always kept in touch. 

We always went back for vacation. In fact, I don't know what I would have done if I 

didn't go back [Laughs] for vacations. So, we were always close. We did things together. 

I'm not saying we were ideal, but we did enjoy each other and we had a good relationship. 

 

MS: While you were in school, high school particularly, did you have any work 

experience? Did you have any little odd jobs that you had to do, or extra-curricular 

activities? 

 

JURKINS: No. I didn't. Not for pay. Of course, at home I did [chores]. And, one of the 

things that — we lived a distance from school, and that may be one of the reasons why, as 

I say, I didn't form a lot of school chums, because it took quite a while to get home after 

school. Dad would have to take us in the morning — we didn't have school buses either. 
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The students were given bus tokens, to save on school bus [service]. So, you had to walk 

to a bus stop to go to school in the morning and leave at night. I did do chores at home 

 

MS: Could you describe — did you live on a farm type of… 

 

JURKINS: Well, no, well yes and no. We lived out — it had been a working farm, but it 

wasn't — we didn't keep it working. We had some animals. We had chickens, a big chicken 

coop. We had the usual farm animals, but we didn't have a herd of cattle, we just had a few 

animals that’s all. But, the one thing I did learn is you don't sit down to the table until you 

feed your animals. Until they're all taken care of, you don't do anything. That's lasted with 

me all these years now. 

 

MS: You didn't have horses? 

 

JURKINS: No. I did not have my own horse. I did ride, yes. I did have friends who had 

horses, but I didn't have one. I really didn't want one. They're a lot of work. 

 

MS: Jacque, what else was influential in your thinking and direction. You mentioned that 

you got interested in the law, but was there any political thinking or general philosophy or 

singular event that shaped your thoughts, and I don't know if World War II, if that comes in 

the picture, or, think of the years around that, or before that, how that affected you at all? 

 

JURKINS: Well, I was on the debate team. And also, on the oratory team. And I think 

reading, the discipline of both of those activities were formative [early]. I was exposed to 

Boolean logic — at that time they tell us it was Boolean logic — but in debate we did discuss 

the principles — that were instilled then. I really can't say that there was one activity — the 

Second World War obviously impacted us. I remember things like the rationing. But I don't 

think that had anything to do with it. I'm sure it did with my parents, but not with us. Actually, 

we were pretty shielded. [Laughs] We weren't exposed to a lot of things. 
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MS: Before we move on, is there anything else you want to say about your early years 

growing up, before we move on to college? 

 

JURKINS: No. I can say that I was kicked out of high school. I went through high school 

in about two years, because the classes were becoming very, very large and the 

administration wanted to clear out everyone. At that time, we had attainment tests, and 

whenever you took them, you would automatically go into the class that you reached the 

attainment [level] for. And, I was just called into the principal's about, maybe a month, 

maybe six weeks, and told I would be graduating, and my parents were called and told 

she's graduating. She's out of here. [Laughs] So, actually, that's probably why I hadn't 

formed a lot of close friendships. I didn't know anyone I graduated with — not one soul. 

 

MS: So, then, six weeks before you actually would have graduated? 

 

JURKINS: No .Two years before I normally should have graduated. I went through high 

school in about two years. So, that was… 

 

MS: Were there any other students that were progressing at that speed? 

 

JURKINS: I think there may have been. I think there was one other fellow that I started 

out with, from grade school. I truly did not — I know I didn't have all the things that you 

would get in your senior year — the senior yearbook, didn't get a ring, nothing. No prom. 

Nothing. I was just told — I don't think we were really given an [option] — I don't think my 

parents were given a chance. The classes started becoming overcrowded and there were 

more students coming in, and the school wanted to get as many students out as they could, 

because of the incoming flux of students. 

 

MS: So there were too many students. 
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JURKINS: Too many students for the size of the school. 

 

MS: There were money issues as well, probably. 

 

JURKINS: No. I don't know if that was involved. I think it was just that they were worried 

about overcrowding. Because, as I said, I don't think we ever had more than 30 students 

in our classes, and all of a sudden, they were talking about a hundred in a class. There was 

just a big influx of students, so if a student has met all requirements the student was 

graduated. 

 

MS: Do you know why all of a sudden there were a lot of students? Were families moving 

into the area? 

 

JURKINS: No, I don't. Because it was after the war, but not that far. I don't know why. It 

was just a big influx. And it was a small facility. 

 

MS: So, because of this, did you just hang out at home for two years, or did you… 

 

JURKINS: Oh, no. No. 

 

MS: Go directly on to college? 

 

JURKINS: I went on — it gave me enough time — I enrolled actually — the first year I 

was at the University of Wisconsin at Oshkosh. There was a school there, and I went there 

again just— there wasn't that much difference from high school actually, because I did the 

same thing. Dad dropped me off in the morning, and I'd go to classes, hang out, and then 

walk downtown, and he'd pick me up, and we'd go home. 

 [End of Tape 1, Side 1] 
  



Jurkins  SR 11145 
 

11 
 

Tape 1, Side 2 
2006 February 23 

 

MS: Okay. Jacque, we were just entering your college years, and you were talking about 

taking classes at University of Wisconsin at Oshkosh. Tell us a little bit about the classes 

or the teachers, and the quality. [Laughs] 

 

JURKINS: As far as I felt at that time, it was just an extension of what I had had in high 

school, because we had quality teachers in high school. They expected a lot, and so you 

gave a lot. The same was true in college. But I do know that because I had indicated that I 

wanted to look at pre-law, my economics prof once called me aside, we were walking 

down the hall, and he said, “Do you have enough money to be a lawyer? Because it takes 

a lot of money to be a lawyer.” And, one of my history teachers, I think she was Modern 

History teacher, felt that law wasn't ready for women yet at that time. As I recall, there was 

only one-woman lawyer in the county at the time. And, unfortunately, she didn't have a 

very good reputation, and I think, as I look at it now, it probably was because she was a 

solo practitioner. She probably had to scrap a lot to get where she was. 

 

MS: Did you ever meet her? 

 

JURKINS: No, I really never did. 

 

MS: So, the first couple of years you were still living at home and doing college class 

work. Did your parents adapt to that okay? Did they want you to stay at home until you 

were a certain age to go? 

 

JURKINS: Oh, yes. Yes. There was never that “when are you going to leave?” concept. 

[Laughs] Because after I transferred down to Madison I came home, or I went home, at 

least once a month. And not just to do my laundry, either, because we had laundry facilities 

at the dormitory. Just basically, because I enjoyed going home. We lived out on the lake, 
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so during the winters we had good skating. As I said, my dad was an avid fisherman. We'd 

go out ice fishing, which was as crazy as anything could be. We had a shack up north in 

Wisconsin. We could go up and cross-country ski up there. I totally enjoyed going home. 

 

MS: So, your major was pre-law? 

 

JURKINS: Well, yes, it was. 

 

MS: Did you major in History, or Political Science? 

 

JURKINS: I had a dual major actually. It was American Government and History. And 

that was the closest thing to pre-law. When I said “pre-law” it was because I was taking 

classes emphasizing government and history and then, of course, having Latin. In fact, I 

could have left earlier — I was offered some teaching jobs in Latin because [Laughs] of 

that, and I really don't, didn't, like Latin that much. So, strange. 

 

MS: When did you graduate from the University of Wisconsin? You had transferred to 

Madison. 

 

JURKINS: Madison, yes. Then I went on. - They combined your last year of college with 

your first year of law school. I mean, you were allowed to take classes. So, there really 

wasn't a graduation it went right into law. 

 

MS: You mentioned a couple of professors that tried to discourage you from going into 

law. 

 

JURKINS: Yes. 

 

MS: Was there anybody that encouraged you? Besides your parents. 
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JURKINS: No. Not really. Even transferring into law from the bachelor's program, you 

had to have a personal interview with the Dean of the Law School, He was very negative 

towards women. 

 

MS: Do you remember the Dean's name? 

 

JURKINS: Brown. Dean [Ray] Brown. And he was a temporary Dean. In fact, he wrote 

Brown on Personal Property. But, once I got into law school, things did not get better. The 

Property class professor really made a habit — I mean, no one, after the first couple of 

weeks of class, no one would sit next to me because the professor, [Mr. Richard Effland?], 

would call on me first thing in class. And his pattern was, he'd call on someone and then 

he'd call on the next person, sitting next to the person he first called on - We did not have 

definite seating assignments — you could sit anyplace in the room. And no one would sit 

next to me because they knew they would be called on in the morning, because I was the 

first one to be called on every day. 

 

MS: So you had to be very prepared. 

 

JURKINS: I had to be very prepared, yes. And, he had lots of nice little ways of poking 

fun at me. The funny thing was he was funny and I'd laugh at him. [Laughs] I'd end up 

chuckling at what he said. So, I don't know if he thought I was laughing at him; I was really 

laughing with him. But— so that was my Property class. I remember. 

And then the Criminal Law teacher. Criminal Law was really one of my real 

difficulties because he called on me — I didn't spend a lot of time with the main text case 

— I spent all my time reading the footnote cases, because he always called on me for 

footnote cases. He would have someone recite, brief, the textbook case and then, “How 

about this” and he'd say so-and-so and such-a-such a case, and it was the footnote case, 
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that was explaining something. I learned that I had to learn everything there was to know 

about footnote cases.  

But, actually — there was a different treatment of women. And I was, of course, the 

only woman in the class at the time. In the whole school, there were just three gals. My 

Freshman year I was the only Freshman, and then the next year there was a gal ahead of 

me, no two gals ahead of me. One, had the most beautiful voice I had ever heard. She was 

from Hawaii. And I don't really know if she graduated or not. That was how involved I was 

with just keeping up with what I was doing. And then the gal immediately ahead of me was 

[Eileen Searls?], who became a real mentor to me. She made sure that I had a locker, and 

she was really very, very key in my law school life. 

 

MS: Do you remember her name? 

 

JURKINS: Yes. [Eileen Searls?]. She was from Madison, so she lived at home. And, then, 

the year after — the next year — there was a gal that became my roommate, Elaine 

Fitzgerald. Anyway, Elaine — “Fitz” we called her — Fitz was really political. She was the 

youngest of, 18 or 19 kids. And, actually, someone in her home town was sponsoring her 

and sent her to college. So, when she did graduate, she went back. She became District 

Attorney for her county. So, she was really politically oriented. 

I remember she was appalled — she was a Democrat — she was appalled at the 

Republican party and she was always coming down on some injustice that the Republican 

party were responsible for — and, of course, Wisconsin was a Republican state, so she was 

always sort of swimming against the stream. 

I became active in law school. Actually, after my first year, after I think — you know, 

the “test of fire” — the second year and third year weren't that bad as far as my activities 

were concerned. I was active in the student body.  

Because of Eileen – I was kind of alone a lot. I had never really had a paying job, 

and I looked for a job to keep me occupied because I didn't have anyone to do anything 

with. I went down to Madison without knowing any other students I wasn't involved with 
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anyone down there. But, anyway, I decided I was going to get myself a job. And, my Dad 

was totally opposed to that. He didn't want me to do it. But I took a note off of the student 

bulletin board of this professor who wanted someone to help in his office with clerical work. 

So, I went in and it was at the law school, and it was William Herbert Page. Now, that name 

probably doesn't mean anything to most people today, but William Herbert Page was the 

leading authority then on wills and trusts and contracts. He was writing books, massive 

treatises, on wills, and one on contracts. Page is a big name in law. His whole family was 

law. In Ohio it's Pages' [Ohio] Revised Annotated Code. Anyway, Eileen said to me, “I don't 

think you should take the job with Page, because you'll get too involved with his work— 

things may slide.” 

Well, I didn't follow her advice, and he did offer me a job. And I'll always remember 

the funny thing is he was working on his will treatise, and he said to me, “Do you know 

what a will is?” [Laughs]  

And I said, “Sure, I know.” [Laughs]  

And, I think it was because I was so stupid and brash, that he hired me. I got the 

tremendous amount of, I think it was 75 cents an hour, or something like that. And, as a 

result that job, I was in the library so much because of what he had me doing — he had me 

researching right away.  

He said, “This is what I want. This is what I want you to look for.” So that's — 

everything I did was turned over to him. But I soon learned the ins and outs of legal 

research, and Shepherdizing, manually, we didn't have a computer, so you had to do 

manual Shepherdizing. Anyway, I was in the library a lot, and the librarian then was [Verna 

Baertschy?].  

Since I was in the library so much, [Miss Baertschy?] asked whether I would like to 

work in the library and take the afternoon or evening hours, it was a couple of hours a day, 

and I said, “Sure.” 

So, that's how I got more exposure to the law library. Of course, that gave me a lot 

more exposure to the students, because I ended up actually teaching many of them how 
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to find things because, while we had a good class in legal research and writing, we didn't 

do the real application. Kind of a shame. 

 

MS: Wasn't practical application? 

 

JURKINS: No, it wasn't. It was all a workbook type thing and that was all. Looking back 

on legal research then, as now, students don't really think that research is important. It isn't 

until you get out that you realize you need it and should have paid more attention at the 

time. [Laughs] So, anyway, I worked in the library too. Carried my full class load. 

