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Title
Introduction

Synopsis
Keyword
Interviewer Michael O'Rourke introduces himself and notes that this interview session
is taking place in Judge George Joseph's home in Portland, Oregon. [Note: tape one,
sides one and two are a pre-interview life overview.]

Keyword

Keyword

00:00:38

Birth and early family life in
Idaho; father's death

Joseph was born in Caldwell, Idaho in 1930. He lived briefly in Parma, Idaho and
Kuna, Idaho as an infant. In 1932 his family moved to a location called the Whitney
Bench in Boise, Idaho where his parents had purchased a country store. His father
was "a failed farmer," no longer able to work as a farmer because he was ill with
tuberculosis of the bone and died within a year of the move to Boise. His mother
closed the store in 1954, when he was in his last year of law school. He had one
brother who was six years older.

Family death

Business
ownership

00:04:17

Attending Menlo School and
Junior College in California

Joseph attended junior high and one year in senior high school in Boise, then went to World War II Menlo School and Junior College in California for one year, living in a dormitory there. Economy
He returned to Boise and attended Boise Junior College, now Boise State University,
where he was able to get the equivalent of a GED plus one year of college. He went
to California due to being "bored stiff" at Boise high school and his mother made
some extra money during World War II and was able to send him to private school
there. After one year they decided it was too expensive and not that good. He notes
that he was "the poorest kid in the school." He explains that the ability to take college
level courses at 16 was what interested him in attending Menlo.

Junior college

High school

Family life

00:07:36

College years at the University Joseph wanted to attend a Jesuit college and went to the University of San Francisco Reed College
of San Francisco and Reed
in 1948, discovering that "it wasn't worth spit." He complained loudly about it while
College
there and a political science faculty member told him, "You sound like the kind of
person who ought to be at Reed College." Joseph had spent a lot of time in Portland
but had never heard of Reed College. He took a motorcycle trip to see it during his
spring break. He discusses a shoulder issue leading to his being at Shriner's hospital
in Portland in 1943. He started at Reed as a junior in the fall of 1949, finishing his
undergraduate degree there in 1952 after taking time off to receive treatment for
polio.

00:11:47

Attending the University of
Chicago Law School and
clerking for Oregon Supreme
Court judge George Rossman

Joseph explains that the University of Chicago had a scholarship program for
Oregon Supreme University of
graduates of small liberal arts colleges. He started law school at the University of
Court
Chicago Law
Chicago in 1952 and returned to Oregon after completing his law degree, where his
School
aunt in Salem recommended him as a clerk for Oregon Supreme Court judge George
Rossman. Joseph worked for Rossman in 1955 and 1956. He was admitted to the
Oregon bar in 1955 but was certain that he did not want to practice law. He describes
the outcomes of looking into teaching law at University of Oregon and Oregon State
University.

00:15:29

Attending the 1956
Democratic National
Convention and pursuing a law
teaching career

Rossman encouraged Joseph to pursue teaching and connected him with the dean of Careers - Legal
Ohio Northern University, who hired Joseph "sight unseen" after a phone interview.
He discusses attending the Democratic National Convention in 1956, noting that his
father-in-law was a Democratic party "bigwig" from Tennessee so Joseph was able to
go as an alternate delegate for Tennessee. He, his wife, their baby, and his mother
drove from Salem to Ohio and then he went to the convention in Chicago. He likens
Ohio Northern University to Willamette University, "only without any money
whatsoever." It was a Methodist university and the smallest law school in Ohio in a
small town with over 40 churches. Joseph notes that he is not a church person.

Democratic
National
Convention

00:18:50

Joseph's first and second
marriages

Joseph describes how he became an alternate delegate for Tennessee to the
Democratic National Convention in 1956 through his father-in-law. He discusses his
marriages. His first one, to "the first Elizabeth," took place after he got out of the
hospital for his polio treatment and before going back to college. She joined him
when he started law school in Chicago but it did not work out and she returned to
Portland. He met the second Elizabeth at the University of Chicago, noting that her
family was from Nashville, Tennessee.

Marriage

Democratic
National
Convention

Education Undergraduate

Polio

00:21:25

Job offer from Multnomah
County district attorney
George A. Van Hoomissen

Joseph taught at Ohio Northern University from 1956-1958. He began graduate law
Careers - Legal
school in the summer of 1957 at New York University. He moved to Carlisle,
Pennsylvania in 1958 to work at Dickinson School of Law, where he worked until
1962. He then taught at the University of Arkansas for one academic year. He
recounts a story about Multnomah County district attorney George A. Van Hoomissen
offering him a job, which Joseph found "a godsend, or Van Hoomissen send as it
were" because he wanted to get back to Oregon. He started working in Van
Hoomissen's office in the summer of 1963.

Van Hoomissen,
George A.

00:25:28

Working at law firms after
leaving the district attorney's
office

Van Hoomissen had just been elected district attorney in 1962. Joseph worked for
Van Hoomissen, Careers - Legal
him in the district attorney's office until the summer of 1966. He then took a job in
George A.
private practice with a small Portland law firm but had a personality conflict with one
of the senior partners and was not able to stay. At the end of 1966, he took a job with
a different law firm, Morrison and Bailey, focused primarily on insurance defense. His
friend and former colleague at the district attorney's office, Garr M. "Mike" King,
worked there as well. He notes that he had developed a specialty of doing appeals
and that he was only the second lawyer in Oregon that worked primarily on appeals.

00:28:36

Moving from private law
practice to becoming
Multnomah County Counsel
for Commissioner Don Clark

Joseph explains that he worked at Morrison and Bailey until February 1971, when he Clark, Donald E.
became angry and quit in the middle of the night by leaving a note on his boss's desk.
He then joined a friend's practice, which became Bemis, Breathouwer, and Joseph.
They worked together until the end of 1974 when Joseph was appointed Multnomah
County counsel by Multnomah County Commissioner Donald E. "Don" Clark. Joseph
describes the circumstances of representing Clark during his time at the district
attorney's office. He notes that he and Clark had hit it off "immediately and lastingly."

Careers - Legal
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Title
Working with Don Clark
as county counsel and
appointment to the
Court of Appeals

Synopsis
Keyword
Joseph discusses his relationship with Donald Edward "Don" Clark after meeting him Clark, Donald E.
in 1963 and his appointment as county counsel after Clark became chair of the board
of county commissioners. Around this time, the district attorney's office began
focusing on criminal cases and stopped doing civil work, so civil cases went to county
counsel. Joseph worked as county counsel from 1975-1977, when Governor Robert W.
Straub appointed him to the Court of Appeals. He comments that he had been trying
for a judgeship since he returned to Oregon, noting that he came close many times
before Straub appointed him. He was acquainted with Straub politically, having been
involved in Multnomah County politics. He discusses the circumstances of his
appointment.

Keyword
Oregon
Court of
Appeals

Keyword
Straub, Robert W.

00:03:24

Serving as Chief Judge Joseph became chief judge of the Court of Appeals in 1981 and remained in that role Oregon Court of
on the Court of Appeals until December 1992, serving a total of 15 years and four months on the Court of
Appeals
Appeals. "What a great job." He retired in 1992 and describes the retirement system in
Oregon requiring judges to serve occasional periods of unpaid time after retirement
for a higher pension. He briefly discusses working on the case of Shawn Eckardt, as
well as the case of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, both of which he was remotely
associated with. Joseph discusses his arbitration and mediation work after retirement
through December 1999, noting that he now does "almost nothing."

Careers Judicial

Careers Retirement

00:07:38

Court of Appeals
workload and Capital
Consultants case

Joseph notes that he does not remember cases unless they are mentioned to him.
Oregon Court of
The Court of Appeals handled over 5,000 cases per year and he would see about
Appeals
two thousand cases per year. He discusses the case he remembers the best from his
time as county counsel against the owners of Capital Consultants who stole money
from the Multnomah County Sheriff's retirement fund and gave it to the Carpenter's
union. He mentions the Shawn Eckardt case again, who he had not thought of until
Michael O'Rourke mentioned it. [interruption for phone call]

Careers Judicial

Multnomah County
Government County counsel

00:11:27

Appreciation

Joseph thanks O'Rourke for coming out to interview him.
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Title
Introduction

Synopsis
Keyword
Michael O'Rourke notes that the interview is at Joseph's home and his wife Elizabeth Joseph,
L. Joseph has just brought them beverages. There is a brief exchange about the
Elizabeth L.
beverages with E. Joseph.

Keyword

Keyword

00:01:02

Joseph's birth and
early life in Idaho

Joseph was born on August 31, 1930 in Caldwell, Idaho. He comments that Parma, a
small farm community where he lived as an infant, was "not noted for anything at all."
He also has no memory of Kuna, Idaho where he lived next. His parents and older
brother had lived on a farm outside of Parma but they moved into town due to his
father's deteriorating health. Because his father was physically unable to work, his
parents bought a small grocery store in the Whitney Bench area of Boise, thinking
that his father could tend the store if his mother did the physical labor. He describes
the dimensions of the store. His father died within a year of moving to Boise of
tuberculosis of the bone.

Childhood

Family life

Family death

00:04:58

Extended family,
earliest memory,
and family pet

Joseph discusses how his father had been sick all of his married life with his mother. Childhood
He has no memory of his father, having been less than three years old when he died,
and notes plans to get together with his older brother soon and discuss what he
remembered about their father. He clearly remembers his mother, aunts, two
grandmothers and a grandfather. He describes his earliest memory which is of a dog
licking his face when he was on the porch of the country store. No one knew who
owned the dog, so his family kept it and named it Bobby. He notes that Bobby was
under a year old when they met him and lived for 18 years, Joseph's "constant
companion."

Family life

Pets

00:07:40

Growing up in Boise,
Idaho and working
the candy counter in
his mother's store

Joseph describes the location of his family's store on the dividing line between a
prosperous and a very poor part of town they called "shack town." He describes why
he loved growing up in Boise as a child. He does not remember having chores
though he had to work at the candy counter in the store after he started school and
notes that selling candy to children was a big part of their business; the primary
school was across the street from the store. He describes starting to play at sunup
and ending at sundown. Having a family store meant that everyone knew his mother
and he knew every kid. It was "a very good life."

Childhood

Business
ownership

Socioeconomic
status

00:11:05

Charge accounts at
the store and early
memories of going
to the school across
the street

Joseph discusses the fact that they were "extremely poor" and there were people
Childhood
near them who did not have anything. Many people had charge accounts at the store
that they were not always able to pay. He notes that one customer who never paid his
bill later became Dwight D. Eisenhower's secretary of agriculture. He attempted to
joke about it with the man's son but it did not go over well. He liked school and he
describes the grounds, noting there were trees but he was never a tree climber. He
discusses the origin of his shoulder injury. He notes that he never got along with his
brother who was six years older and they did not have much to do with each other
until later in life.

Business
ownership

Socioeconomic
status

00:14:32

Joseph's wonderful
childhood and
feeling his father's
absence

Joseph describes how the QFC grocery chain was founded by one of the kids in his Childhood
neighborhood who worked for Joseph Albert "Joe" Albertson, who also lived in his
neighborhood and had opened a store. He describes why he hated delivering
groceries from his mother's store. He shares that he had a wonderful childhood,
noting that other than the fact that his father had died, he "loved every minute" of his
childhood. He shares how he noticed the absence of his father through having friends
who had fathers in their lives. He describes arranging for a man to meet his mother
because he felt she needed a husband, which annoyed her greatly.

Business
ownership

Family life

00:19:34

Joseph's mother's
quiet personality
and family
background

Joseph's mother never remarried after his father died. He describes his mother's
Family life
quiet personality and how different from his talkative nature it was. He notes that she
would not answer questions about the past. He describes her birthplace in a sod
house in Nebraska, which he learned about from his aunt. His mother's store was
open for many hours every day, including Sundays, so that she could support her
children.

Business
ownership

Extended
family

00:23:04

Joseph's mother's
store as the center
of the community

Joseph describes talking with people from his hometown after he had grown up and Business
learning how much they loved his mother and enjoyed going to the store, though they ownership
all said "She was sure hard to get to talk to." He describes how her store was the
center of the community until Mormons opened a store around 1940. Most of their
customers had been Mormon, but not after the other store opened, except those with
charge accounts. He notes how much people appreciated her extending of credit.
She expanded the store a couple of times, though it remained a one-person
operation with help from Joseph who worked there a lot.

Family life

Finance Business

00:26:34

Success of the
family store during
World War II

Joseph explains that his mother did not adopt a merchandizing system. Albertson was Business
her friend and had a charge account at her store. He gave her advice about running ownership
her store. Joseph's mother did not advertise or do any marketing for the store. He
explains how during World War II, "if you had a grocery store, you had a license to
print money" due to price control, noting that his mother made good profits during
those years. This allowed her to send him to prep school for one year. He describes
the wealthy people living on one side of the neighborhood and poor people on the
other side, though as kids they did not make distinctions.

World War II - Finance Economy
Business

00:30:15

Joseph's mother's
dislike of certain
groups

Joseph notes his mother's dislike of groups such as Blacks, Jews, and Mormons [tape Discrimination
ends]

Family life
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00:00:01

Joseph's mother's
preferences for
individuals over
groups, dogs over
cats, and solitude over
company

Joseph notes that his mother disliked a lot of groups, mentioning some group names Discrimination
she used as insults. However, with individuals "she liked everybody, everybody liked
her." She liked to read and liked animals, especially dogs. He explains why she did
not like cats as much. She encouraged Joseph to have pets. He describes her as a
lonely person who was so used to being alone that she did not want to be around
people. He tells a story about his mother preferring to be alone rather than getting
together with people even if she knew them. Despite her loner nature, she was
remembered with affection and respect.

Family life

00:04:44

Joseph's childhood
home and his father's
reason for moving to
Boise

Joseph lived with his mother in a house attached to the back of the store. When they Family life
first moved there, the entrance to the store was through the kitchen. He describes the
house and store, noting that his mother did not spend a lot of money on improving
the house. His mother did not have visitors other than the many relatives they had in
the area. He describes his family's original reason for moving to Boise due to one of
his father's relatives potentially having a job for him at their successful fuel and seed
company, though it never worked out. He describes his father's earlier attempt to run
a fuel and seed business in Weiser, Idaho.

Business
ownership

00:07:53

Joseph's relatives'
Joseph describes the success of his father's relatives' fuel and seed company, with
Extended family Family life
seed company and
the sign on the building stating "[McGuffin] Fuel and Seed, A Black business run
mother's uncle George White." He notes that they sold coal and that he was mortified when he first saw the
sign years later. His mother also had relatives in Idaho, some of whom spent a lot of
time at their place, though she did not "pay as much attention to family as family paid
to her." Her uncle George died in 1930 and Joseph was named after him. He named
her the executor of his will, which angered her other relatives.

Keyword

Extended
family

00:10:30

A family of readers

Joseph discusses his father's inability to work after he became ill and that it was
Family life
probably good that he died because he would have never recovered and he had to
spend time in the hospital. Joseph notes that both of his parents loved reading, and
his mother encouraged it from a very early age. She and his aunt read to him before
he could read and there were always books in the house. He could usually get books
that he wanted, describing two sets of books he successfully begged his mother for
that were expensive at the time.

Extended
family

Childhood

00:13:09

Father's intellectual
interests and parents'
emphasis on school

Joseph describes his brother as not intellectual or interested in reading or school.
Education Joseph excelled in school and does not know why they were different in this way. His family
mother encouraged school. He describes his father's family as farmers with
intellectual interests. His father taught himself math and was "extremely well-read."
He was forced to take piano lessons and hated it. His teachers kept quitting, claiming
he was hopeless. He notes it was always understood that he would go to school.

Family life

Education Attitudes

00:16:38

Joseph's love of
school and extended
family background,
part one

Geography was Joseph's favorite subject. The only subject he did not connect with
Extended family Education
was math. He liked social studies and would read anything. He enjoyed summer but
"the school year was better." Joseph's maternal grandparents from Nebraska owned
property in Plymouth, Idaho and his mother's two brothers lived there, with whom she
was close [inaudible due to microphone movement]. Joseph's grandparents came out
from Nebraska each year. His grandfather had investments in Idaho farms, including
apple orchards. He had the harvested apples driven back to Nebraska to sell which
made him a lot of money.

00:20:23

Extended family
background, part two

Joseph's paternal grandfather died around the time his parents got married. His
mother had been a schoolmarm living with his family in Dead Ox Flat in eastern
Oregon, a "dusty, god-forsaken hell hole" in the desert. He describes his paternal
grandmother in glowing terms and how his mother thought differently about her. He
describes his paternal grandfather as mean. His father had been a very strong man
before he became ill and also had a very bad temper and describes how he killed a
horse in a fit of anger and how that story caused his father's younger siblings to be
careful around him.

Extended family

00:23:31

Extended family
Joseph was close with his paternal grandmother. He also loved his maternal
Extended family
background, part three grandmother, who taught him to knit and crochet, but did not see her as much. He
describes her as a diminutive and funny person. His paternal grandmother was very
pretty and all of her children worshipped her. He describes his maternal grandfather's
appearance. Joseph comments that he still has a large family and that relatives from
his mother's side are long-lived. He states his mother's birth name as Mabel Gertrude
[Newberg]. His father was Ben - not Benjamin - Manly Joseph. Joseph did not realize
his father's name was not Benjamin until after he named his own first son after him,
Benjamin Manly Joseph, and his mother pointed out that his father's name was Ben.

00:27:24

Extended family
background, part four

Joseph describes his parents as both being from large farm families that were "a little Extended family Business
bit different from their neighbors for one reason or another" so did not always get
ownership
along with their neighbors. The Josephs left Iowa for Eugene after his grandfather
badly lost his race for governor of Iowa in 1900. His maternal grandfather was a
successful speculator, though never rich. Joseph describes his work in his mother's
store, first selling penny candy starting around age five. He describes his growing
responsibilities in the store as he became older. He worked in the store until he left
for college, then worked summers.

Family life
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00:00:14

Dwindling profits in
Joseph's mother's
store after World War
II

Joseph worked in his mother's store through the summer of 1950; by then times had Economics
changed and he does not think his mother made much profit after that year. He notes
chain stores and the growing ownership of cars impacted the business as well as his
mother's limited selection and higher prices. She kept the store until 1955 and then
rented the building out as a Mary Carter paint store, later selling it and eventually
moving to California.

00:04:51

Joseph's mother's
later life in California
and Oregon

Joseph notes that his mother worked as a housekeeper in California and describes
her poor cooking skills, including a salmon casserole dish he disliked. She moved to
Oregon in 1963 and lived the rest of her life there.

Domestic
employee

00:07:32

Awareness of the
Great Depression
and mother's dislike
of the Roosevelts

Joseph discusses his awareness of the Great Depression as a youth. He describes
young men in his town joining the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and the work
they did. Many were the sole supporters of their families. He discusses the Works
Progress Administration (WPA) as the "hirer of last resort for many people" In later
years his mother became very anti-Roosevelt and he notes negative sentiments
toward both Franklin D. Roosevelt and Anna Eleanor Roosevelt. He felt positively
toward them because of the WPA and CCC.

Great
Depression

00:11:00

Franklin D.
Roosevelt's visit to
Boise, Idaho in 1938

Roosevelt visited Boise, Idaho in the summer of 1938, and children were let out of
Roosevelt,
school to see him. Joseph describes his experience of Roosevelt's car stopping near Franklin D.
where he stood. He comments that they were very aware of the Great Depression
and that it did not end until World War II. He continues to be puzzled by people who
were anti-Roosevelt. He notes that his mother always voted and actually voted for
Roosevelt twice and describes why she was a registered Democrat, noting the
influence of William Jennings Bryan, Democrat from Nebraska and of history on party
affiliation.

Keyword

Keyword

Business
ownership

Works Progress Political
Administration views
(WPA)

Great
Depression

Democrats

00:14:55

Support of Dewey for
president in 1940 and
Methodist Sunday
school

Joseph comments that he was for Thomas Edmund Dewey in the 1940 presidential
Political
election, influenced by his mother's and her customers' comments and enraging one views
of his aunts with this information. He never heard positive comments about Roosevelt
in the store. He discusses the lack of religious influence in his family, except sunrise
services on Easter Sunday, which he describes. The Methodist Church purchased a
house next to the store and he attended Sunday school there, which he enjoyed, until
one day he made one of the teachers cry and he did not return after that.

Religion Methodist

Family life

00:19:07

Family religious
background

He describes the nearby Mormon church's dances and programs for kids, noting that Religion his mother hated the Mormon church but he loved going there and she allowed it. He Mormon
did not experience any religious pressure growing up and made his own decisions
about participating in different church's activities. Joseph's mother joined the
Methodist Church in 1942 because she liked its minister, Reverend Thomas [Atchison].
He notes that his brother has probably never been to church in his life and that the
Joseph side of his family is proud of not being religious.

Religion Methodist

Religion Church
attendance

SR 1279 Oral History Interview with George Joseph
by Michael O'Rourke
Oregon Legislature Oral History Series
2001 August 7 - 2002 February 25

Compiled by Cynthia Lopez

Tape 3, Side 2

2001 Aug. 22
Time Stamp

Title

Synopsis

00:00:22

Enjoyment of church
activities and early
interest in Catholicism,
part one

00:04:50

Early interest in
Catholicism, part two
and making the
Methodist Sunday
school teacher cry

Keyword

Keyword

Keyword

Joseph discusses what appealed to him about going to Sunday school at the
Religion Methodist chapel next to his mother's store and describes the many good offerings
Sunday
for kids at the Mormon church down the street. He discusses a defining characteristic school
of his childhood as "thinking about things." He was encouraged to read and tended to
become enthusiastic about things that interested him, such as Catholicism, for which
he began taking catechism classes.

Childhood

Religion Catholic

Joseph describes the Catholic priest, Father [Peplinski] as nice, though they fought
Religion "tooth and nail" about some things. He notes that [Peplinski] later spent time in an
Catholic
ecclesiastical prison. He describes why he pursued Catholicism. He notes that other
kids he knew did not show interest in religion. His mother's attitude was to let him do
what he wanted as long as it did not cost too much money or get him in trouble,
particularly with the neighbors, on whom she depended for business. He discusses
the impact of making one of his Methodist Sunday school teachers, Mrs. Fields, cry
and why he felt so badly about it that he never returned, though he was close friends
with her son, Richard "Dick" Fields, and was frequently at their house.

Religion Sunday
school

Business
ownership

00:09:55

Joseph's history of
polio

Joseph describes Father [Peplinski]'s imprisonment in a Catholic mission in
Religion Cottonwood, Idaho. He notes [Peplinski]'s faith was "recognizably not very strong"
Catholic
when they originally knew each other. He describes his two or three bouts of polio,
first when he was about five years old, though it was not diagnosed and he was
treated for meningitis. Later in 1950, necessitating being treated in an iron lung, and
few years later he took the wrong kind of polio vaccine and got sick again, though
with milder case. Polio left him with a weak right hip. Joseph notes that he was sick a
lot as a child.

00:14:14

Love of baseball and Joseph discusses his love of baseball from an early age. He also loved basketball and Sports importance of baseball football but could not play them well. He describes Boise as a "baseball hotbed" and Baseball
in Idaho, part one
notes that the sport was encouraged during World War II as a morale booster. He
remembers being a good player in Little League though he played right field which
was not a coveted position. He describes going to baseball games with his mother
and how some of the players went on to play in the big leagues, including Robert
Pershing "Bobby" Doerr. He tells a story about his law clerk arranging for him to have
lunch with Doerr about ten years ago.

World War
II - Morale

00:19:15

Love of baseball and Joseph comments that many kids he played baseball with went on to the big leagues, Sports Baseball
importance of baseball one setting a record for most consecutive home runs. They played on the same
in Idaho, part two
American Legion team which won the American Legion junior world series one year.
He describes the school building across from his mother's store where he attended
school and notes that because all of the teachers were his mother's customers, he
had to be "goody two shoes" so he would reflect well on the store. He notes the
teachers were all women and the principal was a man.

Business
ownership

00:23:10

Tattling on a teacher

Joseph comments that he loved school and only had one bad year, in the fourth
Education grade. Teachers smoking was frowned upon. He had told his mother that his fourth
Attitudes
grade teacher left class to smoke in the teacher's room. His mother spoke to the
principal about it and for the rest of the year," he could not do anything right." He
notes that her sister was his teacher in junior high and they got along wonderfully. He
tells a story about meeting someone in Portland as an adult and discovering he was
the teachers' brother.

Polio

Childhood

Education Gender
roles

00:26:12

Positive experiences in Joseph notes that he could come home for lunch and recess. In junior high, he had
Education - Junior high High school
junior high and high
good years in the seventh, eighth, and ninth grade but was bored by the tenth grade. Attitudes
school
school
He describes why he enjoyed his first years in junior high and high school, noting that
he was popular, became interested in girls, and was exposed to new subjects such as
drafting and foreign languages. He had always been interested in drawing and was
very good at drafting. He took a class in eighth that exposed students to four
languages in one year: Spanish, French, German, and Latin, which has been useful all
of his life. He comments that math was not for him.
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00:00:14

Relationships with
school administrators

Joseph discusses Jerry Wallace, his junior high principle, who he considered a
Education "buddy." He describes Wallace calling for him to come to his office over the school
Attitudes
intercom so that he could comb Joseph's unkempt hair. Joseph describes another
administrator, the boy's counselor, with whom he did not get along. The same person
was transferred to his high school to be Dean of Boys the year he started high school.
He was elected to a student office which would have been responsible to the Dean of
Boys, which was one reason he decided to leave high school. In contrast, "everything
about junior high school was fun."

00:03:23

Reaction to the attack
on Pearl Harbor and
participating in the
junior marine corps

Joseph notes that he was in sixth grade when the attack on Pearl Harbor happened. World War II - World War II He describes being out to the movies with his mother when the lights were turned on Attack on
Home front
in the theater and the attack was announced. When they returned home, he sat on the Pearl Harbor
porch and thought about the war, commenting that World War II was a time of
patriotism for kids like him though they were frustrated because they were too young
to do anything about it. He describes the junior marine corps he participated in. He
thinks his teachers in junior high made a conscious effort to keep things as light as
possible and they were encouraged to keep track of current events. He describes
rumors of the Japanese attempting to set the forests on fire.

00:07:29

Japanese internment
and contributing
resources to the war
effort

He discusses the movement of Japanese people from their homes and being
encouraged to be distrustful of them. He describes having a school mate who was
Japanese and how it helped them distinguish between Japan and Japanese people
around them. He describes saving tin cans, newspaper, and fat for the war effort with
"great patriotic fervor." He describes his method of successfully sell war bonds and
believes he sold more than anyone else in Idaho.

Junior high
school

World War II - World War II Internment of Home front
JapaneseAmericans

Keyword

00:10:48

Shoulder surgery at the
Shriner's hospital in
Portland and continued
experience of World
War II

Extended
Joseph describes spending two months in Portland for shoulder surgery at the
family
Shriner's hospital. He had an aunt and uncle in Salem who he saw while in Portland
but he primarily stayed in the hospital. He describes his uncle who was the first and
only psychiatrist at the Oregon State Hospital. He does not recall being worried about
the war except twice: when he heard a story of Japanese bombs in Bly, Oregon, and
when a captured Japanese plane was being flown in Salem and he was visiting his
uncle where they both saw it from the porch and did not understand that it wasn't an
attack.

World War II Home front

00:15:31

Visiting the shipyards in
Portland with other
children from the
hospital during World
War II

Joseph notes the shipbuilding effort in Portland during World War II and how he and
other children in Shriner's hospital were taken to the launch of a Liberty ship. He
describes the shipyard full of massive ships and the famous opera star who
christened the ship with a champagne bottle. He tells a story about posing for a
picture next to the opera star and bumping into her with his shoulder cast. He
comments that it was both impressive and worrisome to see all of those ships in the
fall of 1943. He describes the launching of the ship in to the river with the help of
tugboats.

World War II Home front

00:19:15

Racism against
Japanese people and
Japanese prisoners of
war working on
Joseph's uncle's farm

Joseph notes that they were much more concerned about Adolf Hitler than they were
about the Japanese attacking the west coast. He describes racism toward Japanese
people on the west coast. He discusses the attitude toward relocated Japanese
people working on farms as prisoners of war who did not have a choice, some
working for his uncles on their sugar beet farm in eastern Oregon for pennies per
hour. His describes a young man who was a gymnast and worked for his uncle that
they felt close to, but they did not consider that he was forced to be there and he later
elected to be repatriated to Japan. Joseph reiterates that racism against the Japanese
was very strong.

World War II - Discrimination
Internment of
JapaneseAmericans

Health
concerns

World War II Home front

00:25:16

The Boise Valley
Herald and German
prisoners of war in the
Boise valley

News media
Joseph discusses the Boise Valley Herald , a local paper owned by the German
government and operated as a propaganda instrument during the war. He learned
additional information because he knew the man that bought it afterwards and
worked briefly for the paper. It served as an underground conduit for German
prisoners of war, almost all of whom escaped. He notes that many young men in the
Boise valley had thick German accents and that no one ever cared about the paper or
the prisoners escaping. But if a Japanese person escaped, there was great alarm. He
notes that he never understood how his Japanese school mate could live in Boise. He
saw him at their 50th high school reunion and he refused to answer Joseph's
questions about it.

00:29:03

Joseph's reaction to
the bombings of
Hiroshima and
Nagasaki

Joseph shares his thoughts about the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. At the
World War II - World War II time, he thought it was "really neat," he heard about the first bomb on the radio and
Atomic bomb Home front
told his mother about it. He notes that when the Russians declared war on Japan, he
remembers saying to his mother, "the bomb blew Joe Stalin off the fence," though the
war ended two weeks later. He discusses the morality and deaths involved in the
atom bombs as not meaningful to him or anyone he knew at the time because they
ended the war. He describes a hero from Boise, a leading ace fighter pilot.

Military Escape and
evasion

World War II Home front
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Title
Military service in
Joseph's family during
World War II

Synopsis
Keyword
Keyword
Joseph discusses a local hero from Boise, World War II fighter pilot [Dwaine Beeson], World War II - World War II and mentions others as well. Joseph describes his brother's participation in the Navy Military service Home front
in Honolulu during the war. His uncles did not serve during World War II due to their
age and occupation as farmers. He describes his cousin Lucille's husband's death as
he was returning home from England.

Keyword
Extended
family

00:03:11

Capture of MorrisonKnudsen workers
working on an island in
the Pacific; secrecy at
Hanford

Joseph's neighborhood in Boise was relatively free of wartime casualties. He
World War II describes how this was due in part to the employment by Morrison-Knudsen of many Home front
workers from Boise on an island in the Pacific, who were captured by the Japanese
early on and spent the war in prison camps. Joseph comments that he did not know
about Hanford's contribution to the atomic bomb until years later, though there were
some contemporary reports about it. He describes visiting a former employer at
Moses Lake, Washington and viewing a project going on nearby that his host said
was "some sort of a super secret project."

World War II Pacific theater

World War
II - Atomic
bomb

00:06:50

Nuclear projects in
Arco, Idaho

Joseph discusses thinking that something related to atomic bombs was going on in
World War II Arco, Idaho during World War II. Michael O'Rourke describes some of the nuclear
Atomic bomb
projects undertaken in Arco, starting after the war. Joseph describes a vacation he
took with his mother in 1943 to Sun Valley, Idaho and visiting the Craters of the Moon
national monument as well as Arco, noting his impression that something to do with
the military was going on in Arco.

World War II Home front

00:10:21

Joseph's high school
experiences in Boise,
part one

Joseph discusses starting junior high and high school, and leaving for prep school in High school
1946 because he was "bored stiff" after one year at Boise High School. He describes
disliking geometry and his teacher being in love with him. He describes the history
and tradition of the Reserve Officers' Training Corps (ROTC) at Boise High School and
his participation in it though he began to develop anti-military feelings.

Military -Reserve
Officers' Training
Corps (ROTC)

00:14:51

Joseph high school
experiences in Boise,
part two

Joseph describes participating in "Boy's State" and being surrounded by boys who
were very interested in the military while he was not. He was appointed to be a
lieutenant in the ROTC at the end of his sophomore year. He discusses disliking
marching in formation and notes that as a child, he was left-handed and did not like
being taught handwriting in a way that expected him to conform to being righthanded. He likens his dislike of the penmanship classes to his feelings about the
ROTC and describes his resistance to conformity.

00:18:22

Hitchhiking across the
west at 15, part one

Joseph discusses his decision to go to prep school in California, which was inspired Travels
by an ad he saw in the back of Sunset Magazine. He describes talking his mother into
letting him go hitchhiking when he was 15 and visiting Salt Lake City, Las Vegas, and
the Grand Canyon on that trip. He hiked through the Grand Canyon but did not have
food or water with him and almost died but was saved by a troop of Boy Scouts who
found him lying by the trail.

High school

00:23:30

Hitchhiking across the
west at 15, part two;
attending Menlo
School, part one

Joseph hitchhiked from the Grand Canyon to Las Vegas, from there to Los Angeles,
and up the coast to visit a school called Menlo where he could take college courses,
which he really wanted to do. He describes his difficulty finding a school that would
allow him to attend college at 15. His one issue with Menlo was the other students,
who were the "damnedest bunch of spoiled brats." He describes being one of two
students who studied while the other students partied and did drugs. He liked his
classes and teachers and got to take some courses at Stanford, which was very
important to him though he did not want to go to Stanford.

High school

Education Travels
Boarding school

00:26:28

Attending Menlo
School, part two;
weekends in San
Francisco

Joseph describes a schoolmate at Menlo, "Bob" Aikman, father of future football star
Troy Aikman. Joseph enjoyed Menlo academically but not socially. His Boise
girlfriend's father and stepmother allowed him to stay with them in San Francisco
every other weekend for the year he was at Menlo. He describes how he spent his
time in San Francisco on those weekends, which was "heaven on earth" for him. He
had money because he had a job serving food at Menlo, or "hashing." Many of the
students had their own cars so there was a lot to do even if he did not go to San
Francisco. He notes that there were also veterans attending Menlo but they did not
live in the dorms with the high school age kids.

Education Boarding
school

San Francisco

High school

Military -Reserve
Officers' Training
Corps (ROTC)

Leisure
activities
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Title
Hitchhiking home from
Menlo School

Synopsis
Joseph comments that he was "addicted to hitchhiking" while attending Menlo,
sometimes hitchhiking back to Boise. He describes how easily and quickly he could
get home that way. He tells a story about returning to Boise before Christmas but not
planning to visit his mother for a few days, however he ran into her on the street and
describes her response. He comments on winter hitchhiking between Boise and San
Francisco.

Keyword
Education Boarding
school

Keyword
Travels

00:04:19

Leaving Menlo School
and attending Boise
Junior College

Joseph notes that his high school sweetheart, Jan, had moved on to someone else
San Francisco Junior College
while he was at Menlo. However they remained close friends and he was her closest
contact to her father in San Francisco. He decided not to return to Menlo after one
year but did not want to go back to high school. Boise Junior College allowed him to
attend and count his college credits toward his high school diploma as well as
counting them as college credits.

00:07:26

Boredom at junior
college and hanging out
with the motorcycle
crowd

Joseph acquired a motorcycle the year he attended junior college, noting it was
challenging to ride in the Boise winter. He was not intellectually stimulated at junior
college and calls it a wasted year except for getting his GED. He tried to make new
friends and worked in his mother's store and hung out with the motorcycle crowd,
which he describes as "good, semi-educated young people." He describes his
interest in Jesuit schools and the University of San Francisco.

Junior college Social life 1940s

Keyword

High school

00:11:27

University of San
Francisco, part one

Joseph was easily admitted to University of San Francisco due to his good grades
News media
from Menlo and the junior college. He describes a small group that gravitated to the
campus newspaper, The Foghorn, emphasizing that all were nonconformists. He
notes that Pierre E. G. Salinger worked for him on The Foghorn and describes their
roles. He describes other significant people who were his colleagues at The Foghorn.
He notes that University of San Francisco was a "tennis school" so he got to play with
many good amateur players.

Education Undergraduate

Education Sports

00:14:54

University of San
Francisco, part two

Joseph comments that there were so many Catholic holy days of obligation that they Religion missed a lot of school. Though he was not religious, and had some mutual challenges Catholic
at the university, he became close friends with two Jesuit priests. He describes the
University of San Francisco as a non-intellectual school that was trying hard to be a
big football school and catered to football and tennis players. He was happy to be in
San Francisco and could also drive to Boise on his motorcycle. Many of his high
school friends were stationed in San Francisco during their service in the military. He
tells a story about standing in for friends who wanted to visit Boise, answering for
them at roll call in the morning.

Education Undergraduate

San Francisco

00:18:35

Activities in the city
while attending
University of San
Francisco, part one

While at the University of San Francisco, Joseph became involved in left-wing politics Political
and describes a connection to a communist party organizer in San Francisco through participation
a friend in Boise, as well as having connections in the newspaper world through his
high school sweetheart, Jan's, father. He was also friends with a radio producer who
produced a program starring Jack R. Webb of Dragnet fame. He comments that there
was a lot to do in San Francisco outside of his minimal school work and describes
most of his activities with his friends as "minor league mischief."

Education Undergraduate

San Francisco

00:21:38

Activities in the city
while attending
University of San
Francisco, part two

Joseph describes one of his frequent Saturday activities in San Francisco as
San Francisco Crime
wandering around downtown. He tells a story about being outside three different
banks on the same day and being knocked over by the same old lady running out of
the banks after having robbed each of them. The same police officer questioned him
each time and suggested he go home after the third time.

00:24:24

Activities in the city
while attending
University of San
Francisco, part three

Joseph notes how fun it was to be in San Francisco without having to spend any
San Francisco Education money. He describes an incident where he was mistaken for Gregory Peck. Although
Undergraduate
every day in San Francisco was "a holiday," he did not want to stay there forever and
his friends in the army there were going home. He was complaining about the
University of San Francisco one day and a professor overheard and told him to look
into Reed College, where his cousin was a sociology professor, though Joseph later
found out they weren't actually related. He had not heard of Reed and rode his
motorcycle up to Portland the following week during spring break to check it out.

Reed College
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Title
Career interests

Synopsis
Keyword
Joseph discusses having been told his whole life that he should be a lawyer because Careers he liked to talk, however it did not interest him much. He discusses his career
Journalism
interests, one of which was to be a newspaper man. He had been active in journalism
during his education and as an intern at newspapers in San Francisco. He notes that
deep down he really wanted to be a professor but never outwardly said so.

00:03:52

Early political interests Joseph describes his early political interests including his admiration of Alfred Renton Political views Communism
"Harry" Bridges and interest in racial equality, noting that he had no idea how,
growing up in Boise, he developed these interests. Once he got to San Francisco, he
contacted the uncle, Joe, of a childhood friend from Boise who was possibly a
communist and became a very big influence on Joseph and a friend. He discusses his
feelings about Harry S. Truman and the Cold War.

Truman,
Harry S.

00:06:50

Joseph's friendship
with a leftist political
activist in San
Francisco

Labor
unions

Joseph describes Joe, who shared books with him and got him to start attending
Political
labor union meetings. He notes that the labor union movement in San Francisco was participation
left-wing and dominated by Bridges. He discusses Joe helping him to become a
delegate to the Henry A. Wallace Progressive Party San Francisco convention which
he found very exciting. Joe was very active in organizing meetings and trips for labor
unions though Joseph now doubts that was his real object. He describes Monroe
Sweetland showing him a book a couple years ago that listed political activists and he
saw Joe's name. He debated with Sweetland about whether Joe was a Communist.
Sweetland had known Joe as a left-wing Democrat in the mid to late 1950s.Joseph
describes the books that Joe had, not Marx and Lenin but lots of other political books.
He describes visiting Joe only one more time after leaving San Francisco for Reed
though they exchanged letters for a year.

Keyword
Careers Education

Communism

Keyword

00:11:40

Early exposure to leftwine political ideas

Joseph discusses how he thought he might have become an admirer of Bridges
Political
through his reading of The New Republic magazine which his mother agreed to
awareness
subscribe to for him when he was 15. It was his first exposure to left-wing politics on a
steady basis. He also began reading The Progressive. When he arrived at Reed
College, the campus seemed almost apolitical to him. He describes his experience of
anti-Communism at University of San Francisco.

Communism

00:15:11

Joseph's views about Joseph's paternal grandfather was good friends with Wallace's father in Iowa. He later Wallace,
Idaho politicians in the exchanged letters with Wallace regarding his memories of the Josephs in Iowa, but
Henry A.
1940s and 1950s
never met him in person. He discusses Idaho senator David "D" Worth Clark who was
a "scoundrel" and thought Roosevelt was a traitor. He was replaced in by Glen H.
Taylor who had been a musician in a country band. He became Wallace's vice
president for the Progressive Party. Joseph knew Taylor and spoke with him at the
convention. Taylor served in the Idaho senate one term. Joseph criticizes the senator
that replaced him, Herman O. Welker, "the worst senator that ever lived." He
describes Taylor's difficulty finding work after leaving office.

00:19:49

Joseph's political
views and first
impressions of Reed
College

Joseph notes that he was a passive leftist and that he was surprised that some
professors at Reed College turned out to be Communists. He describes the
participants of the American Veteran's Committee, which was later identified as a
Communist front, though not all of the veterans involved were Communists. He
describes his first visit to Reed on his motorcycle on a beautiful spring day. He
describes professor Dorothy Johansen, with whom he had an appointment that day.

Reed College Political views

00:23:08

Decision to attend
Reed College

Joseph describes the conversation he had at his meeting with Johansen. He asked
her what it was like at Reed and her response indicated that once he paid tuition, it
was largely up to him. This was a "bolt of lightning" and he knew at that moment that
he would attend Reed. He describes leaving the meeting to get a cup of coffee and
seeing a group of students watch two students have sex in the canyon below and
how that impacted his impression of the college.

Reed College Education Undergraduate

Political views

Reed
College

00:27:02

Entry into Reed,
placement exam, and
advancement from
junior to senior

Joseph notes that it was not difficult to get accepted at Reed at the time, describing
some of the factors contributing to that. He discusses making a "profound mistake"
regarding the placement exam. He knew if he did well on it, he would test out of
some courses. He was given a take-home test for math and got nine out of ten
correct, so did not have to take math at Reed, thus missing the opportunity to take a
course from "the greatest math teacher in the United States." He entered Reed as a
junior and passed the junior qualifying exam at the end of that year which allowed
him to advance as a senior.

Reed College Education Undergraduate
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Title
The "constant pleasure"
of Joseph's first year at
Reed College

Synopsis
Keyword
Keyword
Joseph describes his experience of his first year at Reed College in 1949 as "constant Reed College Education pleasure." He liked the students, faculty, and atmosphere: everyone shared his
Undergraduate
interests in ideas and books. It was a self-contained community without a lot of need
to leave campus, and very sheltered from the outside world. His dorm master was
Stanley Moore, later a famous Reed philosophy professor. He notes the Cold War was
building when he was there and the Korean War broke out soon thereafter. There
were many veterans on campus that formed an intellectual nucleus, including Gary
Snyder, Don G. Berry, and Philip G. Whalen. Jack Kerouac showed up on occasion.

00:03:31

Academic culture at
Reed College

Joseph notes there were cliques at Reed but that did not disturb him. He felt
Reed College Education Undergraduate
academically challenged and engaged and describes a typical conference style class.
Students came prepared and wanted to do the work to participate fully in the
conferences. He was interested in history and political science but did not take any
science or math courses. His major shifted from political science to history, due to his
choice of senior thesis topic.

00:08:35

Social life at Reed
College

Joseph describes his social life at Reed. He had a girlfriend whose parents lived in
Reed College Education Portland and he spent a lot of time with her family. He describes himself as not
Undergraduate
particularly social though he enjoyed hanging out with friends. He occasionally visited
the Lutz Tavern and was able to buy a beer though under age. He discusses visiting
his mother in Idaho the summer after his first year at Reed and how her grocery
business was not doing very well.

Keyword
World War II Veterans

Social life 1940s

00:11:31

Summer visit to Boise
Joseph notes that he was "utterly bored" when he visited Boise the first summer after Reed College
and campus job at Reed Reed College. His friends had just graduated from high school in 1949 when he was
College
doing his junior year at Reed. His girlfriend visited Boise for a few days with him. He
had received a $150 yearly scholarship from Reed but needed to earn additional
money. He got a job as a shingler on the World War I barracks that were on the
campus and describes how the barracks came to be there. He describes his
experience as a shingler on a typical day in the summer.

00:14:54

Joseph's love of tennis
and exhaustion in the
fall of 1950

Joseph discusses developing a passion for tennis in his last years in Boise, which he Reed College Overwork
grew to love more than baseball. He developed a habit of shingling in the morning,
eating and taking a nap, then playing tennis for several hours. He was exhausted by
the end of the summer, and as a senior at Reed he had a lot of work to do. By the end
of October his exhaustion was even worse, which let to getting a cold he could not
shake. He describes what happened on November 7, 1950, when he became very ill,
collapsed and was taken to the infirmary at Reed.

00:18:30

Joseph's trip to the
hospital and diagnosis
of polio

The school doctor recommended that Joseph be taken to the hospital because his
symptoms were so serious. Reed could not afford an ambulance so his landlord, a
faculty member, was asked to drive him. Joseph describes his experience in the
hospital and his symptoms. The doctor, an "A-number one ass," called his mother to
let her know they thought he had polio but hoped he had spinal meningitis. He
describes the pain he felt the first night in the hospital.

00:21:54

Polio treatment, part
one

Joseph describes the iron lung "contraption" that was brought into his hospital room Polio
in the morning and the painful process of putting him inside. He details his treatment
process in the iron lung. After about a month, he went to physical therapy. He
describes his physical condition at that point and his thoughts on Good Samaritan
hospital when he was there. He notes that Portland had had a serious polio epidemic
in 1950 but that the last reported case had been labor day weekend of 1950. He does
not know how he contracted polio two months after that. He was the last case of polio
in Oregon for over a year.

Reed College Polio

00:24:53

Polio treatment, part
two

Joseph describes reading a newspaper in the hospital and learning that California
governor Earl Warren's daughter had also contracted polio on November 7, 1950.
However she received gamma globulin injections and was photographed on the
beach in Hawaii, fully recovered. He was angry that he was stuck in an iron lung but
later learned the injections were not helpful for polio. He later had an opportunity to
share that story with then Chief Justice Warren and describes Warren's response.
Joseph notes that November and December 1950 were the lowest points of his life
and describes his perspective on his treatment during that time.

00:26:49

Polio treatment, part
three

Joseph describes a visit by a well-known nurse from Australia when he was in
Polio
Shriner's hospital in Portland in the 1940s for his shoulder surgery. The nurse had
developed a special treatment for polio that involved wrapping patients in hot woolen
towels. His mother wrapped him in the towels when he returned home from that time
in the hospital. He describes how he spent his time in the hospital with polio in 1950,
and how dependent he was on other people while in the iron lung. This included
getting help with reading books using a rack, sometimes upside down if the nurse did
not position the book correctly. He shares a story about visiting Egypt years later and
reading books with children.

Polio

Travels
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Title
Continued polio
treatment, description of
iron lung, and first
experience of breathing
without it

Synopsis
Keyword
Joseph was in the iron lung for two full weeks unless he was being bathed or using
Polio
the bedpan. He describes the iron lung's design, which was originally for two people,
and how a divider inside made him very uncomfortable but there wasn't much he
could do about it. He describes feeling panic when they let him breathe on his own for
awhile. The staff called Howard Jolly, who had driven Joseph to the hospital, to
attempt to calm him down. Jolly had been a sailor and was quite witty. He describes a
joke Jolly used to end his panic.

Keyword
Reed
College

Keyword

00:04:09

Convalescing from polio
at the Idaho Elks
Convalescent Home, part
one

Joseph describes his fear about his condition and thinking about what he would do
Polio
since he could not have a job that required much physical activity and his mother
could not support him. Before he became ill, he had applied for a Fulbright
scholarship to study in New Zealand and for a teaching fellowship at the University of
Illinois department of history, neither of which he could do. His mother connected with
the Idaho Elks Convalescent Home which was designed for polio patients. He
describes being transported there on New Year's Eve 1950. He had been breathing
without the iron lung for almost two weeks. He was met in Boise by people from the
Elks home, an ambulance, and his mother and taken to the home.

Careers

Disability

00:08:54

Convalescing from polio
at the Idaho Elks
Convalescent Home, part
two

Joseph calls getting into the Idaho Elks Convalescent Home "one of the luckiest
breaks of my life." He describes the staffing by people who really cared and whose
mission was rehabilitation. He had not realized that he could be rehabilitated. He
describes [Chris], the physical therapist there, and how she and the doctor worked
with him at first to help him sit and stand. They fitted him with braces by the end of
January 1951 and he was able to go where he wanted by the end of March. His
roommate at that point was a man in his mid-50s though there were many kids
around as well. He notes it was "really a fun place to be, given the circumstances."

Polio

00:13:43

Convalescing from polio
at the Idaho Elks
Convalescent Home, part
three

Joseph muses that if he had not been able to go to the Idaho Elks home in 1950, he
Polio
might still be in bed somewhere. He describes how the staff at Good Samaritan were
not focused on rehabilitation. He started visiting home on weekends in April and May
and began staying home in June, visiting the hospital once in awhile. He was able to
ride the city bus to the hospital by July and ready to return to Reed College by the
end of August 1951. He wore long leg braces and describes how he had to figure out
how to stand up out of a chair.

Healthcare Reed
issues
College

00:16:54

Marriage to first wife,
return to Reed College,
and senior thesis on
George W. Joseph

When he returned to Portland, Joseph married the woman he had been dating while Marriage
at Reed. They had been married secretly a month earlier in Idaho City, Idaho. She had
graduated from Reed in spring 1950 and worked as a social worker. They lived in a
house near Southeast Division. He began his senior year at Reed again. Joseph
describes the subject of his senior thesis, George W. Joseph, who died in 1930 when
he was running for governor of Oregon. The Republican party named Phil Metschan,
Jr., who was "the opposite" of Joseph. He tells a story about how Julius Meier, then a
lawyer and friend of George W. Joseph, ran as an independent and beat both
Metschan and the Democratic candidate.

Reed
College

00:20:48

Joseph's thesis research
on George W. Joseph

Joseph was acquainted with George W. Joseph's son in Portland, who was a lawyer
Joseph,
and gave him access to George's papers, which included news reports dating back to George W.
1905. This gave Joseph a lot of material to work with for his thesis and it allowed him
to do the work without much physical labor. He discusses his thoughts about his
thesis and the period of history it covered, noting that George W. Joseph was a
progressive Republican. Joseph comments that George's son was very cooperative,
hated being a lawyer and died suddenly in 1957. He deposited the source material
with the Oregon Historical Society, which could not find it for him when he asked to
see it a few years later. He located it after searching through boxes.

Reed
College

Meier,
Julius L.

00:24:39

Final year at Reed College Joseph describes a picture of himself in the iron lung in the newspaper that referred Reed College Disability
and accessibility on
to him as "formerly strapping six-footer George M. Joseph" as well as a picture after
campus, part one
he returned to Reed, walking on campus with his walking sticks, noting that his last
year at Reed was a new life and that he remembers it as a fun year. He describes his
friendship with a school mate. Physically, Reed was not very accessible and he
describes falling on some steps and the school nurse attempting to help him. The next
day there was a ramp installed, which stayed there until two years before this
interview when it was replaced with a real accessible entrance to the building.

00:28:34

Final year at Reed College
and accessibility on
campus, part two; sale of
motorcycle and later
motorcycle ride

Joseph worked as a janitor in his last year at Reed as well as doing his school work.
Reed College Disability
He was challenged by the stairs in many of the buildings but he does not recall
anything particularly difficult. He sold his motorcycle to someone in the neighborhood
in Portland after he became ill. He notes that it had a particular sound and that he
heard it one day when he was in Boise, then the boy that bought it from him came
around the corner. He tells a story about visiting the shop where he originally bought
his motorcycle and asking to take a ride on one in the summer of 1954. They helped
him start it and he rode two blocks each way.
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Title
Visit from Buzz, Boise
motorcycle shop owner,
while in the hospital for
polio

Synopsis
Keyword
Joseph tells a story about motorcycle shop owner, Buzz [Cheney], doing an
Polio
"unforgettable" act of kindness for him while he was in the hospital around
Thanksgiving of 1950. [Cheney] rode his motorcycle to Portland from Boise starting
the night before, riding through the night just to say hello. They visited for about thirty
minutes and then [Cheney] said he had to get back to Boise. He later allowed Joseph
to ride a motorcycle when he visited the shop in 1954. Joseph notes that in later years
he was able to play a bit of tennis and golf. After he started walking, he got very much
better and stayed very well until around 1991, which was one of the reasons he retired
early.

Keyword
Friendship

Keyword

00:02:51

Stanley W. Moore's firing
from Reed College

Joseph tells a story about Stanley W. Moore, who was his dorm advisor at Reed.
Moore,
Moore was fired by the board of trustees in 1954 after he refused to answer their
Stanley W.
question about whether he was a Communist. Reed had been investigated by the
House Un-American Activities Committee. Joseph did not like Moore and describes
how Moore treated him. But he and a couple of other people became one of Moore's
main advocates starting in 1954 up to the time he died. They worked for 45 years to
get Reed to rectify Moore's firing, finally succeeding. Joseph mentions that though he
did not like Moore, it was about the principle of the matter and what Reed had done
was wrong.

Reed
College

Communism

00:05:26

Graduation from Reed
College and scholarship to
University of Chicago Law
School

Joseph considers himself a member of Reed's class of 1951, though he graduated in Reed College University
1952. He describes attending the recent 50th reunion of the class of 1951 as well as
of Chicago
his high school's 50th reunion. He became president of the Reed College alumni
Law School
association in the 1960s and found out that Reed did not care which class he claimed,
so he chose class of 1951. He was not sure what to do when he finished at Reed. He
was admitted to graduate school at the University of Chicago but without enough
financial help. However Reed could award one of its graduates a scholarship to that
university and they gave it to him.

00:08:29

Winning a scholarship to
the University of Chicago
Law School

1951 was the first year the scholarship to University of Chicago was awarded by Reed. Reed College University
of Chicago
They awarded it to Alan Brody in 1951, with whom Joseph was competing for the
Law School
scholarship and believed would have won it on merit. However because of his
delayed graduation due to polio Joseph was eligible and won it the following year, a
full tuition law school scholarship. The state of Oregon also gave him $150 for books.
By that time he was sure he wanted to be a judge, not a lawyer. He comments that the
law school in Chicago turned out to be focused on training judges.

00:10:21

Joseph's interest in the
analytical side of law and
becoming an appellate
judge

Joseph notes that his desire for a newspaper career ended due to physical reasons. Careers He was still very interested in it and continues to be. He felt forced by circumstance to Journalism
be a lawyer but was not interested in advising corporations or individuals. He was
interested in the analytical side of law, noting it was his natural proclivity. When he
learned how work was divided up among people with legal training, he wanted
specifically to be an appellate judge.

Careers Judicial
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Title
Decision to attend law
school due to lack of other
alternatives

Synopsis
Joseph clarifies that he never wanted to be a lawyer; he went to law school because
he "had no financial or physical alternatives after graduating from Reed." He explains
that the scholarship to University of Chicago was one good thing that came out of
having polio, because it pushed him back a year, out of competition with a very
qualified student for the award. In addition, the University of Chicago had a similar
intellectual atmosphere to Reed College and it was the only law school he
considered. Joseph's aunts and uncles used to tell him that he should become a
lawyer because he liked to talk so much.

Keyword
University of
Chicago Law
School

Keyword
Polio

Keyword
Careers Legal

00:04:17

Challenges in the first year Joseph went to University of Chicago law school and his wife stayed in Portland to
of University of Chicago
work. He explains why he did not care for law school from the very beginning. He
Law School
excelled in the courses his first quarter but the rest of the year was awful and he did
not do well. In addition, his wife had come to live with him but he realized the
marriage was not working and they divorced within a few months. He moved in with
Reed College graduates, of which there were many at the University of Chicago and
comments that in some ways it felt like they had never left Reed. He liked the way
they lived together but continued to do poorly in his coursework.

University of
Chicago Law
School

Divorce

Reed
College

00:07:44

Decision to remain in law
school and compete for the
law review despite
difficulties in his
coursework

One of Joseph's teachers commented that although he participated in the class and University of
discussions, he received a D because he got so little out of it. Joseph explains that
Chicago Law
grading at the University of Chicago was similar to Reed in that students could ask to School
see their grades but otherwise did not see them. Initially, some faculty members
found him a good job at the law school and helped him in other ways because he was
intellectually gifted, but were burned out on him by the end of the year. He cried
when he received his grades at the end of the year. He decided to stay in law school
despite his lack of interest. He discusses competing for the law review and explains
the process involved. He describes challenges during the process, including a
situation in which an upperclassman was plagiarizing his work so rejected his
submission. He notes there was a lot of that kind of behavior going on in the classes
ahead of him in law school.

Careers Legal

00:11:44

Disinterest in practicing law Joseph began to enjoy law school and improve his grades over time. By the end, he University of
and continued desire to be finished above average in his class but still knew he had no interest in being a
Chicago Law
practicing lawyer. He wanted to be an appellate judge, but his overall grades were
School
an appellate judge
not high enough for an appellate judge to hire him as a clerk. He describes an
incident when he accidentally hit the Chief Justice of the United States, Earl Warren,
with one of his crutches. Years later he met Warren again, who remembered him and
the incident.

Careers Judicial

00:16:06

Description of Joseph's
Joseph shares that his first wife's name was Elizabeth Kalisher and describes aspects Marriage
first wife, Elizabeth Kalisher of her life. They have been in touch a bit since the Reed reunion. He refers to a
recently published Oregonian article about him that mentioned her, about which they
were both quite angry. He notes that he received an apology from the paper for both
of them but is not sure she appreciated his making an issue of it.

News
media

00:18:25

Social life at University of
Chicago Law School

Reed
College

Joseph knew all of the Reed College students who were at University of Chicago
University of
when he was there. He roomed with Oliver P. "Ollie" Williams and Willis E. "Willie"
Chicago Law
Sibley and describes their academic careers. They remain close friends. Kai T.
School
Erickson moved in the following year after Williams got married. He describes them as
a group of intellectuals that remained involved in academia. The University of
Chicago Law School was said to train judges, not lawyers, due to its intellectual
leanings. He describes growing a beard toward the end of his studies, which was not
considered "nice" in those days.

Reed
College

00:21:56

Requesting to be excused Joseph discusses getting a job in Salem and needing to be excused from graduation. University of
from law school graduation He tells a story about visiting the Dean Edward H. Levi house to make the request
Chicago Law
School
and the dean's young son's reaction to his beard. He describes Levi's sharp tongue
and response to his request.

Careers Legal

00:24:44

Meeting his second wife,
Elizabeth Starr

Joseph discusses meeting his second wife, Elizabeth Starr, at the University of
University of
Chicago. He notes there were very few women in his law school class, mentioning
Chicago Law
that one was a sex worker in the evenings. He describes a plan among his male
School
classmates to have dinner with residents of the women's dorm and participated in a
dinner though he was married at the time and not trying to meet anyone. He first met
Starr that night who had transferred from Smith College to University of Chicago.

Dating

00:29:14

Getting to know Elizabeth
Starr at University of
Chicago

Starr finished one year at University of Chicago and stayed there, working in the
University of
university's medical school. Joseph liked her and chatted with her when they ran into Chicago Law
each other. He notes that other men in his dorm were madly in love with her and tells School
a story about a male student fainting during a blood drive and falling on top of her
while she was giving blood; no one believed that it was a real faint. He describes her
as very smart, well-liked, and without ego. They have now been married for 47 years.

Dating

Marriage
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Title
Aversion to practicing
law and desire to move
back to Oregon

Synopsis
Keyword
Joseph discusses his strong aversion to practicing law, which he could not entirely
Careers account for. In part, it did not interest him to help people with their problems. He
Legal
never liked being a lawyer, even when he was being paid well and doing a good job.
His clients liked him and were satisfied but it was never interesting to him. He was
getting concerned toward the end of his time at law school about making a living. He
knew he wanted to be back in Oregon and had a socially prominent aunt and uncle in
Salem.

Keyword

00:03:39

Looking for jobs in
Oregon and meeting
Supreme Court judge
George Rossman
through his aunt and
uncle

Joseph visited Oregon in the summer of 1954 to search for a job but his heart wasn't Careers in it. He interviewed with Arno H. Denecke who would tease him years later about not Legal
even pretending to have an interest in practicing law while at the interview. His aunt
and uncle in Salem were friends with Supreme Court judge George Rossman and his
wife and invited them over to dinner to meet him. The subject of working for Rossman
never came up at dinner. Joseph wrote a letter to Rossman when he returned to
Chicago expressing his appreciation for meeting him and asking to be considered for
his law clerk. Rossman responded that Joseph's aunt had already mentioned it and
that he would be fine with it.

Rossman,
George

00:06:34

Studying for and
passing the bar exam
on his first attempt

Joseph found out that after having dinner at his aunt's house, Rossman asked the
Careers dean of the law school about him. The Oregon Supreme Court had just started using Legal
law clerks and the first two were graduates of the University of Chicago Law School
who Joseph knew. They had both done well as clerks but neither had passed the bar
exam on their first try; no one from the University of Chicago had done so in the
previous ten years in Oregon. Joseph took and passed his first bar exam with one of
the clerks who was on his second attempt, Leon [Gabanay], who passed as well. He
discusses [Gabanay]'s difficulty finding a job in Portland because he was Jewish and
what he did after leaving Portland.