 

MS: I'm coming back to Professor Page. What is your recollection of him? What do you 

remember about him? 

 

JURKINS: Well, actually, he was a character on campus. He was very elderly at the time 

I worked for him. There are lots of stories about Professor Page. Herbie, everyone called 

him behind his back. He was a very small, slightly built, man. He started a tradition on 

campus for the law school. At Homecoming, the graduating seniors from law school would 

carry canes and walk across the full length of the football field, and then they were 

supposed to throw their cane over the goal post, and those that hung up there would win 

their first case in court. He started that tradition. He always led off the students, walking 

with his cane. 

 

MS: Did your cane hang up there? 

 

JURKINS: No. Mine didn't. Mine did not, no. I don't think mine even got to the bar. 

[Laughs]  

I had a lot of Deans in that short time, because the school had a lot of turnover, but 

George Young, I think, was one of my Deans. Anyway, when it came time to graduate, he 

always said you had to be 21 to graduate from law school, and I always remember he said, 
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“You can't graduate until you can—you can't—,” no, how did he say that? I can't remember. 

I just remember he said you had to be able to belly up to the bar, meaning you had to be 

21 to pass — to all the bars. 

But, anyway, law school, you just took everything as it came. You know. 

 

MS: Did Professor Page treat you well? 

 

JURKINS: Oh, he was wonderful. He really was. He was very supportive of me, really. 

He was a mystery fan. Agatha Christie was his favorite. He always talked about Aggie, who 

I think was his favorite. We'd talk about Agatha Christie and some of her books. 

The prof in the office next to his was Willard Hurst, who was a History of Law 

professor. 

 

MS: How do you spell his name? 

 

JURKINS: H-U-R-S-T. Willard. They had running swap meets on mystery books. So, I 

got kind of interested in mysteries, more than I had been. Because I hadn't really been 

much of a fiction reader — I read a lot, but there wasn't a lot of fiction that I had read. I was 

more into biographies and histories, and autobiographies. 

Well, anyway, it was kind of fun to be in the office, just listening to the two of them. 

 

MS: Was there any one professor that did take you under their wing? 

 

JURKINS: No. 

 

MS: Or, one that influenced you more than others? 

 

JURKINS: In law school? No. 
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MS: How about undergraduate? 

 

JURKINS: No. It really wasn't until I got to the University of Washington Graduate 

Program for Law Librarianship that I had someone that I felt very close to, as a mentor, and 

that was Marian Gallagher. 

 

MS: Before we get on to the University of Washington, I just wanted to ask if there were, 

if you can remember any significant experiences from your first four years in college. I 

guess, also, I was curious, did you have to take a law bar exam, or did you just say, “I want 

to do law”? 

 

JURKINS: LSAT? [Law School Admissions Test] Yes, I took that. 

 

MS: You did? 

 

JURKINS: Yes, yes. 

 

MS: Okay. And, so you did have to be accepted into law school. 

 

JURKINS: Oh, yes. Yes, yes. 

 

MS: So was there anything that happened in those early years of college that changed 

your thinking, or did it just reinforce what you wanted, what you had always wanted to do? 

 

JURKINS: It just, well, yes, everything just kind of reinforced. Truth is in the dormitory; I 

did not form a lot of close knit – there was a girl I became acquainted with from OskKosh 

We would travel back and forth by bus or – her father was blind, she was not in law school, 

but was an under grad. She probably was the closest person that I formed a friendship 

with. When I look back on – my sister has all these friends from all levels from grade school, 
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from high school, from college, the different positions she worked, different hospitals she 

worked. 

 

MS: Was she younger than you? 

 

JURKINS: Yeah. But I can’t say that – I don't have any friends from grade school, from 

high school, from college – even from the University of Washington. I don’t have any real 

close friends and I can’t account for that. 

 

MS: A couple of other questions. Could you explain to me exactly what degrees you 

have? Undergraduate? Because I know they're a little bit different than what they might be 

today. Also, you said, with the law degree you were getting it while you were finishing 

undergraduate. 

 

JURKINS: Okay. From the University of Wisconsin, I have, because I took that combined 

course, I have some kind of a, I don't even know what it is, some kind of a certificate of 

having completed the B.A. [Bachelor’s Degree]. Then, when I graduated from the law 

school, I received a L.L.B. [Legum Baccalaureus]. And, then— 

 

MS: Which stands for? 

 

JURKINS: Bachelor of Laws. And then I went on and got my Masters in Law, and that 

was — the L.L.M.  

 

MS: Was it the M.L.S.? 

 

JURKINS: M.L.S. is the Masters in Library Science. I got my Masters in both. 

 

MS: So you did, you actually did the legal work before you did, I mean, the… 
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JURKINS: Yes. I got my Masters in law.  

 

MS: You got the law degree before you went to Library school?. 

 

JURKINS: Oh, yes. I got my Masters in Law. My thesis was on Third Party Tort Actions. 

Under Professor Campbell. And, then, the school changed the degrees to the JD and they 

reissued me a degree as a J.D. [Juris Doctor Degree]. And, then, I came out to the 

University of Washington and — entered the program in the Masters, the Graduate School 

Program in Masters in Law Librarianship. So that was the M.L.L. Again, I really never paid 

much attention to them, I’m sorry. 

 

MS: Okay. 

 
[End of Tape 1, Side 2] 
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Tape 2, Side 1 
2006 May 4 

 
 

MS: Good morning Jacque. 

 

JURKINS: Good morning. 

 

MS: Jacque, I wanted to begin this morning by just doing a couple of follow-up questions 

from our previous session. And, I wanted you to describe, just to kind of get you in the 

mood again, your first impressions of law school. I know you said it was a continuation of 

being in college, but you might want to address the male students. I know you had two 

friends, female friends. 

 

JURKINS: Well, actually, in those days in law school, [the female] and the male students 

really didn't have very much interaction outside the classroom, or outside the law school 

setting. At least I don't really recall any real activity, except, perhaps, in my last year. Then 

I was really active with the Law Student Association. And, well, that was probably the most 

interaction that we had. I really didn't have that. As I said, it was more of an extension of 

college. I lived in the dormitory because, at that time, everyone under 21 had to live in the 

university dormitories. If you were female. And, I can't really say that there was a lot of — I 

don't think we — women really weren't accepted as readily as they are now in law school. 

By faculty or students. 

 

MS: How big was your law class? 

 

JURKINS: Oh, it wasn't very large. I really don't know. Probably around 50. It wasn't a 

very large class. 
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MS: You had mentioned that several of your law school professors and also Professors 

Page and [Ethlin?]. 

 

JURKINS: [Richard Effland?]. 

 

MS: And then you also mentioned Deans Brown and Young. Can you recollect any of 

your other law professors, or… 

 

JURKINS: Oh, sure, yes. 

 

MS: Have anything to say about them? You mentioned, also, a criminal law professor 

who called on you for footnote cases. 

 

JURKINS: Oh that was George Young… 

 

MS: Who was [Effland?]? 

 

JURKINS: Oh, That was the real property class professor. 

  

MS: Okay. So that was… 

 

JURKINS: Professor, yes. 

 

MS: Effland, Okay. Did any other law professors… 

 

JURKINS: Oh, we had a lot of outstanding people — I had — Professor Bunn, who was 

really active with the development of the Uniform Commercial Code. And there was 

another, [Jake Beuscher?], [Professor Beuscher?], who was the Agricultural Law professor. 

And they were really interesting people, mostly because of their mannerisms. I don't know. 
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[Laughs] Actually, when I look back, I had a lot of good professors. People who became 

known in their field, like Frank Remington for Criminal Law, and George Young was active 

in Criminal Law and that was about the time Wisconsin was revising its Criminal Code, and 

they were very active, and so, as students, we had some insight into some of the trends 

and the process that the Law Revision Committee used, because they were participating 

in. 

 

MS: Did you choose an area of law, as a law student, to go into, or emphasized… 

 

JURKINS: No. No. I took all the basics. I excelled in some and didn't in others, obviously. 

But, no, I didn't say, well, I was going to— I really anticipated going back to my county, my 

home county, and practicing general law. So, I didn't. Probably one of the more unusual 

subjects — I did take International and Comparative Law, mostly because I was interested 

in it. And, later on, it became very helpful because when I was at the University of 

Washington Law Library, I became involved with International Law. 

 

MS: When you graduated, did you practice law and, if so, when and where? Did you go 

back home? 

 

JURKINS: Yes, I did go back home, and it was, well, [Laughs] I did go home, I did 

practice briefly. I was not, well, I wasn't ready for practice when I went. And, I felt that very 

deeply, when I realized that. 

 

MS: So when did you begin to consider a degree in Library Science? 

 

JURKINS: Well I think that was when I was, I think I told you, one of my, one of the gals 

who sort of mentored me, she was ahead of me in law school. I met her when I was in 

Madison. We went to the Supreme Court on an argument, and I accompanied the senior 
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attorney who was handling the case. I had been working on it, but he actually handled the 

argument. I met her… 

 

MS: Was this Eileen? 

 

JURKINS: [Eileen Searls?], [yes]. And, that sort of started the ball rolling. 

 

MS: With the law, or with the Library Science? 

 

JURKINS: With the Library Science. Yes. Because she had already gone to Library 

School, before she was in law school as soon as she finished Law School, she took a 

position in the law library at Yale. And I don't really know what position, but she had 

returned to Madison on vacation. It was her home, and I met her on the street, and then 

we made arrangements for lunch, and that started the ball rolling. Later she became the 

University of St. Louis Law Librarian. 

 

MS: So she encouraged you. Then, how did you end up at University of Washington? 

 

JURKINS: Well, she was the one that made the suggestion, she suggested to me that I 

should apply, and it was kind of a strong suggestion, I remember, it was the first part of 

August, and I thought, I'll at least write for some literature. And, I wrote my letter to, Eileen 

had given me Marian Gallagher's name, Marian was the head of the Law Librarianship 

program, and it's kind of fuzzy because it really is long ago, but basically I sent my letter of 

inquiry with some of my background, to Marian, and before you know it, I had a telegram 

back saying I would be accepted in the program. And, as I said, that particular year I was 

the only student in the program. They were probably just hungry for students. [Laughs] 

And, of course, now there are usually a dozen or more students in the program. There is a 

difference between the program I took and the program that is now in existence. I think I 

told you that, too. At that time, a student had to have a foreign language, had to be 
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proficient in a foreign language, had to be admitted to grad school, and have graduated 

from a law school. So, as a result of the program, you ended up with a Masters in Law 

Librarianship. That has now been discontinued. Now, I guess it's a Masters in Information 

Science, with a Certificate in Law Librarianship and the requirements have changed. 

 

MS: Right. But they do have a special certificate, at least. 

 

JURKINS: They do. 

 

MS: You are a lawyer, but… 

 

JURKINS: But there are a number of schools with a similar program… 

 

MS: Certificates. 

 

JURKINS: Well, yes, because you no longer have to have the law degree to take the 

program. And, now, there are other schools that do offer that. At that time, it was the only 

school. 

 

MS: Now, as a I recall, when you were going to Law School, you also were working in 

the library. 

 

JURKINS: [Yes]. 

 

MS: And there was a librarian. Did she encourage you at all? 

 

JURKINS: Miss [Baertschy?]. She really didn't, no. Actually, when I was in the law library 

working, I was working for Professor Page. And, of course, what he had me doing was all 

centered in the library, and then I did become familiar with a lot of the students because 
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they saw me there all the time. And, in fact, one of the — he was a student there, and he is 

now Law Librarian at the University of Texas. said that I was the one that taught him how 

to Shepherdize. It was what I was doing for Professor Page, and, then, because of the fact 

that I was there so much, Miss [Baertschy?], asked me if I would like to take on some desk 

hours, and that's how I got into that. But, you know, she really, truly, never encouraged me. 

Afterwards, after I went to Library School, she was very pleased that I had. 

 

MS: Did you apply to any other schools besides University of Washington? 

 

JURKINS: No. No, I didn't. 

 

MS: Was it one of the few programs? 

 

JURKINS: It was the only program. 

 

MS: The only program. 

 

JURKINS: Of that kind. 

 

MS: And what year was this that you - 

 

JURKINS: 1960. 

 

MS: Okay. And what were your first impressions of Seattle and the Northwest? 

 

JURKINS: [Laughs] Well, that was interesting. I had sent my luggage out by railroad 

express and I just packed a big trunk and I sent it on out. And, when, I arrived, it was 

October 1st, I remember that, and I had a black wool suit on, and I got off the train and it 

was pouring rain. It was raining — I'd say it was pouring. And, then, I went to pick up my 
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trunk- I had already arranged housing, so I took a cab over to the apartment and then tried 

to make arrangements for my luggage, and my luggage had been lost. So, for the first 

week and a half I was in that wet, wool, suit. [Laughs] And I felt just awful. It was soggy, it 

really was— and, so, I really wasn't prepared for the weather. Not the way I should have 

been. And, then, when I was prepared, Marian Gallagher always laughed at me because, 

she said, I had boots, rain boots, and I had a Nor'easter slicker and a Nor'easter hat. And 

an umbrella. And she always laughed at me, because I would come in with all my rain gear 

and she said, “you can tell you're a foreigner.” 