Rossman,
George

Keyword

Bar exam

00:10:00

Recommendation from
the Dean of the
University of Chicago
Law School

[Gabanay] worked for Judge Rossman and put in a good word for Joseph. He found
out that Rossman had been in Chicago and visited Dean Edward H. Levi to ask him
about Joseph. Levi gave him a very high recommendation. Years later, Joseph told
Levi he was surprised to get such a strong recommendation as a mediocre law
student; he describes Levi's response. He packed up and returned to Oregon before
graduation. He had married Elizabeth Starr the previous December and she was
pregnant at the time of their move back west.

Rossman,
George

00:12:04

Elizabeth Starr's family
background and
business, part one

Starr's family was from Nashville, Tennessee and owned the largest chain of movie
Business
theaters in the country which catered to Black moviegoers in the South during Jim
ownership
Crow. Her discusses her grandfather Jacob Starr, a Jewish immigrant from Poland,
describing his illegal business located in a Black neighborhood. He installed a
nickelodeon frequented by his Black customers; there were no other nickelodeons in
Nashville where Blacks could go. This filled a market need. His children took over the
business and eventually created the movie theater chain.

Racial issues

00:17:04

Elizabeth Starr's family
background and
business, part two

Racial issues

00:20:55

Elizabeth Starr's family
milieu in Nashville, TN,
part one

Joseph describes Milton Starr and his brother Alfred, Elizabeth Starr's father, as good Business
people who were not particularly proud that their theaters catered to Blacks only. He ownership
describes how Milton Starr referred to his wealth as "blood money" because it was
earned from people who had no other choice of movie theater. He notes that in her
book His Eye is On the Sparrow , Ethel Waters thanks Milton Starr and comments that
Starr treated Waters fairly when most theater owners didn't. With the rise of television,
the business slowed down. Joseph describes his experience of being introduced to
the family's house man in Nashville for the first time and reaching out to shake hands.
This and other incidents were new to him.
Joseph tells a story about what happened after he asked why Black people had to
Racial issues
ride at the back of the bus at dinner in Nashville one night. Schools had been
desegregated recently. He describes another occasion where he made a joke playing
on discriminatory language and the effect it had on the group, which was not amused.
He notes that he liked Starr's father Alfred and that her mother never liked him
because he was from a poor background, a non-Southerner, and physically disabled,
coming into a relatively wealthy family. He shares a conversation with Alfred Starr
about a job after law school and how that had a positive impact on their relationship.

00:25:26

Elizabeth Starr's family
milieu in Nashville, TN,
part two

Joseph notes that he was chief judge on the Court of Appeals by the time Elizabeth
Marriage
Starr's mother died but she never got over her initial impression. He describes Starr's
family's intellectualism, educational background and house full of books, calling it "my
kind of place." He describes Starr's three siblings and comments that he liked being
around the family, particularly Alfred Starr because they shared an interest in politics.
He describes Alfred Starr's Yellow Dog Democrat status and love of politics.

Marriage

Careers - Legal

Discrimination

Socio-economic
status

Political views

Democrats

00:28:34

Elizabeth Starr's family
milieu in Nashville, TN,
part three

Joseph notes that Alfred Starr was very active in state and national politics. While
Joseph was clerking for Judge Rossman, the law forbid him from getting involved in
politics as a state employee. Nevertheless, he got very involved in Carey Estes
Kefauver's presidential campaign because Alfred Starr had been a major financial
backer of Kefauver's successful campaign for senator. Dinner table conversations
with the Starr family were "just loaded with talk about politics, Tennessee politics in
particular. He notes the Starr family had an active social life and were good friends
with William C. Faulkner.

Political
participation
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Title
Alfred Starr's involvement
with The Fugitives at
Vanderbilt University

Synopsis
Keyword
Joseph describes a circle of young people at Vanderbilt University in the 1920s,
Extended
almost all of whom became famous literary figures, and lists their names, noting that family
they were called The Fugitives. Alfred Starr was among them though he was not a
writer. They were protégées of one man [name inaudible due to distortion]. He
describes a conversation he overheard at a party at the Starr's' house with William C.
Faulkner and Robert Penn Warren.

00:03:55

Description of Elizabeth
Joseph describes Elizabeth Starr's uncle, Milton Starr, as someone who had a sad
Roosevelt,
Starr's uncle, Milton Starr, and demeanor. He discusses Milton Starr's distinction as the first "dollar a year man",
Franklin D.
his involvement in politics
referring to a plan enacted by Franklin D. Roosevelt of getting prominent business
people to volunteer to work for the government for a dollar a year at the beginning of
World War II. He lived the rest of his life in Washington, D.C. and was actively involved
in the New Deal and Democratic politics. He was not present at the parties at Alfred
Starr's house.

World War II Home front

00:06:23

Ann M. Cherrington,
classmate at Reed; wedding
part one

Reed College

Joseph discusses a woman in his Reed class named Ann M. Cherrington who he
Marriage
describes in glowing terms, noting she was a marvelous person. She married the
future Alaska Senator Theodore F. Stevens and was killed in a plane accident in
Alaska. He discusses his wedding to Elizabeth Starr in Nashville in 1954, noting his
mother did not attend but her parents did. He comments that the wedding was
conducted by his mother in law for her benefit, and describes the decisions she made
about the wedding that he did not agree with and in some cases did not expect
during the ceremony.

Keyword
Marriage

Keyword

00:10:55

Wedding part two and
honeymoon in New Iberia,
Louisiana

Joseph notes that Elizabeth Starr knew he would be angry regarding the decisions
Wedding
about the wedding that he did not agree with and had known about some of them in
advance. He describes her position as a challenging one between himself and her
mother, which she comments on even in the present day, though he does not
remember that as a theme in their lives. He loved being in the Starr family home and
does not recall many unpleasant moments. He and Starr spent their honeymoon in
New Iberia, Louisiana and New Orleans. Her father offered them a honeymoon in
Jamaica but they had read about Tabasco sauce in the New Yorker and decided they
wanted to visit New Iberia, where it is made. He describes a bit about their
honeymoon experience.

Honeymoon

00:13:56

Description of New Iberia,
Avery Island, and the Grand
Ole Opry

Joseph describes New Iberia and Avery Island, the place where Tabasco sauce is
Honeymoon
made. He notes that they have returned there a couple times since their honeymoon.
He describes his experience of country music in Nashville, with the Grand Ole Opry
as its public face. He visited the Grand Ole Opry once and was nervous because the
theater, a pre-Civil War auditorium, was "a fire trap," made entirely of wood with
smoking permitted.

Travels

00:17:43

Country music culture and
stars in Nashville, TN

Joseph that country music was just starting to become nationally known when he first Nashville, TN
visited Nashville. He mentions the radio station he listened to when he lived in Idaho.
He comments that Nashville was only famous for the Grand Ole Opry at that time;
there were no other well known venues and very few nationally known stars. Chester
Burton "Chet" Atkins was a known star. He notes that Sarah O. Colley Cannon, also
known as performer Minnie Pearl, was a Starr family friend and visited their house on
occasion. He comments that she was married to a businessman and when she wasn't
Minnie Pearl, she was a local socialite and that upon meeting her it was hard to
believe she was also Minnie Pearl. He discusses the Carter Family and Johnny Cash's
renown as a musician who played penitentiaries.

00:20:31

Politics in Tennessee

Joseph describes Tennessee politics at the time as always fascinating, commenting
that at the time it was "several brands of Democratic politics." He discusses senators
Albert A. Gore, Sr. and Carey Estes Kefauver, noting he received a wedding present
from the Kefauvers. He discusses the political spectrum of east, central, and west
Tennessee.

Nashville, TN Democrats

00:23:42

Moving to Ohio and attending
the Democratic National
Convention in Chicago on the
way

By 1956, when Joseph and Starr were moving to Ohio, Kefauver was a serious
Democratic
candidate for the Democratic nomination for president. Alfred Starr was a delegate for National
Tennessee for the Democratic National Convention. He describes the logistics of his Convention
move to Ohio from Oregon, driving with his mother via Chicago which allowed him to
attend the Democratic National Convention in Chicago as a guest of Alfred Starr. He
describes how Alfred Starr arranged for him to become an alternate delegate for
Tennessee which gave him access to the floor of the convention "where the action
was." He describes some of his experience on the floor.

00:27:15

Experiences at the
Democratic National
Convention in Chicago

Joseph describes Samuel T. "Sam" Rayburn's feelings about Kefauver and concern
Democratic
that he would get the vice presidential nomination after it was clear he was out of the National
running for president. He discusses the lack of enthusiasm for Adlai E. F. Stevenson, Convention
the Democratic nominee for president. He describes disagreement in the Tennessee
delegation, which included Gore as well as Tennessee governor Frank G. Clement
who wanted the vice presidential nomination for himself who was a "secret drunk"
who hated Kefauver. He describes a meeting of the delegation where two young
boys were present: Albert A. Gore, Junior and a cousin [tape cuts off]
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Title
Positioning for the vice
presidential nomination at
the 1956 Democratic
National Convention

Synopsis
Keyword
Joseph discusses Senator Albert A. Gore Senior's dislike of Carey Estes Kefauver. Gore's Political
young son, Albert A. Gore Junior, and nephew were present at a meeting of the
strategy
Tennessee delegation at the Democratic National Convention when Gore announced that
he was going to seek the vice presidential nomination. He describes Gore's impassioned
speech to the group, who were largely for Kefauver, and his nephew's reaction afterward.
He describes Alfred Starr's maneuvering to get Senator McGee (Joseph was probably
referring to Senator Robert S. Kerr) from Oklahoma to be recognized by Samuel T. "Sam"
Rayburn on the floor. Kerr surprised Rayburn by putting Oklahoma's votes toward
Kefauver, securing his nomination as vice president. He describes Rayburn's reaction.

Keyword
Democratic
National
Convention

00:04:50

End of the Democratic
National Convention and
death of Alfred Starr

Joseph describes a stirring performance by Mahalia Jackson as the convention was
Democratic
ending and delegates were leaving the hall. Alfred Starr died unexpectedly of a heart
National
attack in the fall after the convention though his physical condition had been good.
Convention
Joseph notes that he had a wonderful time at the Democratic National Convention but
never attended another one. He comments that felt like he had known Alfred Starr a long
time but they had only known each other for three years before Starr passed away.
Joseph notes that his wife's mother lived many years after the death of Alfred Starr and
never remarried.

Family death

00:08:58

Joseph's thoughts on
McCarthyism HUAC
investigations

Joseph discusses his thoughts about Joseph R. McCarthy and McCarthyism, which was at McCarthyism
its height when he was in law school. He was more concerned about the in investigations
of the House on Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) than McCarthy himself,
particularly in relation to Reed College.

Reed College

Keyword

00:12:18

HUAC hearings at Reed
College and the firing of
Stanley Moore

Joseph describes the HUAC coming to Portland to conduct an investigation of
McCarthyism
Communist influences among dock workers and eventually Reed College. He made a
point to be in Portland when the HUAC was there because he knew some of his friends
would be called before the committee. Reed faculty members also spoke at the hearings.
He describes the hearings as "very, very painful," in part because some people he had
known turned out to be spies for the FBI. He discusses his feelings about Reed faculty
member Stanley W. Moore. He discusses his thoughts about the Reed board of trustees,
both at the time and later, and the compromises they made, including firing Moore.

00:17:29

Reed College's resolution of Joseph notes that the Moore controversy was not resolved until two years ago and
the Stanley Moore
discusses why it took so long to resolve. He describes the reasoning behind resolving it
controversy
and the actions the Reed president took to communicate with Moore and come to a
resolution. Moore died soon thereafter.

00:20:17

Joseph's reflection on Reed
College's participation in the
firing of Moore and later
resolution

Joseph and his contemporaries were angry at the board of trustees and though he has
moved past it, some have not. He notes that Reed College survived the entire incident
without "compromising itself to death" such as rescinding the board of trustee's actions
regarding Moore. He comments that the 1954 incidents around the HUAC hearings were
"horrible days for Reed" that culminated in the firing of Moore. He describes how Reed
President Steven S. Koblik worked with Moore.

00:23:10

September 11, 2001 attacks

Side conversation about finishing interview and a few of Joseph's thoughts on the
aftermath of the attacks on September 11, 2001, which had happened the day before.

Reed College

Moore,
Stanley W.

McCarthyism

Reed College

Moore,
Stanley W.

McCarthyism

Reed College

Moore,
Stanley W.
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Title
Studying for the
Oregon bar exam, part
one

Synopsis
Keyword
Joseph discusses how he met Judge George Rossman and his feelings about working for Rossman,
him. He discusses moving to Portland and cramming for the state bar exam with
George
Rossman's support. He notes that many out of state law school graduates had a difficult
time passing the Oregon bar exam and that no graduate from the University of Chicago
Law School had passed on the first try in many years. He discusses possible prejudice
toward out of state law school graduates. It was unknown why the University of Chicago
graduates had a particularly poor record of passing on the first try.

Keyword
Bar exam

00:04:11

Studying for the
Oregon bar exam, part
two

Joseph describes "cram school," a concentrated review course to prepare for the Oregon Bar exam
bar exam. He discusses his expectations of the bar exam and unanticipated changes to
the exam in 1955, the year he took it, to include an arcane part of law called conflict of
laws. He had not received a good grade in that course in law school and discusses a
conversation with the professor regarding how he did in the class. He notes that the
subject was not well liked or well understood by his fellow bar exam takers.

Careers Legal

00:07:14

Passing the bar exam,
having first child with
Starr, and enjoying
working for Judge
Rossman

In September 1955, Joseph was working for Rossman and found out that he was in the
top five scores of the bar exam out of the approximately 95 that took it that year. He
notes the growth of membership in the Oregon State Bar from 1955 to the 1960s. His
focus after taking the bar was on wife Elizabeth Starr having their first child and working
for Rossman, who he describes as "the easiest person in the world to work for." He
describes Rossman's style of working with him and his enjoyment of sitting in Rossman's
office and listening to him talk about his experiences.

Bar exam

Rossman,
George

Keyword
Careers - Legal

Careers - Legal

00:11:00

Joseph's description of
Judge Rossman

Rossman had graduated from University of Chicago Law School and was admitted to the Rossman,
bar in 1910 and was at the time the longest sitting judge in the United States. Joseph
George
describes Rossman's career trajectory as a judge. He describes his kind personality and
the pleasure of working for him. He notes a single incident in which he saw Rossman
become angry over a friend's law firm not hiring his former clerk because he was Jewish.

00:14:09

Chief Justice's
discouraging of
activities that were
beneath the dignity of
the court

Joseph describes playing catch with an attractive female student from Willamette and
Rossman,
another law clerk during lunch break at the courthouse. The chief justice at the time felt George
that activity was beneath the dignity of the court and complained to Rossman. He
describes how Rossman spoke with him about it. Later, the chief justice had trees planted
where they had been playing catch to discourage them, though they continued to play.
The trees still stand today.

00:16:36

Alcohol consumption of Joseph notes that there were some "real characters" on the Oregon Supreme Court at
certain judges on the
the time, some of whom drank a lot. He describes the drinking of a judge who was
Oregon Supreme Court related by marriage to the leader of a large temperance group. Another judge loved
bourbon mixed with pure spring water, asking his clerk to fill jugs with spring water from
Breitenbush springs. He briefly discusses Judge Hall S. Lusk.

00:19:12

00:23:37

Careers Judicial

Oregon
Supreme
Court

Careers Judicial

Discussion of Judges
Brand and Rossman

Joseph discusses Judge James T. "Tom" Brand, who had been a judge at the Nuremberg Oregon
Trials and tended to bring up the war crimes trials up in conversation. Joseph did not like Supreme
him, noting Brand had a bad temper and would argue with his law clerk. He notes that
Court
George A. Van Hoomissen, himself, and Brand's former clerk are friends to this day. He
discusses Rossman's flaw as an appellate judge, which was insisting on lengthy opinions
that talked about all aspects of the case, rather than focusing on significant facts and
keeping it brief.

Rossman,
George

Rossman's imperfect
use of an opinion
drafted by Joseph

Joseph describes drafting a memorandum for Rossman on a notable case involving
insurance companies. Rossman used Joseph's memorandum as the opinion, adding a
prologue and an epilogue, which shocked him because he had cribbed a lot of it from a
law article, though that was never discovered. He describes how Rossman's conclusion
did not exactly address the issue as it was laid out.

Careers Judicial

Rossman,
George

Alcohol
consumption

00:28:12

Rossman's most
significant case, striking
down the law which
barred Japanese people
from owning property

Joseph describes visiting Rossman in his office when he was changing a few words in the Rossman,
opinion, telling Joseph he was doing so to make it sound more like his own writing. He
George
notes that Rossman's most significant case was in the early 1950s, declaring Oregon's
law forbidding Japanese people from owning property as unconstitutional. Rossman was
the first to write such an opinion. He struck down the law before the U.S. Supreme Court
struck down such laws nationally. Rossman displayed a letter in his office from U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Robert H. Jackson, who later wrote the Supreme Court's decision,
congratulating him for his work. Joseph describes Rossman's writing style and a particular
case regarding an older couple getting married whose children disapproved and tried to
force them to divorce [tape ends]

Careers Judicial

Discrimination
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Title
Judge Rossman's handling of a
domestic case and Joseph's
increased interest in becoming
an appellate judge

Synopsis
Keyword
Joseph continues discussing Judge George Rossman's artfully written opinion on a case Rossman,
involving a couple who married later in life and their children's forcing them to divorce.
George
He describes Rossman's conversation with one of the lawyers, warning him about the
opinion coming and encouraging him to speak with his clients and drop the case so that
the opinion would not embarrass them. The couple remarried. Joseph notes that his
exposure to appellate law underlined his interest in becoming an appellate judge. His
first child was born in November 1955 and his clerk job ended in June 1956. He decided
that becoming a law professor could be a path to becoming an appellate judge.

00:03:18

Unkindness of the dean at the Joseph notes that there were only three law schools in Oregon in the mid-1950s and
University of Oregon Law
discusses his thoughts about each. He describes a colleague's experience applying to
School
the University of Oregon Law School, noting it's dean, Orlando J. Hollis was very unkind.
His colleague was reduced to tears after his interview appointment with the dean, who
was dismissive of his experience going to night law school at Gonzaga.

00:07:59

Applying for a teaching job at
the University of Oregon

Keyword
Careers Judicial

University of
Oregon

Careers Legal

Despite Hollis's behavior, Joseph felt that the University of Oregon Law School was the
University of
only place he was likely to get a teaching job. He notes that he had a pleasant interview Oregon
with Hollis, probably because of his status as Rossman's clerk. Hollis told him their faculty
was full but took him on a tour of the law school and describes an exchange they had in
the library about law review subscriptions that ended the interview. Joseph discusses his
only other option was teaching business law at Oregon State College and interviewed
there. He explains why he did not want to teach business law.

Careers Legal

Keyword

00:10:32

Teaching job at Ohio Northern Joseph notes that he did not make a great effort toward finding a job as a lawyer
University
because he did not want to practice law, though he needed a job. He describes how he
secured a teaching job at Ohio Northern University in Ada, Ohio. He describes how he
and his family, including their cat, traveled to Ohio. He thought that his year working for
Rossman was the best job he could ever have. He describes his feeling of belonging in
Oregon.

Careers Legal

Pets

Rossman,
George

00:13:00

Experience working at Ohio
Northern University, part one

Joseph describes the small town of Ada, Ohio and the law school at Ohio Northern
Careers University. He notes that there were two first-rate law teachers there but it otherwise was Legal
not a highly regarded school. The new dean was charged with creating a good law
school but did not have funding. He describes two wealthy donors who were graduates
of the school and notes that Jean "J." Paul Getty had attended the school but left to get
into the oil business.

Law school Faculty

Fundraising

00:16:02

Experience working at Ohio
Northern University, part two

Joseph describes how Getty became a fundraising focus for Ohio Northern University.
Careers They decided to rename the main university building after his father without consulting
Legal
him. Getty thanked them and sent a relatively unimpressive check, noting it would be his
"one and only gift." He discusses how they had renamed the law school after President
Warren G. Harding, incorrectly expecting a donation of funds from his widow, and later
renamed it after Claude W. Pettit. Joseph comments positively about the dean, faculty,
and students at the law school, but the school's reputation, location, and facilities were
not as good.

Law school Faculty

Fundraising

00:19:06

Experience working at Ohio
Joseph was able to pick what he would teach, so selected property law and taxation, his Careers Northern University, part three favorite subjects. He discusses not wanting to stay in Ada though he liked many in his
Legal
community. Elizabeth Starr's father died soon after they moved there so she spent a lot of
time in Nashville. He describes Ada, Ohio's main claim to fame related to its railroad
track. He recounts the story of a high school teacher from Indiana robbing the local bank,
and the resulting investigation that led to finding that the president of the bank had
stolen 50 thousand dollars.

Law school - Crime
Specialization

00:22:25

Attending a summer program
at New York University and
new job in Pennsylvania

Joseph notes that Ada was remote and not very interesting, so they made plans to leave Careers as soon as possible. He learned about a graduate program for law teachers at New York Legal
University (NYU). He attended summer school there in 1957 and describes his family's
living conditions in New York City. He describes the focus of the program and his focus
of finding a different job that would take him out of Ohio. He found a position at
Dickinson School of Law in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. His and Starr's second child was born
during his second summer of graduate school at NYU and they moved to Carlisle that fall.

Law school Faculty

00:26:39

Reasons for leaving the job in
Pennsylvania and subsequent
job in Arkansas

Joseph describes Carlisle, Pennsylvania and the law school there. He spent three years Careers in Carlisle and liked the town, school, and faculty. He lists the courses he taught, noting Legal
that he enjoyed it and would have stayed longer but he did not get along with the dean.
He describes one of his well-regarded law professors at NYU who also taught in
Arkansas and wanted Joseph to teach there. He describes why he was reluctant to go to
Arkansas and being so busy with summer law school at NYU that he did not meet his
second daughter, who was born in Nashville, until she was six weeks old. He comments
on his challenging relationship with the dean at Carlisle and that his preference was to be
back in Oregon.

Law school Faculty
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Title
Joseph's difficult choice
about how and where to
make a living after working
in Pennsylvania

Synopsis
Joseph discusses being faced with a difficult choice about how and where to make a
living. He was offered a job at New York University (NYU) but did not want to live in New
York City nor did he want to commute. He describes watching people at Grand Central
Station during rush hour to help him decide about working at NYU. As discussed on the
previous tape side, a professor from NYU had offered him a job in Arkansas and though
Joseph was initially reluctant, he took the job. He and Elizabeth Starr had their third child
in Pennsylvania and had their fourth after moving to Arkansas. He describes his time in
Arkansas as "memorable but not notable."

Keyword
Careers Legal

Keyword
Law School Faculty

Keyword
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Title
Living in Fayetteville and
working at the University
of Arkansas, part one

Synopsis
Joseph describes what it was like to live in Fayetteville, Arkansas including the politics,
his students, and the people, who he felt were kept ignorant by their leaders. He
comments on the influence of Orval E. Faubus in the state and discusses the fact that
Senator J. William Fulbright was from Fayetteville and his mother's influence in the town.

Keyword
Political views

Keyword
Law school Faculty

Keyword

00:03:13

Living in Fayetteville and
working at the University
of Arkansas, part two

Joseph describes the University of Arkansas as "not good at all" and not very racially
integrated. He discusses the poll tax that was still permitted, though later deemed
unconstitutional. He notes that he did not form any lasting friendships there and began
looking for another place to work as soon as he arrived. Two of his law students later
became U.S. Senators: Dale Bumpers and David H. Pryor, who he describes as a good
student. As advisor for the law review, he had contact with most of the good students,
though he thought most of the students at the law school in general were not good.

Careers - Legal

Law school Faculty

Racial issues

00:06:31

Living in Fayetteville and
working at the University
of Arkansas, part three

Joseph describes becoming frustrated in class about things that needed changing in
Law school Arkansas, his perception of the students' passivity, and a student's response. The student Faculty
went on to be a federal district judge in Little Rock, Arkansas who handed down
significant civil liberties decisions. Joseph discusses the political interests of George A.
Van Hoomissen's, with whom he shared an office when they were law clerks in Salem, as
compared to his own. He notes that Van Hoomissen's mother was a formidable political
figure in Oregon. Joseph describes how he and Van Hoomissen helped each other get
back to Oregon from other states.

Van
Hoomissen,
George A.

00:10:38

Moving to Oregon from
Arkansas for a job in the
Multnomah County district
attorney's office

In the fall of 1962, Van Hoomissen was elected district attorney of Multnomah County.
Van Hoomissen,
Joseph had written him before he was elected, reminding him of his pledge to help him George A.
get back to Oregon. He visited Van Hoomissen after the election and was promised a
place on his staff after finishing his year in Arkansas. He notes that his fourth child was
born in Fayetteville, Arkansas. They moved to Oregon that spring, driving two cars with
two children in each car and one cat. He describes their trip and an incident when the cat
escaped the car in Boise after they stopped for the night at a motel.

Multnomah
County District
attorney's
office

Pets

00:16:32

Joseph's feelings about
Joseph describes driving to Portland through the Columbia Gorge and the very rainy
Multnomah
moving back to Portland in summer of 1963. He worked as a deputy district attorney and his family lived in a rented County - District
house in the Laurelhurst neighborhood. "It was heaven." He discusses how he felt about attorney's office
1963
his work in Portland and that he hadn't seen himself on a teaching career ladder. He kept
his eyes open for the opportunity to become a judge though he was not sure how he
would do that.

00:19:30

Declaring intention to
become a judge and first
case in his new job at the
county

Joseph describes publicizing himself and his desire to be a judge with the goal of making Careers - Judicial Careers - Legal Multnomah
people want him to be an appellate judge. He discusses working on cases that had to do
County - District
attorney's office
with the workings of the criminal justice system. His academic background naturally led
him to do appellate law and his first project at work was to argue a case before the
Oregon Supreme Court. He describes the case. He notes that he was in the civil side of
the district attorney's office so mostly worked on civil cases.

00:23:02

Description of work
environment at the county
and an unusual request by
the Supreme Court

Joseph describes his boss, Willis O. West, whose uncle had been Oswald West, the
Multnomah
governor of Oregon in 1910. West took himself seriously and Joseph's irreverent sense of County - District
humor kept them from becoming close. Joseph describes the workload at the district
attorney's office
attorney's office and a particular case that the district attorney's office had lost and
decided to petition the Supreme Court for reconsideration. The court agreed and oddly
asked that Joseph argue the case though he had not worked on it previously. He saw
this as a lucky break considering his ambitions to become a judge.

Careers Judicial

Oregon
Supreme Court

00:26:45

Experience of arguing a
case before the Oregon
Supreme Court

Joseph comments that the court had never before or since requested a specific lawyer to Multnomah
argue a case. He reargued the case and lost, though it was an "absolutely marvelous"
County - District
argument. The court gave each side an hour to argue the case, though normally each
attorney's office
side gets 30 minutes. Joseph describes becoming so impassioned in his argument that
he was not aware of where he was standing and had to move back to the lawyer's
platform after a comment from the chief justice. He describes how this experience
whetted his appetite to be an appellate judge.

00:29:33

Working on criminal
appeals cases at the
district attorney's office

Joseph worked in the district attorney's office for three years. He describes David
Multnomah
Robinson telling him that he needed a haircut on his first day and how angry it made him, County - District
particularly because Robinson was a fellow Reed College graduate. He spent most of his attorney's office
three years in the district attorney's office working on criminal appeals cases.

Careers Judicial
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Title
Doing appellate law, selfpromotion toward goal of
becoming a judge, and
involvement with the
Oregon bar

Synopsis
Joseph describes arguing most of the criminal appeals for Multnomah County and was
frequently asked to argue cases in other counties. He discusses the role of attorney
generals and why he worked on appeals from other counties. He built a reputation as
being the primary criminal appellate lawyer for the prosecution in Oregon. In his second
year at the district attorney's office, he began to put his name forward for consideration of
appointment to the Supreme Court. He won bar polls of lawyers when they were asked
who they wanted to be appointed, in part because he was well known and good at selfpublicity. He describes many his many activities with the bar, legal aid, and mental health
organizations. He notes his involvement in mental commitment hearings for the district
attorney's office.

Keyword
Keyword
Multnomah
Careers - Legal
County - District
attorney's office

Keyword

00:03:55

Volunteering and
engaging in selfpromotion at the annual
Oregon bar convention

Joseph describes organizing the tent show of amateur entertainment at the bar
convention each year. He made sure to have a solo role doing a six-minute commentary
on the law of the last year, focusing on Supreme Court cases that could be seen as silly.
He discusses reasons why he may not have been appointed to the Supreme Court. He
notes his successor, Jacob B. Tanzer, was appointed to the appellate court two years
before he was. He notes that there hadn't been many Democratic governors of Oregon
and comments on his years in the district attorney's office as Hatfield years, referring to
governor Mark O. Hatfield.

Tanzer, Jacob B. Oregon Supreme Professional
Court
associations

00:07:02

Trading insults with
Governor Tom McCall

Joseph discusses his belief that almost every Oregon governor has been fair about
McCall, Thomas Careers - Judicial Governors
appointing judges, regardless of party. He comments on two of Victor G. Atiyeh's
L.
appointments. He describes running into Thomas L. McCall on the street in Portland, with
whom he was acquainted, and asking him why he wouldn't appoint him to a judgeship.
They traded insults and parted. He notes his colleague's reaction to McCall's lack of
security.

00:11:01

Changes to the criminal
justice legal system
during Joseph's time at
the district attorney's
office

Careers - Legal
Joseph left the district attorney's office due to boredom. He discusses not remembering Multnomah
County - District
cases by name but can be reminded of them in other ways. He handled approximately
attorney's office
130 appeals between 1963 through summer of 1966 at the district attorney's office and
comments that they blend into one another and were not ultimately significant. He
discusses the changes to the criminal justice legal system during his time there, including
defendants having more rights, including the right to a publicly paid attorney, and more
services for criminal defendants.

Crime

00:14:28

Unethical conduct by
lawyers in the district
attorney's office

Joseph discusses different ways things operated in the district attorney's office when he
was there that would lead to disbarment in the present day. He shares an example of a
lawyer knowingly entering the same weapon as evidence in two different, unrelated
cases. He discusses his obligation in the situation, knowing it was wrong.

Careers - Legal
Multnomah
County - District
attorney's office

Ethics

00:19:04

Unfair and unethical
treatment of drug users
by police and attorneys

Ethics
Joseph discusses a narcotics police officer who would plant drugs on known drug users Multnomah
and arrest them using the planted drugs as evidence. Many convictions resulted and all County - District
attorney's office
of the deputy district attorneys knew about the planted drugs. He discusses different
ways of planting drugs on someone. Most drug suspects did not have attorneys and
there was a well-known attorney who would change his defense based on how much a
suspect could pay. He notes that many people went to jail who would have stayed out of
jail if they'd had legal representation.

00:22:37

Rotten apples in Van
Hoomissen's district
attorney office, part one

Van Hoomissen, Ethics
Joseph asserts that George A. Van Hoomissen's district attorney's office was very clean, Multnomah
County - District George A.
and prosecuted a large number of felonies, but there were some "rotten apples." He
believes that Van Hoomissen probably knew about the framing of drug users. He notes attorney's office
that in the present day, that behavior would not be tolerated in part due to more defense
attorneys who are aware of those tricks. He comments that he and others thought that
they were running a clean office with a couple of exceptions.

00:25:30

Rotten apples in Van
Hoomissen's district
attorney office, part two

Joseph notes that Van Hoomissen had some embarrassments in his career when his
Multnomah
Van Hoomissen, Ethics
deputies got caught doing things they shouldn't have. He discusses his sense of
County - District George A.
responsibility when he witnessed something dishonest and why he did not do anything
attorney's office
about it, using the specific example of the gun entered into evidence in two different
cases. He discusses the importance of physical evidence with jury. He describes his brief
experience as a criminal defense lawyer and tells a story about a case in which he looked
exactly like the defendant.

Drugs
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Title
Defendant's rights in
Oregon and George Van
Hoomissen's view of
them

Synopsis
Joseph describes how he knew George A. Van Hoomissen before working for him in the
district attorney's office. He discusses the impact of the U.S. Supreme Court decision
resulting in Miranda rights, which was not large because the Oregon Supreme Court had
already ruled in favor of defendant's rights in Oregon. He discusses Van Hoomissen's
view of new defendant's rights and the difference between his personal and professional
opinions and notes that he never made a decision to hire someone based on their
political or legal beliefs.

Keyword
Van
Hoomissen,
George A.

Keyword
Multnomah
County - District
attorney's office

00:04:45

Attempt to diversify
county law office

Joseph notes that Oregon had very few Black attorneys in the 1960s, with only one Black Van
member of the Oregon bar in 1963. Van Hoomissen hired a young Black lawyer, John
Hoomissen,
[Touran] the first in a public law office in the state. The district attorney of Washington
George A.
County notified Van Hoomissen that they were investigating [Touran], who quickly
resigned.

Multnomah
County - District
attorney's office

00:07:51

Civil cases at the district
attorney's office; police
corruption scandal part
one

Joseph notes that the Multnomah county district attorney's office was very active in the
Multnomah
Crime
1960s, unlike previous years. He explains that the civil department was busy because the County - District
county government was getting involved in new areas like land use planning and public attorney's office
health. He comments that there was a police corruption scandal in the 1950s that affected
all county operations, and the district attorney was removed from office for not
prosecuting gambling operations in a labor union.

00:10:22

Police corruption
scandal, part two

Joseph describes the gambling operations that Dorthea Anderson, wife of an officer in
Multnomah
Crime
County - District
the labor union and the secretary of the district attorney, William M. "Bill" Langley, who
had been removed from office. Anderson had invited Langley to a party where there was attorney's office
gambling. He describes Langley's failure to take action and notes that he was disbarred.
He comments that the district attorney before Van Hoomissen who had a reputation for
being on the take but saw no evidence of it. He discusses a case involving "balloon
bread" and how bad things were in that district attorney's office.

Keyword

Law
enforcement

Multnomah
County - District
attorney's office

00:14:41

George Van
Hoomissen's focus on
criminal prosecution

Joseph describes Van Hoomissen as a reform district attorney who reshaped the office
Van
with good people, added staff for the civil department, and was serious about criminal
Hoomissen,
prosecution. He describes the positive atmosphere at the office and that despite some of George A.
the bad behaviors he described previously [see tape 11, side 2], there was no real
corruption, with one exception. He describes a restaurant owner who was a fixer and
paid some people to stay quiet, but notes that in an office of that size, it was hard to get
rid of all corruption.

00:17:24

Impact of the war on
poverty and the criminal
law revolution on the
district attorney's office

Joseph comments that the district attorney's office was a good place to work particularly Multnomah
Kennedy, John F. Vietnam War
coming in with his academic background, and having never previously practiced law. He County - District
tells the story of hearing that president John F. Kennedy had been shot and the impact of attorney's office
Kennedy's death including president Lyndon B. Johnson's war on poverty on the district
attorney's office. He discusses the criminal law revolution in Oregon before the Miranda
law and everything happening with the Vietnam War in the background which almost
none of them liked.

00:21:27

High-quality staff at the
district attorney's office

Joseph comments that the quality of the staffing in the district attorney's office when he
was there was superb, with at least 22 state trial and appellate judges who had been
deputies in Van Hoomissen's office in the 1960s. He notes that lawyers in that office had
a strong sense of duty to the public. The Van Hoomissen days in the district attorney's
office were "fine times."

00:23:06

Representation of
people in mental health
commitment hearings

Joseph comments on the hopelessness of people who could not afford a lawyer and
Van
describes his experience representing people who were to be committed to mental
Hoomissen,
institutions by the state and his feelings about it. He became involved in the state bar's
George A.
committee on defending the indigent and notes that Van Hoomissen supported his work
on that issue. He explains why this issue was important to him. He later worked on a
statewide public defender system after leaving the district attorney's office.

Multnomah
Careers - Legal
County - District
attorney's office

Careers - Legal

Van
Hoomissen,
George A.
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Title
George Van
Hoomissen's political
views and campaigns

Synopsis
Keyword
Joseph was active as a Democrat in Multnomah County and discusses George A. Van
Van Hoomissen,
Hoomissen's political campaigns for public office. He notes that he and Van Hoomissen, George A.
also a Democrat, did not agree on many political issues. He describes Van Hoomissen's
political orientation and how few Republicans were on staff at the district attorney's office
though Van Hoomissen did not hire based on political views.

Keyword
Democrats

00:03:12

X-rated movies held
Joseph discusses Van Hoomissen's management style as district attorney. He describes
by the district attorney a safe in Van Hoomissen's office that held X-rated movies that had been seized; some
people in the office knew the code and would have movie watching sessions in the
office, unbeknownst to Van Hoomissen.

Van Hoomissen,
George A.

Multnomah
County - District
attorney's office

00:07:13

Prosecution of the
Aladdin Theater for
showing adult films

Joseph discusses the district attorney's office prosecution of the Aladdin Theater, an
adult movie theater, whose owner, Saul Maizels, was Joseph's neighbor. He tells a story
about an exchange involving his dog and Maizels. Joseph notes that he was considered
Van Hoomissen's expert on dirty movies and was sent out on "smut patrol," visiting
theaters showing adult films. He describes some of the movies showing at the Walnut
Park Theater.

Multnomah
County - District
attorney's office

Crime

00:11:57

Prosecution of the
Walnut Park Theater
and extradition of the
importer of adult films

Joseph describes the Walnut Park Theater's strategy of showing "nudie" movies as well Multnomah
as trailers from Denmark that were actually dirty movies by legal definition. This caused
County - District
prosecution of the theater, the films were seized, and the deputy district attorney working attorney's office
on the case extradited the importer of the films from New York to Oregon for a trial. He
describes Van Hoomissen's reaction to that decision and the cost to the state.

Crime

Keyword
Political views

Law
enforcement

00:14:36

Experiences working
with plainclothes
officer; undercover
drug operation, part
one

Joseph visited the movie theater with a plainclothes officer with whom he also did rideLaw enforcement Multnomah
Drugs
alongs. He describes having a beer at a saloon in southeast Portland with the officer and
County - District
the arrest of a prostitute there. He discusses concern about narcotics becoming a
attorney's office
concern in Portland and an undercover operation conducted using a bread truck full of
agents.

00:18:06

Undercover drug
operation, part two

A few years later, Joseph mentioned the undercover operation in the bread truck when
speaking to the Reed student body and the next day was threatened with arrest by the
U.S. attorney for blowing the operation's cover, which had been the most successful in
the history of Portland. He discusses the possibility of being prosecuted and what might
have happened if he had been.

00:21:53

Joseph's interests in
due process for the
mentally ill and legal
aid, part one

Joseph notes that the main issues that concerned him were defense of the indigent and Careers - Legal
the treatment of the mentally ill in the judicial system. He describes some of his impact in
those areas. He notes his participation on the legal aid committee in Multnomah County
and it's impact. He was active in the ACLU as well. He describes working on a statewide
committee that redrafted the commitment laws for the mentally ill to add some due
process into the system, and what a mentally ill person's legal experience was like before
due process.

Civil liberties

Civic
engagement

00:25:33

Joseph's interests in
due process for the
mentally ill and legal
aid, part two

Joseph notes that the judge, William "Bill" Dixon, that handled almost all involuntary
commitments in Oregon did not have a law to work with that helped him accord people
justice. Joseph worked with Dixon on redrafting the law. He notes that U.S. Supreme
Court decisions have complicated the law. He discusses a state representative from
Multnomah County who was very concerned for the poor and helped them with the
mental health issue in the legislature.

Civil liberties

Civic
engagement

00:27:31

Investigation of the
first African American
attorney in the district
attorney's office

Joseph discusses the case of John [Touran], the first African American attorney who was Multnomah
hired at the district attorney's office but resigned soon thereafter after Van Hoomissen
County - District
was told that [Touran] was being investigated. He was never charged and Joseph heard attorney's office
rumors that it was alleged sexual misconduct. [Touran] practiced law for awhile but was
not very successful; he notes that [Touran]'s daughter is presently a great trial attorney in
Portland.

Law enforcement Drugs

Careers - Legal

00:29:35

Difference between a Joseph describes how he differentiated between a "nudie" and a truly dirty movie. The
"nudie" and a "dirty
nude films featured nude women and hardly ever men; never male genitalia. The dirty
movie"
movies featured active sexual contact.

Multnomah
County - District
attorney's office

Crime
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Title
Synopsis
Joseph's thoughts Joseph comments on dirty movies and the laws about them. He discusses the films I am
about adult cinema Curious Yellow and Deep Throat and the prosecution of other theaters in Portland,
noting the prosecution of a film called The Moon is Blue about a man who had a baby.
He lists several things he does not understand, including the concept of a "dirty" movie.

Keyword
Crime

00:02:50

Drug-related crimes
and racism in the
criminal justice
system

00:07:23

Views on civil rights Speaking of a potential war in Afghanistan, Joseph comments on the need to focus on
Civil rights
and segregation in issues within the U.S. He shares his thoughts on compulsory sentencing laws. He notes
Portland
that he was not involved in civil rights cases at the district attorney's office though civil
rights laws were passed while he was there. He discusses being in law school and the
reaction to the U.S. Supreme Court's ruling in 1954 that segregation was unconstitutional.
He describes his observation of segregation in Portland, though it was not enforced by
law.

Joseph discusses increased drug use and changes in laws about marijuana. He
Drugs
discusses heroin, cocaine and the racism inherent in the more frequent prosecution of
Black drug users. He discusses the percentage of Black people in prison and his outrage
about it, noting that penalties for certain offenses are targeted to Black people; White
people doing similar crimes that are defined slightly differently do not suffer large
penalties.

Keyword
Law
enforcement

Keyword

Racial issues

Discrimination

Racial issues

Housing

00:10:34

Enforcing
desegregation of
Portland schools;
impact of the
Warren Court, part
one

Joseph discusses the efforts in the 1960s by the Portland School District to plan for and Civil rights
enforce desegregation in the schools. It was of interest to many in the district attorney's
office but since there were no segregation laws, it was not part of their job. He points out
that they were involved in civil liberties issues that were related to criminal justice, noting
the law was on the prosecution's side until Chief Justice Earl Warren's "revolution." He
discusses the U.S. Supreme Court decisions that changed the criminal justice system and
the "shock" of the Miranda rights law, noting it "incensed" George A. Van Hoomissen.

Civil liberties

Crime

00:13:49

Impact of the
Warren Court, part
two

Joseph describes the positive impact of the Miranda rights law. He discusses how the
Crime
Warren court's decisions did not have an adverse effect on criminal prosecutions as
some of its detractors had feared; pointing out the very large current prison population in
the U.S. He notes that the district attorney's office got more involved in civil liberties after
he left. He discusses an American Legion convention in Portland that was a "civil liberties
crisis." The Vietnam War was just becoming significant by the time he left the D.A.'s
office. Joseph describes life as having been fairly calm until the Vietnam War, which
"turned so many things ugly that remain ugly." He discusses the present-day district
attorney with whom he is friends but does not approve of in his current position.

Civil liberties

Vietnam War

00:17:40

00:18:40

Tape stops and starts, Joseph and Michael O'Rourke discuss which direction to go in the
interview
1970 anti-war
protest and
confrontation with
law enforcement in
Portland

Joseph discusses a 1970 anti-war protest in the Portland State University park blocks
Vietnam War - Law
leading to a confrontation with police. He notes that the federal government had
Protest
enforcement
provided funding for local law enforcement which resulted in some police departments
acquiring military equipment and he describes some of the ideas for spending the money
in Multnomah County. He notes that during the park blocks confrontation, some people in
law enforcement thought the revolution had come and that steps toward martial law
should be taken. He describes Governor Thomas L. McCall as the hero in the situation for
taking steps to reduce confrontation. Joseph notes that Desmond D. "Des" Connall may
have been district attorney at that time.

McCall,
Thomas L.

00:22:16

Working on the
commitment laws
for the mentally ill

Joseph discusses his work on the commitment laws for mentally ill people. He was active Civil rights
with a statewide mental health organization and became chair of its legislative committee
for two sessions of the Oregon legislature. He describes his work and notes that there
was not a lot of resistance to changing the laws. Their challenge was to create a law that
recognized the rights of mentally ill people and could be administered, which they
achieved in the 1970 legislative session.

Oregon
legislature 1970s

00:24:53

Intermediate Court
of Appeals
committee; division
of work between
the Supreme Court
and the Court of
Appeals

Joseph describes the chief justice requesting that he, Jacob B. Tanzer, Hans A. Linde,
Oregon Court Oregon
and Phillip A. Levin to form a committee to create an intermediate Court of Appeals for
of Appeals
Supreme
Court
Oregon in 1967. He discusses their work on that and their introduction of a bill, which was
foiled by his good friend, Supreme Court Justice Ralph M. Holman who had a different
vision for the court. He describes Holman's idea for the division of work between the
Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals. They created a new bill that eventually created
the Court of Appeals. He describes the uneven allocation of work due to giving the Court
of Appeals all of the criminal cases.

00:28:47

Overload of cases
at the newly
created Court of
Appeals

Joseph describes the Court of Appeals being overwhelmed when it was created because Oregon Court Schwab,
the Supreme Court turned over all of the existing criminal and administrative law appeals of Appeals
Herbert M.
to the Court of Appeals. He discusses "genius" chief judge Herbert M. Schwab's solving
of the issue of how the court would deal with its overload of cases. He notes that the
district attorney's office had become a busy appellate office by 1969, with thousands of
criminal appeals for the Court of Appeals to handle. He comments that no one predicted
that that would happen.

Multnomah
County District
attorney's
office
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Oregon
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2001 Sept. 20
Time Stamp
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Title
Workload at the Oregon
Court of Appeals

Synopsis
Joseph discusses how the Court of Appeals was created to reduce the workload of the
Supreme Court, describing how the Supreme Court was more effective in previous years
than in the present day and why some judges do more work than others. He shares his
thoughts about why a two-level appellate system is not needed in Oregon and ideas for
reshaping the statewide court system so that work could be done in a timely manner.

00:03:20

Pace of work by judges
on the Oregon Supreme
Court

Joseph discusses the Supreme Court's pace of work, including the drastically different
Oregon Supreme
work pace of some of the judges based on the number of opinions they write per year.
Court
He notes that W. Michael "Mick" Gillette and Susan M. Leeson write most of the opinions.
He comments that judges are well-paid and do not work in the public eye so there is no
pressure to produce a high volume of work. He notes that lawyers do not complain about
the pace because there could be retaliation.

Gillete, W.
Michael

Careers Judicial

00:06:06

Division of labor on the
Oregon Court of Appeals
and new judges on the
Supreme Court

Joseph discusses how he and Herbert M. Schwab endeavored to give everyone on the
Oregon Court of
Court of Appeals the same amount of work and describes their strategies to get people to Appeals
complete their work. He comments that all of the appellate judges wanted to do the work,
in contrast to the judges on the Supreme Court who were more interested in their status.
He notes that although they are called justices, technically there is only one chief justice
and the rest are judges. He discusses the newest members on the Supreme Court, who
moved there from the Court of Appeals. He discusses Leeson's work on the Supreme
Court and his thoughts on some Supreme Court opinions.

Schwab,
Herbert M.

Oregon
Supreme
Court

00:10:24

Acquaintance with Mark
Hatfield, Wayne Morse,
and Richard Neuberger

Joseph comments that he did not know Mark O. Hatfield at all, calling himself a "devotee" Hatfield, Mark O.
of Wayne M. Morse. He discusses Richard L. "Dick" Neuberger, with whom he had
originally been acquainted in the 1950s, and notes that Neuberger was envious of the fact
that he had gone to Reed College. He describes Neuberger's family background in the
restaurant business.

Morse,
Wayne M.

00:14:10

Portland vice scandal in
the 1950s

Joseph discusses living outside of Oregon from the fall of 1952 until the summer of 1963, Law enforcement
commenting that he had to learn about Oregon from the press during that time, including
scandals. He discusses a scandal from the 1950s involving James "Jim" Elkins, the mayor,
and the police chief. He discusses Tennessee's Senator Cary Estes Kefauver participation
in investigations in Portland.

News
media

00:16:59

Attorney General Robert
Thornton's response to
scandals and loss of 1968
election

Joseph discusses Oregon attorney general Robert Y. Thornton's indictments in response Thornton, Robert Y. Johnson,
to the scandals, obtaining only one conviction. He discusses Thornton's conflict with Lee
Lee
Johnson over the attorney general election in 1968, with Thornton refusing to leave the
office though Johnson won the election.

00:19:03

Estes Kefauver's
Joseph explains Kefauver's involvement in investigations in Portland, noting that senate
involvement in
investigations were "riding high" in the 1950s and that Kefauver was a committed crime
investigations in Portland fighter. He describes Kefauver's impact on the Oregon Democratic party and lasting
bitterness toward him in Oregon.

Democrats

Crime

Neuberger,
Richard L.

Law
Enforcement
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Title
Joseph's discussions of
David Robinson, Jr. and
George E. Juba

Synopsis
Joseph discusses David Robinson, Jr., deputy district attorney when he first started
working at the Multnomah County district attorney's office. Robinson Jr. was a fellow
Reed graduate whom Joseph did not like, though he admired Robinson's father.
Robinson Jr. left the district attorney's office within Joseph's first year and was replaced
by George E. Juba as chief criminal deputy. He describes his early connections to Juba
and Juba's career before and after the district attorney's office. He considers Juba a close
friend.

00:04:37

Successful effort to make
non-supporting fathers pay
child support

Joseph discusses Desmond D. Connell, who was made chief domestic relations deputy, Multnomah
and District Attorney George A. Van Hoomissen's determination to make non-supporting County - District
fathers paid child support. Their efforts were successful in contrast to the previous district attorney's office
attorney's work on the issue.

00:08:06

Work environment at the
district attorney's office and
effectiveness of child
support enforcement

Chief deputy Willis A. West greatly improved the staffing of the civil department of the
district attorney's office, including hiring Joseph. Joseph discusses the overall
improvements to staffing and the larger, more well-run organization that Van Hoomissen
built. He notes it was a fun place to work where people enjoyed what they were doing,
even when they were trying to get fathers to pay child support. Many non-supporting
fathers were sent to jail. Van Hoomissen received awards for his effective child support
enforcement.

00:10:48

Discussion of George
Juba's judicial career, and
Jacob Tanzer's path to the
district attorney's office

Joseph discusses Juba's role as district court judge. He was the first of many deputy
Careers - Judicial Multnomah
district attorneys from Van Hoomissen's office who went on to serve as judges. Joseph
County - Courts
describes Juba's career steps after serving on the district court, culminating in two 12-year
terms as a Federal Magistrate judge in Oregon. He discusses the "laughable" district and
municipal court operations in Multnomah County and one judge who was particularly sub
par. He describes Jacob B. "Jake" Tanzer's former role as an FBI prosecutor before
moving to Portland and joining the district attorney's office.

Multnomah
County - District
attorney's office

Keyword

Law enforcement Van Hoomissen,
George A.

00:14:05

Critical story about a district Joseph describes a situation in which the judge did not show up for one of Tanzer's
Careers - Judicial Multnomah
cases. The attorney with whom he was working, [Edward York] suggested they go ahead
court judge
County - Courts
and get started, so they picked the jury and tried the case by the time the judge showed
up. Joseph describes district court judge [Schumaker] in critical terms. He tells a story
about a hole in [Schumaker]'s bench and Juba's clerk getting her finger stuck in the hole.

00:17:50

Bad judges and "fixed"
cases

Joseph notes that there were other "inexcusably bad" judges and that it was widely
Careers - Judicial Multnomah
known that some municipal court judges were bribed by a fixer to not hear cases. He
County - Courts
describes which cases were prosecuted by city attorneys versus by the district attorney's
office. Drunk driving cases were prosecuted by city attorneys and those cases were most
often the "fixed" cases. Judges were bribed with groceries rather than money. They were
caught with surveillance cameras. A deputy district attorney was also caught being bribed
but wasn't fired.

00:21:29

Merging of district and
municipal courts

Joseph notes that the corruption in the courts was not cured until the district and
Multnomah
municipal courts were merged, with the good municipal court judges being retained and County - Courts
made into district court judges. He acknowledges there were honest municipal judges
and honorable city attorneys and that the district court improved as the older judges
gradually retired. He discusses his thoughts regarding why there should be only circuit
courts, not both district and circuit courts, and his efforts to eliminate district courts. The
legislature eventually merged the two types of courts, though some towns in Oregon still
have municipal courts.

00:25:24

Jacob Tanzer's appointment
to the Court of Appeals and
Don Clark, Sheriff of
Multnomah County

Joseph discusses Tanzer's career, including his involvement in Thomas L. McCall's
Multnomah
administration which led to his appointment to the Court of Appeals. He discusses Van
County - District
Hoomissen's excellent staffing of the district attorney's office. He describes Donald E.
attorney's office
"Don" Clark's becoming sheriff of Multnomah County in 1963, the same year Van
Hoomissen became district attorney. He comments that West disliked Clark and spoke of
him in derogatory terms. Joseph became Clark's legal advisor and they became close
friends and continue to be close.

Crime

Tanzer, Jacob B. Clark, Donald E.
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Title
Discussion of Sheriff
Don Clark

Synopsis
Joseph describes Donald E. "Don" Clark's personality and career path. He notes that
Clark is an ideas person and focused on finding the right people to do the work. He
contrasts Clark's with George A. Van Hoomissen's leadership style.

00:03:07

Working as Sheriff Don Joseph describes the ease of working with Clark as his legal advisor. He discusses the
Clark's legal advisor
work of the sheriff's office including traffic and zoning enforcement. Joseph worked on
zoning for Clark and discusses how and why chief deputy of the civil department in the
district attorney's office, Willis A. West, was not helpful in that area. He cites an example
on Lower Boones Ferry Road of a business that was not supposed to be there but Willis
declined to back him on it.

Clark, Donald E.

Law enforcement Multnomah
County - District
attorney's office

00:06:04

Joseph's friendship with
Don Clark and Clark's
intended clean up of
the sheriff's office

Joseph notes that Clark was determined to run a great sheriff's office. Both Clark and
Alabama sheriff James G. "Jim" Clark, who used dogs on demonstrators, were sheriffs at
the same time but with completely different styles. Joseph comments on his continued
close friendship with Clark, noting that they do not see each other a lot lately because
Clark is an avid traveler. Joseph explains that Clark had made Willis dislike him in part
because he campaigned on cleaning up the sheriff's office, which had not caught up to
the reality of being an urban police department.

Clark, Donald E.

Law enforcement Friendship

00:09:09

Changes to the sheriff's Joseph notes that there were many people who were afraid of Clark becoming sheriff,
office during Clark's
similar to the fear in the district attorney's office of Van Hoomissen becoming district
tenure and beyond
attorney. He describes Clark's sheriff's office as earning a reputation of being the best in
the U. S. He discusses how the functions of the sheriff's office have shifted since then to
the Portland Police. He mentions recording Clark's oral history and his opinions of some
of the changes, noting that he has had a stormy relationship with the city over the years.

Clark, Donald E.

Law enforcement

00:12:30

Clark's elected
Clark's run for county sheriff was his first election and his win surprised many. Joseph
positions in Multnomah describes him as a "lousy politician" but despite this he was reelected sheriff and later
County
elected as a Multnomah County Commissioner and eventually County Executive, retiring
as head of the Housing Authority of Portland. Clark was not part of the good old boys
network, which caused West and his friends to not like him.

Clark, Donald E.

00:15:39

Old guard politicians'
dislike of Don Clark

Joseph notes that the chairman of the board of county commissioners, Myron J. "Mike"
Clark, Donald E.
Gleason, did not like Clark. He describes Gleason as an old school politician who was
good friends with West. He lists other old timers for whom a sheriff Clark was anathema.
He comments that even without political differences, West would not have liked Clark and
made an effort to never speak with him or attend events where Clark would be present.
He notes that Charles S. "Sam" Evans occasionally stood in for Willis as county counsel in
those cases. He describes Evans as an easygoing civil lawyer for the county.

Law enforcement Multnomah
County Commissioners

00:18:54

Willis West's political
views; scandal
involving a candidate
for county
commissioner, part one

Joseph describes an incident of offending West and West threatening him with bodily
Democrats
harm in front of the Standard Plaza building in Portland. He describes West's political
views as a conservative, old-line Democrat and the way things ought to be done without
rocking the boat, which differed from Clark's views, who was also a Democrat. He
discusses the board of county commissioners becoming more important in the early
1960s. He describes a scandalous car accident in north Portland involving a nude woman
and a driver found hiding in the bushes who was a retired fireman running for the board
of county commissioners.

Multnomah
County Commissioners

00:23:07

Scandal involving a
As a result of the scandal, two unknown people won seats on the board of county
candidate for county
commissioners and became the majority of the board. Both were Republicans but
commissioner, part two changed to Democrats for re-election. Joseph explains how the scandal resulted in two
new people winning the seats. One was Mel Gordon, a successful businessman and the
other was David Eccles. West did not like either of them.

00:26:29

Joseph's thoughts on
county commissioners
Mel Gordon and David
Eccles

Democrats

Joseph shares West's comments about the two new county commissioners, especially his News media
distrust of Gordon. About a week later, he received a call from Gordon asking for an
answer on something. Against office policy, Joseph answered him verbally rather than
putting it in writing. Half of his answer to Gordon was published in the paper the next
morning, with the part Gordon didn't like omitted. Willis was angry and had been proven
right in his mistrust of Gordon. He contrasts Eccles' personality as more thoughtful and
not selfish and notes that he came to admire Gordon eventually.

Multnomah
County

Multnomah
County Commissioners

Multnomah
County Commissioners
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Title
Joseph's thoughts on
county commissioners
Mel Gordon and Mike
Gleason

Synopsis
Joseph describes an interaction with Multnomah County Commissioner Mel Gordon
that illustrates his lack of trust in him. He notes that they eventually repaired their
relationship and he came to admire Gordon. He describes Multnomah County
Commissioner Myron J. "Mike" Gleason and discusses why he admired him. He
discusses Gleason's feelings about, and working relationship with, Multnomah County
Commissioner and former Sheriff Donald E. "Don" Clark. He describes some of the
work of the Sheriff's office.

Keyword
Multnomah
County Commissioners

Keyword
Clark, Donald E.

00:03:04

Mel Gordon's fundraising
technique

Joseph describes some of Gordon's positive qualities including persistence and
Multnomah
political gutsiness. He shares a story of asking Gordon for advice about raising money County Commissioners
for Clark's election campaign, which Joseph was running. Gordon himself was
campaigning as well and had raised a lot of money. He took Joseph with him to a
luncheon with car dealers to show him how he asked them for money in a gutsy way.
He described Gordon's method to Clark, who said he would quit before raising
money like that.

Clark, Donald E.

00:07:04

Mel Gordon's contribution Joseph comments on Multnomah County Commissioner David C. "Dave" Eccles'
to the planning of the 205 political success. He discusses Gordon's persistence with his ideas, citing his impact
freeway and MAX light rail on the creation of Interstate 205 and the MAX light rail, which Gordon started
discussing in the 1960s. He describes the planning for light rail in the design of the
205 freeway and how Gordon's vision is being realized in the present day. He
discusses Gordon's idea of creating a Northwest Power Council.

Multnomah
County Commissioners

Transportation Mass transit

00:10:22

A sheriff detective's
Joseph discusses Clark's law enforcement priorities. He describes the detectives in
problematic handling of a the sheriff's office at the time as "pathetic." He tells a story about the treatment of a
crime scene
dead body found on Larch Mountain in suspicious circumstances; the sheriff's
detective who had been called in moved the body and removed a gun, destroying
the crime scene and calling it suicide when it was clearly not. Joseph asserts that
Clark's principal interest was law enforcement and he also had responsibility for
zoning, mental health, public health, and jails.

Clark, Donald E.

Law enforcement

Keyword
Law enforcement

00:15:31

Joseph's description of
Des Connall, chief criminal
deputy of Multnomah
County

Joseph discusses Desmond D. "Des" Connall, commenting positively about Connall's Multnomah
days as the chief criminal deputy of Multnomah County during a time when the district County - District
attorney's office
attorney's office was very active. He notes that Connall was a former military man,
serious, and a "total prude" for whom wrongdoing was anathema. He describes an
incident of an exhumation of a body as part of a criminal investigation. Connall
attended it and had touched the body and described what it was like to his
colleagues in the district attorney's office.

Crime

00:19:09

Des Connall's involvement Joseph describes Connall's graphic description of a murder investigation in which a Multnomah
in murder investigations
woman had murdered her husband, noting Connall's matter-of-fact demeanor.
County - District
Connell was also involved in investigating the Peyton-Allan murder case in the 1960s. attorney's office
He notes the case was Connell's passion for years, with shifting suspects and theories
over the years, culminating in multiple convictions.

Crime

00:23:19

Joseph's thoughts on Des
Connall's experience of
the Peyton-Allan murder
and their friendship

Friendship

00:26:20

Joseph's first prosecution Joseph comments that he did not have a lot of involvement with criminal cases until Crime
of a criminal case
he became the appellate counsel and that he never prosecuted a criminal case,
which he was teased about. Shortly before Joseph was to leave the district attorney's
office, Connell assigned him an "easy" criminal manslaughter case. He describes the
circumstances of the case including the manslaughter incident, selecting the jury, and
the judge who was known to be unfair to the district attorney's office.