 

MS: That's how she pictured you always, right? 

 

JURKINS: Yes, yes. Well, she said, no one really goes around with all this rain gear. 

[Laughs] 

 

MS: What were you first impressions of Marian Gallagher? 

 

JURKINS: Well, I think, you know, I became very well acquainted with her. She became 

a very good friend, as well as my mentor. She was just a very delightful, person. A very 

outgoing person. A very giving person. Willing to share her knowledge. I don't think that I 

can really answer what my first impression was because when I first met her, I accepted 

her as a professor and, then, because it was a one on one situation, just like you and I here, 

I got, you know, well acquainted with her. I just think the world of her. She's one of my real 

heroes. 

 

MS: Did she create the Law Librarianship program for you? 

 

JURKINS: Yes. She definitely was the originator of the program. 

 

MS: She had a law degree as well? 
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JURKINS: Oh, yes. Yes. Yes. 

 

MS: Describe your experience at University of Washington in the program as best you 

can. And, did more students come on while you were there? 

 

JURKINS: Yes. Well, the program, for me, was probably unique because it was a one 

on one with Marian. I'd go in the morning, first thing, we'd start out like 7:30 in the morning. 

And, I'd go into her office and she would have assigned a project, not only a project , but 

she assigned some reading and an assignment, and we would discuss it and then she'd 

go off and I'd go off, and try to do the assignment. I also had to attend other classes than 

the law library classes. I had to go over to the library school, so I took the Traditional 

Catalog and the General Reference and History of the Book. The program, the Law 

Librarianship Program, was integrated, so- when I say I was the only one in the class I 

meant in the Law Librarianship Program — there was a whole library school class, because 

you had to be accepted by Library School for the program, as I said. 

Following me, let's see, the next term, - there was an attorney from Seattle, Cecil 

Smith. He was there on a part-time basis. And another lady from Florida, I think… 

 

MS: This is in the Law Librarianship Program? 

 

JURKINS: This is in the Law Librarianship Program. [Lehman?], it was [Betty Lehman?], 

who also had been a practicing attorney, and they were both older. They weren't vintage, 

but they were in their 50s when they were in the Program. And then, Betty, when she 

graduated, I think she went to Chicago and worked at the University of Chicago, I think. 

And, then, she became head librarian down in Florida some place, one of the Florida 

schools. And Cecil never did go on. He took his classes part-time, and it took him a long 

time. I don't know how long he was there. But I know he worked evenings at the UW Law 

Library as Reference eventually. But then after that there were a lot of names that you 



Jurkins  SR 11145 
 

29 
 

really would recognize, like [Al Coco?] and [Albert Brecht?]. Every one of Marian's students, 

I think, became a head law librarian. The Program was really geared more to the academic 

law library. I was always the maverick. Marian was always trying to get me into an academic 

library. I'll leave it at that. [Laughs] 

 

MS: So were you working in the library at all at the University of Washington when you 

were going to school? 

 

JURKINS: Yes. 

 

MS: Did you still work at some other job? 

 

JURKINS: No. No. I did work in the law library. The Program also included a fellowship 

and legal research program. So, I taught one class in legal research, and that was one of 

my assignments, really. And, then I did work at the Reference Desk as a student, and that's 

how I got to meet Viola Bird, because Vi was in charge of the student staff, and I became 

very good friends with Viola. 

 

MS: How do you spell her last name? 

 

JURKINS: B-I-R-D. The little bird. [Laughs] You know, she's the one who just celebrated 

her 100th birthday. She's still going strong. 

Some of the funny things, just a side comment, since I was at the Reference Desk, 

one night an attorney came in. He introduced himself. He was from Alaska, and he needed 

help. He came in for a couple of nights after, and I was helping him. And it was some of the 

most simple things in legal-research-type questions. So, anyway, before he left, he said, 

he wanted to know if I wanted a job in Alaska. [Laughs] Because nobody up there knew 

how to find things, but I really had advanced research. And I was into legal research long 

before I took the position, or went to the Library Program. 
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MS: As you started your studies at University of Washington, did you feel like you'd 

made a good decision? 

 

JURKINS: Yes, I had. 

 

MS: And that's what you wanted to be doing? 

 

JURKINS: Yes, I did. I felt, really, I could be of some service and I liked the academic 

law library situation. I don't want to give you the idea I didn't. But I like public work better. 

Working with — and by public I don't mean the lay person, I mean the attorneys and the 

judges and legislators. 

 

MS: Can you discuss any of your classmates from Library Science School besides the 

ones in the Law Librarianship Program? Or is that… 

 

JURKINS: No. That's strange. I really wasn't involved that much in the Library School. I 

can't remember the names [Laughs] it's awful, but I really wasn't involved over there. I was 

centered at the Law Library always. I went over to the Library School for classes, but I really 

didn't spend any time there. And all my basic assignments were over at the Law School. 

 

MS: So, besides Marian Gallagher, there wasn't any other professor… 

 

JURKINS: No. Vi was the only one — the other Law Librarian that I had direct contact, 

but that was because I was considered one of the students. 

 

MS: So, when did you actually graduate, and what was the title of your degree? 
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JURKINS: Yes. It's — was it 1960? I think it was 1960. and the program was Masters in 

Law Librarianship, I think that's what it was, because it was a Masters in Library Science, 

and I think it then was a Masters in Law Librarianship, yes. 

 

MS: And did you get to go back to Wisconsin very much during this period? 

 

JURKINS: Oh, only as a student, one Christmas time. No, I didn't go back except for the 

traditional student holidays. 

 

MS: Okay, so you now have a Law degree and a Law Librarianship degree, and how are 

you feeling about your accomplishments and what were your plans next? 

 

JURKINS: Well, as part of my Program, like a Master's thesis, I had been — I really didn't 

select it, Marian just gave it to me, was a survey and analysis of plans for the reorganization 

of the Washington Supreme Court Library — the Library hadn't been catalogued, anyhow, 

that was my thesis, and it was, of course, presented to the Chief Justice, and as a result of 

that they hired me. 

 

MS: Was that in Olympia? 

 

JURKINS: Olympia, [yes]. I used to take trips down there to survey the library. And the 

librarian there, excuse me, it's so long ago, I can't remember, was Roy Mersky. He'd been 

hired. And, I guess between Roy and the Chief Justice, I was hired to try to perfect some 

of my suggestions in my paper. Basically, the cataloguing and the circulation and the 

organization of the collection. 

 

 
[End of Tape 2, Side 1] 
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Tape 2, Side 2 
2006 May 4 

 
 

MS: This is Mary Smith interviewing Jacque Jurkins on May 4, 2006, for the U.S. District 

Court Historical Society. The interview takes place at the branch of the Multnomah Law 

Library in Portland, Oregon. This is Tape 2, Side 2. 

 

MS: Okay, Jacque, did you have anything more to say about the Supreme Court Library 

in Washington, in Olympia? 

 

JURKINS: After we set up the systems, Marian called me and asked me if I would be 

interested in coming back to the University of Washington as their International 

Comparative Law Librarian, and I told her yes. They had put in a grant request from The 

Ford Foundation for a million dollars for a Pacific Rim Law Library. And, so, I went back to 

the University of Washington Law Library and we set up a Pacific Rim Library, which was 

really interesting. We wrote numerous letters to all the different sources for legal 

publications for the countries around the Pacific Rim, and had one professor who was 

teaching in the International Program, that was, what was his name? Dan Fenno 

Henderson, I think. I'm really bad about names, but, anyway, he was one of the few 

American lawyers who was admitted to practice in Japan. Japan had a very strict policy 

which prohibited non-Japanese from practicing law there. But Dan was one of the few that 

had been admitted, or been allowed to practice, after General MacArthur was the 

[Inaudible]. 

Anyhow, he worked on, I think, the Japanese Constitution. He was part of the 

program, and he had an office in Japan, and he would have his secretary or his people 

there collect materials and then ship them to us. And, then we made contacts at the 

different law schools and governments around the Pacific Rim. We only collected those 

materials, primary materials. 

 



Jurkins  SR 11145 
 

33 
 

MS: Where was the physical library? 

 

JURKINS: At the University. In the Law School. It was in the basement of the Law 

School. [Laughs] And, then, after that, we added another librarian. Susie Lee, who was 

Japanese, that came on board. I had the availability of translators. I mean, the University 

had students from all over the world, so if we needed a translator, we would just send out 

a call for help. — I learned some things about international trade. 

 

MS: And so your International Law… 

 

JURKINS: Background helped. Yes, it was actually, yes. 

 

MS: So, did you feel like this was you're really first job? Maybe not the first one, but the 

most significant job of your early career? 

 

JURKINS: No, actually, I didn't. Because it was more management. I really didn't use a 

lot of my library training there. No. It was more bibliographic work, yes, but not — it was 

more making contact and locating other kinds of contacts. Worrying about shipping and 

about restrictions because some things couldn't come from [communist countries], for 

example, from China. Materials had to go through Canada to come down here, and then 

we — so, we — it wasn't really what would you would traditionally think of as librarianship- 

it was really more business management. 

 

MS: So, how long were you involved? 

 

JURKINS: Hmm — not quite two years. 

 

MS: Does it still exist today? Or an offshoot of it? 
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JURKINS: Yes. They still have an Asian law collection, but it's not the same as the 

grant's purpose, actually— program change considerably. But they do still have a very 

strong Pacific Rim program at the University [law library]. 

 

MS: So, during these early years, after going to Library School, did you — were you still 

closely in touch with Marian? 

 

JURKINS: Oh, yes, yes. 

 

MS: And anybody else? 

 

JURKINS: Well, of course, Vi. [Laughs] 

 

MS: Right. [Laughs] 

 

JURKINS: Yes. 

 

MS: So what kept you motivated and inspired during your early years? 

 

JURKINS: Well, at the University, of course, it was fun to see a whole new entity develop 

as the Pacific Rim International Comparative Law Library. And at the Supreme Court Library 

in Washington, it was fun to see something develop from the reorganization. So, it was 

always challenging and different, and not what I had really — I don't know if I really had any 

specific or preconceived ideas about what I should be doing at that point. I was enjoying 

the different facets of what came along and, then, when we sort of were winding down on 

the Ford Foundation grant, Marian called me and wanted to know — she said, “there's 

another library that needs reorganization — it's another Supreme Court library.” And it was 

the Supreme Court Library in Colorado. I went and talked to them, and I don't know how 
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many they interviewed, if they interviewed anyone else, or just what, but, anyway, I ended 

up accepting their position. 

 

MS: Was that? 

 

JURKINS: Reorganizing. 

 

MS: Was that very similar to the Washington State one? 

 

JURKINS: Yes, yes. And at that time, it was an interesting thing, the Court was partisan. 

Not like this state, where it's non-partisan. It was at that time, the judges ran on a ticket, 

and the Chief Justice had indicated that the legislature had provided for a new Supreme 

Court building, and a whole new facility for the library, and that was an attraction — come 

in and help organize and become the architect of their new library. So, I did. I accepted. 

But, then, I mentioned the partisan aspect — the Court and the legislature began to wrangle 

about different aspects of this new facility. One of the problems was that in Colorado the 

Capitol Building was on a hill — at that time the law library was in the Capitol Building, in a 

wing of the Capitol Building. 

 

MS: What year was this? Do you recall? 

 

JURKINS: 1962, I think. Yes. The beginning. Anyway, the Capitol Building was on the 

hill, and the State had just built a state library building which was sort of halfway up the hill, 

and the legislature had acquired property next to the State library for the Court building, 

but the Court didn't want their building to be on the side street, basically below the Capitol 

building. I mean, they wanted to be above, or on a par level on the street across from the 

Capitol. Anyway, they got into this crazy hassle, and the legislature just cut the money off, 

so there was no prospect, for at least two to four years, of anything happening. And, it 

really was bad because the Court Administrator was [caught in the conflict] — his salary 
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was funded, but there was no operating provision — no funds for operating. And, he was 

sitting in the library because he didn't have an office. It was really bad. Also, at the same 

time, I became the assistant to the Executive Secretary to the State Board of Law 

Examiners, so I was involved with the bar examinations… 

 

MS: And that was in Colorado? 

 

JURKINS: Yes, with the bar exams there. Working with them. The Executive Secretary's 

office was next to mine in the library. It really became quite a political quagmire, and… 

 

MS: So, did you ever get to reorganize their library, or did it… 

 

JURKINS: Only on paper. [MS laughs] Only on paper. And, that's when I got a call from 

Marian again [Laughs], and she said, “Portland needs you.” And that's how I got to Portland. 

I came here and looked at… 

 

MS: Organizing another library? 

 

JURKINS: Well, the library here at the time was in a state of — I don't want to use the 

word neglect, but the library was not current, and Mr. [Fred R.] Salway was well into his 

nineties. He was arthritic and did not come into the library any more. The Assistant 

Librarian, Mr. Tocson had died very suddenly, and he was not a professional librarian, and 

I'd been told he was actually at one time a dishwasher or something in some restaurant 

when Mr. Salway hired him. And the other person in the library was Margaret Riddle. 

Margaret had been the elevator operator in the Court House, and when they moved to the 

automated elevators, she was taken on in the library. So, the library did not have any kind 

of professional librarian. And, that wasn't unusual for that period of time, frankly, — one of 

the things I found was in a lot of the Supreme Court libraries and county law libraries 

around the country, the person who was the librarian was usually some widow of some 
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prior justice or judge, or relative of some legislator or lawyer. People didn't believe they 

needed a professional librarian at the time. 

 

MS: Before we get talking about your stint in Portland [Laughs] which is still going on, 

Jacque, I wanted to just go back to Colorado a second. And, also, I want to ask you kind 

of a general question. Did you ever take a state Bar Exam in any of the states? 

 

JURKINS: In Colorado I didn't have to because of the reciprocity. And the same was 

true in Washington. Here, when I got here, the [Library] Board definitely — one of the things 

that they felt was a problem, I should say — one of the issues that was a problem, was the 

fact that Mr. Salway had very actively practiced law at the law library, and one of the things 

they wanted to make certain would not happen again — was that the library would not 

become a law office for the librarian. And, so they specifically said they did not want me to 

take the Bar here. It was kind of interesting, because when I went out to the Law School, 

because of my position at the Law School — had been considered a member of the Bar. 

 

MS: What about in Wisconsin? 

 

JURKINS: Oh, yes. I'm a member of the Wisconsin Bar there, yes. And, I still am. I 

maintain my Bar membership there. I thought if I go back, I might need it. 

 

MS: So, when you were in Colorado, you mentioned — I just want to have you discuss 

your position with the Board of Law, the Law Examiners? 

 

JURKINS: The Board of Law Examiners, yes. 

 

MS: What was your position? 
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JURKINS: Well, there was Executive Secretary, and I was the Assistant Executive 

Secretary. So, part of my duties was to go over the applications. It was kind of interesting. 

Their system was completely different than it is here. There was a character check that we 

had to send to the American Bar Association in Chicago, we sent for a background check 

[to check criminal activity]. The records were confidential, they weren't public, and I 

remember the F.B.I. [Federal Bureau of Investigation] came in and demanded some 

records, and we said, “No, no, these are private; these are not public.” Also proctoring the 

bar exam, working with the Bar Examiners who prepared the questions, and helping them 

do some research. It was an interesting little job. 

 

MS: Did you do any legal research? Teach any legal research classes? 

 

JURKINS: There? No. 

 

MS: While you were there? 

 

JURKINS: No. 

 

MS: Just in Washington? 

 

JURKINS: [Yes]. 

 

MS: Okay. Alrighty, then, so Marian called you and you came to Portland, to the 

Multnomah Law Library. You've already mentioned a couple of things. And, you've been 

here, ever since. And, you've seen a lot of changes, but I'm sure you helped to bring about 

some of the changes in the Library and, so, if you could just discuss whatever — kind of 

reflect back, and progress forward. Anything you might want to say? 
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JURKINS: Well, I actually became very, very active in Oregon law libraries, besides the 

Multnomah Law Library. The law library moved — before I arrived and probably because 

the librarian wasn't here, on site, he apparently had a lot of library business over the phone, 

the Library was just summarily divided, and part of it moved into storage because the 

County needed the space for court rooms.  

One of the first things that I had to do was go through the collection that was over 

in storage to see what was there. What I found did not make any sense. Whoever decided 

what to send to storage or where to cut a set — or decide “this is going over and that isn't” 

— decided without regard to whether it was a full set or a partial set, or just what it was. 

So, that was part of the first year. Well, then, of course, I developed a program of 

reorganization. One of the things that I did was check the [collection] — the Library had a 

good collection, but it was old. Only part was being kept to date, and then when it was cut 

in half and moved, it was a little bit disorganized. So, what I did was quickly do an inventory, 

reorganize, to bring the materials we needed back into the court house. And, then, started 

working on getting a remodeling done. 

The Board was really extremely helpful in the process. I don't know — there was so 

much going on. Then one of my Board members, Mr. Harrington, [Frances Harrington?], 

was real interested in serving the other counties, because we were the only law library that 

was available to the practicing bar in the state, because, at that time, the Oregon Supreme 

Court Library was definitely the library for the judges and the Attorney General's office. It 

was so strict that the public was not welcome, and they had just one table for the students 

at Willamette, if they came in to use anything, they could only sit at that one table, they 

couldn't use the whole library. So, Mr. Harrington's big dream was that we spread the 

wealth of the library to the whole state. I always said he was my pimp, because every time 

I got a call from someplace, they said, “well, Mr. Harrington suggested that we talk to you,” 

and then I would make a visit to the library— so, before you know it, besides what we were 

doing here I was pretty active with the library out in Clackamas County, Washington 

County, and Columbia County. 
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MS: So, was this in the 1960s? Or the 1970s? 

 

JURKINS: Late 1960s, beginning 1970s. Well, it went on, I don't know — I am still doing 

it. 

 

MS: Was this the only county court house that had a law library? 

 

JURKINS: No. 

 

MS: Did the other counties have one? 

 

JURKINS: Other counties had them, but they were not organized, or they weren't 

available. Most of them were, and it's still true with the county law libraries around us, they 

were under supervision of a number of different entities — they may have been under a 

Presiding Judge's office, they may have been in the District Attorney's office, or the County 

Counsel's office. They could have just have been — one library was just there and it was 

basically a closet and the attorneys just came in— the county law libraries were pretty 

scattered. Now, of course, their attorneys, I think basically in the 1970s, realized the value 

of their county law libraries, and started working towards improving them, manning them, 

or staffing them — they weren't staffed at all. 

Anyway, those were one of my activities. Sid Lezak once called me and said, “hey, 

can you come over and look at our U.S. Attorney's Office Library? We need something.” 

And they did. [And Judge Gus Solomon, called me about the Federal District Court Library], 

I got involved with the Federal Court Library then. It was one of those typical kinds of 

situations that clerks didn't know what to do. They were getting all these pocket parts — 

you'd go in and you'd find boxes of pocket parts for maybe two, three, years sitting there. 

They hadn't been inserted; they were just sitting on the floor. And, so, it was neglect, a 

situation of neglect in a lot of the libraries. 
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So, and then, at the same time, not too much later, again this is towards the late 

1970s, a couple of the judges — Judge Gantenbein and Judge Burns asked me if I would 

take a look at the Northwestern School of Law Library, which was — it was a very basic 

library in a very poor location. 

 

MS: This was Judge Burns and who else? 

 

JURKINS: Yes. Judge Burns went on to the District Court. 

 

MS: Right. But who was the other? 

 

JURKINS: Judge Gantenbein. He was then the Dean of the Law School, and they were 

looking at becoming accredited, and that was why they were interested in bringing about 

some changes in their law library. And, so, actually, I've been involved with a lot of law 

libraries over the years. 

 

MS: Was the law library here… 

 

JURKINS: The law library… 

 

MS: Was it in the same space that you are in now? 

 

JURKINS: The Multnomah Law Library? 

 

MS: Yes, the Multnomah Law Library. 

 

JURKINS: Yes, basically, except we did expand the facility. The mid-1970s, no — I've 

been involved with so many things, I've never paid attention to the time frame, but it must 

have been the early 1980s, that we did, was it the 1983? No. It would have been, again, the 
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end of the 1970s in there someplace. We were totally out of space and we were trying to 

find a way of doing something, and we were able to get the County to let us vacate the 

hallway. We were going to remodel, and the library was to pay for it, but the County had to 

agree to it. So, they allowed us, we got this variance to vacate the hallway, so that's why 

we closed off the hall, which was what had been done up in the D.A.'s office many years 

before. But, also, right around that time, the County did not fund a program that had been 

federally funded for drunk driving court, D.U.I.I. [Driving Under the Influence of Intoxicants] 

court, and at the time Judge Unis, who became an Oregon Supreme Court [justice], and 

after retirement went over the Federal District Court as a Trustee to one the G.P. siding 

trust. I think. 

 

MS: Magistrate? 

 

JURKINS: Was he a magistrate? I'm not sure. But, anyway, whatever. He was a terrific 

library user. 

 

MS: He still is. [Laughs] 

 

JURKINS: You couldn't have wanted, or you can't, - he was just, supportive. He used 

our library. He appreciated everything that you did for him in the library. And, this D.U.I.I. 

program had paid for the two small court rooms, and there was a clerk's, like administrative 

office, off of the court rooms. And, when the program was discontinued in the county, they 

continued to use the two court rooms. But this administrative area was not used because 

all functions went to the second-floor clerk’s facility. 

 

 [End of Tape 2, Side 2] 
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Tape 3, Side 1 
2006 November 30 

 
 

MS: This is Mary Smith interviewing Jacque Jurkins on November 30, 2006, for the U.S. 

District Court of Oregon Historical Society. The interview takes place at the branch of the 

Multnomah Law Library in Portland, Oregon. This is Tape 3, Side 1. 

 Good morning Jacque. I'm glad you're here again. And, just for the record, could 

you please state your name and where you were born? 

 

JURKINS: My name is Jacque, Jacquelyn, Jurkins, and I was born in Oshkosh, 

Wisconsin. 

 

MS: Okay. Well, we're going to start this morning going back to where the last tape, we 

kind of got cut off a little bit, and want to go over in talking about your early days working 

at Multnomah County Law Library. During the last session you were talking about how the 

Library was acquiring space within the Courthouse, and you also had mentioned Judge 

Unis and the role that he played in this, and I was wondering if you could kind of tell that 

story again. 

 

JURKINS: Well, Judge Unis, I think I have to go back further than that. There was a 

group that was called the Multnomah Bar Foundation, which just has recently been 

reactivated and it took on as one of its projects the reorganization of the corporate 

structure of the Law Library, and Judge Unis was on the committee of the Bar [Foundation] 

to acquire all outstanding stock, because the object was they were going to reorganize 

the corporate structure. And, so, he was very active in that acquisition of stock. And, then, 

eventually — and the reasons for that, that 150 shares of the stock had originally been 

issued, and one of the provisions of the corporation by-laws was that the ownership of the 

share of stock had to be held by an attorney, a licensed, practicing attorney. And, over the 

years, as the original stockholders and early subsequent stockholders passed away, the 
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shares of stock were lost, and apparently families didn't pay much attention to the stock, 

because it really didn't have any value.  

And, so, anyhow, Judge Unis was really very helpful in that acquisition and he voted 

the stock as it came in, to put the newer members on the Library Board. And, then, when 

he was presiding — he always stayed active — he was one of my favorite people, because 

he always took an interest in the Library. And, when he was presiding, and this was in 

District Court, the County had received a grant from the federal government to participate 

in the Drunk Driving Program, and a result of that, two new court rooms, or two court rooms 

were remodeled — no, they weren't remodeled —.  

The County Planning Division had shared the 4th floor with us, and the Planning 

Division was moved out — it was moved to the block where what is now the Portlandia 

Building — and the space that the Planning Division had was remodeled to accommodate 

two court rooms, two judges' chambers, two small jury rooms, and an administration area. 

And, when the program was to be completely taken over by the County, the County didn't 

fund it, so the two court rooms, which were 448 and 450, were turned back to the District 

Court, as well as the chambers. But the administration area was left unused, because it 

was just a big space. And, Judge Unis as I said was Presiding, and I asked him if we could 

use that space for temporary storage because we were just about to go into remodeling, 

and he said, “sure, here, it’s yours.” And, I don't know, all of a sudden, he gave it to us. It 

became part of the total remodeling, and it was incorporated into the Library and extended 

the Library by about at least a third, on the fourth floor. We had got a third more space 

because of it. He has always, always, been a good supporter of law libraries generally, not 

just ours. I know when he went down to the Supreme Court, he was very supportive down 

there too. And probably with you, now. 

 

MS: And he still uses he library. 

 

JURKINS: Yes, he's still… 
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MS: When he's in town. [Laughs] 

 

JURKINS: He's a good library user. 

 

MS: So, in regards to the physical space for the Multnomah County Law Library, I 

understand you also have a storage space, and that's somewhere else. If you could tell me 

when you acquired that, and where that might be. 

 

JURKINS: Well, the Library has had storage space from, I would think probably, very 

the early beginning of the Library. When I arrived in 1964, the County had come into the 

Library, and, again, space is always an issue with the Library and the County. We want 

more, and they want to take more. So, anyway, they had moved materials out to — they 

had just come in and decided this was a space they wanted, regardless of what the 

collection was, and packed it up and moved it out. Well, when I came one of my first jobs 

was to go see what had been packed up and moved out, and the Library Board decided 

that it would have to find its own space because the space the County put the Library 

materials into, was inaccessible and just very difficult to try and use. So, we've had storage 

space ever since I can remember. And, we moved around quite a bit. First, we had a space 

on 3rd, where your building is now, on 3rd and Main. 

 

MS: Main? [Laughs] Salmon? 