Joseph notes that Phillip M. "Phil" Margolin wrote a novel based on the Peyton-Allan
murder and comments that if Connell had written a book about it, which he had
planned on doing, it would have been different. Joseph briefly discusses Charles H.
"Chuck" Turner and Lance Caldwell, without other context. Joseph and Connell had
close birthdays and celebrated them together until about three years ago. He
comments has not talked with Connell since then and would like to, finding him
interesting, enjoyable, and easy to tease.

Crime

Multnomah
County - District
attorney's office

Law enforcement
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Title
Loss of Joseph's first
criminal jury case due to
his misunderstanding of a
joke

Synopsis
Joseph describes jury selection in his first criminal case for the district attorney's
office, and the judge's reaction to one of his questions of a juror. He notes that the
trial took place during the Vietnam War. Joseph knew that the defendant was Absent
Without Leave (AWOL) but he had been told by a colleague at the district attorney's
office that he could not mention that in the trial. The defendant talked about his
military service while on the stand and he was acquitted. Joseph found out later that
being told not to mention AWOL status had been joke. Joseph notes that he had tried
non-jury criminal cases, but this was his only criminal case with a jury. Joseph
discusses how he felt about the experience.

00:05:15

American Indian
Movement (AIM) case and
leaving the district
attorney's office

Multnomah
Joseph briefly discusses the American Indian Movement (AIM) case involving Loud
County - District
Hawk, Dennis J. Banks, Leonard Peltier and prosecuting attorney Thomas "Tommy"
Hawk, noting that the U.S. attorney's office and the district attorney's offices were not attorney's office
involved with each other, which has changed in the present day due to narcotics
issues. Joseph left the district attorney's office in 1966, after working there for three
years, because he was ready for a change and wanted to increase his income. He
accepted a job offer from a small, private law firm in town.

00:08:46

Working at a small law
firm and discovering it
was not a good fit

Careers - Legal
Joseph had helped a colleague at the district attorney's office, Garr M. "Mike" King,
get a job at a local law firm. He describes King's career then and now. Joseph did not
fit in well at the small law firm where he had started working and discusses why that
was the case. He was only there for a few months before telling the senior partner,
Carlton [Rider], that he was leaving. He describes their conversation in which [Rider]
told him why he stayed there.

Keyword

00:12:48

Careers - Legal
Interviewing at a new law Joseph describes the law firm's work, which was primarily representing injured
railway employees, and quite lucrative. He got along with almost everyone at the law
firm and the partners'
firm but did not like one of the partners. Joseph contacted King to ask for help getting
concerns about rank
a job at the firm where he worked. He describes how King secured him an interview
with the law firm's partners and his sense that something felt wrong at the interview,
even though he knew they would offer him a job. Joseph addressed the tension in
the room, which turned out to be about ranking at the law firm. Joseph's disinterest in
ranking was a relief to the new law firm's partners. He describes their concerns about
it based on his extensive past experience at that point.
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Title
George Van
Hoomissen's frugality
and fundraising style

Synopsis
Keyword
Joseph discusses George A. Van Hoomissen's campaign financing when he ran for
Van Hoomissen,
secretary of state in 1968 and describes him as very frugal, not spending his own
George A.
money if other's money was available. He notes that being invited to Van
Hoomissen's house for dinner involved raising money, saying "if you were a friend of
George's, it was going to be expensive" and contrasts Van Hoomissen's fundraising
style with Mel Gordon's.

Keyword
Campaigns - 1968 Secretary of State

Keyword
Fundraising

00:03:32

George Van
Hoomissen's
campaign for secretary
of state against Clay
Myers

Joseph describes Van Hoomissen's ambition to become the governor, first running
Van Hoomissen,
for secretary of state against Henry C. "Clay" Myers Jr. as step toward the
George A.
governorship. He notes that he and Van Hoomissen had both been acquainted with
Myers for a long time though political circles and he was very likeable. Joseph was
working on Donald E. "Don" Clark's campaign for Multnomah County Commissioner
that year. He describes attending every debate between Van Hoomissen and Myers
and making Myers nervous through various strategies. He notes that Myers was short
and sometimes stood on a small, concealed platform or stood on his toes at debates.
Before one debate, he moved the cloth that concealed Myers' feet, revealing that he
was standing on his toes, without Myers knowing until the debate had started.

Campaigns - 1968 Secretary of State

Campaigns Strategy

00:06:56

Van Hoomissen's offer
to Joseph of a position
with the National
Association of District
Attorneys

Joseph comments that no one was surprised by Van Hoomissen's loss to Myers in the Van Hoomissen,
George A.
secretary of state race, noting it was not a good year for Democrats in Oregon. Van
Hoomissen was the district attorney in 1968 and later became president of the
National Association of District Attorneys. Van Hoomissen suggested Joseph for a
position with the organization at its headquarters in Chicago. He describes his
thoughts about the position, talking with his family about it, and why he declined it. He
notes the person that took the job later became the governor of Illinois. Joseph's
friendship with Van Hoomissen continues to the present day.

Campaigns - 1968 Secretary of State

00:10:48

Adoption of a home
rule charter in
Multnomah County

Joseph describes the changes to the board of county commissioners due to a
Multnomah
constitutional amendment allowing Oregon counties to adopt home rule charters. The County Commissioners
board of county commissioners appointed a charter commission and the charter
passed. He notes several people were unhappy about it, including Willis A. West,
nephew of former governor Oswald West. The charter made the county a much more
powerful entity. He discusses the concern that gambling interests had influenced
home rule. There were immediate efforts to repeal it.

Multnomah County Home rule charter

00:14:04

Repeal of the home
rule charter, part one

Joseph discusses his history of working in two different law firms, first a small one
Careers - Legal
that represented railway workers , then the larger one where Garr M. "Mike" King
worked. He discusses being asked to join an effort in support of home rule against
people who wanted to eliminate it, which he surmised were involved in gambling
operations. He declined to get involved and did not believe there was a serious
threat to home rule, though he was wrong about that and describes a concerted effort
to repeal the home rule charter, including some of the key people involved in that
effort.

Multnomah County Home rule charter

00:18:03

Repeal of the home
rule charter, part two

Joseph notes that Portland General Electric was part of the effort against home rule
Public power
because it allowed the county to create a public utility district. He discusses county
commissioner Myron J. "Mike" Gleason's position against home rule despite the fact
that it could enhance his power as a county commissioner. The petition drive to
repeal the home rule charter succeeded easily and the election to repeal it took place
before the charter had taken effect. Joseph was asked to be the lawyer for the
committee to preserve home rule in Multnomah County. He became the lead attorney
for the effort but did not know who was actually paying for his work.

Multnomah County - Multnomah
Home rule charter
County Commissioners

00:22:03

Repeal of the home
Joseph discusses Thomas R. Mahoney, a friend of Gleason's and other "old-line
Multnomah
rule charter, part three Democrats" in Multnomah County. Himself, Van Hoomissen, and Clark were not part County - Home
of this group. When Joseph asked who was paying his bill, the leader of the
rule charter
committee to preserve the home rule charter said he couldn't tell him. The charter
was repealed in the election and the committee sued to block the election from
becoming official. Soon thereafter a subpoena was delivered by Mahoney to a
lobbyist [on tape 18, side one noted as Kenneth E. Rinke] involved in gambling
interests. Joseph describes feeling increasingly nervous not knowing who his real
clients were in this situation - i.e. who was paying his fee - and was concerned he was
in an unethical position and that it could damage his career.

Mahoney, Thomas R.

00:25:42

Repeal of the home
rule charter, part four

Joseph describes feeling incredibly nervous in court when he arrived for a deposition Multnomah
County - Home
related to the subpoena. He noticed that the lobbyist's lawyer was Phillip A. "Phil"
rule charter
Levin and was relieved because he knew that Levin would not be involved in
anything that would embarrass someone. He describes what happened in court that
day, with Mahoney asking questions of the defendant that Levin objected to and the
judge ruling in Levin's favor each time. Mahoney's final question was whether the
defendant had money riding on the outcome of the case, and he acknowledged he
had bet $100 that Mahoney would lose. Joseph and Levin were relieved that it was
not a more serious answer. He describes why he trusted Levin, describing him as
"one of the great lawyers in Oregon's history."

Mahoney, Thomas R.
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Title
Joseph's admiration of
lawyer Phil Levin;
reinstatement of the
home rule charter

Keyword
Keyword
Joseph describes Phillip A "Phil" Levin as a "lawyer's lawyer" who knew a lot about the Multnomah County law, was a skilled appellate lawyer, and was genuinely nice. They were good friends. Home rule charter
He describes Levin's death during a fishing trip due to tuberculosis. Joseph and team
won their case and had the results of the election deciding against county home rule
thrown out. The Oregon Supreme Court decided that the vote had been illegally
obtained.

00:03:35

Joseph discovers his
client in the home rule
charter case; discussion
of county commissioners

Joseph still did not know who was paying for his services even after he won the home Multnomah County - Multnomah County rule case but eventually learned that Stan Terry, who was involved in gambling and
Home rule charter Commissioners
owned illegal slot machines, had been his client. He explains Terry's reasoning that
slot machines could become legal in Multnomah County under home rule, although
he points out that state law would probably prevail in gambling cases. He discusses
chairman of the board of Multnomah County Commissioners, Myron J. "Mike" Gleason,
sheriff Donald E. "Don" Clark, and County Commissioner Dan E. Mosee.

00:06:30

Discussion of Phillip J.
Roth and Don Clark's
victory over Dan E.
Mosee for a county
commissioner seat

Joseph discusses Phillip J. Roth, currently a retired circuit court judge, as a great
Political
politician who attended a lot of political meetings and chaired the Multnomah County participation
Republican Party. He notes that Mosee had a similar approach, attending a wide
variety of political gatherings and campaigning constantly. He discusses Clark's close
victory over Mosee for a seat on the board of county commissioners.

Keyword

Multnomah County - Clark, Donald E.
Commissioners

00:09:15

Joseph's and Don Clark's
involvement in Robert F.
Kennedy's presidential
campaign

Joseph notes that while he was not excited about Robert F. Kennedy as a candidate,
Clark was a "devotee." Joseph became involved in Kennedy's campaign and
describes his experience as the bodyguard for Kennedy's dog, Freckles the spaniel.
He describes a quip Kennedy made about Oregon' climate, declining an air
conditioned room because "the whole goddamned state is air conditioned." He
describes the Kennedy's spending of other people's money in their campaigns. Clark
ended up thousands of dollars in debt for campaign expenses and was not
reimbursed. Joseph wrote many letters to the Kennedys on Clark's behalf in an
attempt to recover some of the money, which he eventually did.

Kennedy, Robert F. Clark, Donald E.

Campaigns Presidential

00:12:43

Dislike of Lyndon B.
Johnson in the anti-war
movement in Oregon

Joseph notes that the 1968 Kennedy campaign was at the beginning of the anti-war
Kennedy, Robert F. Johnson, Lyndon B. Green, Edith
movement in Oregon, whose primary objective was getting rid of Lyndon B. Johnson.
Starrett
He describes Johnson making a speech at a breakfast event at the Portland Airport in
1964 and being caught with food in his mouth due to an unexpectedly brief
introduction by Wayne L. Morse. He recounts Johnson's reaction at a later event in
1968 when he found out that Edith Starrett Green would not be attending. Johnson
did not like her, and neither did Joseph. He shares his thoughts about Green as well
as the present-day mayor of Portland.

00:16:03

Practicing law at
During this era, Joseph was focused on making a living and pursuing his interest in
Morrison and Bailey, part politics when he was able. He practiced at a law firm, known as Morrison and Bailey,
one
from 1966 to 1971, which presented some challenges because his skills were difficult
to categorize and as a result, he often had nothing to do. He notes that he was paid
well and had fun but did very little work during that time. He had a few of his own
clients, mostly Reed College graduates, "Reedies" which were not the firm's ideal
clients. He describes the two senior partners at the firm.

Careers - Legal

Reed College

00:19:49

Practicing law at
Joseph notes that in addition to not having much legal work at the law firm, he was
Careers - Legal
Morrison and Bailey, part also not great at getting new business outside of Reedies. He describes his client
two
Alan Hayakawa, California senator Samuel I. Hayakawa's son and a Reed graduate,
and some of the relatively minor legal issues he handled for him. He notes that it was
amazing to him at the time that no one had questioned his lack of busyness at the
firm. He became dissatisfied and wanted to be more useful as a lawyer and do better
financially. He was very active in the bar association, involved in aid for the indigent
and the board of bar examiners. He remained focused on his primary interest of
becoming a judge.

Reed College

Professional
associations

00:22:53

Proposals to form the
Joseph and other lawyers put together a bill, considered by the 1967 legislature, to
Oregon Court of
Oregon Court of Appeals create a court of appeals in Oregon. However it did not meet with the approval of
Appeals
Supreme Court Justice Ralph M. Holman and he killed it. They resubmitted a new plan
in 1969, and he describes the changes Holman made to the bill regarding workload
and why they did not work well. The court of appeals was created in 1969 and Joseph
"desperately" wanted to be on that court. He describes what he did to be considered
for the court. He describes the attorney general race between Lee Johnson and
Robert Y. Thornton.

00:26:11

The power of the Oregon
attorney general and the
"vicious" race between
Bob Thornton and Lee
Johnson

Joseph explains the Oregon attorney general's nominal power when it came to
criminal law. Thornton had exercised that power when organized crime was
investigated in Multnomah County but it did not turn out well for him because it
resulted in only one conviction out of many indictments. He describes Johnson's
campaign against Thornton as "vicious" and discusses why Jacob B. Tanzer did not
like Johnson's law-and-order approach. After being elected, Johnson approached
Joseph about becoming chief appellate lawyer in a new appellate division in the
attorney general's office.

Careers - Judicial

Thornton, Robert Y. Crime

Johnson, Lee
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Title
Keyword
Declining Lee Johnson's Joseph describes his response to Lee Johnson's invitation to serve as chief appellate Johnson, Lee
offer to serve in the
lawyer in the new appellate division of the attorney general's office. He declined the
attorney general's office job and suggested Jacob B. Tanzer for the role, and changing the title to Solicitor
General to make it more appealing. Although Tanzer hated Johnson, he accepted
Johnson's offer right away.

Keyword
Keyword
Tanzer, Jacob B.

00:02:17

Johnson's premature
congratulations on
Joseph's appointment to
the Court of Appeals,
part one

Joseph notes that he did everything he could to get on the new appellate court that Oregon Court of
had just been created in 1969. He describes one of his clients at the time, a teacher's Appeals
retirement fund for a school district that was facing underfunding of pensions and
wanted the state to take over the responsibility for teachers' retirement. He spent a
lot of time in the legislature while working for the retirement fund and describes
running into Johnson who congratulated him on a new appointment. This surprised
him, because he knew he was not one of the governor's new appointments to the
Court of Appeals. He discusses John C. Worden declining an appointment to the
Court of Appeals.

Careers - Judicial Johnson, Lee

00:06:23

Lee Johnson's premature
congratulations on
Joseph's appointment to
the Court of Appeals,
part two

Joseph did not understand why Johnson congratulated him since he knew he would Oregon Court of
not be appointed. Later Johnson approached him, embarrassed, because he had
Appeals
been told that Joseph was going to be appointed that morning, but later in the day it
turned out that things had changed. Joseph was crushed but also realized he had
gotten close enough to an appointment that his name had come up. He later found
out what had happened from the governor's advisor, William T. "Travis" Cross.
Governor Thomas L. McCall had to change his list because he had not chosen
enough Republicans. McCall removed Joseph and added a judge from Bend, Oregon.
Joseph describes the challenge of locating the Republican that had been appointed
in his place because he was on a hunting vacation in the woods of Canada.

Careers - Judicial Political
appointments

00:10:40

Continued law practice
and involvement in the
Oregon bar and civic
organizations

Joseph continued in his law practice with the teacher's retirement fund as his primary Careers - Legal
client and some land use and real property transactions. He notes that he was not
very interested in these topics and found solace in his work for the Oregon bar. In
addition, he was an active member of the City Club of Portland for several years. He
quit when the club refused to admit women, rejecting the idea that men needed a
place to be alone without women. He was also active in the Community Child
Guidance Clinic, which provided mental health services for children and their families.
He describes the clinic's founder. Joseph notes that this was at the beginning of the
state's efforts to work on mental health issues at a community level. His uncle had
been the first psychiatrist employed by the state mental institution in Salem in the
1940s.

Healthcare
issues

Civic
engagement

00:14:40

Creating avenue for state
funding of the
Community Child
Guidance Clinic, part one

Joseph describes the complicated contract he developed while working at the county Multnomah
that allowed for the Community Child Guidance Clinic to be supported by state funds, County - District
attorney's office
in part passed through Multnomah County. However the contract was difficult for
others to interpret. Joseph joined the board because he was the only person that
understood the contract. The contract was important for keeping the clinic open and it
needed to be explained frequently to stakeholders.

Civic
engagement

Healthcare
issues

00:18:39

Creating avenue for state
funding of the
Community Child
Guidance Clinic, part two

After a few years, more funding started to become available for mental health and the Multnomah
clinic prospered. It is called the Morrison Center in the present day. He notes that the County - District
contract became a template for other counties and describes some of the language attorney's office
he used to explain it to a colleague. He clarifies that he originally created the contract
when he was working in the civil department of the district attorney's office,
representing Multnomah County. He describes the state system that did not work well
for all organizations and lists a few in the county that required special financing
arrangements through "assiduous manipulation of the law" - resulting in improved
mental health services in the county. He explains what happened when the subsidy
eventually ended, to the benefit of the county.

Civic
engagement

Healthcare
issues

Healthcare issues Oregon
legislature Committees

00:24:08

Involvement in a
legislative committee on
mental health and
creating a system of
representation for the
mentally ill

Joseph describes his involvement with the mental health association, a legislative
committee to add a due process foundation to the existing state laws. He notes that
there was originally no due process in the original commitment laws, which were
focused on getting people into institutions for the protection of themselves and
others. The committee added a requirement for hearings and the system currently
offers representation for the mentally ill. He describes the "back room" area before
the changes were made and the often elderly people there whose children could no
longer take care of them.

00:27:10

Challenges of people
subject to commitment
hearings

Joseph notes that some people subject to commitment hearings were dangerous or Healthcare issues
violent. He describes an incident where a man being picked up on a commitment
order fired a shotgun point blank at the agents who had come to pick him up. He
comments that 70% of their commitments knew that their families were at "the end of
their tethers" and wanted to get rid of them.

00:29:07

Joseph's roles in the
Reed College alumni
association and board of
trustees

Joseph was active in the Reed College alumni association, becoming president and
traveling a lot to alumni meetings around the country. He served on Reed's board of
trustees for nine years and comments that he wishes he was still there. He was not
happy at the law firm and did not see it as an ongoing occupation. He describes a
small law firm in the same building where he worked called Whipple, Bemis,
Breathouwer and Johansen.

Reed College

Civic
engagement

Civil rights

Careers - Legal
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Title
Resignation from
Morrison & Bailey and
moving on to a new firm
with Dick Bemis and Jim
Breathouwer

Keyword
The small law firm described on the previous tape side, Whipple, Bemis, Breathouwer Careers - Legal
and Johansen was not quite working out. Bemis and Breathouwer split off to create
their own office and Joseph joined them, noting that he was ready for a change. He
was bored and underused at his previous firm, Morrison & Bailey, and they had begun
criticizing him for being unproductive, though he did well by his clients and they
followed him to his new firm, including one of Morrison & Bailey's oldest clients, the
Teacher's Retirement Fund Association. He describes his resignation from Morrison &
Bailey.

00:03:20

Description of Bemis and Joseph remained friends with many people from Morrison & Bailey. Much to Joseph's Careers - Legal
Breathouwer's law
surprise, Morrison hired him as his personal attorney for some private matters. He
specialties
describes Richard C. "Dick" Bemis' specialty of representing landowners whose
property was being condemned by the highway department, which was lucrative.
James G. "Jim" Breathouwer was an insurance defense lawyer that loved trial work.
He describes Breathouwer's practice and the insurance companies he represented;
one was taken over by the mafia and the money for claims was drained out of it.
Breathouwer knew about funds put away by Oregon insurance companies in case
they fail. He made a claim against the company's fund so that his fees could be paid,
which was an early Court of Appeals case.

00:08:14

Description of
Breathouwer's expertise
as a trial lawyer and
persistence

Breathouwer was a prolific trial lawyer. In one year, he tried more cases on his own
Careers - Legal
than any law firm in Portland. He was an expert at defending rear-end collisions and
would be delighted when the jury agreed with him to not find his client liable. Joseph
describes Breathouwer's pursuit of business from a certain company for months. They
finally sent him a case to work on, to defend a claim of a head injury to a dog in a car
accident.

Keyword

Keyword

Crime

Oregon Court of
Appeals

00:11:09

Joseph's varied clients
and running into a
hungover Governor
McCall

Joseph describes his own practice as "very miscellaneous" and included the teacher's Careers - Legal
retirement fund, property developers, some "shady" people, and many clients who
were Seventh-day Adventists. He believes his large number of Seventh-day Adventist
clients was due to referrals within that community. He comments on hearing about the
circumstances around being removed from the original Court of Appeals list of
appointees from William T. "Travis" Cross, Governor Thomas L. McCall's press
secretary. He describes being at a Salem coffee shop with Cross when McCall came
in looking ill and admitted he was hung over. He comments that McCall was a drunk,
but very effective in office.

Alcohol
consumption

McCall, Thomas L.

00:14:19

Acquaintance with
Governor McCall and
thoughts on capital
punishment

Joseph had known McCall for several years, starting when he was a clerk for Judge
McCall, Thomas L. Capital
George Rossman in Salem and McCall was a radio personality. They were not close,
punishment
though he was close friends with McCall's sister, Jean McCall Babson, who was a
Reed College alumna. Joseph comments on the repeal of the death penalty, noting
that he has always voted against it at every opportunity. When he worked in the
district attorney's office, deputy district attorneys were not supposed to take positions
on the death penalty, though he knew almost everyone's position on it in that office
and that they were "repelled" by the idea. He comments on George A. Van
Hoomissen's position against it.

Multnomah County District attorney's
office

00:18:24

Visit to the state
penitentiary and death
row

Joseph discusses a visit with the district attorney's prosecutorial staff to the state
Multnomah County Capital
penitentiary. He had already visited before and had taught a reading class there when - District attorney's punishment
he was a law clerk. He describes a visit to death row, which included Van Hoomissen office
being threatened by an inmate he had unsuccessfully defended; a young man's brutal
murder of his girlfriend, and a visit to the yard where the young man was allowed for
one hour per day and ran the whole time, with guards running along with him. Due to
the repeal of the death penalty, he was not killed. He notes that despite horrible
crimes, he still does not believe in the death penalty.

Crime

00:21:11

Interest in Egyptology

Joseph comments on his lifelong interest in Egyptology.
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Title
Adoption of the home rule Joseph discusses recently having lunch with Donald E. Clark to ask him about some
charter in Multnomah
details covered previously in the interview about the first Multnomah County home
County
rule charter. He notes that Washington and Lane Counties had adopted home rule
before Multnomah. After two Republicans were elected to the board of county
commissioners, due to a scandal affecting the Democratic candidates, a charter
commission was created and produced a charter in 1966. He notes that the
commission's chair was Lloyd E. Anderson, city council member and former head of
the planning department.

Keyword
Clark, Donald E.

Keyword
Multnomah County
- Home rule
charter

00:03:12

"Strange and confusing"
county elections for
commissioners and sheriff
due to the home rule
charter

Joseph notes that under the charter, the sheriff would become an appointed, rather
than elected, office, and Clark's term as sheriff was expiring. At the same time, there
was a movement originating with east county residents to have an election to repeal
the charter. Therefore, the election of 1966 was "very strange and confusing" and
included both a repeal of the charter as well as elections under the charter for new
and returning commissioners, plus an election for sheriff in case the charter was
repealed. Clark filed twice: to be reelected sheriff as well as for the chairman of the
board of county commissioners. He won the sheriff's election with a large number of
votes, but Myron J. "Mike" Gleason beat him for the chairman spot. However the
repeal also passed, which presented additional challenges. Others had run for two
offices to protect themselves.

Multnomah
County - Home
rule charter

Campaigns - 1966 - Clark, Donald E.
Multnomah County

00:06:44

East Multnomah County
residents' opposition to
the home rule charter

Joseph explains why east county residents of Multnomah County opposed the
Multnomah
charter. He does not think the city had much involvement in creating the charter nor County - Home
in the repeal of it. Clark and others were not concerned about the repeal because
rule charter
they had been reelected. Gleason would be chairman of the board of county
commissioners in any event. It was at this point that Joseph was hired by a procharter group, as previously described, to litigate the repeal. They had the election
declared illegal by the Supreme Court of Oregon, thereby saving the charter. This
resulted in Clark being out of office, so he taught at Portland State University for a
couple of years. Joseph notes that Gleason was unlikely to appoint Clark to anything,
let alone sheriff.

Clark, Donald E.

Keyword
Multnomah
County Commissioners

Campaigns 1966 Multnomah
County

00:10:04

Don Clark's election to
county commissioner seat
in 1968 and Dan Mosee's
unsuccessful bit to
overturn the election

Joseph lists the people on the new board of county commissioners, including
Multnomah
newcomers Dan E. Mosee and Lawrence W. "Larry" Aylsworth, an east county activist. County In 1968, they both had to run for full terms and Clark ran for a seat as well, defeating Commissioners
Mosee. Mosee sued to overturn the election because Clark had used language and
imagery in his campaign to remind people that he had previously been in office.
Mosee lost his case. Joseph notes that a few years prior, a local politician, Alice
Corbett, was sued after a campaign in which she used the term "re-elect." Though
she wasn't currently in office at the time, she had been previously. She lost the case
and had to forfeit office.

00:14:34

Joseph's work on Clark's Joseph and the other attorney that worked on Clark's case against Mosee were
Clark, Donald E.
case against Dan Mosee entitled to be awarded attorney fees under the statute. At the end of the hearing, the
and lack of compensation judge ruled that the other attorney was entitled to receiving fees but that Joseph's
services were "not worth compensating." Joseph describes his feelings about that
decision and later discussion with the judge who had meant to say it wasn't
appropriate because he had been campaign chairman at the same time and was
partially responsible for the issue in the first place. Joseph shares an anecdote about
a question asked of the attorney who handled the case on appeal that he could not
answer.

00:17:07

Witness subpoenaed by
Tom Mahoney in charter
repeal case

Joseph notes the name of a witness that had been subpoenaed by Thomas R.
Mahoney in the charter repeal case was Kenneth E. "Ken" Rinke. He describes Rinke
as one of the top lobbyists in Oregon.

00:18:01

The whiteness of the
Democratic party in
Oregon and an effort to
change that

Joseph switched law firms during the charter repeal effort, moving to Morrison &
Racial issues
Bailey. He continued to be involved in politics with Clark, George A. Van Hoomissen,
and general Democratic party politics. He notes that up until then, both parties had
been very White. He and others recognized that that needed to change, so he
nominated William "Bill" McCoy to be the chairman of the Democratic Party in
Multnomah County. McCoy was elected. Joseph comments that it was a
breakthrough for politics in Oregon. He notes that Gladys McCoy, B. McCoy's wife,
later became chair of the board of county commissioners. He notes that G. McCoy
was the more politically talented of the couple while B. McCoy was liked by everyone.

Clark, Donald E.

Careers - Legal

Multnomah
County - Home
rule charter

McCoy, William

McCoy, Gladys
B.

00:21:54

Involvement in politics and
invitation from Betty
Roberts to chair
commission on the home
rule charter

Joseph notes that during those years, he was not particularly interested in his law
Careers - Legal
practice and did not want to run for office either, though he enjoyed being involved in
politics. After moving to Bemis, Breathouwer, & Joseph, he hoped that he could
become more visibly involved in politics. He recounts a call in 1971 from state senator
Betty C. Roberts inviting him to chair a charter commission to improve the home rule
charter. He notes that he had been political friends with Roberts and was happy to
take the position, both because he was interested and also found city-county
consolidation to be an important concept. He lists some of the other members of the
committee.

Political
participation

00:24:52

Joseph's colleagues and
political implications of
involvement on the home
rule charter commission

Joseph describes an incident on the charter commission involving the president of
Multnomah
Mt. Hood Community College, Earl L. Klapstein. Mt. Hood Community College had
County - Home
never had a levy defeated in an election but soon after the commission was formed, rule charter
their levy was defeated. Klapstein's participation on the commission was the main
factor in the defeat of the levy, because the college was located in east county where
resistance to the home rule charter originated. Klapstein resigned from the
commission soon thereafter. He describes Raymond W. "Bill" Deweese, a Republican
member of the commission, who wanted to be chair. He quit when Joseph won that
position. Joseph comments that he understood not wanting to play second fiddle, and
he may have done the same in that situation. He discusses why he was elected chair.

Interest groups

00:28:41

Donation of prime office
space by Earle Chiles to
the home rule charter
commission

The commission had a limited budged and a fixed time frame. They needed a staff
Multnomah
and a location. The top floor of the Georgia-Pacific building was the office of Earle A. County - Home
Chiles, Fred Meyer's stepson [note: Joseph says son-in-law]. Chiles called Joseph one rule charter
day, who also had an office in the building, to offer the commission a very large, open
space in his suite, a corner space with a view. Joseph comments that he had not
been back to that space until attending a recent reception there and was struck again
by the magnificent view.

Multnomah
County - Home
rule charter
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Title
Description of the home
rule charter
commission's office
space and city-county
consolidation

Keyword
Keyword
Joseph explains that the views from the home rule charter commission's office on the Multnomah County top floor of the Georgia-Pacific building were to the north and west, in the direction of Home rule charter
Washington County. He discusses his belief that they should have tried to consolidate
Multnomah County, the city of Portland, and most of Washington County and notes a
few people on the commission who could never support the charter if it meant citycounty consolidation, particularly if they were facing political risk. The commission
had a good staff, a great work space, and it was just an elevator ride for Joseph from
his own office.

Keyword

00:02:50

Joseph's mistakes on
the home rule charter
commission and
description of a difficult
community meeting, part
one

Joseph worked hard on the commission and admits that he made several mistakes.
One was not to invite the active involvement of Donald E. "Don" Clark and Neil E.
Goldschmidt, who were both in favor of city-county consolidation but were not
involved in the day-to-day work. He was aware that Goldschmidt thought they were
making mistakes and that he knew the consolidation would never be approved.
Joseph describes attending hundreds of hours of meetings and speaking all around
the county for the commission. He notes that most meetings were pleasant until he
spoke at a grange hall in east county. By the end of the meeting, Joseph felt scared
about safely getting to his car because the crowd had been whipped up so much by
the meeting's organizer.