 

JURKINS: Yes, and, no, actually we were 3 and, let's see, Taylor, I think. Across from 

The Lotus. Nels Peterson had a building there, and we rented the basement there. And, 

then, when we outgrew that we went to the space where the World Trade Center building 

is now. And, an attorney by the name of Rubin Lenske owned it, and we rented that. That 

was a great space. We really had a functional storage area; it was just like a closed stack. 

We could just run over there and get books and bring them back. Which kind of reminds 

me — that area was known as The Circus. You know where prostitutes use to ply their 
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trade. [Laughs] And it wasn't unusual, but it always surprised me, I'd be standing on the 

corner with an armload of books. Old, grubby law books, and someone would walk up and 

say, “Are you dating?” [Laughs]  

And I said, “No.” [Laughs] I was a captive audience with the walk and stop signs 

there. 

Then we lost the space there when Mr. Lenske sold, and then we moved over to 

3rd and Madison, in an old one-story garage. And that wasn't the best, because we didn't 

have adequate lighting there and we couldn't use it as a real library — we used it for pure 

storage. 

Well, then, the State and the County came along [Laughs] and bought us out 

because the new Justice Building was to be built there. This is a story. Judge Crookham 

once said to me, “we should follow you around and invest.” [Laughs] Because the next 

place, the next storage space, we went down to a building across from the main Post 

Office. And, we had that space awhile, but within a few years, we were given notice that 

was a disaster as a storage area. We had a flood there which, again, was a total fluke, 

because the building next to us collapsed, and the roof collapsed, and went onto the roof 

of the building we were in, and that collapsed, and [funneled] the rain into our space. It was 

a really serious rain, heavy rain, and wind, and that's what caused the collapse. 

 

MS: Do you know what year this was? 

 

JURKINS: Oh, I'd have to go check. I don't know. Anyway, that building, as I said, was 

kind of a disaster, and it was a distance and not as convenient, but we were soon given 

notice because they were selling the building for one of those lofts [Laughs] developments. 

So, we lost that space. Then we moved from there over to just the other side of the river 

on Hawthorne, what was Dennis uniform company. And, that was a lovely space. It was 

like as English [basement]. We had light, and we set up things. But, again, it wasn't really 

adequate. I think there were union issues with Dennis, or something. But, anyway, we were 
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kind of firebombed one time there. So, I had to worry about that. As a result, we had to put 

screening around all the windows.  

And, then, when our lease was up there, they, Dennis, then decided they needed 

the space for the expansion of their factory. So, we looked around and found, within a 

block, now it's 135 SE Main, a basement space. And, that's where we are now. We have 

about 10,000 sq. ft. over there. The move from 18,000 sq. ft in the Dennis space to the 

10,000 sq. ft. Main St. space was difficult - I had to weed, and I must say we threw away a 

lot of the older materials which we had been keeping because we were and we are, pretty 

much, the only law library in the state that retained the old textbooks and the codes of all 

the states. So, it was a loss, because we did throw away a lot of materials. So, that's pretty 

much the story of our storage space. 

 

MS: Tell me about the annex. 

 

JURKINS: The branch here? 

 

MS: Which we're sitting in right now. And when that came about, and when and where. 

 

JURKINS: Ah, let's see. Well, it came about 20 years ago, actually. It was becoming 

quite evident that we were just up to the rafters with our collection in the Court House, and 

the storage area was becoming much less convenient to use because, it was, you know, 

in an old dirty basement. And we had some concerned Board members, attorneys, at that 

time — [Henry Hewitt?] was on the Board, and he was in this building. We had been looking 

around, all around, and finally the Committee came up with this building and, as I said, 

Henry was with Stoel Rives at the time, and they were — I think he used his influence a 

little, but, because we did have — at least the first lease was very favorable to the Library. 

It was about two-thirds the going rent in those days. But, at that time, it was Georgia Pacific, 

it wasn't Standard Insurance. And, we were a drawing card into the building for a lot of law 

firms, because it gave them on-site access to a very comprehensive collection, because 
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what we did was split the collection — it's hard to believe that everything we have here 

was at one time in the Court House — but we did not add to the collection except over the 

years as the collection naturally grew. We, at one time, had two sets of the National 

Reporters over at the Court House, so we divided those. And we put a set of National 

Reporters over here. 

 Because we felt that that Court House collection should support the practicing 

lawyer, we kept what most attorneys consider state practice materials. So, we kept the 

codes of the all the states, the National Reporter, all Oregon materials. We kept the text 

books, and the Law Reviews. We, at that time, decided that we could move all pre-1951 

briefs, because the Library is a depository for the state briefs, and we bind the briefs. But 

we moved those, the pre-51s over to the branch here. Then, we decided that there were 

specialties that were pretty much federal area of law, like Admiralty, Tax, Labor, Patents, 

Trade Regulation, Antitrust. We moved that material all over here. And, then, I also went 

through the collection and moved some of the older, kind of rare, books, and I started a 

rare book collection. And we've got some very interesting materials here. We have a lot of 

texts that now are really considered rare. 

 

MS: Jacque, tell me a little bit about your staff. Has that grown over the years? 

 

JURKINS: No. [Laughs] 

 

MS: Stayed the same? I've seen the same faces for about 30 years. 

 

JURKINS: We really – we have and [Laughs] the second person I hired here, when I 

first came — my predecessor was Mr. Salway. And, he was here until his late 90s, and very 

arthritic, and didn't come in, and his assistant was a Mr. Tucsan, who very suddenly passed 

away, and that left the library in the hands of a Margaret Riddle. I didn't know her very long. 

The second day I was here she, I guess, decided she was — I don't really know what 

happened — what Margaret's feelings were. She was very friendly the first couple of days 
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I was here. But I think the second or third day, she went to Wendell Gray, who was the 

President of the Library Board at the time, and resigned. And I understood there was some 

conflict she had with another of the Board members, that she had had some words with 

him and decided to resign. So, anyway, that left me all alone in a new library. I didn't even 

know the telephone number then. [Laughs]  

So, I put a call out to some of the business colleges for some clerical help because 

what I needed at that point was filing, and someone to help with the typing. And the first 

person I hired was Delores Clifton. And, Delores stayed on from about 1964 through the 

early 1990s, so she was a long timer. The second person I hired was Martin Mentzer, and 

I hired him because I needed someone to move — I needed muscle — [Laughs] and he's 

still with us. He does the night hours now. The third, fourth — there were a few short term 

people in there that maybe had stayed a year or so, but then I hired Carolyn, Carolyn 

Mentzer, and she's been with us since, oh dear, I have to really think back, it's been so 

long, but it would have been around the mid-1970s. And, by that time we were getting very 

into it with our catalog. 

I was doing the cataloging myself. I had converted to the Library of Congress, 

classification for Law K. About then, [Shirley Ngai?], who was the cataloger at Willamette, 

moved to Portland, and I was able to contact her and asked her if she would like to join us, 

and she did. And so, she's been with us since the mid- probably the 1980s — I'd have to 

go back and check that exactly. So, everyone has been with us except — I've had high 

school kids, or P.S.U. students come and help with moving books, re-shelving and help 

with labeling, etc. 

 

MS: You must have created a good environment that all these people wanted to stay 

with you Jacque. [Laughs] 

 

JURKINS: Well, we have to work together so there's no reason to do anything else. My 

Dad always ingrained in me a philosophy: don't give someone else something to do that 

you, yourself, can't do or won't do. So, we're all sort of jack-of-all-trades. I'll be doing 
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cataloging and reference and answering the phone, fixing the copiers, and— except for 

cataloging, everyone else pretty much pitches in where they can. 

 

MS: I was going to ask you, if you could describe, just to get a feel, a typical day that you 

had back in the 1980s, or 1975 or 1980, and then a typical day right now, in 2007. 

 

JURKINS: Well. [Laughs] 

 

MS: We can see if… [Laughs] 

 

JURKINS: If we just compare, around 1971 or 1972, I was consulting out at Lewis & Clark 

Northwestern School of Law Library. So, my days were then kind of strange because I 

would come in at 8:00 and leave about 12:30 here, and then go out to the Law School and 

stay from about 12:30 or1:00, in the afternoon to midnight. And that was to organize and 

develop the Law School Library, and then I also taught legal research and writing for the 

program. I was the only one teaching it. In the early pre computer days, is that what you're 

looking at? 

 

MS: Yes. [Laughs] 

 

JURKINS: [Laughs] Okay. The Library was the first library, in those days, to subscribe to 

subscribe to Westlaw, and so the early days I spent a lot of my time trying to develop an 

interest in the computer. 

 

MS: Do you remember what year that was? 

 

JURKINS: 1979. We've had the computer in here since 1979. And we had classes. It was 

interesting. The Library Board — had kind of mixed reactions. When I first proposed that 

we subscribe and take a contract for Westlaw, the reaction was mixed. I remember saying 
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in the meeting, this will put the attorneys on par with the Eastern attorneys, Eastern 

meaning New York. Because the computer had been widely accepted out East. One of the 

Board Members said, well, he didn't care about that. But, a couple of the other Board 

Members said, well, you know, go for it. But the proviso was, go for it if it doesn't cost us 

any money. So, the next weekend, after the meeting, I sat down and drafted a letter, typed 

it all out myself because, at that time, Delores was much more involved in the desk work 

than she was, I mean at the front desk, than she was at being a secretary. And I sent out 

oh, I don't know, about 50 letters… 

 

MS: I'm going to stop you here for a minute. 

 

JURKINS: Okay. 

 

MS: This is the end of Side 1, Tape 3. 

 

 [End of Tape 3, Side 1] 
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Tape 3, Side 2 
2006 November 30 

 
 

MS: This is Mary Smith interviewing Jacque Jurkins on November 30, 2006, for the U.S. 

District Court of Oregon's Historical Society. The interview takes place at the branch of the 

Multnomah Law Library in Portland, Oregon. This is Tape 3, Side 2. 

 Okay, Jacque, you can continue. [Laughs] 

 

JURKINS: As I said, the weekend after our Board Meeting I typed letters, and they were 

all original, I didn't just throw them on the copier, I typed them all, to about 50 different 

attorneys, all of whom I was certain were interested in computerized research, and asked 

them to support the project. At that time Westlaw was charging $60 an hour, and for that 

you got the total access to their database; they furnished the computer, the printer, and 

the communication line. In other words, the telephone line. So, for $1 a minute, you had all 

of that. And that seemed like a lot of money to people. A dollar a minute for research. Well, 

anyway, I got the great response. I think out of that at least 30 attorneys, responded 

positive. I had answers as, “even if we didn't use it, our firm spends more money than that 

on coffee.” All I asked was: one, to support it; and two, to try and use it, maybe once for a 

half hour a month or something, I can't remember exactly, but it was a minimal amount so 

that they really weren't assuming a huge expense — one mostly would have had to spend 

at least sixty dollars a month. Our first contract was for a year, and I've forgotten how much 

it was right now. Anyway, it was such a minimal amount. And that started it off, with a real 

bang. We set up a little computer room and we gave free lessons to anyone who was 

interested, whether they had subscribed or not. It was really strange — I had tried to talk 

to Lexis at the time about a similar arrangement. They would not talk to us. They didn't 

even answer me, which is strange for salespeople. But, when I finally received an answer, 

a reply I should say, to an inquiry about showing us Lexis, they said they weren't interested 

in public law libraries and they were strictly going to work with law firms. And, to this day, 

they haven't approached me to put Lexis into the Library and that's strange. 
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MS: They are with the federal government, though, right? 

 

JURKINS: Yes, they have the federal contract, but they weren't interested in us. Now, 

they have contracts with Clackamas County and they have some kind of a contract at 

Washington County. But I have never had a salesman talk to me about putting Lexis into 

our Library. I think it's so strange, considering we really are, outside of the Law School, the 

largest law library in the state. 

 

MS: Do you feel like there have been any changes in your responsibility at all, between 

1980 to 2006? 

 

JURKINS: No. No. Still have the same Chief, Cook, and Bottle Washer duties. [Laughs] 

 

MS: I would like to have you talk a little bit about the lawyers and judges that come 

through your doors and what, if you have any, stories… 

 

JURKINS: Aaahhhhh. [Laughs] 

 

MS: I know at the beginning of our last session, different names came up. Judge Unis 

you've mentioned, and Judge Burns. 

 

JURKINS: Judge Burns, yes. 

 

MS: Judge Gantenbein? 

 

JURKINS: Judge Gantenbein. 

 

MS: And then, also, the U.S. Attorney? 
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JURKINS: Sid Lezak, yes. 

 

MS: So, if you have anybody else that you might… 

 

JURKINS: Oh, goodness. I have tons of stories. I don't know really where to begin. One 

is our ex-governor, Goldschmidt, Neil Goldschmidt, was a real user. And when he was 

working for Legal Aid he had a seminal case that he was working on, and I worked very 

closely with him on that, because we were delving back into old English law, and he wasn't 

— which is not a criticism — but most lawyers when they get into English law, early English 

law, have no idea what they're looking at, or how to look for it. So, he's someone. And, 

then, several years later, when he was Governor, I met him on the street and he 

remembered that. But he also said to the individual walking next to him, introduced me, he 

said, “you don't know her?” He said, “Don't tell me you don't know her!” He said, “Everyone 

who's a lawyer should know her!” So, he was flattering, that was nice. 

We had Roger Tilbury that's a name that maybe you recognize from federal court. 

He had the Perkins v. Standard Oil case, which went on for years and years and years. 

And, of course, is one of the leading cases in Antitrust law, trade regs. And he was always 

using the Library. 

We've had a lot of authors come through the Library, too, looking for things. A recent 

writer, of Judge Solomon's biography, came in and we tried to help him… 

 

MS: Was that Howard Stein? 

 

JURKINS: Stein, I think. Helped him a little bit with the biography, digging up 

information about Judge Solomon. 

It's really hard because there have been so many people. Some of the kind of fun 

things — one year there was at A.T.L.A. meeting here. 
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MS: A what kind of meeting? 

 

JURKINS: A.T.L.A. American Trial Lawyers Association, meeting. That organization 

originated here in Portland. Nels Petersen was a founder. It had a different name then — 

but anyway. I'm pretty sure it was National Association of Consumer Credit Administration 

became A.T.L.A. But, anyway, there an attorney from New York who came in to do research 

in the library and he was going to be one of the main speakers. This is what he told me 

when I was helping him locate some law review material. And, it was interesting, after he 

went back, for a number of years I use to receive telephone calls — the Library was open 

seven days a week then — and we were staffed until 10:00 at night. Well, their three-hour 

time difference, and for a dollar after 9:00, wasn't it? You could call anyplace in the United 

States, and he would call for reference work, we'd do reference work for him, even though 

he had libraries much closer. But, most of them were closed, or manned by student help 

at that time of night. So, that was kind of an interesting use of the Library. Different use. 

And then we had some famous people, like Gerry Spence, he used to come in when 

he had a couple of [famous] criminal trials here in the state. Let me see, we had the white 

supremacy case that was kind of interesting, because we had the plaintiff's attorney, and 

then the defendant's attorney would come in with their bodyguards and [Laughs] they'd 

stay a respected distance away from each other. So, the Library has had its days with 

interesting people coming and going. It’s hard to pin down. 

 

MS: Well, if you think of someone while we're continuing our discussion, just jump in… 

 

JURKINS: Okay. 

 

MS: And start talking about them. I was going to ask you, just by observing all these 

people coming and going, what have the professional relationships been like between 

attorneys and judges, or attorneys and other attorneys, and administrators and judges or 

attorneys? 



Jurkins  SR 11145 
 

56 
 

 

JURKINS: Has there been a change? It's interesting to sit on the other side of the desk 

and see day to day the Courthouse goings on. The people coming and going in the 

Courthouse. And, yes, things have changed over the years, and I'm sure it's over in your 

Courthouse too. In the 1970s and 1980s, things were much more formal, much more formal. 

We used to keep a tie in the Library because Court rules required that the attorneys wear 

a tie when they made an appearance. And, if someone was caught without one, he could 

borrow ours. 

 

MS: Even in the Library? 

 

JURKINS: Oh, no, in the court rooms. But you rarely saw anyone in casual clothing in 

the Library. And, if they were without a tie, they knew they could come in the Library and 

get the very dull tie we had. 

 

MS: Did you pick out the tie? Or, did someone leave it? Or… 

 

JURKINS: No, no. Yes, we bought it because we were asked a couple of times about 

that, “Did you have a tie here we could use?” The Library was really — we kept a sewing 

kit for people who popped their buttons, and didn't want to go in front of a jury [Laughs], I 

mean, you know, they had a button off, [Laughs] you know, or that kind of thing. The Library 

— there's a considerable difference between the, I won't say the function of the Library, 

because it's always been to provide legal research, but the other kind of amenities that 

people expected. Seldom does anyone who comes in the Library now to ask if we had a 

tie. But, for some reason, they still come in and ask for things that they just sort of expect. 

So, like, today, someone came in and said, “Do you have two reams of paper? I 

would like to use them for a demonstration?” Well, yes, we do. So, he walked off with two 

reams of paper to go into Court. I have no idea what he was using them for. And, we get 

calls, quick, do we have an extra book truck to help carry or take books out of the Library, 
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or do you have this, that, and the next thing, for demonstration purposes or evidence — 

thumb tacks, everything. But, the use of the Library has changed considerably with the 

advent of the computer, and computer research. And, the new attorneys don't really know 

the breadth and depth of the Library, or what they can find in hard copy. They also don't 

realize what they're missing when they use the computer. That's a frightening thing. 

 

MS: So, are the numbers of attorneys coming in to use the Library — has it gone down 

in years, because they're staying holed up with their computers? 

 

JURKINS: It has declined, yes. But I say there's a five-year cycle. We see a new attorney 

for about five years. And, then, they become proficient in their subject field, like most sole 

practitioners do specialty like, domestic relations, probate, contracts, landlord/tenant, 

criminal law. So, we see people just about five years and then they sort of disappear, like 

a fellow who came in said, “I haven't been in here in for years.” Or, they go up in the firm 

and then they send in the law clerks, or the new associates, and that associate we'll see 

for about five years, and then they go up the ladder in the firm and we don't see them that 

much anymore. The Law Review collection still receives a heavy use, which I think new 

attorneys are accustomed to using in law school. And, of course, text books are not as 

accessible online as they are in hard copy. I think right now our main use is text books, 

Law Reviews, also briefs are our big heavy-use items. And state codes — we still have all 

the state codes and we do get a lot of people who like to look at the bound volumes rather 

than try and find it online. But the public use has increased 

 

MS: Jacque, you've been here now since, what was the year again? 

 

JURKINS: 1964. 

 

MS: 1964. You touched on a couple of things like the white supremacists coming in with 

bodyguards, but during your tenure here, can you recall any specific other events or cases 
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that really kind of stand out. I think one that you had mentioned to me, not on the tape, but 

something about the Rajneesh. 

 

JURKINS: Mmm— the Rajneesh. 

 

MS: [Inaudible]. 

 

JURKINS: Well, yes. Rajneesh. Of course, that's a big, big story in the state. It affected 

the whole state. We had a lot of Rajneesh attorneys come in. In fact, I became acquainted 

with them because they needed assistance. They had two attorneys from New York. They 

were both Rajneesh. They both were admitted to practice here. One specialized in tax 

work, so he was always involved in that. And the other did general corporate work, and it's 

interesting — they developed a law library at their compound, and used to fly back and 

forth. They had a jet and they kept asking me if I wouldn't come out [Laughs] to look at 

something, and I was always too busy. I never really wanted to go visit their compound. 

But I don't know, there were so many of them that would come in and talk to the two 

fellows. They didn't have any women lawyers, that I know of. But they certainly had a big 

contingency of members coming and going, talking to them, making copies. They would 

copy for hours, all different materials. So, our Library was heavily used by them. And I'm 

sure that some of the litigation that was going on over in Federal Court, too. 

Let's see, what was the other one that you were talking about? Oh, the Amway. Huh, 

yes. That was interesting. When the Amway trial was going on, it was interesting, it seemed 

the whole city was walking around in white suits. White, I guess it was flannel, suits. I don't 

know what they were made of. But, and straw hats. Because, apparently, that was the dress 

of the day for Amway people. 

 

MS: Do you remember the year? 
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JURKINS: No, I don't. I just remember the Federal District Court, which is now the 

Solomon Courthouse. If you were anyplace around, people were standing around, they 

just sort of saturated the area with their people. 

 

MS: Do you remember what the case was about? 

 

JURKINS: It was, I think, an antitrust issue over that tier system that they used. I don't 

know. I'd have to look it up. No, I truly don't remember what it was. I just remember that — 

I don't even know who the attorneys handling the case were at the time. The trial was over 

in the old Federal District Court building. 

 

MS: Then there was the shooting here? 

 

JURKINS: Oh, yes. 

 

MS: Were you here? 

 

JURKINS: [Candy Jones?]. Oh, yes. [Bob McKay?] was representing a lady, I think she 

was from Columbia County, anyway— in fact, I was up in the coffee room when this 

happened. Bob asked Candy to pitch-hit for him because he had to be in another trial. And 

— it was just supposed to be to be a brief appearance for the wife, [his client]. Anyway, 

Candy went to represent the wife and while she was sitting at the counsel table with the 

wife, the husband whipped out a gun and, in his attempt to shoot the wife, hit [Candy 

Jones?] and killed her. It was before Judge Deiz, and she was pretty gun shy after that, 

because there were other incidents, too. There was an incident where the father was 

sitting in the audience and the case — I think it was a custody case, if I recall right — and 

the case went against the son, and the father stood up and tossed the son a gun who 

started shooting. He did not — wound or kill anyone, but sure had the judge hiding behind 

the bench. [Laughs] 
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MS: What years were these? 

 

JURKINS: Oh, gosh, I don't know. You know, I don't really associate them with time, just 

things that happened in the court house. 

 

MS: Was that before they had security? 

 

JURKINS: Oh, certainly before security. Yes. Definitely. 

 

MS: Is that what instigated that? 

 

JURKINS: And other incidents around the country. You know, there was a judge in 

Washington that was killed. Judge Londer, the presiding judge, was very insistent that 

some kind of security be put in the [courthouse]. Before the system they have now with 

the metal detectors at the front doors, when they had the sensitive case, — I remember 

they had one of the gang cases, and the sheriffs were afraid of weapons being brought 

into the court room, they set up — this was up on the 5th floor — and I think it was Judge 

Redding's courtroom then, a metal detector in front of the door of the court room, and the 

yellow tape cording off anyone from certain areas in the hallways. Then, anyone going into 

the court room would have to go through the metal detector. They were hoping to catch 

any knives and guns from the gang members who attended the trials. 

 

MS: Do you remember when they put in the security downstairs? 

 

JURKINS: I remember when it went in, yes. You mean the year? 

 

MS: [Yes]. 
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JURKINS: Oh, it's about, what?, ten years now. 

 

MS: Seems like it's been longer, but… 

 

JURKINS: Well, let's see, it was Judge Londer, who put it in. You know, some of the 

court houses just installed their security systems. They haven't had, of course some of 

those court houses have not had real concerns about security. 

 

MS: Okay. We're going to end this tape. This is the end of Tape 3, Side 2. 

 

 
[End of Tape 3, Side 2] 
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Tape 4, Side 1 
2006 November 30 

 

 

MS: This is Mary Smith interviewing Jacque Jurkins on November 30, 2006, for the U.S. 

District Court of Oregon Historical Society. The interview takes place at the branch of the 

Multnomah Law Library in Portland, Oregon. This is Tape 4, Side 1. 

 Okay, Jacque, we're back. I'd like you to also talk a little bit about your relationship 

with the U.S. District Court, and with the judges, with any of the personnel. If you helped 

them setting up their library… 

 

JURKINS: Well, I think it was Sid Lezak who first asked me to look at their law library 

and, I'm not just sure what the relationship was at the time, but I also ended up not only 

looking at the U.S. Attorney's Office library, but I ended up looking at the District Court 

library. And it was kind of appalling because both libraries were totally neglected, in that 

you'd find stacks of boxes of old pocket parts that had never been put in. [Laughs] It was 

because it was always the law clerk of the judge, or the law clerk in the U.S. Attorney's 

office who was responsible for the library and, obviously, they didn't have the time, or the 

inclination to follow-through. So, we actually threw away a lot of old pocket parts that had 

been collecting on the floor. It was almost just a matter of weeding and cleaning up as far 

as reorganizing was concerned. 

I remember Judge Solomon having me stop by to talk to them about the library, 

how he wanted it brought up to date. I can't say he was horrendously interested in it, but 

he expressed concern that it should be kept up better, organized. But, there really wasn't 

much of a District Court library. The judges had the materials in their chambers. But, there 

really wasn't a completely organized library. It was Sid, who worked on that and d oversaw, 

the whole project of developing the library in the District Court House. He also hired 

someone to be the librarian. Pam Van Dune, I think, was the first gal that he hired.  

She was not a librarian or a law student, at the time. But she did on go to law school 

and she practiced here, and now she's gone to Eastern Oregon. We worked together and 
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we were able to requisition shelving and Sid got us some decent space for it, a much better 

space. And, that was their beginning of the law library. Then, after that, they had another 

gal, I think her name was Jane Gay, who was a library-trained person, and they had even 

gone so far as to install compact shelving. I am not sure how far it was up, the 5th or 6th 

floor. It was used by the judges and the U.S. Attorney's office. And it was a good collection 

for a small one. Then, later, the U.S. Attorney's office moved out of the building and a 

paralegal maintained the library for the U.S. Attorney. Then, you people moved into the 

Federal District Court and remodeled the second floor. Anyway, Scott [McCurdy] really 

organized that library. But actually, I was involved with the first libraries over there. 

 

MS: Okay. Do you remember any dealings with some of the judges? Like, I'm trying to 

think of ones that are still there, like Judge Panner, or Judge Redden, or Judge Jones? 