Public speaking

00:06:03

Joseph's mistakes on
the home rule charter
commission and
description of a difficult
community meeting, part
two

Joseph discusses a woman who was interested in public schools who organized a
Multnomah County - Public speaking
public meeting in Northwest Portland who also whipped the crowd into a frenzy and Home rule charter
forced him and his colleague off the stage. He notes additional mistakes, one of
which was that city-county consolidation was aimed in the wrong direction; it should
have been aimed west instead of east. Another was that he did not worry enough
about the politics of getting the charter passed once approved by the commission. In
addition, he came up with an unfortunate name for the project: Portnomah. He
thought it was clever at first but it was interpreted as Portland eating Multnomah.

Multnomah County - Interest groups
Home rule charter

00:08:58

Challenges of
campaigning for citycounty consolidation

The Portland Chamber of Commerce came out against city-county consolidation.
Multnomah County - Public speaking
Their resolution stated that the problems of Cascade Locks and Portland are so
Home rule charter
different that the areas should not be under one municipal government. Joseph made
a speech to a large group in Portland the next day and said he agreed with that
statement, noting that Cascade Locks is in Hood River County, not Multnomah. He
describes rumors, mainly about increased taxes, spread by the Chamber of
Commerce. He notes that almost no one came out for consolidation except the two
newspapers. He discusses Goldschmidt's attitude toward it.

00:11:43

Frank Ivancie's negative
impact on the campaign
for city-county
consolidation

Joseph discusses Francis J. "Frank" Ivancie as "the real skunk" that came out of the
Multnomah County - Ivancie, Francis J. Portland City
woodwork against consolidation as the election neared. Joseph strongly disliked
Home rule charter
Council - 1970s
Ivancie and describes being asked if he would like to be involved in defeating Ivancie
in his 1970 city council campaign. He jumped at the chance to support Thomas J.
Walsh against Ivancie. He was immediately appointed treasurer of the Walsh
campaign and describes attending a meeting at Walsh's construction company, and
having never met Walsh, did not recognize him at the meeting.

00:15:03

Frank Ivancie's dishonest
campaign tactics against
Tom Walsh for Portland
City Council

Joseph notes that many people wanted anybody but Ivancie to win the election;
Ivancie, Francis J.
Walsh's main draw was being someone else. He found that he very much liked Walsh.
The campaign was hard-fought and characterized by Ivancie's underhanded activities.
Ivancie won, and opposed city-county consolidation because it would have left him
with less power. Joseph describes Ivancie's campaign publications that were
dishonest about Walsh's background, for example that he was a strike breaker. He
explains that Walsh's company was a non-union shop, which led to challenges in the
campaign. He describes the good working conditions and pay in Walsh's shop.

Walsh, Thomas

Campaigns Endorsements

Portland City
Council - 1970s

00:18:09

Defeat of city-county
consolidation

Ivancie later became mayor, defeating Constance "Connie" McCready. The day
Ivancie, Francis J.
before the city-county consolidation vote, a scurrilous pamphlet about it was
distributed. Joseph describes its look and content. There was no time to respond to it
because it came out too close to the vote; consolidation was defeated badly in the
election. He acknowledges that there were several things working against the
consolidation effort and that there have been efforts to revive consolidation over the
years since. He discusses why he ultimately decided that city-county consolidation
was not a good idea, so he did not regret that it failed, though the reasons for its
failure at the time were unfair.

00:22:08

Description of the home
rule charter
commission's office
space and it's status as
their largest donation

Joseph discusses why Earle A. Chiles may have allowed them to use his office on the Multnomah County - Campaigns top floor of the Georgia-Pacific building. They never saw him. Joseph got to know
Home rule charter Contributions
Chiles' son, Earle M. Chiles, who told him they had planned to expand their business
into that space eventually. He describes the space. The use of the office was the
largest piece of support they received. He notes that they did not need to be too
concerned about reporting political donations at the time and that someone else on
the team took care of fundraising for the election campaign.

00:24:48

Working with Neil
Goldschmidt in the legal
aid office and
Goldschmidt's election to
the city council

Goldschmidt, Neil
Joseph discusses Goldschmidt's successful elections in the early 1970s and his
involvement in legal aid in Multnomah County. He describes Goldschmidt and Charles E.
Merton, who were staff members in the legal aid office. Joseph was chair of the legal
aid committee and when one of the members left, Merton and Goldschmidt both
wanted the role; Joseph resigned rather than decide between them. He discusses
Goldschmidt asking him for advice about running for city council; Joseph told him not
to do it. Later Goldschmidt would tell people that Joseph had advised him not to run
and how wrong he had been. Joseph would respond with a joke about putting a
contract out on his opponent, who had died before the election.

Portland City
Council - 1970s

00:29:36

Goldschmidt's asking
Joseph for advice and
doing the opposite of
what he recommended

Joseph notes that Goldschmidt's first run for city council was during a time when
councilmembers remained in their positions for a long time unless they got caught
doing something illegal. Goldschmidt continued to ask his advice years later with the
tacit understanding that he would always do the opposite of what Joseph
recommended because he was often wrong. However one time, he was right.

Portland City
Council - 1970s

Goldschmidt, Neil
E.

Multnomah
County - Home
rule charter

Fundraising
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Title
Joseph's advice to Neil
Goldschmidt about running
for Governor

00:01:53

Continued efforts to be
appointed to a judgeship
and Jacob Tanzer's path to
the Court of Appeals

Joseph describes the city-county consolidation effort as the pinnacle of his
involvement in public affairs. He worked on other things after that, but it marked the
end of an active time. He continued to want to be a judge. He kept winning bar polls
when judgeships came up and kept not getting appointed. He discusses Jacob B.
Tanzer's career path, through accepting the role of solicitor general, becoming
Oregon's human services director, to being appointed to the Court of Appeals. He
discusses his theory that Tanzer making a deal with the governor to be offered the
next vacancy if he took the human services role, though Tanzer denied it.

Multnomah County Home rule charter

Political
participation

Careers - Judicial

00:05:28

Court of Appeals race
between Tanzer and Jason
Lee; Joseph's continued
disinterest in law practice

Tanzer had to run for election soon after being appointed to the court against Jason
D. Lee, who Joseph describes in derogatory terms. Lee won the election. Donald E.
Clark, in the meantime, was "moving up the political ladder" in Multnomah County,
becoming chairman of the board of county commissioners, taking office in 1975.
Joseph discusses himself as doing well financially at that time, liking his law partners
but bored by the law practice. He notes that he had many Seventh-day Adventist
clients, both individuals and organizations.

Lee, Jason D.

Clark, Donald E.

Careers - Legal

Joseph discusses telling Neil E. Goldschmidt that he should not run for governor,
commenting that he would "hate the job" because he would not have the power to
run the show himself and it would be frustrating. After becoming governor,
Goldschmidt turned out to hate the job. Joseph describes him quitting halfway
through his term though he stayed in office the full term.

00:09:10

Joseph's description of Don
Clark; unusual campaign
finances in Tom Walsh's City
Council campaign

Joseph describes Clark's positive attributes: selflessness and being a great policy
Clark, Donald E.
wonk. His drawback was not knowing what to do to reach a goal, though he was
good at hiring, and inspiring, people who could do that for him. Joseph notes that he
was not as involved in Clark's 1974 campaign as he was in Walsh's campaign in 1970,
when he was treasurer. He became ill, and during his long recovery from a surgery, a
campaign worker would come see him with checks and finance reports for him to
sign, but they would not show him the books for the campaign. He discusses Cliff
[Wallette] the campaign manager, who chose to go door-to-door in the last five days
rather than work on strategy.

Walsh, Thomas

00:13:21

Illegal campaign finance
reporting in Walsh's
campaign; Don Clark's
excellent staff part one

Joseph notes that he filed illegal campaign finance reports, even under the looser
Portland City Council - Clark, Donald E.
standards of the time. He describes people asking him to talk to Richard "Dick"
1970s
Feeney about issues that came up at campaign meetings but he did not know Feeney
and never spoke with him. He discusses former chair of the board of county
commissioners, Myron G. "Mike" Gleason's preference for cronyism and Clark's desire
to do things differently when he became chair. Joseph describes the excellent team
built by Clark, listing some of the members and their roles. Joseph was hired as
county counsel.

00:18:22

Don Clark's team excellent
staff, part two

Joseph comments "I doubt if any government, at any level, ever had as much raw
Clark, Donald E.
talent on day one as Don Clark put together." Feeney was one of the people hired by
Clark and Joseph describes meeting him. Feeney became the chief administrative
assistant for the board. Joseph describes the other commissioners as "not a sterling
group of people." However the staff was determined to make Multnomah County the
best local government in the U.S. and he believes they achieved it through hard work,
good will, luck, and the times were ripe. He refers to his recent lunch with Clark and
making a list together of the important things that happened during that time.

Multnomah
County Commissioners

Portland City
Council - 1970s

Multnomah
County - County
counsel

00:21:13

Effort to close Edgefield
Joseph compares Clark's effort to close Edgefield Manor, the county poor farm, upon Clark, Donald E.
Manor and transfer the
taking office to President William J. "Bill" Clinton's early efforts to allow gays in the
residents to other locations military and how it weighed down his subsequent work. Clark believed in
"mainstreaming" and was against institutionalization. Joseph describes the difficulty
they had after announcing the closure of Edgefield Manor due to the issue of transfer
trauma. As a result, they did not close Edgefield Manor but began to "strangle" it.
When it was eventually closed, every person survived the transfer to another location.
He notes how effective the idea of transfer trauma had been as propaganda. Joseph
describes being invited to meet with the head of legal aid services, Michael Marcus,
who had been their primary opponent against closing Edgefield Manor. He describes
a meeting in Marcus' office.

Healthcare
issues

Multnomah
County Commissioners

00:26:18

Don Clark's
accomplishments as chair of
the board of county
commissioners

Joseph notes other work accomplished when Clark was board chair, including a car Clark, Donald E.
rental tax at the airport, increasing the gas tax, billboard regulations, and modernizing
the county's financial system. They tracked the things the county was required to do
by state law versus things that gave them alternatives and things that were purely
optional and organized the county activities around these things. They introduced a
business income tax and drew up an alarm ordinance, which he describes, and which
remains in effect in the present day.

Multnomah
County Commissioners

Taxes

00:29:18

Don Clark's emphasis on
public health

Joseph describes Clark as a "nut" about public health. He hired Dr. Hugh Tilson to run Clark, Donald E.
the county health department, which Joseph notes had always been good but needed
modernizing. The Sheriff's office was reorganized.

Healthcare
issues

Law enforcement
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Title
Commissioner Don
Clark's sale of
Portland's bridges to
the State of Oregon

Keyword
Joseph describes the "reboot" of the sheriff's office and the people they brought in.
Clark, Donald E.
He discusses ownership of the bridges that cross the Willamette river, some of which
were owned by the county and some by the state. He notes examples of bridges
whose ownership did not make sense given the location of state highways. Clark
decided to sell the county bridges to the State of Oregon, and did so. This generated
money for the county and the city. Interstate 205 was created during this time. He
discusses the Marquam bridge, which has a stub for a freeway that was never built.

Keyword
Multnomah
County Commissioners

Keyword
Transportation Roads

00:03:33

Transportation planning
for Interstate 205 and
other county decisions
under Don Clark

Interstate 205 was built with a lane in the middle to allow for light rail. He discusses
former county commissioner Mel Gordon's influence on light rail planning. He
describes Clark's contrasting opinion on Gordon, that his only contribution to local
transportation planning was threatening to kill it unless he was put in charge of it.
Clark said that the middle lane down the highway for light rail came from the state
highway department and [Ken Jervis], not Gordon. The county also purchased the
Ford building during that time. He comments on a recent bomb threat there and the
structure of the building. Joseph explains why they decided to close Blue Lake Park
without actually having the authority to do so.

Transportation Mass transit

Clark, Donald E.

Multnomah
County Commissioners

00:07:27

Questionable use of
highway funds for
building justice center
in downtown Portland

Joseph discusses Clark's building of the justice center downtown. Due to the building Clark, Donald E.
of Interstate 205, the Rocky Butte jail had to be removed and the state would pay for
it. They decided to replace it with a downtown jail and court building. Highway
department money can only be used for highways, and it was legal to use it for the
Rocky Butte jail removal. But using it for building a jail downtown was not legal, which
Joseph warned them about. He notes that it has never been challenged and that the
state highway department was complicit in it as well. No one involved seemed to be
given pause by the funding issue.

Multnomah
County Commissioners

00:10:48

Multnomah
Riot at Rocky Butte jail Joseph tells the story of a riot at Rocky Butte jail and describes some of the bad
and the county's efforts treatment of prisoners by sheriffs in the riot. He knew the county would be sued. He County - County
describes talking with his deputy attorney, Gary J. Zimmer, about being given $5,000 counsel
to avoid lawsuits
by the county commissioners and the authority to buy claims at the jail. He charged
Zimmer with spending as much time as it took at the jail to collect signed releases
from everybody that had been injured. Joseph did not expect him to collect very
many but wanted to see what he could do. Zimmer bought 29 claims: all but one.
Joseph describes Zimmer's airtight work. The one claim that Zimmer did not buy later
sued, but his lawyer made a mistake and the case was dismissed. So the county had
bought off many thousands of dollars of liability for $5,000.

Law enforcement Careers - Legal

00:15:11

Settling suits against
Joseph describes a situation involving Ken Jervis, who wanted to eliminate the
the county for damage employees who raised and lowered the bridges. He had an automatic gate built that
from bridge gates
could do the work of the employees. However there was a design flaw in the gates
that resulted in the destruction of two cars, with very slight personal injuries. They
knew the people would sue, so Joseph hired his old law partner to handle the case
and the county settled the cases for several thousand dollars.

Multnomah
County - County
counsel

Careers - Legal

00:17:32

Joseph's enjoyment
working as county
counsel

Multnomah
County - County
counsel

Careers - Legal

Joseph notes how much fun he had practicing law during that time. He describes his
wonderful staff, save one frustrating person who never did anything. He kept
intending to fire that person but never did; the person had a sense of when he was
about to be fired and turned in excellent work at those points. He lists some of the
people that worked for him. He describes his secretary as obsequious and tells a
story about what happened after he asked her to be more assertive with him.
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Title
East county politicians
tinkering with the home
rule charter; desirability
of working with Don
Clark, part one

Keyword
Joseph comments on swearing in Donald E. Clark as county executive and the
Clark, Donald E.
timeframe of that change after Clark became chairman of the board of county
commissioners in 1975 under the home rule charter. He discusses in derisive terms
how politicians from east Multnomah County, including Robert V. "Vern" Cook, began
to "fool around" with the charter to make it unworkable. Joseph explains that it was
understood by himself and Clark that if he was not working as a judge, and Clark was
in a position to offer him an interesting job, Joseph would accept it. He notes that
many people had the same understanding and wanted to work with Clark.

Keyword
Multnomah
County Commissioners

Keyword
Multnomah
County - Home
rule charter

00:03:12

Desirability of working
with Don Clark, part two

Joseph describes Donald "Don" Rocks, a close associate of Clark who always found Clark, Donald E.
employment with him. Other people were interested in working with Clark because of
what they thought he could accomplish. He notes that Richard "Dick" Feeney, an
accomplished career bureaucrat, was in that group. Most of the people that took jobs
with Clark when he became board chair were his associates at Portland State
University. He describes the understandings he had with his law partners regarding
his career goals to become a judge and to work for Clark if he was elected county
chair. He discusses how the law practice worked in terms of how the business was
set up and his handling of appeals that came through his partners.

Multnomah
County Commissioners

Careers - Legal

00:07:06

Handling appeals in
private law practice;
becoming county counsel
for Don Clark, part one

Joseph was hired to do appeal work by other attorneys, one of which was Carlton R. Multnomah
Reiter, with whom he had practiced law in the 1960s. He continued to handle appeals County - County
for Reiter when he was county counsel, using his vacation time to do the work. He
counsel
comments on wanting to keep his hand in appellate law during this time. He left his
practice and started working as county counsel for Clark on January 1, 1975. He notes
that there had been no one designated county counsel when he was in the district
attorney's office and discusses the arrangements and understandings between the
district attorney's office and the board of county commissioners for providing legal
advice to the county commissioners during that time.

Careers - Legal

Multnomah
County - District
attorney's office

00:11:11

Becoming county counsel Joseph describes the relationship in the mid-1960s between deputy district attorney Multnomah
County - County
Willis West and county board chair Myron J. "Mike" Glisan as a political friendship
for Don Clark, part two
matter. He describes working with other areas of county government when he was in counsel
the district attorney's office as one of the lawyers for the county government unit. He
describes the commissioners' frustration that attorneys giving advice to certain parts
of the county government did not factor in its political effect on the commissioners
themselves. The board wanted its own lawyer but state law made that difficult.
Eventually the county commissioners hired a lawyer that would serve as county
counsel to advise them. Joseph describes the professional background of the first
county counsel that was hired, William L. "Bill" Richardson.

Multnomah
County Commissioners

Multnomah
County - District
attorney's office

00:16:10

Becoming county counsel Joseph comments that county counsel was "an impossible job" and that Richardson
Multnomah
for Don Clark, part three was, and is, a non-political person who later succeeded him as chief judge for the
County - County
Oregon Court of Appeals. Richardson quit the county counsel position after less than counsel
a year and was replaced by Charles S. "Sam" Evans. Under the home rule charter, an
office of county counsel was created that took over all of the county's legal affairs
from the district attorney. Joseph describes it as moving the district attorney's civil law
department "lock, stock, and barrel" into the county commissioners' office where it
was under justice services. He describes a conversation with Clark who offered him
Head of Justice Services and he said he preferred to be county counsel, independent
of the office of justice services and directly responsible to Clark. Clark agreed to give
him that role.

Multnomah
County - Home
rule charter

Multnomah
County - District
attorney's office

00:20:07

Becoming county counsel Joseph was the first truly independent county counsel, not under a department. Evans Multnomah
for Don Clark, part four
was already county counsel and stayed on as Joseph's senior deputy. Joseph
County - County
describes working with Evans at the district attorney's office and later the county.
counsel
Joseph describes his primary responsibility as being Clark's lawyer; he did not want
to be responsible to the other commissioners or the heads of other departments. He
discusses his job as very powerful given the legal issues facing the county
government. He discusses his handling of the riot at Rocky Butte jail as an example of
how things could be handled legally and politically at the county without concern for
bureaucratic structure. He describes the opportunity given to young lawyer Gary J.
Zimmer in that situation and how well he handled it. He notes the board of
commissioners' reaction to his solution.

Careers - Legal

Multnomah
County Commissioners

00:25:58

Description of retirement Joseph describes the retirement fund arrangements for county sheriffs as well as for Labor unions
certain deputy district attorneys, and why they were organized that way between
funds for county
state and county retirement systems. He comments that the county retirement was
employees
not very good. He begins to discuss which union administered the sheriff's retirement
fund.

Multnomah
County

Careers Retirement
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Title
Capital Consultants Joseph notes that the union and the county jointly handled the sheriff's retirement
case, part one
fund but in practice the union did so. He explains why he did not want responsibility
for the county's labor relations as county counsel. A lawyer was hired specifically to
handle labor relations for the county, but Joseph was responsible for the legal affairs
of the retirement fund. He describes receiving a call from attorney Stephen T. "Steve"
Janik about an issue with the fund. He agreed to meet with Janik at his office.

00:04:25

Capital Consultants Joseph describes Janik's appearance, noting he was dressed like a "Mississippi
Careers case, part two
riverboat gambler," and his office. Janik told him about an organization called Capital Retirement
Consultants and its founders, Jeffrey L. "Jeff" Grayson and Charles J. Swindells, who is
the present-day United States Ambassador to New Zealand. Janik explained that the
sheriff's union fund had been used to loan money to the carpenter's union and the
same money was also invested somewhere else. This "double dipping" was done with
the connivance from people in the union, led by Grayson, Swindells, and the lawyer
from the carpenter's union. Joseph reported the situation to county board chair
Donald E. "Don" Clark.

Labor unions

Crime

00:08:06

Capital Consultants Joseph recalls that $400,000 to $500,000 had disappeared from the sheriff's
Careers case, part three
retirement fund. Janik arranged to a meeting with Clark, Joseph, and the lawyer for
Retirement
Capital Consultants, Kenneth D. "Ken" Stephens, who did not have anything to do with
the fraud. He notes that he does not recall who Janik represented in this situation but
he had done an excellent investigation of it. Joseph comments on Janik's work ethic
and being a strong thinker. Joseph was appalled at what Janik shared with him and
knew he needed to get the money back and protect Clark from this becoming public.
They got every penny back in part due to the work of Janik and Stephens and
avoided litigation.

Labor unions

Crime

00:12:37

Capital Consultants Joseph recalls that they filed, or threatened to file, a lawsuit against Capital
Careers case, part four
Consultants, the carpenter's union, and several prominent individuals. He describes
Retirement
Stephens as an upstanding young lawyer and how he insisted to his clients that they
give the money back. Janik's possession of all of the information about the fraud was
an incentive for them to return the money as well. The county decided not to charge
damages and to forego the interest the money would have earned; they just wanted
the money back quickly and quietly. Capital Consultants continued to commit fraud
which came out in the news more recently. He comments that Swindells, though he
was named U.S. Ambassador to New Zealand, did not have clean hands from some of
Capital Consultants' activities in the old days.

Labor unions

Crime

00:16:00

Capital Consultants Joseph comments that the situation with Capital Consultants and the sheriff's
Careers case, part five
retirement fund never hit the papers in a politically sensitive way. One of the
Retirement
courthouse reporters at the time was the same person that broke the more recent
story about Capital Consultants, which included a brief mention of the retirement fund
fraud from 1975. The reporter called Joseph to ask him about it before the story came
out. Joseph recaps the issue about investing the sheriff's retirement funds twice. He
explains the arrangement between the county and the union and that no one in those
institutions was wrong; the misdeed was that Capital Consultants was dishonest about
the use of the money. He notes that the same people from other unions that were
involved in the fraud in the 1970s are showing up again in the present-day stories,
indicating they continued to repeat the behavior. He comments on Grayson's wealth.

Labor unions

Crime

00:20:00

Efforts to create a
public utility district
in Portland and
minor involvement
in WPPSS, aka
"Whoops"

Democrats

Joseph discusses the effort to create a public utility district (PUD) in Portland, which
Public power
had been voted on several times in Multnomah County. He describes the issue as
"scandalous" because Portland General Electric and Pacific Power & Light (PP&L)
exerted control over the Democratic central committee to stop the PUD. Joseph
comments that he was primarily involved on a personal level and believes that a PUD
would have been a good idea. He notes that Clark was not involved in the fight over
public utilities. He discusses his minor involvement the Washington Public Power
Supply System (WPPSS), aka "Whoops." Though it was not an Oregon project, some
Oregon lawyers were charged with malpractice. It did not come before him at the
Court of Appeals.

00:24:49

Jacob Tanzer's loss
of election to a full
term on the Court of
Appeals

Joseph discusses Jacob B. Tanzer, who had been defeated when he ran for a full
Tanzer, Jacob B.
term after being appointed to the Court of Appeals, and became the director of justice
services at the county. He ran again at the next opportunity and won. Joseph
describes Tanzer's first opponent, Jason D. Lee, in negative terms and Lee's
campaign strategy against Tanzer which implied that Tanzer had taken a bribe. He
recounts how Clark called Tanzer, who was in Israel on his honeymoon and asked him
to take the justice services job. Tanzer was not aware that he had lost the election
because he was out of the country. Joseph begins to tell a story involving the lawsuit
over the election to repeal the home rule charter and the lawsuit by Clark's opponent
Dan E. Mosee challenging his election.

Lee, Jason D.

Campaigns Strategy
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Title
Joseph's handling of
politically significant cases
as a lawyer; loss of Jacob
Tanzer's case against Jason
Lee

Keyword
Joseph discusses his involvement three politically significant issues as a lawyer. The Political
first was the successful effort to defeat the repeal the county's home rule charter. The participation
second was representing Donald E. Clark in the lawsuit brought by Don Mosee
disputing their election results. The third was representing Jacob B. Tanzer in the
appeal of his case against Jason D. Lee. Lee had campaigned deceptively when
running against Tanzer for the position of judge on the Court of Appeals. Tanzer lost
the case, which went to the Oregon Supreme Court. Joseph discusses one of the
lawyers he worked with on Tanzer's case, Clifford "Cliff" Carlson, neglecting to make
an important point in court and his later profane comment about it. He does not
believe they would have won the case anyway. Tanzer ran again for the Court of
Appeals in 1975 and was elected.

Keyword
Careers - Legal

Keyword
Tanzer, Jacob B.

00:05:25

Lee Johnson and Bob
Thornton's race for attorney
general

Joseph discusses the race for attorney general between Lee Johnson and incumbent Campaigns Robert Y. "Bob" Thornton. Thornton lost and felt that Johnson had conducted an
Negative
illegal campaign. He refused to move out of the attorney general's office. Lee
eventually prevailed in litigation and took office. Thornton then decided to run for a
judgeship on the Court of Appeals against a newly appointed incumbent, and won.

Johnson, Lee

Thornton, Robert Y.

00:07:33

Interpersonal challenges on Joseph describes the make-up of the Court of Appeals, including Thornton, Johnson, Oregon Court of
the Court of Appeals
Tanzer, and Lee, and their interpersonal challenges. When Joseph was appointed to Appeals
the court, Chief Justice Herbert M. "Herb" Schwab invited him to sit in on a
conference in which cases were decided. He had let Schwab know that he would
need to be late and comments on the importance of punctuality to Schwab. He
describes the new, unfinished Court of Appeals building in Salem where they were
meeting. There were no walls yet for the offices but the conference room had been
finished and he could hear shouting as he approached. He describes knocking on the
door and entering the conference room when Johnson was yelling at Thornton. He
comments that the scene in the room was "quite wonderful."

Schwab, Herbert M.
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Title
"Portnomah" and the home Joseph notes the correct dates for the home rule charter commission, which was
rule charter commission
created in 1972, and produced a proposed charter on November 1, 1973. He
comments about his proposed name for the project, "Portnomah," thinking it was
catchy, but other commission members rejected it. The approved name was PortlandMultnomah. He lists the names of some of the people on the commission who
resigned, including Raymond W. "Bill" Dewees, Earl L. Klapstein, Sylvia Davidson
[possibly Sylvia Nemer Davidson], and Richard "Dick" Bogle.

00:03:03

Vern Cook's East
Multnomah County focus
and impact on home rule
charter

Joseph discusses Robert Vernon "Vern" Cook, with whom he had attended Reed
Reed College
College at the same time. Cook was a "day dodger," meaning he commuted to Reed
rather than live on campus. They had been active in some political arenas together
but never close personally. He notes that Cook and fellow Reed College alumnus and
Oregon politician Glenn Otto's main interests were east Multnomah county and they
did not care about the rest of the state, which impacted the work of the charter
commission.

Cook, Robert V.

00:05:18

Joseph's thoughts on
Richard Feeney and
Multnomah County
government

Joseph comments on Richard Feeney, who had been well-known in political circles
Multnomah
but he did not meet until they worked together for Donald E. "Don" Clark. They remain County
friends and notes that though he disagrees with Feeney's present-day position on the
reelection of Republican senator Gordon H. Smith, he understands it given Feeney's
work for TriMet. Feeney worked for Edith Starrett Green, who Joseph never liked.
Joseph characterizes his own professional concerns as legal whereas Feeney's were
political and that he was an excellent political operator. Joseph discusses the
importance of the county government in the past compared to the present day where
Metro has taken over many of the city's and county's functions. He notes some of the
responsibilities of the city and the county.

Careers - Legal

Keyword

Political
awareness

00:09:18

Shrinking of county
sheriff's office and county
government in general

Joseph notes that the county sheriff's office is one-fifth the size it was when Clark ran Multnomah
it, in part due to a smaller population living in the county outside of city limits. Many
County
deputy sheriffs are now Portland city police. He explains that the county continues to
run the jails and collect taxes but used to have much broader functions. Clark made
the politics of the county important and he received a lot of publicity, which is no
longer the case about the county. He discusses his thoughts on the likelihood of citycounty consolidation in the present day. He discusses former chair of the Multnomah
County board of commissioners, Beverly Stein, and the effectiveness of her use of
that position in her run for governor.

Law enforcement

00:12:30

Multnomah County Fair

Joseph discusses Metro, the regional government for the Portland metro area and its Multnomah
taking over of the county. He notes that there is barely a Multnomah County Fair
County
anymore, though it used to be a large event and gave politicians publicity
opportunities. He comments on the large number of legal issues involved in running
the fair.

00:13:54

Portuguese bullfighting in
Multnomah County and
protest of animal rights
advocate, part one

Joseph discusses the Portuguese bullfighting tradition in which, unlike other
Careers - Legal
traditions, the bulls do not die and people are seldom hurt. He describes the
bullfighters as a group of "ill-advised young men" trying to wrestle a bull to the
ground. The bull's horns are padded, it wears a Velcro vest to catch darts, and is
never injured intentionally. He describes the bullfighting process and the objection of
Portland animal rights advocate Graziella V. Boucher to the practice. In his private
practice days, he was hired by an organization who wanted to put on Portuguese
bullfights in Multnomah County and ended up having a difficult time getting the event
approved due to Boucher. They reassured her the bulls would not be hurt and the
event was approved. Joseph notes that he enjoyed working on this case.

Leisure activities

00:17:46

Portuguese bullfighting in
Multnomah County and
protest of animal rights
advocate, part two

The event organizers purchased specially raised bullfighting bulls in Mexico, but
Careers - Legal
under U.S. regulations, they were not permitted to be taken anywhere but the
stockyards and had to be slaughtered immediately after the bullfights out of concern
for hoof and mouth disease. The bulls were transported to Portland but it was
discovered that they were not the same ones that were purchased; they were small
and not trained to fight and would run from the bullfighters. Joseph comments that it
was an "awful" show and not successful. He discusses additional work he did for the
organization that had hired him to handle the bullfighting show, involving filling part of
the coliseum with water for a boat show.

Leisure activities

00:22:33

Teaching at Lewis & Clark Joseph taught at Lewis & Clark Law School when he was working as county counsel. Multnomah
Law School, part one
He that he did not go on vacation very much and instead saved the time to do other County - County
work. He notes that he first taught for Lewis & Clark years before when it was
Counsel
Northwestern College of Law and describes the staffing of the college. There was a
push for accreditation of law schools around the country, though there were many
good schools that were not accredited.