 

JURKINS: Well, Judge Jones was in our court house of course. He was a trial court 

judge here and then went to our Supreme Court. And, yes, we had a lot of interaction with 

him, but not as a federal judge. Not since he's been over in the other court house. Judge 

Panner, I just knew him by name. There wasn't any real interaction. It was Judge Solomon 

that I had — oh, and Sid. 

 

MS: And Judge Burns? 

 

JURKINS: Yes. Jim Burns. Yes. Definitely. He was active not only in our court house, he 

was one of the really well-thought-of judges in our court house. And, he was involved with 

the Northwestern School of Law then, too, because he was one of the people who was 

active with the Law School. 

 

MS: Why don't we go on to talk about your relationship with Lewis and Clark? Especially 

their library and helping to organize that. You can describe your role and how that came 

about. And, were there other judges involved? 
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JURKINS: Let's see. First, I think you need to know the movement behind developing 

the Northwestern School of Law. It was my understanding at the time, which was late 

1960s, there was a real movement in the state to accredit the law school, because over 

half of the people practicing in the state were graduates of Northwestern, but the school 

was not accredited, and as I was told, the school was given the ultimatum of “shape out or 

ship out — if you don't become accredited we're not going to recognize the graduates.” 

And that would have been a big blow. It was the only night law school, I think, in the Pacific 

Northwest. In fact, I know it was. But it was in very small quarters, and when I first saw it, it 

was in a building behind the Benson Hotel. There was an office building behind the 

Benson. And the library was the top floor of it. I think it was a four-story building. And, I was 

a little bit appalled because bookcases went out to the halls. I mean, it really wasn't a 

library. It was a collection of books, but it wasn't what you would think of as a library, a 

place for people to go. 

 

MS: Did they need to have a library in order to be accredited? 

 

JURKINS: One of the requirements, yes, is to meet the American Bar Association 

standards for an academic collection. It was kind of sad, because, as I said, up on the top 

floor where the books were- there were extremely high ceilings — but the upper levels had 

windows that for ventilation would drop down. But they also had pigeons coming in there! 

[Laughs] So, it was not a good place for law books, or any kind of a book.  

Well, anyway, we went through various types of negotiations, the Law School did, 

to become accredited. It attempted to affiliate with Portland State. In fact, Portland State 

started collecting books for the Law Library. They called me and asked for 

recommendations because the A.B.A. had specific requirements for accreditation, and the 

law library definitely was a specific requirement. Anyway, after that, everyone was excited 

that Portland State would have a law school.  
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But, as I understand it, the Board of Higher Education determined that one law 

school in the state system was sufficient, and that was going to be the law school in 

Eugene, and they would not give permission to establish a law school at Portland State.  

So, that was how Lewis and Clark became involved [Inaudible] committee working 

on it, Judge Gantenbein was one of them, because he was a major donor connected with 

Lewis and Clark, and [Inaudible] the Lewis and Clark connection was…  

 

 
[End of Tape 4, Side 1] 

[Tape 4, Side 2 BLANK] 
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Tape 5, Side 1 
2007 April 13 

 

MS: This is Mary Smith interviewing Jacque Jurkins on April 13, 2007, for the U.S. District 

Court of Oregon Historical Society. The interview takes place at the branch of the 

Multnomah Law Library in Portland, Oregon. This is Tape 5, Side 1. 

 Good morning Jacque. 

 

JURKINS: Good morning. 

 

MS: Jacque, during our last session we were talking about Lewis and Clark, and how 

you had helped set up their accreditation for their law school and the library and, if you 

could talk a little bit about the staff, who you were working with and who the head librarian 

was, and about the classes you taught. 

 

JURKINS: Well, when I first started I was a consultant. I worked under the group from 

Northwestern, I think they were the Board of Directors or something like that. I can't 

remember exactly their title. But they had asked me — Judge Gantenbein, and [Jack 

Carens?], Jack Kennedy, I think Judge Burns was there too — all asked me to act as a 

consultant, evaluate the library and that type of thing. And, then, as the merger with Lewis 

and Clark went forward, they hired George Stevens as the Dean, and since George was 

the Dean of the Law School when I was up at Washington, he asked me to be not only the 

consultant, but the real first law librarian, and we progressed with developing the collection 

and towards accreditation of the school, because a good share of the accreditation 

requirement depended on the adequacy of the law library.  

When you ask about the staff, I had no staff, really. I had one lady who became the 

book store manager. I don't know, I can't remember if I knew her function at the old 

Northwestern, downtown. Anyway, she was the only person I had, so I was really chief 

cook and bottle washer, and then I also taught. 
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 It's kind of a funny story. When George asked me if I would also become the law 

librarian, I sort of facetiously said, “Well, only if I had professor status.” And, I didn't really 

take it seriously because I wasn't that enthused, I guess is the word, about taking on the 

position. And, surprisingly enough, they did offer me a contract. They did offer me full 

professorship, and at one of the first public gatherings I was given a pin to wear which 

gave my name, Jacquelyn Jurkins, Law Librarian, Professor of Law. [Laughs] So, I think I 

was the only one – anyone else had that Professor of Law on their identification.  

But we worked setting up, meeting the accreditation status, developing the new 

building, the first building there, and all the trauma that we had with the structure. Some of 

the problems where — I said it was a leftover shopping center plan, because there was 

absolutely no control of the library. There were sliding doors all along the outer walls. The 

ceiling was a hyperbolic paraboloid which, I guess, architects use to call that “the voice of 

God” [ceiling] because you could stand in one corner of the library and hear what was said, 

or you could be heard, from the furthest corner of the library. So, there was no privacy. 

Also, because of the arrangement of faculty, they just had cubicles, without ceilings. And, 

everything that they said came out into the library, well, all over the building. So, finally, 

they had to put little ceilings on the offices of the faculty. 

Another big, big problem with the library was that at night, because we closed up 

at midnight, during the summer months, one of the first things we had to do was scoot out 

the frogs and the birds and whatever else had come in [Laughs], because we're right on 

the edge of the forest, or the woodland, there, and all these little creatures used to find 

their way in. So, that was one of the first things you had to do as you locked up at night. It 

was an interesting library. It was as hot as you could imagine because, while it was close 

to the woodlands, it still was exposed to the summer sun, and we had, I swear, it got up to 

100+ during the warm weather, because it was not, at that time, air conditioned. Paul Thiry, 

who was the architect, didn't believe that we needed air conditioning. And, in winter, when 

we had rain, the roof leaked like a sieve because of the structure, there were deep valleys 

in the roof, and the valleys would collect water because there was no way to drain the 
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water off [Laughs], and we had buckets all around the library to collect water. So, it was an 

interesting building, it was an interesting library. 

 

MS: Which no longer exists today. 

 

JURKINS: No. No. They've completely changed. Yes. They've added on, and they've 

totally changed the design of the library. I don't think Paul Thiry would recognize it as the 

same library. It was a beautiful building, but it was just not a functional, efficient, law library. 

 

MS: So what classes did you teach there? 

 

JURKINS: Oh, I just taught the legal research and writing classes. I had two of them. 

 

MS: And, so, what dates would that be? 

 

JURKINS: What do you mean? 

 

MS: What years were you teaching? 

 

JURKINS: Oh, gosh. Well, my first, let's see, was 1969-1970-1971. I'm not sure. I'd have 

to go look. [Laughs] That's a long time ago. 

 

MS: So, Jacque, it seems like your expertise has been in setting up new law libraries. 

 

JURKINS: Yes. Yes. 

 

MS: Where else besides Lewis and Clark? 
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JURKINS: Well, I don't know that this is — this may be reorganizing — I worked with a 

number of the county law libraries around the state. Either consulted with them or actually 

physically worked and moved the books myself, at Washington County, Clackamas 

County, Marion County, Benson County, and Columbia County. Columbia County was kind 

of interesting. The judge asked me to come out and, of course, they had no assistance. So, 

I had to work with the bailiff and the clerk of his court, and then he provided prisoners from 

the jail to help me with some of the grunt work, because we actually had to physically move 

it. And they were expanding their library because they had put an addition onto the 

courthouse and the library had new space. The prisoners were always anxious to have me 

come out and work because the judge had told them when they finished the library they 

would be released, so they were quite anxious for us to [Laughs] get the show on the road. 

At that time the courts were much more interested in their law libraries. 

 

MS: Do you keep in touch with all the county libraries? 

 

JURKINS: Oh, yes. Mm-hmm. Yes. Ann Karlen from Washington County, and then there 

was a gal named Ailsa Werner at Clackamas, and [Randy Moffett?] down in Lane County. 

We held a meeting and we decided that it's really important that all the counties become 

involved. We wanted to set up a network of counties, county law libraries. And, so, 

eventually we organized the Oregon Council of County Libraries, and it's still active. There 

was a potential of 32 county law library members. Right now, we have about 18 different 

counties involved in the Council. And we still offer assistance. We network, so that we can 

share materials, and we do a lot of interlibrary loaning, and also sharing materials like 

pocket parts. If one library is not keeping a set of the AmJur up, a library that keeps their 

sets up will offer them the replaced pocket parts, so that they have something close to a 

current… 

 

MS: [Inaudible] pocket parts. They can get one. 
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JURKINS: Yes, yes. And probably the most recent law library, one of them I am kind of 

involved right now, is Portland Community College. I taught a class of legal research for 

years there. And, could never really convince them that they needed their own library, 

because when I taught, I taught over here at the court house and, then, after the lecture 

we'd go into the library and use it like a lab, and they'd be able to actually handle the 

materials that I'd discussed in the lecture. Finally, the advisor of the program, - well, a new 

advisor came on, and he saw the merits of their own law library. So, he convinced the 

administration to give the program space to put in a small library. So, now, they actually 

have the classroom for the lectures and next to it, a room with… 

 

MS: Tell me when that was set up and… 

 

JURKINS: That was this Fall. 

 

MS: So, 2006. 

 

MS: Cascade Campus? 

 

JURKINS: Cascade Campus. 

 

MS: Okay. 

 

JURKINS: And we were able to develop a basic collection — well, as you know, with 

computers, law firms are starting to dispose of their collections. And, I had more than 

enough. Different law firms would call me and ask me if I wanted this and wanted that. So, 

I suggested that the school start collecting these donations for this small sample law library, 

and soon the library actually was put together without cost to the program, except for that 

space. And, they scrounged bookcases from the main library, and almost everyone 

donated something to the library, so now they have… 
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MS: This is the end of Tape 5, Side 1. There is no recording on Side 2. 

 

 [End of Tape 5, Side 1] 
[Tape 5, Side 2 BLANK]  
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Tape 6, Side 1 
20017 April 13 

 

MS: This is Mary Smith interviewing Jacque Jurkins on April 13, 2007, for the U.S. District 

Court of Oregon Historical Society. The interview takes place at the branch of the 

Multnomah Law Library in Portland, Oregon. This is tape 6, side 1. 

 

JURKINS: Do you want to say your whole piece? 

 

MS: Go ahead. 

 

JURKINS: Okay. Another one of the libraries that I'm working on in a loose fashion right 

now is a library at the Paralegal Program out at Everest College. Western Business College 

has I believe merged – [Coughs] Excuse me. And I've noticed that the instructor and the 

class have been coming in to the Law Library so I asked if they would be interested in 

donations to develop a small sample library for them to have on their own campus, and 

they said yes. So, I have started collecting things that I know they can use in their 

instruction. So, there's another little library on its way.  

The other libraries, the U.S. Attorney's Office under Sid Lezak, and I worked with 

that, helped set that up, and even helped hire I think the first gal, was Pam Van Duyn, who 

is also now practicing law. And, then, there've been a number of law firms, like, this goes 

back, when Stoel Rives, before it was Stoel Rives. Actually, it was in the old Yeon Building. 

I helped them, when they moved from the Yeon Building to the Standard Building, which 

was then the Georgia Pacific Building. Worked with their architect to make sure that we 

weren't going to have a problem with weight load of the collection, and set up their first 

law library, here in the G.P. [Building], now known as Standard Insurance Center Building. 

And, then, there was Wood, Wood & Tatum when they moved from their old location to the 

Standard Plaza, I helped with that organization and move. There are just so many of them. 
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MS: I'd like to return a second to Portland Community College. You were teaching a 

legal research class. What span of years was that? 

 

JURKINS: Well, they gave me a pin for 30 years [Laughs], and I taught up until last 

September. So, which was September of 2006, and so, thinking back, actually about 31 

years. 

 

MS: 31 years? 

 

JURKINS: [Yes]. 

 

MS: And, so who were the students that would be in the legal research class that you 

were teaching? 

 

JURKINS: [Inaudible]. Well, through the years, very early, - the earliest group of students 

were pretty much legal secretaries who were trying to upgrade their positions to move 

from secretarial to legal assistant/paralegal. And, at that time, the State Bar actually offered 

a certification program. After taking the two-year paralegal program one could take a 

certification examination through the State Bar, but very few of the students, or graduates, 

took advantage of the certification program -- of the certification program. So, that went by 

the way at the Oregon State Bar. 

 

MS: I remember I was working in the law library at Miller Nash in the early 1980s, and I 

just took your class. 