Lewis & Clark
Law School

00:26:00

Teaching at Lewis & Clark Joseph and three of his colleagues on the faculty thought that Northwestern College Lewis & Clark Law Law School Law School, part two
of Law should return to its roots as the University of Oregon Law School when it was School
Faculty
in Portland. It became strictly a night school when the University of Oregon moved to
Eugene. Other colleagues strongly disagreed about reconnecting the college with the
University of Oregon because they disliked the dean. He was not asked to teach at
Northwestern again after expressing his opinion that they join the University of
Oregon. He discusses the choice to move the college to Lewis and Clark and notes
that it was able to preserve its offering of night classes and was quickly accredited.
He comments that many of the top trial lawyers in Portland had come out of
Northwestern College of Law.

Law School Faculty

University of
Oregon
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Moonlighting while
working as county
counsel

Keyword
Keyword
Joseph discusses teaching a summer school course called Remedies, at Lewis &
Lewis & Clark Law Law school Clark Law School while he was working as county counsel. He enjoyed teaching it
School
Faculty
because he had to learn a lot about remedies in order to do so. He ceased teaching
at Lewis and Clark when the dean refused to pay him one year because he turned his
grades in 24 hours late. He used his vacation time to moonlight writing briefs; the
county knew about it and did not object. The moonlighting gave him the opportunity
to work on a wider variety of things than he did for the county.

00:03:37

Allowing private
interests to run the
Multnomah County
Library, part one

Joseph describes running into the present-day county counsel who had been in the Multnomah
position for eight years and told Joseph that work with his name on it still came up
County - County
every day. He discusses longstanding issues with the Multnomah County Library,
counsel
which began many years ago, prior to his position at the district attorney's office in the
1960s, when the county allowed the running of the library to be turned over to private
interests. He describes Willis A. West's frustration and efforts to convince them to turn
it back over to the county. He discusses a different situation involving the Standard
Insurance Company building's sidewalks that angered Willis as well.

00:06:54

Allowing private
interests to run the
Multnomah County
Library, part two

Joseph notes that a major scandal arose out of the private management of the county Multnomah
library involving a member of the board who spent the library's money irresponsibly. County - District
He comments that the library board should have heeded West and returned control
attorney's office
of the library to the public, possibly causing a lawsuit but avoiding the scandal. In the
present day, the library is still run privately but the county has more control than
before due to the scandal.

Multnomah
County - District
attorney's office

Keyword
Multnomah
County - County
counsel

00:09:11

Joseph's interest in
being appointed to the
Court of Appeals or
Supreme Court

Joseph notes that he was passed over for other judgeships before he was appointed Van Hoomissen,
George A.
to the Court of Appeals. He describes George A. Van Hoomissen's effort, through
moving to Texas to become the dean of the National College of District Attorneys, to
secure a position on the federal Court of Appeals, which was not successful. He
describes Van Hoomissen's return to Oregon and appointment to the circuit court.
Joseph was not interested in a circuit court judgeship and was aiming for the
Supreme Court or Court of Appeals. The Court of Appeals was his first choice
because of chief judge Herbert M. Schwab.

Oregon Court of Careers - Judicial
Appeals

00:12:31

Joseph's feelings about
working on the Court of
Appeals and interest in
the chief judge job held
by Herbert M. Schwab

Joseph discusses losing interest in moving up in the Court of Appeals once he got
Oregon Court of
there because it was "too good a deal" as it stood. He describes being asked about
Appeals
his interest in a Supreme Court appointment after he was on the Court of Appeals for
awhile and he had no interest. He notes that if he had been offered that position
when he had only been on the Court of Appeals a shorter time, he would have likely
taken it. He describes watching Schwab at work and becoming hungry for the chief
judge job and his feeling that it was the most important judicial job in the state of
Oregon, with the biggest opportunity to "make a dent."

Careers - Judicial Schwab, Herbert
M.

00:15:10

Effort to change the way To become chief justice, you had to work up the ladder. Joseph thought that was a
Oregon Court of
the chief justice is
bad way to choose a chief justice and in 1979 he served on a commission on the
Appeals
selected in Oregon
judicial branch, looking at creating a new way to select the chief justice. His idea was
for the governor to appoint that role. The commission voted on and passed the new
rule, with only Berkeley "Bud" Lent objecting, who was next in line to be chief justice.
It passed the legislature as well. Organized labor very much favored Lent as chief
justice and had a referendum voted on, which strongly defeated the new proposal.
Joseph reflects on how he did not factor in the degree to which lawyers did not want
to offend a potential judge - Lent - out of fear of what the judge would do.

Careers - Judicial Lent, Berkeley

00:20:04

Joseph's relationship
with Bud Lent and
enjoyment in serving on
the judicial branch
commission

Oregon Court of
Joseph notes that their differing beliefs about selecting a chief judge caused a
Appeals
longstanding rift between himself and Lent, though later Lent, as chief justice,
reappointed Joseph to be chief judge of the Court of Appeals. Joseph comments that
Lent ended up not liking the job of chief justice, though he was good at it, and only
served in the role for two years. Joseph's objection had been to the system of
selecting the chief justice, not to Lent himself. He discusses his enjoyment in serving
on the commission on the judicial branch, describing the work they did and his
colleagues. He notes that most people on the commission served as volunteers but
members of the legislature were paid per diems and one legislator never did
anything but sign in to meetings so he could collect the per diem.

Careers - Judicial Lent, Berkeley

00:23:33

Serving as a trustee of
Reed College and
resigning due to ethical
considerations of
fundraising as a judge

Joseph discusses finding time to pursue other activities during his time on the Court Oregon Court of
of Appeals, including being a trustee of Reed College, though he could not remain in Appeals
that role because the function of a trustee is to raise money and judges could not
allow their names to be used fundraising purposes. He notes that Schwab and Arno
H. Denecke were on the board of Reed College at the time and how complicated it
was to draw the line on what was appropriate for fundraising in that context. Joseph
decided to resign rather than put his reputation at risk.

Reed College

00:26:45

Call from Governor
Straub about being
appointed to the Court of
Appeals

Joseph describes the day he was appointed to the Court of Appeals in 1977. He was Oregon Court of
in a meeting and "on pins and needles" because he knew that four new Court of
Appeals
Appeals judges were going to be named. Schwab had indicated that he would be
appointed but it wasn't formal. His secretary entered the meeting and told him he had
a call from Governor Robert W. Straub, who offered him the role. He discusses
Schwab's attitude toward Betty C. Roberts' appointment to the court as one of the
four new judges and Straub's response. Joseph notes that Roberts was planning to
run against Straub for governor and that was part of his reasoning for appointing her.

Careers - Judicial Roberts, Betty. C.

00:29:17

Taking the oath of office The new judges took their oaths of office on September 1, 1977. Joseph lists the other Oregon Court of
for the Court of Appeals two appointees in addition to himself and Roberts: W. Michael "Mick" Gillette and
Appeals
John H. Buttler. Jacob B. Tanzer and Lee Johnson were running for election to
judgeships.

Careers - Judicial
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Interesting composition of
the Court of Appeals at the
time of Joseph's
appointment

00:03:00

Herbert Schwab's opinion
of running against a sitting
judge; Schwab's treatment
of Bill Richardson, part one

Joseph notes that Herbert M. Schwab was the only judge on the Court of Appeals that Oregon Court of
had had any judicial experience before taking the job, and there was very little
Appeals
experience as trial lawyers among the judges as well. He describes William L. "Bill"
Richardson winning an election against William S. Fort, an original judge on the court.
Schwab considered running against a sitting judge to be anathema if the judge is not
corrupt, and it took years for him to forgive Richardson for running against Fort,
though he knew Fort was not a good judge.

Careers - Judicial Schwab, Herbert M.

00:06:09

Schwab's treatment of Bill
Richardson, part two;
dislike of Jason Lee; new
judicial offices

Schwab seldom spoke to Richardson voluntarily due to his anger toward him for
running against Fort. He felt similarly toward Lee for unseating Tanzer, but also
disliked Lee for many additional reasons, including lack of intelligence. Joseph
describes Lee in derisive terms. He describes the old offices of the judges and law
clerks. The legislature had approved the remodel of new offices for the Court of
Appeals in addition to the four new judges. Joseph describes the space that was to
be remodeled, which was the former highway department, and its state of readiness
when he started working there.

Careers - Judicial Schwab, Herbert M.

Joseph lists what the other three new judges named to the Court of Appeals were
doing professionally when they were appointed. He discusses not knowing John H.
Buttler well, and his reputation for overdoing things and working late. He discusses
the "interesting" composition of the Court of Appeals at the time, which included
nemeses Jacob B. Tanzer and Jason D. Lee, and Lee Johnson and Robert Y.
Thornton. In addition to the four new appointees, retirements caused more changes
at the court.

Oregon Court of
Appeals

00:10:23

Schwab's treatment of Bill
Richardson, part three;
Schwab's treatment of
Betty Roberts, part one

While Joseph got a new desk and couch, made at the state prison where all office
furniture was made, Richardson did not receive any furniture except hand-me-downs
from the basement. It was bad enough that he and Tanzer talked with Schwab about
his treatment of Richardson. He describes what they said to Schwab and Schwab's
grudging response, eventually resulting in better furniture for Richardson. he notes
that Schwab did not like having a woman on the court, though he did not have
anything personal against Roberts. He describes Robert's lack of legal experience
and Schwab's treatment of her, prompting Joseph and Tanzer to speak with him
about Roberts.

Oregon Court of
Appeals

Richardson,
William L.

00:13:43

Schwab's treatment of
Betty Roberts, part two

Joseph notes that all of the judges had to run in 1978 and that Roberts was certain to
be elected due to being one of the most popular political figures in Oregon. He
describes what he and Tanzer said to Schwab about his treatment of her. He
acknowledges that Roberts "took a lot of crap" from Schwab and that Schwab's
treatment of her was worse than his treatment of Richardson. He describes the
seating arrangement in conference in order of seniority, with Roberts last and often
her vote was ignored by Schwab.

Oregon Court of
Appeals

Roberts, Betty C. Careers - Sexism

00:17:16

Popularity of Betty Roberts Joseph notes that all of the judges were elected in the fall of 1978, all unopposed.
Oregon Court of
and her appointment to
Roberts had far more votes than any of the other judges. He describes Roberts'
Appeals
the Supreme Court
interest in a vacant Supreme Court seat soon thereafter and telling Governor Victor G.
"Vic" Atiyeh that she would run for the open seat, regardless of who was appointed.
He appointed her to the role. Joseph comments on political considerations bearing on
judicial appointments, noting a few examples. He describes a conversation with
Atiyeh later about that situation and Atiyeh's pragmatic view of it.

Roberts, Betty C. Political
appointments

00:20:24

Involvement of Herbert
Schwab and Ralph Holman
in Joseph's appointment to
the Court of Appeals

Careers - Judicial Political
appointments

Joseph did not know Governor Robert W. Straub well before being appointed to the Oregon Court of
Court of Appeals by him, though he had donated money and campaigned for him. He Appeals
comments that both Schwab and Ralph M. Holman would claim responsibility for
getting him appointed, both telling a similar story about encouraging him to "keep his
mouth shut." He disputes those claims and notes that Holman told him to shave his
beard to get appointed. Joseph did not have any political influence with Straub,
though he describes a time when Straub asked him for help with a judicial
appointment he did not want to make when he was county counsel.

Roberts, Betty C.

00:24:13

Joseph's bad advice to
Governor Straub about a
judicial appointment

Joseph told Straub to go ahead and appoint the person to be a judge, speaking about Oregon Court of
him in positive terms, though Straub had significant reservations. Straub took his
Appeals
advice and Joseph was wrong: the person turned out to be a bad choice. He
describes a later conversation Straub had with him about it. He notes that Neil M.
Goldschmidt was the only other governor who asked him for advice about an
appointment.

Straub, Robert W. Political
appointments
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Joseph's feelings about Herbert
Schwab and relationships with
others on the Court of Appeals

00:03:39

Jacob Tanzer and Jason Lee's
poor working relationship

Joseph notes that he did not enjoy being around Jason D. Lee and shares his feelings Oregon Court of
about the other judges. He was surprised that everybody worked well together. He
Appeals
discusses the exception to that of Jacob B. Tanzer and Lee, who sat next each other
in conference and according to the order of seniority, Lee always spoke first so it fell
to Tanzer to respond, who often criticized Lee's opinions because they were not
good. Lee would revise his opinions based on what Tanzer said. He describes an
incident when Tanzer got angry and yelled at Lee for doing that.

Lee, Jason D.

00:08:05

Workload and expanded
jurisdiction of the Court of
Appeals in 1978

Joseph comments that he does not remember specifics of cases, noting they had
Oregon Court of
more cases per year in the Oregon Court of Appeals than every appellate court in
Appeals
California put together. He describes the way they worked the large caseload initially,
with Schwab assigning cases each month. He discusses the expanded jurisdiction of
the Court of Appeals after the legislature added four judges in 1978. Before this, they
did not handle civil cases unless the state was involved.

Careers - Judicial

Joseph discusses his expectations of the Court of Appeals compared to his
experience of it, particularly the interpersonal relationships. He had known almost all
of the members of the court for a long time. He notes that Herbert M. Schwab was a
dominant personality and he did not mind that. He describes feeling jealous of kids
that had fathers when he was a child, because his father died when he was very
young. As a result, he was always drawn to older men who were very strong, and
Schwab fit that description. He wanted to be around him.

Tanzer, Jacob B.

00:12:14

Swift increase in caseload after
the Court of Appeals expanded to
ten judges; impact of the Warren
revolution

With ten judges on the court, people were more inclined to appeal than before
because they thought the increased number of judges meant a faster response. So
the workload increased far more than expected, with a 100% increase in the volume
of cases within the next two to three years. He discusses the impact of the Warren
revolution, which meant more criminal cases were appealed and that a statewide
public defender office had been created. Joseph was on the state public defender
committee that ran the office. He notes that Oregon was the only state that had a
statewide public defender who was responsible for all appeals if the appellant could
not afford a private lawyer.

Oregon Court of
Appeals

Careers - Judicial

00:15:20

Large jurisdiction of the Court of
Appeals; Joseph's love of working
there and appreciation of staff
members

Joseph discusses the original plan for the Court of Appeals and the workload for the Oregon Court of
judges comprised of criminal, domestic, and administrative law. The plan overlooked Appeals
that these would be areas of growth. When the Court of Appeals expanded to ten
judges, they had an "immense jurisdiction." Joseph notes that he loved the work from
day one. He shares that he and his wife recently took staff members he'd worked with
to lunch. He describes them in glowing terms. They told him they liked working at the
Court of Appeals because it was fun. He notes that distinctions between judges and
administrative workers did not matter very much in their office where they laughed
and told jokes.

Careers - Judicial

00:18:34

Management of the workload at
the Court of Appeals and
Schwab's creation of AWOPs Affirmed Without Opinion, part
one

Joseph recounts a story told by one of the judicial assistants who had started at the
Oregon Court of
Court of Appeals right when it was formed, working for Schwab. She joked with
Appeals
Schwab about getting a cup of coffee and he did not understand the humor. Joseph
did not experience any surprises about working on the Court of Appeals except that it
was always fun, even given the volume of work. He comments that this was due to
Schwab figuring out a way to make it not feel like drudgery. Schwab did not feel it
was useful for judges to write opinions for every case so he invented a practice called
"affirmed without opinion." Joseph invented the appreciated name for that: AWOP.

Schwab, Herbert M. Careers - Judicial

00:22:04

Management of the workload at
the Court of Appeals and
Schwab's creation of AWOPs Affirmed Without Opinion, part
two

Joseph notes that no other court in the U.S. was doing AWOPs overtly, though some Oregon Court of
were doing it covertly by writing one-line opinions. Schwab's thought was that if
Appeals
something was appealed that had no merit at all and contained no significant issues,
it need not be dignified with an opinion. By the time Joseph joined the court, it was a
fairly common practice that became more common as the court became busier. He
discusses the public defender's office's dislike of AWOPs and the judges' feelings
about the work of the public defenders: "You can't make good appeals out of a sow's
ear." Sometimes one hundred or more public defender cases would be assigned in a
morning and he describes how the judge would get through them.

00:25:42

Large amount of reading and
Joseph was surprised by the amount of reading and preliminary work required of
Oregon Court of
Appeals
preliminary work for judges on the judges on the Court of Appeals to get ready for hearings. He notes that Tanzer
Court of Appeals
advised him to read the respondent's brief first, in case it proved to not be necessary
to read the appellant's brief after that. Joseph could not bring himself to take that
shortcut and read everything. He discusses why he read everything and the amount
of public defender vs. other kinds of cases he handled, and read, in a month.

Careers - Judicial

00:28:31

De novo review cases and the
judges' dislike of them

Careers - Judicial

Joseph discusses a class of case due to a peculiarity in Oregon law that bothered
him: de novo review. He lists types of cases that were not decided by a jury which
then would receive de novo review of the facts. He explains a hypothetical example
from a divorce case and comments that none of the judges liked doing de novo
review cases and fought hard to get rid of it.

Oregon Court of
Appeals

Schwab, Herbert M. Careers - Judicial
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Title
Ted Kulongoski's successful
efforts to block the
abolishment of de novo
review as a legislator

Keyword
Joseph continues his discussion of de novo review from the previous tape side.
Oregon Court of
Theodore R. "Ted" Kulongoski, state insurance commissioner, made a bet with
Appeals
Joseph that he could get rid of de novo review in the legislature. Kulongoski had
been the primary defender of de novo review when he served in the legislature.
Joseph describes his anger when his earlier attempts to abolish de novo review
would be frustrated by Kulongoski when he was a state senator. He describes a
situation when he almost got a bill passed but Kulongoski appeared for the vote at
the last moment and created a tie. He explains Kulongoski's background as a labor
lawyer and labor's love of de novo review in worker's compensation cases. He points
out that first-rate labor lawyers made a lot of money from de novo review cases.

Keyword
Keyword
Careers - Judicial Oregon legislature Legislative process

00:04:02

Kulongoski's success in
abolishing de novo review at
the request of Governor
Goldschmidt

Governor Neil E. Goldschmidt assigned Kulongoski the responsibility of abolishing de
novo review. Joseph was not sure he would do it in good faith nor that he could do it
politically, but Kulongoski got a bill through the legislature abolishing it. He describes
his "great discovery" that staff people can become more important than the judges in
the sense that they have the flexibility to spend time on substance without having to
read briefs. He notes that de novo review was a tremendous burden to the judges.

Oregon Court of
Appeals

00:06:51

Betty Roberts' no-fault divorce He discusses Betty C. Roberts' success in getting no-fault divorce through the
Oregon Court of
law and Joseph's
legislature, which helped relieve some of the pressure of domestic cases, though it
Appeals
disagreement with it
caused more fighting over children. He critiques Roberts' idea that all custody
disputes should be joint decisions and describes his arguments with her about it and
their judicial solution to it. Joint custody as a presumption was eventually reversed in
the legislature. He shares some thoughts on the power of judges versus the
legislature.

Oregon
legislature Legislative
process

Roberts, Betty C. Domestic relations

00:11:00

Schwab's productivity; hiring
experienced lawyers as staff
attorneys on the Court of
Appeals

Every case was heard by five judges and decided by the whole Court of Appeals, with Oregon Court of
each judge expected to read every brief, though Herbert M. Schwab was the only
Appeals
person that actually did so. Joseph comments that he never observed Schwab doing
any labor at his desk but he was incredibly productive, taking a briefcase full of
reading home every night. He discusses Schwab's long-time clerk, Kendall Barnes,
and their discovery of how important the staff's work was to the court. They began to
hire experienced lawyers as staff attorneys on career positions with the Court of
Appeals.

Careers - Judicial Schwab, Herbert M.

00:14:12

Hiring of Martin Vidgoff as a
staff attorney on the Court of
Appeals, part one

Joseph describes Martin B. Vidgoff, with whom he worked at Multnomah County, as Oregon Court of
someone with a brilliant legal mind who was eccentric and looked like Woody Allen. Appeals
Joseph hired Vidgoff as his brain trust when he became county counsel. He
advocated for hiring Vidgoff at the Court of Appeals. He describes Vidgoff as good for
thinking about cases but not good in the courtroom.

Multnomah
County - County
counsel

00:17:59

Hiring of Martin Vidgoff as a
staff attorney on the Court of
Appeals, part two

Joseph describes sending Vidgoff to try a case when he was county counsel, noting
that Vidgoff had always wanted to try a case. The judge knocked on his door during
the noon recess and remonstrated Joseph for sending Vidgoff. Schwab interviewed
Vidgoff for a job at the Court of Appeals and commented to Joseph that he was
strange and ponderous to talk to but he had heard how brilliant he was. They hired
Vidgoff as the first staff attorney. Joseph describes Vidgoff's speaking style, which
was slow with an emphasis on perfection, noting his excellent memory.

Multnomah
County - County
counsel

00:21:09

Hiring additional lawyers as
staff attorneys at the Court of
Appeals

Joseph describes another lawyer, Howard Beebe, who was almost as good a legal
Oregon Court of
thinker as Vidgoff and better than him in the courtroom, both with excellent
Appeals
memories. He give an example of Beebe's memory for recalling specific cases.
Vidgoff became Joseph's own staff attorney, though the other judges did not have
one at first. He describes hiring another experienced lawyer, James J. Adams. Due to
funding, they started Adams out as a law clerk and promoted him to staff attorney the
next year. He was as good as Vidgoff and handled worker's compensation.

Oregon Court of
Appeals

Careers - Judicial

00:26:27

Innovative reorganization of
the Court of Appeals to allow
for more efficient handling of
cases

Joseph notes that the court was not handling the large caseload in the most efficient Oregon Court of
way and that Schwab was getting tired, listing all of the work he did. Schwab
Appeals
appointed a committee consisting of Tanzer, Gillette, and Joseph to create an
organizational plan. Their plan, effective in July 1979, split the court into three panels
of three judges each and determined that only particular cases would be reviewed by
the whole court. He describes their updated process of reviewing and referring cases
which was different than any court in the U.S. and avoided bogging them down.
Schwab became the administrator of the court and the ultimate decider of cases.
They published their new internal operating practices, the only court in the country to
do so.

Careers - Judicial
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Title
Publishing of the operating
practices of the Court of
Appeals and different styles
of chief judges, including
Joseph's

Keyword
Joseph notes that the Court of Appeals was the only court in the country to publish
Oregon Court of
their operating practices. They encouraged lawyers to read and comment on them.
Appeals
The court operates under those practices differently now, though the practices are
still in place. He shares his concerns about William L. Richardson's different idea
about how the court should operate when Richardson was chief judge. Joseph notes
that Herbert M. Schwab "rode herd" and that he did as well, though without Schwab's
strong personality. As chief judge, Joseph served as an editor who undertook to read
and edit every opinion. He describes the drafting and editing process.

Keyword
Keyword
Careers - Judicial

00:03:53

Joseph's love of editing as
chief judge and the high
volume of opinions
produced each year

People learned that there were some things that Joseph would not tolerate in an
Oregon Court of
opinion and they would insert them just to see if he would catch them, like "hopefully." Appeals
He loved doing the work and spent every other weekend editing at the kitchen table
as well as writing referral memorandums. It cut into family activities but his wife did not
complain. He notes that Schwab's power on the court was reduced with the new
operating practices but he was happy to have help. He comments on their
"incomparable" statistics, with some judges writing 100-120 opinions in a year.

Careers - Judicial

00:07:28

Confrontation with Hans
Joseph describes a confrontation with Hans A. Linde at a wedding, goaded by Jacob Oregon Court of
Linde; Bob Thornton's view B. Tanzer who was by then on the Supreme Court with Linde. Linde accused him of
Appeals
of criminal defendants
caring only about numbers and Joseph notes that it was important to care about
numbers on the Court of Appeals but also about quality, which he felt was high,
though there were a few judges who had a difficult time with the work. He notes that
Robert Y. Thornton believed criminal defendants were guilty and should be punished.
Sometimes he would go to great lengths, including distorting facts, to achieve that
end. Joseph figured this out about Thornton and learned to check the record for facts
if Thornton's facts statement looked at all odd.

Careers - Judicial Thornton, Robert
Y.

00:09:58

Use of transcripts to
research statements of fact;
Joseph's surprising
comments in his talk at the
University of Oregon Law
School

00:13:37

Joseph notes that the State of Oregon spends a lot of money each year paying for
Oregon Court of
trial transcripts, which are critical to an appeal. The transcript is read by judges only to Appeals
get a reasonable statement of facts for their opinions. Joseph learned that he could
not trust Thornton's statement of facts in criminal cases that involved bad men. Shortly
after joining the Court of Appeals, Joseph spoke to a large assembly of law students
at the University of Oregon Law School in Eugene. His reputation was as a liberal civil
liberties lawyer. He could not resist commenting to the audience about learning from
being on the Court of Appeals that there are some people who are so bad, they
should be locked up forever and the key thrown away. He describes the expressions
on the law students' faces. He was never invited back.

Public speaking

Thornton, Robert
Y.

Bob Thornton's distortion of Joseph did not have a belief one way or another about criminal defendants but he
Oregon Court of
facts to reach his desired
was exposed to records of many awful people through the Court of Appeals who had Appeals
conclusions
been through the court system repeatedly. He contrasts his thoughts about
incarcerating people with Thornton's. He describes Thornton's style of factual
distortion in more detail and his use of "bad law" to get the result he wanted.

Crime

Thornton, Robert
Y.

00:16:08

Lee Johnson's writing of
opinions regardless of facts;
Jason Lee's poor work;
Jonathan Newman's
election to the court

Joseph notes that Lee Johnson also knew the result he wanted, regardless of the
Oregon Court of
facts. Johnson always wrote his opinions for a result and it was obvious. Joseph
Appeals
encouraged him to rework his opinions and make his process less conspicuous. He
discusses Johnson's motivation as different from Thornton's. He comments that Jason
D. Lee was a problem for everybody because everything he did had to be redone
multiple times. He discusses Jonathan U. Newman, a civil libertarian who got onto the
court by election, describing him as having every good instinct in the world but
completely unfamiliar with the law.

Johnson, Lee

Lee, Jason D.

00:19:33

Limiting Newman's and Van
Hoomissen's drafts of
opinions; Joseph's
enjoyment of working on
the Court of Appeals

John H. Buttler had been Newman's law partner. Joseph became so frustrated with
Oregon Court of
Newman that he spoke with Buttler about him, asking how they were able to work
Appeals
together as law partners. Newman would create up to 40 drafts of one opinion.
Joseph limited him to three rewrites. Joseph had to limit George A. Van Hoomissen as
well. He comments that Newman was in tune with most of the judges though he found
it painful to write an opinion upholding a criminal conviction, with tears welling up
sometimes. Joseph notes that every day was fun. The work was interesting and he
enjoyed all of the staff members. He looked forward to seeing them and misses them
now that he is retired. It was a workplace where people were happy and liked feeling
productive in terms of quantity and quality.

Careers - Judicial

00:23:20

Joseph's style of opinion
writing and editing

Joseph describes returning to New York University in the summers as a teacher. The
students learned about opinion writing one day, with a different judge teaching the
class. They were given an opinion from his court when they entered the class which
Joseph began to edit dramatically. It was not something he found acceptable as an
opinion. He did not participate in the class discussion but asked the judge to look at
his editing after class. The next day the judge criticized his changes, saying he could
not give so little to lawyers in an opinion because they expected more. Joseph
disagreed strongly and the judge was appalled.

Oregon Court of
Appeals

00:27:21

Taking time to teach as a
judge; Jason Lee's personal
and legal issues; the sitting
judge principal

Joseph explains that the Court of Appeals hears cases all year except the month of
Oregon Court of
August. It does not close but does not hear cases. This gave him the opportunity to
Appeals
teach during that month. He notes that some judges commit to teaching a ten-week
term in the summer and being gone that whole time which he believes is a fraud on
the taxpayers. Joseph elaborates on Lee, who he said did not care what other people
thought about him. He had spent his life in deep trouble over various transgressions
and involved in lawsuits and family disputes. Joseph explains the "sitting judge
principal," which is Schwab's belief that no one should run against a sitting judge.

Careers - Judicial

Careers - Judicial Lee, Jason D.
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Title
Herbert Schwab's sitting
judge principle; Jason Lee's
sudden death

Keyword
Herbert M. Schwab would have made an exception to the "sitting judge principal"
Oregon Court of
(discussed on the previous tape side) for Jason D. Lee, who Joseph characterizes as Appeals
"an embarrassment" to Schwab and the court. Lee himself had also run against a
sitting judge in addition to his other defects. He notes that Lee was the subject of a lot
of unkind gossip and no one wanted to be around him. Lee died in 1980 while still on
the court. Joseph describes learning of Lee's death. He comments that Lee's sudden
death was strange because he was in the middle of litigation with his children over
property and that his wife at the time of his death was a strange person. He describes
attending Lee's funeral in Salem and his impression that his wife was not sad. She was
not seen or heard from again by anyone on the court.

Keyword
Lee, Jason D.

00:05:12

Changes on the Court of
Appeals after Jason Lee's
death

Joseph comments that Lee was not missed on the court and that Schwab was not
fond of his replacement, Edward H. "Ed" Warren. Lee's death occurred not long
before the filing date for the 1980 primary and Warren had already been planning to
run against Lee. This made Warren the only candidate for the seat. The governor
appointed Warren to fill out Lee's term and was then elected in November 1980.
Joseph notes additional changes on the court around that time: Jacob B. Tanzer was
appointed to the Supreme Court in 1980 and replaced on the Court of Appeals by
John C. Warden; J. R. Campbell also joined the Court of Appeals around that time.

Lee, Jason D.

00:08:40

George Van Hoomissen and
John Warden's campaign for
judgeship and disagreement
over seniority on the Court of
Appeals

George A. Van Hoomissen ran against Warden and defeated him for a seat on the
Oregon Court of
court; Worden was immediately appointed by Governor Victor G. Atiyeh to fill another Appeals
vacancy. Joseph notes that though there was no break between Warden's original
term, which predated Van Hoomissen's election, and his new term as an appointee,
Van Hoomissen wanted seniority. He explains why he and the other judges disagreed
and their issues with Van Hoomissen's having run against Warden. Schwab and
Joseph decided that Warden should maintain his seniority over Van Hoomissen. He
discusses Van Hoomissen's and Warden's individual resentments over the campaign
and seniority issues.

Oregon Court of
Appeals

Keyword
Schwab, Herbert M.

Van Hoomissen, Warden, John C.
George A.

00:12:27

Joseph's emotional
experience of his swearing in
ceremony for the Court of
Appeals

Joseph played a role in convincing Atiyeh to appoint Warden to a vacancy and allow Oregon Court of
him to be sworn in hours before Van Hoomissen. He shares a brief anecdote about
Appeals
Schwab. He discusses the unexpected emotional impact of the swearing in ceremony
to become an appellate judge, noting that he became so overcome that he did not
finish his remarks after being sworn in. He describes Thomas J. "Tom" Walsh being at
the ceremony and commenting on his being close to tears.