 

JURKINS: Yes. 

 

MS: So, it was also somebody like me who had graduated from college… 
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JURKINS: Oh, I'm talking about probably the first three or four years of the class, 

because I started in the 1970s, 1975 or something like that, I don't really remember. As the 

program developed, first it started out as a night program, then it became a day and night 

program, depending on the faculty. And, so it really took off, and the students' 

[backgrounds] then became mixed. We started, we had very professional people taking 

the program such as — I had some trust officers taking the program. I had, again, people 

who wanted a second career — numerous — there was a period of time when teachers 

were having difficulty, thought that the education programs weren't too remunerative for a 

lot of people. So, I had a number of teachers. And Portland Community College's program 

sort of morphed along from one phase to another phase, because we actually started 

taking people right out of high school who had no background. Because it was a two-year 

program, it was for an Associate's Degree. And then they became involved with the State 

program for retraining of people who had, like in Workers' Comp, who had been injured. I 

had several students who couldn't sit long enough to take an exam. Not only an exam, but 

listen to a lecture. They had to get up and pace because their backs, or something — they 

were in pain. And, then, some retraining, people who were retraining into another career 

because of layoffs in one industry, or wanted to go into another industry. So, the program 

took off in different ways at different times, and I guess you could say there were students 

of all shapes, sizes, types, interests, ages. 

 

MS: I also wanted to ask you about your involvement with the Multnomah Bar 

Association, and what different roles you have played. 

 

JURKINS: Well, with the Bar, that's interesting. Back in 1964, when I first came, the 

[Multnomah] Bar was just, I think, just getting active into the Law Library. There was big and 

infamous litigation about who could control the Law Library. The Library is a non-profit 

corporation. So, they had a little bit of a stockholder problem because, by the bylaws, the 

Library is — I shouldn't say it that way — the stockholders were required to be attorneys. 

And, as the attorneys passed away, their share of stock seems to have become lost. So, 
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one of the first things I had to do when I came was to do a stockholder search to see if we 

could find enough people who legitimately could hold a share of stock, to vote a share of 

stock. So, that was an interesting thing. I spent time going through probate records and 

finding stockholders, as a result of that, that the Multnomah Bar Foundation became 

involved and the plan was for the Bar Foundation to collect as many stock shares as they 

could locate. And we worked together on that. And, then, they would vote the bloc and 

the objective was to vote in the Board to modernize the Library. So, that was one of my 

first involvements, and I had no idea I was going to get involved with that when I took the 

position.  

Then, as a result of all of that, I sort of became the director of the Bar Foundation, 

not in title or anything, but the officers of the Multnomah Bar did not — there was no central 

office — and because of our involvement with the Foundation and the Foundation's 

involvement with the Bar, it was decided that the Library would be the central location. So, 

records were transferred over from their secretary. A phone was installed that was the Bar 

Association's phone. And for several years, the voice of the Multnomah Bar was the Law 

Library. We would answer the phone and direct the caller to the officer of the association 

they wanted, or try and answer their question. Then, - they had monthly lunch meetings at 

that time at the Congress Hotel, which no longer exists. We would take the reservations 

for the luncheon, and make arrangements with the Hotel caterer for the luncheons. So, we 

were pretty well involved. We made sure that the newsletters were distributed. they finally 

hired the first Director in Spring 1978. That was [Mary Carter Florennton?]. And they found 

an office at the Oregon State Bar, which was in the building that was across from the old 

Mallory Hotel [on SW Thirteenth]. 

 

MS: Do you recall, what year was this? Do you remember? 

 

JURKINS: Oh, dear, I should have looked up the calendars. I'm not good about years. 

 

MS: Was it in the 1980s? 
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JURKINS: It was — I'm trying to think. It had to be, it was either late 1970s, early 1980s, 

maybe 1981. I'd have to look at that, check on that. Time goes— to the point, I just. [Laughs] 

 

MS: [Laughs] Jacque, another thing in the Multnomah Bar Association newsletter, or little 

publication that comes out each month, you often have an article in there. So, have you 

been writing? 

 

JURKINS: Yes. 

 

MS: Regarding the County? 

 

JURKINS: From the first, I think almost from the very beginning, I have. When it was just 

a little one-page throwaway. At that time, mimeographed, I think. [Laughs] 

 

MS: You've always found something to write about, though? 

 

JURKINS: Yes. [Laughs] 

 

MS: Also, is there — unless you have something else to say about what you did with the 

Multnomah Bar Association — I want to talk about some of your other professional 

organizations that you've been involved in, and your role in, like, The American… 

 

[Tape stops] 

 

MS: This is the end of Tape 6, Side 1, due to mechanical difficulties. 

 

 [End of Tape 6, Side 1] 
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Tape 6, Side 2 
2007 April 13 

 
 

MS: This is Tape 6, Side 2. [Both laugh] 

Jacque, will you please us about your Double A, Double L, involvement, and any 

other organizations? 

 

JURKINS: Okay. I've belonged to A.A.L.L. [American Association of Law Libraries] for 

many years, from the time I was a student. 

 

MS: And, Double A, Double L is? 

 

JURKINS: American Association of Law Libraries. I joined as student, and I continue my 

membership to today, and I probably will keep it until I pass away. And I really became 

active in it because of Marian Gallagher at the University of Washington. She was very 

active in the Association and felt that anyone in law librarianship should become active. 

So, let's see, I eventually became President. That was in 1984. And from about 1960, when 

I started as a student, joined as a student, I probably served on every committee at least 

once. I was very active with the scholarship and award committees and saw that through 

many phases, going from being a straight award of our grants, or travel to the annual 

meetings, to true scholarships for academic use or assistance with librarianship degree, or 

law degree.  

And I was one of the first chairs on the committee for relations with publishers, 

because the Association saw that the publishers were running roughshod over law 

libraries when it came to pricing and their practices they had. By the way, until just recently, 

the legal publishing group was the only group of publishers regulated by the F.T.C. 

[Federal Trade Commission], and that came just because of A.A.L.L. 
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Then, one of the other things was, I had their membership news column for [Laughs] 

I don't know how long. Probably 15 years I wrote that column. And that was fun, because 

then I would get all sorts of letters – brought out all the gossip in the. [Both laugh] 

 

MS: And everybody gave you the gossip. 

 

JURKINS: Everybody wrote and gave me the gossip. I had to read a lot of publications 

to pick up, you know, who may have been a new author. Who had moved from one library 

to another library. I tried to keep out “so and so had a baby” or was married and that news. 

I tried — my standard was only professional activities. And, well actually, I had that column 

until we started the Spectrum. When Spectrum was started, they renamed the newsletter 

and they established a policy, and it's probably because of me, every writer or editor of a 

column or an article had to — it had to rotate on about a two- or three-year basis. [Laughs] 

And, then, there is Western Pacific Chapter of American Association of Law 

Libraries. I was active in developing WestPac. I was the charter secretary. 

 

MS: Did you serve as President? 

 

JURKINS: Yes. As I said, Charter Secretary, and then I became President later on. 

 

MS: And what year was that? [Both laugh] 

 

JURKINS: 1968-69, I think — I just — I don't really spend a lot of time looking at time. 

But I'm still archivist for the group. And it's interesting, we started out with about 17 states 

and now it has reduced in number, like the Northern California group originally was part of 

WestPac. It still is, but they have started No Cal, the Northern California group. And the 

same is true for some of the other states, like Colorado, anyway, we have a less active 

group participating in WestPac. 
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And, also the Oregon Council of County Law Libraries, that was actually formed in 

[1974 or 1975], and I'm still very active in that. Had the last two meetings here, statewide 

meetings, here in our Library. 

And, then, going back to A.A.L.L., of course, as the organization grew, we developed 

not only committees, but special interest sections so that we have the state/county courts 

special interest section and in that, of course, I'm fairly active with that. I'm kind of proud I 

was chair of the Standards Committee, and completely rewrote the standards — the 

standards for county law libraries. In county law libraries, I have really been most active in. 

But I have had a little bit of involvement in all the Oregon law libraries I have a little bit of 

involvement. 

 

MS: Kind of gets me to one of the questions I had. What do you feel is your greatest 

personal achievement of your career? 

 

JURKINS: I think this job has given me the most satisfaction. I've seen the library grow 

from a very small but potentially good library to what, I think, is a fairly great library. 

 

MS: You mean your job here at Multnomah? 

 

JURKINS: Yes. Because, well, several years back we were considered one of the 10 

best libraries in the country by the American Bar Association. So, that was a great feather 

in our cap. Right now, trying to bring us out of the dinosaur age into the space shuttle age, 

with our going on the web site, and going on line with our catalog, and trying to find a way 

of living with our budget, which has declined considerably. So, we're really at a crossroads 

right now. I feel that this has been a — it was a real challenge and it's continued to be a 

challenge. 

 

MS: Do you have any friends who are retiring? 
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JURKINS: Not really. [Laughs] I… 

 

MS: You're like the judges. [Both laugh] [Inaudible]. 

 

JURKINS: No. I don't know. Not really. Like everyone, I've become really upset with the 

county — I keep thinking, and probably wrongly — we're going to get a new court house. 

No. The first couple of months after I came here, I was told we were going to have a new 

court house, and so I should start planning for that. And, did meet with architects, did meet 

with the County people. But nothing came of that and, so, here we are, and we've gone 

through this several times, but, now, everyone keeps assuring me, “We're going to have a 

new court house,” and I would like to have a hand in what the library becomes if we get a 

new court house. I don't know if I can hold out that long. 

 

MS: Jacque, are there any other outside activities, besides your career, in your personal 

life, that you would like to share? Anything that you do? 

 

JURKINS: You mean like hobbies and things like that? 

 

MS: [Yes]. 

 

JURKINS: Well, I love to walk and hike. I do that. I, of course, reading's another thing. I 

love biographies and autobiographies, as far as reading. I'm not into science fiction or that. 

I guess it's because I like people, that's why I like biographies. But I call myself a garbage 

can reader. I read almost anything, when it really comes down to it. I like to work with my 

hands. I knit a lot. And I do a little sketching and I write a little poetry. I like haiku. I like 

crossword puzzles and different mental exercise puzzles. I'm very fond, although I don't 

have a pet, I'm very fond of pets. I'm more of a cat person. Because of my sister's dog, I've 

sort of become a dog person, too. But I have a – I support a number of [feral] cats through 

a little program we have back home. My days are so busy.  
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For close to 30 years, 35 years, I mother-henned a small fishing lure company, 

corporation. I like fishing. I don't like hunting. I can't kill anything, but I do like — that's why 

I only hike. But I do like to fish. I also — I don't do it very often here — I do swim. I've lived 

on a lake all my life, so I was an avid swimmer. We'd take a boat out and jump in and swim 

back, swim to shore, then you had to go back and retrieve the boat. And I did synchronized 

swimming when I was in school. 

 

MS: That sounds like quite a full life. 

 

JURKINS: Yes. 

 

MS: One other thing I just noticed on my notes that I forgot to ask, and maybe we've 

already touched on it with all that we've talked about, but have there been any really 

important issues — this is getting back to the legal world — any important issues affecting 

the legal community that you have been involved with over the years, that may be outside 

of the Library realm? 

 

JURKINS: I'm not sure this classifies as that, but I've certainly been involved with a lot 

of the heritage and historical programs sponsored by the Bar Association. In fact, I'm still 

on the Oregon State Bar Heritage Group, and the Multnomah Bar Association Heritage 

Group, so I'm kind of active in those. I, at one time, was really active with Queen's Bench, 

which is the predecessor of the Women's Oregon Lawyers Association, or OWLS. Then 

they started holding meetings at times that I could not attend, and so I just dropped away 

from them, but when it was the Queen's Bench, it was a great program, and it was a support 

group for women. It was a buddy system for women in law. And that was important at the 

time because they were involved in a number of things. 

 

MS: Does it still exist? 
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JURKINS: Queen's Bench doesn't, as far as I know. It's now OWLS. It became OWLS. 

 

MS: So what does OWLS stand for? 

 

JURKINS: Oregon Women Lawyers. Even with the OWLS, I spent some time working 

on their historical section, so I can get to feel like I'm the old storyteller. [Laughs] 

In my way, I have been involved. When the legislative sessions come around, I've, 

for example, been down to testify for jail law libraries. I've testified for libraries for the 

judges. I was active in A.A.L.L., in some of their diversity programs. I just go along doing 

things and I don't really pay attention to whether they're — how significant they're going to 

be in history. 

 

MS: Well, I don't have any more questions. Is there anything else that you would like to 

add? 

 

JURKINS: No, but I want to thank you. 

 

MS: I want to thank you, Jacque, especially for your patience with our technical 

difficulties. This will all be turned in to the U.S. District Court of Oregon Historical Society. 

And I'm sure they will be very appreciative of having this. So, thank you very much. 

 

JURKINS: Well, you're welcome. It's been a pleasure. 

 

MS: This is the end of Tape 6, Side 2. This is the end of my interview with Jacque Jurkins. 

 

 

 [End of Tape 6, Side 2] 
 [End of Interview] 
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