Careers - Judicial

00:16:02

Governor Atiyeh's concerns
about appointing John
Warden to the Court of
Appeals

Joseph explains that Atiyeh had wanted to appoint Warden but it was politically
Victor G. Atiyeh
challenging to appoint someone who had just been defeated in an election. A
vacancy happened to occur right after the election. He comments on Campbell's brief
time on the court and notes the "strange" rule in Oregon that if a candidate got more
than 50% of the vote in the primary, they are considered the winner. He describes
having a good relationship with Atiyeh, even though they were far apart politically,
and occasionally met for breakfast. Atiyeh was looking for reassurance that he would
not be criticized for appointing Warden, given Warden's recent loss to Van
Hoomissen, and Joseph called him to advocate for Warden. Joseph believes that
Atiyeh was not fond of Van Hoomissen for many reasons going back to their time in
the legislature. Schwab also reassured Atiyeh about appointing Warden.

Political
Appointments

00:20:34

Joseph's thoughts on John
Warden

Joseph discusses Warden's career as a "superb trial judge" though he had famous
Oregon Court of
feud with the other judge in Coos County. He describes Warden as kind, gentlemanly, Appeals
and very intelligent, noting that conversations with him were "always worthwhile."

Warden, John C.

Warden, John C.
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Title
Joseph's longstanding
intention to become chief
judge on the Court of
Appeals

00:03:24

Joseph's appreciation of
the workings of the Court
of Appeals and the
intellectuality of a few
Supreme Court judges

Joseph recognized early on that the Court of Appeals was where he could do his best Oregon Court of
work, be happy, and have a chance to become chief judge someday. He briefly
Appeals
discusses the selection process for chief justice and notes that he had two
opportunities to go on the Supreme Court but it did not interest him. He loved the
work of the Court of Appeals and how it had to be handled without too much
intellectualizing. He discusses the intellectuality of some of the Supreme Court
judges, in particular Hans A. Linde. He notes that Tanzer was an intellectual on the
Court of Appeals and that John H. Buttler was a deep thinker. Joseph notes that he
and Richardson had a strong sense of the purpose of appellate courts.

Careers - Judicial

00:06:26

Description of the
reorganization of
operations for the Court of
Appeals and the and
reasoning for it, part one

Joseph notes that Schwab carried the largest burden of the work of the court for a
Oregon Court of
long time, reading every brief and directly participating in every case, which became Appeals
unsustainable as the volume of work increased. He describes some aspects of the
reorganization of operations, including dividing the court into three independent
panels of three judges - one presiding judge and two associate judges - that
produced their own opinions. He describes how judges could cause a panel's opinion
to go to full court conference in contrast to when he first arrived at the Court of
Appeals when every case was reviewed by the whole court, a process he considered
wasteful of their time. The reorganization created a system that did not rely on
Schwab doing so much work.

Schwab, Herbert M. Careers - Judicial

Joseph discusses his work during his first few years on the Court of Appeals. He
notes that he always had the intention of becoming chief judge after Herbert M.
Schwab retired. This was widely understood, though not discussed. He had
preexisting friendships with Jacob B. Tanzer and William L. Richardson. He had a lot
of respect for W. Michael "Mick" Gillette due to his intelligence. He notes that the
other judges' ambitions were different than his own, wishing to become chief justice
on the Supreme Court of Oregon rather than chief judge on the Court of Appeals.

00:09:20

Description of the
reorganization of
operations for the Court of
Appeals and the and
reasoning for it, part two;
anecdote about John
Buttler

One of the consequences of expanding the Court of Appeals from six to ten judges
Oregon Court of
when Joseph arrived was the increase in the amount of work and types of cases they Appeals
handled. He describes the categories of cases handled by the Supreme Court versus
the Court of Appeals. He notes that the reorganization of the Court of Appeals was a
tremendous shift and it was fortunate that the judges were quite competent and could
handle the work. He shares an anecdote about John H. Buttler's wife being frustrated
that he was made a presiding judge of one of the panels, critiquing his administrative
skills. He acknowledges that she was correct and that Buttler was a good judge if not
administrator. He describes Buttler's style of handling cases and his stubbornness
when others disagreed.

Careers - Judicial

00:12:35

John Buttler's change to
Oregon case law
regarding contracts;
differences of opinion
among judges in search
and seizure cases

Joseph describes Buttler's interest in an area of contract law that involved paying
Oregon Court of
agreed-upon, liquidated damages in relationship to actual damages, and his eventual Appeals
change of the case law of Oregon to reflect his ideas. He notes conflicts among the
judges in certain areas of law, for example search and seizure cases. A majority of the
court was very pro-police and some held anti-police views in relation to search and
seizure. He describes visiting Schwab in his office before he was appointed to the
court. Schwab had books piled high everywhere and explained that he was going to
write the definitive case on search and seizure in the state of Oregon. Later, every
time they had a search and seizure case on the Court of Appeals, Joseph would
jokingly ask Schwab the name of his definitive case, because it was an impossible
task.

Careers - Judicial

00:17:21

Joseph's view of search
and seizure law as well as
the personal nature of
appellate law

Joseph's view of search and seizure law is that it is not settled by defining it; people's Oregon Court of
biases are written into the law through the process of deciding cases. He believes
Appeals
that someone could review Oregon's search and seizure law over the course of
decades and see changes in the law based on individuals' views. He acknowledges
that this is not what people want to admit, but appellate law is very personal. Each
judge has a point of view and feels it ought to prevail. Judges make law by the nature
of their work, participating in the outcome of litigation that would have long-range
effects on Oregon law.

Careers - Judicial

Schwab, Herbert M.

00:19:52

Whittling away at Betty
Roberts' joint custody
legislation through
opinions at the Court of
Appeals, part one

Joseph loved the process of deciding on law, even though he would at times be
Oregon Court of
incredibly frustrated after a conference and the judges would engage in serious
Appeals
battles over many issues. He discusses Betty C. Roberts, complimenting her skill as a
politician and legislator but critiquing her ability as a judge due to lack of experience.
He was frustrated by her legislation stating that divorcing parents should have joint
custody of their children and agree on everything together, because he felt that if
parents could do that, they did not need to be divorced. No one else on the Court of
Appeals supported the law. He and Tanzer "whittled and chiseled at it," until the
original law was not meaningful.

Roberts, Betty C.

Custody

00:22:11

Whittling away at Betty
Roberts' joint custody
legislation through
opinions at the Court of
Appeals, part two

Joseph describes how he would proceed in cases involving joint custody, making a
Oregon Court of
decision on the facts of that case, planning to move the line a little bit further with
Appeals
every case. At last, they decided that if the parties cannot agree, the judge has the
right to eliminate joint custody and to give full custody to one of the parents. The
legislature later followed suit. He felt the joint custody statute was unenforceable and
notes that Roberts eventually recognized that as well. He describes Roberts' ideas
about the legal concept of causes of action, which the Supreme Court agreed with.
He discusses the state's previous understanding of causes of action.

Custody

Roberts, Betty C.

00:26:04

Judges' specialties on the Joseph discusses the judges' feeling on the Court of Appeals that each person had a Oregon Court of
Court of Appeals
specialty. Both Tanzer and Gillette's specialty was administrative law. Joseph
Appeals
specialty was not a field of law but rather writing and he believes his main value on
the Court of Appeals was as an editor. He edited every case and the judges accepted
his editing. He loved editing and also writing, though his clerks did most of his writing.
He notes that one of the good things about splitting the judges into three panels was
the rotation of cases. He explains that Oregon had a statewide public defender who
was the lawyer for 90% of all criminal appeals. He begins to describe the number of
pro forma cases.

Careers - Judicial
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Title
Dealing with the "bucket" of
Joseph explains that one department had to take the list of pro forma cases every
pro forma cases on the Court month, all of which would be heard in as little as 30 minutes. They referred to these
of Appeals
cases as being in "the bucket," which the public defender's office did not like. He
shares that Jacob B. Tanzer recommended he read the respondent's brief first to
decide whether to read the appellant's brief. He acknowledges that this was a good
idea but he always read both. Out of one hundred cases in "the bucket," a handful
each month would be taken under advisement and the rest were affirmed without
opinion - AWOP.

00:03:00

Efficient system of dealing
with the workload accurately
and quickly at the Court of
Appeals

Joseph shares an anecdote illustrating the importance of getting things right at the
Oregon Court of
Court of Appeals and the challenges of getting everything written on time. They had Appeals
mechanisms to keep up with the docket and not let undecided cases pile up; to
process cases fairly and efficiently; and to avoid doing anything that did not have to
be done. He looked forward to inheriting this system from the chief judge. He
comments that the judges never lost sight of what they were doing and of how to do it
better. He notes that John H. Buttler did not like being a presiding judge and
resigned, so William L. Richardson replaced him. He lists other presiding judges.

00:06:48

Joseph's thoughts on the
Supreme Court and vision of
joining it with the Court of
Appeals to form one appellate
court

Joseph comments on the Supreme Court during the time he was at the Court of
Appeals, calling it an organization in decline with good people like Ralph M. Holman.
After much of its work was shifted to the Court of Appeals, Joseph believes the
Supreme Court lost its focus and started going downhill. He does not think there
should be two appellate courts in Oregon and describes his vision for the joining of
the Supreme Court and Court of Appeals into one court of 17 judges. He notes that
that would not be as prestigious as the Supreme Court, where judges are not
currently required to work hard or forced to do anything. He describes the presentday Supreme Court as "a scandal."

Careers - Judicial

Oregon Supreme Oregon Court of
Court
Appeals

00:09:44

Reduction in number of cases
handled by the Supreme
Court; Judge Tom Tongue's
critique of this and his
favoring of plaintiffs due to
family history

Joseph believes that the slowdown in the work of the Supreme Court began when the Oregon Supreme Oregon Court of Careers - Judicial
Court of Appeals jurisdiction expanded. He notes that Supreme Court judge Thomas Court
Appeals
"Tom" Tongue was critical of the court, writing articles in the Oregon bar bulletin
showing how little work was being done, which did not make him popular with
colleagues. He describes Tongue's prejudice against plaintiffs in fraud cases and his
father's having been accused of fraud. He gives an example of a fraud case he
brought for a client before Tongue on appeal and Tongue's response. Other plaintiffs
"always had Tom's ear." Joseph describes being in the coffee shop in the basement
of the court building with Tanzer, Richardson, and others. Tongue came in after
having been gone on vacation because the Supreme Court took the month of August
off. He describes a nasty remark that Tanzer made to Tongue.

00:15:40

Joseph's involvement in the
Council of Chief Judges of
Courts of Appeal in America;
innovative work of the Oregon
Court of Appeals

Joseph explains that the reorganization of the court operations was undertaken to
Oregon Court of
ease chief judge Herbert M. Schwab's workload. Schwab suggested that Joseph get Appeals
involved in the Council of Chief Judges of Courts of Appeal in America, noting that
they liked to talk about the same things Joseph liked to discuss such as how to do
their work better. He became active in the Council from the time he became chief
judge to the day he retired. He noticed that most courts had not given sufficient
attention to reorganizing themselves to get the work done more efficiently. They
could not believe that the Oregon Court of Appeals did not always write opinions and
decided cases from the bench.

Careers - Judicial

00:19:04

Raising awareness in other
courts of doing business
differently

Joseph does not feel that he was influential in getting other courts to do business like Oregon Court of
Oregon did, though he felt he had some indirect results in terms of judges' awareness Appeals
of how they were doing things such as length of opinions and the way briefings and
oral arguments were handled. Joseph describes himself, Gillette, and Richardson as
the core of the court before Schwab's retirement, though the court is constantly
changing.

Careers - Judicial

00:22:05

Tom Young's tenure on the
After Joseph became chief judge, Thomas F. "Tom" Young was appointed to the
Oregon Court of
Oregon Court of Appeals and Court of Appeals. He describes Young's personality and legal skills in glowing terms, Appeals
Joseph's thoughts on his work though it was also known that he had had a drinking problem in the past when he
served on the Oregon Liquor Control Commission. The judges were all happy with his
appointment. Joseph describes Young visiting him after being on the court for six
months and saying he wanted to quit because he was not good at the work. Joseph
begged him not to leave and asked him to give it a chance. Young decided to stay on
the court. He passed away after serving six years and had become a superb appellate
judge. Joseph describes his excellence as a judge.

Alcohol
consumption

00:26:44

Argument with Tom Young;
changes over time at the
Court of Appeals

Joseph describes getting into verbal "tussles" with Young once in awhile and tells a
Oregon Court of
story about a big argument they had in conference. Young came to his door while
Appeals
Joseph was still mad and gave him a piece of wallpaper with the words "fuck you"
written on it over and over in different scripts. Joseph discusses Lee Johnson, whose
heart was never in the work because he was a politician. He left the court and took a
job with Victor G. Atiyeh in exchange for an appointment to the Clackamas County
circuit court. He notes that though the court was always changing, the judges during
his career were fairly stable, with Tanzer and W. Michael "Mick" Gillette moving on to
the Supreme Court.

Careers - Judicial

00:29:41

Description of Mick Gillette
and a ballot measure

Joseph discusses Gillette, describing him as smart and arrogant. He comments on a
recent quote of Gillette in the paper in reference to a ballot measure. He discusses
ineffective arguments about a ballot measure.

Gillette, W.
Michael

Careers - Judicial
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Title
Joseph's description of
Mick Gillette

Keyword
Joseph describes W. Michael "Mick" Gillette's physical appearance and personality,
Gillette, W.
including his egocentricity and being a hard worker. Gillette, like Joseph, had worked Michael
for George A. Van Hoomissen when he was district attorney. William L. Richardson
and Gillette had both worked in the same law firm and then for Van Hoomissen. He
discusses Gillette's career path and three marriages. He was the youngest appellate
judge in Oregon.

Keyword
Keyword
Oregon Court of
Appeals

00:04:17

Parallel careers and
professional competition
with Jacob Tanzer

Joseph discusses the timing of different judges joining the Court of Appeals. He notes Oregon Court of
that Jacob B. Tanzer left the Court of Appeals for the Supreme Court and that they
Appeals
understood that neither of them wanted to serve under the other one. Their careers
had been quite parallel and they were professionally competitive. He comments that
the present day chief justice of the Supreme Court would be stepping down soon and
that Gillette was his likely successor.

Oregon Supreme
Court

00:07:20

Justices versus judges on
the Oregon Supreme
Court

In an aside, Joseph discusses one of his pet peeves which is calling judges on the
Oregon Supreme Court "justices." There are six judges and one chief justice. He
notes that a few years ago, they started calling themselves associate justices.

00:08:18

Joseph's history with Bill
Richardson; Richardson's
work style and wisdom as
a judge

Joseph discusses Richardson, a fellow Idaho native hailing from the Boise valley. He Richardson,
knew Richardson when they both worked in the district attorney's office and they had William L.
both attended the University of Chicago Law School. Joseph had not been impressed
with Richardson, but Tanzer encouraged him not to underestimate him, calling him
the wisest member of the Court of Appeals and saying "He just understands things."
Joseph soon realized that Tanzer was right. Richardson also worked differently,
writing in pencil on legal pads. He had law clerks but was never dependent on them;
they looked things up for him and then he worked out the rest himself, which was
different than how the other judges worked with their clerks. Joseph felt he was
wasting his time with his inefficient work style and not using his law clerks constantly.

Oregon Court of
Appeals

00:12:06

Richardson's work style
and wisdom as a judge,
part two; Joseph's
description of his first law
clerk at the Court of
Appeals

Richardson liked talking with his law clerks. Joseph comments that one of the great
Richardson,
things about being an appellate judge is getting to work with young lawyers.
William L.
Richardson was selective about his law clerks but they did not have a lot to do.
Joseph describes his own work style with his clerks and their high quality work. He
comments that his first clerk, Bruce G. Burning, was superb and could have been on
the Court of Appeals the day he first came to work as a law clerk. None of his
subsequent clerks were quite at Burning's level but they were held to very high
standards. He discusses how helpful it was to talk with Richardson about problematic
cases, even if he did not know anything about the case, he would say something that
would help. He was also enjoyable to be around.

Oregon Court of
Appeals

00:15:11

Richardson as a nonreader and his resentment
toward Joseph for
becoming chief judge
before him

Richardson purported never to have read a book from cover to cover in his life,
Richardson,
except books dealing with his hobby, Alfa Romeo automobiles. Joseph describes
William L.
Richardson's serious blood condition that caused him to spend a lot of time in the
hospital. Tanzer and Joseph bet him that he could not read three full books while
there. Richardson met the challenge of reading three books in the hospital, the only
three books he had completed since childhood. However as a non-reader, he knew
many things. Joseph notes that Richardson wanted to be chief judge and resented
him for becoming chief judge before him, showing this by undoing some of Joseph's
work when he succeeded him. Richardson had been on the court longer than Joseph
and was the ranking judge when the chief judge position opened up.

Oregon Court of
Appeals

00:18:40

Changes to the chief judge
selection process for the
Court of Appeals and
Joseph's reappointments

Joseph was active the Commission on the Judicial Branch which proposed reforms
Oregon Court of
on the judicial system in Oregon. They had proposed that the chief judge of the Court Appeals
of Appeals not be selected by the members of the court, as Joseph was, but by the
chief justice of the Oregon Supreme Court, for a term of two years, subject to
reappointment. Joseph agreed with this, though two of the three chief justices under
whom he served did not like him at all. When it came time for the chief justice, Edwin
J. Peterson, to make a decision, he was angry at Joseph and could have declined to
reappoint him. The subsequent chief justice, Wallace P. Carson, Jr., also disliked him
but reappointed him.

Oregon Supreme
Court
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Discussion of new
interview setting in nursing
facility due to Joseph's
broken leg

00:02:55

Changes to the operation
of the Court of Appeals
resulting in more evenly
distributed workload

Joseph discusses the need to reform the operations of the Court of Appeals due to
Oregon Court of
the huge workload and lack of flexibility, with chief judge Herbert M. Schwab doing a Appeals
large amount of the work. The changes spread the workload more evenly and were
better matched to everyone's talents.

Careers - Judicial

00:06:00

Service on the Board of
Bar Examiners

Joseph volunteered as a member of the Board of Bar Examiners, which he notes was Bar exam
considered a choice position for lawyers who were dedicated to improving the
practice of law. He describes the significance of the board of bar examiners and the
way he was selected for the board. He and other members of the board wanted to
change the requirement to be an Oregon resident in order to take the Oregon bar
exam. This rule was later changed by the U.S. Supreme Court. He discusses how long
he was on the board.

Careers - Legal

O'Rourke notes that they are conducting today's interview at the Friendship Health
Center where Joseph had been for the past three months after breaking his leg in
November 2001. Joseph comments that he is feeling bored and impatient. He
discusses the facility, staff, and lack of uninterrupted time. He notes that he will be
able to go home next month, sooner than originally predicted.

Keyword

Professional
associations

00:09:58

Joseph's involvement in
The bar exam was given twice a year: in the summer and the winter. Joseph explains Bar exam
the development of a
that the number of people taking the bar exam climbed exponentially after the
uniform bar exam, part one Vietnam War. Anyone who wanted to become a member of the bar had to file a
declaration of residency in Oregon. Joseph notes that California, Washington, and
Idaho had special joint property law issues, but since Oregon did not, there was no
reason the bar exam should be any different than, say, Utah's, regarding procedural
issues. He describes the strong feelings in Oregon that membership in the bar should
be reserved for residents, which he did not agree with. He became involved in the
National Conference of Bar Examiners and worked on designing a uniform bar exam
that could be given in almost every state. They developed a multi-state bar exam that
could be given at the same time in any state bar.

Careers - Legal

Professional
associations

00:13:26

Joseph's involvement in
Washington and California presented challenges to uniform bar exam effort due to
Bar exam
their different property law systems but there was flexibility in the exam for variation in
the development of a
uniform bar exam, part two different states. Joseph served four years on the Board of Bar Examiners, one year
longer than a normal term, in order to sell them on the exam as well as around the
country. At the same time, new lawyers expected to be able to practice law in multiple
states and were taking multiple bar exams. In the present day, the multi-state bar
exam means lawyers take only one main bar exam. Joseph considers this one of his
strongest contributions to the practice of law, in part because he overcame a lot of
opposition to the change. 48 states now give the multi-state exam.

Careers - Legal

Professional
associations

00:17:06

Joseph's involvement in
the development of a
uniform bar exam, part
three

Careers - Legal

Professional
associations

Joseph describes selling states on the multi-state exam, noting the need for secrecy Bar exam
and why theft of the exam was a risk that could have doomed it. When the exam was
ready, some states, including Washington, requested a preview of the exam and the
answers before it was administered. He describes the scene of someone from the
head office flying in with a padlocked briefcase handcuffed to his arm. Joseph met
him at the airport with a key that would unlock the handcuff and transfer it to his arm.
The exam was transferred to another person in Seattle. He notes that the multi-state
exam has been given for 20 years with no known breach of security.

00:21:32

Joseph's involvement in
the development of a
uniform bar exam, part
four

Joseph comments that the merits of a multiple choice exam can be debated but not Bar exam
the overall success of the multi-state exam. He explains that someone who passes
the multi-state bar exam in Oregon can practice law in Wyoming the following year
without having to re-take the bar but possibly taking a smaller exam about their local
laws. Joseph notes that though he lived in other states, he was admitted to the bar
only in Oregon because he did not want to take additional exams and wasn't crazy
about practicing law. The multi-state bar exam was the first of three major law reforms
to which Joseph had wanted to contribute.

00:23:47

Removing the division
The second major law reform that Joseph was involved in was reforming Oregon's
Careers - Legal
between circuit and district judicial system. He was instrumental in removing the division between circuit and
district courts so that there are only circuit courts at the state trial court level. He
courts
notes that it was called "Joseph's whole-hog approach" at first. He describes the
importance of that change, the fact that people agreed with it on its merits, and why it
was hard to make.

00:25:37

Joseph's ideas about
removing the multi-level
appellate structure in the
state and critique of his
ideas

Careers - Legal

The third major law reform that Joseph wanted to make but did not complete is to
Careers - Judicial Domestic
eliminate the multi-level appellate structure in the state. He notes that many people
relations
agree with him, though he is the only vocal person on this issue. He discusses why
the multiple levels do not work well. He comments that "no self-respecting judge
wants to do domestic relations work." He wanted to eliminate juvenile and domestic
relations court and have every judge be able to try every kind of case. He calls this his
worst reform idea and that he now believes there should be more single-purpose trial
courts, especially for domestic relations. He describes his friends' reactions to this
idea.
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Joseph's reasoning for his Joseph discusses his tendency to judge people by comparing them with himself. He
not being suited to
could not see himself doing domestic relations work because he is too impatient,
domestic relations work
critical, sarcastic, and pessimistic. He shares his previous opinion that circuit court
judges should handle all types of cases, similar to appellate judges. However he
learned that it took a special type of person to be a successful juvenile court judge
and he lists some in Multnomah County that were good including Jean L. Lewis. He
notes that Harlow F. Lennon was a good domestic relations judge.

Keyword
Keyword
Careers - Judicial Domestic
relations

00:03:11

Judges as referees and
pay equity at different
courts

Joseph comments that he is irritated by the use of the judicial system for getting even Careers - Judicial
though he reflected that maybe that is how it should be. "Judges are referees" and
many judges can handle almost any kind of work. He believes that there should be no
distinctions of income between judges. Circuit court judges were paid less than
district court judges. He describes the history of the "Joseph whole hog plan" of
removing the division between district and circuit courts and how it was accomplished
when he served on the Judicial Reform Commission.

00:06:49

Change in selection
process of the chief
justice of the Oregon
Supreme Court

Joseph discusses Frank Posey's argument against his idea and his response to it. He Careers - Judicial Oregon Supreme
notes that he considered it critically important to get all of the trial court judges on the
Court
same level. He discusses his disagreement with the way chief justices were selected
for the Oregon Supreme Court, which was the judge who has been on the court the
longest. The judicial committee recommended that the chief justice of Oregon be
chosen by the governor, and this was enacted by the legislature.

Keyword

00:11:07

Defeat of the new
Supreme Court chief
justice selection process
in a public vote, part one;
Bud Lent's reappointment
of Joseph as chief judge
on the Court of Appeals

The person who was next in line to become chief justice was against the change to
Lent, Berkeley
the selection process. Joseph discusses organized labor's interest in the selection of
the chief justice and their dismay with the change, causing them to circulate petitions
and refer it to a public vote. The new judicial selection process was strongly defeated;
Joseph notes there had never been a campaign in favor of it but organized labor
spent a lot of money to defeat it. Joseph was attacked by Berkeley "Bud" Lent, the
judge next in line to be chief justice, as well as people from organized labor. By the
time Lent because chief justice, Joseph had become chief judge on the Court of
Appeals and the selection process for that position had changed, making it the chief
justice's responsibility to pick the chief judge. Lent was then in a position to terminate
Joseph's position as chief judge but never did so, which did not surprise Joseph.

Oregon Supreme Labor unions
Court

00:15:28

Defeat of the new
Supreme Court chief
justice selection process
in a public vote, part two

Joseph was the person that had proposed the new system of the chief justice picking Lent, Berkeley
the chief judge. He notes that in practice, the chief judge and justice are typically
selected on the basis of seniority, though that was not true in his case. He discusses
making a mistake during the campaign for the new judicial selection process by
sharing his true thoughts on Lent's ability and desire to be chief justice. Lent, in fact,
ended up disliking the job and was not chief justice very long. Joseph comments that
Lent is good at many things but is not an administrator.

Oregon Supreme Careers - Judicial
Court

00:18:22

Creation of a state court
administrator position and
Betsy Belshaw, the first
court administrator

Joseph discusses chief justice Edwin J. Peterson's merits and leadership. He explains Oregon Supreme Careers - Judicial
that part of the work of the judicial reform commission in which he had been involved Court
was to create a position for an administrator to run the system who was not a judge.
He praises the first administrator, Elizabeth D. "Betsy" Belshaw and notes that her flaw
was to be intolerant of people who could not do things as well as she could. She
therefore attempted to do it all, which did not work well in a statewide context. Her
influence on the court system remains in place currently. Peterson fired Belshaw
when he became chief justice due to her challenging work style and his inability to
work with her, which made many people, including Joseph, angry.

00:21:45

State judicial reform in
Joseph notes that the 4-year period when the state judicial system was reformed was Careers - Judicial
Oregon and modeling
one of the most important eras in Oregon history. They created an efficient
after New Jersey's system organization out of an old system that worked reasonably well but was getting
outdated. Joseph comments that Oregon has the best state court system in the
country. He was involved in drafting the new system and describes how it was
modeled after the New Jersey system. He describes the power of the chief justice of
New Jersey and the impact of Chief Justice Arthur T. Vanderbilt and notes that it is
the system that actually makes things work well.

00:23:28

The importance of a
strong judicial system and
the state court
administrator

Joseph shares his opinion of the recent chief justices and the way the state court
Careers - Judicial
administrator, due to the systemic rules in place, is able to keep things running
smoothly. He comments that Oregon's judicial system has never had a period of
corruption, unlike New Jersey's. He notes that many states have intentionally weak
judicial systems and the impact of those. He describes talking with a chief judge from
Illinois about the problem of lawyers dominating the system in Illinois.

00:26:49

Joseph's thoughts on Bill
Linden and Kingsley Click,
the next two state court
administrators

Joseph discusses R. William "Bill" Linden, Jr., the next state court administrator after
Careers - Judicial
Belshaw, including his positive qualities and his misjudging of former colleagues from
Lane County, where he previously was the court administrator. The next state court
administrator was Linden's deputy, Kingsley W. Click. He describes Click as a very
efficient person. He contrasts Click's self-effacing personality with Belshaw and
Linden, who were both well-known throughout the state.

00:29:27

Selection process for
chief judge on the Court
of Appeals

O'Rourke and Joseph briefly discuss Joseph's opinion about whether the changed
method of selection of chief judge for the Court of Appeals was superior to the
previous way.

Oregon Court of
Appeals
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Selection of the chief judge Joseph elaborates on the practice of the Oregon Supreme Court chief justice
Oregon Court of
of the Court of Appeals
selecting the chief judge for the Court of Appeals and shares his thoughts about it. He Appeals
notes that if the Court of Appeals judges selected their own chief judge, the selection
would be equally likely to be decided on the basis of seniority, or whether they liked
someone, or based on merit.

00:02:20

Discussion of Wally Carson, Joseph discusses current chief justice of the Oregon Supreme Court, Wallace P.
current chief justice of the "Wally" Carson, noting that he is not a great administrator and that Carson does not
Oregon Supreme Court
like him much because he is critical of Carson's work. He elaborates on Carson's
background in the military and his issues with how he is running the court. Joseph
describes his position that the current Supreme Court is not good. He notes that
Edwin J. Peterson retired from the court rather than continue working in that
environment.

00:05:19

Origin of the Court of
Appeals and its allotted
workload

Keyword

Oregon Supreme Carson, Wallace P.,
Court
Jr.

Joseph discusses the origins of the Court of Appeals, which was "founded on a
Oregon Court of
mistake." He describes participating on a committee charged with putting together
Appeals
the Court of Appeals and judge Ralph M. Holman's idea that the amount of work
should be allotted based on membership, with four judges on the Court of Appeals
and seven on the Supreme Court. The type of work handled by each court was
selected based on the idea that the Court of Appeals should do four-elevenths of the
work. He describes the types of cases allotted to the Court of Appeals.

Keyword

00:08:44

Growth in workload at the
Court of Appeals and
addition of more judges

Although the types of cases given to the Court of Appeals made sense at the time in Oregon Court of
terms of workload per person, Joseph points out that the trend in these cases was to Appeals
greatly increase over time. They quickly realized there were not enough judges for
the criminal cases so one judge was added in the next legislative session. A few years
later, when Joseph and three other judges were appointed to the Court of Appeals at
the same time, the workload was overwhelmingly higher than that of the Supreme
Court and that has continued to the present day. He points out that the number of
judges on the Court of Appeals doubled since originally formed, but the workload is 11
times higher than when the court was formed. Joseph comments that Holman is a
good friend who he likes to joke with about his decisions when forming the court.

00:11:21

Low volume of work
produced at the Oregon
Supreme Court and shift of
cases to the Court of
Appeals

Joseph notes that while there were mechanisms to reapportion the workload, this was Oregon Court of
not done and instead the Supreme Court was protected from having to do a high
Appeals
volume of work. New work was given to the Court of Appeals. The Supreme Court
started out with all of the tort cases but those were shifted to the Court of Appeals. In
January 1978, all business was sent to the Court of Appeals except death penalty, tax,
and one other type of case. He explains that the effectiveness of the Court of Appeals
in completing a high volume of work caused more work to be given to it.

Oregon Supreme
Court

